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PREFATORY NOTE 



The history of the County of Westchester, in New York, during the period commencing with the Spring 
of 1774 and closing with the early Winter of 1783, contains more of general interest than can be found in 
the history of any other County in the United States, during the same period, that of Suffolk, in Massachu- 
setts, and that of New York, in New York, not excepted. 

No one who has hitherto pretended to speak or to write of the grand old agricultural County of West- 
chester, as a County, during the revolutionary era, has done more than to mention, with more or less of precision 
and particularity, the movements of two adverse Armies over her highways and her cultivated fields, one of 
them from Eingsbridge to the White Plains, the other from the Sound to the same objective point; the skirmish 
which has been dignified with the name of a Battle, which ensued ; the ridiculous military spectacle of the two 
antagonistic Armies retreating from the White Plains, in opposite directions, and in the presence of each 
other ; the half dozen military raids, sometimes from one of the belligerents and sometimes from the other, 
hy whom the unarmed and entirely defenceless and previously plundered farmers were subsequently harassed 
and plundered, again and again ; the denouement of a very serious defection and plot, the latter discovered 
within that County ; the union of the allied forces of France and the United States, previous to that cele- 
brated movement to the Southward which resulted in the capture of Lord Cornwallis and his command; and 
the escort duty which was performed by a Troop of Westch ester-county Cavalry, when General Washington 
and Governor Clinton and their respective suites entered the City of New York, the closing military move- 
ment of the War of the American Revolution. All these have been told, over and over again, with more or 
less of precision and particularity, and with mechanical uniformity of order and general statements; but all 
these various writers, from Gordon and Ramsey to the younger Bolton and Ridpath, have successively and 
uniformly belittled the history of that community of industrious and peaceful and prosperous and conservative 
farmers, who occupied what was known, geographically, as the County of Westchester, during the ten years 
which are now under consideration, a history which consisted, in truth, of vastly more than a series of mili- 
tary movements and the providential detection of a military defection and plot ; and it has consequently 
been left to other hands and to other pens, to do, with greater labor and less satis&ction, what should have 
been done, many years since, while the material was more abundant and more procurable, and while some, 
at least, of the actors in that great drama were here, to afford their more intelligent assistance. 

An attempt has been made, in this work, to do a small portion of what has been, thus, hitherto, neglected ; 
and if we shall have succeeded in the little which we have earnestly and laboriously attempted to do, the 
reader will find, therein, a brief, but honestly told, record of those influences, obtruded from beyond the 
County itself, without invitation from and in known opposition to the inclinations of those who were within 
the County, which, during the earlier revolutionary era, transformed a well-cultivated and highly productive 
agricultural region into one over which, without the baleful assistance of a foreign enemy, were spread, by 
fellow-colonists and fellow- subjects, the sickening evidences of obtruded and unwelcome partisan bitterness 
and relentlessness, presented in the devastation and waste and desolation which, everywhere throughout the 
County, then prevailed — of those influences, wielded by those who are unduly claimed to have been patriotic 
and virtuous, which carried with them, into the quiet and peaceful homesteads of agricultural Westchester- 
county, persecution and outrage and barbarism, such as the world has seldom seen, since the restraining 
power of Christianity has prevailed over those who, if lefl to themselves, as in the instances of those of 
whom we write, would have been only ruthless barbarians, notwithstanding the habiliments of civilization in 
which they sometimes appeared. We have endeavored to trace those evil influences, back, to their origin, 
and forward, as far as we have been able to go, to their final sad results ; and, in more than one instance, 
we have seen those who controlled and wielded those influences, climb over the shattered remains of what, 
before, had been intelligent and industrious and contented families, and peaceful and plentifully-supplied 
homes, and productive farms, from the scenes of plunder and devastation and general ruin, of misery and 
hopelessness and woe, in which they had been the principal actors, to those high places of honor and emolu- 
ment and power to which they had aspired and for the attainment of which they had not hesitated to bring 
all that wretchedness and ruin on others, to which we have alluded. 

V 
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We have endeavored to present a complete history of the political as well as of the military affairs of 
Westchester-county, from the organization of the first political body, the Committee of Fifty-one, in the City 
of New York, by whom, in May, 1774, the first attempt was made to draw the farmers of Westchester-county 
into the vortex of revolutionary politics, until, early in December, 1776, the remarkable spectacle was pre- 
sented to the world of two antagonistic Armies turning their backs on each other and retreating, in opposite 
directions, without the slightest attempt at pursuit, by either — circumstances over which we could not exer- 
cise any control having prevented a continuation of the narrative to the close of the War of the Revolution, 
as we originally designed to have done, we could do no more than that — and, whatever may have been the 
measure of our success, in the work which we have undertaken to do, as far as we have done it, we have been 
actuated, in all which we have written, by nothing else than by an earnest desire to ascertain the exact truth 
of every subject to which we have directed the reader's attention ; to present the truth, thus ascertained^ 
faithfully and fearlessly ; and, as far as our strength and resources and ability should permit, to present to 
the descendants of those farmers of Westchester-county of whom we were particularly writing, something 
which, in the absence of anything better fitted for that purpose, should serve as a memorial of the sufferings 
to which their ancestors were subjected, by their own countrymen more than by those of foreign countries and 
quite as much while an armed foe was unknown throughout the Colony as while the tramp of opposing 
Armies was heard throughout the County. Notwithstanding all its defects, therefore, we trust the volume 
which contains the results of our prolonged and earnest labor, and which is, now, laid before the reader, will 
be accepted as our humble offering to the memory of those farmers and farmers' wives and farmers' children, 
residents of the County of Westchester, during the era of persecution and outrage and lawless violence, 
1774-'83, and (luring the era of War and its barbarous accompaniments, 1776-'83, who were subjected to and 
who endured the outrages and barbarities of which we have made mention ; and if, at the same time, it shall 
serve as a contribution to the general history of the County, the measure of our satisfaction will have been 
completed. 

In the prosecution of our authorial labors, we have generally depended ou the resources of our own 
work-library ; but we have been favored with loans of half a dozen volumes which were not on our shelves, 
by Colonel J. Thomas Scharf, LL.D., of Baltimore, and Smith Williamson, Esq., of this City ; and the files 
of local Newspapers, in the Library of the New York Historical Society, have, also, been usefully resorted 
to — for the use of all these, our sincere thanks are due, and, hereby, tendered. Messrs. William and Robert 
Kelby, of the New York Historical Society, have kindly made examinations and copies of papers for us, 
when we were unable to do so for ourself : our valued friends, Hon. J. O. Dykman and Hon. Lewis C. Piatt, 
of the White Plains, and William Heathcote De Lancey, Esq., of the City of New York, have given their 
valuable assistance in determining and describing localities, in Westchester and Pelham and in the vicinity 
of the White Plains, which were the scenes of military operations described in our narrative : to the Rev. E. 
Edwards Beardsley, D.D., LL.D., of New Haven, we are indebted for the use of trustworthy material, 
concerning the raid on East Chester and West Chester, by banditti from Connecticut, which, but for his 
kindness and assistance, we would have been obliged to have used at' second hand and in untrustworthy 
forms: our valued friend, Edward F. de Lancey, Esq., has been unwearied in answering our many questions 
and in affording us the benefits of his valuable suggestions and advice, for the improvement of our work: and 
our very dear friend. Professor Charles J. Little, LL.D., of the Syracuse University, has, also, employed his 
ripe scholarship and acute critical abilities in suggesting changes and additions where such changes and 
additions were desirable, in the presentation of the results of our studies or for the further instruction of the 
reader — to each and every one of these, we return our most grateful acknowledgments. There is one other 
whom we cannot forget, in this connection, our very dear friend and family physician, R. Heber Bedell, M.D., 
of Tremont, in this City, without whose untiring watchfulness of our very delicate health, with God's bless- 
ing on his labors, during the many months of feebleness and pain with which we have been afflicted, white 
employed in the preparation of this work and until this time, we could not possibly have completed so much 
of what we had undertaken to do : to him, for that almost filial attention to our health and comfort, during 
what has been the most trying labor of our authorial life, we gladly record our very great obligations and 
our heartfelt gratitude. 

Henry B. Dawson. 

M0RR13ANIA, New York City, 
August 16, 1886. 



westchester-cou:ntt, new york, 



DURING 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



During the entire period extending from the first 
settlement which was made by Europeans, within that 
portion of New Netherland which, subsequent to the 
first of November, 1683, was known as the " County 
" OF Westchester," in New York, until within the 
memory of living men, the inhabitants of that portion 
of the country, with rare exceptions, were either cul- 
tivators of its soil or employed jn other occupations 
which were, then, necessary for the comfort and 
well-being of such a purely agricultural community.^ 



1 "The Inhabitants indeed live. all upon their own ; but are generally 
"poor." — Rev. John Bartow to the Venerable Society^ "WESTCHEgXEB in 
"Nkw YottK Pbovincb, 4th Not., 1702." 

**The people of this County, having generally land of their own, al- 
*' though they dont want, few or none of them much abound." — Colonel 
CaUb Heaihoote to the VenerahU Society^ ** Manor of Scarsdalk, Nov. 
"0, 1706." 

In 1711, Bev. John Bartow wrote to the Venerable Society, from West- 
chester, which was, then, the County-eeat and principal Village : "The 
"Inhabitants of our Parish live scattered and dlEpened up and down in 
*' the Woods, so that many cannot repair constantly to the Church, by 
** reason of their great distance from It." Quoted by Mr. Bolton^ History 
of Westchester County, Second ediiion, «., 340. The "Parish " referred 
to, included, then, the more recent Towns of Westchester, West Farms, 
Horrisania, Kingsbridge, Yonkezs, East Chester, Pelham, and New 
Bochelle. 

See, also, the leUere of Rev. Robert Jenney to the Venerable Society^ 
" Ryb, Dec. 15, 1722 ; " Rev. John Bartow to the Biahop of London, " Wmt- 

•• CHESTER, IN THE PROVINCE OF NeW YoRK, IN AMERICA, Jllly 13, 1724 ;" 

Be9. Robert Jenney to the same, " At Bye, in the Province of New 
''York, July 18, 1724;" Rev. Peter Stouppe to the Venerable Society, 
"New Bochelle, Dec. U, 1727;" Rev. Jamee Weimore to the tame, 
"Bte, February 20, 1727-28 ;" etc. 

"As the people of this Country are all farmers, they are dispersed up 
" and down the Country ; and even in Towns every one has a plott of at 
"least ten acres, which distances his neighbor fkomhim." — Rev. Thomas 
gtannard to the Venerable Society, " Westchester, Nov. 5, 1729." 

See, also, leUer of Rev. James Wetmore to the Venerable Society, " Bte, 
"March 25, 1743 ; " The PaHah of Rye to Oiesame, "Provinck of New 
** York, Bedford, March 6, 1744 ;" Rev. Joseph Lampson to tfte same, 
" Northcastlb, in the Parish of Bye, February 10, 1746-47;" Rev. 
Ebenezer Dibble to the same, "Stamford in Connecticut, in New Eno- 
"J.AND, March 26, 1761;" Rev. Harry Monro to the same, "Philips- 
" BURGH, February 1, 1766;" Rev. Epenetus Tovmsend to the same, 
" Salem, W^kstchester County, March 26, 1771 ; " etc. 

In 1811, Bev. Timothy Dwight, President of Yale-college, passed 
through Westchester-county, and wrote, of the Town of Eastchester, ex- 



A very large proportion of those farmers, however, 
especially during the earlier Colonial period, was not 
composed of owners, in fee-simple, of the soil which 
they cultivated, that having been held, in such in- 
stances, on Leases from the Lords of the several 
Manors into which the County was largely divided ; * 
but those Leases were generally for long terms of 
years, on easy terms of rental, with liberal provisions 
for renewals ; and those who held them were seldom 
disturbed in their continued and quiet possession of 
their respective properties.' 



cept "a small scattered Village," "the rest of the Township is covered 
"with plantations" — Travels,'iU., 48G— and, of theTownofMamaroneck, 
"it is wholly a collection of plantations; and can scarcely be said to 
" contain even a hamlet. It is set, however, with a number of good houses 
"and excellent farms." — Ibid, iii.,487.— Of the Count/, as a whole, he 
wrote thus: "It is unlTersaliy settled, so &r as the nature of the 
"ground will admit ; and is almost merely a collection of Farms." — Ibid, 
iii., 4«9. 

We have resorted, also, to our own recollections of Westchester- 
county, which extend far beyond that day when the quiet and the morals 
of the County were first disturbed by the rush of a train of railroad- 
cars and the screeching of a locomotive, within its territory. 

>In the Autumn of 1769, it was stated in the Assembly that the Manors 
of Philipseborough and Cortlandt, exclusive of all otherix>rtionsof the 
County, contained "one-third of the people in the County;" but the 
number of Freeholders was somewhat increased, during the later Colonial 
period, as it was the practice of the greater number of the Proprietors to 
sell the fee-simple, whenever it was applied foT.—Edioard F. de Lancey to 
Henry B. Dawson. 

s An instance of the permanence of occupation, by tenants on the 
Manors, is seen in the case of the Anjevines, thus referred to by Mr. 
Bolton : " Under the Heathcotes and De Lanceys, the Ai\jevines held 
the large farm," [in Scarsdale,] "bearing their name, now owned by 
Alexander M. Bruen, M.D., for four Generations." — History of West- 
Chester County, second edition, ii., 231. 

Although the Manors of Livingston and Bensselaerwyck and the Scott 
and Blenheim and Duanesburg and Clark and Kortright and Harden- 
burg and Desbrosses and Livingston and Montgomery and Armstrong 
and Banyar and Hunter and Overing and Lewis and Verplanck and 
other Patents were not in Westchestercounty, the relations of landlord 
and tenant were the same, unless in the rentals, in all ; and they were 
the same as those which generally prevailed on the Manors and other 
large estates, in Wef>tchester-county. The student who shall desire to 
learn more on that subject of American feudalism, as it existed before 
and since the American Bovolution, may find very much which will be 
useful to him, in tt^e Report on the DifflcuUies existing between the Proprie 
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



With the exception of the frequently seen Grist- 
mills and Sawmills and an occasional Fullingmill/ 
the aggregate amount of whose manufactured pro- 
ducts did not generally exceed the demands of the 
several neighborhoods in which they were respec- 
tively situated, there were no Manufactories of any 
kind, within the County; and those who owned and 
ran the Mills to which we have referred, when those 
Mills were not owned and managed in the interest of 
the Lords of the Manors in which they were respec- 
tively seated,*^ more frequently than otherwise, were 
also occupants and cultivators of adjacent fafms. The 
Blacksmiths and the Wheelwrights, the Masons and 
the Carpenters, the Tailors and the Shoemakers, the 
Storekeepers on the roadside and the Tavernkeepers 
on the comers, all of them reasonably regarded as 
peculiarly necessary portions of every rural commu- 
nity, were, very often, in this, also farmers on a 
smaller scale.' The Market-sloops which, then, 
made their periodical trips between the many land- 
ing-places, on the North-river or on the Sound, and 
the neighboring City, affording the only means, unlesit 
those which were supplied by teams, for the transpor- 
tation of passengers and freight, which the County 
then possessed, were generally owned, wholly or in 
part, by well-to-do farmers living in the vicinity of 
the landing-places from which they respectively 
sailed ; and, not unfrequently, those Sloops were nav- 
igated by younger members of their owners' families 
or by the young sons of some of their neighbors, of 
whom one, in every instance, discharged the double 
duty of ** Captain " and Marketman.^ Even the little 
Villages which were, then, scattered over the County, 
some of them made famous in the history of the 
world because of notable events which have occurred 
near them, were inhabited, principally, by those aged 
or more than usually wealthy people — the greater por- 
tion of them also cultivators as well as owners of 
neighboring farms — whose more abundant means en- 
abled them to spend their days, more agreeably than 
on their own farms, in the enjoyment of the greater 
social privileges afforded in a country village life.^ In 



tors of certain LtoMhold Ettatt* and their TtuanU, presented to the Ajtienibly 
of New York, in 1846, and reproduced, with an introductory Note, in The 
Writings and Speeches of Samuel J. Tilden, edited by John Bigelow, i., 186. 
^ The notorious Captain Cornelius Steeurod was the proprietor of more 
than one FuUlng-mill, in Cortlandt 31anor, at the opening of the War 
of the Revolution. 

2 The old Mill, on the Pocantico, near the ancient Manor-house of the 
PhiliiMes, is a notable example of a Manorial Mill, continued until our 
own day. 

3 " Their employment is husbandry, even Innkeepers, Shopkeepers, 
' * Smiths, and Shoemakers not excepted ; so that we pray, pay, and 
•• wait too, for everything done in this Country."— /icr. Thtmias Slan- 
nard to the Venerable Society^ " Wkotchester, Nov. 6, 1720." 

Within the period of our own recollection, this priniilive combination 
of occupations was widely continued ; and every one who is acquainted 
with the County, now, can readily call to mind more than one instance 
still existing. 

^ The personal recollections of members of our own family, extending 
further back than our own, afford ample authority for this statement. 

b " Even in Towns every one has a plott of at least ten acres, which 



short, as was said in the beginning, there were few, 
among the residents of that portion of the country, 
during the later Colonial period, who were not either 
actual cultivators of the soil or in some way con- 
nected with or dependent on those who were thus 
employed. 

With a more than usually productive Soil, not yet 
exhausted by a vicious system of cultivation ; with a 
temperate Climate, which was not only conducive to 
healthfulness, in the inhabitants, but promotive of the 
best interests of the farmers, in the ripening and har- 
vesting of their crops ; with moderate Rentals for the 
properties held by those of them who were not Free- 
holders ; and with Taxes which were only nominal in 
amount; too far removed from the frontier to be har- 
assed by the inroads of hostile Savages ; and near 
enough to the not distant City to enjoy the great ad- 
vantages which it afforded, in a constant Market, at 
the highest prices, for all the surplus products of their 
farms which they should desire to sell, and, at the 
lowest prices, for whatever, of necei»ities or of luxu- 
ries, the products of this or of other countries, which 
they should desire to buy — in the enjoyment of all 
these, the farmers of Westch ester-county, especially 
during the later Colonial period, were favored as few 
other purely agriculturists have been favored, then or 
since, in any part of the world. 

With rare exceptions, these Westchester-county 
fanners were intelligent men, sufficiently educated for 
all the purposes of their business and of their recre- 
ation—even among the earlier of the several Towns, 
those farmers included, in their Westchester-county 
homes, men and women of culture, whose names, and 
characters, and abilities, as scholars and statesmen, 
in several instances, are matters of history, known 
throughout the world ; • while the intelligence of those 
of later Colonial periods is seen in the multitude of 
ecclesiastical and political papers, signed by large 
numbers of them, and rarely disfigured by the 
"marks" of those signers which have always been 
apologetic of the illiteracy of those who have thus 
used them. There were very few among them, during 
the latter days of the Colony, who were not temperate, 
industrious, and prudent in the management of their 
farms and their business affairs ; they were commonly 
very mindful of their duties to their families and of 
those to their neighbors; and they were generally 
diligent in the discharge of at least their outward 
duties to God. During the period last referred to, 
not many among them were not in comfortable cir- 
cumstances : many of them were what is called '^ well- 
*' to-do : " some of them, particularly those who were 
members of the older families, in those days of simple 
habits, were considered wealthy. All of them were 

" distances his neighbor from him.*' — £«!;. Thomae Siemnard to the VtnF- 
erahle Society ^ " Weotchxstxb, Nov. 6, 1729." 

^ Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, of Felham, Adrlaen Van der Donck, of 
Yonkers, and Colonel Caleb Heathcote, of Mamaroneck, may be referred 
to, in this connection. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



noted for their open-handed hospitality ; but, among 
the older and more wealthy families, whose fields, 
and barnyards, and granaries, and storerooms were 
generally teeming with all the comforts and many of 
the luxuries of life, the sturdy farmer and his tidy 
wife, his healthful children and his faithful negroes, 
vied in their efforts to secure to the acceptable guests 
of the family, a hearty welcome ; to make the stay of 
those sojourners agreeable ; and, when the time for 
their departure had come, to induce them to regret 
the shortness of their visit. Where the necessaries 
and comforts of life were so abundant and so general- 
ly enjoyed. Pauperism was comparatively unknown ; 
and where Pauperism and Intemperance were so un- 
common, there was a minimum of Crime.^ 

Especially during the Colonial period, there was no 
Village, at the County-seat or elsewhere, within the 
County, which contained a population sufficiently nu- 
merous to supply the neighboring farmers, nor even 
its own inhabitants, with the current news of the day ; ^ 
nor was there any settlement, within the County, 
which possessed sufficient influence to lead the fash- 
ions of the wives and daughters of those farmers. 
There was not, therefore, nor could there have been, 
any central coterie or clique, with lofty pretentions 
and extended ambition, to prompt the County, in 
what should be said or done by its inhabitants, in 
support of or in opposition to any proposition, 
whether moral, or ecclesiastical, or political ; nor was 
there any influence, in any one or in any number, 
sufficient to associate and organize those farmers, for 
any purpose whatever. Every one was dependent on 
his own resources and on his roadside or fireside chats 
with his neighbors, for whatever information he 
acquired concerning the passing events of that event- 
ful period; he was dependent, mainly, on bis own 
intelligence and his own intellectual powers, for 
whatever opinions he entertained, on any subject; 
and, except on some extraordinary occasions, he was 

1 A personal examination of the Records of the JOonnty, preserred in 
the office of the Clerk of the Coanty, at the White Plains, has revealed, 
to us, the significant feet that, although the Records of (HvU Actioiu in 
the Court of Common Pleas, the Records of Roads, and other similar 
Records, from a very early period, hare been carefully made in books 
provided for the purpose (in one instance, if in no more, one volume, 
by being reversed, has been made to serve for two distinct lines of Rec- 
ords) and as careftilly preserved, the Records of Orhninal Actions, in 
any and all the Courts, within the County, were not thus made in books, 
until long after the time of which we write — until long, very long, after 
the close of the peaceful and prosperous and happy period of the Colon- 
ial era — when the greater number and more important character of the 
OHfiuNal Actions— until then too insignificant, in number and character, 
to entitle them to such a distinction, among the County Records — war- 
ranted, the first time, the employment of books in which to keep the 
Records of them. 

If the rough Minutes of the Courts, in Oriminal Actions, prior to 1787, 
were preserved, at all, they have all disappeared ; and we feel Justified 
in saying, as we have said, in the text, that where Pauperism and In- 
temperance were as uncommon as they were in Westchester-county, 
during the later Colonial period, there was, in consequence, a mini- 
mum of Crime. 

2 It is understood that there was no Newspaper established in West- 
chester-county, until about 1810, when one was published at Somers, and 
one at Peekskill. 



left, undisturbed, in all his relations, by any outside 
influence.' 

Such a community as that which constituted the 
Colonial County of Westchester — a community of 
well-situated, intelligent, and well-to-do farmers, 
diligently and discreetly attending to its own affairs, 
without the disturbing influence of any Village or 
County coterie — ^has generally been distinguished for 
its rigid Conservatism, in all its relations; and such 
a community has always been more inclined to main- 
tain those various long-continued, well-settled, and, 
generally, satisfactory relations, with more than or- 
dinary tenacity, preferring, very often, to continue 
an existing inconvenience or an intangible wrong, to 
which it had become accustomed, rather than to ac- 
cept, in its stead, the possibility of an advantage, in- 
definitely promised, in an untried and uncertain 
change. The tenure under which so many of those 
Westchester-county farmers held their lands, which 
did not permit them to enjoy the rights of Freehold- 
ers, at the Polls, had, from the beginning, removed 
that portion of the inhabitants of the County from 
the arena of politics, without having created any 
discontent ; and, to a great extent, it had served, also, 
to increase that Conservatism, even in political 
affairs, which would have undoubtedly controlled 
even those who were Tenants, under any other cir- 
cumstances. There is not, indeed, any known evi- 
dence of the existence, at any time, within the 
County, of any material excitement, among the great 
body of those farmers, on any subject ; * and, conse- 
quently, there is very little, if any, evidence that the 
excitement of the earlier opposition to the Home 
Government, which had so seriously disturbed the 
peace of the neighboring City, as well as that of other 
Towns and Cities, on the seaboard, prior to the Sum- 
mer of 1774, had found any active sympathy, in West- 

* Except wherein our authorities for partlcxilar statements have been 
already given, we have depended, for what we have stated, ,in this and 
in the two other paragraphs which immediately precede this, on 
the knowledge which we have acquired, concerning Westchester^ 
county, its inhabitants, and its history, from the numerous books and 
manuscripts and newspapers, bearing on those subjects, which have 
fallen into our hands and been examined by us, during more than forty 
jean past ; on the information, relating thereto, which was given to us, 
personally, in our earlier life, by aged natives of the County, some of 
them dear relatives, and one, if no more, whose personal recollections 
extended back, beyond the Declaration of Independence ; and on what 
remained of the character and habits of Its Colonial inhabitants, in those 
old families who continued to linger within the County, when we first 
knew it. 

< We are not insensible of the discontent, among the tenantry on the 
Cortlandt Manor, which led a considerable number of them and of those 
who favored them, in April and May, 176C, to move down, as far as 
Klngsbridge, demanding a redress of grievances, and making serious 
threats against their Landlord ; but it was only a local disturbance, 
reaching only to the limits of that single locality. It possessed no po- 
litical significance whatever — It was grimly said of it, by a contemporary, 
" Sons of Liberty great oppoeen to these Rioters as they are of opinion 
'*no one is entitled to Riot but themselves''— and it was promptly sup- 
pressed, without loss of either property or life. Those who are curious 
to know more of this outbreak of early "Antirenters," are referred toi 
the Joumnhi of CnpUiin John Montretor, 361, 363 ; and to the Colonia 
Manuscripts of tbnt period. 
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cheater- county, beyond the very limited circles of 
those who had held public offices within the County, 
of those who had aspired to the honors and emolu- 
ments of office which they had not been able to se- 
cure, and of those very few who had assumed to be 
either socially or intellectually or pecuniarily above 
the general grade of those among whom they lived. 
Indeed, there had been no good reason for those farm- 
ers, comfortably situated on their inland homesteads, 
to take any particular interest in those struggles 
which, from an early period, the Boston, the Salem, 
the New York, or any other Ship masters and Mer- 
chants had been waging, for the protection of that 
long-continued and profitable 'illicit trade," irom 
which no benefit had ever accrued to any one be- 
yond those who were thus noisily defying the well- 
known and reasonable Laws of the Country ; and, in 
the more recently and more generally created politi- 
cal excitement, it had mattered very little to the 
thrifty housewives, in Westchester-county, from whose 
warehouses — whether from those of John Hancock 
and the revolutionary Merchants of Boston and New 
York, or from those of the Agents of the East India 
Company, in those ports — their teacups should be 
supplied, since the Tea which had been smuggled 
into the Colonies, in violation of law, by the former, 
was quite as expensive, and not always as weli-fia- 
vored, as that which had been imported, legally and 
legitimately, by the latter. Now and then, it is true, 
those of these farmers who were Freeholders, had 
been engaged, among themselves, in a political con- 
test between the friends of the De Lanceys and those of 
the Morrises, or between the supporters of the Van 
Cortlandts and those of the Philipses, all of them 
Westchester-county Landlords, for seats in the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Colony ' or for some local ob- 
ject ; but, beyond such merely local contests, they had 
never gone — the " Sons of Liberty " were not repre- 
sented and had no correspondents, within that County. 
It will be evident to every one, from what has been 
stated concerning Colonial Westchester-county and 
those who occupied it, that the purposes of this work, 
which is devoted especially to the history of that 
purely agricultural community, do not require us to 
notice the long- continued and ably-conducted strug- 
gle of parties, throughput the Colony, in which the 
Livingstons and the Morrises had been pitted against 
the De Lanceys and the Colonial and Home Govern- 
ments ; nor will it be necessary, for those purposes, 
that we shall present, in all their different phases, the 
antagonism of " the Merchants and Traders ** of every 



1 Doctor Sparks, in his Life of Ocutmmeur Morris^ i., 20, told tu of an 
** Important cause in which that gentlemen was engaged,'* before the 
Ooarts, during the Colonial era — " that of a contested Election, in West- 
" chester-county, where he had Mr. Jay for an opponent." We are 
not told who tlxe contending parties, in that action, were; but it is 
mid, *'itinTolved principles of evidence, questions about the right of 
''suffirage, as then exercised, and a complication of facts, local and gen- 
*'eral, which gave full scope for the display of legal knowledge and 
« forensic skill." 



family and party and sect, united only in that one 
opposition to the Colonial policy of the Home Gov- 
ernment' — of "the Gentlemen in Trade," as they 
sometimes called themselves — within the several 
Towns and Cities on the Atlantic seaboard, to some 
of the long-established Laws of the Kingdom, as well 
as to those which had been enacted, since the close 
of the War with France and Spain, for the purpose of 
meeting the necessities of the Mother Country, occa- 
sioned by the enormous expenses of that eventful 
contest — the unfranchised Mechanics and Working- 
men of that period, within the Cities and Towns re- 
ferred to' (sometimes, courted and caressed by those 

s It is proper for ns to say that that opposition to the Oolonial policy 
of the Home Government,' as it was dereloped within the City of New 
York, overpowered every difference of family or of sect or of party 
which had been previously known ; and that the De Lanceys and the 
Livingstons, the Churchman and the Dissenter, the Jacobin and the 
Georgian, for the purposes of that opposition and of whatever might be 
necessary to establish its power, became as one man— one in purpose, 
one in determination, one in action, one in everything. 

'Inasmuch as frequent mention will be made, in this narrative, ot 
these unf^nchised Mechanics and Working-men, It Is proper that, in 
this place, we should explain our meaning of the phrase, in order that 
the reader may not be misled, concerning it. 

By the Act of May 8, 1699, it was provided that Representatives to the 
General Assembly "shall be chosen in every City, and County, and 
"Manor of this Province, who have Right to chuse, by People dwelling 
''and resident in the same Cities, Counties, and 'Manors ; whereof, 
"every one of them shall have Land or Tenements improved to the 
"value of Forty PumitdM in Free-hold, free ttom all Incumbrances, and 
"have possessed the same Three Months before the Test of the said 
"Writ** [/or an Election;] "and they which shall be chosen, shall be 
"dwelling and resident within the same Cities, Counties, and Manors ; 
"and such as have the greatest Number of them, who shall have Lands 
" or Tenements improved, to the Value of fbrfy Pounds in Vne-lio\^ 
" free from all Incumbrances, as aforesaid, shall be returned by the 
"Sheriffs of every City, Counties, and Manors, Representatives for 
"the Assembly, by Indentures sealed betwixt the said Sheriffs and the 
"said Chusers, so to be made."— (Laws of New York^ Chapter LXXIV., 
Section I., Livingston and Smith*s edition. New- York : 1752, 29, 30 ; 
the mme, Chapter LXXIV., Section I., Van Schaack's edition, New- 
York 1774, 28.) 

By the Charter of the City of New- York, g^nted by Governor Don- 
gan, in 1686, the Mayor and three or more of the Aldermen were au- 
thorized to make Freemen of the City from among certain specified 
classes, on the payment, in each instance, of Five Pounds, not an insig- 
nificant sum, at tliat early period.* No person could do business of any 
kind, within the City, unless he were a Freeman of the City ; and 
as the Freedom of the City also vested in those who held it 
the Right to vote for Representatives of the City in the General 
Assembly, it will be seen that, within the City, the unfVanchised were 
only those Freeholders who were not Freemen and whose Real Estate 
was eucumbered with debt ; those Freeholdore whose inexpensive homes 
were not worth Forty Pounds— a large sum, for that period ; those who 
labored for others, as Clerks, Journeymen, or Laborers ; and those of 
that shiftless, characterless class, who encumbered the City of New 
York, during the Colonial Period, as similar classes continue to encum- 
ber every City, especially every Seaport, holding itself In constant 
readiness to Join in any act of violence into which such as Alexander 
McDougal and Isaac Sears, of the period under consideration, shall in- 
cline to lead them. 

In Westchester-county, the heirs and assigns of Stephanus Van Cort- 
landt having failed to exercise the privilege which had been given to the 
latter, as the Lord of the Manor of Cortlandt, of electing a Representa- 
tive for that Manor in the General Assembly, that privilege was trans- 
ferred, by the Act of June 22, 1734, to the body of the Freeholders red- 



\ 



* A complete list of those who were admitted to the Freedom of the 
City of New York, from 1749 until 1775, may be seen in the Mawmd of 
the Corporation of the Ctlij of Xeto YorA/or 18')6, 477-502. 
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who had usually assumed to be their social and polit- 
ical superiors, in order to secure their sturdy assist- 
ance in the intimidation of the Government, and, at 
other times, unrecognized by those whom they had 
thus befriended, as if they possessed no Bights, in 
political matters, which the franchised well-born 

dent ou the Manor. (£aw« of New ForJt, Chapter DCVII., Section II., 
Livingfton and Smith's edition, New York : 1752, 219, 220 ; the Mme, 
Chapter DCYII., Section IL, Van Schaack'e edition, New-York : 1774, 
183, 184.) It will be seen, therefore, that none, except those who were 
Freeholders holding improved and unencambered Real Estate worth 
Forty Pounda, agreeably to the Act of May 8, 1699, could vote, in Colo- 
nial Westehester-connty ; but, on the other hand, the yroehoUen en the 
Cortlandt Manor posseseed and, undoubtedly, exerci8e<l the Right to vote 
twice, at every 6uch Election for Repreaentatives to the General Aseem- 
bly— that for the Representative for the Manor, under the Manorial 
Charter, and that for the two Representatives for the County, under the 
Statute, already mentioned. Of course, the great body of the Tenantry, 
no matter how valuable its Leaseholds might be ; thoee whose humble 
homes were not worth, in each instance, Forty Pounds; and those 
whoae Freeholds, of every value, which were encumbered by debts, had 
not the right of voting at the Polls. 

The practical effect of that limitation of the Right of Franchise may 
be seen in the Returns of Elections. In the Election fur Repreeentatlves 
for the City of New York, held on the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nine- 
teenth of February, 1761, only fourteen hundred and forty-eeven votes, 
including thoee.of the Freemen of the City who were not, also. Free- 
holders, were cast. — [The origiHol Beturne of the hupecton, in manu- 
script, owned by us.) In the Election for Representatives for the City 
of New- York, held on the seventh, eighth, and ninth of March, 1768, 
when an intense excitement prevailed and all known means for increas- 
ing its strength were resorted to, by each of the antagonistic parties, 
nineteen hundred and twenty-seven vute^i, including thoee of eight hun- 
■drsd and twenty- three Freemen who were not, also. Freeholders, were 
•cast. — {The oriffincU Retwrne of the TntpeotorM, in manuscript, owned by 
us.) In the Election for Repreeentatlves for tlie City of New- York, 
held on the twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, and 
twenty-seventh of January, 1769, when another very excited con- 
test occurred, only fifteen hundred and twelve votes, including those 
of the Freemen who were not, also. Freeholders, were cast. — (The Re- 
iunu of the Intptoiore^ original printed edition, owned by us.) In the 
Election for Deputies to the Provincial Convention by whom the Delega- 
tion from the City of New York to the second Continental Congress was 
to be elected, held on the fifteenth of March, 1775, nine hundred and 
•eighty-eight votes, including those of the Freemen of the City who 
were not, also, Freeholders, were cast. — (Holt's New - Yorlc Journal, No. 
1680, New York, Thursday, March W>, 1775; Rii-htglon^e Neic-York 
Oaxetttert No. 100, New York, Thursday, March 16, 1775 ;* Gainers New 
York Gazette : and the Weekly Mereuryt No. 1223, New York, Blonday, 
March 20, 1775.^ 

We have found only one Return of an Election in Westchester- 
connty, during the period of which we write ; but that very completely 
Illustrates our subject. In the Election for the firat Governor of the 
new-formed ■ State, in 1777, the aggregate of the votes cast In Albany, 
Cumberland, Tryon, Duchess, rist^^r, and Westchester-connties, includ- 
ing those of the Freemen of the City of Albany, was only twenty six 
hundred and forty-two. — {Fragment of a General Return of Vote* eoMt 
ihrotighotU the State^Miecdlnneoue Papers^ Volume xxxvii., in the 
Oflice of the Secretary of State, at Albany.) 

In 1783, when there was nothing to disturb the election, the entire 
vote of the State for Governor, less that of ten Precincts which was 
illegally cast, was only four thousand seven hundred and forty-seven. — 
(Hutchins's CicU List and Forme of Government of the Colony and State of 
Nete Fori, EdiUon of 1870, 75.) 

From these facts, the reader will understand how completely the gov- 
ernmental power was concentrated in the hands of the wealthy and how 
little those who were not wealthy could control the Government under 
which they lived, during the Colonial era and that which succeeded it, 
until the second Constitution of the State, within our own recollec- 
tion, broke the power of the aristocracy and made every white male 
adult, who was a permanent resident and a tax-payer, also a member 
of the State and a voter. 



*Rivingtou said the aggregate vote was a thousand and seven ty-t wo. 



were required to respect) constituting, also, another 
and entirely independent factor in the political elo- 
ments of that period, in each of the several Ck)lonie8, 
which, in its very important relations with the poli- 
tics and the politicians of its day, must, also, be gen* 
erally disregarded, in this place, because it, and its 
aspirations, and its doings, are not, generally, germain 
to the purposes of this work. To other hands, there- 
fore, must be left the labor of describing, in detail, 
the bold and persistent opposition of " the Merchants 
** and Traders " to those long^established Navigation 
and Revenue Laws, which, by reason of a more hon- 
est adminintration of them, by those whom the com- 
mercial classes had not succeeded in corrupting with 
their accustomed bribes, had so seriously interfered 
with the very profitable ** illicit trade"— that more 
elegant phrase which was used, and which continues 
to be used, to describe what, elsewhere and among 
less comely offenders, was and is called by the more 
expressive term of " Smuggling " — in which those 
" Merchants and Traders " had been so long and so 
profitably engaged; ^ and we can only glance, also, at 
that subsequently adopted system of intimidation 
which had been resorted to, by the same confederated 
mercantile offenders, under the guise of patriotism, 
but really for the promotion of their own selfish pur- 
poses, in their employment and direction of that 
other, less responsible and, not unfrequently, less 
respectable, populace, a marketable class which every 
large seaport can produce, sometimes in one manner 
and sometimes in another, quietly or violently, as 
had best answered the ends of those who had em- 



1 "The dispute between Great Britain and America commenced in the 
"year 1764, with an attempt to prevent smuggling in America.** — A 
Collection of Interesting, Authentic Papere relative to the DieptUe between 
Great Britain and America. 17&4 to 1775. London: 1777— commonly 
known as Almon's Prior Documeit/*— 3. 

See, also, the following official announcement, which was published 
in Parker'e New-Yuri Gazette; or, the Weekly Post-boy, No. 932, New 
York, Thursday, November 13th, 1760, which tells the whole story : 

" Custom-house, New-York, Nov. 11th, Weo. 

"WHEREAS we are informed, that some of our Traders from Foreign 
'* Ports, are now, and have been for some Time, hovering in the Sound 
" on the Coast, with the View, as it Is supposed, clandestinely to discharge 
"their Cai^goos; a Practice highly prejudicial to His MtHJeety*s Interest, 
" to the Trade of Great-Britain, and inconsistent with that Duty, and 
"Gratitude we owe to our Mother Country, almost exhausted with 
" Taxes raised for our Support and Defence. And not less iigurious to 
"the fair Trader; who having paid high Duties, cannot be supposed to 
"sell so cheap, as those that pay no Duties, and of Course must be great 
*' Sufferers. That this has been the Case, and Is like to be the Case 
"again, is notoriously known ; and all for the sake of enriching a few 
"Smugglers; which together with that of supplying our Enemies with 
" Provisions,* will be an etenial Reproach to our Country. No good 
*'Man therefore, nor good Citizen, it is to be hoped, will hesitate in 
''giving all the Discouragement in his Power, to such ignominious 
"Practices. Infonnations, openly, or privately will be thankfully re- 
"ceived, and gratefully, if required, rewarded, by 

"THE OFFICERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S CUSTOMS." 



* At that time. Great Britain was at War with France and Spain, to 
whooe Colonics, in the West Indies especially. Provisions were taken, by 
the Colonial Merchants, in exchange for those Goods, of foreign growth 
and pi'oduction, which they sought to smuggle into the British Colonies, 
on the Atlantic seaboard, as above stated. 
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ployed it, to resist the execution of the Stamp- Act, 
to prevent the landing of the East India Company's 
Tea, and to make other demonstrations of seeming 
popoiar approval or disapproval, on other subjects of 
public polity or of governmental policy, whenever 
the political or the pecuniary interests of those 
"Gentlemen in Trade" who had employed it, seemed 
to warrant the outlay of the means which had been 
required to produce a desired result: to our hand, 
meanwhile, can be assigned, of all the various impor- 
tant subjects comprising the political and military 
histories of the Colony or of the Continent, at all 
periods, only the description of those events, during 
the period of the American Revolution and that of 
the War which followed and established that political 
Revolution, which, in themselves or in the conse- 
quences arising from them, directly affected the peace, 
the happiness, or the interests of those w^ho, during 
those eventful periods, were residents of the rural 
County of Westchester, in New York. 

The urgent appeals with which the newspapers had 
been filled, year by year, and the inflammatory hand- 
bills which had been posted throughout the City, 
whenever the purposes of "the Merchants and 
" Traders " of the City of New York had required 
their powerful, but, sometimes, questionable, co-oper- 
ation in opposing the Colonial policy of the Home 
Government, had gradually taught " the Inhabitants" 
of that City -as, on such occasions only, the unfran- 
chised Mechanics and Workingmen were delicately 
called, by those who had thus resorted to them — with 
more or less thoroughness, concerning the personal 
and political " Rights of Man and of Englishmen," as 
those Rights had been defined, from time to time, by 
those " Merchants and Traders " or by their well-paid 
Counsel, for the promotion of the particular purposes 
of those more aristocratic gentlemen ; and these " In- 
" habitants " had also learned, from all those varied 
teachings and from their own well-trained reflections, 
that^the particular Rights which had been so earn- 
estly and learnedly claimed by their high-toned 
neighbors, were not less the Rights of the unfran- 
chised masses, and equally the birthright of their 
children. Little by little, therefore, under the leader- 
ship of, probably, not more than half a dozen shrewd 
and able and ambitious men, generally of higher social 
and political standing than themselves, these " In- 
" habitants " began to grow uneasy and insubordinate, 
if not radically revolutionary; and the confederated 
" Merchants and Traders " and the more aristocratic 
portion of the citizens who were not in Trade were 
as quickly made sensible that a power had been 
created and fostered, by themselves, for their own 
lawless purposes, which, because of its tendency to- 
wards a radical Revolution in both the social and politi- 
cal relations of the Colony, they were no longer able to 
control — a power, indeed, which, if it were not speed- 
ily and effectually checked, would surely overwhelm 
them and, probably, involve the Colony and the Con- 



tinent in revolution and disaster. At the same tinie^ 
it was clearly seen by those careful observers of the 
signs of the times, that any attempt to abridge the 
existing power of the unfranchised *' Inhabitants " of 
the City, and, especially, that of those who were less 
scrupulous in the selection of their means, by open 
and direct measures, would, probably, induce the latter 
to employ, in their own behalf, that system of violence 
which they had been taught to regard as commenda- 
ble and praiseworthy, when they had employed it in 
behalf of others; and it was seen, also, by those who 
had become alarmed by the strength and the audacity 
of that new element in Colonial politics, strengthened, 
as it evidently was, by its affiliation with the radically 
revolutionary elements in New England, the ma- 
chinery of the by-gone Committees of Correspondence 
being controlled by it, that, in order to check its 
growing power, or to secure any change whatever, in 
the control of it, or to retain the control of the poli- 
tics of the Colony, great caution and great tact, if not 
great promptness and great boldness, at some auspi- 
cious moment, would be absolutely necessary. An 
evident danger silenced those who, under other cir- 
cumstances, would, probably, have favored the 
employment of other and more direct means: wise 
counsels prevailed among those who were thus con- 
sidering in what manner the evidently rising power 
and audacity of the unfranchised and revolutionary 
masses could be controlled, without disturbing the 
peace of the City and the Colony : and it was deter- 
mined, with much shrewdness, to resort to "art," at 
the earliest favorable opportunity, for the accom- 
plishment of their well-concealed purposes.* Such 
an opportunity as was desired for the purposes 
referred to, was very soon afforded. 

The tea-laden Nancy, Captain Lockyer, had been 
turned back to Europe, without liaving been permit- 
ted to enter the harbor ; ^ the cargo of the Zonrfon, 
Captain Chambers, had been overhauled, in Whitehall- 
slip, in open day, by men wearing no disguises; and 
eighteen chests of Tea, which had been concealed in 
her hold, had been emptied into the East-river ; ' and 
the populace was quietly reposing on the revolution- 



1 Although there is abundant eyidence to supiiort this statement, it haa 
been so completely and so graphically presented by Gouverneur Monia, 
in a letter addressed to Mr. Penn, which will bo printed, in exlen$Oy on 
page 12-32, post, that no other is reganled as necessary, in this place. 

« Holt's New -York Journal^ Ko. 1C33, Nkw-York, Thursday, April 21, 
and No. 1634, New-York, Thursday, April 28, 1774; Oaine's New-York 
Gazette and Mercury ^ No. 1174, New-Youk, Monday, April 25, 1774 ; 
LUulenantrgpwmor Colden to the Earl of Dartmouth^ " New Yobk, 4th 
" May, 1774," and the encloeure therein; the eame to Oovemor Trpon, " Nsw 
" York, 4th May, 1774 ; " Dunlap's History of the New Netherlands, Prov- 
ince of New York, and State of Netc Yoi'k, i., 452, 453 ; Leake's Memoir 
of the Life and Times of General John Lamb, 81-84 ; Dawson's 27m Park 
and iU Vicinity, in Uie City of New York, 20-31 ; Graham's History of ih* 
United Slates, iv , 329 ; Ulldreth's Hiitory of the United States, iii., 31 ; 
Gordon's History ofOte American RecoMion, i., 332-334 ; etc. 

» Holt's New-York Journal, No. 1634, New- York, Thursday, April 28, 
1774 ; Gaine's New-York Gazette and JtflwcKry, No. 1174, New- York, Mon- 
day, April 25, 1774 ; LieHtenant-govemor Colden to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
"New-York, 4th May, 1774," and the enclosure Uiertin; the tame to Gov- 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



ary honors which, in the interest of the commercial 
classes, it had again secured.^ The master-spirits of 

ernor Try<m, "New York, 4th May, 1774;" Dunlap'sAeic York, l^ 452, 
453 : Leake's Lamb, 82-84 ; Dawson's Park <md it$ Vicinity, 3(), 31 ; 
Hildreth's rntterf BtatM, ill., 31. 

Notwithatanding the greater slgniflcaooe of the opposition of New 
York to the Tea-tax, which was seen in the resolute refusal to allow the 
storm-shattered Nancy to enter the harbor ; in the examination of the 
caiigo of the London, and the open destruction of her concealed Tea, in 
the light of day, by known men who saw no reason for disguising them- 
■elTes ; and in the return of the Aancy, to England, by the Committee 
who had taken possession of her, at Sandy Hook ; it has been the cus- 
tom of New England writers to withhold whatever of honor or dishonor 
there was in those doings of the party of the Opposition, in New Tork, 
while the less significant "tea-party " of Boston has been elaborately 
presented as a feat of great daring and of the highest grade of patriot- 
ism. 

Thus, Mfrcy Warren (HiHtory of American RtvolnHon;) "Paul Allen " 
{Ei9torff of American HevotvUion ;) Thacher (Military Jourual;) Morse 
{Annahto/the American Revolution;) Pitkin (Hietory of the United Slatea ;) 
Frothinghani (Rite of the Republic;) Lodge {Short Hittory o/EnglUh Col- 
onic ;) and a multitude of others, make no mention whatever of the 
sut^ect of the opposition in New York ; and Bancroft, in the octavo edi- 
tion of his History of (he United States, after alluding, in a dozen wonls, 
to the storm which had driven the New York tea-ship to the West In- 
dies, very conveniently said no more on the subject — a suppression of 
the truth which he shabbily attempted to mitigate, in his centenary and 
"thoroughly revised" edition of that work, by an interpolation of five 
linos, nearly two of which have no relation whatever to the subject of 
New York's opiMsition to the tax ; and nearly two others state, in con- 
nection with the Nancy, what every novice in the history of those times 
knows is entirely untrue, in one of its only two statements concerning 
her. 

Strange to say, Lossing, a New York writer, with all the original ma- 
terial within his reach and perfectly accessible, in his Seventeen hundred 
and eeoenty-eix (page 111,) stated that the Nancy ^xtm returned to Europe, 
only *' because no one could be found that would venture to receive the 
"tea," without an allusion to her having been stopped at Sandy-hook, 
and returned, thenee, to Europe ; and, also, without the slightest allusion 
to the London and to what became of her tea. In his Hilary of the Uni- 
ted ^tea^ (pAge 221) all that appears, concerning either the Nancy uv the 
Ltmdon. is that they " returned to England with their cargoes " ; although 
tlie Nancy was the only one which thus returned, and then only because 
she was compelled to return. In his TWd Bo'tk of tfi« Revolution, after 
having devoted five pages to the Boston "Tea-party" (i., 497-S02) he 
ventured to appropriate ten lines to the greatly more significant doings 
of New York, on the same subject. 

> On the fifth of March, 1770, while the motion of Lord North for 
" leave to bring In a Bill to repeal the Tax Act, as far as related to the 
" tax on Paper, Glass, and Painters' Colours," was under consideration, 
before the House of Commons, Governor Powuall, than whom no one was, 
then, better informed on every subject connected with America and the 
Americans, replied to the Minister, and moved an amendment, to in- 
clude Tea, also, In the proposed Bill. 

In the course of his exceedingly important Speech , on introducing 
his motion to amend, the Governor said, "Tlie drawback upon those 
" Teas, exported to America, of twenty-five per cent, does not amount, 
"as this argument supposes, to one shilling per 'pound — it amounts to 
" only sevenpence half-penny, or thereabouts— so that, did it operate as 
" a bounty, at all, it wonld amount to only fourpence half-penny. But 
" this is not material to the point ; for it does not operate as a bounty, 
"at all, because whatever duty the East India Company pays, originally, 
"at the Custom-house, on the importing of Teas from Asia, that sum is 
"added to the price of their Tea, in their sales ; so that, although the 
" exporter to America may be allowed a drawback, yet he draws back 
" that sum only which he hath already paid in the price of his purchase, 
** by which meant, aa thit article of supply new stands, there is an advantage 
** in favour of the Dutch Teas imported into the Colonies, against the British 
" Teas, oftwenty-ftveper cenL Jf/Teraice."— (Debrett's History, Debates, and 
Proceedings of both Houses of Parliament, 1743 to 1774, v., 264). 

The reader will perceive, therefore, that the opposition to the importa- 
tion of Tea, into America, with its parliamentary tax imposed on It, 
which the Merchants instigated and encouraged, In the seaports— the 
opposition was seen no where else than within the shadows of those ports 
—was composed less of " patriotism " than of love of pelf. The Dutch Teas 



the confederated party of the Opposition — ^the Gov- 
ernment and those who favored it having ho part in 
that matter of division among those who were oppos- 
ing its policy — were evidently sensible, however, as 
has been said, that that unseemly confederation of 
radically antagonistic elements, entirely for the pro- 
motion of the interests of one of those elements 
without securing a corresponding advantage to the 
other, was unnatural, and could not be lasting; 
and it was evident, also, to every one, that an open 
conflict between the conservative aristocratic and the 
revolutionary democratic elements of the population, 
without reference to matters of governmental policy, 
and only for the control of the political power, within 
the City and Colony, was likely to be commenced, 
at any moment. 

Just at that critical period, in May, 1774, advices 
were received from Europe,^ of the Government's pro- 
posal to close the Port of Boston, with a possibility 
that that of New York would shortly share the same 
fate ; and it was also said that the Home Government 
also intended to remove the principal offenders against 
the Laws, within the Colonies, that they might be tried 
and punished in England.^ With great tact and plau- 
sibility and a greater pretension to patriotism, the 
confederated "Merchants and Traders" and those 
who possessed their confidence promptly seized that 
much desired opportunity, for the accomplishment of 
their sinister purposes ; and, with that end in view, 
they boldly and promptly occupied the place of leaders 
of the entire City and Colony, in protesting against 
those measures of the Home Government, and in pro- 
viding for a systematic opposition to thoSe measures, 
under their own particular direction, without, how- 
ever, having recognized the existence or invited the 
co-operation of the respectable popular element, within 
the City, nor those of the very few who really repre- 
sented and controlled that more unruly element of 
which mobs were composed, ];)oth of which omissions, 
the meaning of which was very evident, subsequently 
produced serious, if not unexpected and unwelcome, 
consequences. 

For the purposes of the promoters of the proposed 
change in the leadership of the politicians of the City, 
to which reference has been made, " an Advertiseynent** 
was posted at the Coffee-house, in Wall-street, a noted 
place of resort for Shipmasters and Merchants, recit- 
ing "the late extraordinary and very alarming advices 
"from England;" and "inviting the Merchants to 
" meet at the house of Mr. Samuel Francis, on Mon- 
" day evening, May 16, in order to consult on mea- 



ajforded a much larger profit ; and a dieturbancs of tJtai line of trade was 
notf therefore, desirable. 

* They were received on Thursday, May 12, by the Samson, Captain 
Couper, the latest ship from London. 

s *' Extracts from private letters from London, dated AprU T and 8, to 
"persons in Neio York and Philadelphia,'^* printed on the backs of copies of 
the Boston Port Bill, and circulated, In broadside form, in New York, May 
14, 1774. 
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sores proper to be parsDed on the present critical < 
and important occasion." ^ 
It will be seen that no others than *^ the Merchants " 
of the City were invited to attend the proposed Caucus, ' 
at 3am. Francis's Long-room ; ^ and that the published 
purpose was only " to consult on measures proper to 
be pursued on the present critical and important 
occasion/' in neith^ of which features of the " Ad- 
V€rtiiet9ieni" prima Jotit^ can it be reasonably said 
that any stretch of authority had been attempted by 
those who had called the proposed Caucus — surely, it 
will not be said there might not be ctmsulttttiotUy 
among Merchants as well as among other classes of 
the citizens, on any subject whatever, especially on 
subjects in which they were especially interested, 
without interference from any other class ; and it will 
hardly be pretended by any one, that, in the instance 
now under consideration, the Merchants of the City 
were not peculiarly interested in the subjects of " the 
'^ late extraordinary and very alarming advices from 
*' England ; " that they might not properly *' consult," 
among themselves, " on measures proper to be pur- 
"sued on the present critical and important occa- 
" sion ; " that, for the purpose of such a ** consulta- 
**tioQ/' they might not invite whomsoever they 
pleased, to meet at a place and time designated, with- 
out consulting with any other persons or asking 
permission from any others ; and that such a Caucus, 
thus invited, might not be had, without any interfe- 

t Mmmieaof the A«v York Committst of Corrmporndtne*. Mondar, May 
19. 1TT4 ; Liemiemm^-gortrmtr Coldm to Gi^rtruor TVyva, *'SPBt5G HiLL, 
'^Slst SUr, 1774 ; '' Ikt MM lo tie £>iW of Dmrtmomtk^ ** >'kw Yubk, 1« 
''Jane, 1774 ; ** Gommtrmemr Xorrm I* Mr. iVmi, " New Toes, May 20, 
** 1774 :" Joam'* Hitl&rg of .V«w York dmrimg tk* Berolmtiomarf War, L, 
M ; etc. 

s *Saa. FraiicH,*' at that tiiiM and daring many y«an salMeqaently, 
vad a iwCed nttxmratfmr, knovn to and respected by ervcy on«, of »Tery 
•eet ami paity, in the City of Xev York, daring the later Cokmial period, 
dming the entire War, and after the reM oration of Peace. 

"^Tnacii* TaTeni,*' where thwCaocos wa« held, had been, at an ear- 
lier peri<Al. the RsdeBce of the De Lancey Fkniily. It wae boilt in 1701, 
by Etieane De Lancvy, on a lot of giuand which Stephanas Van Cort- 
landt hai firen to hi« daughter, Anne, when, in the preceding year, thai 
lady WM marri«\l to Mr. De Lanoey; and it is still 9tan<ling on the north- 
caMera cvrijer of Kvad and Peari-etreeCt, the oldest boildiag in the 
City of New Tork. 

*' FrancM'* Loog-nMOi,** in which this i>acas waa held, sabeeqoently 
became BK>rv Cun xu than it had preTiooily beel^ bvcanae it wa« the 
rjom in which the i*(Bcer» of the A ray of the Berolation aaeemMed, on 
Tboiaday, the foorth of December, ITSV after tlie enemy had eTacoatcd 
the City ami the lV*ce had l«<:*n entirely established, to take their final 
leave of their iUostrivOft Chief ; an>l frum which, accompanie«l by hit 
eorrowfol friends — ''a •Llemn, mote, and muomfitl prxjceosion, with 
** heatk han^ag •lown aoii defected coci.teaaiicee " — be walked, directly, 
to WhitehAlt-slip» and was ruw««l, th«-nce, to Powle's Hook, now Jrnntj 
City, en hi» way to Annapolis, to which place the Cungreai ha<l ad- 
joomed, to rM^ the C< cunan-l \.-f the Army, with which he had kwn 
iaevtfted, in 177x — Gonija's HtttLrj vf tk* H'jr c/ O^y Sfr*imtiom, ir., 
383. 3!»; Manha^'s Lre ^' WiM.^.Mf.m, Jtii.a. Biit. it., »:i.*. r^i ; 
etc.^ 

It is prvper to be saH. in that o^ccecti^n, that SamcM mncis was 
** a man uf darit complexK>n," pr-Ami It a Bi;U«Xto : th^t he was kn jwn, 
oniinanly. as *' Black Sam ; ** azMl zliat. wb^n GecvrU Wa£LiCir;.-n en- 
tered the City, on the twenty fifth of Norecnber. ** be to^-k op ht^ heail* 
** «)aartef« at the TaTera " of that dzi»kj \az. iV .rd. — i I»unlap's Am^ -ry of 
Seir r»-^ii., 233. the aofhor of wh;.b x^^ated th««e ciicomstances 
from hL« own personal knowledge of them. 



rence from any one. There was no appearance of 
deception in the '^Advertisement*' through which the 
Caucus had been invited, in the instance under con- 
sideration; and, subsequently, when the Caucus 
assembled, no attempt appears to have been made to 
do anything more than the *' AdveriifemeiU" had 
authorized, notwithstanding those who had been spe- 
cifically invited and were present, so largely outnum- 
bered those tminvited intruders who opposed them, 
that any change from the terms of the " Advertisement " 
which they were inclined to make, could have been 
made — ^indeed, it appears to have been intended, by 
the Merchants, only for consultation and for the <»derly 
preparation of measures to be submitted to the body 
of the inhabitants of the City, at a Meeting to be called 
for that purpose, for their approval or disapproval, 
without losing sight, however, of what was the real, 
substantial purpose of the movement. But those who 
had hitherto assumed to be the leaders of the unfran- 
chised masses — the leaders, in fact, however, of only 
the radically revolutionary portions of those masses, 
— saw, or assumed to have seen, in that proposed 
Caucus, a movement which promised to break the 
hold on the unfranchised element which, since the 
era of the Stamp Act, they had unceasingly claimed 
to havtf maintained ; ' and to transfer, to some extent, 
at least, some portion of the leadership of that uncer- 
tain and, sometimes, unruly element, in the political 
affairs of the Colony, to others ; and Isaac Sears and 
his handful of kindred associates, with that audacious 
disregard of the unquestionable Rights of others 
which, subsequently, became so conspicuously noto- 
rious and oppressive, not only determined to thrust 
themselves into a Caucus to which thev had not been 

m 

invited, but to turn the action of that Caucus from the 
purposed of those who bad called it, and to give to 
that action a character and direction which would be 
entirely foreign to the purposes for which the Caucus 
had been invited. The consequences of that proposed 
intrusion and the ill success of that scheme to oust 
those who had invited the Caucus and to turn into 
other channels than those which the latter had pro- 
posed, the action and influence of the Caucus itself, 
will be seen in the published narrative of the proceed- 
ings of that notable assemblage — meanwhile, it will 
be evident to every careful observer, that that separa- 
tion of the radically antagonistic social and political 
elements which, united, formed, at that time, the 

* The Meeting, at Boras's C«vffee-boDse, on the eTeninc of the thirty- 
first of October. 17(s>, for the adoption of mea«nres to prerent the exem- 
tion of the Stamp- Act, appointed a Committee v( Comep> >iHi<»nce, cimh 
posed of Lmac SeaiVt J^^hn Lamb, Gershom Mott, WiHtam Wiley, aikd 
Thomas Kobin9i>n, to fire better e9^vt to its R«!»^'iat:oiia. by secunng 
harmonions activ>n. thereon, thrvucboat the entire Continent. The re- 
peal of that ol noxioas Statute, i}f course, ren«lered that appointment 
inoperatire ; bnt tlKwe who had iviHtitutcd that C^-oimittee, « ith a half 
•k«zen stfsuciates. cootinned to exercise an autkority ar^l leadership, 
anionf: the unorfcanixed and marketable elements, in the ^.^sy. nctil the 
openiniT of •*»♦ War, in 177*, when «T*r«l vf th«ee lealerv secored of- 
fic««» And ceased to be the "patriotic '* Iesder» of those vh^t, then, 
than ever, ne«ded intellipnit leaders. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



political conglomerate in which had been combined, 
for purely selfish purposes, the fragmentary opposition, 
in the Colony of New York, to the Home Govern- 
ment which was then in authority (each of those 
antagonistic elements being, in pretension, if not in 
fact, equally zealous in its loyalty to their common 
Sovereign) was produced by less of respect for 
righteousness in politics and- of a genuine patriotism 
than of thirst for individual gain to be derived, as 
was then supposed, from the internal control of the 
party of the Opposition and of what should be gained 
through it— just such a factional contest, within a 
party composed of radically discordant elements, 
united for purposes which had served to combine 
those elements into one body, indeed, as have been 
seen, very frequently, and such as may be seen, now, 
not only in New York, but in every other commun-> 
ity in which such ill-formed parties are permitted to 
exist, and to intrigue, and to deceive.^ 

At the appointed hour, on Monday, the sixteenth 
of May, the Long-room, in Sam. Francis's Tavern,* 
was crowded with anxious and determined men, evi- 
dently not entirely of one mind, and not indisposed, 
in some instances, at least, to enforce whatever differ- 
ences of opinion and purpose might arise, with some- 
thing more tangible than words, should such an 
enforcement, in their opinion, become necessary. 

Those whom the " Adoertisement" had invited were 
present, in large numbers, and evidently well-pre- 
pared for harmonious and decisive action, limited 
only by the terms of the invitation ; and there were 
present, also, in much smaller numbers, including 

1 Tbe reader need only turn to the history of existing political parties, 
held together by "the cohesive power of public plunder,'' for au II lus- 
tration of the structure, the aims, and the policy of that confederated 
party of the Opposition, in Colonial New York, and of the factional strug- 
gle, within itself, for the control of its united action and, most of all, for 
that of the distribution of such "spoils" as, In case of the party's suc- 
cess, should fall into the hands of the " victors." 

>We are not insensible of the fact that the Caucus is generally stated to 
have been held at the Exchange, which occupied the middle of Broad- 
street, nearly opposite the Tavern ; and that au entry in the Minute* of 
the CommittM of Corre-ipondeHoe stated, specifluAliy, that it was held in 
that building. But it was called, In the original " AdeertUementf''^ very 
definitely, '* to meet at the house of Mr. Samuel Francis ; " in none of 
the contemponiry descriptions of the Caucus which we have seen, \»as it 
said or Intimated that the assemblage left the Tavern, for any purpose, 
before the formal adjournment of the Caucus ; and in the second " Ad- 
" vertuemeni," published on the day after the Ca^lcus, by its officers and 
under its authority, inviting the body of the inhabitants of the City to 
meet at the Coffee-house, to confirm or amend the ofUfial acts of that 
Caucus, it was said, ia its description of that preliminary meeting, after 
a recital of the fact that it was called " to meet at the Hou*« of Mr. Sam- 
" imZ FrancU," that '* a very respectable and large number of the Mer- 
*' chants and other Inhabitants did accordingly appear at the time and 
** place appoiutetl, and then and there nominated for the approbation of 
" the public, a Committee of fifty persons," etc. With these as our au- 
thorities, we prefer to differ from those who have preceded us ; and to 
insist, as we do insist, that the Caucas was held, without interruption or 
removal, in Sam. Kraucis's Long-room. 

For the reasons stated, we prefer to differ, also, from our friend, Ed- 
ward F. de Lancey, who has stated, in his carefully prepared Nutet to 
Jones's Historg of Xeio York during the Recolutiomry War ({., 438, 439) 
that the Caucus was held in "the Exchange, to which place it ac^ourned 
"from Fratinces's Tavern, where it was called, on account of the great 
" attendance." 



some who were not ** Merchants " and who had not been 
invited,' those who assumed to be the leaders of the 
unfranchised masses, who had also secured harmoni* 
ous action, among themselves, by previous factional 
consultation.^ Isaac Low,' a prominent Merchant, 
was called to the Chair; and Resolutions were 
adopted, ''by a great Majority," in each instance, 
First, that it was necessary, then, '' to appoint a Com- 
'' mittee to correspond with the neighbouring Colo- 
** nies on the present important Crisis ;" Second^ that 
*'a Committee be nominated, on that Evening, for 
" the Approbation of the Public ;" and, Third, that 
the Committee consist of fifty persons.* 

As the matter in dispute, between the two antagon- 
istic factions, related only to the designation of those 
who should control the local politics of the day and 
what should be realized from those politics, it is not 
probable that any material opposition was made to 
the first and second of the three Resolutions which 
were adopted by the Caucus — none has been men- 
tioned by any contemporary writer — but when the 
third was proposed, those who assumed to represent 
the unfranchised masses made an attempt to reduce 
the number from fifty to twenty-five, by which means 
they hoped to be able to control the action of the 
Committee, notwithstanding they were so few in num- 
ber; but their proposed amendment to the original 
Resolution was promptly rejected, '' by a great Ma- 
"jority."^ 

With very great good judgment, the majority of the 
Caucus evidently treated the minority with respectful 
consideration, notwithstanding the former steadily 

'Compare the terms of the ** AdvertitemetU^^ calling the Caucus, " In- 
*' viting the Merchants to meet," etc., with the official description of those 
who had been present at that Caucus, which was contained in the pub- 
lished call for the meeting at the Coffee-house, to confirm or amend the 
doings of that Caucus — " a very respectable and large number of the 
'* Merchcmts and other Inhabilante did accordingly appear." 

* A small broadside, containing a list of twenty-five names of petvons 
who were '* nominated by a Number of respectable Merchants and the 
" Body of Mechanics of tills city, to be a Committee of Correspondence 
"for it, with the Neighboring Colonies," may be seen in the Library of 
the New York Historical Society. It wras evidently the result of a con- 
sultation of those who assumed to have been the leaders of the masses of 
the unfranchised inhabitants of the City. 

It is a noticeable fact, however, that that list of nominees, with only 
three of the names stricken from it, was Incorporated In the larger list 
which was nominated by the Caucus. 

^ " Low belonged to the Church of England, a person unlwunded in 
" ambition, violent and turbulent in his disposition, remarkably obeti« 
" uate, with a good shareof understanding, extremely opinionated, fond 
"of bmng the head of a party, and never so well pleased as when 
"Chairman of a Committee or principal spokesman at a mob meeting. 
" His principles of government inclined to the republican system."-<- 
( Jones's HibloTy of Sew York during the American Revolution, i., 35.) 

Mr. Low, subsequently, became a Loyalist ; was stripped of his prop- 
erty, by confiscation ; was attainted ; and retired to England, where he 
died in 1791. — (Sabiue^s Biographioul Sketchee of Loyal iste of the American 
Revoluti fi, original edition, 430 ;->r^ same, second edition, ii., 32, 33.) 

< Proeeedinge of the Oati«K«, printed on a broadside, for general circu- 
lation, a copy of which is in the Library of the New York Historical 
Society. 

' Proceediage of Oie Oauctis, original edition ; de Lancey^s Notee to 
Jones's Hietory of New York, i., 439 ; Leake's Memoir of General John 
Lamb, 87 ; Dawson's Park and iU ViciuUy, 33 ; Bancroft's United Statet, 
original edition, vli., 41, 42 ; the tame, centenary edition, iv., 326, 327. 
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maintained its own ground and voted down every at- 
tempt to oust it, which was made hy the latter; and 
in making the nomination of the fifty whom it pro- 
posed for the Committee of Correspondence, it did no 
more than to drop the names of three of those whom 
the minority had already selected, as its proposed 
Committee of Twenty-five, and to slip into the list of 
the twenty-two who were retained, without breaking 
the order in which they had been arranged on the 
original list, the names of twenty -eight other persons 
with whom the promoters of the Caucus were better 
pleased — ^as nearly the entire minority was included 
in the list of nominees, giving it a small share of the 
responsibilities and of the honors or dishonors of the 
proposed Committee, its opposition to the action of 
its aristocratic and conservative opponents appears 
to have ceased ; and the establishment of the proposed 
Committee of Fifty, by the body of the inhabitants, 
was, thereby, assured. 

It appears to have been a part of the plan of those 
who had called and controlled the Caucus, to submit 
the result of its deliberations to the body of the in- 
habitants of the City, for its consideration and ap- 
proval ; and nothing had occurred, within the Cau- 
cus, to make any change in that plan necessary. 
Accordingly, on the day after the meeting of the 
Caucus ITuesdai/f May 17] they published a Card, ad- 
dressed "To the Public," in which "the Inhabitants 
" of this City and County " were " requested to attend 
"at the Coffee-house, on Thursday, the 19ih inj^tant, 
"at 1 o'clock, to approve of the Committee nominated 
"as aforesaid, or to appoint such other persons a«», in 
"their discretion and wisdom, they may seem meet." * 

Notwithstanding the meeting at the Coffee-house 
was called at one o'clock, an hour when every Me- 
chanic and Laborer would probably be employed in 
his daily labor, it is said that " a great concourse of 
" the Inhabitants " assembled at that place,^ at the ap- 
pointed time, IThursdntjf May 19, 1774, at one o'clock;'] 
and we are also told that the assemblage was addressed 
by Isaac Low, who was in the Chair ; that some dis- 
cussion arose, which resulted in the addition of Fran- 
cis Lewis to the proposed Committee, increasing the 



1 Advertiwment " To the Public/' calling the Meeting at the Ck)free- 
house, dated " New- York, Tne«day, May 17, 1774," copied into the 
MinnttB of Oie Oommiitee of Corretpondence. 

See, also, the mme Advertisement and an editorial note thereon, in 
Holt's New- York Journal, No 1037, New- York, Thurwlay, May 19, 1774 ; 
and Rirlnytong yew-York Gaztsftetr^ No. 57, New- York, Thursday, 
May 19, 1774 ; Galne's Kew York Gazette and Merniry, No. 1178, New- 
York, Monday, 3Iay 23, 1774 ; LieiUmant-govemor Colden to Governor 
TVj/on, "Sprixq-Hill, 3lBt May, 1774;" the name to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, "New-York Ist June 1774;" Leake's Memoimf General John 
Lamb, 87 ; Dawson's Park and ite Vicinity, 33 ; etc. 

>" The Coffee-house," that place which was so frequently mentioned 
in the commercial as well as in the political affairs of the City, stood on 
the southeaKtem corner of Wall and Water-streets, opposite the "Slip" 
which bore its name. 

Mr. de Lancey, in his Xotes on Jones's Hietory (i , 439) pays it was on 
the "southeast corner of Wall and Pearl Streets ; " but he was certainly 
in error. Stevens, in his Progme of New York in n Century, 1770-1876, 
26, correctly described the site of the old " 3Ierchnnt8' Coffee-house." 



number of that Committee to fifty-one ; flnd that, the 
unfranchised masses having been placated by the ad- 
dition of another of their leaders to the proposed 
Committee of Correspondence, the entire list of nomi- 
nees was confirmed, without farther opposition.' 

s Mitwtee of the OonmiUe* of Corrmpomdenee ; Holt's NeuhYork Journal, 
No. 1638, New- York, Thundsy, May 26, 1774; Gaine's Netc-York 
Gaxetteand Mercury, No. 1178, New- York, Monday, May 23, 1774 ; Lieu- 
tenant fforemor Golden to Governor fryon, " Spring- Hi LI., 31st 3Iay 
" 1774 ; " theeame to the Earl of Dartmouth, *' New-York, Ist Jane 1774 ; " 
Hiatory of the War in America, (Dublin: 1779) i., 22; Ihiulap's Xew 
York, i., 453 ; Hildreth's United Staten, First Series, iii., B-'y ; Baiii ruft's 
VhiUd Stntet, original edition, vii., 42, 43 ; Frothingham's ffis* of the Ife- 
publie, 327 ; Bancroft's United Statee, centenary edition, iv., 327, 328 ; 
Sparks's Life of Gonvemeur Morria, 22-26 ; Dawson's Airit and it$ Vicinity, 
33. 

Notwithstanding the important results which the appointment of that 
Committee of Correspondence produced, it was not even all.uded to by 
Stedman, {History of the American War;) Mercy Warren, {Hittory of the 
American Revolution ;) Morse, {Annale of the American Iterolutiou ;) Pitkin. 
{HiaL/ry of the United States ;) Lotting, {Seventeen hundred and eeventy-t^ijr ; 
History of the United States, edition of 1857 ; and Field-book of the Recoln- 
tion ;) and many others. 

Judge Jones, {History of Neio York, during the Revolutionary War, i. , 34) 
supposed the "Comftiittee was chosen," at the Caucus, at Sam. Fran- 
cis's ; and made no allusion to the Meeting at the Coffee-houw, where it 
"was chosen." Doctor Gordon, ( Hittory of American Revolution, Lon- 
don : 1788, i., 361, 362,) said the Caucus was called by Sears, McDougal, 
and otherH of the popular party, so called ; that " the Tories," or gov- 
ernmental party, opposed them, in the Caucus ; that Sears secured the 
appointment of a flfty-second member of the Committee ; and that the 
whole subject was disposed of by the Caucus. He made the minority of 
the Caucus, the victors ; and did not allude to the Meeting at the 
Coffee-house. Dixrtor Ramsay, {History of Ote American Revolution, Lon- 
don : 1791, i., 114,) said "the Wbigt and Tories were so nearly balanced 
" in New-York, that nothing more was agreed to at the Arst meeting of 
"the inhabitants," [offer the receipt of the Boston Poti-bill] "than a 
" recommendation to call a Congress," although, in truth, the subject of 
a Congress was not e%'en alluded to, at either the Caucus or the Coffes- 
house. "Paul Allen," {Hi^ory of the American Revolution, i., 186) said, 
" At New York, there was a considerable struggle between the friends 
" of Administration and the friends of Liberty ; but the latter at lentrth 
"prevailed, by the influence and management of two individuals, who 
"had, on several occasions, manifested gpreat activity and zeal, in their 
'* opposition to the obnoxious measures of the Ministry," although, in 
truth, the friends of the Government took no part whatever in the poli- 
tics of that particular period ; and the conflict was only between rival 
factions of the same party of the Opposition to the Government, each 
contending for the control of that particular party, while both profei>^d 
to be equally opposed to the Government. It is also true that those to 
whom this author referred, as the prevailing faction, were the minority, 
were outvoted and in every other respect were entirely defeated. Graham e, 
{History of the UnUed Stated, London: 1836, iv., 349.) said, " At New 
" York the members and activity of the Tory party restrained the As- 
"sembly and the people at large from publicly expressing their senti. 
** ments with regard to the treatment of Massachusetts ;" although, in 
truth, the friends of the Home Government were, then, so greatly in 
the minority that they did nothing whatever to restrain the popular 
feelings ; while the utterances of both the Committee of Correspondence 
and the General Assembly were as unequivocally antagonistic to the 
Home Government's Colonial policy, as anything which appeared else- 
where. He made no allusion whatever to either the Caucus or the 
Meeting at the Coffee-house. Hildreth {History of the United States, Fint 
Series, iii., 35) said that the old Committee of the ** Sons of Liberty " 
" was dissolved and a new one electeil," without alluding to either the 
Caucus or the Meeting at the Coffee-house ; although, in fact, the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of an early date had ceased to exist when the 
Stamp-Act was repealed ; and neither that nor any other Committee was 
alluded to, in the slightest degree, during the proceedings now under 
consideration ; notwithstanding those who had composed the Committee, 
in their individual cajmcities, in many instances, are knoMm to have 
participated in both the Caucus and the Meeting at the Coffee-houf^e. 
Bancroft {Hittory of the United States, original edition, vii., 41 ; the$<(me, 
centenary edition, iv., 326) made " the old Committee " of " the SonB of 
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By the direct action of the bodv of the inhabitants 
of the City, thus duly called, and assembled at the 
Coffee-house, for that specific purpose, all the discord- 
ant elements of the party of the Opposition to the 
Home Government, in New York, were seemingly 
consolidated and placed under the leadership of the 
Committee of Fifty-one, which was, then and there, 
appointed for that ostensible purpose ; and those who 
had taken alarm at the growing audacity of those who 
were assuming to be the leaders of the unfranchised 
masses, were gratified with ample evidence of the fact 
that the well-considered ** art " which those who had 
planned the Caucus at Sam. Francis's and the Meet- 
ing at the Coffee-house had employed, in order to 
check the rising pretensions and power of the working, 
revolutionary multitude, in political affairs, had been 
crowned with an abundant success. There had been, 
indeed, a display of wise caution and great tact, as 
well as of well-concealed duplicity, in m11 which had 
been done by those aristocratic, conservative politi- 



" Liberty," " convoke the inhabitants of their City " to tlie Caucns at 
Sam. Francis's, although it was called by their aristocratic and conserva- 
tire rivals in the party of the Opposition, and without any consultation 
with that Committee, if there was one, or with those who were In har^ 
mony with it. He said, also, " the Motion prevailed to supersede the 
" old Committee of Correi^pondeuce by a new one of Any;*' although 
neither of the three Resolutions of the Caucus contained the slightest 
allusion to any such supersedure, nor to any other Committee or body or 
person whatever than to the proposed Committee of flfty, which it 
nominated. lie said of the Meeting at the Coffee-house, "and the nora- 
'Mnatlon of the Committee was accepted, even with the addition of iMnac 
"Low as its Chairman, who was more of a loyalist than a pntriot;'' 
although, in fact, Isaac Low's name m'ms on the list which had been 
nominated at the Caucus, against which no opposition was made ; and 
the only <* addition " which was made by the Meeting was that of Fran- 
da Lewis, whose name had been included on the original list of the 
minority, and rejected by the Caucus. The Meeting at the Coffee-house 
made no attempt to supply the Committee of Fifty-one with a Chairman, 
in the person of Isaac Low, as Bancroft has stated : Isaac Low was 
called to that place by the Committee itself, at its first Meeting, on 
Monday, May 23, as its MiHnf€$ abundiintly prove. Doctor Sparks, 
(L^« of Gonremenr Morrit, i-> 22,) merged the doings of the Caucus and 
the Meeting at the Coffee-house, into one mass ; nmde Isaac Sears the 
master spirit of all that was done ; and said " the Committee consisted of 
"a nearly equal number of both parties, but with a preponderance on 
*' the liberal side ; " although the truth was, the friends the Home Gov- 
ernment took no part whatever, in either of those meetings ; that both 
were composed of only those who opposed the Home Government ; that 
the struggle, in each of the two assemblages, was between conflicting 
factions of the latter party ; that, in both, the faction of the aristocratic 
conservative element of the party outvoted and defeated the faction rep- 
resenting, or pretending to represent, the unfranchised masses ; that the 
Committee contained a large proportion of those who belonged, at that 
time, to the aristocratic conservative faction of the party ; and that it is 
not known, nor is it supposed, that a single person was named on the 
Committee, who was not, at that time, opposed to the Colonial policy of 
the Home Government. Indeed, as Judge Jones, whose opportunities 
for ascertaining the escact truth and whose integrity and fearlessness in 
uttering it no one will seriously question, has emphatically stated, 
"all parties, donomi nations, and religions, apprehended, at that time, 
" that the Colonies laboured under grievances which wanted redre^ving ;" 
and no one, therefore, opposed any reasonable movement which tended, 
or appeared to tend, to a peaceful redress of those serious grievances. 

It will be seen, from this comparison of the original authorities with 
the use which has 1)een made of them by the several leading writers of 
history in our country, Just how little or how much reliance can be 
place<l on what is called *' hUtory/' in what relates to less important 
subjects, while this, which was second to few others, in the history of the 
Bevolution, has been treated with so little of respect and of fidelity to 
the truth. 



cians ; and, very evidently, they had fairly overcome 
their plebeian, revolutionary rivals, in an appeal to 
the body of the inhabitants. With a complete knowl- 
edge of the small number of those who had previously 
assumed to represent the masses of the unfranchised 
inhabitants, and with as complete a knowledge of the 
general harmlessness of those masses, in the absence 
of their self- constituted leaders, the high-toned pro- 
moters of the unpublished scheme of abridging the 
political power of the great body of the people had 
disarmed the former of their animosity, by rendering 
them harmless, as the helpless minority of the Com- 
mittee of Fifty-one ^ — an empty honor with which, 
however, for the time being, they were evidently 
satisfied — while the latter were made contented, for a 
short time, also, by receiving a recognition of their 
political preten.'jions, in the privilege which was ex- 
tended to them of confirming or rejecting the nomi- 
nations made by the Caucus, among whom, with two 
or three exceptions, the names of their self-constituted 
leaders were conspicuously presented. • 



^ LietUenant-govemor Ooldtn to (footmor IVyon, " Sprino-hill 31st 
" May, 1774 ;'' th* mme to th« Earl of DartmoHth^ "New York June 1st 
** 1774 ; " Jones's HUtorif of yew York during th4 BeeoMioHary War, i., 
34 ; Leake's Memoir of General John Lnmhy 87 ; DaM'son's Hietory of the 
BirkaiidU» Vic'nity.Si] Bancroft's United Sialee, original edition, vii., 
41, 42 ; the Hame, centenary edition, Iv., 327 ; etc. 

Of the fifty-one members of the Committee, a veiy great minority were 
of the aristocratic, conservative, anti revolutionary portions of the inhab- 
itants. On the fourth of July, wheu a test question was before it, thirty- 
eight members being present, only thirteen votes were cast by those who 
assumed to represent the unfranchised inhabitants ; and in the greater 
contest, three days afterwards, on Mr. Thurber's Resolution, disavowing 
the proceedings of the great popuUr "Meeting in the Fields," over 
which Alexander McDougiil had presided, only nine votes were cast in 
opposition to the vote of disavowal. 

It may also be stated, in this place, that, notwithstanding none of the 
fifty-one, at that time, wore of the Governmental party, but, on the con- 
trary, that every one was earnestly opposed to the Colonial policy of the 
Home Government, twenty-one of the number, at a subsequent period, 
became acknowledged Loyalists ; that a considerable number took no 
active part in the proceedings of the Committee, but could have been 
relied on, by the aristocratic, conservative leaders, had their presence and 
their votes been, at any time, needed ; and that a greater number than 
there were of the last-named class— a working minority of the Commit- 
tee, indeed— included such as John AIsop,Gabriel H. Ludlow, John Jay, 
and James Duane, who invariably acted and voted with the aristocratic, 
airti-revolutionary portion of the Committee, and, until they became 
candidates for the Congress, always in t)ppoaition to the revolutionary 
leaders and the revolutionary purposes. 

Well might the exiled Judge, Thomas Jones, writing of this Commit- 
tee, in the light of subsequent events, say, within ten years of its crea- 
tion, notwithstanding what he had said of the opposition to the Colonial 
policy of the Home Government, which all of them had presented, " The 
"majority were real friends to Government." ^{Hiatory of }^ewYurk dur- 
ing the BevolutioMnry War, i., 34.) 

<For the purpose of providing an additional authority, concerning 
much that has been stated, in this w^ork, concerning the relations which 
existed between the confederated " Merchants and Traders " and other 
high-toned citizens, and the more numerous, but unfhinchised, " Inhabi- 
" tauts of the City and County ; " concerning the desire of the former to 
abridge the influence which had been secured by the latter, while they 
were subject to the frequent appeals of the former ; and concerning the 
formation of the "Committee of Correspondence," since known as the 
"Committee of Fifty one," for the purpose of recovering, to the confed- 
erated, conservative " Merchants and Traders " and the Gentry, the con- 
trol of the political aflain of the City, we invite attention to tlie follow- 
ing very important Letter, written by a Westchester-county gentleman, 
who, when he could no longer servo the party of the Home Government, 
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The Committee which was thus created by the aris- 
tocratic, anti-revolutionary portion of those who, at 
that time, were opposing the Colonial policy of the 
Home Government, was largely intended, as we have 
shown, to serve as a check on the rising power, in 
political affairs, of the unfranchised Mechanics and 
Workingmen of the City of New York, especially of 
the revolutionary faction of those Working-men, while 
it would tend, also, to concentrate in " the Merchants 
'*and Traders" and Gentry of the City, thus confed- 
erated for the exercise of it, all of that political power, 
especially in matters of national concern, which that 
City and Province, at that time, could command, 
without the existence of a thought, among those who 
had promoted the scheme, if such a thought had any- 

wu among the earliest to become its nominal opponent ; and, subse- 
quently, to pose as a distinguished "patriot" and as a not less distin- 
guished republican statesman : 

"New York, May 20, 1774. 
" Dkak Sis : 

" You have heard, and you will hear, a i^reat deal about politics ; 

" and in the heap of Chaff you may find some grains of good sense. Be- 

"lieve me. Sir, Freedom and Bellgion are only watchwords. We have 

"appointed a Committee, or, rather, we have nominated one. Let me 

" give you the history of it. 

'* It is needless to premise, that the lower orders of Mankind are more 
'* easily led by specious appearances than those of a more exalted station. 
'* This, and many similar propositions, you know lietter than your hum* 
*' ble servant. 

"The troubles in America^ during GrenvUl«'$ Administration, put our 
" Gentry upon this >IneMe. They stimulated some daring Coxcombs to 
*' rouse the Mob into an attack upon the bounds of order and decency. 
" These fellows became the Jack Cude» of the day, the Leaders in all the 
*' Riots, the Brllwetherb of the Flock. Tlie reason of the mana?nvrp, in 
" those who wished to keep fair with the Government and, at the same 
"time, to receive the incense of popular applause, you will readily per- 
"ceive. On the whole, the Shepards were not much to blame, in a po- 
*' litical point of viuw. The Bellwethers Jingled merrily, and roared 
*' out, * Liberty,' and * Property,' and * Religion,' and a multitude of 
"cant terms, which every one thought he understotd, and was egreg?- 
" ously mistaken ; for you must know the Shepherds kept the Dictionary 
**of the Day ; and, like the Mysteries of the ancient Mythology, it whs 
" not for profane eyeii and ears. This answered many purposes : the 
" simple Flock put themselves entirely under tlie protection of these 
'* most excellent Shepherds. 

" By-and-bye, behold a great metamorphosis, without the help of Ovid 
" or his Divinities ; but entirely effectuateil by two modern Genii, the 
" God of Ambition and the Goddess of Faction. The first of these 
" prompted the Shepherds to shear some of their Flock ; and, then, in 
** conjunction with the other, converted the Bellwethers into Shepherds. 
" That we have been in hot water with the British Parliament^ ever 
"since, every body knows : consequently these new Shepherds have had 
" their hands fbll of employment. The old ones kept themselves leust in 
"sight ; and a want of confidence in each other was not the least ovil 
" which followed. The Port of Boston has been shut up. These Sheep, 
" simple as they are, cannot be gulled, as heretofore. In shnrt, there is 
" no ruling them ; and, now, to leave the metaphor, the heads of the 
*' Mobility grow dangerous to the Gentry ; and how to keep them duwn 
" is the question. 

"While they correspond with the other Colonies, call and dismiss 
"popular Assemblies, make Resolves to bind the Consciences of the rest 
" of Mankind, bully poor Printers, and exert with full force all their 
"other tribunitial powers, it is impossible to curb them. But Art some- 
" times goes farther than Force ; and, therefore, to trick them hand- 
**somely, a Committee of Patricians was to be nominated ; and into their 
" hands was to be committed the Majesty of the I'euple ; and the highest 
"trust was to be reposed in them by a man'tate that they should take 
"care, quod rmpubliea non cnpUU injuriam. The Tribunes, through the 
'* wunt of good legerdemain in the senatorial order, perceived the finesse ; 
"and, yesfeixlay, I was present at a grand division of the City; and, 
"then.*, I Iteheld mj' fellow -cltiKena very accurately counting all their 



a people, at such a time, and under such circumstances 
as then existed, and which would probably continue 
to exist, might, also, sensibly or insensibly, weaken if 
where existed, that such an organization, among such 
it should not destroy all those bonds of recognized 
dependence, and loyalty, and love, which, hitherto, 
had so firmly bound the Colony to the Mother Country. 
But, notwithstanding the evident intentions of those 
among whom the thought of creating such a Com- 
mittee had originated ; notwithstanding the purposes 
for which it had been created included no such pur- 
pose ; and notwithstanding a separation of the Colo- 
nies from the Mother Country had not yet become one 
of the questions of the day, that Committee of Corre- 
spondence in the City of New York, created and 

"Chickens, not only before any of them were hatched, but before above 
"one half of the Eggs were laid. In short, they fairly contended about 
"the f^iture forms of our Government, whether it should be founded 
" upon aristocratic or democratic principles. 

" I stood in the Balcony ; and, on my right hand were ranged all the 
" people of property, with some few poor dependants ; and, on the other, 
"all the Tradesmen, etc., who thought it worth their while to leave 
"their daily labour for the good of the Country. The spirit of the 
" English Constitution has yet a little inflnence left, and but a little. 
"Tlie remains of it, however, will give the wealthy people a superiority, 
"this time ; but, would they secure it, they must banish all Schoolma^- 
" ters and confine all Knowledge to themselves. This cannot be. The 
"Mob begin to think and to roHSon. Poor Reptiles I it is, with them, a 
" vernal Morning ; they are struggling to cast off their Winter's Slough ; 
" they bask in the Sunshine ; and, ere Noon, they will bit«, depend 
"upon it. The Gentry begin to fear this. Their Committee will be 
"apix)inted ; they will deceive the People; and, again, they will forfeit 
"a share of their Confidence. And if these instances of what with one 
"side is Policy, with the other Perfidy, shall continue to increase, and 
" become more frequent, farewell, Aristocracy. I see, and I see It with 
" fear and trembling, that if the Diitputes with Great Britain continue, 
"we shall be under the worst of all possible dominions ; we shall be 
"under the domination of a riotous Moli. 

" It is the interest of all men, therefore, to seek for re-union with the 
"parent State. A safe Compact seems, in my poor opinion, to be now 
"tendered. Internal taxation to be left with ourselves. The right of 
"regulating Trade to he vested in Britain, where alone is found the 
"power of protecting it I trust you will agree with me, that this is 
** the only possible mode of union. • ♦ • • 

"I am. Sir,, etc,, 

"Mb. PeXN. "Gtol'VERNEVR MORBIB." 

It was never pretended, if our memory serves us correctly, that 
the writer of this letter was a democratic republican : our readers can 
easily determine, from his contemptuous words, while describing the 
unfranchised Mechanics and Working-men of this City, how little 
of a republican of any other class, how much of a believer of the political 
dogma of the unqualified equality of all men, he was, notwithstanding 
what some historians, so called, have written of him. 

In the same spirit, was that note written by James Rivington, of New 
York, and received by Henry Knox, of Boston, subsequently a General 
in the Army of the Revolution and Secretary of War under President 
Washington, and (in his own estimation) never one of the people, which 
note was detected by the revolutionary leiulers in Boston, and commu- 
nicated to the "Sons of Liberty," in New York, by note, dated 19 June, 
1774. The words used by Rivington were these: "You may rest as- 
''sured that no non-im-, nur non-ex-portation will bo agreed upon 
"either here or at Philadelphia. The power over our crowd is no 
" longer in the hands of Sears, Lamb, and such unimportant persons, 
" who have for six years past, l>een the demagogues of a very turbulent 
"faction in this City; but their power and mischievous capacity ex- 
"pired instantly uiion the election of the Committee of Fifty-one, in 
"which there is a majority of inflexibly honest, loyal, and prudent 
"citizens."— (.VS letter of Thomas Young to John Lamb^ ••Boston, 19th 
•' June, 1774," in the " Lamb Pojmt*," New York Historical Society's 
Library. ) 
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fostered by the most aristocratic of her citizens, from 
the beginning of its existence, was one of the most 
powerful of those instrumentalities which, at that very 
time, were sapping the foundations of the Throne, in 
the Colonies ; and it was through the proposition and 
the persistent effort of that particular Comnyttee, that, 
▼ery soon after it was organized, another and yet more 
influential body was created, composed of influential 
and able men, mainly from the higher classes of 
society, by whom, not long afterwards, the Home 
Government was arraigned before the bar of the 
entire world, on well-sustained charges of Usurpation 
and Oppression ; by whom, also, the standard of a 
united Rebellion of all the Colonies was raised ; and 
by whom a revolutionary power, united and energetic, 
extending throughout the entire seaboard, was raised 
for its support. In opposition to the purposes and 
the demands of the small revolutionary element, in 
New York — in opposition, also, to the leaders and the 
revolutionary populace, in Boston, with whom the 
revolutionary leaders in New York were in constant 
correspondence and in entire harmony — the Com- 
mittee which the conservative, anti-revolutionary 
aristocracy of New York had thus created for the 
protection and the promotion of its own particular 
interests, the domestic as well as the foreign, originally 
proposed and persistently insisted on the organization 
of a Congress of Delegates from all the Colonies, for 
the united consideration of o^ the matters in difference 
between all the Colonies and the Home Grovernment; 
and it was that Congress, thus called into existence 
by an anti-revolutionary body, by assuming authority 
which had not been delegated to it and by disregard- 
ing the expressed opinions and intentions of those 
who were represented therein — at the expense, also, 
of its own consistency, in excepting one of the Colo- 
nies from the provisions of its Association^ in order to 
secure the vote of that Colony for the enforcement of 
that Association upon all the other Colonies — which 
not only closed the door of reconciliation with the 
Mother Country, which it was expected to have 
opened to its widest extent ; but, practically, it organ- 
ized a systematic and general Revolution, throughout 
the entire seaboard, which, ultimately, led to the over- 
throw of all monarchial power, within the entire 
•territory of each and every one of its several constitu- 
ent Colonies. Such a notable instance of the thing 
which had been created for a specific purpose, having 
been turned, in the progress of events, by the tact of 
a small proportion of its members, without violence 
and by some of those who had favored and assisted in 
the construction of it, against the greater number of 
those who had created it and for the overthrow of 
their purposes iji having done so, as was seen in the 
instance of that Committee of Correspondence in New 
York and in its notable results, is worthy of notice 
and remembrance ; and it may well serve, also, as a 
perpetual reminder, to those whose political conduct 
has not been altogether honest, and whose inclinations 



have, sometimes, been directed toward something 
else than that which has been indicated by their 
professions, that 

" There's a Divinity that BhapM our «DdS| 
** Bough 'hew them how we will.** 

m 

While the consolidated Opposition, in the City of 
New York, was thus actively employed in making 
preparations for a vigorous opposition to the latest 
measures of the Home Government and, in order to 
make that opposition more effective, in transferring 
the leadership of the confederated party of the Oppo- 
sition from the few who had previously assumed to 
lead the revolutionary portion of the unfranchised 
masses, in the violent proceedings in which, from time 
to time, the latter had been engaged, to the greater 
number, of higher social and pecuniary and political 
standing, who formed the large majority of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence which it.was creating, as its 
leader, in its opposition to the Ministry, the Town of 
Boston, also, was anxiously and carefully preparing 
for the coming catastrophe. 

On the evening of Tuesday, the tenth of May,^ Cap- 
tain Shayler arrived in the latter place, bringing 
intelligence of the passage of the Act of Parliament 
closing that Port. On the following day, Wednesday, 
the eleventh of May, the Committees of Correspond- 
ence from eight of the adjacent Towns were invited to 
meet the Boston Committee, for consultation;^ and 
on Thursday, the twelfth of May, those Committees 
assembled at Faneuil Hall, with Samuel Adams in 
the Chair and Joseph Warren acting as the leader, on 
the floor, and determined to send " Circular Letters " 
to the several Committees of Correspondence, where 
such Committees existed, in the other Colonies, 
urging, as the only proposed remedy for the threat- 
ened grievances, a renewal of that Non-Importation 
Association which, during the excitement which had 
followed the passage of the Stamp-Act, had been 
productive of so much success.' On Friday, the 
thirteenth of May, a Meeting of the Freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Town, legally qualified and 
duly warned, was holden in Faneuil Hall, Samuel 
Adams being in the Chair, at which it was voted^ 
" that it is the opinion of this Town, that, if the other 
" Colonies come into a joint Resolution to stop all 
** Importation from Great Britain and Exportation to 
" Great Britain and every part of the West Indies, till 



1 The M<u9acku$«tU Q<uett« of Thuraday, May 12, 1774, printed the 
text of the Boston Port-bill, in full, with the following heading : « Tues- 
" day arrired here Captain Shayler, in a Brig from London, who broaght 
" the most interesting and important Advices that ever was received at 
"the Port of Boston.*' 

See, also, Bancroft's Hiatory of the VniUd fiKo/M, original edition, vii., 
34 ; the tamet centenary edition, iv., 321 ; Frothingham's Bi»e of the £e- 
jni62ic, 320 ; etc. 

s Bancroft's Uitlory of the United StaU$, original edition, vU., 35 ; th^ 
satfM', centenary edition, iv., 321 ; Frothingham's i2iM of the liepvblic, 321. 

s Bancroft's HMorg of the United SUde$, original edition, vii'., 35-37 ; 
the tame^ centenary edition, iv., 321-323 ; Frothingham's Rine of th» 
Bfjmblicj 321, etc. 
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the Act for blocking up this Harbour be repealed, 
the same will prove the Salvation of North America 
and her Liberties. On the other hand, if they con- 
tinue their Exports and Imports, there is high reason 
'* to fear that Fraud, Power, and the most odious Op- 
**'J>re8sion will rise, triumphant, over Right, Justice, 
Social Happiness, and Freedom.'' It was also 
Ordered, that this Vote be forthwith transmitted by 
the Moderator to all our sister Colonies, in the 
*' Name and Behalf of the Town." * 

It will be seen, in these faithful statements of the 
doings of the leaders of the revolutionary party and 
of the doings of the revolutionary party, itself, in 
Boston, in May, 1774, that Massachusetts-men, there 
and at that time, recognized the existence of no 
grievance whatever, in any of the Colonies, except 
that which had been inflicted on Boston, in the pas- 
sage of the Boston Port-Bill ; that they elevated that 
local grievance, which had been inflicted only as a 
penalty for local offences against existing Statutes, to 
the level of that general Stamp- Act, which had been 
inflicted on every Colonist, throughout the entire 
Continent, not as a penalty for wrong doing, but as a 
general Tax, levied only for the increase of the 
national Revenue ; that they considered that a general 
determination, by all the Colonies, from Noya Scotia 
to Florida, to hold no commercial intercourse what- 
ever with the Mother Country and with all the West 
Indian Colonies, foreign as well as British, was 
necessary for the protection of the delinquent Town 
from the threatened consequences of its persistent 
violation of the Laws of the Nation ; that they arro- 
gantly assumed that general action of all the 
Colonies must be taken, uniformly, in a distinct and 
clearly defined line, which those Massachusetts- men 



1 ProeeedingM of th« MeeHng, in Force's AmeHean Arehtvet^ Fourth Se- 
ries, i., 331, and in Dawson's The Park and iU VUdnUy, 32. 

See, also, Letter from Thonuu Young to John Lambf " Bosrow, May 13, 
" 1774 ;" Holt*B New-York Journal, No. 1637, New-York, Thursday, May 
19, 1774 ; RtriMffton's New-York Gazetteer, No. 57, Nbw-Tokk, Thursday, 
May 19, 1774; Qalne's Aew- Forik Gazette and Mercury, No. 1178, Niw- 
ToRK, Monday, May 23, 1774 ; Lteuienant-governor Golden to Governor 
TVyoN, " Sprimo Hill 31st May, 1774 ; " the eame to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, " Nrw-Tork 1st June, 1774 ; " Annual Register for 1775, 4 ; Hi$- 
lory of the War in America, Dublin: 1779, i., 19, 20 ; Andrews' HUtoryof 
the War *Mh America, Loudon : 1785, i., 134 ; Gordon's Hittory of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, London : 1788, i., 3(51 ; Ramsey's Hietory of the American 
RevoluHon, London : 1791, i., 112 ; Stedman's Hietory of the Ameriam 
War, London: 1794, i., 93 ; Adolphus's Hielory of England, lx)ndon : 
18)5, ii., 122, 123 ; "Paul Allen's" Hietory of the American Reeolvlion, 
Baltimore, 1822, i., 181 ; Morse's Annala of the American Revolution, Hart- 
ford : 1824, 179, 180 ; Pitkin's History of the United States, New Haven : 
1828, i., 270 ; Orahame's History of the United Htates, London : 1836, Iv., 
347, 348 ; Hildreth's History of the UniUd States, New York : 1856, First 
Series, iii.,34; Leake's Memoir of General John Lamb, Albany: 1857, 
84-86 ; Loesing's SeveiUeen hundred and seventy-six. New York : 122 ; 
Loaaing's Field-book of the Revolution, New York: 1851, i., 507; Ban- 
croft's History of the UnUed Stales^ original edition, Boston : 1858, vli., 
37 ; the same, cent«<nai7 edition, Boston : 1876, iv., 323 ; Frothlngham's 
Rise of the Republic, Boston : 1872, 321, 322 ; Lodge's History of the Eng- 
lish Gjlonies, New York : 1881, 489; etc. 

Lendnim, {History of the United States ;) LoeslDg, (History of the UnUed 
State*, \S'A ;) and Ridpath, {Htstory of the United Slatce ;) made no allusion 
to this very Important Meeting. 



specifically and definitely laid down, and in no other 
line whatever, leaving nothing to the choice or the 
better judgment or the existing circumstances of any 
others, any where; that even their New England 
ingenuity contrived no other remedy lor their merely 
local grievance than that speciiic suspension of the 
entire agricultural and manufacturing industries of 
all the Colonies, except to the extent of supplying 
the demand for the productions of their industries for 
home-consumption only, as well as the specific sus- 
pension of all the Commerce of all the Colonies, 
except that with the French Colonies of St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, on the coast of Newfoundland — with 
which, by the bye, so large a portion of the smuggling 
by Massachusetts -men was, then and subsequently, 
carried on* — all of which, without any possible 
abatement, they definitely proposed and positively 
insisted on ; and that, in their complacency, they 
dared, also, to assert, if not to threaten, that the con- 
sequence of disobedience to their audacious proposi- 
tion, in any of the Colonics, would be the triumphant 
rise of Fraud, Power, and the most odious Oppression, 
over Right, Justice, Social Happiness, and Freedom.' 
In short, the principles and " patriotic " impulses of 
those men of Boston began and ended in the proposed 
promotion of nothing else than their own individual 
and local interests, at the expense of the entire 
prostration of business, internal as well as external, 
except that of Smuggling, from one extremity to the 
other of the Atlantic seaboard — the warp, the woof, 
and the filling of their neatly woven web were, in 
fact, nothing else, whatever, than unadulterated, 
audacious selfishnebs; and that selfishness, in that 
particular connection, was seen, more distinctly than 
it had previously been seen, when, a few weeks after- 
wards, the alms of the Continent, which had been 
sent for the particular relief of the sick and suffering 
poor of Boston, whom, it was said, the Port-Bill had 



« " Lord Sandwich.— Do not the New England Fishing-ships carry on 
"an illicit Trade with the French? 

*• CoMMODORK Shuldu AM .—Certainly ; their Ships meet at Sea ; and 
" they supply them with Provisions, Bum, Stores, and the Ships them- 
"selves ; and return loaded with French Manufactures."— (JExmntNofion 
of Crtmmodore Shuldham, Gorertior of Xeirfotoidland, before the House of 
Lords, March 15, 1776.) 

* It will not be out of place, in this connection, to state the fact that 
Boston could have averted all the evils ascribed to the Boston Port-Bill, 
by paying for what some of her lawless inhabitants had destroyed -as 
property destroyed by mobs, in our day, must be paid for by the County in 
which it is destroyed, as Alleghany-county, Pennsylvania, sorrowfully 
knows, as one ol the several results of the notable " Pittsburg Riots" of 
1877. She was evidently inclined to do so, in the beginning; but she 
was counselled by the Caucus of Town Committees, prompted by Joseph 
Warren, not to do so ; and the Committee of Correspondence at Phila- 
delphia subsequently urged her to pay, without success. As will be 
seen, in another part of this Chapter, however, the infliction of the Bos- 
ton Port- Bill was a pecuniary advantage to that Town ; and it is not im- 
possible that it was foreseen, at that time, that a ]viyment for the Tea 
which had been destroyed by one ot her mobs, would deprive the 
Town of all the pecuniary advantages to be derived from a refusal to 

do BO. 

What wonderful results, arising from that refusal to pay for what a 
mob had destroyed, have been seen, throughout the wurld, fh>m that 
day to this. 
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deprived of their usual means of support, were 
diverted from the particular purposes for which they 
had been contributed, and employed, instead, for the 
particular benefit of Boston's tax-payers, in relieving 
them from the necessity of levying an unusual Poor- 
tax for the relief of the more than usually large 
number of those who were willing to live on charity ; 
and in " cleaning Docks, making Dykes, new laying 
** of old Pavements in the public streets, etc.'' — all of 
them '* public concerns, of no advantage to any in- 
'' dividual, any further than as a member of the 
community to which he or (^he belonged. Not a 
single Wharf, Dock, Dyke, or Pavement, belonging 
"to any individual, was ordered to be made or 
** repaired," notwithstanding many of those who had 
been really thrown out of employment could have 
found reuumerative occupation in such works of 
private concern ; " but only such '' were thus made or 
repaired " as, by the constant usage of the Town, had 
" always been supported at the expense of the pub- 
" lie " — in other words, at the expense of the tax- 
payers, the aristocracy of that peculiarly democratic 
and peculiarly revolutionary Town. One of "the 
"chief concerns of the principal inhabitants" was 
"for those Tradesmen, whose small funds, though 
" sufficient for the small purposes of life, yet would 
" soon be exhausted, if their resources were cut off" — 
in other words, for the payment of debts, due by 
those Tradesmen to those " principal Inhabitants," 
which, otherwise, would have been worthless — and 
Nails, and Ropes, and Baizes, and "Shirt-cloths," 
and Shoes, and other articles were manufactured, at 
the expense of the charitable, elsewhere, which were 
disposed of, by the " Gentlemen " who managed the 
speculation, to whom and at such prices as best 
answered the purposes ot all concerned.* Need there 
be any surprise that, as one of their countrymen has 
since said, without a blush, " the people of Boston, 
" then the most flourishing commercial Town on the 
" Continent, never regretted their being the principal 
" object of ministerial vengeance; " telling us, at the 
same time, that the " thousands who depended on their 
" daily labor for bread said : * We shall suffer in a 
" ' good cause ; the righteous Being who takes care of 
" * the Ravens that cry unto him, will provide for us 
"*and ours'"?* Need there be any surprise, also, 

1 A pttper, dated *' Boston Augtut 29, 1774/' responsive to *'a report 
*" indtutriouflly propagated in New York" — but without any indication 
by whom written or where published — which was printed in Force's 
American Archivex^ Fourth Series, i., 743, 744. 

See, also, a Letter from WUliam Cooper — the well-known Town-Clerk 
of Boston — to a Gentleman in Keto York\ dated " Boston : S^tember 12, 
**1774,*^ writtonin response to inquiries, and with the knowledge of 
'*8orae of the Committee appointed to receive donations/' 

s Bancroft's Hittory of the UuUed Slatea, original edition. Til., 48; the 
MMff centenary edition, iv., 332. 

On the thirty-flrst of May, 1774, John Scollay wrote, ttom Boston, to 
Arthur Lee, in London, ** Thousands that depend on their daily labour 
"for support, must be reduced to the greatest degree of distress and 
** want. However, they will suffer in a good Cause, and that righteous 
** Being who takes care of the Bavens who ciy unto Him, will provide 
'*for them and theirs." 



that such principles and such purposes as were thus 
presented to the several Colonies, found little favor, 
anywhere, except among those of the assumed leaders 
of the unfranchised inhabitants of the City of New 
York, who favored revolutionary measures, and who 
had not been included in the recently appointed 
Committee of Correspondence, the Committee of 
Fifty-one, in that City ?' 

On Tuesday evening, the seventeenth of May, Paul 
Revere, bearing letters from the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, in Boston, in which were inclosed copies 
of the Vote of that Town, to which reference has been 
made, arrived in the City of New York* — there was, 
also, in his saddlebags, a very interesting letter from 
one of the master spirits in that Town, to his corres- 
pondent in New York, reciting more of the motives of 
the Massachusetts-men, in their construction of the 
Resolutions of the Town -meeting in Boston, than was 
told elsewhere ; ^ but there is no evidence that Revere 
brought anything whatever from the Caucus which 
had been convened in Faneuil Hall, on the preced- 
ing Wednesday.^ In accordance with his instructions, 
Revere immediately proceeded to Philadelphia, to 
deliver the letters which had been addressed to the 
Committee of Correspondence in that City ; ^ and 

How wonderfully similar thoughts, originated in different minds, will 
sometimes run in parallel grooves, far apart, as in this instance ; and 
still more wonderful it is, when, as in this instance, the thoughts are 
uttered in words so wonderfully similar. 

> Alexander McDougal and all those of the former rbvolutionaiy 
leaders who were included in that Committee, as will be seen in the 
course of this narrative, on the twenty-third of May, by a formal vote, 
concurred with their aristocratic, antl-reyolutionary associates in con- 
demning the proposition of the Town of Boston and in offering another, 
in its stead : it remained only for John Lamb and those who had not 
been favored with seats in that body, to continue their agreement, in 
political affairs, with the revolutionary leaders, in Boston. 

It will be seen, also, in the course of this narrative, that Boston was 
not sustained, in her unreasonable demands, by any of the Committees 
of the larger Towns and Cities, in other Colonies. 

4** On Tuesday Evening, arrived here Mr. Revere, who came Express 
*' fh>m Boston, which he left on Saturday, about 2 o'clock in the Alter- 
<' noon."— (Holt's .Vsir-Iorib Journal, No. 1637, New-Yohk, Thursday, 
May 19, 1774.) 

^ Reference is made to a letter which was written by Thomas Young, 
immodlacely after the adjournment of the Town-Meeting, May 13, and 
addressed to John Lamb, in the City of New York. It may be seen 
among the **LaiHb Papei%'^ in the Library of the New York Historical 
Society ; and every student of the history of that eventfbl period will be 
amply re-paid for whatever time he may spend in a carafnl perusal 
of it. 

The MtMutes of the Committee of Correepondenee^ " New York, JlfoNday, 
" Mity 23, 1774," contain a record of the reading oi *' Letters from the 
" Committee of Correspondence of Boston, with a Vote of the Town of 
** Boston, of the 13th instant, and a Letter from the Oommlttee of Phil- 
** adelphla ; " and, in the absence of any allusion to any other letter what- 
ever, there is no reason for supposing that anything, in addition to those 
three letters, was received from any other organization or person, at Bos- 
ton or elsewhere. 

7 Revere was at Philadelphia, on the twentieth of May, when the in- 
habitants of that City appointed its Committee of Correspondence ; and, 
on the following day, he left that City, on his return, carrying with him, 
to New York and Boston, if not to other Towns and Cities on his route, 
copies of a Circular Letter, probably from the pen of John Dickinson, 
containing the response of Philadelphia to the Boston Resolutions, and, 
generally, surveying the political situation of the Colonies, from the 
Philadelphia standpoint. — {Proceedings of the Meeting which aj^pointed the 
Committeef Hay 20, 1774, aN<2 a copy of the Circular Letter, written by the 
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those who had been nominated to the Committee of 
Correspondence in New York, the Committee itself 
not having been formally established, evidently 
availed themselves of that opportunity to write to 
Philadelphia, in which, also, no Committee had been 
appointed, on the subject of the Boston Resolutions, 
and, unquestionably, in opposition to the propositions 
which they contained.^ 

Those who had been appointed to membership in 
the proposed Committee of Correspondence of the 
City of New York— in the " Committee of Fifty- 
" one," as it was popularly called — were duly assembled, 
at the Coffee-House, on Monday, the twenty-third 
of May, 1774, forty-three of the fifty-one being present; 
and the Committee was duly organized by the ap- 
pointment of Isaac Low, as its permanent Chairman, 
and that of John Alsop, as its permanent Deputy- 
chairman ^ — ^at a subsequent Meeting, Joseph Alli- 
cocke was appointed Secretary, and Thomas Pettit, 
Messenger, of the Committee ; ' the first two, in whom 
some authority was vested, being high-toned, anti- 
revolutionary Merchants ; while the last two, who 
were not members of the Committee, and to whom no 
authority was given, were among those unfranchised, 
revolutionary Workingmen, whom the former had pre- 
viously looked on with so much disfavor. 

Immediately after the organization of the Commit- 
tee had been completed, a letter was received from 
"the body of the Mechanics, signed by Jonathan 
" Blake, their Chairman," informing the Committee of 
the concurrence of the Mechanics with the other in- 
habitants of the City, in their nomination of it; 
which clearly indicated the entire good faith of the 
great body of the unfranchised masses, in the transfer 
of the leadership of the confederated party of the Op- 
position, from those, with revolutionary tendencies, 
who had called themselves " Sons of Liberty," to the 
aristocratic, conservative elements of the party op- 
posed to the Colonial policy of the Home Govern- 
ment, which had been made at the Coffee-house, on 
the preceding Thursday ; and clearly indicating, also, 
that whatever the differences between the two fac- 
tions, on social questions, might be, they were one in 
all which related to the great political questions of the 
day, concerning the obnoxious features of the Colo- 
nial policy of the Home Government, notwithstand- 
ing the disappointment of some of the assumed leaders 
of those masses, when they had failed to secure seats 
in the Committee * — the sinister purposes of those who 



Committee— both re-printed in Force' a American Arohivet^ Fourth Series, 
1., 340-342.) 

1 Th§ OommittM of Corre»pondmc6 of "PhQaddphioL to the Committee of 
Corre$p<ntdeHce to Botlon, " Philadelphia, May 21«<, 1774," coplee of 
which '* were traosmltted to New-York and most of the Southern Colo- 

"niee." 
^MimUea of the CommiUee, " New- York, Monday^ May 23fl, 1774." 
9 3Iinute$ of tite OmviUtee^ *' New-York, Jiray30, 1774." 
* Minutes ofthsCommitUe, " New- York, Monday, May 23d, 1774." 
See, also Holt's New- York Journal^ No. 1C.38,New-Yobk, Thursday, May 

26 1774, In which appeal's the following : "Since the Meeting at the Cof- 



had proposed the Caucus which had been assembled 
at Sam. Francis's had been established ; the unfran- 
chised masses and those who had assumed to be 
their leaders had been generally hoodwinked ; and 
even the watchful " Sons of Liberty," with here and 
there an exception, were apparently contented. 

At the same meeting of the Committee, the letters 
from the Committees of Correspondence in Boston 
and Philadelphia, to which reference has been made, 
were laid before it. The letter from Philadelphia be- 
ing only a reflex of what had been written to that 
Committee by those who had subsequently been con- 
firmed as members of this, it received no official at- 
tention, at that time ; but those from Boston, which 
included the Vote of the Town of which mention has 
been made, were referred tq a Sub-committee, com- 
posed of Alexander McDougal, Isaac Low, James 
Duane, and John Jay, with instructions to consider 
the subject to which those letters were devoted ; to 
prepare a draft of an answer thereto ; and to report 
the same, to the Committee, at eight o'clock on the 
same evening, to which hour the Committee then ad- 
journed.* 

The disposition of the majority of the Committee 
of Correspondence, as well as the line of action which 
those who controlled it' intended to take, as far as it 
related to the great body of the unfranchised inhab- 
itants and their rapidly increasing influence in the 
control of the political affairs of the Colony, was 
clearly defined and boldly presented, at that first op- 
portunity to do so, in the formation of that very im- 
portant Sub-Committee, in which the well-known 

"fee-Hoiue on Thursday last, the Merchants and Mechanicka, who were 
** opposed to the Committee of Correspondence consisting of Fifty-one 
"Persons, have, for the Salutary Purpose of Union among ourselves, 
"agreed to that Number ; and that the Gentlemen whoee Names were 
" published in Mr. Gaine's last Paper, be the Committee for this City." 

The correspondence of Lieutenant-governor Golden with Governor 
Tryon and with the Earl of Dartmouth very clearly Indicates that that 
remarkable old man was not deceived by the doings, In politics, of the 
" Merchants and Traders" and Gentry of New York ; that their social 
and commercial and profewlonal standing did not warrant what he re- 
garded, very reasonably, their tendency toward rebellion ; and that, 
while he hoped their influence would restrain the violence of .those with 
whom they were associated, he never regarded them as, truly, friends of 
the Home Government nor of the Sovereign. 

^Srinuteeof the Committee, "New .York, Monday, May 23, 1774." 

« Bancroft, {Hiet^yry of the United Utate; original edition, vii., 41, 42 ; 
the $ame^ centenary edition, iv., 327,) said " the control fell into the 
" hands of men who, like John Jay, still aimed at reconciling a contin- 
"ued dependence on England with the Just ft-eodom of the Colonies." 

The principal purposes of the Committee, in all which related to na- 
tional politics, were tlie protection of those who were constantly em- 
ployed in Smuggling ; the exemption of the Colonies from the payment 
of Import Duties and Direct Taxes levied by the Parliament ; and the 
continued military protection of the Colonies, at the expense of the 
Mother Country, unless the unlikely contingency should arise of a vol- 
untary taxation of themselves, for that purpose. Besides these, the 
chief purpose of the Committee was to relegate the unfranchised masses 
of the City of New York, of all cl eases, to the obscurity and dependence 
of vassals ; and to place itself at the head of all the political elements of 
the Colony, as the autocratic, anti-revolutionary ruler of both the Colo- 
nists and the Government— in all of which, unquestionably, James 
Duane*s and John Jay's were the master minds, within the Committee, 
and William Smith's that which was not within it 
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ultra-democratic Chairman was made harmless^ in the 
iBtereet of the conservative aristocracy, hy the addi- 
tion of three of the most conservative members 
of the Committee, as his associates; and what 
was known to have been the decided preference of the 
revolutionary portion of the unfranchised Working- 
men of the City, by whom the policy and the action 
of the Town of Boston were known to have been gen- 
erally approved, was openly, if not defiantly, disre* 
garded. 

At eight o'clock, in the evening, the pommittee as- 
sembled in an adjourned Meeting, thirty-eight of the 
fifty-one members being present ; and the Sub-com- 
mittee, which had been appointed at the forenoon 
session, reported the following draft of a letter, as 
suitable for a response to the letters received from 
Boston : 

" New- York, May 23, 1774. 
*' Gentlemen : 

*^ The alarming Measures of the British Parliament, 
"relative to your ancient and respectable Town, 
" which has so long been the Seat of Freedom, fill the 
''Inhabitants of this City with inexpressible Alarm. 

" As a sister Colony, suffering in Defence of the 
" Rights of America, we consider your Injuries as a 
" common Cause, to the redress of which it is equally 
^* our Duty and our Interest to contribute. But, what 
" ought to be done in a Situation so truly critical, 
" while it employs the anxious Thoughts of every 
"generous Mind, is very hard to be determined. 

"Our Citizens have thought it necessary to appoint 
" a large Committee, consisting of fifty-one Persons, 
" to correspond with our sister Colonies, on this and 
"every other matter of public Moment; and, at ten 
** o'clock this forenoon, we were first assembled. Your 
" Letter, enclosing the Vote of the Town of Boston, 
" and the Letier of your Committee of Correspond- 
" ence, were immediately taken into consideration." 

" While we think you justly entitled to the Thanks 
" of your sister Colonies, for asking their Advice on 
" a Case of such extensive Consequences, we lament 
" our Inability to relieve your Anxiety, by a decisive 
''Opinion. The Cause is general, and concerns a 

whole Continent, who are equally interested with 

you and us ; and we foresee that no Remedy can 
" be of avail, unless it proceeds from the joint Act 
''and Approbation of all. From a virtuous and 
"spirited Union, much may be expected; while the 
" feeble Efforts of a Few will only be attended with 
<' Mischief and Disappointments to themselves, and 
" Triumph to the Adversaries of our Liberty. 

" Upon these Reasons, we conclude that a Congress 
" of Deputies from the Colonies, in general, is of the 
"utmost Moment; that it ought to be assembled, 
''without Delay; and some unanimous Resolution 
" formed, in this fatal Emergency, not only respect- 
"ing your deplorable Circumstances, but for the 
" Security of our common Rights. Such being our 
" Sentiments, it must be premature to pronounce any 
2 
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" Judgment on the Expedient which you have sug- 
" gested. We beg, however, that you will do us the 
"Justice to believe that we shall continue to Act 
" with a firm and becoming Regard to American 
" Freedom, and to co-operaie with our sister Colonies, 
" in every Measure which shall be thought salutary 
" and conducive* to the public Good. 

" We have nothing to add, but that we sincerely 
" condole with you, in your unexampled Distresses, 
" and to request your speedy Opinion of the proposed 
" Congress, that, if it shall meet with your Approba- 
" tion, we may exert our utmost Endeavours to carry 
" it into execution. 

" We are, Gentlemen," etc. 

That evidently well-considered paper, probably the 
production of the mind and the pen of James Duane,* 
was so temperate in its tone and so judicious in its 
suggestions, that, after it had been presented as the 
Report of the Sub-Committee, it commended itself to 
the Committee with so much force, that it was ap- 
proved without a dissenting voice ; ^ and the Chair- 
man was ordered to send copies .of it, duly signed, to 
the Committees of Correspondence, in Boston and 
Philadelphia.^ 

It will be seen that the Committee r^arded the 
dispute with the Home Government as something 
more than a merely local matter, in which the Town 
of Boston was the only sufferer ; and that it was not 
inclined, therefore, to confine its action, as the Vote 
of that Town had sought to confine it, to the particu- 
lar subject of the Boston Port-Bill, nor to direct all 
its efforts, as that Vote had solicited, entirely to the 
redress of the grievances of that particular Town. 
On the contrary, it recognized the equal importance 
of "every other matter of public moment;" it as- 
serted that " the Cause was general and concerned a 
" whole Continent, who was equally interested " with 
themselves; and it insisted that " no remedy can be 
" of avail, unless it proceeded from the joint Act and 
" Approbation of all." It was not inclined, without 

1 We are not Inaeiisible of the fact that many snppoee that the author- 
ahip of this notable letter belongs to John Jay ; bnt, bctcause the entire 
■pirit of It ifl 80 unlike what be would hare presented in huch a letter, 
written under such circumstanoes ; and becanee he is known to have 
been more inclined to reoort to a Non-Importation Agreement than James 
Duane was, we prefer to favor the belief that the latter gentleman 
wrote It. 

> Because it was so entirely antagonistic to the known principles of 
the Boston-men with whom the minority of the Committee, in their indi- 
vidual relations, bad been previously so entirely in accord, this answer to 
the letters from Boston, approved by the unanimous vote of the Commit- 
tee, affords additional evidence of the entire good faith of the great body 
of the unfranchised inhabitants of the City, in its concurrence in the ap- 
pointment of the Committee of Fifty-one, and of the acquiescence in 
that appointment of, at least, those of the previously assumed leaders of 
those inhabitants who had been admitted to seats in that Committee. 

* Mmutet of tk« OommUiee^ (a4)oumed Meeting) "Nbw Tobk, May 23, 
"1774 ;" Holfs New- York Jwma/, No. 1638, New- York, Thursday, May 
26, 1774; Galne'sAVtp- Fort Gazette and Mercwry^ No. 1178, Nkw- York, 
Monday, May 23; No. 1179, New- York, Monday, May 30, and No. 1183, 
Nbw-Tork, Monday, June 27, 1774 ; HvcingUnCt Sew-York Gasetieer^ No. 
57, Nbw-York Thursday, May 19, and No. 58, Nkw-York, Thumdny. 
May 26, 1774. 
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due consideration, to paralyze the industries and the 
commerce of the entire Continent, only for the par- 
ticular benefit of one Town — it preferred to regard 
the particular grievance of that Town as only one 
among many grievances, endured by other Towns, 
as well as by that, and by the entire Continent ; and 
it wisely made all those grievances a common cause, 
and proposed to remedy them, as far as a remedy 
could be found in America, by a concerted move- 
ment of all the parties who were suffering from 
them. It was the first, or among the fir^t, to dis- 
regard the peculiar selfishness of the popular leaders 
in Boston, by whom the grievances of that particular 
Town had been thrust into an undue prominence, for 
the relief of which, especially, they insisted, the 
entire efforts of the entire Continent must be directed ;' 
and it was the first to propose and to insist on the 
convention of a Congress of Deputies from all the 
Colonies, in which all the grievances which were ^m- 
tained by each and every of those Colonies could be 
duly considered, and concerted action be secured 
from the entire Continent, for the relief of all who 
were aggrieved.^ How much, in that well-considered 

1 Tb« Committee of CoirespondeDce of Philadelphia, after it had re- 
ceived and publicly read the opinioDS of those who had been nominated 
BM memben of the limilar Committee, in New York, not yet organized, 
had, to acme extent, done so, at an earlier date ; but the reply of the 
Committee in New York accompanied that of the Committee in Phila- 
delphia, Paul Beyere having taken both, at the same time, on his return 
to Boston. 

s We are not* insensible of the fact that the origin of the Congress of 
the Continent, which was assembled at Philadelphia, in 1774, has been 
yarlonsly stated, by many of those who have preceded us ; and we are 
equally Sbusible of the other fact, that individuals, in different Colonies, 
without any connection with each other, had suggested, thtoreticaUy^ that 
such a Congress would be useful for various limited and, generally, local 
purposes, previously to that more general and practical proposition which 
was made by the Committee of Correspondence in New York, on the 
occasion under consideration. 

The Town of Providence, in Town-meeting, May 17, 1774, was, proba- 
bly, the flret organized body which recommended a Cong^ress of the sev- 
eral Colonies, for general purposes ; but it only requested the Deputies 
of the Town, in the approaching General Assembly, to " use their influ- 
" ence, '' in that body, not yet oMnentbled^ *' for promoting a Congrees, as soon 
** as may be, of the Representatives of the General Assemblies of the 
"several Colonies and Provinces in North A menca,*' for the general 
purposes of the whole number, {Proeeedinga of the Toirn'Meeiing^ reprint- 
ed in Force's AtMriean ArchiveB^ Fourth Series, i., 33:) ;) and the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of Philadelphia, in its reply to the Committee 
of Corresptmdence of Boston, dated ** Philadelphia, 3fay 21, 1774," com- 
pared the proposition of Boston, to enter into an Asseciation of Non- 
Exportation and Non-Intercourse, with the proposition of New-York, to 
convene a Congress of the Colonies, without determining which of the 
two it would approve, (Letter^ daUd m above etatedy) leaving the subject 
undecided, until the eighteenth of June, when the Congress waa deter- 
mined on, by a Meeting of the Citizens, without the intervention of the 
Committee, (ProeeedinQB of the Meeting^ reprinted in Force's American Ar- 
chiret. Fourth Series, 1., 426, 427.) 

Because the General Assemblies of the greater number of the Colonies, 
at that time, could not have elected Deputies to the proposed Congress, 
even if they had been willing to have done so-^the Governor having, in 
each case, the power of prorogtiing or dissolving the Assembly, which, 
in the greater number of instances, he would have certainly done — the 
action 'of the Town of Providence, although well intended, could not re- 
sult in the convention of a Congress ; and what was done by the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence in Philadelphia, was not entitled to the hon- 
orable mention of it, which Frothingham and others have made, since 
it amounted to nothing, either of approval or disapproval of the New- 



and judicious action, the Committee of Correspond- 
ence, in New York, offended those of the revolu- 
tionary clique, in that City-, who had not been invited 
to places and seats in that Committee, and how much 
the revolutionary leaders and the revolutionary popu- 

York proposition to convene a Congress. The honor, what there was of 
it, remains, therefore, with the Committee of Correspondence of New- 
York, as related in the text, of having originated the Congress, on the 
twenty-third of May, with the additional honor of having established 
the proposition for such a Congress, in the face of and notvrithstanding 
the determined opposition of the Maasachusetts-men, In Boston, led by 
Samuel Adams, Joieph Warren, and their well-eulogized associates. . 

The Committee of Correspondence of the Colony of Connecticut con* 
cnrred in the recommendation which the Committee in New York had 
made, on the fourth of June, {The Committee of Correspondence of the 
General Ateembly of New York to the Committer of Coireepondeitoe of the 
Colony of Connectiemt, " Niw Yobk, June 24. 1774 ; ") the General As- 
sembly of Rhode Island did so, on the fifteenth of June, (Jonmai of the 
Qeneral Aeernnblg^ June 15, 1774— £«ror(ffl of Rhode leland, vii., 246 ;) the 
General Court of Massachusetts did so on the seventeenth of June, {Jour- 
nalofthe House of Itepreeentalivee, June, 1774;) and the City of Phila- 
delphia, OS above stated, did so on the eighteenth of June. 

It has suited the purposes of some to bring forward the doings of 
eighty-nine members of the dissolved House of Burgesses of Virginia, 
assembled at the Baleigh Tavern, at W^illiamsburg, on the twenty-sev- 
enth of May, aa a contestant for the honors of New York, in this matter ; 
but that Meeting was held four days aft«*r the proposition had been 
made in New York ; and what it did was only to ** recommend to the Com- 
** mittee of Correspondence that they communicate with the several Cor* 
'* n'sponding Committees, on the expediency of appointing Deputies from 
" the several Colonies of British America, to meet in a Genenl Con- 
"gresi," etc., which was dune on the following day, in which, however, 
nothing else was done than 1o solicit, from each Committee, its '* senti- 
"ments on the subject." {Proceedimg»of the Meeting^ reprinted in the 
Boetoti Gaaette of June 13, 1774, quoted by Frothingham, in his Rite of 
the Republie, 333.) 

The reliability of what is known as " history '* may be seen in what 
has been published concerning this first proposition to convene a Con- 
gress of the Colonies. Frothingham, (fiine of the Republic, 322,) is the 
only one who has alluded to the really original, but impracticable, pro- 
position by the Town of Providence. Without making the slightest allu- 
sion to what was done in New York, Burke's Annual RegiUer for 1776, 
6; History of the War in America, Dublin : 1779.1., 21 ; Andrews's His- 
tory of the War with Amerusa, ^ndon : 1785, i., 136; 8ouW a Histoire dei 
Troubles dsFAmirique Anglaise^ Paris: 1787,1., 48; Chez et Lebnin*B 
HiUoire polUiqus et philosophique de'la Revolution, Paris: an 9, 109 ; Sted- 
man's History of the American IKor, London: 1794, i., 94, 95 ; Adolphus's 
History of England, London : 1805, ii., 124 ; " Paul Allen's" History of the 
American Revolution, Baltimore : 1822, i., 184 ; Pitkin's History of the 
United States, New Haven: 1828, i., 271, 272; Wilson's Hiatory ofths 
American Revolution, Baltimore : 1834, 100 ; Grahame's History of the 
United States, London : 18.S6, Iv., 849 ; Lossing's Seventeen hundred and 
seventy-six. New York : 1847, 123 ; his Field-Book of the Revolution, New 
York : 1861, ii., 486 ; Bidpath's History of the United States, New York : 
1880, 296; A. H. Stephens's i//«tory o/ fA« United Stales, Vey/r York: 1874, 
16f), 167 ; Holmes's History of the UnUed States, New York : 1871, 105, 
and several others, assigned the proposition for a Congress to Virginia. 
Mercy Warren's History of the American Revolution, Boston : 1806, i., 
135 ; Lendrum's History of the American Revolution, Exeter: 1836, i., 63 ; 
De Bochelle's Alats Unis d* Amiritpie, Paris : 1846, 173 ; Losbing's Histo- 
ry of Ute United States, New York: 1857, 227; and the series of smaU 
Historif s of the United States, by the same author, without alluding to 
what was done in New York, preferred to regard what was done by the 
House of Bepresentatives of Massachusetts, on the seventeenth of June, 
as the origin of the Congress. Frothlngham's Rise of the Republic, 322, 
323, oetentatioosly presented what was done in Massachusetts and **the 
' *other New England Colonies, ' ' and then said with questionable integri^, 
as he was acquainted witli the facts, " the sentiment and determination 
" of the patriots south of New England were represented In the pro- 
" ceedlngs of the Vli^nla meeting, " which he described,at considerable 
length, without making the slightest allusion to the earlier proceedings 
of Pennsylvania and New York, where the Congress certainly originated. 
Gordon's History of the American Revolution, London : 1788, 1, 362, cor- 
rectly assigned the origination of the Congress to the Committee of Cor- 
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lace of Boston were also offended by it, are well known 
to the student of the history of that period ^ — ^liow 
much, also, that action of* the Committee, in New 
York, has been made the text of misrepresentation 
and abuse, whenever it has been referred to, in the 
historical literature of New England, from that day 
to this, is known to all who are acquainted with the 
peculiar peculiarities of that well-filled class of the 
productions of American home-industry.^ 

reapondencQ in New York ; but, without the slighteflt ihadow of truth, 
it stHtad that the Committee was coDtroIled by Isaac Sean, who was 
one of the minority of that body ; and that it waa opposed by " the To- 
"riee/* not one of which party was then a member of the Committee. 
Bameay's HUtory of the United StattH, London : 1791, i., 114, Cf«rrectly 
assigned the origination of the Congress to New Yorlc ; but it iuaccurately . 
stated that it was done "at the first meeting of the inhabitants," instead 
of at the first meeting of the Committee which the inhabitants had 
chosen, a few days preylously, for their political leaders. Hildreth*s 
Mutors of the UHited States, New Yorlc : 1856, First Series, iii , 35, pni- 
sented the facts as they really took place, giving to the Committee of 
Correspondence of New York the origination of the Congress; and 
Leake's Memoir of GeneralJohn Lamb, Albany : 1857 ; Dawson's Park 
and it» Viemity, New York: 1855, 33; McDonald and Blackburn's 
Bouthtm Hiatory of the United Statee, Baltimore : 1869, 170 ; and de Lan- 
cey's Notee on Joneses Hietory of New York during the Beeoluttonary War, 
New York : 1879, i., 443, 444, follow that excellent example. Ban* 
croft's Hiatory of the United Statee, original edition, vii., 40, correctly 
yields the honor of haying originated the Congress, to New York ; but, 
nnaccoantably, It assigns it, in New York, sometimes to an imaginary 
*' old committee," which had ceased to exist when the Stamp-Act, which 
had called it into existence and to which its operations had been limited, 
was repealed, eight years previously, and sometimes to the eight or t^n 
men who styled themselves and who were known as *' the Sons of Lib- 
"erty," all of whom who were members of the Committee of Comspond- 
enoe, appointed at the Cofliee-house, were notoriously in accord with the 
men of Boston, who advocated an immediate suspension of the Commerce 
of the Continent and opposed the proposition to call a Congress for the 
general relief of all the Colonies. It is also well known, concerning 
those " Sons of Liberty " that, after 1766, they made no pretension that 
a permanent Committee existed ; that their correspondence was conducted 
in their individual capacities, and not officially, as a Committee ; that 
none of their correspondence, as far as it is now known, alluded to a 
Congnw of the Colonies, for any purpoee ; and that their especially care- 
ful historian and eulogist, Isaac Q. Leake, not only made no such claim, 
in their behalf, but expressly and in unmistakable words, gave that hon- 
or to the Committee of Correspondence which had been appointed by the 
body of the inhabitants, at the Coffee-house. {Memoir of the lAfe and 
Timee of General John Lamb, Albany : 1857, 88.) In the same author's 
centenary edition of that Hietory of the United Statee, Boston: 1876, iv., 
326, the same statement was made, without the slightest change ; and 
Lodge's History of the Engliah Coloniea, New York : 1881, 489, without 
Bancroft's airy rhetoric, in a far more historical style than that historian 
employs, in some of his words, and without the slightest change in its 
substance, perpetuated the error. 

Such are the guides which American scholarship, generally fettered 
with bonds of Boman and Grecian Literature, has given to the world, for 
the direction of those who shall aspire to the knowledge of a history of 
America. Such are some of the evidences of the entire untrust worthi- 
ness of the greater number of those who, satisfied with that " discipline " 
to which the Classics have subjected them and without having otherwise 
qualified themnelveb for the proper discharge of their honorable duties as 
historians of their own Counto'. have contented themselves, instead, by 
rei)eating what others, also fettered by similar obsolete prejudices and 
equally indolent, have written, and by willingly propagating the erron 
which local prejudices or Indolence or a faulty education or ignorance 
have produced, while, with greater usefulness to the world and greater 
honor to themselves, they might rather have attempted to extirpate 
them. 

» An evidence of that feeling may be seen in the letter fh)m Thomas 
Young to John Lamb, dated "Bosto.x, 19th June, 1774," In the "Lamb 
*• Paper*," New York Historical Society's Library. 

• From the days of Doctor Gordon until the present time, as far as our 
knowledge extends, Hildreth is the only New Englander, among histori- 



The Committee of Correspondence, in New York, 
as it was known to the world, at that time, was created 
only as a local organization, for only special purposes^ 
and with only a very limited and a very clearly defined 
authority.' But it very soon became evident that 
some, at least, of those who had promoted the organ- 
ization of that Committee, only for limited and well- 
defined purposes, and who had subsequently assumed 
the entire control of its action, were well-inclined, 
for the advancement of their individual and family 
and factional influence and interests, to use every 
opportunity for the increase of the authority of the 
Committee, which was or which might be, in any way, 
afforded ; and that they were not ill-disposed, in the 
prosecution of their peculiar purposes, to assume and to 
exercise authority which had not been vested in that 
or in any other organization, and limited only by 
their own ill-sustained views of expediency and pro- 
priety, cannot be successfully disputed.^ Notably 
among those instances of authority unduly assumed 
by the Committee, was its early attempt to place itself 
at the head of all those, in every other County in 
the Colony, who were inclined to be or who were 
likely to become disaffected and revolutionary ; which 
may be regarded as the second successful movement 
of the rapidly advancing revolutionary elements in 
the Colony of New York, among those who assumed 
to regard a revolution, conducted by themselves, as 
commendable and praiseworthy, while such a revolu- 
tion, controlled by others, would be regarded and re- 
sisted, by them, as worthy only of condemnation and 
to be extirpated, the latter regardless of every other 
consequence. 

For the purpose of extending its authority and of 
increasing its power, in whatever might arise, in its 
evident intent to control not only the great body of 
the unfranchised masses of every class, in the City of 
New York,^ but the Colonial and the Home Grovem- 



cal writers, who has inclined to tell the exact truth, on this subject i 
and what he said of it occupied less than two lines of an octavo page. 

* The iCaucuB, at Sam. Francis's, at which the appointment of the 
Committee was determined on and its Memben nominated, defined. In Its 
first Beeolution, the purposes for which that Committee waa to be 
appointed and the authority which should be vested in it—" to cone- 
" spend with the neighboring Colonies on the present Important Crisis,** 
excluding all other sul^ects, {Proeeedinge of the Meeting, among the 
Broadsides, in the Library of the New-York Historical Society.) 

* That James Duane and John Jay, to whom reference is here made, 
were not apt to recognize any fundamental obstruction to or requirement 
from whatever they should Incliue to do or not to do, is well known to 
every one who has closely studied the histories of the doings of those 
gentlemen, subsequently, in the various branches of official life to which 
they were respectively called. 

ft In all the political operations of that period, the several Counties of the 
Colonies were regarded as entirely independent bodies, each controlling 
itself to the extent, even, of sending Independent Delegates to the Con- 
tinental Congress— the centralisation of authority, Indeed, was the fVm- 
damental grievance against which all the Colonies were, then, raising 
their remonstrances and their opposition to the measures of the Home 
Government— and it must not be supposed that, In the instance referred to^ 
in the text, the Committee sought the direct control of the masses. In any 
other County than in that of New York— it sought no more than to secure 
the control of those, within the several Counties, who did control those 
masses, iiithin their several neighborhoods ; and, therefore, it sought to 
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ments, at the second meeting of the Committee, on the 
evening of Monday, the thirtieth of May, Peter Van 
Schaaftk, Francis Lewis, John Jay, Alexander Mc- 
Dougal, and Theophilact Bache, three rigid conserva- 
tives and two of the revolutionary faction, were ap- 
pointed " a Committee to write a Circular Letter to 
^ the Supervisors in the different Counties, acquaint- 
** ing them of the appointment of this Committee, and 
'' submitting to the consideration of the Inhabitants 
" of the Counties whether it could not be expedient for 
** them to appoint persons to correspond with this 
'' Committee upon matters relative to the purposes for 
" which they were appointed ; " * and, at a Meeting es- 
pecially called for the purpose, on the following 
evening, [7V«c«<f ay. May 31,] at which thirty-five mem- 
bers were present, that Sub-Committee reported a 
Draft of a Circular Letter, for the purpose named, 
which was duly approved by the Committee. Mr. 
Lewis was ordered to cause three hundred copies of 
that Circular Letter to be printed ; and it was also 
ordered that those printed copies of the letter should 
be transmitted, with all convenient speed, to the 
Treasurers of the several Counties, with a " line " to 
each Treasurer, signed by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, requesting his care in the proper transmission 
of the several letters to the persons to whom they 
should be respectively addressed ; and that intimation 
should be given, through the various Newspapers, 
that such Circular Letters had been duly sent.'^ 

Of those Circular Letters, inviting a correspondence 
with the Committee, in New York, it is recorded that 
thirty copies were sent to the Treasurer of West- 
chester-county, with a note from the Chairman of the 
Committee, requesting him "to direct and forward 
" them to the Supervisors of the several Districts," ' 
the first attempt, which was made, by any one, to 
draw the farmers of that County into the unrest of 
discontent and disaffection; but we have failed to 
find, in any portion of the Minutes of the Committee^ 
the slightest evidence that any one, within that 
County, paid the slightest attention to the Com- 
mittee's inbidious invitation, or that, at that time, any 
one to the northward of Kingabridge, either within 
or without the limits of that County, seemed to possess 
the slightest interest in the Committee, or in the gen- 
eral purposes for which it had been appointed, or in 
those ill-concealed purposes for which it had covertly 
solicited the co-operation of the leaders, where there 
were any, throughout the Colony— certainly a very 



clrcnmTent and secare the coDtrol of the entire Colony, under a mask of 
*'patriotiam,'* a« it had already circamrented and secured the control, in 
political affairs, of the County of New York. 

^Minxitea of the Committee, "New- York, May 30, 1774;" Lientenant- 
governor Golden to Governor Tryon^ "New York, June 2, 1774." 

^Minutes of the Committee^ Special Meeting, "New- York, May 31, 
"1774;" Lieut4'nant-goremor Golden to Governor Tryon^ "New- York, 
"June 2, 1774." 

'Memorandum, appended to the Illinnles of the Committee^ "New- 
"YoRK, May3l,1774." 



emphatic testimony to the accuracy of what has been 
stated, concerning the conservatism of the farmers in 
Westchester-county, as lately as in the Spring and 
early Summer of 1774.* 

While the Committee of Correspondence, in New 
York, was thus engaged in an effort to extend its in- 
fluence and its authority beyond the limits of its 
original jurisdiction, the Committee of Correspond- 
ence and the leadens of the revolutionary populace, in 
Boston, received and considered ite letter responding 
to the Vote of that Town and to the letters which had 
accompanied it, to New York ; and, as might have 
been reasonably expected, where the difference, on 
such a subject, was as radical in its character and as 
wide in its extent as it was in that instance, there ap- 
peared to be very little prospect of an agreement, or 
even of a compromise. Indeed, the Massachusetts- 
men did not appear to pay the slightest attention to 
the proposition which those of New York had made, 
to call a Congress of Deputies from all the Colonies, 
for the consideration of all the grievances, real or 
imaginary, of which all the Colonies were, then, re- 
spectively complaining, preferring, instead, and firmly 
insisting on, their own proposition to remove the 
particular case of Boston's recognized contumacy and 
its consequences from all other matters of disagree- 
ment with the Home Government, and to enforce a 
relief of that Town from the penalty inflicted on it^ 
-because of its recognized lawlessness, by establishing 
a Non- Importation and Non-Exportation Association, 
throughout the entire Continent, for that especial 
purpose, and for no other purpose whatever. That 
renewed preference of the Committee of Boston was 
conveyed to the Committee of New York, in a letter^ 
dated on the thirtieth of May, which, in its terms, 
was not creditable to the professions of those who 
wrote it, for either candor, or honor, or genuine patri- 

* It appears that a Bimilar temper prevailed in all the Counties of the 
Colony, except New York and Suffolk. 

In a despatch from Lieutenant-governor Colden to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, dated "New York, 6th July 1774,*' it ia stoted, "The present 
" political sieal and Frenzy is almost entirely confined to the City of New 
" York. The People in the Counties are noways disposed to become ac< 
" tive or bear any part in what is proposed by the citizens. I am told 
" all the Counties but one have declined an Invitation sent them from 
** New York to appoint Committees of Correspondence. This Province 
" is everywhere, except in the City of New York, perfectly quiet and in 
*' good order ; and in New York a much greater freedom of Speech pre- 
** vails than has done heretofore." 

In a letter written to Governor Tryon dated *' Fprimq Hill, 6th July, 
"1774," the same careful observer said; further, "Except in the city of 
" New York, the People in the Province are quite Tranquile, and have 
"declined takeing any Part with the Citizens. An Opinion is spread very 
" generally in the Country that if a non-importation agreement is 
" form'd, Government will restrain our Exportation ; a Measure which 
" the Fanners clearly see will be ruinous to them.*' 

In a Despatch written to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated ** Nxw York, 
" 2nd August, 1774," the venerable Lieutenant-governor stated, *' Great 
*' Pains has been taken in the several Counties of this Province to induce 
"the People to enter into Bc8olve.«, and to send Committees to Join the 
"Committee in the city ; but they have only prevailed in Suffolk County, 
" in the East End of Long Island which was seitled from Connecticut, 
"and the Inhabitants still rettiiu a great similarity of Manners and 
" Sentiments." 
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otwm ; ^ and, in a letter dated on the seventh of June, 
the latter replied, disclaiming;^ the slightest approval 
of the proposed "suspension of Trade," to which, very 
singularly and without the slightest reason, the Boston 
Committee had attempted to commit it ,* and saying, 
con ceming that proposition. '' We apprehend you have 
"made a mistake, for on revising our letter to you, so 
" far from finding a word mentioned of a ' Suspension 
" ' of Trade,' the idea is not even conceived. That, and 
** every other Resolution, we have thought it most pru- 
" dent to leave for the discussion of the proposed gene- 
" ral Congress." * It continued, in these very emphatic 
words: "Adhering, therefore, to thcU mesBure, as 
" most conducive to promote the grand system of 
" politics we all have in view, we have the pleasure 
" to acquaint you, that we shall be ready, on our part, 
" to meet, at any time and place that you shall think 
" fit to appoint, either of Deputies from the General 
" Assemblies or such other Deputies as shall be 
'* chosen, not only to speak the Sentiments, but also to 
" pledge themselves for the Conduct of the People of 
" the respective Colonies they represent. We can 
" undertake to assure you, in behalf of the People of 
" this Colony, that they will readily agree to any 
" measure that shall be adopted by the general Con- 
" gress. It will be necessary that you give a sufficient 
" time for the Deputies of the Colonies, as far south- 
" ward as the Carolinas, to assemble, and acquaint 
" them, as soon as possible, with the proposed 
" measure of a Congress. Your letters to the south- 
" ward of us, we will forward, with great pleasure." ' 
Those of the revolutionary leaders, in Boston, who 
had assumed the role of a Committee of Correspond- 
ence, in that Town, could not long conceal from the 
world the reckless falsity of what they had written to 
the Committee in New York, when they stated to the 
latter that, " certainly all that can be depended upon 
" to yield any effectual relief" to the Town of Boston, 
" is, on all hands, acknowledged to be the Suspension 
** of Trade." The letters which were received by the 
Committee of that Town, in answer to the Circular 
Letters, which had been sent to the seaport Towns of 

1 The contentif of that letter and the spirit of thoee who wrote it can 
be ascertained from' the extracts from it which were copied into the 
letter, and evidently referred to in the action of those who wrote it, 
when, on the serenth of June, the Committee of New York replied to 
that second letter from Boston. 

* The Resolntion of the Committee in New York, on which that reply 
was based, is in these words : ** Obdered, That the Committee of Boston 
*' l>e requested to g^Te this Committee the Names of the Persons who 
" consUtute the Committee of Correspondence at Boston ; that they have 
" made a mistake in answering this Committee's letter, which mentioned 
** not a word of a Suspension of Trade, which they say we have so 
*' wisely defined, as we leave that measure entirely to the Congress, and 
*' wo shall readily agree to any measure they shall adopt." 

It is very evident that the suspicions of the Committee of New York 
were aroused by the evident trickery of the Committee of Boston, pre- 
sented in its reply to the letter of the fonner, dated the twenty-third of 
May ; and that, for that reason, it desired to learn the names of those 
with whom it was corresponding— their charactera and standing could, 
then, be ascertained through other means. 

3 Copy of the letter, appended to the Minutea of the CommiUee of Cor- 
regpondence of New Ibrit, "New-York, June 6, 1774." 



Massachusetts * and to the Committees of Correspond- 
ence in the several Colonies, ^ since the reception of 
the Boston Port-Bill, were not, as is now well known, 
really as unanimous, in favor of a " Suspension of 
"Trade," as the Committee had uublushingly pre- 
tended — indeed, with a few unimportant exceptions, 
the proposal to make Boston the only subject of con- 
sideration, throughout the Continent, and to suspend 
all the internal industries and, with the exception of 
Smuggling, all the Commerce of all the Colonies, only 
for the special benefit of that one Town, regardless of 
the more direct and substantial grievances which were 
sustained by other Towns and other Colonies, and re- 
gardless, also, of the very serious consequences, 
throughout the entire Continent and elsewhere, of 
such a general and indiscriminate '* Suspension of 
" Trade " as had been proposed, and that, too, at the 
expense of a Congress of the Continent, which the 
Committee in New York had proposed and insisted 
on, in which all the grievances of all the Towns and 
Colonies could be considered, and remedies therefi>r 
be duly provided, had met with no fa^'or whatever ; 
and the audacious leaders of the revolutionary popu- 
lace, in Boston, as well as the Town itself, were not 
slow in receding, with more agility than candor, from 
that high and untenable position which they had oc- 
cupied, in the proceedings of the Caucus held at Fan- 
euil-Hall, on the twelfth of May, in the proceedings 
of the Town of Boston, at the same place, on the fbl- 

<The 'Committees who had been sent to Salem and Marblehead, 
" to communicate the Sentiments of this Metropolis to the Gentlemen, 
"there; to consult with them; and to report at the a4Jouniment,** 
(IfmiOes of the Town-Meeting, of JSoafoa, Mn(f 13, 1774,) did, indeed, go to 
thoee Towns, and report the results of their vij^its, to the Town, at its 
Adjourned Meeting, five days subsequently ; but those results were so 
discouraging to the violently disposed leaders of Boston — ^including Sam- 
uel Adams, Joseph Wanren, and their associates— that they contentad 
themselves with ostentatiously " recommending to their fellow-citizen^ 
''Patience, Fortitude, and a firm Trust in God," without making record 
of the formal Reports of the Committees, if any such formal Reports wen 
really made, {MimUea ofauA<Ooum»d Mtetmgoftha Toteu, Ma^ 18, 1774.) 
and with a4Journing, a second time, until the thirty-first, **by which 
** time it is expected we shall have encouraging News from some of the 
"sister Colonies," to recompense them for the disappointment they had 
experienced from the results of their conferences with the Merchants of 
Newburyport and Salem. 

The substance of the Reports from the Committees sent to the seaport 
Towns of the Province, all mention of which was thus suppressed by 
the Town-Clerk, was saved to the world, however, in a JD«p<ifcA ^om Gor- 
einor Oage to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated " Boston : May 19, 1774," and 
laid l)eforethe Parliament, on the nineteenth of January, 1775, in which. 
it was said the Town-Meeting "appointed Persons to go to Marblehead 
"and Salem, to communicate their Sentiments to the People there, and 
" bring them into like Measures ; which Persons were to make their 
" Report at the Adjournment, on the 18th, when the Meeting was again 
** held, and, I am told, received little encouragement from Salem and 
" BTarblehead,and transacted nothing of consequence." — {Parliamentary 
RegUter, <., 86.) 

^The first responses tram other Colonies which the Committee received 
were those, carried by Paul Revere, from Philadelphia and NewYork, 
which were anything else than "encouraging" to such as composed 
that Committee ; and there can be very little doubt, in the light of what 
was done, very soon afterwards, in Connecticut and Rhode Island, that 
Revere carried back, ttom Hartford and Providence, tokens of what might 
be expected from those Colonies, also, in opposition to the remarkable 
propositions of the Caucus of Town-Conmilttees, in Faneuil-Hall, and of 
the Town of Boston, on the following day. 
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lowing day, and in the letters from the Committee of 
Correspondence, covering the proceedings of the 
Town, which were sent to the Committee in New 
York, on the following Saturday, as has heen, herein, 
already stated. 

The world of historical literature has been favored, 
in this connection, by one of the most painstaking 
and accurate of Massachusetts' historians, with a reve- 
lation of the trickery and double-dealing of at least 
one of those who, in the matter now under considera- 
tion, have been justly regarded as the leaders of the 
political elements, within that Colony, which were 
antagonistic to the Colonial and the Home Govern- 
ments. 

Samuel Adams was the Chairman and master-spirit 
of the Committee of Correspondence in Boston : he 
was the Chairman of the Caucus of the nine Town- 
Committees, assembled in Faneuil-Hall, which had 
confirmed the line of action, concerning the Boston 
Port-Bill, which he and the men of Boston, had al- 
ready contrived : he was the Moderator of the Town- 
Meeting, at Faneuil-Hall, continued through three 
days, in which that line of action was adopted and 
pursued and insisted on : and he inspired, if he did 
not personally write, those letters, describing and in- 
sisting on that line of action, which were sent/rom 
Boston, to the Committee in New York, in the saddle- 
bag of Paul Revere, of which mention has been made 
herein — all of them, Committees, Caucuses, Town- 
Meetings, and Letters, being radically in favor of the 
Boston plan of a " Suspension of Trade," especially 
for Boston's benefit, and quite as radically resisting 
the proposal to call " a general Congress," for general 
purposes. He was the Chairman and master-spirit of 
that local Committee of the Town which, on the 
thirtieth of May, addressed that letter to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence in New York, adhering to 
the plan of a Non-Importation Association which 
Boston had previously proposed, instead of the con- 
vention of a federal Congress which New York had 
previously proposed; and attempting, by indirect 
means, to commit the Committee in New York to the 
support of the Boston plan of Non -Importation, at 
the expense of its own plan of calling a federal Con- 
gress, of which letter and insidious attempt to commit 
the New York Committee to the Boston scheme, men- 
tion has been made. Besides all these, he was the 
Chairman and the master spirit of that Committee, in 
Boston, which, as lately as the eighth of June, sent 
Circular Letters from that Town to every Town in the 
Commonwealth, in which it was stated that " there is 
" but one way that we can conceive of, to prevent 
" what is to be deprecated by all good men, and ought, 
"by all possible means, to be prevented, viz: The 
" horrours that must follow an open rupture between 
" Great Britain and her Colonies, or, on our part, a 
" subjugation to absolute Slavery ; and that is by af- 
" fecting the Trade and Interest of Great Britain so 
*• deeply as shall induce her to withdraw her oppres- 



" sive hand " ^ — which the Committee proposed to di> 
by means of an Association providing ** that, hence- 
" forth, we will suspend all commercial intercourse 
" with the said Island of Great Britain, until the said 
" Act for blocking up the said Harbour " [of Boston'^ 
" be repealed, and a full restoration of our Charter 
" Rights be obtained."' But we are told by that gen. 
erally trustworthy historian,' that that same Samuel 
Adams, who was thus inspiring and leading and con- 
trolling the men of Boston, in their earnest opposition 
to a general Congress for a general consideration of 
the grievances of all who were aggrieved, and whose 
convictions were supposed to have been in harmony 
with his pretensions before the world, was really in 
favor of such a Congress and, consequently, really op- 
posed to the principles which were presented and 
urged by the Committees, by the Caucus, and by the 
Town-Meeting, all of whom he had controlled, in the 
Resolutions, the Letters, and the Address and Associu- 
tion of which mention has been made, all of which 
he is known to have inspired and some of which he 
wrote ; that, as early as the twenty-sixth of May, he 
^* was about to introduce Resolves for such a Congress," 
into the House of Representatives, of which he was 
the Clerk ; and that he was prevented from doing so, 
only by the prorogation of the House, by the Gov- 
ernor. 

If this statement is well-founded, and the name of 
its author affords a reasonable guaranty that it is so, the 
world of historical literature will be taught by it, how 
much the personal character of Samuel Adams has been 
unduly eulogized ; and every careful reader will also be 
taught by that new revelation, how much the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, in Colonial Massa- 
chusetts, while he was only an employe of the House, 
presumed to dictate, in matters of legislation, during 
that critical period ; with how much of insincerity the 
leader of the excited people, in that Colony, acted, 
in all that he said and did, before that people and in 
their behalf; and, in connection with the recognized 
" art " and duplicity with which the leaders in New 
York were, also, then conducting, or endeavoring to 
conduct, the political affairs of the Continent, how 
little of real personal integrity, of unqualified unsel- 
fishness, and of unalloyed patriotism, really controlled 
or even existed among those, in Mansachusetts and 
New York, who, sensibly or insensibly, were, at that 
time, conducting the Continent in open insurrection, 
toward a successful rebellion. 

The letters of disapproval and discouragement, 

1 Addrem $ent by the Botton CommUtee to every Town in the iVovtnc^, 
dated "Boston, Jnne 8, 1774," re-prlnted in Forceps American Arehiveet 
Fourth Series, i., 397. 

* Farm of a Covenant^ eent to every Toum in Mnasaehtu^U, hy the Cvm- 
mittee in Bontouj with the above-mentioned Addrete^ Section 1st. 

s Richard Frothingham of Charlestown, In his Rine nf the HepvbUe of 
the United Biatee^ Boston : 1872, 323, whose words are as follows : 

"The Massachusetts Assembly convened on the twenty-fifth of May. 
"Samuel Adams was about to Introduce Resolves for a Congress when 
"the Assembly (26th) was adjourned by the Governor to meet In Salem 
" on the seventh of June." 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



23 



against the line of action proposed and solicited by 
the Town of Boston, in its formal Vote, on the 
thirteenth of May, of which Samuel Adams was the 
originator and by whom, as the Moderator of the 
Town-Meeting, its passage had been secured, con- 
tinued to flow into that Town, from all directions,^ 
carrying with them an influence, with that shrewd 
politician, which was more potential than all the 
enactments of the Parliament and all the power of 
the Home and the Colonial Croyernments had pro- 
duced ; and he was not slow in accepting the alterna- 
tive which those letters and the evident danger of a 
more complete isolation of the Town of Boston than 
he had supposed to have been possible, had sternly 
thrust upon him. Accordingly, on the seventeenth 
of June, the House of Representatives, assembled at 
Salem, more or less under the guidance of its Clerk, 
adopted a Resolution declaring that '^a Meeting of 
'' Committees from the several Colonies on this Con- 
** tinent is highly expedient and necessary, to con- 
" suit upon the present State of the Colonies and 
" the Miseries to Avhich they are and must be reduced 
" by the operation of certain Acts of Parliament re- 
*' specting America ; and to deliberate and determine 
"upon wise and proper Measures to be by them 
" recommended to all the Colonies, for the recovery 
*' and establishment of their just Rights and Liber- 
"ties, civil and religious, and the restoration 
"of Union and Harmony between Great Britain 
"and the Colonies, most ardently desired by all 
"good Men.*' At the same time, ^ve persons, 
of whom Samuel Adams was one, "were ap- 
" pointed a Committee, on the part of this Province, 
"for the Purposes aforesaid, any three of whom to be 
" a Quorum, to meet such Committees or Delegates 
" from the other Colonies as have been or may be ap- 
" pointed either by their respective Houses of Bur- 
" gesses or Representatives, or by Conventions, or by 
"the Committees of Correspondence appointed by 
"the respective Houses of Assembly, to meet in the 
" City of Philadelphia, or any other Place that shall 
" be judged most suitable by the Committee, on the 
" first Day of September next ; and that the Speaker 
" of the House be directed, in a Letter to the Speakers 
"of the Houses of Burgesses or Representatives in 
" the several Colonies, to inform them of the sub- 
" stance of these Resolves." ^ 

At the same time that the House of Representa- 
tives, at Salem, was thus adding the weight of its of- 
ficial judgment against the line of action proposed 
and solicited by the Town of Boston and in support 
of that proposed and insisted on by the Committee in 
New York, the former, also, in a duly assembled 
Town-Meeting, John Adams occupying the Chair, in 
seeming forgetfulness of its Vote, on the thirteenth of 



1 Despatch from Goremor Gage to the Earl of Dartmouth, " Boston, 31«< 
"JIfrty, 1774," laid before Parliament, on the nineteenth of January, 1775 
— {Parliamentary BtgiMer, i., 36.) 

^JiAimal of the Howe of Repre$€ntativ€*t June 17, 1774. 



the preceding month, willingly or unwillingly, for- 
mally wheeled into the line of the general opposition 
to the Home Government, under the guidance of that 
foreign Committee ; and, without making the slight- 
est allusion to her ill-conceived and injudicious ac- 
tion, in her adoption of that Vote, the Town " en- 
" joined " the Committee of Correspondence, " forth- 
" with, to write to all the other Colonies, acquainting 
" them that we are waiting with anxious expectation 
"for the Result of a Continental Congress, whose 
" Meeting we impatiently desire, in whose Wisdom 
"and Firmness we can confide, and in whose Deter- 
" mination we shall cheerfully acquiesce" ^ — a change 
of policy which was, in the highest degree, remark- 
able, and which would be entirely unaccountable 
were the capabilities of Massachusetts-men, of every 
period, for making remarkable changes of policy 
and of action, whenever their material interests have 
seemed to call for such changes, less known to the 
great world in which we live. 

The Committee of Correspondence in New York 
having, meanwhile, received assurances of their ap- 
proval of its proposition to invite a meeting of Depu- 
ties from the several Colonies, in a Continental Con- 
gress, from the Committee of Correspondence of Con- 
necticut * and from that in Philadelphia^ — with the 
knowledge, also, that the "Standing Committee of 
"Correspondence," which the General Assembly of the 
Colony of New York had appointed, on the twentieth 
of January, 1774, had also approved and concurred 
in that proposition,' and, undoubtedly, although in- 
formally,^ with information of the action of the Town 
of Boston and of that of the House of Representatives 
of Massachusetts, on the same subject, — on the 
twenty-seventh of June, it entertained and " debated " 

s Proceedinga of the Ai^oumed Toum-MMiing, June 17, 1774, reprinted 
in Force's American ArehiveM, Fourth Series, i., 423. 

* The Ck>mmiUce of Correepondenee for Connecticut to the Committee in 
New Tork^ "Hahtford, June 4, 1774,** enclodng a letter, to the same 
effect, which had been sent by the Committee in Hartfora to the Com- 
mittee in Boston, on the preceding day. 

* Proceedinge of a Meeting of the Freeholders and Freemen of the City 
and County of Philadelphia, Saturday^ June 18, 1774, enclosed In a letter 
from the Committee of Correspondence - in Philadelphia to the Commit- 
tee in Neir York, " Philadklphia, 21st June, 1774.** 

That Committee of the Assembly was composed of John Crng«ir, 
Frederick Philipse, Isaac Wllkins, Bei^amin Seaman, James Jauncey> 
James Be Lancey, Jacob Walton, Simeon Boerum, John De Noyelles, 
George Clinton, Daniel Klssam, Zebulon Williams, and John Bapa^c, 
the names of ten of whom, including that of Frederick Philipse of 
Westchester-county, are appended to a letter, addressed to the Committee 
of Correspondence of Connecticut, dated " New Yobk, June 24, 1774," 
in which it "agrees with you, that, at this alarming Juncture, a general 
** Congress of Deputies fh>m the sereral Colonies would be a very expe- 
"dieutand salutary measure,** regretting, however, that it was " not 
"sufficiently empowered to take any steps in relation to so salutary a 
"measure.** 

fThe Minute* of the OommitUe in New York, notwithstanding the 
carefully made record of the letters which were received by it, make no 
mention whatever of its receipt of letters from either the Town of Bos- 
ton or the House of Bepreeentatives of Massachusetts, on any subject, 
after its receipt of that, from the former, dated the thirtieth of May ; 
and it may, therefore, be reasonably supposed that whatever knowledge 
the Committee then possessed, concerning the political some sault of the 
Massachusetts-men, was unofficial and informal. 
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a Resolution, offered by Alexander McDougal, con- 
cerning " which was the most eligible mode of ap- 
'* pointing Deputies to attend the ensuing General 
" Congress." ^ 

In submitting that Resolution , which had not re- 
ceiyed the imprimatur of those who represented the 
majority of the Committee, and, for that reason, was 
not received with any favor by that majority, 
ic is evident that Alexander McDougal acted 
in behalf of the minority of that body — of those 
of its members who had been selected from 
the revolutionary faction of the Tradesmen, 
Mechanics, and Workingmen of the City — and 
it is evident, aldo, that the purpose of that minority 
was to secure to " the Committee of Mechanics," 
which, notwithstanding its formal acquiescence in the 
appointment of the Committee of Correspondence, 
continued to ausume authority to represent the un- 
franchised portion of the people, in all which related 
to their political action, a right to concur in or to re- 
ject any nomination of Delegates to the proposed 
Congress, which the Committee of Correspondence 
should determine to make. The struggle between the 
two factions, within the Committee, was continued to 
an Adjourned Meeting of that body, on the evening of 
the twenty-ninth of June, when Alexander Mc- 
Dougal moved "that this Committee proceed, im- 
*' mediately, to nominate five Deputies for the City 
"and County of New York, to represent them in a 
" Convention of this Colony,^ or in the general Con- 
"gress, to be held at Philadelphia, on the first of 
"September next, if the other Counties of this Col- 
" ony approve of them as Deputies for the Colony; 
" and that their names be sent to the Committee of 
'* Mechanics, for their concurrence ; to be proposed on 
" Tuesday next, to the Freeholders and Freemen of 
"this City and County, for their approbation." 
Without having reached a vote on that Resolution, 
however, the Committee adjourned to the following 
Monday evening, the fourth of July;' at which time, 
after another severe struggle, the Resolution was re- 



1 Mitmte$ of the CommUiee, "New- York, June 27, 1774." 

It has been said, (de Lancey'i Nott» to Jones's Hiatory of New York 
during the Kevolufionury Tf'ar, i., 449,) that "the Committee met to con- 
" aider '* that Resolution; but that would indicate that the Resolution was 
submitted to the previous Meeting, which is contradicted by the Min- 
uUm. It is clear, aa we understand the record, that Alexander McDou- 
gal offered it, for consideration, only at the Meeting on the twenty- 
seventh of June. 

s This portion of the Resolution evidently looked for the establishment 
of a Provincial Congress or Convention, in which should be vested su- 
preme and arbitrary power, without limitation, over the persons and 
properties and actions and thoughts and convictions of every one within 
the Colony ; overthrowing all Government ; cancelling all Rights of 
Persons and Properties; and establishing, in their stead, an active 
scourging Despotism. Such an one was, soon afterwards, established ; 
but, just at the time under consideration, the master spirits of the ma- 
jority of the Committee had not secured the places to which they were 
anpiring ; and, for that reason, they were not, then, ready to concur in 
that revolutionary, ultra revolutionary, measure. 

a MinuUs of Uie A<younied Meeting of the Committee, " New-York, June 
•• 29, 1774." 



jected, by a formal vote of thirteen in support of it 
and twenty-four in opposition thereto. Immediately 
afterwards, without a division, on the motion of 
Theophilact Bache, seconded by John De Lancey, the 
Committee resolved "to nominate five persons, to 
" meet in a general Congress, at the time and place 
'* which shall be agreed on by the other Colonies ; and 
" that the Freeholders and Freemen of the City and 
" County of New York be summoned to appear at a 
" convenient place, to approve or disapprove of such 
" persons, for this salutary purpose ; also, that this 
" Committee write Circular Letters to the Super- 
" visors of the several Counties, informing them what 
" we have done, and to request of them to send such 
" Del^ates as they may choose, to represent them in 
" Congress " — a Resolution which was so general in 
its terms, that, in a body which was composed, ex- 
clusively, of those who, politically, were in opposition 
to the Home Grovernment, there was no room for op- 
position to it, notwithstanding its silence concerning 
the Committee of Mechanics and the claim which had 
been made in its behalf;^ but it was, also, one which 
laid the foundation for further and very important 
action, in which the bitterness of feeling, concerning 
the distribution of the proposed offices, which con- 
tinued to exist between the rival factions of the con- 



4 It is proper to remind the reader. In this place, of two well-known 
facts, each of which had an important bearing on the political events of 
the period now under consideration. 

The first of these facts is, the '' friends of the Government " took no 
part whatever, in the formation of the Committee of Correspondence 
nor in its doings. That body was denounced by the Colonial Govern- 
ment, from the beginning, as ** illegal "—"it is allowed by the Intelli- 
"gent among them, that these assemblies of the People without au- 
** thority of Government are illegal and may be dangerous," (Lieufetiont- 
goremor CoUIen to the Earl of Durtmovth, " New Yobr 1st June 1774.") 
"These transactions" \Qie nomination of iMpvtie* to the Congre9$ and the 
proposed ratification of the ticket by the body of thepeopfe] " are dangerous, 
" my Lord, and illegal, but by what means shall Government prevent 
"them? An attempt by the power of the Civil Magistrate would only 
"show their weakness, and it is not easy to say upon what foundation a 
" military aid should be called in. Such a Measure would involve us in 
" Troubles which it is thought much more prudent to avoid ; and to shun 
" all Extreams while it is yet possible Things may take a favourable 
" turn."— (T/i^ $aine to the $anie, "■ Naw Yoek, 6th July, 1774.") 

The party of the GoYernment--«ubsequently called "Tories" — In- 
cluded only the members of the Colonial Government, in its various de- 
partments, and its dependents ; it was, unwillingly, only a pasHlve spec- 
tator of what, then, took place, in the political doings of that period ; 
and it was wholly powerless to suppress the rising spirit of Revolution, 
which it would have gladly done. The party of the Opposition to the 
Government— subsequently called " Whigs " — included the great body 
of the inhabitants, aristocratic as well as democratic, the patricians as 
well as the plebeians. It was cut up into factions, based on social and fi- 
nancial standings ; but, in its opposition to the Government, it was 
united and determined. 

The second of the facts referred to is, at the time under consideration 
and during the succeeding half century, as we have already stated {vide 
pages ^ 5t ante,) those, who wore not Freeholders or Freemen of a 
Municipality, were not vested with the right of suffrage, in any of the 
Colonies ; and it need not be a matter of surprise that, at that early day, 
the great body of the Freeholders and Freemen, in New York, was not 
inclined to permit any interference, in political affairs, by those who 
were not, legally, entitled to take part in them. Indeed, the rule of 
universal suflrage is not, to-day, generally recognized ; and one State, 
in New England, if no mora, continues to make a division of her citi- 
zens, at the Polls. 
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federated party of the Opposition, notwithstanding 
their apparent hai^mony on other questions, was 
promptly and very energetically displayed. 

The Resolution offered hy Theophilact Bache had 
no sooner been declared to have been carried, than 
Isaac Sears, seconded by Peter Van Brugh Living- 
ston, representing the minority of the Committee, of- 
fered another Resolution, providing "that Messrs. 
** Isaac Low, James Duane, Philip Livingston, John 
'' Morin Scott, and Alexander McDougal be nomi- 
" nated, agreeable to the question now carried ;" but 
it was not the intention of the aristocratic, conserva- 
tive majority of the Committee that the plebeian, 
revolutionary minority of that body should have the 
slightest representation in the proposed Delegation ; 
and, notwithstanding its seeming fairness, the Reso- 
lution was promptly rejected, by a vote of twelve to 
twenty-five. The subject was subsequently disposed 
of, as it then appeared, by a Resolution, offered by 
John De Lancey and seconded by Benjamin Booth, 
providing for the nomination of the Delegates by the 
body of the Committee, of which the conservative 
aristocrats held the entire control, which resulted in 
the nomination of Philip Livingston, John Alsop, 
Isaac Low, James Duane, and John Jay, of whom 
John Alsop and John Jay, who had been substituted 
for the two candidates of the minority, John Morin 
Scott and Alexander McDougal, by reason of their 
known peculiarly conservative tendencies, were espe- 
pecially obnoxious to that revolutionary minority, as 
well as to the revolutionary portion of the unfran- 
chised masses whom that minority indirectly repre- 
sented. Another Resolution, requesting " the Inhab- 
*' itants of this City and County to meet at the City- 
" Hall on Thursday, the seventh of July, at twelve 
** o'clock, to concur in the Nomination of the fore- 
" going five Persons, or to choose such others in their 
" stead as in their wisdom shall seem meet," was then 
adopted; and, the majority, probably, being well-con- 
tented with its apparent success, the Committee then 
adjourned.* 

The minoritv of the Committee and those with 
whom it sympathized and acted, in political affairs — 
the " Bellwethers " and the " Sheep " of Gouverneur 
Morri8*s metaphor — were not inclined, however, to 
submit, tamely, to the arbitrary dictation of their 
" Shepherds,^' composing the majority of that body ; 
and they promptly determined to carry the contest 
into a new field, and with heavy reinforcements. 
For that purpose, anonymous handbills were posted 
throughout the City,* on the day after the Commit- 



1 Mhmte$ of the CommiUee^ A^ourned Meeting, "Nkw York, July 4, 
"1774." 

See, also. Lienteuant-govfmor Cblden to the Ettrl of Dartmouth, " New 
•'York, July 6, 1774 ;" tht same to Governor Tr/fon, "Spring Hill. 6th 
" July, 1774." 

2 One of thoeo handbills haa been preeerrbd and may be seen, among 
other broadsides of that period, in the Library of the New York Histori- 
cal Society. 



tee's Meeting, calling a Meeting of " the good People 
" of this Metropolis," to be held in the Fields,' on the 
following day, [ Wednesday, July 6 ] at six o'clock, 
*'when Matters of the utmost Importance to their 
*' Reputation and Security, as Freemen, will be com- 
" municated." At the appointed hour, it is said, " a 
* " numerous meeting " was collected, with Alexander 
McDougal in the Chair, forming what continues to 
be known, in history, as " the great Meeting in the 
" Fields,'' at which several Speeches were made,^ and 
nine Resolutions adopted, expressing the popular 
will. 

One of the Resolutions adopted by that notable as- 
semblage of the inhabitants of the City of New York, 
was almost identical, in words and sentiments, with 
that voted by the Town of Boston, on the thirteenth 
of May, of which mention has been made herein ; 
another " instructed, empowered, and directed " the 
Deputies from New York, in the proposed Con- 
gress, " to engage with a majority of the principal 
** Colonies, to agree, for this City, upon a non-impor- 
" tation, from Great Britain, of all Groods, Wares, and 
" Merchandises, until the Act for blocking up the 
*' Harbour of Boston be repealed, and American 
** Grievances be redressed ; and, also, to agree to all 
" such other measures as the Congress shall, in their 
" Wisdom, judge advancive of these great Objects, 
^' and a general Security of the Rights and Privileges 
'* of America;" and another pledged the Meeting to 
abide by all that the proposed Congress should 
** come into, and direct or recommend to be done, 
** for obtaining and securing the important ends men- 
" tioned in the foregoing Resolutions." It also re- 
solved " that it is the opinion of this Meeting that 
" it would be proper for every County in the Colony, 
" without delay, to send two Deputies, chosen by the 
" People or from the Committees chosen by them, in 
'* each County, to hold, in conjunction with Deputies 
" for this City and County, a Convention for the 
'* Colony, on a day to be appointed, in order to elect 
" a proper Number of Deputies to represent the Col- 



sWhat were then called, sometimes, "The Fields," and, at other 
times, "The Common," on which has occurred so much of public inter- 
est, in later as well as in earlier days, have been called, during more 
than half a century past, " The Park ;" and by that name it is still 
known, notwithstanding tlie greater attractions which, for some years 
past, have been presented to merely pleasure seekers, in the new 
pleasure-grounds known as " The Central Park." 

4 Among the speakers at tliat Meeting, it has been usual, for some 
years past, to give a prominent place to Alexander Hamilton, then a 
mere lad, who had been thrown into thi^ City, a few years prBviously, 
by those, in the West Indies, who, for domestic if not fur social reasons, 
had desired his removal from the place of his nativity. As there is no 
contemporary authority fur such a favor to the previously questionable 
reputation of that *' young West Indian," however, and because the only 
modem authority for the statement is the young man's son, John C. 
Hamilton, {Life of Alfjrander Hamilton, by his son, New York: 1840, i.» 
22, 23,) In whose unsupported testimony, in historical subjects, we have no 
confidence whatever, we prefer to leave tliat portion of the history of " the 
'* great Meeting," if it is truly such a portion of it, where those who were 
present and who recorded the doings of the great assemblage then left it, 
entirely untold. 
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'^ony in the general Congress. But that, if the 
'' Counties shall conceive this mode impracticable or 
** inexpedient, they be requested to give their appro- 
'' bation to the Deputies who shall be chosen for this 
" City and County, to represent the Colony in Con- 
" gress ;" and it " instructed " " the City Committee of 
" Correspondence " " to use their utmost Endeavours 
** to carry these Resolutions into execution." After 
ordering the Resolutions to be printed in the public 
Newspapers of the City, and to be transmitted to the 
different Counties in the Colony and to the Commit- 
tees of Correspondence for the neighboring Colonies, 
the Meeting then adjourned ;^ but its great influence 
was continued to be felt, long after the circumstances 
which had caused it to be assembled had passed from 
the memories of those who were present and who par- 
ticipated in its doings. 

Inspired by the strength and the spirit of the Meet- 
ing in the Fields, and led in their opposition to the 
migority of the Committee, by all the old-time ex- 
perienced popular leaders, the " Inhabitants of the City 
" and County," of every class, met, agreeably to the pub- 
lished request of the Committee of Correspondence, at 
the City Hall, at noon, on the day after those Inhabit- 
ants had assembled in the Fields; but they did not con- 
firm the Committee's Nominations, for Deputies to the 
proposed Congress; and the utmost bad feeling, 
between the aristocratic majority of the Committee 
and the great body of the plebeian Tradesmen, Arti- 
sans, and Workingmen, whom it had betrayed, pre- 
vailed throughout the city.^ 

It is not within the purposes of this work, however, 
to present a narrative of the various movements and 
counter-movements of the rival factions of the con- 
federated party of the Opposition, again disunited, in 
their determined struggle for supremacy — nominally, 
for the establishment of their respective principles, 
in opposition to or in support of a general "Suspen- 
" sion of Trade," but, really, for places on the ticket 
for Delegates to the proposed Congress of the Con- 
tinent — which was continued, without ceasing, from 
the seventh until the twenty-seventh of July ;' and 



1 Proceeding* of the Meeting^ appended to the Minutet of the (Jommittee 
of Correspondence, " New Yobk, July 7, 1774." 

See, also, Holt's New York Journal^ No. 1644, New-Tork, Thnnday, 
July 7, 1774; Gaine's Neto-YorJ: Gazette and Mercury, No. 1185, New- 
YoBK, Monday, July 11, 1774; Rivington't New-York G<uetteer, No. 65, 
Nkw-York, Thursday, July 14, 1774 ; Lieutetiant-governor Colden to Oov- 
emor Tryon, "Spkino Hill, 2nd August, 1774;" Hamilton's Life of 
Alexander Hamilton, i , 21-23 ; Dawson's Park and it$ Vicinity, 34-37 ; 
Dunlap's Hittory of New- York, I., 453 ; Bancroft's History of the United 
Statet, original edition, vli., 79, 80 ; the $ame, centenary edition, iv., 
355, 356 ; de Lancey's Xote$ to Jones's History of Neto York during the 
Revolutionary War. i., 451. 

> MinutM of the ChmmitUe. July 7, 13, 19, 25, and 27, 1774 ; Dunlap's 
History of New York, I., 463 ; Hildreth's History of the United StaUs, 
First Series, iil., 89 ; Bancroft's History of the United States, original 
edition, vii., 80, 81 ; the same, centenary edition, Ir., 356, 357 ; Leake's 
Memoir of General Lamb, 93 ; de Lancey's Note^ on Jones's History of 
New York during the Revolutionary War, i., 451-466. 

3 Decidedly the moet complete narratlre of that notable factional 
struggle may be seen in de Lancey's Note xiv, on Jones's History of New 



which was terminated, on the last-mentioned day, 
only after Philip Livingston, Isa^c Low, John Alsop, 
and John Jay, four of the nominees of the aristocratic 
and conservative Committee of Correspondence, had 
inconsistently and venally declared, in direct con- 
tradiction of the constantly declared policy of that 
Committee, previously concurred in by themselves, 
that *' a general Non-Importation Agreement, faith- 
" fully observed, would prove the most efficacious 
" Measure to procure a Redress of our Grievances," * 
which had been the peculiarly distinguishing feature 
in the declared policy of the revolutionary faction, in 
the City of New York, as well as in that of the sim- 
ilar faction, in Boston ; and after those four of the 
nominees of the Committee had thus practically 
abandoned their aristocratic and anti-revolutionary 
associates ; withdrawn from the Committee which they 
had largely assisted in organizing and by whom they 
had been nominated; and united with those whom 
they personally despised and by whom they were 
quite as earnestly distrusted and despised — when, after 
the fashion of such corrupt political alliances, then 
and since — the way was prepared for a peaceful Elec- 
tion of the nominees of the Committee,^ four of whom 
no longer represented the declared policy of the 
Committee; and one, if not more of the number 
was more of a Spy, in the service of the Colonial 
Government, than anything else. 

It will be seen that James Duane did not disgrace 
himself or his name by placing the latter, with those 
of his tour aristocratic associates on the ticket for 
Delegates to the proposed Congress, on the letter 
through which those four bartered the little of politi- 
cal and personal integrity and the modicum of unsel- 
fish principles which they respectively possessed, for 
a small mess of very thin official pottage; and, in that 
instance, his backwardness was honorable and timely, 
since there is every reason for the belief that, at that 
time, he was not master of himself; that he had, al- 
ready, been purchased by another ; and that, then, he 
was, in fact, only the servant of his master. 

History has revealed* what, otherwise, would have 
remained, concealed, in the files of the Colonial Land 
Papers, in the Secretary's Office, in Albany,^ coucern- 

York dnritig the Revolutionary War, (i., 449-467,) which haA been prepared 
with great labor, and which contains carefully-made copies of many of 
the original handbills and placards which werr, then, scattered through- 
out the city. 

* Philip Livingston, John Alsop, Isaac Low, and John Jay to Abraham 
Brasher, TheophUus Anthony, Francis Van Di/ck, Jeremiah Platt, and 
Cltrislapher Jjtiyckinck, '* Nbw York, July 26, 1774." 

* Proceedings of *' a Meeting of a numlnr of CUizens convened at the 
" Home of Mr. jif am'ner," at which the nominations by the Committee 
of Correspondence were acquiesced in, by those who assumed to repre- 
sent the unfranchised inhabitants of the City, " New York, 27 July, 
" 1774." 

^ " Duane, Justly eminent as a lawyer, was embarrassed by large spec- 
" ulatiuns in Vermont lands, from which he could derive no profit, but 
••through the power of the Crown."— (Bancroft's History of the l^ited 
SttUes, original edition, vii., 79 ; the same, centenary edition, iv., 355.) 

T New York Colonial Manuscripts indorsed "Land Papers," in the office 
of the Secretary/ of State, at Albany, xviii., 100 ; xix., 68 ; xx., 108, 169 ; 
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ing his speculations in the Crown lands, in New 
York and Vermont, to secure entire success in which 
the countenance of the Colonial Government was 
needed and had been secured ; and the intimacy of 
his personal relations with the head of that (royem- 
ment, the venerable Cadwallader Colden,^ and the 
remarkable similiarity of his views concerning the 
leading political questions of the day, among which 
the demand for a suspension of the trade of the 
Colonies with the Mother Country was one of the 
most prominent, and those, on the same questions, 
which were maintained by that unusually zealous 
servant of the King, are also well known to every 
careful reader of that portion of the political history 
of the Colony. Indeed, in the latter connection, it is 
known that, subsequently to his election as a Dele- 
gate to the Congress, and before he left New York, 
to take his seat in that body, as the trusted Envoy of 
all the inhabitants of that City, nominally charged 
with the great and honorable duty of seeking, in 
their behalf, a redress of the political grievances 
which had been imposed upon them by the Home 
€h>vernment, he visited and confidentially compared 
notes, on political subjects, with, if he did not also 
communicate information to, the official representa- 
tive of that Grovernment, in New York f and, with 
that fact established, even in the absence of direct 
and positive testimony thereon, it would not be un- 
reasonable to suppose or to say that specific lines of 
action, in the interest of the Crown, which were sub- 
sequently followed, within that Congress, individually 
and in concert with other Delegates, were, also, con- 
sidered, and canvassed, and determined on, during 
that interview. In harmony, also, with that evident 
connection of James Duane with the Colonial Gov- 
ernment, — in support, also, of the suspicion that par- 
ticular lines of action, in the interest of the Crown, to 
be taken in the Congress, were considered and deter- 
mined on, in advance of the meeting of the Congress, 
by that particular Delegate and the venerable Lieu- 
tenant-governor of the Colony — reference need be 

xxi.j 10, 95 ; xxii., 16 ; xxxiii., 19, 41 ; xxvii., 17 ; and the many papers, 
concerning Duaneebnrg, of which he was a principal Proprietor. 

1 He was the Clerk of the Colonial Court of Chancery ; he was, often, 
the retained Coonnel of the Colonial Government {Oputions of Counaet in 
the Matter of i\nmingham^ A^peUa%tj again$t Fon^y^ and In the Matter of 
Charges against Jttdge WeUt ;) he was the Counsel of the Lieutenant. 
gOTemor, in the celebrated Suit, in Chancery, concerning a diyislon of 
the Fees of his office, with the Earl of Dunmore, (Letters, etc., in the 
Matter of Vie Attomey-generai pro Bege agaitut Colden;) and the tone and 
the terms of the letters which passed between tliem, as they have been 
preserved in*' the Golden Papen^* In the Library of the New York His. 
torical Society, leave no room for doubt on the subject. 

s ** By my Letter af the 7th of September your Lordship would find I 
"entertained Hopes that the People of this Province would adopt mod- 
" erate Measures and avoid giving any new offence to the Parliament. I 
"know such were the sentiments of Farmers and Country People in 
"general who make a great Majority of the Inhabitants. I bad a con- 
" fldential conference with one of the Delegates sent from this city to the 
"Congress now met at Philadelphia who I thought had as much influ- 
" ence as any from this place, and he gave me assurances of his disposition 
" being similar.*'— (Iri«M^enaiU-ororeri»or Colden to the Earl of Dartmoutk, 
No. 7., " New York 5th October 1774.") 



made only to that other patent fact, that the Con- 
gress had no sooner closed its sessions, at Philadel- 
phia, than he hastened to his master, in New York, 
and reported to that anxious listener, for the use of 
the Ministry, in England, not only the doings of par- 
ticular Delegations, in the Congress, and those of the 
Congress itself, but his own general dissent from the 
proceedings, his request that that dissent should be 
entered on the Journal, and the absolute refusal of 
permission to have that privilege given to him, all of 
which were thus communicated in open violation of 
his promise '* to keep the Proceedings secret, until 
" the Majority shall direct them to be made Publick.'^' 
Indeed, he and Joseph Galloway, of Philadelphia, the 
latter of whom, also, had been a Delegate in the Con- 
gress, visited Lieutenant-governor Colden, soon after 
the adjournment of that body, and communicated to 
that distinguished member of the Grovernment, all 
that he desired to know of the entire subject, not 
sparing even those portions of the proceedings of 
the Congress which it regarded as too delicate to 
be submitted to the light of day, in its subsequently 
published Jofirnal;* and that, too, in the face of the no- 
torious fact that each had already assented to and sign- 
ed the Association of Non-Impot^tcUion which the Con- 
gress had adopted,^ which, />nma-/aae, carried with it, 
in each instance, to his constituents and to the world, 
a guaranty of his faithful discharge of the^duties con- 
nected with the great trust which had been laid upon 
him ; but, when regarded as only one of the links of 
a chain of evidence, concerning his entire conduct, 
in the political events of that period, it is one which, 
until the end of time, will establish the stern fact 
that James Duane, among others, was insincere, un- 
trustworthy, and dishonest, as a man and as a politi- 
cian. 

The Colonial Government was decidedly and pe- 
culiarly opposed to the adoption of any measure, 
either by the people or the Congress, which would 
possibly disturb the Trade and Commerce of Great 
Britain ; and James Duane, a dependent on that Gov- 
ernment, was not at liberty to sign such a letter, ap- 
proving the establishment of a Non-Importation 
Agreement, as that which his four associates on the 
aristocratic ticket, thus smeared with corruption, had 
signed, even if the consequence had been a sacrifice 



3 The fourth Besolntion or " RiUe of Conduct to he ob$ervedf^' etc., is in 
these words : " Rbsolvxd : That the Doors be kept shut during the Time 
" of Business ; and that the Members consider themselves under the 
"strongest Obligations of Honour to keep the Proceedings secret, until 
" the Minority shall direct them to be made Publick." — (Jottrnai of the 
Oottgreu, "Tuesday, September 6th, 1774, ten o'clock, A M.'') 

* The Despatch of Lieutenant-goremor Colden to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth dated, " N»w York, December 7th, 1774," In which the Home 
Government was informed of these dishonorable revelations of the action 
of the Congress, is too extended to be copied into this Note. The reader 
is consequently referred to it. 

B A carefully prepared fac-slmlle of the last sheet of that Aeaodatieny 
which contained the signatures of the several Delegations— those of 
James Duane and Joseph Galloway being among them — may he seen in 
Force's American Architee^ Fourth Series, 1., opposite folios 015, 916. 
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of that opportunity to obtain, for himself, a seat in 
that Congress, a contingency which the Colonial 
Government was, probably, quite as anxious to avoid, 
and one which was evidently guarded against by 
means which were entirely effective. James Duane 
was not among those who were suddenly converted, 
in order to ensure their success at the Polls; but, 
nevertheless, on the day after the disgraceful political 
fiomersault of Philip Livingston, Isaac Low, John 
Alsop, and John Jay had been declared satisfactory 
by their plebeian and revolutionary auditory, that 
eminent adherent to the original policy of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, as well as those who had 
60 ignominiously abandoned it, was elected, at the 
Polls, by the unanimous vote of " the Inhabitants," ^ 
a,frording an example, in political engineering, which 
has been too often followed, at the expense of indi- 
vidual integrity and of the good of the country, from 
that time until the present. 

Perhaps the preceding detail belongs more properly 
to the political history of the commercial City of 
New York than to that of the purely agricultural 
County of Westchester ; yet it would be impossible to 
present any narrative of the events of the Revolu- 
tion which occurred within that portion of the Col- 
ony, which should pretend to completeness, or preci- 
sion, or accuracy, without having previously explained 
the precise' nature of those influences which were 
brought, from beyond the limits of the County, to 
undermine the fundamental and rigid conservatism of 
those staid, well-to-do, and contented farmers who 
occupied that County, and to draw any portion of 
them from the quiet of their rural homes into the 
seething vortex of partisan excitement, concern- 
ing measures of the Home Government which did not 
Hfl*ect them nor their interests, in the slightest degree 
— a departure from the ways of their fathers, which, 
before many months had elapsed, transformed that 
quiet, and neighborly, and law-abiding community 
into one of entire unrest and disorder, of the most 
intense partisan bitterness, and of the most complete 
disregard of all law, human and divine ; converting 
what had been a quiet, and well- cultivated, and pro- 
ductive agricultural region into one over which were 
spread the evidences of partisan lawlessness, of vigi- 
lant suspicion and distrust, of sullen neglect, and, 
too often, of hopeless and lamentable ruin. The pur- 
poses, apparent or concealed, of those who created 
the Committee of Correspondence in the City of New 

1 Letter of the GommiUee of Oorretpondetice of AW York to the Commit- 
iee in CharlettoUj " New Tobk, July 26lh, 1774," Postscript, dated '* July 
"28th ;" the tame to the Committee in Pha<idelphia, "Nkw Yohk, July 28th, 
*' 1774 ; " tttf aame to Matthetr TUghman, Chairman of the Mitryiand Com- 
witteCf •* New Yobk, July 28th, 1774;" Lieutenant- governor CoUlen to the 
Earl of Dartmouth^ "New York 2 August 1774 ;" the game to Governor 
Tryon^ " Sprino Hill 2 August 1774 ; " the mme to the Earl of Dartmouth^ 
*• New York 7th Septr 1774 ; " tlie »ame to Governor Tryon, *' Septr 7th 
**1774;" J ones' a History of New York during the Uerohitionary Wor, 1, 
M, 35 ; Bancroft's Hutory of the United States, original edition, vii , 83 ; 
the game, centenary edition, Iv., 358. 



York ; the purposes, published or withheld, of the 
Committee itself; and the purposes, generally well- 
concealed, of some of those who wielded the influ- 
ence of that Committee, sometimes for the promotion 
of their individual and not always righteous interests 
and sometimes for the suppression of the aspirations 
of others which were quite as praiseworthy as their 
own, are, therefore, subjects which cannot be disre- 
garded, in whatever relates to revolutionary West- 
chester-county, since it was that Committee, as has 
been already stated, who made the first assault on the 
long-established conservatism of the farmers of that 
ancient County — an assault which was made entirely 
unsuccessful by their sturdy disregard ; since it was 
that Committee, returning to the assault and oflering 
the tempting allurements of place and oflGicial author- 
ity to those who should break from the ranks of their 
conservative countrymen — who, as will hereinafter 
appear, by means of such corrupt allurements, first 
broke the line of those rural home-guards which had 
previously thrown back the power of the insidious 
invader; and because it was that Committee who 
called into existence, successively, the revolutionary 
Congress of the Continent and the yet more revolu- 
tionary Provincial Congress, whence, subsequently, 
flowed that torrent of disorders and disasters over 
which Westchester-county has not ceased to mourn, 
from that period until the present. These have been 
consequently presented, as briefly, however, as was 
consistent with perspicuity ; and a more complete, 
and precise, and accurate understanding of the details 
of the revolution of sentiments within Westchester- 
county, as portions of that more extended revolution, 
throughout the Colony and the Continent, " in the 
*' minds and hearts of the people," ^ it is believed, will* 
therefrom, be more readily and more certainly, if not 
moi-e permanently, assured to the greater number of 
readers who shall resort to these pages. 

Without the dlightest indication of any concern be- 
cause of the humiliating defeat to which it had been 
subjected, in the abandonment of one of the principal 
of its peculiar and emphatically declared principles, 
and in the acceptance, in the place of that abandoned 
principle, by its own nominees, of one of the pecu- 
liarly antagonistic principles of those whom it had 
persistently endeavored to silence and suppress, on 
the day after the election of the Delegates to the pro- 
posed Congress, \_Jult/ 29,] the Committee of Cor- 
respondence in New York addressed a second Circu- 
lar Letter to the County Committee, where there was 
one, or to the Treasurer, where there was no Com- 



« "An History of MiliUry Operations, from April 19, 1775, to Septem- 
" ber 3, 1783, is not an History of the American Revolution, any more 
"than the Marquis of Quincy's Military Hietory of Louis A'lF, though 
"much esteemed, is a History of the Reign of that Monarch. The 
" Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, and in the 
"Union of the Colonies, both of which were substantially effected before 
"hostilities commenced." — {loiter frvtu John Adams to J,.didiah Morse, 
" QuiNCY, November 29. 1815.") 
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mittee, in each of the several Counties in the Colony, 
in which, after it had stated the election of Delegates 
to represent the City of New York, in the proposed 
Congress, to be assembled on the first of September 
ensaing, at Philadelphia, it presumptuously and with 
an assumed air of leadership, continued, in these 
words : " It therefore becomes necessary that the 
" Delegates to represent the other Counties in this 
" Province be speedily appointed. The Counties will 
" judge of the propriety of confiding in the same per- 
^* sons only which we have chosen, or to appoint such 
" others to go, with them, to the Congress, as they 
** may think fit to depute, for that purpose. Permit 
" us to observe that the number of Delegates is imma- 
" terial, since those of each Province, whether more 
** or lees, will conjointly have only one vote at the 
" Congress. In order, however, that the representa- 
" tion of the different Counties may be quite com- 
'* plete, it is absolutely necessary that your County 
" appoint, with all possible speed, one or more Dele- 
** gates to join and go with ours to the Congress, or, if 
'' you choose to repose your confidence in our Dele* 
" gates, that you signify such your determination, in 
'' the most clear and explicit terms, by the first op- 
" portunity, after the sense of your County can be 
" known, on so interesting a subject.*' ^ 

To this Circular Letter which was thus sent to the 
several rural Counties throughout the Colony, only 
six of those Counties are known to have paid the 
slightest attention, those of Westchester, Duchess, and 
Albany having respectively authorized the Delegates 
whom the City of New York had elected, to represent 
them, also, in the Congress ; ^ while those of Kings, ' 
Suffolk,* and Orange,* respectively, sent Delegates of 
their own appointment ; and Eichmond, Queens, Ul- 
ster, Cumberland, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Try on, 
respectively, did not manifest the slightest interest in 
the subject.' For the purposes of this work, only the 
action of the County of Westchester, on that Circular 
Letter, can be noticed in this place. 

As the Committee of Correspondence evidently in- 
'tended that only the united action of the entire 
County, in every instance, should be invited, on the 
subject of appointing Delegates to the proposed Con- 
gress, it is not probable that the sentiments of the in- 



1 Drt0 <{f the Circular Letter eeut to the Committee or Treantrer of the 
deferent Oountiee, "K£W 'York, July 29, 1774,** appended to the 
Mmutee of the CommUtee, " Nbw York, July 28, 1774.*' 

See, also, Lieutenanl-govemor Colden to Governor IVyow, "Sprimu 
" Hill 2 August 1774." 

s OredmtJUaU of those Deiegatee — JoHrnal of the Oongreee^ ** Monday, 
*« September 6» 1774." 

* Credential of Simon Boerum—Journai of the Congreet, "Saturday, 
"October 1,1774." 

* Credential of WUUam Floffd^-Jo^mal of the Cbn^eat, "Monday, 
" September 6, 1774." 

ft Credential of Henry Wiener— Jonmal of the Congreee^ " Wednesday, 
"September 14, 1774, A.M." and that of John Merring-^ottrwU of the 
'* Congreee, " Monday, September 26, 1774, A.M." 

^ Lievtenant-govemor Colden to the EaH of Dartmouth^ "Niw York, 
" 7th September, 1774." 



dividual Towns, on any other subjects, were consid- 
ered desirable, or were expected to be ascertained, or, 
if ascertained, were desired to be given to the public. 
Be that as it niay, for some reason, if more than four 
Towns in Westchester-county took any action what- 
ever, in response to the Circular Letter of the Com- 
mittee, concerning the political questions of that 
period, or for the appointment of Deputies to repre- 
sent the County in the proposed Congress, or for any 
other purpose, the record of that action has escaped 
the notice of working historical students — ^the pro- 
ceedings of Mamaroneck were communicated directly 
to the Committee, at New York, in a letter dated on 
the seventh of August ; and those of Bedford were al- 
so communicated, directly to the same Committee, in 
a letter dated on the ninth of that month : ^ the pro- 
ceedings of Bye and those of the Borough Town of 
Westchester, because of the respective opinions of 
those Towns, on other subjects, which were more 
fully and formally expressed, require more particular 
notice. 

On the tenth of August, responsive to the Circular 
Letter from the Committee in New York, the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants of Bye, who sympathized 
with that Committee in its proposal that Westchester- 
county should appoint Delegates to represent it in the 
proposed Congress, met and appointed John Thomas^ 
Junior, Esq., James Horton, Junior, Esq., Bobert 
Bloomer, Zeno Carpenter, and Ebenezer Haviland,. 
for " a Committee to consult and determine, with the 
" Committees of the other Towns and Districts within 
" the County," in County Convention, to be assem- 
bled at the Court-house, at the White Plains, on 
Monday, the twenty-second of August, ^' upon the ex- 
*^ pediency of sending one or more Delegates to the 
'* Congress, to be held in Philadelphia, on the first 
" day of September next." 

The Meeting appears to have patiently waited,, 
without adjourning, while the Committee which it 
had appointed, organized, by the appointment of 
Ebenezer Haviland, as its Chairman ; and considered 
the great political questions of the day; and ex- 
pressed its conclusions on those questions, in a seriea 
of Besolutions, in the following words : 

" This Meeting being greatly alarmed at the late 
" Proceedings of the British Parliament, in order to 
" raise a Bevenue in America; and considering their late 
''most cruel, unjust, and unwarrantable Act for block- 
'' ing up the Port of Boston, having a direct tendency to 
'' deprive a free People of their most valuable Bighta 
''and Privileges, an introduction to subjugate the In- 
" habitants of the English Colonies and to render 
" them Vassals to the British House of Commons : 

"Besolve, First, That they think it their greatest 
" Happiness to live under the illustrious House of 
" Hanover ; and that they will steadfastly and uni- 
*'formly bear true and faithful Allegiance to His. 

7 Mimttee of the Committee, "New Yobk, Augoat 29, 1774." 
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** Majesty, King George the Third, under the enjoy- 
** ment of their constitutional Bights and Privileges, 
as fellow-subjects, with those of England. 
'* Sbcond, That we conceive it a fundamental part 
of the British Constitution, that no Man shall be 
''taxed but by his own Consent, or that of his Repre- 
" sentative, in Parliament ; and as we are by no means 
"represented, we consider all Acts of Parliament 
"imposing Taxes on the Colonies, an undue ex- 
" ertion of Power, and subversive of one of the most 
valuable Privileges of the English Constitution. 
" Third, That it is the Opinion of this Meeting 
that the Act of Parliament for shutting up the Port 
" of Boston, and diverting some of the Inhabitants of 
*• private Property, is a most unparalleled, rigorous, 
" and unjust piece of Cruelty and Despotism. 

''Fourth, That unanimitv and firmness of 
"Measures in the Colonies are the most effectual 
Means to secure the invaded Rights and Privileges 
of America, and to avoid the impending Ruin which 
now threatens this once happy Country. 
" Fifth, That the most effectual mode of redress- 
ing our Grievances will be by a general Congress of 
" Delegates from the different Colonies ; and that we 
" are willing to abide by such Measures as they, in 
"their Wisdom, shall think most conducive upon 
^' such an important Occasion." 

These Resolutions were duly submitted to the Meet- 
ing; and, as the ofiicial record says, they "were 
" unanimously approved of; " when the assemblage 
quietly dispersed.* 

Those who are acquainted with the questionable 
practices of ambitious, and, not unfrequently, unscru- 
pulous politicians, will be prepared, without warning, 
for the reception of any modification of the recorded 
features of that Meeting, at Rye, of which mention 
has been made — ^the first demonstration, in West- 
chester-county, concerning the great political ques- 
tions of the day, of which there is, now, any existing 
record. 

It dpes not appear, nor is it pretended, that the 
Meeting of " the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
"Township of Rye,'* now under consideration, was 
numerously attended ; and, as it was held during the 
busiest season of the agricultural year, there is no 
reason for supposing that many were present. In the 
same connection, it will be seen that the place of 
meeting is, also, unnoticed on the record. The master- 
spirit of the assembled farmers, whether many or few 
in number, was John Thomas, Junior, one of a family 
of officeholders under the Home and the Colonial 
Governments,' ana, himself, an anxious office-seeker, 



1 Official report of the proceedings of the Meeting— Holt's New-York 
Journal^ No. 1650, Nlw-ToRK, Thursday, August 18, 1774. 

See, also, Gaine's New-York CkueOe^ and the Weekly Mercury ^ No. 1192, 
Nkw-Tork, Monday, August 16, 1774, and BirmgUm'i New-York Ga- 
zetteer, No. 70, New-Yobk, Thursday, August 18, 1774. 

SThe Grandfather of John Thomas, Junior, was the Rev. John 
Thomas, Rector of St. George's Church, Hempstead, Long Tsland, who, 



from the revolutionary party;' and the well-con- 
sidered and well- worded Resolutions, as well-adapted 
for the protection of the father's official positions as 
for the construction of others for the son's advance- 
ment, and evidently the work of a master-hand which 
was not seen in the Committee nor in the Meeting, 
promote a suspicion that that Meeting of *' the Free- 
'' holders and Inhabitants of the Township of Rye,'' 
the first indication of Westchester-county's inclina- 
tion to enter the area of political strife, was nothing 
more nor less than a movement in the Thomas 
family, and for its particular benefit. Subsequent 
events, in connection with the doings of those who 
were present, at that particular Meeting, serve to 
strengthen that suspicion, if not to confirm it> 

While the politicians, in Rye, were discussing, with 
more or less satisfaction, the result of their doings, 
to which reference has been made, those in the Bor- 

ttom. his Ordination, in 1704, until his death, in 1727, was a HisslonaiT 
in the employ of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, in London. The father of John Thomas, Junior, wss Hon. John 
Thomas, who, fh>m 1743 until the dissolution of the Colonial Gorem- 
ment, in 1776, was a Member of the Genaral Assembly of the ColoDy, 
representing the County of Westchester ; and, flrom May, 1756, until the 
dissolution of the Colonial Government, in 1776, he was the First Judge 
of the Col<inial Court of Common Pleas for the County of Westchester— 
both of which offices could have been held by no one who was not well- 
disposed to the Colonial and Home Governments ; and neither of which 
was surrendered by him, while he lived. 

The following extract from a letter from Timothy Wetmore, the Yen- 
erable Society's Schoolmaster at Rye, to the Secretary of that body, at 
London, dated "Rtb, May 6, 1761," affords additional evidence of the 
political tendencies of the Thomas family, and of its hankerings after 
the power to manipulate the " patronage " of those in authority, through- 
out Westchester-county : " Mr. Thomas, who is one of the Represent** 
** tives in this County, and who, in Governour De Lancey's time, being 
*' favoured with all the Administration of all Offices in the Country, civil 
" and militaiy, by the help of which he has procured himself a large in- 
" terest in the County, especially in the distant and new Settlements, 
" which abound with a Set of People governed more by venality tiian 
**any thing else. This Gentleman, although one of the Society's 
" Missionaries' Sons, is so negligent and indifferent toward Religion 
"(in imitation of some of our great Men) that it has been a steady 
"Method with him, for years, not to attend Publick Wonhip, perhaps 
" more than once or twice in a year, whose example has been mis- 
** chievous. This man is not only one of our Vestry (though very 
" little esteemed by the true friends of the Church), but has procured 
"that the Mtyjority of the Vestry are Men that will be governed by 
" him ; several of the Vestry are not of the Church ; and not one of 
" them a communicant in the Church ; accordingly, the Chui-ch are 
" not at all consulted with regard to a successor," to the former Rector, 
who had died in the preceding May. 

With the father, on the Bench, and in the Legislature, and in the 
interest of the Crown, and the son in the front rank, if not the actual 
head, of the revolutionary element, what there was of it, within the 
County, it mattered very little to the Thomas family, which of the two, 
the Crown or the Oulonists, should become the victors. 

s John Thomas, Junior, by this early movement in behalf of the rvv- 
olntionaiy element, placed himself in the front rank of successful poli- 
ticians in Westchester-county— he was a member of the Committee of 
the County, and its Chairman ; a Member of the Provincial Convention, 
representing Westche0r4>r-county, in 1776 ; a Member of the First and 
Second Provincial Gongreesee, representing Westchester-county, in 1776, 
1776 ; Quartermaster of the Second Westchester-county Regiment, of 
which his brother, Thomas, was Colonel ; and Sheriff of Westchester- 
county, from 1778 to 1781— his brothen, also, having been well provided 
for, in the public service. 

*Se« the Dieclaimer of laaac Gidney and eighty-three other " Freeholder$ 
*• and iHhabUanU of Rye,*' " Ryb, New York, September 24, 1774," pages 
32,33, post 
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ough Town of Westchester, within which the political 
family of Morris was seated/ prepared to follow their 
example. For that purpose, on Saturday, the twen- 
tieth of August, also in response to the' Circular 
Letter received from the Committee of Correspondence 
in the City of New York, those of " the Freeholders 
'' and Inhabitants " of that Borough Town who sympa- 
thized with that Committee in its request that West- 
chester-county should appoint Delegates to represent 
it in the proposed Congre^^s, met, and appointed 
James Ferris, Esq., Colonel Lewis Morris, and Cap- 
tain Thomas Hunt, ** a Committee to meet the Com- 
" mittees of the different Towns and Precincts, within 
** this County, at the White Plains, on Monday, the 
" twenty -second instant, to consult on the expediency 
" of appointing one or more Delegates to represent 
" this County, at the general Congress, to be held at 
" Philadelphia, the first day of September next.'' 

Like the similar Meeting, at Bye, this Meeting 
also waited, apparently without adjourning, until its 
Committee was formally organized, by the appoint- 
ment of James Ferris, Esq., as its Chairman, and 
while that Committee considered the various political 
questions of the period — " the very alarming Situa- 
"tion of their suffering Brethren, at Boston, occa- 
" sioned by the late unconstitutional, arbitrary, and 
'' oppressive Act of the British Parliament, for 
" blocking up their Port, as well as the several Acts 
** imposing Taxes on the Colonies, in order to raise a 
" Revenue in America " — and had prepared the fol- 
lowing Resolutions expressive of the result of its 
deliberations on thone very grave questions : 

" FiBST, Resolved, That we do and will bear true 
" Allegiance to His Majesty, George the Third, King 
"of Great Britain, &c., according to the British 
" Constitution. 

"Second, That we coincide in opinion with our 
" friends of New York and of every other Colony, 
" that all Acts of the British Parliament, imposing 
" Taxes on the Colonies, without their Consent, or by 
" their Representative, are arbitrary and oppressive, 
" and should meet the abhorrence and detesta- 
" tion of all good men ; That they are replete with 
" the purpose of creating Animosities and Dissensions 

between the Mother Country and the Colonies; 

and thereby tend to destroy that Harmony and 
** mutual Agreement which it is so much the Interest 
" of both, to Cherish and Maintain. 

" Third, That we esteem it our Duty, and think it 
" incumbent on all the Colonies in America, to con- 
** tribute towards the Relief of the poor and distressed 
" People of Boston ; and that a Person of this Bor- 
" ough be appointed to collect such charitable Dona- 
" tions, within the same, as may be offered for their 
" Support. 



1 Until 1846, the Borough Town of Westchester included, within Its 
'bonndariss, the more modem towns of Westchester, West Forms, and 
Monisania. 
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"Fourth, That as a Division in the Colonies 
"would be a sure means to counteract the present 
" Intention of the Americans, in their Endeavours to 
" preserve their Rights and Liberties from the Inva- 
" sion that is threatened, we do most heartily recom- 
" mend a Steadiness and Unanimity in their Meas- 
" ures, as they will have the happy Effects of averting 
" the Calamity that the late tyrannical. Acts of the 
" British Parliament would otherwise most assuredly 
" involve us in. 

" Fifth, That to obtain a Redress of our Griev- 
" ances, it has been thought most advisable, in the 
"Colonies, to appoint a general Congress, we will take 
" Shelter under the Wisdom of those Gentlemen who 
" may be chosen to represent us, and cheerfully ac- 
"quiesce in any Measures they may judge shall be 
" proper, on this very alarming and critical Occasion." 

These Resolutions were duly presented to the 
Meeting ; and the official record of the proceedings of 
that Meeting tells, to all comers, they " were unani- 
" mously agreed to ; " after which the Meeting was 
dissolved.'' 

Because the numerous tenants and other depend- 
ents on the Morris family were residents of Westches- 
ter, and not distant, there is reason for the supposition 
that the Meeting was well-attended; and there can be 
no reasonable doubt that the proceedings were con- 
ducted with entire propriety and good order. But, 
like the Meeting at Rye, of which mention has been 
made, that at Westchester was evidently controlled 
by a single master-spirit ; and, like the former, the 
latter was, also, unquestionably convened and con- 
ducted, not as much for the clear expression of the 
uncontrolled and intelligent opinions of " the Free- 
" holders and Inhabitants " of the Town, on the grave 
questions which were submitted to them, or for the 
honest promotion of the best interests of the Colony, 
as for a preparation of the way for the return of the 
Morris family to place, and authority, and influence 
in the political affairs of the Colony, from which, 
through the controlling power of the De Lanceys, it 
had been, for many years, entirely excluded. 

It is probable that the other Towns throughout the 
County, if any such Towns, really or apparently, re- 
sponded to the invitation of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence in New York, either contented 
themselves, like those of Bedford and Mamaroneck, 
with only the elections of Delegates to the proposed 
Convention of the County, without any further 
expression of their sentiments, or, if they expressed 
such sentiments or any others, that, in the absence of 
all other than merely local agitators, they did not 
crowd those sentiments before a people who were 
already surcharged with such wordy manifestations ; 
and it remains only for us to record the additional 

s Official record of the proceedings of the Meeting, in Gaine's New- 
York Qaxette : and tht Weekly Mercury ^ No. 1194, Mkw-Tosk, Monday, 
August 29, 1774, and In Rivington'9 New-York Gazetteer, No. 72, Nkw- 
YoKK, Thursday, September 2, 1774. 
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facts that, on Monday, the twenty-second of August, 
1774, a Convention of Del^ates from the several 
Towns and Districts of Westchester-county, or from a 
number of them, was assembled in the Court-house, 
at the White Plains ; that Colonel Frederic Philipse, 
Lord of the Manor of Philipseborough and a Member 
of the General Assembly of the Province, represent- 
ing the County of Westchester in that body, was in the 
Chair of that Convention ; ^ that it was determined to 
authorize a Delegation to represent the County, in the 
proposed Congress of the Continent, at Philadelphia; 
and that Isaac Low, Philip Livingston, James Duane, 
John Alsop, and John Jay, who had been elected to 
represent the City and County of New York, in that 
Congress, should be duly authorized, also, to represent 
the County of Westchester, therein.' 

By that determination and action of its nominally 
authorized Convention, the County of Westchester, in 
history, if not in fact,' placed itself abreast of the 
most advanced advocates for the autonomy of the 
British Colonies in America ; and no one can success- 
fully dispute the fact that the Delegates whom, the 
records say, the County authorized to represent it, in 
the consultations and discussions and votes of the 



1 " Ckird to the Public^** reprinted fn Force's Amtrican Archirei^ Fourth 
Series, i., 1188, 1189. 

^OredenUah of tke DeUgatea from New-York, Journal of the Congreat^ 
** Monday, SeptemlMjr 5, 1*'74." 

'The lubflequently published diflclalmer of inhabitants of Rye and oth- 
er circumstances of the same t«ndency, incline us to the belief of what 
lieuteDant-govemor Colden informed the Earl of Dartmouth, on that 
general subject, in his Despatch of October 5, 1774, that *' a great deal of 
' Pains has been taken to perswade the Counties to chuse I>elegat«s for 
**the Congress or to adopt those sent by this City. Sereral of the Coun- 
"ties hare refused to be concerned in the Measures. In Queens County 
** where I have a House & reside the summer Season six Persons have not 
" been got together for the Purpose and the Inhabitants remain firm in 
** their Besolntlon not to Join in the Congress. In the Countiee that hare 
**Joined in the Measures of the City, I am inform^ the Business has 
**been done by a rery few Parsons who took upon themselves to act for 
"the Freeholders. A Gentleman who was present when the Delegates 
" were chosen in Orange County says, there were not twenty Persons 
** present at that Meeting tho* there are above 1000 Freeholders in that 
** County : and I am told the case was similar in other Counties that it 
"is said have Joined in the Congress.** 

In the same connection, Joseph Galloway, when he was examined be- 
fore the House of Commons, testified, that "I don*t think that one-fifth 
*' part have, fh>m principle and choice, supported the present Rebellion." 
• « « *< The last Delegation to Congreaa, made by the Province of 
** Pennsylvania, and the appointment of all the Officers of that State, was 
"made by leas than two hundred Voters, although there are at least 
"thirty thousand men Intitled to Vote, by the Laws of tlie Province. 
" One instance more I beg leave to give. One of the Delegates from the 
" Province of New York, (wilh whom I sat in Congress in 1774) repre- 
"senting a considerable District in that Province, was chosen t>y himself 
" and his clerk only, and that clerk certified to the Congress that he was 
" unanimously appointed 1 ** In a foot-note to this portion of that testi- 
mony, Galloway added : " The people of Kings County so much disap- 
" proved of the sending any Members to the Congress, that, although 
**due notice was given of the time and place of Election, only two of 
"them met: Mr. Simon Boerum appointed his friend Clerk, and the 
"Clerk appointed Mr. Boerum a Delegate in Congress, who was the only 
"Representative for that large County." — {Examinaii^.tiy 16 Jum«, 1779 — 
TVie Examination of Joteph Gullotcay^ Enq.f hefore the Hou«e of Cjtnmom^ 
London: 1779, 10, 11.) 

See, also, Galioway*B Z^tier$ to a Noblemaml Second Edition, London : 
1779, 21. 



proposed Congress, no matter what, in the Congress or 
elsewhere, the doings of those who composed that 
Delegation may have been, were gentlemen of the 
highest social standing; that some of them were 
gentlemen of the highest intellectual powers; and 
that all possessed what, at that time, either consist- 
ently or inconsistently, honestly or dishonestly, they 
publicly assumed to have been the highest regard for 
the welfare of the Colony and of the Continent. It 
appears, however, notwithstanding that apparently 
general movement, in favor of the proposed Congress, 
among the farmers of Westchester-couQty, or, at least, 
a general acquiescence therein, that there was a very 
important portion of them, individually respectable 
and respectable in numbers, who had not been thus 
influenced; who, therefore, had not joined in the 
reported election of Delegates to the Convention ; 
and who were without any sympathy with those who 
were promoting the call for a Congress of the Conti- 
nent, even for consultation and mutual advice. There 
is reason, also, for supposing that there were miiny 
such cautious or timid conservatives, in each of the 
Towns, if, indeed, the great body of the inhabitants of 
each was not thus disposed to maintain the conserva- 
tism of the past; that they were not confined to any 
particular class of the inhabitants of those Towns ; 
and that they included holders of freehold properties 
and of the right of suffrage at the Polls as well as 
holders of leasehold properties. Tenants on the 
Manors, who held no such political right — all of them 
men of intelligence and respectability. A specimen 
of the dissent referred to, may be seen in the follow- 
ing disclaimer, which was published in the news- 
papers of the day : * 

'* Rye, New York ; September 24, 1774. 

'^ We, the Subscribers, Freeholders and Inhabitanta 
of the Town of Rye, in the County of Westchester, 
being much concerned with the unhappy Situation 
of public Affairs, think it our Duty to our King and 
Country, to Declare that we have not been con- 
cerned in any Resolutions entered into or Measures 
taken, with regard to the Disputes at present sub- 
sisting with the Mother Country; we also testify 
our dislike to many hot and furious Proceedings, in 
consequence of said Disputes, which we think are 
more likely to ruin this once happy Country, than 
remove Grievances, if any there are. 

'' We also declare our great Desire and full Reso- 
lution to live and die peaceable Subjects to our 
Gracious Sovereign, King George the Third, and his 
Laws. 
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" Isaac Gidney, 
"Abraham Wetmore, 
"John Collum, 
" Henry Bird, 



William Armstrong, 
James Hains, 
Thomas Thaell, 
Dennis Lary, 



^Hiviuffton't Neto-York Oanetieer, No. 78, Niw-Yobk, Thursday, Octo- 
ber 13, 1774. 
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Roger Purdy, 
Qilbert Brundige, 
Joseph Clark, 
James Gedney, 
James Purdy, 
John Adee, 
Nathaniel Purdy, 
Joseph Wilson, 
Benjamin Willson, 
James Hart, 
Silemon Halsted, 
James Budd, 
Thomas Kniffen, 
Gilbert Merrit, Esq*. 
John Carhart, 
Israel Seaman, 
William Hall, 
Capt. Abraham Bush, 
Andrew Lion, 
James Jamisson, 
Thomas Brown, 
Gilbert Thaell, Jun., 
Joseph Merrit, Jun., 
Jonathan Gedney, 
John Guion , 
Elijah Hains, 
John Affrey, 
Hack. Purdy, 
Charles Thaell, Esq., 
John Kniffen, 
John Park, 
Joshua Gedney, 
Ebenezer Brown, 
John Slater, 
Benjamin Kniffen, 
Nehemiah Wilson, 
Gilbert Morris, Jr., 



" Robert Merrit, 
"Roger Merrit, 
" Isaac Anderson, 
"John Willis, 
"Nehemiah Sherwood, 
" William Crooker, 
"Andrew Carhart, 
" Seth Purdy, 
" Disbury Park, 
"Major James Horton, 
" Nathaniel Sniffen, 
" Sol. Gidney, 
" Bartholomew Hains, 
" Gilbert Hains, 
"Joshua Purdy, 
" James Wetmore, 
"William Brown, 
" Joseph Purdy, 
"Jonathan Budd, 
" Ebenezer Brown, Jun., 
" Henry Slater, 
"Andrew Kniffen, 
"Thomas Wilson, 
" Timothy Wetmore, Esq., 
" Daniel Erwin, 
" Roger Park, 
"Roger Kniffen, 
"John Hawkins, 
" Andrew Merrit, 
" Archibald Tilford, 
" Adam Seaman, 
" Rievers Morrel, 
"Abraham Miller, 
"Jonathan Kniffen, 
"John Buvelot, 
"Gilbert Thaell, 
"Isaac Brown, 
" Peter Florence." 

Those who are acquainted with the methods which 
are very often employed by audacious partisans or by 
those more insidious supporters of a questionable 
proposition, for the instruction of an opponent in 
what way to do or to say what, if left to himself, he 
would not think of either saying or doing, in any 
manner, will be very likely to concur in the suspicion 
which prevails, that the following papers, each of 
them supplementary to the above-recited disclaimer 
and declaration, were the reasonable results of such, 
not always gentle, social or political or ecclesiastical 
or financial pressure as is, very generally, seen among 
the methods to which reference has been made. 

" Rye, October 17th, 1774. 
" We, the Subscribers, having been suddenly and 
"unwarily drawn in, to sign a certain Paper pub- 
"lished in Mr. Rivington's Gazetteer, of the 13th 
"instant; and being now, after mature deliberation, 
" fully convinced that we acted preposterously, and 
'* without adverting properly to the Matter in dispute 
3 



"between the Mother Country and her Colonies, are, 
" therefore, sorry that we ever had any concern in 
" said Paper ; and we do by these Presents utterly 
" disclaim every part thereof, except our expressions 
" of Loyalty to the King and Obedience to the con- 
" stitutional Laws of the Realm. 



" Abraham Miller, 
"Adam Seaman, 
" Andrew Carehart, 
" John Carehart, 
" Gilbert Brundige, 
"John Willis, 
" James Jameson, 
" Gilbert Merrit." » 



William Brown, 
Isaac Anderson, 
William Crooker, 
Andrew Lyon, 
John Buflot, 
John Slater, 
Israel Seaman, 



The following very cautiously worded Card, ap- 
pended to a Aill copy of the disclaimer and declara- 
tion, dated on the twenty -fourth of September, 
which bore the signature of Timothy Wetmore, 
Esquire, was published, forty days afterwards : 

"The above Paper, like many others, being liable 
" to misconstruction, and having been understood, by 
" many, to import a Recognition of a Right in the 
" Parliament of Great Britain, to bind America, in all 
" cases whatsoever, and to signify that the Colonies 
" labour under no Grievances, which is not the Sense 
" I meant to convey, I think it my Duty to explain 
"my Sentiments upon the Subject, and thereby pre- 
" vent future Mistakes 

"It is my Opinion that the Parliament have no 
" Right to Tax America, tho' they have a Right to 
" regulate the Trade of the Empire. I am further of 
" Opinion that several Acts of Parliament are Griev- 
" ances ; and that the execution of them ought to be 
" Opposed, in such Manner as may be Consistent with 
" the Duty of a Subject to our Sovereign ; tho' I can- 
"not help expressing my Disapprobation of many 
" violent Proceedings, in some of the Colonies. 

" Dated the 3d of November, 1774. 

" Timothy Wetmore." * 

The organization of the Congress of the Continent, 
and its Proceedings, as far as it permitted those Pro- 
ceedings to be made public, and the series of papers 
which it sent forth, in behalf of the complaining Colo- 
nies, form important portions of the world's history 
which need not be repeated, in this place. It will not 
be improper, however, to notice, in this connection, 
the fact that two, if no more, of the Delegates who 
represented the revolutionary portion of the inhab- 
itants of West<;hester-county, in that Congress, were 
actively associated with Joseph Galloway, whom 
history has regarded as a "volunteer spy for the 
" British Government," ^ in a measure, proposed in the 

1 BiviMtjloiC$ Sew-York Gazetteer, No. 79, New- York, Thursday, Octo- 
ber 20, 1774. 

> Rivington*9 New-Tork Gaaetieer^ No. 82, Nkw-York, Thursday, NoTem- 
ber 10, 1774. 

s Bancroft's HUiory of the United States^ original edition, yii., 126 ; the 
tamCf centenary edition, Iv., 392. 
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interest of the Crown, which the Congress not only 
rejected, with contempt, but would not permit to be 
laid on its table nor to be recorded on its published 
Journal ; ^ that one of those two Delegates was subse- 
quently discovered to have been quite as deeply im- 
plicated in a perfidious communication of the secret 
proceedings of the Congress, with quite as earnest a 
sympathy for the King and the Government, as Joseph 
Galloway is known to have been ; ^ and that the other 
Delegate referred to signalized himself, throughout 
the entire period occupied by the Congress, not only 
by his earnest advocacy of "the insidious proposi- 
" tion " of Joseph Galloway, offered and supported in 
the interest of the Crown, but by his unceasing oppo- 
sition to every assertion of republican principles and 
by his equally untiring support of whatever sustained 
the existing power of the aristocracy and the time- 
hallowed prerogatives of the Crown and the Parlia- 
ment' — he has not, indeed, been found to have been, 
directly, in the service of the Colonial Government ; 
but he is known to have been the willing associate 
and confidential friend of those who were actively 
employed in that service ; and in their loyal labors, in 
behalf of their recognized Sovereign, he is known, 
also, to have been their open and untiring and most 
distinguished co-worker,* concealed from the light of 
open day, however, by the vote of secrecy which his 
friends and associates did not hesitate to disregard, in 
the presence of the official representative of the 
Crown, who was, also, their political master. It has 
been usual to screen the latter of the two Delegates 

1 •• With a heart full of loyalty to my Sorerelgn, I went into Congresa — 
* and from that loyalty I never doTiated, in the least. I proposed a PUih 
** of Aecotmnodaiion in theCongreos, agreeable to my Jurtntetiou* ; — some 
*' of the best men, and men of the best fortunes, espoused the Plau, and 
"drew with me."— (Bcamwiuitoti o/Joteph GnHoway be/ort the House of 
Commons^ 18 Jujw, 1779, London : 1779, 47-64.) 

" His scheme*' framed "in secret concert with the Governor of New 
'* Jersey and with Golden of New York," *' held out a hope of Continental 
" Union, which was the long cherished policy of New York ; it was sec- 
" ondod by Buane and advocated by Jay, but opposed by Lee of Vir- 
** ginia."— (Bancroft's HiMUyry of the UnUed StaUn, original edition, vil., 
140, 141 ; thentnne^ centenaiy edition, iv., 402.) 

*' The scheme was intended to perpetuate the dependence of the Colo- 
" niee on England : and was proposed with the approbation of the loy 
'* alist Oovernoiv, Franklin of New Jersey, and Golden of New York. 
*' Galloway urged it in an elaborate speech; and it was supported by 
*' Duane, Jay, and Edward Rutledg^. It was not only rejected, however, 
*' but the menbers came at last to view it with so much odium that the 
'* Motions in relation to it were ordered to be expunged fh>m the Jour- 
" naU. This result was an end to the loyalist influence in Congress." — 
(Frothingham's liiae of the liepublic, Boston: 1872, 367, 308.) 

See, also, Hlldreth's m$Utrij of the I'liUed Stateii, First Series, iii., 46; 
Pitkin's HittM-y of the I'nited Stttfeg, i., 299, 300 ; Jones's HlMwry of New 
York during the RerolMtiouary 11 ar, ii., l09 ; etc. 

s Vide pages 26, 27, ante. 

3 John Jay opposed some of the extremely democratic utterances of Pat- 
rick Henry, very properly ; but he opposed, also, the uttemuce of Roger 
Sherman, when that plain mau " deduced allegiance from consent," as he 
continued to oppose that democratic dogma, throughout his entire life. 
The aristocratic Richard Henry Lee was in harmony with him ; but the 
democratic element of the Cougrcss was widely opix>sed to him, in all 
his fundamental propositions. 

* Vide the extracts from Galloway's Examination, Bancroft's History of 
the United iytateg, and Frothingham's Hiseof the Uejmblic, in Note 1, page 
34, above. 



from the censures of history and to regard him as 
peculiarly pure and virtuous, as a man and as a poli- 
tician ; but, as has been well-said by another, ** there 
** are no tricks in plain and simple faith." 

It will not be improper to notice, also, in this con- 
nection, that the proceedings and the recommenda- 
tions of the Congress were not, by any means, unani- 
mously accepted and approved, either by the several 
Colonial Assemblies, or by the several Towns through- 
out the Colonies, or by the Inhabitants of the Towns, 
individually ; and that, in many instances, that dissent 
was made known to the world, in terms which could 
not be mistaken. Indeed, no intelligent person can 
arise from a careful and dispassionate examination of 
the unquestionable authorities which have come down 
to us, concerning the origin of that Congress, the 
expressed purposes for which it was called, its organi- 
zation, the extent of authority which was delegated 
to the several Delegations of which it was composed, 
and the action of those Delegations, within the Con- 
gress, without having been entirely convinced that 
the Congress was not a legally constituted body, cre- 
ated in pursuance of Law, and entitled to recognition, 
in law or in fact, by any individual Colonist or by any 
legally organized body, of any class ; ^ that, on the 
contrary, it was nothing else than a voluntary associa* 
tion, in which, every member acted entirely on his 
individual responsibility, without possessing or acquir- 
ing the slightest right, in law, to exact obedience from 
any, beyond what each, for himself, had already spe- 
cifically consented to yield ; that it was proposed and 
organized only for consultation and advice and united 
action, within the well-defined limits of the Law of 
the Land ; that no authority was vested in it, by its 
several constituencies, to assume and exercise any 
legislative functions whatever, to publish decrees 
equivalent to Statutes, to require obedience to such 
decrees, nor to order the infliction of penalties where 
there should be any disobedience to its enactments; 
that, to the extent of its action beyond the letter of 
the authority which had been delegated to it and as 
far as that action was in violation of existing Statutes, 
it acted in open violation of the clearly express^ed 
loyalty of its several constituencies, of its own osten- 
tatious pretensions of fealty to the Sovereign, and of 
that obedience to the fundamental Laws of the King- 
dom, an alleged violation of which fundamental 
Laws, by the Parliament and the Ministry, constituted 
the gravamen of its denunciations of the Government, 
and the spirit of its own exis'ence ; that, to that extent, 
also, it was revolutionary ; and, to that extent, there- 
fore, it gave reasonable cause for discontent, and dis- 

ft Although this is not likely to be disputed, by any one, it may be 
proiier to state that it was not claimed to have been so, by those who 
promoted the call for it — ** it is allowed by the most Intelligent among 
" theui, that these assemblies of the People are illegal and may be danger- 
"ous, but they deny that they are unconstitutional when a national 
" grievance cannot otherwise be removed." — {LietitenaHt-goremor Golden 
to the Earl of Dartmouth^ ** New Yobk 1st June, 1774.") 
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sent, ancl alarm , among those who had not been prom- 
ised such a result; among those wh j were not inclined 
.to be crowded into insurrection, without their consent ; 
and among those whose best interests and whose 
families' best interests rested on a contiaued peace 
throughout the Colonies and on a due attention to 
their own affairs. 

The purposes of thb work afford no warrant for a 
more extended narrative than we have given of the 
xeally varied designs of those, in other Colonies than 
in that of New York, who promoted the assembling of 
a Congress of the Colonies ; nor of the intrigues of 
those who, some for one purpose and some for another, 
desired to become members of that body ; nor of the 
objects for which it was specially invited and con- 
vened ; nor of the influences which controlled it, after 
it was convened, and which transformed it from that 
instrument for securing a peaceful redress of those 
grievances of which the Colonists had complained, 
that Reconciliation with the Mother Country which 
was " most ardently desired by all good men,*' that 
Harmony and good Will between Qreat Britain and 
her Colonists which only a very few revolutionists, in 
some of the Colonies, did not anxiously hope for, and 
that general Peace which would have restored pros- 
perity and happiness to both the Colonists and the 
inhabitants of Great Britain, for securing all of which 
and for no other purpose whatever it had been specifi- 
cally invited and convened, into an instrument for the 
violation of the rights of individuals and of property, 
previously regarded as sacred, and for the promotion 
of Insurrection and of Revolution and of Rebellion, 
of War and of Devastation and of Ruin, and these 
for nothing else than for the advancement of individ- 
ual and sectional interests, for none of which latter 
purposes was there more than a handful of reckless 
advocates, in any of the Colonies, and against which, 
with the exception of the handful of " fire-eaters " of 
that period, to whom we have referred, there was, in 
each of the Colonies, nothing else than a firm and un- 
divided opposition, in which every sect and every fac- 
tion and every party were sincerely united. All these 
must be left for elucidation by other hands, in other 
works ; but we may be permitted to say, here, in brief, 
that, since what were regarded as grievances, of which 
complaints had been made and which were sought to 
be redressed, were peculiarly of a commercial or mer- 
cantile character, the disaffection of the Colonists, in 
New York, because of those alleged grievances, was 
confined to the commercial and mercantile centres, 
the two Cities of New York and Albany, without af- 
fecting or disturbing the peace of or, indeed, exciting 
any particular interest within, the rural Counties, 
within the Colony ; that, in consequence, whatever 
means were resorted to, by those of the commercial 
and mercantile classes, within those business centres 
and among those who were or who supposed they were 
aggrieved, for the purpose of obtaining a redress of 
their alleged grievances — of which means the pro- 



posed Congress of the Colonies, honestly or dishonest- 
ly, was said to have been one — were sustained and ad- 
vanced, within those business centres, with an almost 
entire unanimity among their inhabitants and with 
all the energy and determination which self-interest, 
largely developed, can arouse among active, ambi- 
tious, unscrupulous, and wealthy men ; while, among 
the agriculturists and small country traders, none of 
whom had been or were, in the slightest degree, ieig- 
grieved by the Colonial policy of the Home Govern- 
ment, — among whom, therefore, there was no disaffec- 
tion, because of that policy ; and whose individual 
interests would be more advanced and better secured 
by continued quiet, throughout the Colony, than by 
unrest and political excitement— there was an entire 
and generally prevailing indifference to the well-told 
complaints of the commercial and mercantile classes, 
within the Cities, as well as to the means for obtain- 
ing a redress of their particular grievances, to which 
those metropolitan Merchants and Traders had re- 
sorted, of all of which, the complaints as well as the 
means employed, these hard-handed rustics, with few 
exceptions, know almost nothing, and in none of 
which, the grievances or the means employed for the 
redress of those grievances, did they possess even the 
slightest personal interest. Each of these two classes 
of Colonists, in New York, the commercial and mer- 
cantile classes, within the two Cities, and the agricul- 
tural and dependent classes, throughout the country 
— the former assuming to have been aggrieved by the 
Home Government and originating means for the re- 
dress of those alleged grievances, on the one hand ; 
the latter wholly indifferent to the complaints of the 
metropolitan Merchants and Traders and to the 
various means resorted to, by them, in their efforts to 
effect a removal of those grievances, on the other 
hand — was sincere, in maintaining what it did main- 
tain, since each was prompted and controlled by noth- 
ing else than by its own personal interests ; and what 
was really '* patriotism," the interests of the aggregate 
body of the Colonists regardless of the interests of 
any individual or class of those Colonists, in either of 
those classes, if they were patriotic on any other sub- 
ject, had no part nor lot in this matter. 

The Congress of the Colonies, as the reader will 
remember and as we hare stated, was one of those 
means which were resorted to, by the aristocratic, 
anti-revolutionary commercial and mercantile classes, 
within the City of New York and by those 
Traders whose seat was at Albany, for the purpose, it 
was alleged, of securing a peaceful redress of what 
those Merchants and Traders were pleased to consider 
as grievances — in other words, for the removal of 
those restraints on that '• illicit trade " in which they 
had been so long, so corruptly, and so successfully 
engaged, which the Home Government had recently 
interposed, with more than usual efficiency ; and for 
the exoneration of that lawlessness and reckless de- 
struction of property, by mobs who had been in- 
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dpired and directed by controlling members of those 
commercial and mercantile claBses^for which property 
the local authorities had neglected or declined to 
compensate the owners — and, besides the indifference 
of the farmers, who constituted a vastly great major- 
ity of the adult males who were permanent residents 
of the Colony, which we have described, it encoun- 
tered, from its inception, the earnest and active and 
unscrupulous handful of "fire-eaters," within the 
City of New York, because of the moderate temper in 
which it had been proposed ; because of the disre- 
gard of the pretensions of the Town of Boston, with 
which they were in harmonious correspondence ; and 
because the authors and promoters of the project of 
convening such a Congress had disregarded the as- 
pirations of some of those "fire-eaters" for places in 
the Delegation who would be sent to that Congress, 
as representatives of the Colony of New Yurk ; and, 
reasonably enough, it encountered, also, the opposition, 
direct and decided, of that very small number who 
personally constituted the Colonial Government, and 
by some of those who occupied places of honor and 
emolument under its authority, and, most zealously 
of all these, by those hungry sycophants of authority 
— hangers on of that Colonial Government who never 
failed to "sneeze, whenever it took snuff" — ^the 
aggregate of whom was powerless in its legitimate 
opposition because of the smallness of its num- 
bers. 

Notwithstanding the direct opposition of the little 
clique of fire-eating revolutionists and that of the 
larger and more influential circle of the Colonial 
Government and its adherents — " friends of Govern- 
" ment," as they called themselves — ^and the chilly 
indifference of the great body of the farmers, consti- 
tuting the vast majority of the inhabitants of the 
Colony, that Congress of the Colonies was convened 
under the auspices of those among whom it was 
originated ; was turned from the pacific purposes for 
which it had been called, into others which were 
revolutionary in their character ; and was dissolved, 
to take its place in the history of that very eventful 
period. The " fire-eating " few who had succeeded 
in effecting that radical change in its character and 
in securing from it an acquiescence in their revolu- 
tionary purposes, were, of course, well pleased with 
the results of the movement. The Colonial Govern- 
ment and its adherents were, of course, none the less 
antagonistic to it, because they were powerless to 
suppress the growing revolt or to protect the Colonists 
from the effects of the revolutionary action of the 
Congress. The farmers throughout the Colony con- 
tinued their agricultural labors in continued indiffer- 
ence, unmindful of that approaching catastrophe 
which was, so very soon afterwards, to overwhelm 
themselves as well as others and to involve all, alike, 
in one common ruin of every thing which was or 
which could be dear to them. Of those commercial 
and mercantile classes among whom the Congress 



had originated and by whom it had been fostered, 
very many disapproved the violence of its declared 
policy— of that policy which had closed the doors to 
all hopes for Reconciliation and Peace, and which 
had opened the doors, invitingly, to Revolution and 
Rebellion, to War and Ruin — and drew back from 
those who continued to sustain the Congress and who, 
then, were preparing to enforce its decrees ; while the 
latter portion of those classes, allied with the revolu- 
tionary faction whom those commercial and mercan- 
tile classes had previously declined to recognize and 
for whom, individually and collectively, only that 
superficial respect which practical politicians have 
always entertained for those, of lower ranks of so- 
ciety, whom they have sought to employ as the 
means of their own advancement to place and influ- 
ence and wealth, was entertained, proceeded to en- 
force, by fair means or by foul, the various decrees, 
thinly disguised as " recommendations," which the 
Congress had enacted. 

The memory of those readers whose hairs of gray 
reveal the advent or the presence of old age, will be 
very likely to compare all these circumstances with 
similar circumstances which have occurred, within 
our own country and within the period of their own 
personal recollections ; and to the practical, personal 
knowledge of that hoary headed tribunal we may 
safely refer all these movements and counter-move- 
ments for the advancement or the obstruction of pre- 
determined and unholy revolt, for its intelligent judg- 
ment. The glamour of success may have made all 
these transactions, before the Congress was convened 
and while it was in session and after its dissolution, 
appear to have been possessed of different characters 
from those which they really possessed ; the diligence 
of personal descendants, whose best claim to distinc- 
tion among men rests only on the apocryphal fame of 
their ancestors, actors in those events, may have 
transformed the pigmies and the political tricksters 
and those who were without honor or honesty or man- 
liness, of that period, into great men and patriots and 
men of virtue, of integrity, and of personal upright- 
ness ; but, notwithstanding all these fictitious inter- 
positions, the Truth remains, unchanged and un- 
changeable. 

Among the conservative farmers of Westchester- 
county, generally, it is believed that the result of the 
Congress was not satisfactory — as will be seen, here- 
after, some of the most influential of them, who had 
heartily approved the popular movement for the re- 
dress of the Colony's grievances, and who had ear- 
nestly united with their countrymen in calling the 
Congress, were forced to the seeming inconsistency of 
open dissent ; and there was significance in that dis- 
sent, while such other communities as the Towns of 
Hollis, in New Hampshire;^ Marshfield, in Massa- 



1 Proceedings of the Totvn, in legnl Tovrn-Meetinjr, November 7, 1774, 
reprinted in Force's Americtm Archives, Fourth SerieB, i., 1229. 
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chusetU ; * Bidgefield, " Newtown, * Stratfield, (now 
Bridgeport,)^ Greenwich,* Danbury and its vicinity,' 
Darien,^ Norwalk,** Redding,* Stamford,'® New Mil- 
ford," Morria," Plymouth,'^ Salisbury," etc., indeed the 
entire western portion of the Colony,^ in Connecticut ; 
Oyster Bay,'* Jamaica," Shawangunk,'^ all those in 
Bichraond-county," in New York, and many others,** 

- - - 

^LeUerfrvm Marthfidd to a Qentleman m BoUmi^ January 24, 1775* 
pablished in BwingUnCi Nevi-York GwxUeer^ No. 9\ Nkw-York, 
Thursday, February 9, 1775, reprinted in Force's American Archives^ 
Fourth Series, i., 1177, 1778 ; Extract of a leUerfrom Boston to a GcntU- 
man in New-York^ January 26, 1776, reprinted in the lame work, i., 
1178; Proceeding* of the TMont\n legal Town-Meeting, 20th February, 
1775, reprinted in the same work, i., 1249 ; Protest of sixty four of the In- 
habitants of the Toirtj, 20th February, 1775, re-printed in the same work, 
i., 1249, 1250. 

s Fr^iceedinge of the IVini, in Special Town-Meeting, 30th January, 
1775, published in Jiirington's Xew-York Gazetteer, No. 94, Nxw-YORK, 
Thursday, February 2, 1775, and reprinted in Force's American Archives^ 
Fourth Seriea, i., 1202, 1203 ; Card signed by twenty nine of the Inhabit- 
antSf "BiDOsriELD, 0>nnecticnt, February 2, 1775,** reprinted in the 
aame work, i., 1210 ; Proceedings of Ae(foumed Thwn-Meeting, April 10, 
1775, reprinted in Kurd's History of Fairfield-eounty^ Connecticut, 639 ; 
the same work, 660, 653 ; Teller's History of RidgeJieUl, Conn., 45, 46. 

« Proceedmgs of Ae Town, In Town-Meeting, " Nkwtown, Conm fiCTi- 
**CUT, February 6, 1775," published in Bieington's Ne\o-York Gazetteer, 
No. 97, New-Yobk, Thursday, February 23, 1775, re-printed in Force's 
American Archices, Fourth Series, i., 1215 ; Hurd's History of Fairfield- 
coHHly, 465. 

* Hurd's History of Faitfleld-eonnty, 78, 79, and the Pietiiion for Harh<yr 
Guard, dated January 14, 1777, which is therein reprinted. 

* Hurd's History of Fairfield-county, 373, 374, and the Charges made 
against Rev. Jonathan Murdock, Pu$U>r of the West tiociety, dated July 
12, 1784, printed therein ; Mead's HiMtory of Greenwich, 153, 164. 

^ PiroeeeeUnga of the Town, in legal Town-Meeting, February 6, 1776, 
in Rivington^s New-York Gazetteer, No. 97, New- York, Thursday, Febru- 
ary 23, 1775, reprinted in Force's American Archives, Fourth Series, i., 
1216; Hurd's History of Fairfield-county, 184. 

^Hnrd'B History of Fairfleid-county, 268. 

« Hurd's History of Fairfieid-eouuty, 602-504; Childs's Burnittg of Nor- 
walk, in Hurd's History, 513, 514. 

* Ritfington's New-York Gazetteer, No. 97, New- York, Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 23,' 1776 ; BeT. Mr. Beach's Reports to the Secretary of the Vener- 
able Society, 1765-1781 ; Hurd's History^of Fairfleld-eounty, 583. 

10 Huntington's History of BUtmford, 205 ; Hurd's History of Fairfield- 
eonnty, 7()6. 

"^^ Protest of one himdredandtieenty Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Town of New MUford, February 27, 1776, reprinted in Force's American 
Archives, Fourth Series, 1., 1270 ; History of Litchfleld-county, Connecticut, 
Phila. : 1881, 451. 

" Dwight's Travels, 11., 369. 

IS History of LUckUdd-couniy, 496, 496. 

i« History cf Liichfield-eounty, 530. 

lA Hiuman's Historical Collections of the part sustained by Connecticut, 
during the War of the Recolniion, 18, 84, 570. 

!• LeUerfrom Oyster-hay to James Rielngton, from " A Spectator,** de- 
scribing a Meeting of ninety Freeholders of that Town, on the thirtieth 
of December, 1774. {Rivington*s New-York Gazetteer, No. 90, New York, 
Thursday, Januarys, 1775.) 

^7 Declaration of ninety-one Freeholders atid forty-five other principal In- 
habitants of Ja.naica, "Jamaica, January 27, 1775," in Rirington^s New- 
York Gazetteer, No. 94, New- York, Thursday, February 2, 1775. 

"Card, dated " Ulster-countt, New York, February 11, 1775," pub- 
lished in Force's American Archives, Fourth Series, 1., 1230. 

IS Proceedings of the Committee of Observation of Elisabethtomi, New 
Jersey, February 13, 1776, publidied in Holt's Neiv-Ynrk Journal, No. 
1676, New-York, Thursday, February 16, 1775 ; and those of the Com- 
mittee fur Observation for the Township of Woodbridge, New Jersey, 
" WooDBBXDGK, "February 20, 1776," published in Force's American 
Archives, Fourth Series, i., 1249, each pruvidlug for ** boycotting" the 
Staten Islanders. 

» Lieutenant-governor Colden to the Earl of Dartmouth, " New York. 
••2 Nov. 1774 ; " the same to the same, " New York, December 7, 1774 ; " 



some of them hy formal Votes, in legal Town -meet- 
ings, and all of them, in practise, also declared their 
disapproval of the revolutionary measures adopted by 
the Congress and recommended by it, to be enforced 
in the several (Colonies. 

While the more conservative portions of the Colo- 
nists, in opposition to the Home Government, were 
earnestly laboring to maintain themselves in the lead* 
ership of the political elements of the Colony, and, 
at the same time, to secure a redress of the grievances 
to which the Colony had been subjected and to eflTect 
an honorable reconciliation between the Colonies and 
the Mother Country, the revolutionary portion of the 
same body of Colonists, strengthened by the accession 
to their number, of those, recently of the opposite 
portion, who were endeavoring to pose, for office-sake, 
both as aristocrats and as democrats, as might best 
suit successive audiences, nominally intent on the ac- 
complishment of the same ends, was really employed 
in zealously promoting measures which were better 
adapted to the defeat of itself, in whatever it should 
really seek to accomplish, in the interests of peace. 

On the seventh of November, James Duane, who 
had already distinguished himself, in connection with 
John Jay and Joseph Galloway, as everything else 
than an honest promoter of anything which was rev- 
olutionary in its tendencies, pandered to the revolu- 
tionary spirit which pervaded the revolutionary por- 
tion of the unfranchised inhabitants of the City, 
through whose influence he had once beeft elevated 
to a seat in the Congress and through whose contin- 
ued influence, only, a similar favor might be secured, 
in the near future — that James Duane submitted a 
Resolution to the Committee of Correspondence, in 
the City of New York, for the election, by the Free- 
holders and the Freemen of the City, of eight persons 
in each Ward, for the purpose " of observing the con- 
" duct of all Persons touching the Asaociation " [o/Non- 
Importation J and Non- Exportation^ and Non- Conmrnp- 
tion'\ " entered into, by the Congress," against Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and for the purpose, also, 
of publishing the names of all those whom that Com- 



the same to Governor Tryon, "New York, Dec. 7, 1774;" Governor 
Gage to the same, ** Boston, December 15, 1774 ; " Joseph Reed to Josiah 
Quincy, Junior, *' Philadelphia, November 6, 1774 ; " Proceedings of a 
Meeting of Freeholders of Middhsex-connty, Nar Jersey, "according to a 
"Notice," January 3, 1775, reprinted in Force's American Archives, 
Fourth Series, i., 11)83 ; Proceedings of Toicn of Barnstable, Masfachusetts, 
in Town-Meeting, January 4, 1775, reprinted in the same work, i., 1092 ; 
Letter from Georgia to a Gentlentan in New Ym-I; dated February 18, 
1775 ; reprinted in the same, i., 1160 ; Proceedings of CAe General 
Committee, [establishing non-intercourse with Georgia] " Charlestowx, 
*' South Carolina, February 8, 1775 ; " Duchess-county [New York] 
Association, January 18, 1776 ; Letter to James Rirington, dated •■* Flubu- 
"iNO, IN Queen's County, Long-Island, Jan. 14," published in Riv- 
ington^s New York Gazetteer, No. 92, New-York, Thursday, January 19, 
1775 ; Letter to the same, dated, " Newtown on Long Island, Jan. 12, 
" 1775," published In the same issue of that paper ; Letter to the same from 
Uliter-cotmty, New-York, published in the same paper. No. 93, New- 
York, Thursday, January 26, 1775 ; Letter to the same, from Duchess- 
county, published in the same pai>er, No. 95, New York, Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 9, 1775 ; etc. 
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mittee should condemn, for having violated that As- 
sociatioriy in order " that, thenceforth, the parties to the 
** said Association should respectively break off all deal- 
*' ings with him or her" — in more modern phraseology, 
in order that the alleged offender, whether guilty or 
innocent of any violation of law, on the mere con- 
demnation of a local Committee, on whom individual 
animosity or local prejudice might exercise a greater 
power than either justice or equity could control, 
might be promptly boycotted, in all his or her busi- 
ness relations, and, thereby, be involved in disaster 
and ruin. At the same time, John Jay, Peter T. Cur- 
tenius, Isaac Low, and James Duane were appointed 
to prepare a Circular Letter to the different Counties, 
recommending them, also, to appoint similar ''Com- 
"mittees of Inspection," "agreeably to the provisions 
of the eleventh resolve of the Congress." ^ 
** Some difficulties having arisen relative to the Ad- 
vertisement published by the Committee, for choos- 
ing a Committee of Inspection "—in other words, 
the handful of professional politicians who assumed 
to represent the unfranchised Mechanics and 
Working-men of the City, having repudiated the 
limitations imposed by the Congress, and insinted 
that the votes of the great body of the inhabitants, as 
well as those of the Freeholders and Freemen, of the 
City, should be received, in the election of the pro- 
posed Committee of Inspection — an interview, between 
the leaders of those plebeian and revolutionary claim- 
ants of political authority and their aristocratic and 
conservative neighbors of the Committee of Corre- 
spondence, was invited by the latter f and, on the fol- 

1 MiHvte$ of the Committee of Corretpondence^ " New-Tobk, NoTomber 
7, 1774." 

The eleventh Besoltitlon of the Cougresn, referred to In the text, 
provided "that a Committee be choeou in every County, City, and 
'* Town, by those who are qnallfled to vote for Repreeentativea in the 
** Legislature, whose business it shall be attentively to observe the con- 
*' duct of all persons, touching this Ataoeialwn'^ [of Nou- Importation^ 
Nott-ConnimptioUf and Xou-Exportatiott,] ; "and when it shall be made 
" to appear to the satisfaction of a majority of any such Committee, that 
"any person within the limits of their appointment has violated 
*'this /iMoctot/on" [tchetfier he may have cofuenled to it, or tM><j"that 
" such majority do forthwith cause the truth of the case to be published 
*' in the GazetUy to the end that all such foes to the Rights of British 
" America may be publicly known and universally contemned, as the 
*' enemies of American Liberty ; and, thenceforth, we respectively will 
" break off all dealings, with him or her." 

The reader will Judge how ill-adapted such a "smelling Committee " 
as was thus ordered, in every Town, must have been, to promote har- 
mony among the Colonists, or to give support to those who were seeking 
a redress of the grievances of the Colonies and a restoration of harmony 
between the Colonies and the Mother Country. 

^MhiMtesof the Committee of Correepondence^ "Nkw To rk, November 
" 14, 1774 ; " Letter from the Ct/mmittee of Correttpomienct to the Committee 
of Mechauic$y "COMMITTEE Chamber, November 14, 1774." 

The tincertainciee. If nothing else, of political office-seeking, and the 
tricks, if nothing else, of office-seekers, during that eventful period, may 
be seen, although they may not be entirely understood, in a comparison 
of the contemptuous manner in which the aristocratic Committee had 
spumed the democratic Committee, when it was proposed that the latter 
should be consulted, in the nomiuation of the ticket for Members of the 
proposed Congress, {Minutes of the former, June 21) and July 4, 1774,) 
with the eagerness with which the aristocratic nominees on that ticket, 
very soon afterwards, repudiated the fundamental principle maintained 



lowing day INovember .16^ 1774,] such an interview 
was had ; but not until the Committee of Correspon- 
dence, meeting separately, had ordered " that, when 
" a Committee for carrying the Association of the Con- 
^^gi'ess into execution shall be elected, this Committee 
" do consider themselves as dissolved ; and that this 
" Resolution be immediately made public."' 

It was thus acknowledged by that Committee 
which had been originated in the memorable Caucus, 
at Sam. Francis's, six months previously, and which 
had been subsequently organized, with so much osten- 
tation, at the Coffee-house, nominally, for the promo- 
tion of" the common cause " of the Colonies, in their 
reasonable dispute with the Home Government; but, 
more surely, for the protection of the conservative 
and aristocratic elements of the City's population 
from the already unwelcome and yet more threatened 
aggressions of those which were more democratic and 
revolutionary in their inclinations; and, less promi- 
nently, but most surely, for the advancement of the 
individual purposes of those who were its originators 
and- master-spirits — by that hitherto respectable Com- 
mittee of Fifty-one which no longer represented, 
without wavering, those political principles on which 
it had been originally founded and for which it had 
resolutely contended, not always unsuccessfully; 
which was no longer controlled by those who even 
appeared to be actuated simply by an unselfish de- 

by their own organization, and accepted that of their plebeian neigh- 
bors' organization, in order to secure the support of that body, at the 
Polls, and to assure their election, {Correspondence between Abraham 
Brother atid other$y a Committee^ and Phiiip Livingston and other$, nominee$ 
for the qjfice^ July 26 and 27, 1774) ; and with the voluntary invitation, 
from the aristocratic to the democmtic Committee, to meet in conference, 
in the instance mentioned in the text, when the primary movement was 
to be made, toward the election of another Delegation, to meet in 
another Congress, in the ensning May. If the reader will closely wAtch 
the successive events, in that connection, and notice the final result, he 
will see, also, how well the consolidation of aristocracy and democracy, 
into one mass of political conglomerate, for the advancement in authority 
of particular men, accomplished that purpose, the interests of the Colo- 
nies and those of political honesty, in the meanwhile, having been en- 
tirely disregarded. 
»MiHnte» of the CotumUtee, "Nkw York, November 15, 1774." 
Judge Jones, in his Hittory of Netc York during the Revolutionary IVior, 
(i., S4,) said, *' This Committee met frequently, and violent Resolution s 
" were proposed, but ever rejected. Mr. Low and the republicans of the 
" Committee finding it not to answer their purposes, actually dissolved 
" it, and nominated one of their own, without an election or the least 
" notice to the Citizens. Mr. Low continued Chairman. They acted as 
"a legal body, legally chosen, and fined, imprisoned, robbed, and ban- 
"ished His MiO^^^ty's loyal subjects with a vengeance.'' As will be 
seen, hereafter, the Judge was in error, when he supposed and stated 
that the second Conmiittee, that of "Inspection," was not elected, and 
was created secretly, without notice to the Citizens. On the contrary, 
the two factions of the Opposition, in the City, having been consolidated 
in order to secure such a result, that "Committee of Inspection" 
was elected by " a respectable number of the Freeholders and Freemen 
" of this City, assembled at the City Hall, where the Election was cou- 
" ducted under the inspection of several of the Vestrymen" of the 
City. 

The unquestionable records of the doings of both Committees, as well 
as all known authorities brought down from that period and relating 
thereto, abundantly prove that there is nothing which was iuaccurately 
stated, in any other portion of the statement, notwithstanding the learned 
Editor of the Judge's work, siugularly enough, appears to enteriaiu a dif- 
ferent opinion on that subject,— (Ao/m to the Hi$tory, i., 438.) 
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sire to promote the common weal ; and which had 
been invaded, if it was not, then, controlled, by those, 
of the opposite and less comely faction of the party 
of the Opposition, with whom the majority of its 
members, by a formal vote, had already declined to 
affiliate — that its mission was completed, and that its 
original authority and power, through corrupt in- 
fluences with which it was not unacquainted, had 
passed into other hands. It had, indeed, asserted 
and successfully maintained those conservative poli- 
tical principles, directly antagonistic to the more 
revolutionary political principles which the men of 
Boston had asserted and insisted on, which it believed 
to have been better adapted for the promotion of *'the 
''common cause " and for that of the best interests of 
the Colonies ; and, for the further promotion of" that 
"common cause," consciously or unconsciously, it had 
unselfishly prepared a way for the advancement of 
those, within itself, who coveted place and its pre- 
rogatives, by nominating them for seats in the Con- 
gress of which it had been the originator and the un- 
yielding promoter. It had seen, however, the nomi- 
nees of its selection, with one exception, barter that 
fundamental principle which it had especially 
cherished, for the votes, at the Polls, of those whom 
it had previously declined to recognize as parties in 
the struggle ; it had subsequently seen those nomi- 
nees, after their election, as members of the Delega- 
tion from New York, concur in the adoption of 
measures which it had already declined to approve 
and which were nothing if they were not aggressive 
and revolutionary ; and, at last, it had seen the party 
of the Opposition crowded toward Rebellion, by the 
Congress of ito own creation ; and its own whilom 
master-spirits in conservative exclusiveness, anxious 
for a further advancement in place-holding and for 
the promotion of that particular purpose, joining 
hands with the principal supporter of what was, very 
clearly, only democratic and revolutionary. There 
was a fitness, therefore, that those of the Committee 
who had honestly and unselfishly opposed the ag- 
gressions of the Home Government, should cease to 
allow their names and whatever influence those 
names might possess, to be used by those who had 
betrayed the confidence which had been reposed in 
them, directly, for the advancement of their own per- 
sonal ends, and, indirectly, for the promotion of Revo- 
lution, if not for that of Rebellion ; and there was a 
peculiar fitness, also, that, whatever those conservative 
members of the Committee of Fifty-one should do or 
decline to do, in the interests of the Colonists and of 
the Colony, they should not remain, associated with, if 
not controlled by, those of the opposite faction of the 
confederated party of the Opposition, whose ultimate 
object, very clearly, was nothing else than the ad- 
vancement to place and political authority of those 
who were its leaders, even if that advancement should 
be made at the cost of a Revolution and of a Civil 
War. The Committee of Correspondence did well. 



therefore, in thus providing for its own dissolution, 
without permitting itself to be crowded out of its ex- 
istence by that faction of its own political party for 
whom it had, generally, no respect — by that faction 
of that party of the Opposition, hitherto its only poli- 
tical antagonist, which, then, appeared with John 
Jay and James Duane, lately two of the Committee, 
among its nominal leaders. 

The result of the interview which the Committee 
of Correspondence had thus invited — one of the high 
contracting parties rapidly approaching its own disso- 
lution, with only twenty-three of its fifly-one mem- 
bers present, and with eight of the twenty-three 
predestinated by their associates to an early retire- 
ment: the other of the two parties to the conference 
flushed with that most recent and most important of 
its victories over the aristocracy of the City — was a 
determination to nominate sixty persons who should 
be agreeable to both the Committee of Correspondence 
and the Committee of the Mechanics, all of whose 
names should be submitted to the Freeholders and 
Freemen of the City, at a Meeting to be called for 
that purpose, at the City Hall, for their approval and 
election ; ^ all of which was evidently done and com- 
pleted, on the twenty-second ot November, exactly in 
conformity with the programme which the two poli- 
tical "rings" of that period, consolidated for the 
purpose of promoting their mutual political interests, 
had already prepared and promulgated.' 

There is abundant evidence concerning the peculiar 
zeal of that new-formed Committee of Inspection — 
sometimes styled " The Committee of Sixty," and 
at others, " The Committee of Observation " — in 
the discharge of its self-imposed duties ;" but, generally, 
the purposes to which this work is specially devoted 
do not require a more extended notice of them, in this 
place. Those purposes require, however, that men- 
tion shall be made of the fact, in this connection, that 
whatever the Circular Letters which were sent to 
Westch ester-county, by the Committee of Corres- 
pondence or by any other body, for the purpose of 

1 ProcefiUng» of the Conference with the Committee of Mechanics^ In the 
UTinutes of the Committee of Cbrre«po»irf«tc«, " Nkw Tork, NoTeniber 15, 
"1774." 

8 Holt's KetcYork Journal, No. 1664, Nkw-Yobk, Thuraday, November 
24, 1774 ; and Riviugton't New-YorJc Gazetter, No. 84, New- York, Thurs- 
day, November 24, 1775. 

" The first Thing done by the People of this place In consequence of 
"the Beeolutious of the Congress, was the Dissolution of the Committee 
" of 51, in order to choose a new Committee of Inspection, to carry the 
" Measures of the Congress into effect. A Day was appointed by Adver> 
'* tisement for choosing sixty Persons to form this Committee. About 80 
" or 40 Citizens only appeared at the Election, dt chose the dO who had 
" been previously named by the former Committee. I can no otherwise 
** my Lord account for the very small number of People who appeared on 
" this occasion, than by snpposeing that the Measures of the Congress 
" are generally Disrelished." — (LieutenatU-govemor Colden to (he Earl of 
Dartmouth, No. 9, " N*w York, December 7th, 1774.") 

3 Liewtenaut-govemor Colden to Captam Montague, " Nkw-York, 8 Feby, 
"1775;" the tame to G^eral Gage, "Nrw-YoRK, 20th Febry, 1776;" the 
^Mme to the Earl of Dartmouth, "New York, 1st March, 1776 ;" Jones's 
HvUorp of New York chtring tJie Bevolutionarif War, i., 31 ; Leake's Mwrnoir 
of General John Lamb, 97 ; etc. 
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enlisiing her farmers in the support and execution of 
the Association or of any other of the measures or 
recommendations of the recent Congress, may have 
been or may have proposed, they were evidently en- 
tirely disregarded ; and that, at least as recently as 
the early Winter of 1774r-75, there was not sufficient 
interest, friendly to the revolutionary movements 
which were so deeply exciting the inhabitants of the 
neighboring City, within any portion of that rural 
County, to do even the paltry service of circulating 
those Circular Letters throughout the Towns ; al- 
though there were a few, a very few, who were begin- 
ning to look favorably on those movements, and to 
talk and write, in the support of them. We shall 
notice all of these earlier demonstrations of which we 
possess any information, since they were the small 
beginnings of that Revolution, within the County of 
Westchester, of which so much has been said and 
written. 

The first of these was a Letter, in support of the 
revolutionary movements and in answer to the tracts 
of " A, W, Farmer,*^ which had made so much excite- 
ment, throughout the Colonies. It was written by a 
Weaver and published in Holt's New- York Journal, 
No. 1668, New-York, Thursday, December 22, 1774. 
The Editor assured his readers that it was actually 
written by a working Weaver, who lived in Harri- 
son's Purchase ; ^ and it was in these words : 

" To the city and country inhabitants^ of 
the province of JVew York, 

" Friends, and fellow mortals, 

T^HE division between Britain, and her Colo- 
-l nies, is very alarming; but what I think 
would be more alarming, is a division betw^een the in- 
habitants of the colonies ; the effect of which we have 
from holy writ, that a house divided against itself, 
cannot stand. I have seen a pamphlet printed by 
Mr, Rivington, entitled the Country Farmer, which 
seems to be calculated to throw all into confusion, 
& to no other end ; and artfully to gain his point, 
as a Farmer, he addresses himself to the Farmers, 
and their wives ; he tells the latter, tbey cannot 
treat a neighbour with a dish of tea ; and that will 
be a dreadful thing indeed ; to the former, he saith, 
their produce will rot on their hands, and they can- 
not pay their weaver, &c. Being a Weaver myself, 
and tho' they be generally poor, still they are as 
useful a set of men, as any in the world, and so will 
remain, as long as, from the King to the peasant, 
all are born naked. I therefore, would beg leave 
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1 " The public may be assured, that the following letter is the prodiic- 
"tion of a real, and not a fictitious weaver in West Chester. Ii is the 
"ofrspring of an honest warmth in the cause of his countiy ; and tho' 
"his sentiments, and remarlu, appear in a homespun dren, they never- 
"theless are not without force, and we presume, will contribute to the 
"entertainment of our readers.** — {Editorial, iutrodnctory to Ikt: letter of 
the Weaver,) 
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** to say a word in answer to our pretended Farmer, 
" and make no doubt but the lowness of stile I shall 
speak in, will be excused, when it is considered that 
a man may be a profound Weaver, and no gram- 
marian ; and being a useful branch of mankind as 
above, ought to have the privilege of speaking in 
his own stile. If so, then my first answer to our 
** Farmer is, that we Weavers, and I believe I may 
say most of other trades too, cannot live without 
meat, bread and clothing, all which I shall gladly 
take in exchange for my labour ; and If I could 
earn more at the year's end, than a supply for my 
family, I would be content, (at this troublesome 
" period, which our Farmer sets up for such a terror) 
" to have my employer say to my creditor. / owe 
" the Weaver so much, which IwUl engage to pay to you, 
" when lean sell my produce. It may be my creditor 
" may answer, the produce will mit me, and then all 
" will be well ; but if not, the promise will answer at 
" this time, with every creditor that hath any spirit of 
" patriotism. Now to the wives, I would address my- 
" self as follows, viz. to remember when their parents 
'^ were first placed in the garden, that it was said to 
" the woman, yea, hath God said ye shall not eat of 
" every tree of the garden t but the woman was pre- 
vailed on by a deceiver, to disobey the command, 
and to eat. But O ! the consequence ! and so like- 
wise, a deceiver now says to you what! are you de- 
nied the pleasure of drinking tea f But I beg of you 
not to be now deceived, nor prevailed on to bring 
ruin and slavery on your country and posterity, by 
tasting of that detestable herb, which hath already 
been the cause of so much confusion. But if you 
" will not be entreated, but will persist in using it 
" you will find your case similar to that of Eve, she 
'' lost her innocence, and plunged all her descendants 
" into everlasting misery ; you will lose liberty, and 
*' plunge your descendants into everlasting slaver}'. 
"The Farmer too, complains bitterly about not 
" transporting sheep, I wish to God, the congress 
" had let us send away our hla/ck sheep; for then per- 
" haps this pretended Farmer, might have been trans- 
" ported before he could have made such a bleating, 

" Now I would beg leave to say a few words on his 
" clamour against our delegates. He calls them trait- 
ors, which name, he had much better have taken 
on himself, where it might have been applied 
with propriety. I cannot see any room for this vil- 
est of mankind, to insinuate, that those men would 
attempt to betray their country. Besides their un- 
spotted characters, are they not men of extensive 
interests in America? have they estate in any other 
country ? No, what then should induce them to 
betray America, peeing that if America falls, they 
must fall with it ? This consideration alone, is suf- 
" ficient to clear them from our Farmer^s aspersion. 
But in my opinion, a siill stronger security for their 
integrity and faithful discharge of the trust reposed 
in them, is, the unblemished character they have 
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ever supported; nor in this do I trust alone to 
common fame, having known Mr. Jay, from his 
early youth, and had some acquaintance with Mr. 
Duane, from which I have had so much reason to 
confide in them, that I pould contentedly trust them 
to contend for my liberty, or my life. And on the 
whole, I think that it would be well for us farmers, 
and mechanicks to consider whether it is not likely 
that each colony took as much care in choosing 
their delegates, as we did. That is, to send men of 
knowledge, men of interest, and men of honour. If 
so, we must look on our farmer to be a man wholly 
given to ridicule, misrepresentation, and malevo- 
lence ; for he hath declared that most honourable 
and never to be forgotten congress, to be either a 
set oiignorarU men, or else to be (raiiors/ 
" I would now recommend to the notice of every 
reader oiRivington^B Farmer, that it is the usual 
practice of evil minded persons, when they would 
disturb the quiet of any man, or body of men, 
against whom they can find no just cause of com- 
plaint, to raise against them, without any evidence, 
the highest clamours, suggest the most criminal de- 
signs, and if possible, represent even their most 
laudable actions in an odious light : The best char- 
acters and most commendable actions, are no secur- 
ities against attacks like these of the Farmer, to 
which the best of men are most exposed ; but it is 
a proof against theui, that they are unsupported by 
rea8<yn, or by credible evidence ; when, if either had 
existed, they would certainly have been produced 
by the same malevolence that raised the clamour 
without them. I would only desire the reader to 
consider the Farmer^s clamour, invectives and 
abuse, calmly and dispassionately, give them their 
due weight and no more. I would not even desire to 
turn them upon his own head, and cause him, like 
Haman, to be hanged on his own gallows — I only 
desire that, unjust and unreasonable as they are, 
they may have no weight with the reader, or raise 
any prejudice in his mind against the cause of truth 
& his country, or against any man or body of men, 
especially those worthy men who have nobly stood 
forth and exerted themselves to save their country 
from slavery and destruction. 
" I come now to consider his clamour against the 
citizens, in which he declares, at a certain time, 
there was no magistrate with virtue enough to do 
his duty ; and that there is no merchant he would 
trust. I don't recollect any thing said of the law- 
yers, but he hath been severe upon the mayor and 
commonalty, on account of the enipe act, with 
which act, it he had gone a little further, he would 
amply have justified our struggle, with the mother 
country. 

" I would ask, why does not that act continue in 
force to this day ? 

" The answer is, because the country people were 
very unanimous in opposition to it; though it was 
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to the loss of individuals, myself for one, still they 
stood out ; which caused the framers of that act to 
consider closely the consequences which would at- 
tend its continuance— and so it was thought best to 
make it void. Here we may see the effect of a 
steady opposition to an odious law ; and similar 
causes will produce similar effects. We may assure 
ourselves that a steady and firm opposition to the 
late acts of Parliament, will cause our sovereign to 
examine into the state of the case with great atten* 
tion ; and when he finds he has been led into un- 
warrantable acts by diabolical counsellors, he will 
dismiss them from their offices, by which they have 
wickedly devised to throw the nation all into con- 
fusion, and thereby to dethrone the King. 
*' Therefore my fellow mortals, let me beseech you, 
as you value your liberty, and the liberty of your 
posterity, take the advice of the ever to be admired 
and revered Congress, stick close to the non-con* 
sumption agreement, and lay aside those unneces- 
sary diversions, which but too often end in the de- 
struction of both soul and body. If it should seem 
grievous for the present, we have this for our con- 
solation, that as good men as you and I, have been 
afflicted : The devil was permitted to afflict Job 
worse than wicked Ministers, or Counsellors of 
state can you and me ; and let us take patern by 
his stability, when his friends came and clamoured 
against him, as bad as our Farmer doth in this day, 
against the best men we have among us ; and when 
his wife advised him to curse Ood and die, what was 
the effect? why nothing at all, for it was full conso- 
lation for him to say, / know that my redeemer liv- 
eth; and in another place, all the days of my ap- 
pointed time xoilllioait, till my change come, 
" This is an amiable example of stability, which, 
may Americans imitate. May they join corre- 
sponding actions to fervent pm^er^, that they may be 
enabled to maintain their rights and liberties ! That 
the British arms may neVer be employed but in a 
just cause, — to protect the weak and innocent from 
wrong, and to be the terror of oppressors and evil 
doers. That the illustrious house of Hanover may 
continue to be the defenders of true religion and 
virtue, the faithful guardians of our freedom and 
property I That our sovereign, George the third, 
may discover every wicked design, that any of his 
Ministers, or others, have conceived against him, or 
any of his people I That he may be endowed with 
wisdom and virtue to oecome a blessing to his peo- 
ple, and a terror only to his enemies I That his 
days may be prosperous and many, and his end 
peaceful and happy I And may all the subjects of 
him and his successors, be ever watchful and reso- 
lute to prevent the least encroachment upon their 
rights and liberties, on the preservation of which, 
the happiness of both King and people depends I 
" And as a powerful means of preserving the bless- 
ings of freedom, may we be all duly sensible of the 
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'' importance of choosing proper persons to represent 
'^ us in our legislative assembly, and of being ex- 
" tremely carefiil in our choice. — All which are the 
" fervent wishes of A Weaver, in Harrison's Pur- 
" chase, West Cheater County." 

About the same time that this letter appeared, 
there was a movement, in the vicinity of the White 
Plains, to obtain a nominal approval, if no more, of the 
action, the revolutionary action, of the Committee of 
the City of New York ; but if what was said of the 
result of the effort by those who were opposed to the 
movement, without contradiction, may be believed, 
only " three or four persons in the White Plains " 
participated in it ; and, practically, it was a failure. 

Very soon after the end of the movement referred 
to, however, there was a counter-movement, in the 
same vicinity, in which a Declaration was circulated 
and signed by the Freeholders and principal Inhabit- 
ants, in which the conservatism of those who signed 
it was distinctly asserted. As a part of the earlier 
literature of the Revolution, in Westchester-county, 
we have thought that Declaration possesses sufficient 
of interest to entitle it to a place in this narrative. 
It was in these words, very carefully copied from the 
original publication, in RivingtonU New- York Oazet- 
teer. No. 91, New- York, Thursday, January 12, 
1776 : 

"To the PRINTER. 
"Sir, 

E the subscribers, freeholders and inhabit- 

'* ants in the White Plains, in the countv 

" of Westchester, think it our duty to our King and 

" country, to declare, that we have never given our 

" consent to any Resolves touching the disputes with 

" the mother country, nor are we any ways concerned 

" in any measures entered into relative to them. We 

" are rather induced to do this, because we under- 

" stand, that three or four persons in the White 

"Plains, have taken upon them to declare to the 

"Committee at New-York, the consent of the 

" inhabitants of the White Plains to the resolutions 

" entered into, in New- York, and their acquiescence 

" with the measures taken there ; when the major 

" part of the few people who attended the meeting, 

" did not choose to be concerned in the matter. We 

" also testify our disapprobation of many hot and 

" furious proceedings against the measures taken by 

" the mother country, as, in our opinion, they will 

" rather tend to ruin this once happy continent, than 

" remove grievances. We also declare that we desire 

"to live and die peaceable subjects to our gracious 

"Sovereign King GEOBOE the Third and his laws. 

" This is to inform the public, that the above declara- 

"tion was signed by forty-five freeholders and in- 

" habitants, in the small precinct of the White 

" Plains, against the proceedings of the New-York 

" Committee, besides Miles Oakley." 

A few weeks afterwards. Miles Oakley, one of those 

who had signed it, undoubtedly, for good and sufficient 
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reason s,i retracted what he had uttered in the above- 
recited Declaration; and w^e have carefully copied 
from Holt's New- York Journal, No. 1681, New- 
York, Thursday, March 23, 1775, what he said on 
that latter occasion. It was in these words : 



" Westchester County, White Plains. 

WHEREAS, there was a petition published in 
"Rivington's paper, some time past, that 
forty five of the freeholders and inhabitants, be- 
sides Miles Oakley, did sign a petition — I did sign 
a petition, something like it, by being misled ; and 
afterwards being informed into the right state of 
the matter, I got the petition, and struck my name 
out, and forwarned the Esq. A. H — not to return 
my name and he swore by God he would; and 
many others that signed it, has told me, they was 
sorry they had any concern in signing the petition. 

" MILES OAKLEY, and 
" DANIEL HORTON." 
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There was no portion of the County of West- 
cheater, in which the conservatism of the inhabitants 
was so general and so decided in its character, as in 
the Manor of Cortlandt ; ' and, during the Winter 



1 On the 8th of May, 1775, Miles Oakley was appointed a member of the 
Couuty Committee. {rUh page — , jtont ; ) aoon afterwards, be received a 
Warrant for Second Lieutenant in Captain MIIIa's Company ; {vide page 
— , j>o«<;) and ho nerved in that ofHco. under Colonel Holmes, In the 
bloodless Campaign of 1775 ; leaving the service, when the Campaign 
closed. — {HMoricttl Mnttnucriptu^ etc. : MUUary ChmmitUffj xxv., 94.) 

J>anlel Horton, whose name accompanied that of Miles Oakley, on the 
disclaimer now nnder notice, was a resident of Rye; and in the re-or- 
ganization of the Militia of the County, he was made Second Lieutenant 
of the Rye and Mamaroneck Company, commanded by Captain Robert 
Bloomer. 

s Illustrative of the statement made In the text, is the following, 
taken fh>ro H^e'VpcoU CUjtping§^ Iv.. 297, In the Library of the New York 
Historical Society : "It is said that at least three-fourths of the people 
" In Cortlandt's Manor, New York, have declared their unwillingness to 
"enter into the Congressional measures : that a great number of the 
** people in general in "Westchester County are preparing to do the like ; 
"and that the Aimociatiou against the Continental Congress has been 
"signed by three hundred persons in the neighborhood of Pougbkeepsie 
"only. Many lists are sent about Dutchess Couuty, on which also 
"many hundreds have subscribed.'^ 

As far as it related to W^estchester-county, the above was copied from 
Galne's Xetc-York Gnzrtte : and the Wetkly Mercury^ No. 1220, Nbw- 
YoRK, Monday, February 27, 1775. 

It must not bo supposed, however, that the fanners in Westchester- 
county supported the Home Government, In its Colonial policy : on the 
contraiy, neither in the well-known LteclaratioH and Proteri^ nor else- 
where, as far us we have knowledge, was there the slightest leaning in 
that direction — they did no more, at any time, than to prefer and accept 
that opposition to the Home Government which had been made by the 
General Assembly of the Colony of New York, Instead of that which was 
made by the Continental Congress of 1774 ; and, at no time, as the 
reader will hereafter learn, was the great l)o<Iy of them Inclined to sup. 
port the Royal Cause, with their persons and their properties. There 
were some who were smarting under the outrages which had been in- 
flicted on them or on their friends, by local and other despots, of high 
or low degree ; and these were, sometimes, comiielled to find refuge and 
protection within the lines of the Royal Army ; and there was a float 
ing, vicious cla^, within the County, which the lawlessness of the revo- 
lutionary faction and tho succeeding War had produced — ready to enlist 
on that side which offered the greater inducements — but the great body 
of the farmers was patient, law-abiding, peacefully Inclined, stayers at 
home, Industrious, and severely conaer>'ative. 
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of 1774-75 and early in the Spring of the latter year, 
there was considerable activity, among the farmers on 
that particular Manor, in opposition to the revolu- 
tionary spirit which was seeking to force itself on 
them. An Auociationy referred to in the Note 2, on 
page 42, ante, had been prepared and numerously 
signed in Duchess-county ; and copies of it had been 
also circulated and signed within Westchester- 
county, especially within the Manor of Cortlandt, 
which adjoined the Duchess-county of that period ; ^* 
and, about the same time, an Address, accompanied 
with an Association adapted to that particular local- 
ity, was prepared and widely circulated ; and the 
Association was numerously signed. That very inter- 
esting and very important Address and the Association 
which accompanied it, — ^the latter, generally known, 
among those who favored the revolutionary faction, 
as " The Loyalist's Test " — because they form very 
important specimens of the literature of revolutionary 
Westchester-county, and because of their importance 
as reliable authorities for the guidance of the student 
of the history of that County, during that eventful 
period, may properly find a place in this narrative; 
and we have carefully copied them from Eivington's 
New* York Oazetteer, No; 96, New- York, Thursday, 
February 16, 1776. They were in the following 
words : 



iThe foUovdng la a copy of thooe notable "Resolvrb,'* as that Anttocfa- 
lion waa frequently called, carefully made from Galne's Xetr-York (ia- 
eelte: and the Weekiy Memtry^ No. 1218, Nfiw-YoBK. ^londay February 
13, 1776« where they were printed among the current news of the day : 

^^ 'V\7~^ ^^® Bubflcribent being desirous to convince mankind that 
' ^ "we are firmly attached to our most happy constitution, 
** and are disposed to support and maintain peace and good order nntler i 
*' hie Mi^esty's government, do therefore declare, that our sovereign lord 
*' king Georgo the third. Is the only sovereign to whom British Anieiica 
*' may, can, or ought to owe and bear true and faithful allegiance, and 
"that there Is no legal power or authority therein but what is duly 
"derived from him ; that our representatives in General Assembly con- 
" Tened, are the only guardians of our rights and liberties ; that without 
** them no laws can here be made to bind us, and that they only are the 
** channel through which our grievances can properly ))e represented for 
" redress, and that to support their right and authority, we do hereby 
" aasociato and mutually covenant and engage to and with each other 
** as follows, namely : 

" Fir*t. That we will upon all occasions stand by and assist each other 
** in the defence of his life, liberty and property, when ever the same 
" shall be attacked or endangered by any bodies of men riotously aasem- 
" bled, upon any pretence or any authority whatsoever, not warranted 
" by the laws of the land. 

** Seeoud. That we will upon all occasions mutually support each 
"other in the free exercise and eAJoyment of our undoubted right to 
" liberty, in eating, drinking, buying, selling, communing and acting 
" what, with whom, and as we please, consistent with the laws of God, 
'* and the laws of the land, notwithstanding the association entered into 
" by the Continental Congress to the contrary. 

" LttHly. That we will endeavour to promote, encourage, and when 
" called to, enforce olwdiance to the rightful authority of our most gra* 
"clous sovereign king George the third, and the laws which can, do, or 
" may constitutionally extend to, or in the British colonies in America. 

" In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands, this eighteenth 
** day of January, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our sovereign 
" lord George the third, by the grace of God of Great-Britain, France, 
" and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, Ac, and in the year of our 
"lord Christ, 1776." 
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"An Address to the Inhabitants of Cort- 
" landt's Manor. 

^^ T am one amongst you, tho' yet a 
X "stranger, an inhabitant of Cort- 
'*landt's manor; I have nothing to dread or fear 
"from the resentment of any person or persons, as 
''I mean to give no offence to any individual; 
"only wishing, that reason and common prudence 
"may take place of present bickerings, and the 
" detestable poison of party faction. It is a matter no 
longer to be hid under a cloud, whether we are in 
reality, his Majesty's loyal subjects or not ; I have 
"all the reason in the world to believe, that the 
" worthy people of this Manor are so to all intents 
"and purposes; I mean as to their private sentiments; 
" but alas ! my friends, the time is at hand, when 
" those sentiments alone will not be of sufScient va- 
" lidity to justify the loyalty of your hearts. It re- 
" quires no great penetration to assign reasons for your 
" silence in matters of so great importance ; your cfon- 
"duct, my friends in this last point, is not to be 
" blamed ; it rather redounds to your credit in the 
" eyes of every one that knows the life of a farmer. 
" The farmer is brought up to peace and tranquility ; 
" politics, and the designs of crafty men are strangers 
" to his honest minds ; his care and toil, with the 
"sweat of his brow, is to turn the furrows which give 
"us subsistence: It is from industry, that worthy 
" merchants are enabled to extend their commerce, — 
" commerce I the vitals of a nation, every country has 
" it8 share in different commodities, designed by the 
" w^ill of an omnipotent Being to depend on each other, 
" linked in a chain of civil society. I presume it will 
" not be improper to see what part of this advantage 
" providence has allotted us ; the question may be 
" easily solved ; we are placed in a fertile land, teera- 
" ing forth, in abundance, the necessaries of life for 
" ourselves, and a superfluity, which brings the wealth 
"of other nations to our own coffers. — Every individ- 
" ual enjoys his share according to his industry and 
" situation in life ; he is protected in his possessions, 
" by what ? Tis by the paternal care, the penetrating 
" eye, and the mighty arm of his mother country ; who 
"like a hen, when the hawk is near, hovers round her 
" chickens, takes them under her wings, and preserves 
"them from the enemy. I think I have accounted 
" for your inattention to political matters, as not being 
" within the sphere of your occupations, but confined 
" to the laudable pursuit of your own business ; and, 
"I sincerely wish it to continue without interruption ; 
" to effect which, there is only one method left. — I 
"have already observed, that our good intentions, 
" kept in silence, are not sufScient to distinguish our 
" loyalty ; It may do amongst ourselves ; but let us 
" consider facts which we know to be true ; they are 
" recent in our memories, and need not recapitula- 
" tion ; it is sufficient that we are informed of the con- 



u 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



n 



u 



** sequences in England, where they are considered as 
" actions founded on rebellious principles, subversive 
^' of all law and government, and abusive, in the high- 
" est degree, to his Majesty's crown and dignity. I 
'' have said, I am one amongst you, my situation has 
given me opportunity to form ideas of your behav- 
iour and sentiments, I believe you, in a general 
''sense, firmly attached to loyalty and our admirable 
" constitution ; that you wish to live and die subjects 
"only to the British empire; but how is this to be 
*' manifested, and that it should be declared, there is 
" an absolute necessity, without delay, for the follow- 
" ing reaaons : That the colonists of New- York are 
" under the same dilemma with the other provinces 
" and the continent throughout, considered as com- 
''binants in a general plan, which gives so much 
"offence to the supreme authority, whose dignity 
" cannot, nor will not, be insulted. Let us of Cort- 
" landt's manor, clear ourselves of the general impu- 
" tation ; we do not deserve/ it, then, why should we 
"suffer it? We never consented to congresses nor 
"committetw, we detest the destruction of private 
" property, we abhor the proceedings of riotous and 
" disorderly people, and finally, we wish to live and 
" die the same loyal subjects we have ever been, to his 
" most sacred Majesty George the Third. Let us 
" my friends, declare, and acknowledge this, our in- 
" dispensible duty, by signing our names to the paper 
" now circulating: in this manor, wrote and adapted 
"for the subscription of none but Royalists.— It is 
" not enough for a man to say, that I am a lf»yal sub- 
" ject, no more than to say I am a pious and true 
" christian ; it must be his work, his dependance on, 
" his energy, his indefatigable effort; to promote honor 
"and glory to the true system of his preservation. As 
" chanty, my friends, is a characteristic of a good man 
" and a christian, I wish by no means it should be im- 
" paired, in this our manor of Cortlandt ; permit me, 
" my neighbours, to instance one point in particular 
" to which I hope you will pay strict adherence, viz. 
" If you should disagreeably find any one, or more 
" amongst you who are blind to their own happiness, 
" let me intreat you to take no advantage of their 
"weakness, rather use lenient and mild persuasions; 
"tell them their true interest; use all your endeav- 
" ours that if possible they may return to their right 
"senses: — In this you will shine in triple capacity, 
"you recover the lost man, you draw together the 
" bands of unity, and are an honor to your King and 
" country." 

*' Form of an Association in Cortlandt's 
" Manor. 

"117 HEN the minds of people 

f f "are agitated, some with 

"just, and some with false ideas of their rights 

"and privileges, when anarchy and confusion are 

"spreading their baneful wings over this once 



"happy and flourishing Continent: At this most 
"interesting period, it is the duty of every indi- 
" vidual, for the good of himself and posterity, to 
" pursue that course which conscience dictates to be 
" right. No one, if impartial, can be at a loss for the 
" clue of direction, the object is plain to every honest, 
" tho' ever so illiterate capacity : The loyalty we owe 
" to the best of Kings is the grand magnetic point, 
"that will infallibly fix us on »solid basis. There are 
" none amongst us (if we cooly reflect) but what will 
" find themselves bound by the strongest ties of grati- 
" tude, to acknowledge that we have been, and still 
"may be, the happiest people on earth, under the 
"glorious and unparalelled constitution of Great 
" Britain I And if prejudice, popular declamations, 
" and the hateful current of party faction, are not too 
" strong for truth and matters of fact ; we must allow 
" that the grand pitch of commerce we have arrived 
'^ at, the progress we have made in arts and sciences ; 
" the amazing repadity in extending, settling and im- 
" proving our land estates ; the magnificent appear- 
" ance and flourishing condition of our towering cit- 
" ies ; the opulence of the inhabitants, and every other 
" blessing under God which we do, and still may en- 
"joy, derived their origin from, and have their exis- 
" tence in the laws, the lenity, and the unlimited 
" indulgence of our parent state ; which has hitherto 
"protected us, is ever able, and would be ready, if we 
" deserve it, to defend us against all invaders of our 
"peace and tranquility, by sending to our support the 
*' terror of the universe, the British Arms! — For a 
" proof of this let us revert to the late war, when the 
"French and Savages with fire and sword, were rav- 
" aging the country ; when the cries of murder and 
"scalping were echoed from every quarter of the 
" woods ; the infants brains dashed out before the eyes 
" of its afilicted parents ; the parents tortured to death 
" by the horrid and shocking barbarities of the Indi- 
" ans ; and numbers flying from their habitations, ex- 
" posed to famine, and every species of distress. Let 
"us reflect on those direful calamities; Let us be 
** grateful to the power which preserved us, which sent 
"forth her Invincible Veterans, vanquished our 
" enemies, and finally reinstated us in quiet posses- 
** sion of our own. — If we have a right to complain of 
"the British acts of parliament, we have a Governor, 
"Council and Assembly, to represent our grievances 
" to the King, Lords and Commons ; we are assured 
" that we shall be heard : We have no business with 
" Congresses and Committees. Such methods only serve 
" to irritate our best friends. Let us proceed in the 
"direct line of our duty: We are contending with a 
"mighty nation, of great mercy and long forbearance, 
"ever sparing of the effusion of blood; but when 
" rouzed to resentment, we may feel the weight of her 
"indignation. — Therefore we, the subscribers, free- 
" holders, and inhabitants of Cortlandt's Manor, in 
"the county of Westchester, being actuated by no 
"other motives than the dictates of conscience and 
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" common seose, are led to declare our firm and indis- 
" soluble attachment to our moet gracious Sovereign 
"Georgs the Third, his crown and dignity; and 
" with grateful hearts to acknowledge, that we are in- 
" debted to his paternal care, for the preservation of 
''our lives and fortunes: And as we have ever been a 
" happy and free people, subject only to the laws and 
"government of Great-Britain, we will pay no regard 
*' to any resolves, or restrictions, but such as are en- 
"joined us by our Constitutional Delegates. 
" Everything to the contrary, we deem Illegal." 

An answer to this Address and this Association was 
published in Rivington^s New- York Ocusetteer, No. 99, 
New- York, Thursday, March 9, 1776, in these words, 
which we have carefully copied from the original pub- 
lication : 

" To every American to ichom it is appli- 
cable ; 

" But chiefly to 

" The AssociATORS of Cortlandt's Manor. 

" ye Tame Pigeons ! 

"T^xcusE, my friends, the manner of addressing 
Jj " you, for if we advert to a passage in Holy 
Writ, we are told, that the professors of our excel- 
lent religion, should be as wise as serpents^ and 
harmless as doves ; I must, in some measure, think 
you a Christian people, as both the above properties 
are discovered in Cortlandt's Manor, tho' they 
seem not to be properly blended together. — The 
framer of the Association, and the elaborate piece 
that attended it, in Mr. Rivington's paper of Feb- 
ruary 16, has certainly all the subtilty of the ser- 
pent; and has as dexterously wormed himself 
round your estates, with as much address, and will 
probably have the same success, as the first serpent 
had, when he attacked our old grandmother. — ^And 
you, my friends, resemble the simple dove, for you 
seem to be innocent and secure, although the de- 
luder has already catched you in the snare : Then 
be not offended at n>y calling you pigeons ; for 
naturalists assure us, it is the very nature of this bird,' 
that she seems always calm and secure, and has no 
inclination to defend herself, or her young ones, 
from the attacks of men, beasts, or vermin, but al- 
ways returns to the same hole to make her nest, 
notwithstanding the experience she has had, of its 
being utter destruction to her family. — Just so it is 
with you, ye people of Cortlandt, ye have eyes^ but 
see not, and ears, but hear not The Spectator, in 
some of his beautiful lucubrations, mentions a young 
Eastern Prince, who being severely reprimanded for 
some unguarded folly of youth, immediately fell 
down at the feet of his preceptor, and expressed 
himself to this effect ; — father, I now perceive, 
that I have two souls, a good soul and a bad, in 
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" your absence the bad soul predominates ; passion 
" and pleasure, with their attendant train of delusions, 
" absorbe my frame ; reason and virtue are forced to 
" quit their seats I — But in your presence, the good 
" soul assumes the throne ; reason, truth, and virtue 
appear in all their native forms, and every vicious 
passion is banished from my heart. 
" However this may be with an individual, it is 
clearly evident, that the inhabitants of the British 
" dominions are actuated by two sorts of souls, and 
these are of very different kinds : But let us exam- 
ine them ; the soul of the virtuous son of Freedom, 
*^ is the soul of €K)d I the soul of nature, and the soul 
'' of the British Constitution ; it is a soul that dares 
" to think, that dares to speak, that dares to die ! 
*' This soul has animated every kingdom on the face 
^* of the earth, till by their own crimes and their own 
" folly, they have voluntarily banished it 
" their soil : This is the soul that has sup- 
" ported the British state through various revolu- 
** tions, and will maintain its empire, either in that, 
" or some other part of the globe, till Heaven, in its 
'* vengeance, shall extirpate the human race. — Now, 
'^ the souls of the other cast, may be divided into two 
*' classes ; and first, those in the island of Britain, 
" who erroneously call themselves friends to govern* 
" ment ; and are generally distinguished by the name 
" of Tories : and these should be called despotic 
" souls, as they well deserve the appellation ; for, by 
" their alert address, they have had influence enough 
" to buy all the votes in the Kingdom ; and the min- 
" istry has bad foresight enough to buy all them ; so 
" that, all the laws of that once great nation, are now 
framed, passed, and executed by one branch of the 
legislature : And the consequences have been cor- 
respondent; equity, justice, and reason, with all 
the antient props of the state, are banished the sen- 
ate: tyranny mounts her throne, and says, — I 
" Will ! The other class of souls reside in America, 
and must be called souls of the basest mould; these 
wretches, by the God of nature, have been suffered 
" to receive their being in a land of happiness, and 
'*have been nursed up in a land of liberty and 
" plenty ; but O monstrous ingratitude ! Without 
" the least remorse, without any spur to real ambi- 
" tion, they forsake their country ! in short they are 
" divested of every trace of human perfection, except 
" one trifling gleam of hope, which the devil has ever 
" made use of to delude his votaries ; and this, will 
" eventually end in despair. Yet these mens souls, 
" dare attempt with their Syren songs, to lull even 
" virtue itself to sleep, in the hopes that she may yet 
" split on the rocks. — One day we are charmed with 
" peace, clemency, and pardon ; riches and plenty 
" are to be powered into our dwellings ; tyrants and 
^' heroes are to drop their crowns and their laurels at 
" our feet, that we may partake of the banquet, if we 
" will only bow the knee to satan. But, if we are 
" stern enough to deny passive obedience, then ter- 
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^' ror and dismay are to assault us, all the British 
^' navy shall knock down our pompous cities ; thou- 
'^ sands and tens of thousands of forces are to crimson 
** o'er the spacious plains with hlood ; Canadian big- 
'' otry and persecution is to pour in upon us from 
** the North ; the Indians, with horrid barbarity, are 
'' to torment us from the West ; and perhaps pesti- 
** lence and Spaniards from the South. — ^This, ye sor- 
** did mortals, is the true picture of your base hearts ; 
this is the scene, on which you could feast your 
eyes with rapture, provided the rocks and the 
^* mountains might cover you. — But now let me tell 
" you, that were all this possible, there are fifteen out 
of twenty, throughout this vast continent, all Free- 
dom's sons, whose blood is neither contaminated 
*' with paltry bribe, or coward fear ; who would face 
all this terror, rather than sell their birthright for a 
mess of pottage, or be a means of transmitting mis- 
ery and infamy to their posterity. 
" But, O ye men of Cortlandt, let us for a moment 
" view the windings of that arch serpent which hath 
** beguiled you; with what pleasing sensations, he 
" surveys your fine fields, your harvests, and your 
'^ herds; and how he commends and admires the 
"trickling drops that pour down your brows; no 
'^ doubt these are delicious charms to him ; yet, one 
" thing on your part, is absolutely necessary ; and 
^' that is, your loyalty, only establish that, and he can 
" easily take care of the rest of your business. — With 
" what elegance of stile he describes your fertile 
" plains, your splendid cities, your noble towers, and 
'* the oppulence of your marts, which has poured all 
" the riches of the globe into your laps ! and all this, 
*' thro* the paternal indulgence of a tender mother. 
" But he has neglected to inform you, that, for these 
"12 years past, this kind mother has become a 
" monster ! Like the cruel ostrich, she has forsaken 
" her young ones ; with the fierceness of a tyger, she 
" lays waste our own fair inheritence, and dashes 
" her sons against the stones ! — Shakspeare makes 
" Hamlet express himself thus ; ' But, I am pigeon 
** ' livered, and lack gall to make oppression bitter.' 
** Whether it is the lack of gall, or the lack of sensi- 
" bility, that makes you callous to that bitter oppres- 
'' sion that now surrounds you, I will not determine ; 
" but for creatures, that are said to wear the image of 
" the Deity, to be so lost to every noble sentiment 
" that ornaments the man ; must bespeak the most 
" amazing apathy. — Then let me conjure you, to rise 
" from your lethargy, assume the dignity of freemen ; 
" smite the serpents that have spread their poisons 
" round you ; burn your associations ; and with 
" dauntless intrepity, join the sons of freedom, who 
** are the only temporal guardians of the human race. 

" B. E." 

No further attempt to answer this Address nor to 

counteract the effects of the Association appears to 

have been made until late in the Spring, a long time 

after the farmers throughout the Manor had com- 



menced their work of ploughing and sowing and 
planting, when the following letter, signed by "An 
" Inhabitant," was published in Gaine's New- York 
Gazette: or the Weekly Mercury , No. 1236, New- York, 
Monday, June 19, 1775. 

" To THE INHABITANTS OF THE MaNOB OF COBT- 

" LANDT, New- York. 

" Manor of Cortlandt, May 19, 1775. 
'* Gentlemen : 

''The dangerous innovations and in- 
" fringements attempted by certain mercenary Min- 
" isterial tools and infamous traitors (in this Manor) 
'' to their Country, who assume to themselves the 
" name of Loyalists, on the liberties of their fellow- 
" subjects, have greatly alarmed the impartial friends 
"of Liberty herein. A fool, says an author, has 
"great need of title; it teaches men to call him 
"Count and Duke, and to forget his proper name of 
" Fool. 

" In a day when American pulse beats high for 
" Liberty ; when it is the subject of almost every 
" public paper, as well as topic of discourse, it might 
"justly have been expected that no American would 
" be so hardy as to violate the rights of his fellow- 
" subjects ; and if any such monster should appear 
"in this land of Liberty, that there would not be 
" wanting advocates for so glorious and important a 
"cause, as to expose those of its members who are 
" trampling on the sacred rights of the people. 

" I have waited with great impatience, expecting 
" that some able hand would have undertaken the 
"benevolent task to warn you to beware of the con- 
" duct of some of the basest villains that ever dis- 
" graced any society, and draw the attention of the 
" inhabitants to its danger ; but finding that although 
" now some months are elapsed since the commence- 
"ment of the measures of these traitors, Ac, yet none 
" has appeared to sound the friendly alarm to the 
" very indolent inhabitants, I have attempted what 
" I so ardently wished might have been done by some 
"more able hand. While we are straining every 
"nerve to baffle foreign attempts to enslave us, surely 
"it must be very criminal in the descendants of 
" Britons, who ought t > love life and liberty alike, to 
"be so assiduous in exerting themselves to enslave 
" their fellow-subjects. 

" It may not be improper to inform you, Gentle- 
"men, of the springs and motives which induce these 
" principal movers to forget their duty to God, their 
"fellow-countrymen, and their posterity. 

"They, anxious to secure to themselves and their 
" posterity power and authority, and to engross some 
" otfices or pensions from or under the Crown, have 
" made a sacrifice of all public virtue on the altar of 
"self-interest. This desperate spirit it was that in- 
" duced these traitors or mercenary hirelings to exert 
" their influence to bring about the detestable meas- 
" urt 9 proposed by a certain paper handed about here 
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" last Winter, entitled * The Loyalisfs Test: ^ But, 
'* happily for this Manor, this very dangerous scheme 
*^was disconcerted by some lovers of Loyalty and 
'' Liberty. For the men who would make such in- 
'* roads on the liberties of the people, as they were 
'' aiming at, to gratify their thirst for power, and give 
'' Administration a high idea of their influence in this 
*' Manor, would, from the same principle, exert every 
" nerve of influence to carry any ministerial mandate 
'^ into execution, at the expense of the liberties of 
" their fellow-countrymen. 

'^ Can any judicious American son of liberty behold 
'^ these traitors of their Country without the utmost 
*' abhorrence, by whose influence the more illiterate 
*' and tho&e who are unacquainted with the principles 
*' of the present dispute, are so besotted as to resign 
*' their liberties into the hands of the most ambitious 
'^ and designing fellows, who are aiming to make a 
" merii with the Ministry by enslaving their fellow- 
'^ countrymen, and to aggrandise themselves and 
*' their posterity ? Surely he cannot. If Charles the 
" First deserved the axe, and James the Second the 
*' loss of his Kingdom, for changing the Constitution, 
''and thereby trampling on the rights of their sub- 
"jects, I leave you, my Countrymen, to judge what 
''punishment would be adequate to the crimes of 
" these loyalists and their tools, who are aiming at 
^' the same by a sacrifice of all public virtue and the 
'" liberty of their Countrj% 

" An Inhabitant." 

With the publication of this letter, the Manor of 
Cortlandt probably closed its literary labors, in the 
•cause of either party, since the work of the successive 
seasons occupied the entire attention of the Tenantry, 
and the Proprietors, also, found other subjects which 
commanded their attention ; but the great body of 
the farmers, on the Manor, like those in the neigh- 
boring County of Duchess, continued to be conser- 
vative and without sympathy with tho^e who were in 
rebellion, to the end of the War. 

During the greater portion of the period in which 
had occurred the various transactions of which men- 
tion has been made, herein, the Greneral Assembly of 
the Colony of New York had not been permitted, by 
the Colonial Government, to meet for the considera- 
tion of the public aflairs and for the transaction of the 
public business of the Colony ; but a large proportion, 
if not a majority, of the Members of the House, in 
their individual characters, were known to have sym- 
pathized, to a greater or lesser extent, with the less 
radical portion of the party of the Opposition, in the 
Colony, while the Committee of Correspondence of 
the House, in which was vested, ad interim^ much of 
the authority of the House, was also known to have 
united with the local Committees of Correspondence, 
in New York and elsewhere, in proposing the conven- 



1 Vide pages 43, 44, 45, aute. 



tion of a Congress of all the Colonies, for consultation 
and advice, in the matter of the great grievances to 
which the Colonies were said to have been subjected, 
unconstitutionally, by the Parliament and the Minis- 
try of Great Britain. It was a matter of deep con- 
cern, therefore, both in the Colonial Government and 
among the Colonists, generally, when, on the tenth of 
January, 1775, that body was permitted to assemble, 
in an Adjourned Session ; ' and, in the absence of 
more exciting occurrences and in view of many anx- 
ious hopes that that Assembly, which had not been 
concerned in any of the extraordinary occurrences of 
the preceding twelve months, might, possibly, become 
instrumental in restoring harmony between the 
Mother Country and the Colonies — " most ardently 
" desired by all good men '' ^ — ^the eyes of all careful 
observers, in Europe and America, were directed, 
wistfully, toward the little chamber, in the old City- 
Hall, in Wall-street, in the City of New York, in 
which that General Assembly was assembled. 

The members of that Assembly, as was well-known, 
like the body of the Colonists whom they respectively 
represented, were of the confederated party of the 
Opposition, and, to a man, antagonistic to the Colo- 
nial policy of the Home Government; but, also like 
their constituents, -they were divided — in some in- 
stances, they were radically divided — in their views 
and in their inclinations, concerning the manner in 
which that opposition should be presented and 
through what instrumentality it should be exercised. 
A portion of those members, respectable in character 
and ability, but a minority in numbers, led by George 
Clinton, Philip Schuyler, and Peter R. Livingston, 
asserting its continued loyalty to the Sovereign, its 
desire to efiect a redress of the grievances under 
which the Colonies were laboring, and its hope that a 
reconciliation between the Colonies and the Mother 
Country might be secured, nevertheless, fell back on 
the Congress and on the line of action on which the 
Congress had determined, notwithstanding the well- 
known tendency toward Revolution of all which that 
Congress had done, and notwithstanding, also, the 
equally well-known effects of that action, because of 
its ill-concealed encouragement of Insurrection if not 
of Rebellion, on a large portion of the Colonists, 
throughout the Continent, and on the Home Govern- 
ment. Another portion of those members, equally 
respectable in character and ability, constituting a 
large majority of the House, and led by Isaac Wil- 
kins, James De Lancey, and Crean Brush, was not 
less opposed to the Colonial policy of the Home Qtoy- 
ernment, nor less decided and sincere in its opposition 
to that policy, nor less desirous o£ efiecting a redress 
of the grievances under which the Colonies were said 
to have been suffering, nor mc re hopeful that a recon- 

3 Jova^al of the Auemhly, Die Martis, 10 ho., A.M., the 10th January, 
1776. 

s Betoltttion of Ihe Hottte of Bepretetitative* of MaM$achu»eU», inviting a 
Meeting of Deputies, in a CoogreBS of the Continent, June 17, 1774. 
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ciliation between the Colonies and the Mother Coun- 
try might be effected ; but it also maintained, in op- 
position to the minority of the House and more con- 
sistently with the uniform profession of loyalty to 
the Sovereign and of respect for the fundamental 
principles of the Constitution, in both of which all, 
the minority as well as the majority, professed to be 
in harmony, that a removal of the causes of the dis- 
affection and a restoration of harmony between the 
excited disputants could not be secured by the use of 
such means as the Congress had recommended and 
authorized, no matter by whom organized and con- 
trolled ; and that, for those well-defined purposes, it 
would be preferable to adopt and employ only those 
means which would give offence to no one, and only 
those instrumentalities concerning which there could 
not be raised any question of their legitimacy nor of 
their entire fitness, within the law, for the due promo- 
tion of the great ends for which, alone, all professed 
to be contending. The first-named portion of the mem- 
bers, was, evidently, determined to force the Assembly 
into the line of the radical portion of the party of the 
Opposition, for no other purpose, however, than that 
of increasing the moral weight of that particular fac- 
tion of the party, in its desperate struggle for the 
possession of the controlling power, in political affairs, 
within the Colony; and this, too, notwithstanding 
that success in such determined effort could only re- 
sult in destroying the one remaining body, legally 
constituted and entirely unsmirched by any associa- 
tion with any less legally constituted body, through 
which the Home Government could be reached, ofli- 
cially, in whatever action should be taken in behalf 
of " the common cause ; " ' and notwithstanding, also, 
that the supporters of the Congress, in the event of 
their success, would, thereby, destroy a most powerful 
instrumentality, then preparing to labor, independ- 
ently, in a line which whilst parallel to that already 
occupied by the Congress itself, was, nevertheless, for 
the accomplishment of the great purposes for secur- 
ing which that Congress had been originally proposed 
and was subsequently organized, and was, then, 
among other less desirable purposes, through its own 
appointed instrumentalities, apparently laboring. The 
last-named portion of the members, not less deter- 
mined than the other, resolutely maintained that the 
Assembly should remain entirely independent from 
all those popular Committees and Congresses which 
had been moving and laboring, during the preceding 
year, in lines of action which they had respectively 
approved, each for itself, for the common purposes ; 



1 "The Ministry alledg^d that the Congress was no legal body, and 
** none could be heard in reference to their proceedings, without giving 
" that illegal body some degree of countenance ; that they could only 
'* hear the Ck>loniee through their legal Assemblies and their Agents prop- 
" erly authorized by them, and properly admitted here ; that to do 
*' otherwise would lead to inextricable confusion and destroy the whole 
* order of Colony Government."— (/ImtiKif Reguter for the year 1776, 56.) 

See, also, Pnrltametttary Reguter (Almon's) i., 115, im, 124. 



and, with equal resolution and consistency, it evi- 
dently determined, also, that the Assembly should 
take no official action on any of the occurrences of 
the preceding year, except such as should be brought 
before it, officially, or such as might have arisen from 
some prior action of the Assembly itself; and, more 
important than all else, it determined that, with all 
the weight of its legitimate and official authority and 
infiuence and with all the personal influence of its 
individual members, but after a fashion and in terms 
of its own selection, and without any violation of offi- 
cial or individual propriety or of the Laws of the 
Land — especially without officially recognizing the 
existence of any other opposition to the Ministry or 
the existence of any other organized body which had 
been, which was, or which might become, similarly 
employed — it would vigorously oppose the obnoxious 
Colonial policy of the Home Government, earnestly 
seek a redress of the serious grievances under which 
the Colonies were then laboring, and honestly en- 
deavor to effect that honorable and permanent recon- 
ciliation of the Colonies and the Mother Country, 
which all factions, and all parties, and all sects,, and 
all classes of society, throughout the Colony, professed 
to consider necessary and desirable; and which, some 
in one manner and some in others, each faction for 
itself, they were endeavoring to secure, for the common 
weal.* 

The County of Westchester was ably represented 
on the floor of the Assembly, in the persons of Col- 
onel Frederic Philipse and Judge John Thomas, who 
represented the body of the County; Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, who represented the Manor of Cortlandt ; 
and Isaac Wilkins, who represented the Borough of 
Westchester. Of these, Thomas and Van Cortlandt 
were of the minority of the Assembly, of which 
mention has been made ; and Philipse and Wilkins 



'There is no subject connected with the history of the United States 
which, fh>m the beginning until now, has been more systematically and 
recklessly falsified than the political character of the members of that 
Assembly, the influences which controlled that body, and the action 
which it took, on the great political questions of the day. 

Notwithstanding there was not a member of the party of the Govern- 
ment in the Assembly, Hurray {Impartial History^ i., 4d4) Lossing {Fidd 
Book, ii., 793) and, with his characteristic indirectness and malignity 
Bancroft {Huiory of the UhUmI States, original edition, iv., 208, 209, 2l(», 211 , 
212, etc. ; the satne, centenary edition, iv., 455, 456, 457, etc.) stated or 
Inrinnated that the "friends of the Qovemment," or '* the Tories," were 
in the ascendency and controlled it. 

Notwithstanding the Despatches of Lleutenant'goYernor Colden to the 
Home Gtoternment, which are (and have been, since 1775) accessible to 
everybody, abundantly prove that the Colonial Government possessed no 
mom Influence, which it could exercise over the Assembly, than was pos- 
sessed by any other political opponent, — ^that, in fact, that Itody was not 
in harmony with the Government, and acted adveraely to the hopes of 
the, Government — Murray, {Impartial Higtory, l.,4Ai) ITutonj of CivU War 
in Americti, Dublin: 1779, i., 68 ; Soule, {UiUoire de* Troublet, {., 128 ;) 
etc., assert that whatever action was taken by the House, was under the 
influence of the Lieutenant-governor of the Colony. 

The action, on the great questions of the day, which the Assembly took, 
from day to day, tells its own story, wherever it is known, and stamps 
the brand of infidelity to their duties, as historians, on by far the greater 
number of those who have undertaken to discharge those duties, on 
these particular subjects. 
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were of the majority of that body, which haa been 
already described; and because of the prominent 
parts which those Representatives of that County 
respectively took, in the debates concerning the 
momentous questions which were considered and 
determined in that Assembly, and because of the ills 
which befell three of those Representatives, because 
of what they had respectively said and done in that 
Assembly, there is no portion of the history of rev- 
olutionary New York which possesses a deeper inter- 
est to those who are of the Westchester-county of 
more recent days, than that which relates to the 
action taken by that General Assembly of the Colony 
of New York, on the political grievances under which 
the Colony was then said to have been laboring, on 
the Colonial policy of the Home Government through 
which those alleged grievances had been inflicted on 
the Coltmies, on the means which were best adapted 
to the redress of those alleged grievances, and on its 
employment of those means for that purpose. 

Although the Assembly had been prorogued to 
meet on the tenth of January, 1775, the members 
from the distant Counties were not present on that 
day, nor on several succeeding days; and, on the 
twentieth of that month, a ''Call of the House" was 
ordered to be made on the seventh of February ensu- 
ing; and the Clerk of the House was ordered to 
write to the absent Members, to require their punctual 
attendance on that day,^ both factions of the House 
evidently understanding that that particular " Call of 
" the House " carried with it, in honor if in nothing 
else, the additional provision that no leading question 
which was likely to be brought before the Assembly, 
during that Session, should be thus introduced, until 
after that '' Call " should have been made, agreeably 
to that Order.' It appears, however, that the minority 
was strengthened by the arrival of two of the absen- 
tees, within a few days after the "Call" had been 
ordered and nearly a fortnight before the day on 
which it was ordered to be made — ^at which time, too, 
it appeared to the minority that it had temporarily 
acquired the control of the House — ^and the majority 
was surprised, on the twenty-sixth of January, by 



1 Journal of the Houm, " IMe Veneria, 10 ho., A.M., the 20th January, 
"1776." 

s ** It wa« some Days before asufficient numlier of Members got to Town 
**to make a House, and there are still twelve of their number absent, 
** which haa occasioned the Ilouse to put off the farther consideration of 
" their Impoitant Businees to the 7th of next Month, at which Time 
"they have ordered all their Members to attend." — {LieHtenant-goveruor 
Ooltlen to the Earl of IktrtmmUh, " New York, 21 January, 1773." ) 

In the Lieutenant-governor's Despatch to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
dated on the first of February, 1776, it is stated that the Call of the House 
referred to was made on a Motion offered by the minority of the House, 
for what was supposed would be l>eneflcial to its purposes ; and when it 
is remembered that the miO^rity already possessed the control of what- 
ever was brought forward, it will be seen that that majority not only 
had no occasion to make such a Call, but. also, that, when it consented 
that such a *' C^ll " should be made, it had entire confidence in ita con- 
tinued supremacy, even when the entire strength of each of the two fac- 
tions should have been brought into the House, an instance of its temer- 
ity which, very nearly, became disastrous to it. 

4 



the introduction of a Resolution, submitted by Col- 
onel Abraham Ten Broeck, of the Manor of Rens- 
selaerwyck, to 'Hake into consideration the Proceed- 
" ings of the Continental Congress, held in the City 
" of Philadelphia, in the Months of September and 
" October last." 

Under any circumstances and in any assemblage, 
there would be aroused an earnest, if not an angry, 
opposition to any movement which was covered with 
as much of bad faith and dishonor as was seen, sur- 
rounding the Resolution which Colonel Ten Broeck 
had thus submitted in violation of the honorable 
understanding, between the two factions, which had 
been entered into when the ** Call of the House " was 
agreed to, by both ; and, in the instance under con- 
sideration, "a warm debate ensued," between the 
rival factions of the Assembly, which was followed by 
a call " for the Previous Question," submitted by 
Colonel Phil ipse, of the County of Westchester, on 
which, agreeably to ihe parliamentary usage of that 
period, the House was carried from the consideration 
of the Resolution which was then before it, to the 
consideration of that " previous question," whether 
the question on the original Resolution should then 
be taken, in other words, if that original Resolution 
should not, then and there, be absolutely rejected, 
without being permitted to linger until another day, 
in the hands of an adverse majority. By a vote of 
ten to eleven, the House determined that the question 
on Colonel Ten Broeck's ill-timed Resolution should 
not " be now put," thereby entirely defeating the 
minority, in ita certainly dishonorable attempt to 
force a consideration of the proceedings of the Con- 
gress, on the Assembly, in open violation of its own 
particular undertaking, and at the expense of its own 
honor.' 

Very reasonably, although the welcome act was 
done by those who were not of the " friends of the 
" Government," the result of that early struggle in the 
Greneral As-sembly of the Colony, on such a momen- 
tous question, was very acceptable to the Colonial 
Government* as well as to the Ministry, at London ;* 
and, from that date until this, separated from the mo- 
tives of the majority of the Assembly who had thus 
rejected the Resolution, and from the other acts of 
the series, in opposition to the Government, of which 
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^JovnudoftheHouae, "DieJovis, 10 ho., A.M., the 26th January, 
1776 ; '* LievUenant-goremor Oolden to General Gage^ •* Nbw York 29th 
" Jany 1775 ; •' the same to the Earl of Dartmovih, " New Yobk 1st Feby 
" 1775 ; " the mme to Governor TVyon, " Nbw York, 1st Feby, 1775 ; " the 
•• tame to Admiral Gravee^ "Nrw York 20th Feb. 1775." 

* The venerable Lieutenant-governor of the Province was evidently in 
excellent spirits, ftx>m that result, when he wrote the Despatches to Gen* 
eral O'ige and the Earl of Dartmouth, which were referred to in the last 
preceding Note. 
6 *« When the question to adopt the Measures recommended by the Con- 
gress was negatived by a Minority of one only, in this Assembly of 
twenty-six Individuals, the Ministers were in high spirits ; and these 
'- Individuals were then represented aa 'all America.' "—(Governor John- 
stone's 8j7««c'A »itfA« Homeof Commona, May 15, 1775— AImon*s PaWJamen- 
tary Register, i., 473.) 
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that rejection of Colonel Ten Broeck's Resolntion 
waa only the prelude, that Vote of the Assem- 
bly has supplied a theme on \vhich those who 
have seemed to play the part of historians of that 
portion of America's history, have based much 
of what they have said, unduly commendatory 
of Massachusetts and Virginia and quite as unduly 
denunciatory of everything which pertained to New 
York, unless of some of the men of New York, 
of that early period, whose characters, for fidelity to 
the truth and uprightness in the discharge of public 
duties, were no better than their own. * 

The lesson which the defeat of its dishonorable 
movement, under Colonel Ten Broeck, had given to 



i GoitioD {Higtoryo/ American RerohUioHf i., 471) led off, in the work of 
detraction, by SHying " The MaasRcbusetts Ck>ngrefls weredispleaMd with 
"the proceedings of the General Assembly of New York,*' for this Vote, 
among others, as if the approval of any merely insurrectionary body 
were necessary to ensure the respectability, in history, of any General 
Assembly, legally elected, legally convened, and acting in conformity 
with law. Ramsay (Uutory of the Amtricau Kerotution^ i., 143) insinua- 
ted, in the absence of sufficient authority to ainert, that " the party for 
" Royal Government," — although there was not a member of that party 
within the Assembly, and although the Colonial Government was con- 
fessedly without influence enough to be made acquainted with its inten- 
tions—led the Assembly to reject the Resolution. Qrahame {Hiatnry of 
the United Statea, iv., 36o) following Ramsey, and, generally, in his un- 
ttredUed words, repeated the slander which that early writer inslnusted. 
Leake (Memoir of General Lamb, 97) regarded the Vote as unpatriotic 
and " an important ministerial triumph." Loeaiiig {Field Book of the Rev- 
o/N/ion, ii., 793) made " fifteen of the twenty-four Members of the As- 
" sembly. Loyalists ; " and he attributed the Vote to that unduly assumed 
cauHe, although, in fact, every member professed to have been equally 
loyal to the Sovereign. Bancroft, also, as far as his fragmentary para- 
graphs may be regarded as history (HiiUory of the United Statea, original 
edition, iv., 207-210 ; Ote mim^, centenary edition, iv., 4M-45ri) insinu- 
ated what he.would have been glad to have asserted, had he possessed even 
a shadow of evidence to support him, that it was the influence of the 
Government and that of the Established Church, the venality of ttie 
Representatives in the Assembly, the timidity of the Colonists themselves, 
and prejudice against lawyers and Presbyterians, combined, which pro- 
duced that notable Vote. The servility of the Assembly to the Minis- 
try, singularly enough, produced it, if the acute and untrustworthy 
John C. Hamilton {Hi*tory of the Republic, i., 79), is to be believed. Lodge 
{HiHorg of the Engliah Colonies^ 491,) one of the latest specimens of Massa- 
chusetts dilettanteism, sneeringly refers to the Assembly of New York 
as "the close corporation known as the Assembly," as if the General 
Court of Massachusetts, locked in its Chamber, was not quite as "close*' 
a body, while it was in session, as even he could find. Others, including 
Frothiugham {Bite of the Republic, 398) told only of the rejection of Col- 
onel Ten Broeck's Resolution, and, by the suppression of much of the 
truth concerning the subject, left their loss informed readers to infer, if 
the latter are not directly told so, that the Assembly was Influenced, in 
that action, by an antagonism to the popular cause. 

No one, unacquainted with the facts and depending on any of the 
above-named historians for Information, can possibly learn, ft-om them, 
that the Vote referred to was taken in the interest of the common cause, 
as a prelude to what the Assembly intended to do, lu its own manner, In 
support of that cause ; that there was not a " fHend of the Government," 
or *' Tory,*' or member of the " party of the Government," among the 
members of that Assembly ; that the Colonial Government was not con- 
sulted, respecting anything which was done, or to be done, by that As- 
sembly ; and that not even the Congress of the Continent, as will be seen 
hereafter, more earnestly, more powerfully, or more successfully opposed 
the Ministry and demanded a redress of the grievances of the Colonies, 
than that Assembly, in every thing which it did, on those subjects. Pit* 
kin {History of the United State*, i.. 324, 325,) and Hildreth {H.tAory of the 
United Stntea, First Series, 111., 56,) notwithstanding they were New Eng- 
landers, did not permit the truth to be suppressed ; but they gave to the 
Assembly of New York, at least a portion of what was due to it. In honestly 
written history. 



the minority of the Assembly, appears to have been 
well-studied by those who were of that minority ; but 
it did not prevent it from continuing to hanker after 
the leadership of whatever movement, in the direc- 
tion of a redress of the grievances of the Colonies, the 
Assembly should be inclined to take. Subsequent 
events very clearly indicated, indeed, that the mi- 
nority desired to promote its own factional interests 
rather than to serve the Colony ; and, undoubtedly 
with that end in view, five days after the defeat of its 
first ill-timed movement, and apparently actuated 
only by purely patriotic motives, Peter R. Living- 
ston, of the Manor of Livingston, one of the leaders 
of the minority, offered a Resolution '^that a day 
** may be appointed to take the state of this Colony 
*'into consideration ; to enter such Resolutions as the 
"House may agree to, on their Journals; and, in 
"consequence of such Resolutions, to prepare a hum- 
" ble, firm, dutiful, and loyal Petition to our moat gra" 
" cious Sovereign." Whatever may have been the pur- 
poses of the minority, in submitting that Resolution, 
however, it certainly gathered no special advantages 
to itself, in doing so, since the majority promptly ac- 
cepted a proposition which was perfectly agreeable to 
it, and added importance to it^ per «e, by uniting with 
the minority in support of it, all the members who 
were present, the conservative as well as the radical, 
uniting in the unanimous adoption of it.' 

Immediately after the adoption of the Resolution 
submitted by the Representative of the Living- 
ston Manor, James De Lancey, of the City of 
New York, one of the leaders of the majority 
and the head of that powerful family, moved 
"that a Memorial to the Lords^ and a Representation 
''and Remonstrance to the Commons of Great BrU- 
" ain may be prepared, together with the Petition 
" to his Majesty;" ^ and, like the Resolution which 



^Jonrval of the Houee, "Die Martis, 10 ho., A.M., the 31st January, 
'1775." 

>The peculiar force, if not the peculiar assertion of the political 
standing of the General Assembly, Mith which the proposed papers were 
vested, in the words of the Resolution, was noticed, in the Parliament, 
and used as one of the reasons for the Parliament's rejection of them — 
In the House of Lords, it was said, "the title of the paper rendered it 
" inadmissible. It was called ' a MemorUd : * now, ' Memoriah ' are pre- 
" sented from one crowned head to another ; but as to a * Memorial ' from 
'* an American Assembly, it was unheard of, and ought not to be read.*' 
In the S'tme debate, it was said, also, by another Peer, that " the title 
" given to the paper was suspicious : a * Petition * fh)m the same Assem- 
"bly had been presented to the King, the Colonies not denying the 
"supreme Rights of His Mi^osty ; a * Remonttrance^ to the Commons; 
"and, now, a ' Memorial^ to the Lords. They dropped the usual word 
" * Petition,* lest, ftt)m that, it should be imagined that they acknowl- 
" edged the supreme power of those branches of the Legislature." — 
{Flpeecheti of the jEtwI of Denbigh and Earl Goicer, in the Honae of Lords, May 
18, 1775.) 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Jenkinson, In opposition to receiving 
the paper addressed to that House, '* urged that the House had never re- 
** celved Petitions of this nature : that, here, the name of a Petition was 
"studiously avoided, lest anything like an obedience to Parliament 
** should be acknowledged. The opposition of the Coloniee was not so 
"much against the tax which gave rise to the present dispute, as to the 
" whole legislative authority of Parliament, and to any restrictions of 
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had immediately preceded it, that Resolution, also, 
received the affirmative vote of every member of the 
House who was then present. ^ 

Continuing the commendable work in which it had 
thus commenced the proceedings of the day, and ap- 
parently without any dissent from any one, the House 
then ordered that James De Lancey, and Benjamin 
Kissam, of the City of New York, Colonel Philip 
Schuyler, of Albany-county, George Clinton, of Ul- 
ster-county, Dirk Brinkerhoof, of Duchess-county, 
Samuel Gale, of Orange-county, Isaac Wilkins, of the- 
Borough of Westchester, Creun Brush, of Cumber- 
land-county [ttow a part of VermonQf Christopher 
Billop, of Richmond-county, John Rapelje, of 
Kings-county, and William Nicoll, of Queens- 
county, or the m^or part of them — ^all, except Philip 
Schuyler and George Clinton being of the majority of 
the House — be " a Committee to prepare a Siate^ of the 
*' Grievances of this Colony ^ and report same to this 
"House, with all convenient speed, after the Call 
** thereof, to be had on the seventh of February 
'' uezt." ' Having thus indicated what the House 
proposed to do, in the common cause in which the 
body of the Colonists was so earnestly engaged, the 
House was then adjourned. 

Time, very often, produces marvellous changes in 
the tempers and purposes of politicians, especially in 
those of politicians who are not of the controlling 
majority, in their own party or in the State; and, 
%'ery often, the actions of those politicians, when the 
latter are engaged in a personal, or factional, or par- 
tisan struggle, cannot be brought within the provisions 
of any known rule of action, of any class. No reas- 
onable reason which would be honorable to the 
minority of the Assembly, therefore, can be given for 
the eagerness which it displayed, on the sixteenth of 
February, to disturb the harmony of that body, in 
which all of both factions appeared to have been 
united in both purpose and action ; but, on that day, 
CJolonel Philip Schuyler, of Albany-county, in behalf 
of that minority, renewed the conflict of factions 
which had been opened, unsuccessfully, by Colonel 
Abraham Ten Broeck, of the Manor of Rensselaers- 
wyck, on the preceding twenty-sixth of January. 
For that unseemly purpose, that distinguinhed mem- 

** their trade."— (i8ix«cfc of Mr. Jeakinaon^ in the Hotue of CommoM, May 
15, 1775.— Alnion'B Parliamfntaiy Register, i., 470.) 

Besides the peculiarity of the titles of those several papers, to which 
reference has been made there was a grave significance in the fact that 
they were moved for, with those titles, by the head of the leading fam- 
ily in the Colony ; and that they were ordered by an unanimous vote of 
the Assembly. It has salted those who have preferred to traduce New 
York and her General Assembly, however, to regard both the General 
Assembly and its papers as only favorable to the Home Xlovemment and 
Antagonistic to the common cause. 

1 Joumai of ttte House, " Die Martis, 10 ho., A.M , the Slst January, 

«' 1775." 

s lu the language of that period, the word ** State," as It was used in 
this and similar connections, was the equivalent of the word "State- 
•• ment,** which, in such connections, is now employed. 

9Jottmalofthe Houtte, "Die Martis, lo ho., A.JI., the Slst January, 
-* 1776." 



ber of the minority, on the day referred to, moved 
that certain specified letters, written by the Assem- 
bly's Committee of Correspondence, during the recess 
of the House, and urging the convention of a Con- 
gress of the Continent for the consideration of the 
grievances of the Colonies,^ should be entered on the 
Journals of the House^ and copies of them be sent 
to the newspapers, for publication; and, of course, 
*^ debates arose upon the said Motion,'' which was 
followed by the emphatic rejection of it, by a 
vote of nine, in the affirmative, against sixteen, in 
the negative — Judge Thomas and Pierre Van Cort- 
laudt, of course, being among the former, and Colonel 
Philipse and Isaac Wilkins, of course, among the lat- 
ter.* 

On the following day, \^February 17], Colonel 
Nathaniel Woodhull, of Suffolk-county, also a prom- 
inent member of the minority, continued the faction- 
al strife, by offering a Resolution of Thanks to those 
gentlemen who had represented this Colony in the 
recent Congress, " for their faithful and judicious dis* 
" charge of the trust reposed in them, by the good 
" people of this Colony ; " and, of course, " debates 
" arose upon the said Motion ; " after which, by a 
vote of nine, in the affirmative, against fifteen, in the 
negative, it was rejected — Judge Thomas being among 
the former, and Colonel Philipse and Isaac Wilkins 
being among the latter.* 

On the twenty -first of February, Peter B. Living- 
ston, of the Manor of Livingston, continued the 
struggle of the minority, by offering a Resolution 
giving *' the Thanks of thb House to the Merchants 
'' and Inhabitants of this City and Colony, for their 
*' repeated, disinterested, publick-spirited, and patri- 
*^ otic Conduct, in declining the Importation or He- 
*' ceiving of Goods from Great Britain, and for their 
*' firm Adherence to the Association entered into and 
'^ recommended by the Grand Continental Congress, 
'' held at Philadelphia, iu the Months of September 
" and October last, and that Mr. Speaker signify the 
" same to the President of the Chamber of Commerce 
'' in this City, at their next Meeting, and order a copy 
'' of the same to be published in the public Prints." 
Like the other BesDlutions of the series, which had 
preceded it, this peculiarly inappropriate Resolution, 
before such a deliberative body, after it had been 
amply discussed, was promptly rejected by a vote of 
ten, in the affirmative, among whom were Judge 
Thomas and Pierre Van Cortlandt, against fifteen. 



* One of those letters, if not more of them, was noticed in our statement 
of the measures of the Committee of (Correspondence in New York, 
relative to its proposition for tlie convention of a GongresB of tlie Colo- 
nies, page 23, anie. 

ft Journal of the /foii«e, '*Die Jovis, 10 ho., A.M., the 16th Febmaiy, 
" 1776." 

« Journal of the House, "Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., the 17th February, 
"1776;" lAeut^ant-gocenwr Cohleu to Geuerul G«w/f, " New York. 20th 
•• Febry, 177:)." 

See, also, Dun1ap*8 Hidory of Netc-York, i.,464, 455. 
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in the negative, among whom were Colonel Philipse 
and Isaac Wilkins.^ 

On the twenty third of February, Crean Brush, of 
Cumberland-county, from the Committee which had 
been appointed to prepare a Staie of the Grievances of 
this OoUmy, presented a Report from that Committee ; 
which was '' referred to the consideration of a Com- 
" mittee of the Whole House, and be proceeded on, 
" by the said Committee, on Wednesday next." * 

Immediately after the Report on the Grievances of 
the Colony had been thus referred. Judge John 
Thomas, one of the Representatives of Westchester- 
county, and a leading member of the minority, offered 
a Resolution providing that " the sense of this House 
** be taken on the necessity of appointing Delegates 
"for this Colony, to meet the Delegates for the other 
" Colonies on this Continent, in General Congress, 
'* on the tenth day of May next." The introduction 
of that resolution led to a spirited Debate in which 
the motives of the rival factions composing the con- 
federated party of the Opposition and the undue 
assumption of authority which had not been dele- 
gated to it, by the recently held Congress of the Con- 
tinent, were freely and ably discussed by Colonel 
Philip Schuyler and George Clinton, in support of 
the Resolution, and by Crean Brush and Isaac Wil- 
kins,' in opposition to it ; and the consideration pf the 
subject was closed by the rejection of the Resolution, 
by a vote of nine in the affirmative and seventeen 
in the negative, the four Representatives from the 
County of Westchester being divided between the 
two factions, as they had been in the previous divi- 
sions of the House.^ 

The well-considered and, under the circumstances, 
the judicious determination of the majority of the 
General Assembly, to unite in the general opposition 
to the Colonial policy of the Home (Government, in 
the general demand for a redress of the assumed griev- 
ances of the Colonies, and in the generally expressed 
desire to restore the harmony between the Colonies 
and the Mother Country, which the infliction of those 
grievances had disturbed, without, however, recogniz- 
ing the existence of any other opposition thereto, in 
any other person, in any other organization, or in any 



1 Jbuntol of the House^ "Die Martls, 10 ho., A.M., the 21st February, 
"1776|;*' LieuUnatU-Oovemor Cbldento General Gage, *'Nkw Yokk 2l)th 
" Febrj, 1775." 

* Journal of the HoMe, "Die Jovis, 10 ho., A.M., the 23d February, 
" 1776." Lieutenant-governor CMden to General Guge, " New York, 2«Hh 
** Febry 1776 ; *' (he same to the Earl of Dartmouth, <' New York, let March, 
«• 1776." 

'Speeches, made by Bnuh and Wilkins, on that occasion, may be seen 
in Force's Americeai Archives, Fourth Series, i., 1290-1297, the former 
re-printed from Rivingtont New-York OaneUeer, No. 98, New- York, 
Thursday, March 2, 1776 ; the latter from the same paper, No. 103, Nsw- 
York, Thursday, April 6, 1776. Students of the history of the Revolu- 
tion in the Colonies will be well paid fur the time occupied in a careful 
perusal of those Speeches, in connection with the other literature of that 
suk^ect, published during that period. 

^Jommal of the Howe, "Die Joris, 10 ho.| A.M., the 23d of February, 
" 1775 ; " Ueutetiant-gotemor Golden to the Earl of Dartmouth, " New York, 
" 1st March, 1775." 



Other line of action, in New York or elsewhere, 
in order that its particular opposition might not en- 
counter that reasonable disregard of the Home Gov- 
ernment which the opposition of those who were in 
open insurrection would surely encounter, wa^ as well 
known to the minority of that General Assembly, 
especially after the rejection of the Resolution offered 
by Colonel Ten Broeck and the subsequent adoption 
of those offered, respectively, by Peter R. Livingston 
and James De Lancey, as it was to the greater number 
of the members of that body, who sustained it ; and 
a decent respect for the welfare of the Colony, that 
great end which all professed to regard as greater 
than all others, if that profession had been honestly 
made, would, unquestionably, have induced every 
member of each of the factions to have labored, earn- 
estly and harmoniously, in the sincere promotion of 
the common cause. But it was clearly shown that 
*^ the common cause," which was so loudly talked of, 
was only a secondary matter ; that personal and 
factional interests were, in fact, regarded as superior 
to the interests of the country ; that it was the pur- 
pose of the minority and of those with whom it affil- 
iated, for the especial advancement of their individual 
and factional interests, to obtain the entire control of 
the political affairs of the Colony, even at the expense 
of a revolutionary overthrow of the entire structure 
of the Colonial Government; that, for the pro- 
motion of that purpose, the series of Resolutions 
submitted by the minority, from that submitted 
by Colonel Schuyler to that submitted by Judge 
Thomas, was prepared and submitted with an entire 
knowledge that it would be promptly rejected by 
the House, as inconsistent with the line of action 
which the majority had adopted, for its guidance; 
and that the successive votes of the General Assembly, 
by which those Resolutions were successively re- 
jected, divested of all that was so well known of the 
purposes of that body and surrounded with all of 
insinuation and falsehood which individual animosity 
and factional zeal could contrive, were industriously 
presented, one after another, in their naked form, to the 
populace in New York City and elsewhere, as evi- 
dences, as false as they were mischievous, of what 
was unduly assumed to have been the antagonism of 
the General Assembly to the common cause, and, at 
the same time, for the purpose of gradually under- 
mining the affection for the Mother Country, which 
generally prevailed, throughout the Colony, and of 
preparing the populace for a revolutionary transfer of 
the legislative, as well as for that of the executive 
and judicial, authority of the Colonial Government, 
into other channels, in the interest of Rebellion, 
wherein the control would be assumed by other, if not 
by better, men. 

Having fully accomplished its preliminary purpose, 
in securing from the legally constituted Legislature 
of the Colony a rejection of the several revolutionary 
Resolutions which it had submitted, and in, thereby. 
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affording a pretext to those of its confederates, not of 
the General Assembly, for the assumption, by them, 
of authority, nominally in the name of the body of 
the Colonists but really in known opposition to the 
inclinations of by far the greater number, to call a 
Convention of the Colony, in the interests of Rebel- 
lion, in which should be reposed the uncontrolled 
power of exercising the various ftinctions of an inde- 
pendent, despotic (Government, without any limitation, 
and in open disregard of the existing, legally-consti- 
tuted Government of the Colony — Shaving accom- 
plished that preliminary purpose, the minority of the 
Assembly discontinued the submission of Resolutions 
of any character ; and, as will be seen, all its labors 
were subsequently devoted to the promotion of its 
factional purposes, only, in the consideration of the 
papers which the House had ordered to be prepared 
and laid before it, in which, however, the majority 
afforded very slight reasons for complaint. 

On the appointed day, [March 1, 1776] the Assem- 
bly, in Committee of the Whole House, Colonel Ben- 
jamin Seaman, of Richmond-county, occupying the 
Chair, commenced the consideration of the StcUe of 
the Cbhny's Grievances, which had been reported by 
the Special Committee which had prepared it ; * and 
after having spent the entire day thereon, as well as 
the whole of the following day' and the greater por- 
tion of the succeeding day,^ also, in Committee of the 
Whole House, the latter day's session was closed by 
the adoption of the Report, by the Assembly, with a 
single Amendment, which was submitted by Colonel 
Philip Schuyler, and supported by nine of the minor- 
ity, and five of the majority — the only Amendment 
which was submitted by any one — ^a marked feature 
of the proceedings having been that the amended 
Stale of the Orievances of this Colony was adopted by 
the House, without a division.^ 

^ JoHrnal of the How»e, "Die Mercury, 10 ho., A.M., the IstMarch, 
1775." 

« Jnurnal of the Hottu, "Die Jovis, 10 ho., A.M., the 2d March, 1776." 

3 J.>«rtuU of the Houw, '*Dle VeneriB, 10 ho., A.M., the 3d March, 
" 1775." 

* W^itb that lack of modesty and tnithrulncfs which characterized all, 
concerning his own family, which John C. Hamilton wrote, that gentle- 
man (Uulory of the liepublic, i., 81, 82) has undertaken to glorify Colonel 
Schuyler, his grandfather, by falsifying the record, concerning this 
SUUe of Grievance*. 

In the Committee which had been appointed for the preparation of the 
Slate^ in which every member brought forward whatever he regarded tia 
a Grievance, and not in the body of the Ansembly, as is meanly insinu- 
ated, Colonel Schuyler introduced the Act of 4th George III., Cliaptor 
XV., as such a Grievance, which was approved and accepted by the 
Committee, with only two dissenting votes, notwithstanding the over- 
whelming mivjority, in that Committee, who was opposed to Colonel 
Schuyler. When the Report was considered in Committee of the Whole 
House, there was not the slightest opposition to it ; and when the Com- 
mittee of the House reported the completed paper to the House, John C. 
Hamilton to the contrary notwithstanding, the entire State was adopted 
without a division. 

He also alluded to thn third of the Grievances, offered in the original 
Committee, by James De Lancey, recognizing the Right of the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain to regulate the Trade of the Colonies and to 
impose Duties on such articles, the products of foreign Nations, as 
should be imported, directly, into the Colonies — the same, in substance 



The SteUe of Orievances which was thus adopted by 
the General Assembly of New York included not only 
all those Acts of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
relating to or affecting the Colony of New York, for 
which Colony only the Assembly presumed to legis- 
late, which the Congress of the Continent had in- 
cluded in the Bill of Bights and Orievances which that 
body had adopted and published, but it included the 
additional Grievance inflicted in the Act of 6th 
George III., Chapter XII., " declaring the Right of 
" Parliament to bind the Colonies in all cases what- 
" soever," and that inflicted in the Act of 36th Henry 
VIII., Chapter II., authorizing the removal of pris- 
oners accused of Crimes committed in America, to 
England, for Trial, neither of which was included in 
that Bill of Rights and Grievances which the Congress 
had published. It included, also, the Act of 7th 
George III., Chapter LIX., " requiring the Legisla- 
" tiire of this Colony to provide for the Services there- 
''in mentioned, without application made to the 
"Representatives of the People of this Colony, in 
" General Assembly, and holding up, by any other 
*' Acts, a Suspension of the legislative powers of this 
" Colony, until such Requisitions be complied with ;" 
the Act of 14th George III. Chapter LXXXIII., "so 
" far as it may be construed to establish the Roman 
" Catholic Religion in the Province of Quebec," 
and " so far as it imposes Duties upon certain Ar- 
" tides of Merchandise imported into that Province," 
" which by another Statute of the same year. Chapter 
" LXXXVIIL, is so extended as to comprehend all the 
" Indian Country, from Hudson's Bay to the Mouth 
" of the Ohio-river ;" and the four Acts especially re- 
lating to Boston and the Colony of Massachusetts- 
Bay, all of which it declared to be Grievances of this 
Colony ;^ and, as has been said, it concurred in that 



if not in words, as that, on the same sul^ect, which the Congren of the 
Continent had recently adopted — and he glorified his grand&ther, 
because of that gentleman's labors in opposing it, and in endeavoring to 
qualify the Assembly's recognition of that Right, through an Amend- 
ment, which the Committee had rc^Jected ; without, however, alluding to 
that other fact that, in all that his grandfather did, on that occa- 
sion, he did in open antagonism to the action of the Continental Con- 
gress, on the same subject — he does not say, also, that all that which 
has been described was done in the original Committee ; that when tha 
Report of the Committee was submitted to the Committee of the Whole 
House, that larger body reversed the action of the original Committee, 
and united with Colonel Schuyler and his associates in the minority, in 
their qualification of that portion of the proceedings of the Continental 
Congress; nor that the House itself, when it accepted the completed 
Sitttef endorsed and approved that emphatic repudiation of James Duane, 
and of John Adams, and of their unqualified recognition of the Right 
of the Mother Country to regulate the Trade of the Colonies and to 
receive the benefits of that Commerce. 

Philip Schuyler needed no such fictitious praise, even from his 
grandson ; and, although he was willing to promote the interests of his 
faction, he does not appear to have been thus employed, in what he did 
as a member of that Committee for preparing a State of the Grievancee of 
thi$ Colony^ nor in any proceedings thereon, either in Committee of the 
Whole House or in the Assembly. 

6 •' I was informed that the Boston and Quebee Bills were at first re- 
*' jected in the Committee as not being Part of the Grievances of this 
" Colony ; it seems however they were at last brought into the Report, 
" and I am affraid may not now be got rid of in the House.** — (LietdsH. 
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action of the Continental Congress, moved by James 
Duane and supported by John Adams, and nearly in 
its words,^ recognizing the Right df the Parliament 
" to regulate the Trade of the Colonies, and to lay 
** Duties on articles that are imported, directly, into 
" this Colony, from any foreign Country or Planta- 
** tation, which may interfere with the Products or 
" Manufactures of Great Britain or any other parts of 
" His Majesty's Dominions," qualified however, by 
" excluding every idea of Taxation, internal or exter- 
" nal, for the purpose of raising a Revenue on the 
"Subjects in America, without their Consent." It 
will be seen, therefore, that the State of the Grievances 
of thU Colony, adopted and published by the General 
Assembly, was more extended than the BiU of Rights 
and Grievances which the Congress of the Colonies 
had adopted and published ; and it will be seen, also, 
by any one who will compare the two papers, that the 
former, both in its tone and in its terms, was quite as 
firm and quite as plain spoken, on the several sub- 
jects to which it was devoted, as was the latter ; and 
that, in the adoption and promulgation of that Staie, 
the majority of the Assembly openly maintained its 
character and standing, as intelligent and fearless op- 
ponents of the Colonial policy of the Home Govern- 
nient, without impairing its consistency as Members 
of the Legislature of a Colony — even the factional 
confederates of the minority, out in the populace, 
because of that Act, was compelled to acknowledge 
the fidelity of the majority, and to admit, in their 
correspondence with each other, that the Statt of the 
Grievances in this Colony which it had prepared and 
promulgated, was an accurate exposition of the feel- 
in^rs and opinions of the great body of the Colonists, 
in New York, wherever any feelings or opinions, on 
those subjects, really existed, concerning their griev- 
ances, and altogether favorable to the common cause.' 
On the seventh of March, James De Lancey, and 
Benjamin Kissam, of New York City, and George 
Clinton, of Ulster-county, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to prepare the series of Resolutions re- 
quired as a basis for the Petition to the King, which 
had been ordered by the House, on the thirty-first of 
January preceding ;* and, on the following day, Benja- 
min Kissam reported, from that Committee, a series of 
Resolutions, agreeably to that Order. The As<»embly 
promptly went into a Committee of the Whole House, 
with Colonel Benjamin Seaman, of Richmond-county, 



ant-goremrtr CoUieu to the E(irl of Dartmontky ** New Yohk, Ist March, 
" 1775/') 

t Bincroft's History of the United ,S//i/«m, original edition, vli., 139, 140; 
the mtme, contenat^ edition, iv., 401, 402. 

*In a letter written by Alexander McDougal, the well-known popular 
leader, addremed to Josiah Quiucj, Junior, then in London, and dated 
" Nkw-York. April ft, 1775," the student of the history of the Revolution, 
in Mew York, may And much, relating to the opinions of the revolution- 
ary elements iu that Colony, concerning this iSta/«, as well asconce ning 
other kindi-ed subjects. 

"^JoHmnl of the Honse, "Die Martis, 10 ho., A.M., the 7th March, 
" 1775." 



in the Chair ; and proceeded to consider the Report 
which had thus been presented; and, after having 
made some amendments in the proposed Resolutions,* 
the Chairman reported the result of the Committee's 
deliberations to the House; and, after some discus- 
sion, the House agreed with the Committee, in ita 
Report and Resolutions.^ 

The first of these Resolutions, following the general 
sentiment of the Colonists, acknowledged the Faith 
and Allegiance to the King which were due to him 
from " the people of this Colony." The second ac- 
knowledged that the Colonists *' owe obedience to all 
" Acts of Parliaments calculated for the general weal 
" of the whole Empire and the due regulation of the 
** Trade and Commerce thereof, and not inconsistent 
''with the essential Rights and Liberties of English- 
"men, to which they are equally entitled with their 
"fellow-subjects in Great Britain." The third de- 
clared " that it is esiiential to Freedom and the un- 
" doubted Right of Englishmen, that no Taxes be 
" imposed on them but with their consent, given per- 
" sonally or by their Representatives in General As- 
"sembly." The fourth maintained "that the Acts of 
" Parliament, raising a Revenue in America especially 
"to provide for the support of the Civil Government 
" and administration of Justice in the Colonies, ex- 
" tending the Jurisdiction of the Courts of Admiralty 
" beyond their ancient limits, authorizing the Judge'» 
" Certificate to indemnify the Prosecutor from Dam- 
" ages he would otherwise be liable to, giving them a 
" concurrent Jurisdiction of Causes heretofore cog- 
" nizable only in the Courts of Common Law, and by 
" that means depriving the American Subject of h]» 
" Trial by a Jury, are destructive to Freedom, and 
" subversive of the Rights and Liberties of the Colo- 
" nies." The fifth and last of these Resolutions de- 



clared " that a Trial by a Jury of the Vicinage, in all 
"Capital Cases, is the grand Security of Freedom and 
" the Birthright of Englishmen ; and, therefore, that 
" the seizing any Person or Persons, residing in this 
"Colony, suspected of Treasons, Misprisions of 
" Treason, or any other Offences, and sending such 
"Person or Persons out of the same, to be tried, is dan- 
"gerous to the Lives and Liberties of His Majesty's 
" American Subjects."* 
The politicians of New York, those of later as well 



* As the action of the Committee which resulted in those Amend- 
ments was not generally noticed on the Journal or in the llrjtffrt, it it 
very evic^ut that they were, generally, only verbal corrections, unim- 
portant in character, and involving no distinguishing principles. But 
there were two amendments, proposed by Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull 
and George Clinton respectively, which were rejected, although the 
the motions for amendment were supported, in each instance, by several 
members of the nn^jority, as well as by the full force of the minority ; 
but because the principle involved in each of the proposed Amend- 
ments was distinctly declared iu another of the Resolutions, the rejection 
of the proposition to re()eat it, possessed no political signiftcance what- 
ever. 

^ Journal of thf Hotw, "Die Mercurij, 10 ho., A.M., the 8th Marchi 
" 1775." 

• Ihi'l. 
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as those of earlier periods, have always been unlike 
those of any other Colony, or State, or Country ; and 
in the matter of these declaratory Kesolutions, the 
spirit and terms of which were quite as radical in 
their character as could have been desired by the 
most advanced republican who was not an anarchiflt, 
the well-established reputation of those politicians 
was amply sustained — every member of the majority 
of the Assembly, including James DeLancey, John 
Cruger, Benjamin Kissam, Crean Brush, Isaac Wilkin s, 
and Frederic Philipse, except John Coe, of Orange- 
county, and Dirck Brinckerhoff, of Duchess-county, 
voted in favor of the adoption of them and, of 
course, in favor of the embodiment of their terms in 
an Address to the King ; while every member of the 
minority of the House, with Coe and Brinckerhoff of 
the majority, voted in opposition to the adoption 
of them. Factional and partisan bitterness, very 
often, produces such remarkable instances of the 
inconsistency, if not of the incomprehensibility, of 
mere politicians ; but history affords few, if any, such 
examples, among those who were really patriotic, as 
were afforded by John Thomas and Pierre Van Cort- 
landt, by Peter B. Livingston and Nathaniel Wood- 
hull> by George Clinton and Philip Schuyler, in the 
instance under consideration, when they voted 
against the Resolutions which have been fully de- 
scribed and, consequently, against the great political 
principles which were asserted and maintained there- 
in, for no other reason which is now discoverable 
than the peculiar fact that those Resolutions had 
proceeded from and were, then, supported by the 
majority of the Assembly, by that faction of the great 
party of the Opposition of which all were equally mem- 
bers, to which they — those who have been named 
and those who were with them — did not belong.^ 

Whatever may have influenced those who had as- 
sumed to be the peculiarly disinterested and sincere 
supporters of the common cause, in their united vote 
to reject the Resolutions which are, now, under con- 
sideration, those who are of the Westchester-county 
of the present day will continue to be interested in 
the fact that, on that very critical occasion, when the 
eyes of all sober-minded men, in Europe as well as 
in America, were turned toward that^mall Assembly- 
chamber, Isaac Wilkins, of the Borough of West- 
chester, and Frederic Philipse, representing the body 
of the County, manfully declared the Rights of the 
Colonists and those of the Colonies, and bravely re- 
sisted what were regarded as the usurpations of the 
Home Government; while Pierre Van Cortlandt, of 
the Manor of Cortlandt, and John Thomas, repre- 
senting the body of the County, quite as manfully 
opposed them, and, indirectly, quite as bravely denied 
the existence of those individual and Colonial Rights, 

1 Tbe official record of the votes of the several Members of the Assem- 
bly, of both factions of the party of the Opposition, as it may be seen in 
the Jwintal of the Hottse^ is one of the most carious and most unaccount- 
able, within our knowledge. 



and quite as boldly sustained the Home Government, 
in what it had done, as any open and avowed 
" friend of the Government " could have done, had 
one been present, — a lesson of the highest importance 
to those who shall incline to ascertain the exact 
truth, concerning the origin of the American Revolu- 
tion and the purposes of those who promoted it, with- 
in the Colony of New York, may be seen in the sim- 
ple record of this single action of the Representativis 
of Colonial New York, in her General Assembly, in 
1775. 

On the day after these Resolutions had been adopted 
by the Assembly, lAfarch 9th,] that body ordered the 
appointment of ^'a Committee to prepare and lay 
" before the House, with all convenient speed, the 
'' Draft of an humble, firm, dutiful, and loyal Petition, 
*' lo be presented to our most Gracious Sovereign," 
pursuant to Colonel Peter R. Livingston's Motion 
on the thirty-first of the preceding. January ; and 
William Nicoll, of SuflEblk-county, Leonard Van- 
Kleeck, of Duchess-county, and Isaac Wilkins, of 
the Borough of Westchester, were appointed the 
Committee for that purpose. During the same day, 
Crean Brush, from Cumberland-county, Colonel Ben- 
jamin Seaman, of Richmond-county, and Samuel 
Gale, of Orange-county, were appointed a Committee 
^^ to prepare the Draft of a Memorial to the Lords /*' 
and Daniel Kissam, of Queens-county, and James 
De Lancey and Jacob Walton, of the City of New 
York, were appointed a Committee *^ to prepare the 
'* Draft of a Representation and Bemotutranee to the 
" Oommons of Great Britain j** both of them pursuant 
to the Resolution offered by James De Lancey, to 
which reference has been already made.' The House 
directed, also, that the Drafts of those several papers 
should be laid before it, "with all convenient 
"speed."' 

It will be seen that on neither of these Committees 
was there a single member of the minority of the 
House, notwithstanding the Resolution on which the 
first-named of those Committees was appointed origi- 
nated with a leading member of that faction, and 
notwithstanding, also, both the Resolutions pursuant 
to which all the Committees were appointed, had 
been adopted in the Assembly by an unanimous vote, 
every member of each of the two factions, in tempor- 
ary harmony and good-will, having united in approv- 
ing and supporting them— an evident result of the 
bitter factional feeling which had been aroused, first by 
the evidently dishonorable conduct of the minority, 
in springing upon the Assembly the Resolution which 
was offered by Colonel Ten Broeck, on the twenty- 
sixth of January, for taking into consideration the 
Proceedings of the Congress of the Colonies, while a 
** Call of the House," asked for by itself and for its 



2 vide pages 50, 51, ante. 

^Jojifual of Ote Houses "Die Jovis, 10 ho., A.M., the 9th of March, 
"1775." 
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peculiar advantage, was pending ; ^ and, subsequently, 
by the peculiarly fi&ctional proceedings of the minor- 
ity, in the presentation of Resolution after Resolu- 
tion, only for the promotion of Reyolution ; and in its 
dishonorable opposition, while the Assembly was 
considering the State of the Orievancea and the series 
of declaratory Resolutions, to all of which proceed- 
ings reference has been herein made.^ 

On the sixteenth of March, Isaac Wilkins, from 
the Committee appointed to prepare it, reported " the 
" Draft of a Petition to the King ; " and, immediately 
afterwards, Crean Brush, from the Committee ap- 
pointed to prepare it, reported " a Draft of a Memor- 
*^ial to the Lords" During the same day, James De 
Lancey, from the Committee appointed to prepare it, 
rei)orted " the Draft of a RepreaentoMon and JRemon- 
'^strance to the Commons of Great Britain ; " and the 
Assembly promptly referred all those papers, for con- 
sideration, to a Committee of the Whole House.' 

On the twenty-fourth of March, the Assembly re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 
upon the Draught of a Petition to the King^ Colonel 
Benjamin Seaman, of Richmond-county, being in the 
Chair ; and, again, the minority displayed its faction- 
al animosity by presenting Amendment after Amend- 
ment, by far the greater number of them being merely 
verbal, without disturbing either the sense or the 
spirit of the original. In one instance, however, 
very unaccountably and not very consistently, Colo- 
nel Philip Schuyler appeared to have entertained a 
more than usually tender regard for His Majesty's 
" prerogative," in the matter of the Paper Currency 
of the Colony, " in the preservation of which prerog- 
" ative," he said, " we are deeply interested ; " and an 
Amendment, on that subject, which he submitted, 
was adopted by the House, without a division. An- 
other Amendment, concerning the Judiciary of the 
Colony, and entirely cancelling the paragraph, on 
that subject, which the Committee had reported, was 
submitted by George Clinton, of Ulster-county, and 
agreed to, by an unanimous vote of the House; and 
another Amendment, submitted by Colonel Frederic 
Philipse, by striking the words ^' seem to,'' from one 
of the paragraphs, and, by doing so, making the Acts 
relating to Boston and the Colony of Massachusetts- 
Bay really *' establish a dangerous precedent, by inflict- 
" ing Punishment without the formality of a Trial," 
instead of only seeming to do so, as the original para- 
graph described them, really strengthened the Peti- 
tion, in its assertion of the Grievances to which the 
Colonies had been subjected.^ As the records of the 
closing portion of the proceedings of the Committee 
of the Whole House and those of all that the House, 
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itself, did, on this subject, " are missing," in our copy 
of the Journal, the details of those proceedings cannot 
be given ; ^ but history bears testimony to the general 
fact that, in its amended form, the Petition to the 
King was duly agreed to, by the Assembly.' 

On the same day, ^March 24^A], the Memorial to the 
Hotise of Lords and the Representation and Rtmon' 
strance to the House of Qmimons, after several Amend- 
ments, none of them possessing any importance 
whatever and only three of them having called for a 
division of the House, had been negatived in the 
Committee of the Whole House, were successively re- 
ported to the House ; and, in the respective forms in 
which they were thus reported, the House adopted 
them, in each instance, without a division of the 
House.^ 

On the following morning, \_March 25/A] the en- 
grossed copies of the Petition to the King,^ the MemoT' 
ial to the Lords,^ and the Representation and Remon- 
strance to the Commons of Great Britain^^ were respect- 
ively presented to the House, read, and again agreed 
to, in each case without a division of the House. In 
each instance, also, the Speaker was ordered to sign 
the document, in behalf of the House ; and, after 
having ordered the Speaker to transmit these three 
several petitions to the King, the Lords, and the 
Commons, " with all convenient speed, to Edmund 
" Burke, Esquire, Agent of this Colony at the Court 
^' of Great Britain ; and that a Letter be prepared, to 
'* be approved by this House, to the said Agent, with 
'' directions that he present the same, in behalf of 
"this Colony, as they are respectively directed, as 
''soon after the receipt thereof as possible;" and 
with the additional Order " that Mr. Speaker trans- 
** mit, at the same time, to the Agent, the Sfate of the 
'' Grievances of this Colony and the Resolutions of 
'' this House thereupon," the House adjourned." 

On the thirty-first of March, the Assembly ordered 
the Speaker to send to the Speakers of the several 
Houses of Assembly on this Continent, as soon aft«r 



<^ The original JvumnU nf the Attemblff which included the proceediDge 
of the entire SesHion which is now under consideration, were lost during 
the troublesome times of that period ; and the only known copy of the 
original printed edition of those Jourtuxh wanted four pages, in this 
portion of it. Those mtsslng pages contained the closing portion of the 
proceedings of the House, on the Petition to the King, as stated in the 
text, and the opening of its proceedings on the Metnorkd to the Houm 
of Lortla. 

^ The completed Petition to the King, signed by the Speaker of the Aa- 
sembly, may be seen in the Journal of th* Afeen^ly^ "Die Sabbati, 10 
"ho., A.M., the 26th March 1776." 

T" Journal of the House, "Die Veneris, 10 ho., AM., the 24th March 
"1776." 

The defect in the Journal, as it is now known to ns, to which 
reference has been made, leaves us without any information concerning 
the proceedings of the House on the first twenty paragraphs uf the Me- 
morinl to the Houte of T/ordu. 

» Journal of Oie House, " Die Sabbati, 10 ho., A. M., the 26th Maroh 
"1775." 
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the rbe of this House as conveniently may be, copies 
of the StcUe of the Grievances, of the Resolutions of 
the House, of the PetUUm to the King, of the MemoT' 
icU to the Lords y and of the Bepresentation and Bemon-' 
strance to the Commons, requesting those several 
Speakers to lay the same before their respective 
Houses of Assembly, at their first meeting after the 
receipt thereof.^ 

On the following day, ^April 1st.'] the Assembly ap- 
pointed " a Standing Committee of Correspondence," 
composed of the Speaker, [John Oruger,'] James De 
Lancey, James Jauncey, Benjamin Kissam, and 
Jacob Walton, all of them from the City of New York, 
Benjamin Seaman, of Richmond-county, Isaac Wil- 
kins, of the Borough of Westchester, Frederic Phil- 
ipse, of Westchester-county, Zebulon Seaman, of 
Queens-county, John Rapalje and Simon Boerum, of 
Kings-county, Samuel Gale, of Orange-county, and 
George Clinton, of Ulster-county, or any seven of 
them, " whose duty it shall be to obtain the most 
*^ early and authentic intelligence of all such Acts 
'' and Resolutions of the British Parliament or Pro- 
" ceedings of Administration as do or may relate to 
" or affect the Liberties and Privileges of His Ma- 
"jesty's Subjects, in the British Colonies in America 
** and to keep up and maintain a Correspondence and 
** Communication with our Sister Colonies, respecting 
"these important considerations; and the result of 
" their Proceedings to lay before the House.'** 

On the following Monday, the third of April, the 
Assembly adjourned until the third of May;' and 
that eventful Session of the last General Assembly of 
the Colony of New York, which was assembed for 
the discharge of legislative duties, was ended. 

That General Assembly and all that it did, from 
the opening of the Session until the final declaration 
of its Speaker brought that Session to a close, have 
been made the themes of unceasing misrepresentation 
and abuse or of absolute and contemptuous silence, 
from far the greater number of those who have as- 
sumed to write or to speak concerning the history of 
that notable period. They have been the themes, 
sometimes, of ignorant and unscrupulous bigots and, 
sometimes, of intelligent and unscrupulous tricksters ; 
sometimes a personal and sometimes a local end has 
been served by either a falsification or a concealment 
of the truth, concerning them ; and, sometimes, frag- 
ments of useless and glittering rhetoric, strung to- 
gether, as farmers string fragments of useless and 
glittering tin and display them in order to deceive 
and to scatter unsuspecting birds from their corn^ 
fields, in like manner, have been employed by literary 
prestidigitators, in order to deceive those who are 
less intelligent than themselves, concerning that As- 



1 Journal o/ the Houae, "Die Venerifl, 10 ho., A.M., the 3lst March, 
" 1776." 
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sembly, and its members, and their doings; and, 
through that deception, to promote their own or their 
party's or their sectional purposes. Individual mem- 
bers of that Assembly, men of honor and unimpeach- 
able integrity, have been stigmatized as ''wretches," 
and as *' the veriest reptiles on earth " and charged 
with " corruption " and every kindred vice — some of 
them were driven from their families and their homes ; 
others of them were lawlessly seized and carried from 
their families and their homes, exiled, and held in 
lawless bondage ; and others of them were stripped 
of their patrimonial estates or of the estates of their 
own creation — only because they had preferred, as 
Members of that Assembly, to assert the Grievances 
under which the Colony was said to have been labor- 
ing and to demand a Redress of those alleged Griev- 
ances, not with any less distinctness of words nor 
with any less firmness of manner, but after a manner 
and through instrumentalities of their own selection 
and which possessed their greater confidence, rather 
than after a manner and through instrumentalities 
which others would have thrust on them, which their 
own sense of fitness and adaptability had not ap- 
proved, which were controlled by men in whose noisy 
pretensions to personal and political integrity they 
could not repose confidence. Measures which were 
sincerely intended for the promotion of the common 
cause of the Colonies, in their struggle with the 
Home Government, — measures which presented noth- 
ing else than political principles or recitals of facta 
which no one, of any sect or faction, pretended to 
dispute — were opposed, vehemently and without 
measure, within as well as without the Assembly, 
only because they had not originated and were not 
supported before the House, by the opposite faction 
of the Opposition; and, with that hereditary, or sec* 
tional, or sectarian, or partisan bitterness which the 
lapse of years has served only to intensify, that work 
of depreciation and misrepresentation of those meaa- 
ures and of all who favored them, continues to dis- 
grace much, at the present day, which is audaciously 
called " history." 

A candid and carefully-made comparison of the 
terms of those several StcUe of Grievances, and de- 
claratory Resolutions, and PttUion, and Memorial, 
and Representation and Remonstrance, which were 
prepared, and agreed to, and presented, and published 
by that much-abused General Assembly of Colonial 
New York, with the several Resolutions, and Decla- 
ration of Rights, and Association^ and Addresses, and 
Memorials, and Petition, which, in like manner, were 
prepared, and agreed to, and presented, and published 
by the much-eulogized Congress of the Continent, 
which had assembled in Philadelphia, in September, 
1774, will clearly establish the fact that the former were 
quite as decided, in their tone, and quite as clear and 
distinct, in their terms, as the latter; and such a 
comparison will also clearly establish the fact that, 
in its continuous and violent opposition to the former, 
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in every stage of its progress through the House, the 
minority of that General Assembly was clearly actu- 
ated by some other motive than that of simple, un- 
contaminated patriotism. 

It will be seen, also, by every careful and candid 
reader of the published proceedings of that Congress 
to which reference has been made, that, notwithstand- 
ing the gravamen of the declared Grievances of the 
constituent Colonies, of that notable body, consisted 
of sundry Acts of Parliament, all of which were con- 
sidered as oppressive, it had made no attempt what- 
ever, either by Petition or otherwise, to induce the 
Parliament to remove or even to modify those Griev- 
ances, or any of them, by a repeal or even by an 
amendment of the obnoxious provisions of those op- 
pressive legal enactments, contenting itself, instead, 
with preparing, and agreeing to, and presenting, only 
Addresses to the People of Great Britain, to the InhaJb* 
Hants of the Province of Qutbec, and to the King, and 
a Memorial to the Inhabitants of the British Colonies, 
respectively, not one of whom possessed the slightest 
legislative authority, nor the slightest ability, in any 
way, to remove nor even to modify those Grievances, 
whatever might have been its disposition to have 
done so — indeed, notwithstanding the well known 
desires of the great body of the Colonists, throughout 
the entire Continent, notwithstanding the known 
purposes for which that Congress had been convened, 
and notwithstanding the express provisions of the 
greater number of the Credentials of the several Del- 
egations, the proceedings of that Congress were mainly 
declaratory and justificatory of Rebellion, with scarcely 
an effort to obtain a redress of Grievances, and nothing 
whatever for the yet more desired reconciliation and 
union with the Mother Country, ''so beneficial to the 
** whole Empire, and so ardently desired by all British 
'' America,*' ^ for " the refltoration of union and har- 
'' mony between Great Britain and the Colonies, most 
'' ardently desired by all good men." ^ The tone and 
the tendency of all that it did, however, were pecu- 
liarly revolutionary, in all which it was eminently 
successful ;' and, to that extent, if no further, it had 
failed to represent, truly, those in whose name it had 
nominally acted. On the other hand, the General As- 
sembly of Colonial New York, the legitimacy of whose 
organization and the entire legality of wh'>se action, in 
behalf of the common cause, no one has ever presumed 
to question ; without compromising its dignity, as a 
General Assembly; with that common sense which, 
in Europe as well as in America, was, then, so pe- 



1 CyetlenUah a/ t}t« Delegation from Virgluuif to ttie Omgretn. 

• Credential of the DeleytMtion from Maiuuichu»ett«, to the (Jmtgretm. 

> It is matter uf histoi'y, wuU known to every student, timt the action 
of the CongresB on the i^nffolk-county UemlHtioit*^ (Journal of the CongreUy 
"Saturday, September 17, 1774, A.M."), closed the door uf reconcilia- 
tion againat the Colonies, and led the Home OoTernmi*nt to regard the 
great body of the Colonists as only rebels, against whom it had become 
the duty of that Government to throw the weight of its authority, a 
determination for which those Colonists, in their individual relations, 
had given no warrant, either in their actions or their dispositions. 



culiarly uncommon ; without entangling itself with 
any questionable alliance: and without belittling its 
legitimate influence by expressing its ofilcial sym- 
pathy with any other body, even in relation to those 
measures which were similar, in character and pur- 
pose, to those of its own enactment — that General 
Assembly, quite as clearly and quite as energetically 
as the Congress had done, in behalf of its constitu- 
ents, boldly declared the Grievances of those whom it 
represented, in a clear recital of the several Acts of 
Parliament which had been employed by the Home 
Government for the oppression of the Colonists ; and, 
in addition to that recital of specific Statutes which 
were grievous in their provisions, it adopted a series 
of Resolutions, declaratory of the general Rights of 
the Colonists, as Englishmen, " to which they were 
*' equally entitled with their fellow-subjects in Great 
"Britain'' — Resolutions which no one could have 
made stronger, in support of the common cause. 
But, unlike that Congress, and more consistently 
with its duty to its constituency than anything, in 
that connection, which the Congress had professed to 
do, that General Assembly, in its official character, 
approached the King and the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, in whom, acting together, rested the only legit- 
imate authority which could possibly be exercised 
for the removal of those Grievances which it had 
described, and for the restoration of that harmony, 
between the Colonies and the Mother Country, which 
the former so earnestly desired; and, unto these, 
respectively, it respectfully presented its manly, and 
dignified, and legally- expressed prayers for the re- 
peal of those several Acts or parts of Acts which were 
oppressive or which threatened to become so. In all 
these, it violated no law and fostered no spirit of dis- 
affection. Without the loss of any of that dignity 
which legitimately belonged to it, and without sacri- 
ficing any of that respect for its constituents which 
its duty required it to maintain, it recognized the 
sovereignty of the King, as the Congress had also 
done; and, consistently with that dignity and that 
respect, but with a boldness which was peculiarly its 
own, at the same time, it also asserted its own stand- 
ing, as a General Assembly, by memorializing instead 
of petitioning the Peers, and by representing the 
facts of the usurpation, to the Commons, and by sup- 
plementing that "representation" with a "remon- 
strance" against the action of that distinguished 
body, in its serious disregard of the Rights of the 
Colonists. In all these several prayers, with what- 
ever titles and in whatever form they were presented, 
the General Assembly employed terms which com- 
manded the respect of those to whom they were re- 
spectively addressed ; and, in one instance, so clearly 
was the Grievance represented and so earnest was the 
remonstrance which was made against it, in the As- 
sembly's Remonstrancey that even Lord North was 
obliged to acknowledge the force and the fitness of 
the plea, and, in his place in the House of Commons, 
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to declare his willingness that that Grievance, if no 
other of the series, should be duly remove<1. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said in deprecia- 
tion of that particular Colonial General Assembly, it 
did not consider it necessary, nor even expedient, to 
override the minority of its members without even 
recognizing their existence on its Journal, under 
cover of the subsequently notorious '' unit-rule," in 
recording the votes of its members, nor in any other 
manner ; nor did it conceal its proceedings, whether 
honestly or questionably determined, by publishing 
as complete what were only mutilated copies of its 
Journal, all of which the Congress had done. It might 
have been charged with " corruption," with some de- 
gree of propriety, had it purchased an appearance of 
unanimity in its votes with unexplained exceptions 
in the mandatory provisions of some of its general en- 
actments — exceptions in favor of one of the high-con- 
tracting parties, which were necessarily conceded as 
equivalents for commercial trickery in another — as the 
Congress had done ; but the divided votes which are 
presented on nearly every page of its Journal very 
clearly indicate that, whatever of factional bitterness 
there might have been, neither codfish nor rice was 
recognized as an element in the determination of 
grave questions, affecting the peace of the Colonies 
and the welfare and happiness of millions, in Europe 
as well as in America. On the contrary, what it did 
was done honorably, and openly, and in conformity 
with the requirements of parliamentary, as well as of 
constitutional, Law ; not by unanimous Votes, actual 
or fictitious, but by a majority of its members, duly 
and courteously exercising the authority with which 
that majority was duly and legally vested. It was not 
done by the action of the minority of that Assembly, 
which represented the revolutionary element of the 
Inhabitants of the City of New York more completely 
and with greaterzeal than itrepresented those several 
constituencies who had given seats, in that body, to 
it ; but it was done in the face of that factious minor- 
ity, and notwithstanding its open, persistent, and res- 
olute opposition. It was not done by reason of any 
prompting or influence of either the Colonial or the 
Home Government ; but in well-known opposition to 
the wishes and the expectations of both. It was not 
done because of any popular influence, present or 
prospective ; but only from the personal knowledge 
of its members, concerning the great wrongs to which, 
it was said, the Colonies had been subjected, concern- 
ing the rights and the interests of the Colonists which 
had been invaded, and concerning the measures which 
were necessary for the protection of those invaded 
rights and interests, for securing a redress of those 
great' wrongs, and for the restoration of harmony 
and peace. In fact, that General Assembly, in all the 
proceedings of which mention has been made, more 
clearly and more faithfully represented the interests 
and the opinions and the inclinations, concerning 
governmental matters, of the aggregate body of the 



Colonists, in New York, including every class, and 
sect, and political party — ^and it possessed no authority 
to represent any other, and made no pretension to do 
so — ^than either the Congress of the Continent or the 
fragmentary revolutionary faction within the Colony 
had done or possibly could do ; and there is very 
great reason for the belief that its orderly, and digni- 
fied, and more practically sensible influence would 
have been recognized beyond the limits of New York, 
and that it would have succeeded in its honorable 
efforts and evidently earnest purposes to restore, per- 
manently and without dishonor, that harmony be- 
tween the Colonies and the Mother Country Which all 
professed to desire, had not the rashness of General 
Gage, in Massachusetts, during the brief recess which 
it had voted to itself, broken the well-strained barriers 
of Peace, loosed the worst elements of human nature 
in the Colonists, overturned everything which per- 
tained to a Government of Law, and plunged the 
Continent into all the horrors of a needless and, nec- 
essarily, a bitter fratricidal War — a War which, at 
its conclusion, the farmers of Westchester-county, or 
those of them who remained, more than all New 
England combined, had sorrowful reasons for remem- 
bering, because of the devastated homesteads, the 
divided families, the antagonistic neighbors, and the 
remembrance of plunder, and outrages, and butcheries, 
among them, of which that War had been so abund- 
antly and so sadly productive. 

A few words only are required to complete the 
record of the results of that much-slandered General 
Assembly; and the space which they will occupy 
cannot be better occupied. 

The Petition which was officially sent to the Agent 
of the Colony, the celebrated Edmund Burk^, for 
presentation to the King, was duly laid before the 
Sovereign ; * but, inasmuch as the General Assembly 
had, also, addressed the Parliament, on the same sub- 
jects, it is not known that any particular attention 
was paid to it. 

On the fifteenth of May, the distinguished Agent of 
the Colony, offered to be presented to the House of Com- 
mons, the Representation and Remonstrance which the 
Colonial General Assembly had addressed to that 
body ; and, in doing so, Mr. Burke made a shore 
Speech, in which he told the House that "they never 
" had before them so fair an opportunity of putting 
'^ an end to the unhappy disputes with the Colonief«, 
'' as at present ; and he conjured them, in the most 

1 " Mr Bnrke baring delivered to me the Petition to the King, I hai] 
"the honour to present it to His BlMJesty, in'ho was pleased to receive 
"it with the most gracious expressions of regard and attention to the 
" humble request of his faith ftil subjects in New- York, who have, on 
"this occasion, manifested a duty to His Hi^esty and a regard for the 
"authority of the Parent State, which, had they not, In the Memorial 
'y*/Ae Honnf of Lord* and in the RrpreneutaiUni to tkf Houffof Commouti^ 
"been unfortunately blended with expressions containing Claims which 
" made it impossible for Parliament, consistent with its justice and dig- 
"nity, to receive them, might have laid the fonndatiuu of that Recon- 
"ciliation we have so long and so ardently wished fur/* — {The Earl of 
Dartmofith to (iorernor Tijron^ " Whitehall, May 23, 1775.") 
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" earnest manner, not to let it escape, as possibly, the 
*^ like might never return ; '' closing his remarks 
with the statement that "he had, several times in 
" the Session, expressed his sentiments, very fully, 
" upon every thing contained in that Remonstrance; 
** as for the rest, it spoke so strongly for itself that he 
" did not see how people in their senses could refuse 
** at least the consideration of so reasonable and de- 
^* cent an address ; " and, after having " stated the 
heads of the Bemonstrancef^' " he moved for leave to 
bring it up." The Ministry was not as well dis- 
posed, however, as Mr. Burke appeared to suppose ; 
and Lord North promptly took the floor, to reply to 
what that gentleman had said. He commenced by 
asking the Clerk to read the oflicial record of the 
proceedings of the House, in December, 1768, on a 
Petition of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
and what was known as the Declaratory Act; and he 
continued by saying that he was " greatly in favour of 
" New York ; and that he would gladly do everything 
" in his power to shew his regard to the good behaviour 
*' of that Colony ; " but he declared that the " honour 
" of Parliament required that no paper should be pre- 
" sented to that House, which tended to call in ques- 
** tion the unlimited Rights of Parliament." " As to 
" the Quebec Duties," which was one of the Griev- 
ances against which the General Assembly had re- 
monstrated, he said " he did not pretend to be infal- 
" lible ; he confessed they were not laid as they ought 
'* to be ; and he declared that he was willing to give 
" satisfaction, in that point, immediately." " This, 
" however," he said, *' was but a trifle to the general 
" objects of the Remomtrancey An earnest Debate 
ensued, Messrs. Cornwall and Jenkinson supporting 
the Ministry, and Messrs. Cruger, Aubrey, Charles 
James Fox, and Governor Johnstone supporting Mr. 
Burke ; and that was followed by the submission by 
Lord North, of an Amendment to Mr. Burke's Motion 
" for leave to bring up," making it read thas : " That 
" the said Representation and Remonstrance (in which 
" the said Assembly claim to themselves Bights derog- 
''atory to, and inconsistent with, the legislative 
authority of Parliament, as declared by the Declara- 
tory Act) be brought up." By a vote of one hundred 
and eighty -six to sixty-seven, the Amendment was 
adopted ; and the amended Motion, of course, was 
promptly rejected, without a division.* 

Three days after that rejection of the R^resentaiion 
and Rtmonstrance of the General Assembly, by the 
House of Commons, [J/oy 18, 1775] the Duke of 
Manchester brought the Mt^morial which that General 
Assembly had addressed to the House of Lords, 
before that House, and moved that it be read. The 
Earl of Dartmouth opposed the Motion ; and a spirited 
Debate ensued, in which the Earls of Buckinghagi- 
shire, Denbigh, Gower, Hillsborough, and Sandwich, 
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* Aliiion's ParUumeuUtry liegUter, i., 467-473 ; Annual lieijister for 
1775, •• Hiatory of Europe," *115, *nr,. 



and Lord Mansfield, supported the Minister, and the 
Duke of Richmond, the Earls of Shelburne and 
EflSngham, and Lord Camden, opposed him. The 
only objection raised against the reading of the 
Memorial was the bare suspicion that '* it contained 
'^ matter derogatory to the supreme legislative power 
" of Great Britain ;" and on tiiat suspicion, alone, the 
Memorial not having been even described, the House 
sustained the Minister, and declined to allow the 
Memorial to be read, by a vote of twenty-five to forty- 
five, sending it, of course, into the legislative limbo.' 
Well might Edmund Burke subsequently say of that 
rejection of the Memorial and of the Remonstrance of 
the General Assembly of Colonial New York, by the 
two Houses of Parliament, " nothing done in Parlia- 
" ment seemed to be better calculated to widen the 
" breach between Great Britain and the Colonies." ' 



SAlmon*0 Parliamentary Regi§ter^ il., 162-156; Annual Register for 
1775, " History of Europe," •116, ♦117. 

It is a reasonable case, in such instances as those cited and in those of 
the earlier historians of the American Bevolution who lived and wrote 
in Europe, that no more than the nuectioD, by the Parliament, of the 
two papers which were sent to that legislature by the General Assembly 
of New York, was mentioned in the writings of those gentlemen ; bnt 
there is no valid excuse for those, in America, who have exhausted all 
their reeources of misrepresentHtion and abuse on that General Assembly, 
charging it with having boon everything which was detrimental to the 
honor or the integrity or the interests of the Colonies, and closing their 
respective narratives, on the subject of that Assembly, by reciting no 
more than the facts, stated in the text— that its Memorial and Rem<m- 
strance had been rejected by the two Houses of Parliament, withoot 
having been read— without having pretended to explain how it were 
possible that so bad an Assembly as they had described, could, by any 
possibility, have l*een, the author and publisher of such papers wm, 
because of their peculiarly republican averments, the Home Govern- 
ment and the Parliament would not allow to be even read in their 
presence. 

Bancroft, after having consolidated the Retnontiranee and the Memoriaif 
making them one paper, obliged Burke to offer both, on the same day, 
and in the same House, all of which were described in the narrow com- 
pass of four lines, M'ithout even a hint how such an Assembly as he had 
previously described, could have produced such a paper— his silence 
serving to screen his unfaithfulness, as a historian, both in a falsification 
and in a suppression of the truth. {HiMftry of ttie l^iiled Staie»^ original 
edition, iv., 28C ; the mine, centenary edition, iv., 516.) John C. Hamilton, 
of coune, by his suppression as well as by his falsification of the truth, in 
order that his father and his grandfather might he unduly eulogised, ia 
equally untrustworthy {Hitttjry of the Reimhlic^ i., 86.) Lendrum, {Hit- 
tory of Ote American Revolution^ i., 87 ;) " Paul Allen " {Uintory of the 
American Recfolutiofi, I., 2rJ7, 238;) Gordon, {Hintory of the American Rerolu- 
tioH^ i., 5()0;) Bamsay, {History of the American RerohtHon, i., 171, 172;) 
and others, less prominent but not less popular, have been equally un- 
faithful, as historians, in this matter. 

Lossing, {Field Bt>ok of the Rerolntiou ;) Frothingham, {Ri*e of the 
Republic ;) Ridpath, (Higtory of tlw VnUM St4Ue$ ;) Lodge, {Huifary of tte 
Euylifih Ci>Ujnic» iu America ;) Morse, {Annah of the Atnerican Rerolntton ;) 
Warren, (Hijrfory of the American Recolutiou ;) and others, although 
abounding in facts and fictions conceruing Mauichusetts, have not 
spared a line for the recognititm of what wss done fur "the common 
« cause,*' by the General Assembly of the Colony of New York. 

Pitkin. {History of the VnUed i>tateii, i., 324, .^25;) and Hildreth, {Hi$tarf 
of the Vnited State*^ Kirst Series, ill., 56, 6o,) with that fidelity to the 
truth which distingtiisbed them, as historians, and notwithstanding they 
were New Englanders, not only recited enough of the facts to enable 
their respective readers to understand what the General Assembly of 
New York really did, but they also compared the result of those doings 
with the doings of the Continental Congress, very much to the credit of 
the former, without belittling what they regarded as also due to the 
latt'-r. 

8 Ainwnl Regititer for 1775, " History of Europe," ♦117. 
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Except those matters to which we have already re- 
ferred, nothing which requires especial notice in this 
narrative, occurred until, in February, 1776, the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Colony rejected the Resolution, 
submitted by Judge Thomas, of Westchester-county, 
which provided for the election, by that General As- 
sembly, of Delegates to the proposed Congress of the 
Continent, to be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth of 
May ensuing, reference to which has been already 
made.^ Four days after that determination, by the 
General Assembly, to take no official action on the 
subject referred to, \_Febrwiry 27, 1776,] Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston brought it before the '* Committee 
" of Observation," by which name the Committee of 
Inspection evidently preferred to be known ; and that 
Committee, notwithstanding its authority was limited 
to other and entirely different lines of duty, enter- 
tained and agreed to a Resolution, offered by that 
gentleman, '' that the Committee take into Consider- 
'' ation, the Ways and Means of causing Delegates to 
'' be elected, to meet the Delegates of the other Col- 
'^ onies on this Continent in General Congress, to be 
"held at Philadelphia, on the 10th Day of May 
" next." ^ If any other action on the subject of that Res- 
olution was taken at that time, it was not completed 
when the Committee adjourned; and not until the 
following Wednesday, [^March 1, 1775,] at an Ad- 
journed Meeting of the Committee, was the subject 
diisposed of, by ordering the publication of an Adver- 
Usementy addressed " to the Freeholders and Freemen 
" of the City and County of New York," in which 
were made a recital of the recommendation that 
another Congress should be convened at Philadel- 
phia, on the tenth of May ensuing ; a suggestion that 
an Election of Delegates " ought not longer to be de- 
"layed;" an acknowledgment that that Committee 
possessed "no Power without the Approbation of 
"their Constituents, to take any Measures for the 
" Purpose ; " and a ** request " '* that the Freeholders 
" and Freemen of the City and County of New York, 
" will be pleased to assemble at the Exchange, on 
"Monday the 6th Instant, at 12 o'clock, to signify 
" their Sense of the best Method of choosing such 
"Delegates; and whether they will appoint a cer- 
" tain Number of Persons to meet such Deputies as 
" the Counties may elect for that Purpose, and join 
" with them in appointing out of their Body Dele- 
" gates for the next Congress." ' That Advertisement 
was published on the following day, IMarck 2, 1776 ; ] * 
and, what was very unusual, those who were opposed 
to the revolutionary faction of the confederated party 
ot the Opposition appear to have organized, for the 



1 See page 62, ante. 

*Procee^UHg$ of the Commitlee of Obmrvatfon for the City andi Oounty 
of New Yorkf at its AcUoomed Meeting, February 27, 177A. 

* Proeeedi»tg$ of the Committee of Obaervation for the City and County 
of New York, at its A<Uoumed Meeting, 1st March, 1775. 

* WoIVb New -York Jbimui/, No. 1678, Ml w-YoKK, Thursday, March 2, 
1775. 



purpose of joining issue with the latter, at the pro- 
posed Meeting, on the questions which had thus been 
referred only to those who were either Freeholders 
or Freemen of the City, in whom, alone, the right of 
the elective franchise was, then, legally vested.^ 

An unusual excitement appears to have been 
aroused by the placards with which the walls and the 
fences throughout the City were covered,* and by the 
impassioned appeals with which the newspapers were 
filled ; and the morning of the sixth of March opened 
with many appearances which betokened the ap- 
proach of a serious conflict between the rival factions. 
As early as nine o'clock, the revolutionary faction, 
strengthened by many who were neither Freeholders 
nor Freemen, began to assemble around the Liberty- 
pole,^ on which a large Union Flag had been raised, 
at an early hour; and, at eleven o'clock, preceded by 
a Band of Music and a large Union Flag, it moved, by 
a circuitous route, toward the appointed place of 
meeting, picking up, as it went, such a motley crowd 
of "boys, sailors, negroes, and New England and 
"New-Jersey boatmen" as a noisy Band and con- 
tinuous invitations to "fall in," which have always, 
been incidental to partisan political processions, 
could not have failed to secure. The conservative 
faction, strengthened by " some Officers of the Army 
"and Navy, several of His Majesty's Council, and 
"those Members of the House of Representatives 
" who had refused taking into consideration the Pro- 
" ceedings of the Congress, together with the Officers 
" of the Customs and other Dependents of the Court, 
" &c." — the Gk>vernmental Party, as far as there was 
one, having evidently united with the conservative 
faction of the party of the Opposition, on that occa- 
sion — assembled at the Widow De La Montagnie's, 
at ten o'clock ; and that, also, moved, quietly, in a 
procession, to the Exchange, in season to take part in 
the proceedings of the proposed Meeting. It is said 
that "soon after the parties met some confusion 
"arose, but subsided without any bad consequences *'" 
— in other words, blows were exchanged, which, at one 
time, threatened to become a serious riot. 

Isaac Low presided, as Chairman of the Committee 
who had requested the Meeting and proceeded to ex- 
plain the purposes of that request, after which he pro- 



6 That organisation was effected at a public Meeting of the Inhabit- 
ants who disapproved the •• requent " of the Committee, which was held 
at the Widow De La Montagnie*8, in Broadway, opposite the Fields, on 
Friday eTenlng, March 8, John Thurber preeiding.— (^ Broodswfe, ngned 
by John Thvrber, in the Library of the New York Historical Society.) 

<>The Committee of Observation called its Meetings by means of hand- 
bills posted throughout the City ; and the Meeting at the Widow De La 
Montagnie's was called in the same manner. 

7 As nearly as can be ascertained, the Liberty-pole stood in the Fields, 
now the Park, near the present line of Bixxidway, opposite the block 
which is bounded by Murray and Warren-streets. 

It occupied a small lot of ground which had been bought for that 
purpose, by those who styled themselves " Sons of Liberty ; " and, as 
lately as 1786, Isaac Sears, the assign of one of those who had bought It, 
many years previously, made a claim on the City, and was paid for his 
interest therein.— (ifamkil of the Corporation of the City of New York 
for 1866, 433.) 
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posed the following question : " Whether a certain 
'^ Number of persons shall be appointed and author- 
"^'ized tu meet such Deputies as the Counties may 
" elect, and join with them for the 9ole object of ap- 
^' pointing out of their body on the 20th of April next, 
^* Delegates to the next Congress ?" Those who were 
opposed to the question, the conservative faction and 
its governmental allies, promptly demanded a Poll of 
the Voters, giving as reasons for their demand, that 
the business of the day was to take only the sense of 
the Freeholders and Freemen ; that none but those 
of these two clasi*e8 of persons had a right to vote on 
the question ; and that it was impossible to discrim- 
inate them from those who had not such aright. The 
large body of the members of the Committee who was 
present, '^ who had taken upon themselves the part of 
■*' Returning-officers," of course, refused the demand— as 
the number of qualified voters, then present, who were 
known to have been opposed to the question, was evi- 
dently so very largely in the majority, a Poll of the Vot- 
ers, had one been permitted, would have determined the 
question in the negative, and have defeated the pur- 
pose of those who were seeking another advancement to 
place and authority, in theproposed Congress of the 
Colonies — and the question was, of course, declared 
to have been carried, in favor of the proposition. 
The second question which was proposed : " Whether 
this Meeting will authorize the Committee to nomi- 
nate Eleven Deputies for their Approbation?" 
being of secondary importance to those who had op- 
posed the first, a Poll of the Voters was not demanded 
thereon; and, of course, like the preceding question, 
it was adopted "by a very great Majority of the Peo- 
*^ pie," promiscuous in its qualifications for such an 
action, voting viva voca. " The Business of the day 
'* being finished," as the record stated, the assemblage 
dispersed ; and, as far as that notable Meeting was 
concerned, the purposes of those who had evidently 
obtained the control of the Committee of Inspection, 
had been fully secured.* 

There appears to have been thirty-eight of the 
Members of the Committee of Inspection present at 
the noon-day Meeting, on the Exchange, which has 
been described ; and, on the evening of the same 
day, {_March 6, 1775,] in their capacity as Returning- 
officers, they reported to the Committee itself, which 
had assembled in due form, the proceedings of that 
popular assemblage, including the affirmative an- 
swers to the two questions which had been presented 
to it ; and so entirely satisfactory to the Committee 
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1 Holt's Aero- I'ort J*mmnh No. 1679, New-Yobk, Thuraday, March 9, 
1776 ; Ririn^^m't SfW-York G'tsftteer^ No. 99, Nbw-Yobk, Thiindoy, 
March 9, 1775 ; Proceedings of the Onnmitt^ of ObncrvutioH for the City 
and OoHHty of N<^w IWl-, 6th March. 1776, iDto which the record of the 
proceedings of the Meeting at the Exchange, in the Morning, was offl- 
■clally copied ; Jones's Hutory of New York during the BevoluiioHarff 
War, 1., 37, 38, and de Lancey's Ntdn on that Hutory^ 1., 480-484 ; Leake's 
Memoir of General John Lnmb, liJO ; Dawson s Pitrk and iU Vicinity^ 38, 
2Q\ Gordon's History of tJuf Americ€tn Revolution^ i., 472; Hlldreth's 
Hiaiory of the United St'itea, First Series, iil, 71, 72 ; etc. 



was the result of the day's labor, that it directed the 
detailed statement of those transactions, thus re- 
ported to it, to be entered, in full, in the Minutes of 
its own proceeding.^. Having thus disposed of the 
main question, apparently to its entire satisfaction, 
the Committee then proceeded to nominate, by ballot, 
eleven persons, " for the Approbation of the Freemen 
*• and Freeholders, for the City and County of New 
'* York, to sprve as Deputies to meet such other Dep- 
^'uties as may be appointed by the remaining 
*^ Counties in this Province, for the sole Purpose of 
" electing out of their Body, Delegates for the next 
"Congress;" and the choice of the Committee fell 
on Isaac Low, Philip Livingston, James Duane, John 
Alsop, John Jay, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Wal- 
ton, Francis Lewis, Isaac Roosevelt, Alexander 
McDougal, and Abraham Brasher,' notwithstanding 
Isaac Low had previously " desired a Friend that in 
" Case he should be put on the Nomination, to de- 
" clare, in his Behalf, that he should be under the dis- 
" agreeable Necessity of Dissenting." ' 

It will be seen that, in this last performance, the 
Committee of Inspection, (or of Observation, as it was 
pleased to call jtself,) notwithstanding the peculiarly 
aristocratic elements which entered into its compo- 
sition, had accepted, if it had not resorted to, that 
questionable element which had been so frequent- 
ly employed, on former occasions, for the perform- 
ance of acts, which neither the Law of the Land 
nor their own self-respect would have permitted its 
high-toned employers to do, directly, with their own 
hands — that it had resorted, indeed, to that peculiarly 
questionable element, outside the limits of plebeian re- 
spectability, which Gouverneur Morris had so graphi* 
cally described, in his letter to Governor Penu, which 
has been already laid before the reader.^ It will be 
seen also, that in exact conformity with such question- 
able practises, already very well known to every mem- 
be rof the Committee noise and lawless acts of violence, 
in that last instance, had accomplished, at the Meet- 
ing at the Exchange, what an evidently insufficient 
supply of Freeholders and Freemen, unassisted by 
those who were not thus qualified to vote, could not 
have possibly secured to the Committee, on that oc- 
casion; and that, among those political tricksters 
among whom the end justified the means — a class 
which was evidently well represented in the Com- 
mittee, at its Meeting on the evening of the sixth of 
March— the introduction of that very questionable 
mode of determining grave questions, involving the 
weal and the woe of the Colony, affirmatively, where, 
otherwise, the majority of competent voters would, 
unquestionably, have negatived those questions, was 

* Proceediug$ of the OimmUtee of Obnervotitm for the City und County of 
Neic York, at its Meeting, "Monday Evening, 6th March, 1776.*' 

«Card, signed by Mr. Low and addressed to " Tus Rupectablb Pub- 
" Lu ." dated "New York, March 9, 1775." 

4 G*moerneur Morris to Mr. iViiM, "Nbw-Yobk, M«y 20, 1774," fgM 
11, 12, ante. 
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evidently regarded as an undoubted raccees. It 
seems, however, that, notwithstanding all that ap- 
parent success, at the Exchange, the machinery of 
selfishness did not move without a jar, within itself, 
as the very decided testimony and dissent of Isaac 
Low, the Chairman of the Committee as well as that 
of the Meeting, against whom some underhanded an- 
tagonism had been detected, have clearly shown ;^ 
and it is equally susceptibleof proof that a very healthy 
feeling of disapproval of the dishonorable and unwar- 
rantable proceedings, at that Meeting, which had 
been held under the auspices of the Committee of 
Inspection and' had been controlled by a majority of 
the members of that body, was entertained " by a very 
** great Majority of our Fellow Citizens," throughout 
the City.' Under these circumstances, and with these 
warnings, it need not be matter of surprise that the 
Committee which had hastened to award unusual 
honors to that riotous assemblage, by incorporating^ 
what was said to have been a record of its tumultuous 
doings in the Minuter of its own proceedings, with 
almost as much haste, although with very much 
less of ostentatious and noisy display than had been 
previously exhibited in the unseemly approval of it, 
at an Adjourned Meeting, held within forty-eight 
hours after its hasty recognition of the doings of that 
assembled multitude, and prompted by John Jay 
who, only a few hours before, had been decidedly 
differently-minded— that Committee, thus predisposed, 
thus bashfully, thus hastily, and thus prompted, 
gravely repudiated the questionable vote which 
"a very great Majority of the People" was said 
to have given in approval of the fundamental ques- 
tion, concerning the appointment and authoriza- 
tion of Deputies to a proposed Provincial Convention, 
which, a few hours ago, it had declared to have been 
adopted " by a very great Majority of the People," at 
the Exchange; and, quite as gravely and with even 
greater inconsistency, it also yielded to those whom it 
had scornfully disregarded, at the Exchange as well 
as in its own Meeting, the right and the propriety of 
a Poll of the Voters, by which means the mis- 
cellaneous, unfranchised crowd would be silenced and 
the suffrage and the determination of the question, 
concerning the election of Delegates to the proposed 
Continental Congress, be confined to the Freeholders 
and Freemen of the City and County, to whom, alone, 
the Committee had originally referred it. It is a 
notable fact, however, that, notwithstanding the 
Committee repudiated the first Resolution which the 
miscellaneous crowd, at the Exchange, was said to 
have adopted, it rigidly maintained the equally ques- 
tionable validity of the second Resolution, nominally 
authorizing the Committee to nominate eleven persons 



1 C^rtl, ligDed by Mr. Low and addreoed to " Tub Rbspbctablk Pub- 
** Lir," dated " Nrw Yobk, March 9, 1776." 

STbe Comnranication, rifcned "Ixpabtial,'* dated *'Nkw Yobk, 
"March 8, 1775," which was printed In jBiriiij^H'« Nt^ir-York OnuUeer, 
No. 09, Nbw-Yobk, Thunday, March 9, 1776. 



as candidates for the places of Delegates to the 
proposed Provincial Convention — ^the opportunity to 
obtain place and authority, no matter how ill-founded 
that opportunity might be, was an object so vastly 
more important to those aristocratic place-seekers, 
than all others, that, whether promising or unpromis* 
ing of success, those who controlled that Committee 
could not possibly abandon it' — and, consequently, 
on the fifteenth of March, a Poll was opened in each 
Ward, at the usual places of Election, under the 
inspection, in each instance, of the two Vestrymen of 
the Ward and two Members of the Committee, who 
had been appointed for that duty ; and the Free- 
holders and Freemen of the City then formally 
determined that Deputies should lie appointed for the 
purpose named, and that the eleven nominees of the 
Committee should be such Deputies, to represent the 
City and County in the proposed Provincial Congpress/ 
The result of the Poll was reported to the Committee 
on the evening of the same day, [ifarcA 15, 1775] 
when that body ordered "that Circular Letters be 
" written to all the Counties in the Colony, informing 
" them of the appointment of Deputies for this City 
''and County, and requesting them, with all con- 
" venient speed, to elect Deputies to meet in Pro* 
" vincial Convention, at the City of New York, on 
''the 20th of next April, for the sole purpose of 
" appointing Delegates to represent this Colony at the 
" n.ext Congress to be held at Philadelphia the 10th 
*' day of May next." * 

3 Proceetlings of Um Oommittee of (JbtiervaHon for the CUy and Countif c/ 
Neto ybrAr, at an A4}ounied Meeting, 8th March, 1776. 

«HoltV yetv-York Jomnal, Mo. 1680, Nbw-Tosk, Thunday, March 16, 
1776; RMHifUm'$ Netc- York G<ueUeer, No. 100, Nbw-Yoek, ThuTMlay, 
March 16, 1775;* Oaine's New-York Guxette : and the Weekly Mercury, 
No. 1223. New-Yobk, Monday, March 20. 1776. 

• I^rtpeeedinge of the OommUlee of Observation for the CUg and Qnmtf </ 
New-York, *' GoiiJiirru-OHAiiBn, 16th March, 1776." 

With the single exception of de Lancey, in his Xotes to Judge Jonee'e 
Uutory of New York during the American Jievotntion, aa ftir as our acqnalnt- 
aooe with them extends, eTeiy writer on that subject, ourself included, 
has supposed and stated that the question of sending Del«gat«B to a 
proposed Provincial Convention was unquestionably determined by the 
promiscuous Meeting, at the Exchange, without having seen that that 
vote had been subsequently repudiated by the Committee, for cause, and 
that It had been submitted to the Freeholders and Freemen, at the PoUb, 
and definitely determined by them, and only by them, at the same time 
that Delegates were elected to represent the Cl^ and County, in that 
Convention. 



*Holt and Galne stated the vote to have been eight hundred and 
twenty-flve In favor of the appointment of Deputies, and one hundred and 
slxty'three in of^joeition : Hlvlngton stated the vote was nine hundred 
and twenty-nine, in favor, and one hundred and forty-three in oppoaition. 

They all agree that many voters dechned to vote — Holt and Galne 
said, because their votes were seen to have been unnecessary : Rivlng^n 
said *' the fHends of the old five DelegtOee^ (finding that they were not 
" permitted to vote for them a» DelegeUee) almost all declined giving 
*• their voices at all." 

They evidently suspected the managers of the movement were seeking 
to accomplish some mischief against those "old flee Deiegat€$;'* and it 
may be that Isaac Low, in his declination to appear as a candidata, before 
Uie proposed Convention, was influenced by that evidently "crooked" 
movement They preferred to vote directly for Delegates, instead of 
leaving the choice to an irresponsible Convention of politicians, who 
were evidently In the Interest of other aspirants to Congressional 
honors and emoluments. 
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There is an abundance of evidence, of unquestion- 
able truthfulness, showing that what has been repre- 
sented to have been a conflict of rival parties, patri- 
otically representing antagonistic political principles, 
on the occasion referred to, was, in fact, like all the 
political contests which had preceded it, during the 
preceding twelvemonth, only personal, factional, 
and local, in its origin and character ; that it was not, 
really, concerning the great questions arising from the 
Colonial policy of the Home Government and the 
Grievances of the Colonies, relative to which there 
was very little diversity of sentiment throughout the 
City ; and that, in fact, nothing else were involved in 
the questions which were submitted to the Meeting, 
than the local and minor questions concerning the 
control of the political affairs of the Colony itself and, 
especially, concerning those who should occupy the 
places of authority, and influence, and emoluments, 
therein. 

It was conceded, by contemporaneous writers of 
both factions, that there was, really, no difference of 
opinion, among the various classes and sects and 
factions of which the City was composed, concerning 
the existing necessity for the redress of what were 
said to have been the Colonial Grievances, and that, 
if the Parliament should not interpose and indicate a 
willingness to afford the relief which was required, 
the proposed Congress ought to be convened, for a 
further consideration of the subject and for such 
forther action relative thereto as should, then, be' 
considered necessary ; and no one, of either faction, 
pretended to be less loyal to the Sovereign nor less 
mindful of what were generally regarded as his pre- 
rogatives, than his most loyal supporters could have 
been — indeed, it was a notable fact, that, on the 
occasion of the Meeting now under consideration, 
even the revolutionary and miscellaneous crowd who 
assembled under the Liberty-pole was sheltered by a 
large Union Flag ; and that when it moved from the 
Fields to the Exchange, with its noisy drum and fife 
and its yet more noisy attendants, it was preceded by 
another Union Jack, inscribed with the name and 
the title of the King. 

That it might become expedient and proper to 
assemble the proposed Congress, if the Parliament 
should not, meanwhile, have indicated an inclination 
to redress the alleged Grievances of the Colonies, was 
not only conceded but freely acknowledged, even by 
those more earnest conservatives who had assembled 
at the Widow De La Montagnie's, on the preceding 
Friday evening; but they, in common with many 
others, hoped and believed that the Parliament would 
promptly indicate a willingness to afford the relief 
which was desired ; and, in harmony with that hope 
and that belief, with a laudable desire to restore the 
harmony which had formerly prevailed between the 
Mother Country and the Colonies, and not with any 
intention to oppose the convention of the Congress, 
per se, they desired only a postponement of the action, 



in the proposed Meeting, which was designed for the 
inauguration of a movement for the election of Dele- 
gates to that proposed Congress, until the twentieth 
of April, which would have afforded time for the 
receipt from London of intelligence concerning the 
inclination and action of the Parliament, without 
depriving the Colony of the opportunity to elect ita 
Delegation to the Congress, in due form, if it should 
become necessary to convene the Congress. But 
those who were anxiously seeking places and influ- 
ence were not ignorant of the well-known fact that a 
sparrow in the hand is worth more than a dove on 
the roof; and, consequently, they were not willing to 
postpone the immediate action which would surely 
secure those desirable advantages to themselves ; and 
they acted accordingly, marshaling their irregular 
allies, posting their handbills bearing unfounded 
accusations against their adversaries (accusations- 
which were promptly contradicted in other handbills) 
accomplishing, or seeming to accomplish, by noise, 
what, at that time, they could not have accomplished, 
and did not accomplish, regularly, by the votes of 
those Freeholders and Freemen who were, then,, 
present.^ The result of that hasty and violent action 
has been noticed, and need not be repeated ; but, not- 
withstanding it was subsequently disr^arded by the 
Committee which had previously hastened to receive 
and accept it, it served to draw the lines of faction 
with more distinctness and to array neighbor against 
neighbor, in greater animosity and bitterness than 
had previously been witnessed. 

On the sixteenth of March, 1776, in conformity 
with the Resolution adopted by the Committee, and 
under its authority, Isaac Low, the permanent Chair- 
man of the Committee of Inspection, prepared the 
following Circular Letter ; and, very soon afterwards^ 
copies of it were sent to the several County Com- 
mittees, where such Committees could be found,, 
throughout the Colony : 

" New- York, 16th March, 1775. 
" Gentlemen : 

**The late Congress having deemed it expedient, 
"that, in the present critical State of American 
" Affairs, another should be held at Philadelphia, the 

1 The motives of those vho, respectirely, originated and opposed the 
call for that Meeting may be best seen and understood in the placard 
and newspaper literature of that notable event ; and In that connection, 
the original Advertisement, requesting the Meeting, which was pub- 
lished in Uolt^B Netc-York Journal, No. 1678, New-Yobk, Thursday, 
March 2, 1775, was the first of the series. The opponents of the Meeting,, 
who assembled at the Widow De La Montagnie's, on the third of 
March, issued a handbill, in which reasons for a postponement of the 
question were stated ; on the morning of the day on which the Meeting, 
wM held, [March 6] a calm appeal, signed ** A Fkbkhan,'' and addressed 
" To THE Inhabitants of New Yobk,'* very forcibly urging a postpone- 
ment of the questions, was published in Gaine's Nete-York OazeUe and 
Weekly Mercrmj^ No. 1221, Monday, March 6, 1776; a more elaborate ap- 
peal and argument, to the sam^ effect, addressed *' To the HSSPErTASLE 
" Inhabitants op the City of New Yobk," signed "A Citizen of New 
" YoBK," and published in the same issue of that newspaper ; an elaborate 
reply to the last, signed ** Anotheb Citizen,'' and published in Holt'a 
Hew-York Journal, No. 1679, New-Yobk, Thursday, March 9, 1775; etc. 
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** 10th Day of May next ; and the neighbouring Col- 
'' ouies having already appointed Delegates for that 
** Porpose, we b^ Leave to call your Attention to 
'Hhat Subject, and to remark, that the Honour as 
** well as the Interest of the Province requires that 
" we also should be fully and properly represented. 

"Influenced by these Considerations, this City 
"and County conceive it highly necessary that a 
" Provincial Convention should, without Delay, be 
" formed of Deputies from all the Counties, for the 
**9oU Purpose of appointing, out of their Body, Dele- 
agates for the next Congress, and therefore have 
" already chosen their Deputies : They prefer this 
" Mode to any other, as it tends to unite the Counties, 
"and to preserve that Harmony between them so 
" essential to the Interest of our common Cause. 

" Be pleased to communicate this Letter to the 
" Inhabitants of your County ; and should they con- 
" cur with us in Sentiment, we beg they will consider, 
" whether it would not be best to choose their Depu- 
" ties so soon as that they may be down here b)% the 
" 20th of April next ; which Day we take the Liberty 
" of proposing to you as proper for the Meeting of 
"the Convention. 

" We forbear urging any Arguments to induce 

your Concurrence, being well persuaded you are 
" fully sensible that the Happiness of thi^ Colony 
" and the Preservation of our Bights and Liberties, 
" depend on our acceding to the General Union and 
" observing such a Line of Conduct as may be fimtj 
" as well as Temperate. 

" By Order of the Committee : 

" Isaac Low, Chairman."^ 

It is a very significant fact that, when the Com- 
mittee's Circular Letter was written and made ready 
for transmission to Westchester-county, there was no 
appearance whatever, within that County, of the 
slightest organized opposition to either the Home or 
the Colonial Government; and that, among the 
deMe of what had been conveniently regarded as a 
Convention of the County, assembled, in the preced- 
ing August, for the election of Deputies to represent 
the County in the late Congress, at Philadelphia, 
neither a County nor a Town Committee, actual or 
imaginary, remained, to bear testimony to the fact 
that such a Convention had ever existed, or to receive 
the Committee's Circular Letter and to take action 
on its recommendation. Indeed, there can be very 
little doubt that the well-to-do and generally con- 
tented farmers, throughout that County, those who 
were Freeholders quite as much as those who were 
only Leaseholders of properties on the various 
Manors, with here and there a rare exception, had 
continued to gather their crops and to send them to 
market, during the preceding Autumn ; to enjoy their 



> Thl0 is a copy of the original publication, as it apppeared in Gaine's 
New-York Gazette and Weekly Mercury, Xo. 1223, Nbw-York, Monday, 
March 20. 1775. 
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usual indoor and outdoor recreations, during the pre* 
ceding Winter ; and to return to the labors of the 
season, on their farms or elsewhere, during the ear- 
lier weeks of the Spring, as they had done, before, 
year after year and generation after generation, 
knowing little and caring less concerning that bitter 
struggle for commercial gain, no matter how law* 
lessly conducted, or concerning that equally bitter 
struggle for the honors and emoluments of political 
place, no matter with what auxiliaries nor with what 
disregard of individual and social proprieties and of 
public morals that struggle should be conducted, 
which had kept the neighboring City and the entire 
seaboard in an unceasing and disgraceful turmoil, 
during that entire period. 

It is not now evident, if it ever was, that these 
honest, hard-working, contented men, in any portion 
of that unceasing and undisguised indifierence to the 
clamor and the unblushing immorality and the 
audacious lawlessness of politicians, of high or of low 
degree, beyond the borders of the County, which they 
had steadily and consistently presented, were really 
offenders against any law, human or divine ; and it 
will require more evidence than has yet been pre* 
sen ted by those who have spoken or written adverse- 
ly concerning those quiet Westchester-county farmers 
and their unostentatious conservatism, to establish 
the fact, if it be a fact, that, regardless of that pecu- 
liar standing which was awarded to Westchester* 
county, during the period now under consideration, 
and regardless of the recognized manhood of those 
who then lived there, the " consent" of those farmers, 
previously given, was not quite as necessary to have 
warranted the invasion of their rural quiet and con* 
tentmeut, by those, not of themselves, who were eager 
to thrust upon them, uninvited, new political methods, 
new political principles, and a new form of political 
government, none of which had yet secured their 
favor and approval, as it was, then, and as it has ever 
since been, assumed to have been necessary, every- 
where, before a political right could be disturbed or a 
new form of political government be established. 

The farmers in Westchester-county, in 1774 and 
1776, were quiet men, quietly pursuing their peaceful 
vocations, interfering with no one, and avoiding the 
interference of others. They were not political in 
their aims or inclinations ; they had very clearly 
manifested, over and over again, their disinclination 
to be associated, in any degree, with those who were 
inclined to become, if they had not already become, 
politicians ; and, as will be seen, in their action, dur* 
ing the Winter, and in their subsequent actions, under 
similar circumstances, they were not inclined to be 
crowded into any political associations, without their 
consent, without presenting, at least, an open, a man- 
ly, and a vigorous opposition. The reader will de- 
termine for himself, therefore, how much, if any, 
there was of individual and social propriety, and how 
much, if any, there was of consideration for the wel- 
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fare of those farmers or for that of the Colony, dis- 
severed from all other considerations, in the Com- 
mittee of Inspection, alias the Committee of Obser- 
vation, for the City and County of New York — ^a 
merely local organization, vested with no more than 
the barest local authority, and that confined, exclu- 
sively, to an entirely different service — when it thrust 
itself, unasked and undesired, into the midst of that 
peaceful and peacefully inclined community, only in 
order to disturb that prevailing peace by marshalling 
those who composed that rural community into rival 
parties, embittered against each other, without any 
aim or purpose in which they were, or in which 
they were likely to become, in the slightest decree 
interested, and for nothing else than for the promotion 
of individual aims and for the advancement to politi- 
cal place and authority, of aspiring politicians who 
were not always entitled, by their individual integrity, 
to any such advancement, anywhere. 

As we have said, there was no Town or County 
Committee, within Westchester-county, unto whom 
the Chairman of New York's Committee of Inspec- 
tion could send the Committee's Circular Letter, to 
which reference has been made ; and other than usual 
means, therefore, were necessarily resorted to, to se- 
cure for it even a nominal circulation, within that 
County. It is not, now, known, beyond a peradven- 
ture, just what. means were thus employed; but the 
copies of that insidious Circular Letter which were 
intended for residents of Westchester-county were 
evidently sent to a leading Westchester-county poli- 
tician ; and, by him, whomsoever he may have been, 
they were so manipulated that they reached only 
those residents of the County who would most surely 
promote the political purposes of that particular 
Westchesterian who had been thus entrusted with the 
deliverv of them.* 



1 We have preferred to conaider that there was an intermediate agen- 
cy, between the Chairman of the New York Committee and the several 
Westchester county gentlemen into whose hands his Circular Letters 
STentually fell, because those gentlemen were mainly residents of the 
town of Westchester and of the neighboring village of New Bochelle ; 
because there was nothing, in that Circular Letter, which designated 
any time or place of meeting, for any Caucus or other Assemblage which 
might be considered necessary, for the particular purposes mentioned in 
that Circular Letter ; because, only on the warrant of that particular 
Circular Letter, explicitly stated by them, a dozen men, from at least 
four different Towns, spontaneously came together, at the same time, in 
a distant Town in which none of them lired, and on the same errand. 
Not one of the number was from Towns lying northward from the White 
Plains ; not one had come from all the country lying westward flrom the 
Bronx-river ; there was not present either a Van Cortlandt or a Thom- 
as, already well-known popular leaders, either of whom would have 
been formidable, as a rival, against any new aspirant for the leadership 
of the movement and the spoils of office to which that movement tended. 
There was present, however, one who had, previously, been politically 
dormant ; by whom the machinery of the movement was evidently run ; 
and by whom, subsequently, as will be hereafter seen, entirely through 
Its instrumentality, a place was secured for himself, in the C^ongress of 
the Contiueut, and an opening made for the accession to office and arls- 
tocmtic consequence and influence, of others of his wide-spread 
family. 

It will have been seen, by every attentive reader, that, very evidently, 
Isaac Low's package of Circular Letters, intended for circulation in 



On the twenty-eighth of March, Theodosius Bar- 
tow, Esq., James Willis, and Abraham Ouion, Esq., 
all of New Bochelle ; William Sutton, Esq., of Ma- 
maroneck' ; Colonel Lewis Morris, Thomas Hunt, and 
Abraham Leggett, of Westchester ; Captain Joseph 
Drake, Benjamin Drake, Moses Drake, and Stephen 
Ward, of East Chester; and James Horton, Junior, 
Esq., of Bye,' all of them, it said, '' having received 
*' letters from the Chairman of the City and County 
" of New York, relative to the appointment of Depu- 
'Hies for this County," to a proposed Provincial Con- 
vention, " met at the White-Plains, for the purpose ot 
'^ devising means for taking the Sense of the County 
" upon the Subject." 

At best, that meeting of local politicians, or ot 
those who were not indisposed to become politicians, 
from the south-eastern Towns of the County, no mat- 
ter by what means they had been induced to go to the 
White Plains, on that particular March morning, on 
such an unusual errand, was nothing more nor lees 
than»a Caucus of those who were known or supposed 
to have been in the interest of the Morris family and 
to have favored the aspirations of those members ot 
that family who hankered after official place and au- 
thority. Neither Yonkers, nor Greenburgh, nor any 
of the Towns to the northward of them and of the " 
White Plains, were in the slightest degree represented 
in that important assemblage ; and every one who had 
previously appeared as a leader of the farmers of the 
County, in their very unfrequent political doings, re- 
gardless of party associations, appears to have been, 
also, very carefully excluded, not improbably for the 
purpose of securing that harmonious action, in a pre- 
ordained direction, which the presence of older and 
more experienced rivals might have turned toward 
some other part of the County than toward the Manor 
of Morrisania. 

The Caucus undoubtedly discharged all the duties 
which its controlling spirit assigned to it — it took into 
consideration, after a fashion of its own creation, the 
subject of the proposed election of Delegates to rep- 
resent the County, or to assume to do so; and it 
"agreed to send the following Notification to the 
** principal Freeholders in the different Towns and 
" Districts in the County," the designation of whom. 



Westchester-ronnty, was entrusted to Lewis Morris, of Morrisania, in the 
Borough Town of Westchester, a brother-in-law of Isaac W^ilkins, of that 
Town, with the last-named of whom, as the leader of the majority ot 
the General Assembly of the Colony, the reader has been already made 
acquainted. 

In all that had previously been said or done, in behalf of the Colony, 
in its dispute with the Home Government, not a Morris had been heard, 
except in that instance when one of them described the unfVanchlfed 
masses of the Colonists as " poor reptiles '* (tide Page 12, <in/^); but the 
frapunce of the distant emoluments and influences of office, more fVilly 
developed than ever before, had passed over fh>m the City into Westches- 
ter-county ; and, reasonably enough to all who knew of the greed for of- 
fice which every Morris of every period had possessed, both Lewis and 
Gouverneur, to say nothing of others, were no longer torpid and In- 
different. 

* Subsequently distinguished as Loyalists. 
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ia that selection, having heen left to him hy whom 
the Caucus had evidently been controlled — and hav- 
ing, in behalf of somebody else more than in behalf 
of the body of the County, thus put the political ma- 
chinery in motion, satisfactorily to themselves and to 
their chiefi the twelve gentleman waded through the 
8pring-time mud, back, to their respective homes. 
The "Notification^' to which reference has been 
made, that which the Caucus authorized to be sent to 
the elect, among the Freeholders of the County, was 
in these words : 
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Sir: 



" March 28th, 1775. 



u 



A number of gentlemen from different districts in 
the county of Westchester having this day met at 
the White Plains to Consider of the most proper 
method of taking the Sense of the Freeholder9, of 
the Said County, upon the Expediency of choosing 
Deputies to meet the Deputies of the other Coun- 
ties, for the purpose of Electing delegates to repre- 
sent this Colony in the General Congress to be held 
at Philadelphia on the 10th of May next, are of 
opinion that the best way of proceeding for that 
purpose, will be to have a general Meeting of the 
Freeholders of the Said County. 
** As this County is very Extensive we take the 
liberty of recommending the meeting to be held at 
the White Plains on Tuesday the 11th day of April 
next at ten o'clock in the forenoon at the Court 
House, and therefore do desire you, to give notice 
of the Same to all the freeholders in your district, 
without exception, as those who do not appear and 
vote on that day, will be presumed to acquiesce in 
the Sentiment of the majority of those who vote. 

** We are Ac." ^ 

There can be no good reason for supposing that that 
Caucus failed to employ the best means which it 
could control, to secure the attendance, at the ap- 
pointed place, on the appointed day, and at the des- 
ignated hour, of all those of the farmers of the Coun- 
ty of Westchester, whom it supposed to have been 
friendly to the Morris family, and who were willing 
or who could be induced to accept the head of that 
wealthy and aristocratic, but really unpopular, family, 
as their political leader — to that family, the stake was 
a very important one ; and, to secure that stake, it 
played desperately. On the other hand, those of the 
inhabitants of the County who were conservative in 
their political opinions, and those who were not favor- 
ers of the new-born, but selfish, zeal of the Lord of 



1 Thii narrative of the orgpaniziition and doings of that notable Caucui, 
including the copy of the ** Notification'' which was iiMued, by Its au- 
thority, is based on the elaborate paper, signed by " Lbwib Morbis, 
<* Chairman,'*' which serred as the Credentials of those who appeared in 
tiie Provincial GonTention, as Deputies from Westchester-county, and 
which is preserved in the (yedmtiah of Lflegaiet, Hialorical Mattuncript* 
relatiugto the War oftht £^rol«i/M>i»— Volume xzi v., Page 26— in the Office 
of the tfecrelary of State, st All any. 

The "Abf(/le«ifiofi/* as printed in the text, was copied from the original 
Manuscript. 
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the Manor of Morrisania, were aroused ; and, especi- 
ally in the Borough Town of Westchester, within 
which the ancestral home of the Morrises was situat* 
ed, the ambitious purposes of that gentleman and of 
his family were empathically snubbed, by a Meeting 
of his townsmen, duly summoned to take into consi- 
deration *' whether or not they should choose Deputies 
" to represent them at a Provincial Convention." * Be- 
sides that local and evidently personal rebuke, by 
the townsmen of the Morrises, the great body of '^ the 
*' Freeholders and Inhabitants of the Countv of West- 
" Chester," or such of them as were " friends of Gov- 
'' ernment and our happy Constitution," was earnestly 
appealed to, in the circulation of the following stirring 
Address: 

To the Freeholders a?id Inhabitants of the County of 

Westchesttr, 
" New-York, April 6, 1775. 
''You are earnestly desired to attend a general 
meeting of the county, to be held at the White 
Plains, on Tuesday next, the 11th inst. to give your 
votes upon the questions : — 
" Whether you are inclined to choose deputies to 
meet at the city of New-York, in a Provincial Con- 
vention? Or, 

''Whether you are determined to abide by the 
loyal and judicious measures already taken by your 
own worthy representatives in the general assembly 
of this province, for a redress of American grievances ? 
" The consequences that may arise from your ne- 
glecting to attend at the White Plains, on Tuesday 
next, to declare your sentiments relative to the ap- 
pointment of deputies to meet in Provincial Con- 
gress, may be very fatal to this county ; the friends 
of goverment, and our happy constitution, are there- 
fore earnestly invited in person, to oppose a measure 
so replete with ruin and misery. Remember the 
extravagant price we are now obliged to pay for 
goods purchased of the merchants, in consequence 
of the Non-Importation agreement; and when the 
NON-EXPORTATION agreement takes place, we 
shall be in the situation of those who were obliged 
to make bricks without straw. 

"a white oak."' 

> "A Correqwndent acquaints us, That, on Monday the 3d of March, 
"the inhabitants of the Borough of Westchester met, in Consequence of 
'* a Summons, to give their Sentiments upon a Question, whether or not 
"they would choose DepuUes to represent them at a Prorincial Conreii- 
*' tion in this City ; when they declared themselves already Teiy ably 
"and effectually represented in the General Assembly of this Provinos^ 
"by Isaac Wilklns, Esquire;* peremptorily disowned all Congroasional 
" Conventions and Committees, most loyally repeating the old Choni% 
** God save the King, which was seconded by three hear^ Cheera ; and 
** then the Jolly Freeholders and Inhabitants spent the Day with great 
** Hilarity and good Humour over their Tankards and Bowls."— (Gaine's 
Neie-York Gtuxtt*, and the TFeeiUy Jfercuiy, No. 1226, Nbw-Xork, Monday, 
April 10, 1776.) 

'This appeal, an exact copy of the original, was printed in Bkmgt<m''$ 
NewY<frk Goaetteer, Mo. 103, Nkw-York, Thursday, April 6, 1776. 
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* The wife of Isaac Wilkins was Isabella Morris, sister of Gouveroeiir 
and half-aister of Colonel Lewis Morris, the head of that family. 
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It is reasonable to suppose that many of the farm- 
ers of Westchester-county, whatever their political 
opinions may have been, were more than usually ex- 
cited by these extraordinary appeals and by others 
which have not been preserved, addressed to them by 
those whom they had hitherto regarded as leaders in 
political affairs ; but it is equally clear that not even 
those extraordinary means, thus employed, were suc- 
cessful in withdrawing even a respectable minority 
of the Freeholders, to say nothing of those heads of 
families who were not Freeholders, who, at that time, 
inhabited that extensive and thickly settled County, 
from their homesteads and from the urgent duties, 
at home, which the opening Spring had imposed upon 
them. Notwithstanding all the reasons which ex- 
isted for their continued attention to their respective 
home duties, however, there were some, relatively a 
small proportion, of either party, those who were op- 
posed to the Morrises and to the proposition to elect 
Deputies to a proposed Convention of the Colony and 
those who favored both, who went to the Plains, on 
that Tuesday morning, the eleventh of April, as, re- 
spectively, they had been requested to go. They 
went, as farmers were wont to go and as they continue 
to go, on such occasions, on horseback or on foot, 
over Westchester-county's Spring-time muddy roads 
or " across lots," as best suit<ed their individual con- 
venience ; and the little Village, what there was of 
it, scattered along the wide spread Post-road, was un- 
doubtedly, the scene of many a discussion, friendly or 
unfriendly, as friend met friend or neighbor met 
neighbor in that ancient thoroughfare, each intent, as 
farmers only can be intent, on the promotion of the 
particular cause to which each had become especially 
devoted. Reasonably enough, the two Taverns which 
were, then, prominent within the limits of the Vil- 
lage, were made the stopping-places of those rural 
incomers unto whom no Village householder had ex- 
tended a Village welcome, Captain Hatfield, the land- 
lord of one of those Taverns, entertaining those who 
were opposed to the Morrises and to the proposed 
election of Deputies, while those who favored that 
family and that proposed election, *'put up in another 
** Public House in the Town," probably that which 
was kept by Isaac Oakley.^ 



1 iVt>to«( of the InhabitanU and Fr«ehol(Ur$ of Wfttchftter-courUff^ A'eic- 
Tbrt, " OorxTY op Wkctchibteb, April 13, 1776," published In Runitgton'$ 
Neto-Tork OazeUeer, No. 105, New Yohk, ThnrwiRy, April 20, 1776; and 
in Oalne'B NewY-jrk Gazette: and the Weekly Mercnryf No. 1227, Nkw 
York, Monday, April 17, 1776. 

We have been favored by our unwearied friends, Hon. Lewis C. Piatt 
and Hon. J. 0. Dykman with information, concerning these two Tav- 
erns, which our readem will find worthy of their remembrance. 

Captain Hatfield's Tavern stood almost due South fh>m the old Court- 
house, and nearly half a mile distant, on the North side of the old stage- 
road to New York,— the line of that road has been changed, since 1776— 
on property more recently owned by Samuel E, Lyon, Esq., and now by 
the heirs of the late Alfred Waller, Esq. 

The old building has been removed from the place on which it stood, 
in 1776, to a place, further to the northward, not far from tlie site of the 
old Court-house ; and Is now occupied as a tenement. 

Isaac Oakley's Tavern stood on the East side of the old stage-road, 



It is evident that neither of the two factions was 
very punctual in its attendance, at the appointed 
hour — ^a practice which is continued to this day, in 
Westchester-county, on similar occasions — and, for a 
reason which was perfectly obvious, the promoters of 
the proposed Meeting, very evidently, were not in a 
hurry to assume the great responsibility of carrying 
forward the schemes of the revolutionary faction in 
the City of New York, to which they had been invit- 
ed, especially in view of the greater number of those 
who were opposed to those schemes, and who 
were present and apparently prepared to oppose 
them ; while those who were opposed to the 
Morrises and to their schemes and to the pro- 
posed election, and whose evidently superior 
numbers had served to dampen the ardor of their op- 
ponents, could do nothing else than to wait, and to 
watch the progress of events. Notwithstanding the 
hour of ten had been named in the Notification 
through which the assembled farmers had thus met, it 
was nearly noon before any attempt to organize a 
Meeting was made — probably, some whose presence 
was desired and expected, had not arrived ; probably, 
those leaders of the movement who were present were, 
meanwhile, '^ comparing notes," and arranging plans 
of action, and enjoying that social glass, frequently 
renewed, of which their Chairman subsequently made 
mention, unwittingly; most probably, the superior 
numbers of those who were known to be opposed to 
them, whose strength of numbers was being con- 
stantly increased, warned the ambitious Lord of the 
Manor of Morrisania and his adherents that 'Hbe 
" better part of Valor is — Discretion." 

About twelve o'clock, however, those who favored 
the Morrises and the proposed election of Deputies 
appear to have quietly and noiselessly left the Tav- 
ern, passed over the old post-road, and re assembled 
in the Courthouse ; organized a Meeting ; and ap- 
pointed Colonel Lewis Morris, its Chairman. It was 
done quietly, if it was not done secretly : it was done 
quietly, without inviting any others than those of 
their own faction, to assemble with them : it was 
done quietly and in a manner which clearly indicated 
that something else than an untrammeled and un- 
biased expression of the will of all those who were 
present — carrying with it, also, the assumed acquies- 
cence of all those who were not present — concerning 
the Morrises and the questions which were pro- 
pounded in the Notification^ was chiefly desired, and 
must be procured, " by fair means or by foul :" most 
evidently, it was done, quietly, with an inclination and 
a hope that it might accomplish all the purposes of 



directly opposite to the old Court*house. We remember the old bouse, 
very distinctly, having often seen it and, more than once, at least forty 
years ago, having slept under Its roof. It is said that it was burned, about 
1868 ; and that the site remains unoccupied. 

The old Cuurt-houso, the scene of many an adventure during the later 
Colonial era, occupied the site of the present residence of W. P. Fiero, 
Esq., on the West side of the stage-road to New York. 
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those who had originated and promoted it, secretly 
and rapidly, without alarming those who were assem- 
bled at Captain Hatfield's, and before they could be 
brought to the Courthouse, to defeat those purposes 
and to relegate the Morrises to that political obscur- 
ity in which, very ungraciously, they had so long and 
80 ingloriously rested. It was, in short, nothing else 
than a political coup-de-main; but, unfortunately for 
• the honor of those who participated in it, it was not 
as respectably successful as those who had contrived 
it, had desired. ^ 

Intelligence of the movement of their opponents 
very soon reached those Who were assembled at Cap- 
tain Hatfield's Tavern ; and we are told that, un- 
doubtedly with very little delay, they, also, " walked 
** down to the Courthouse, although not half of their 
" friends who were expected had yet appeared." At 
that time, when the full force of all who thus pre- 
sumed to act, in so vital a question, in the name of all 
who were, then, in Westchester- county — and that, 
too, without any delegation of authority and, cer- 
tainly, without any expressed "consent" — was un- 
doubtedly present and acting, there was not present 
more than from a hundred to a hundred and twenty- 
five. Freeholders and others ; aud there is evidence 
that quite as large a number, Freeholders and others, 
walked down to the Courthouse, from Captain Hat- 
field's Tavern, and stripped all the novelty and all 
there was of what was said to have been integrity 
firom the exposed and unsuccessful coup-de-main} The 
individual respectability of none of these, of either 
faction, appears to have been impeached by any one ; 
but Colonel Morris subsequently attempted to depre- 
ciate the political standing of some of those who were 



^ From the fact that the Meeting had been oiiganlzed and "had already 
** entered upon the buslnees of the day," before it was known to thuee 
who were at Hatfield's Tavern, that any moTement toward such an or- 
ganization had been made— a fact which was openly stated in the ProUU 
of the one faction without haTing been controverted in the elalwrate re- 
ply of the Chairman of the Meeting— the secrecy of the movement is ee- 
tablished, beyond a question. The motives of those who contrived that 
particular mode of operations, will be manifest to all who are acquainted 
with the facts and with the practices of unscrupulous politicians, in 
Westchester-county as often as elsewhere. 

'In the narrative which the Chairman of the Meeting prepared, im- 
mediately after the adjournment of that Meeting, he stated that " a very 
*' numerous body of the Freeholders of the County assembled at the 
"Court House;*' and that "an inconsiderable number of Persons 
"( among whom were many tenants not entitled to a vote) with Isaac 
"Wilkins, £sq.,and Col. Philipse at their head, then appeared." In 
the ProteiA of the lulMbiUtnU and Freeholdert^ subsequently published, it is 
stated, specifically, that when those from Captain Hatfield's Tavern en- 
tered the Courthouse, **,the numbers on each side seemed to be nearly 

equal ; and both together might amount to two hundred or, at most, 

two hundred and fifty." Nearly a month after the publication of that 
ProUtt^ and after he had secured the seat In the Continental Congress 
for which ho had so earnestly hankered — his half-brothsr, Grouverneur, 
being then an aspirant to a seat in the proposed Provincial Congress, to 
which he was elected, on the following day— Lewis Morris published an 
elaborate and very minute reply to that Protest^ in which, although 
nearly every feature of the latter was bitterly controverted, he conveni- 
ently said nothing whatever of the number of those, of either faction, 
who were at the Plains ; and, therein, he emphatically acquiesced in 
what was said, on that subject, with so much precision, in the ProteU. 
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not of his supporters, by saying there were among them 
" many tenants who were not entitled to vote," etc., 
— they were recognized as respectable farmers, even 
by that particular Morris who aimed to belittle them; 
but, in the presence of such as he, with nothing but 
what he had inherited, to ensure to him even a nom- 
inal respectability, they were evidently expected to 
be no more than dumb dogs, even while their homes 
and their properties were put in jeopardy and the 
peace and happiness of their families endangered by 
the doings of those ** better classes," before one of 
whom they then stood. 

It is said that Isaac Wiikins, of the Borough of 
Westchester, and Colonel Frederic Philipse, of the 
Manor of Philipsborough, both of them Members of 
the General Assembly of the Colony, walked at the 
head of those who moved from the Tavern to the 
Courthouse, and who interrupted the proceedings of 
the Meeting ; and all agreed that, when the entire 
number of those new incomers had entered the 
Courtroom, without indecorously attempting to dis- 
turb the Meeting, in the slightest degree, Isaac Wii- 
kins, in behalf of those with whom he had come, 
'< declared that, as they had been unlawfully called 
'' together, and for an unlawful purpose, they did not 
"intend to contest the matter, by a Poll, which would 
*^ be tacitly acknowledging the authority that had 
** summoned them thither ; but that they had come only 
"with a design to protest against all such disorderly 
"proceedings, and to shew their detestation of allun- 
" lawful Committees and Congresses. They then fur- 
" ther declared their determined resolution to continue 
" steadfast in their allegiance to their gracious and 
" merciful Sovereign, King George the Third ; tosub- 
" mit to lawful authority ,* and to abide by and sup- 
" port the only true representatives of the People of 
"this Colony, the General Assembly." They then 
gave three cheers, and returned to Captain Hatfield's 
Tavern, "singing, as they went, with a loyal enthusi- 
" asm, the grand and animating Song of 
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God save great George, our King, 
Long live our noble King I etc." • 



After the protestants had thus peacefully left the 
Courthouse, the Meeting returned to the business 
for the transaction of which it had been convened 
and organized ; and the question was submitted, by 
the Chairman, " Whether they would appoint Depu- 
" ties for this County, to meet the Deputies of the 
" other Counties, at the City of New York, on the 
"twentieth of April instant, for the purpose of 
" electing Delegates to represent this Colony in the 
"General Congress, to be -held at Philadelphia, on 



3 There is very little difference, concerning what occurred in the 
Courtroom, in the narrative drawn up by Lewis Morris and in tliat por> 
tion of the Proteai which relates to that sulject ; and both are referred 
to, as authorities, for what has been said, in the text, relative thereto. 
Concerning what was done, elsewhere, by the protestanta, after they had 
left the Courthouse, the ProUitt is our sufficient authority. 
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" the tenth day of May next." By an unanimous 
vote, it determined to do so ; and it then appointed, 
also without opposition, Colonel Lewis Morris and 
Doctor Robert Graham — the latter a kinsman of the 
former — ^both of Westchester; Stephen Ward, of 
Eastchester; Colonel James Holmes and Jonathan 
Piatt, of Bedford; John Thomas, Junior, of Rye; 
and Samuel Drake and Philip Van Cortlandt, 
both of the Manor of Cortlandt ; a majority of 
whom was authorized to represent the County, and to 
cast the Vote of the County, in the proposed Con- 
vention. ^ 

The following Resolutions were, then, submitted 
to the Meeting ; and they were duly adopted, also 
without a dissenting voice : 
" Resolved : That the thanks of this body be 
given to the virtuous Minority of the Greneral 
Assembly of this Province, and particularly to 
" John Thomas and Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquires, 
" two of our Representatives, for their firm attach- 
" ment to and zeal, on a late occasion for the preser- 
'* vation of the union of the Colonies and the Rights 
and Liberties of America ; and that this Resolve be 
communicated, by the Chairman, to every Gentle- 
man of whom that Minority consisted. 
" Resolved : That the thanks of this country is 
due to the Delegates who composed the late Con- 
gress, for the essential services they have rendered 
" to America, in general ; and that this Resolve be 
" forthwith published." 

We are told, also, by the Chairman of the Meeting, 
that, *' after the businesH of the day was thus con- 
•* eluded, the people gave three huzzas for our gra- 
" clous Sovereign,* and dispersed, quickly, without the 
** least disorder." ' 
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1 A« Jonathan Piatt and Colonel Holmes did not accept the appoint^ 
mtmt, and as only six took their seats in the Convention, the minority 
which was neceaaary to cast the rote of the Oonnty was reduced to foar ; 
and, thus, the control of the Delegation was retained by those who went 
fh>in Westchester, Eastchester, and Rye. 

s The practice of all, at that perio4l and subsequently, on all such occa- 
sions as that referred to in the text, will sufflclently indicate to the 
reader, that the enthusiasm for the King which was displayed, as much 
by one faction as by the other, at the White Plains, on that eventful 
April day, was due quite as much to what had been drunk at the two 
Taverns, before either of those factions had gone to the Courthouse, as 
to tlie love for the King which either of them really possessed. But the 
Chairman of the Meeting kindly furnished conclusive evidence on the 
flubject, when he wrote, '* much pains, I confess, were, on that day, 
*' taken, to make temporary enthusiiists, and with other more ejrh'dara- 
" ting spirit than the spirit of loyalty."— (/.<'«'»« Morru to the Pitblick^ 
" MoRRiSAMiA, May 7, 1775.") 

Only culprits " confess " a wrong-doing ; and with this "confession " 
of one of the principal offenders, on the occasion referred to, the reader 
will be enabled to understand how small an amount of geunine patriot- 
lam there was, in such a crovrd, no matter fur whom it hurrahed ; and 
how small the price was with which that crowd had been purchased, to 
further the purposes of either "the friends of the Government" or 
those of the revolutionary faction- may he not be enabled to understand, 
also, something more of those who originated and fostered the revolu- 
tlonary spirit, in the Colonies, and something more of the metins which 
they employed, call thom what you may, than those, claiming to be 
"historians," with a very few really honorable exceptions, have hither- 
to tuld to him? 

One of the most important political movements in which New York 
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Although no action, on that subject, appears to 
have been taken by the Meeting, its master-spirit 
and Chairman, in his official capacity, appears to 
have continued the work for which the Meeting had 
been convened, completing it before he left the White 
Plains, by preparing an official narrative of the ori- 
gin of the Meeting ; of the Caucus which had '^ recom- 
" mended " it ; of its Proceedings, when convened ; 
and of its noisy loyalty to that "gracious Sove- 
'' reign ** whose recognized authority it had so boldly 
assailed. That narrative was duly published ; and, 
at the expense of repeating some matters of which 
mention has been already made, as an important 
portion of the historical literature of Westchester- 
county, a place is made for it, in this work. It was 
in the following words : 

White Plains, IN the County of Westchester 

" the 11th day of April 1775. 

"On the 28th day of March last, the following 
Gentlemen having received letters from the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the City and County of 
New- York relative to the appointment of Deputies 
for this County, met at this place for the purpose of 
devising means for taking the Sense of this County 
upon the Subject, viz : 

Col. Lewis Morris, Theodosius Barlow, Esq., * 

Thomas Hunt, William Sutton, Esq., 

Abraham Leggot, Capt. Joseph Drake, 

James Horton, Jr., Esq., James Willis, 

Stephen Ward, Benjamin Drake, 

Abraham Guion, Esq., Moses Drake, 

who having taken the Same into consideration, 
agreed to send the following notification to the 
principal freeholders in the different Towns and 
districts in the County, viz — 

" ' March 28th, 1775. 
" ' Sir. a number of gentlemen from different dis- 
'tricts in the county of Westchester having this 

* day met at the White Plains to Consider of the 
' most proper method of taking the Sense of the 

* Freeholders, of the said County, upon the Expedi- 

* ency of choosing Deputies to meet the Deputies of 

* the other Counties, for the purpose of Electing 
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has ever been engaged, was carried through Westchester-connty in 
known opposition to the great body of iU inhabitants, and in the face 
of a formal Protest of a larger numlier, by only a factional minority, in 
the interest of an aspiring politician, and while that minority was stag- 
gering under the evil influences of the New England Rum which 
had been freely dispensed, for that particular purpose. 

8 The narrative, signed by '• Lewis Morris, C7««»»-m<»M," already re- 
ferred to, has afforded a sufficient authority, for all that has been said, 
in the text, concerning the Meeting, after the protestants had left the 
Courihouse. 

4 Although the name was thus written, in the original manuscript, 
there can be no doubt that refi^rence was made to Theodosius Bartow, 
second son of the Rev. John Bartow, the fli«t Rector of the Parish of 
Westchester. Mr. Btirtow subsequently held the comfortable and profit- 
able place of a " Commissary at New Rochellc ; *' and his s^m, (subse- 
quently Rector of St. Matthew's Church, at Bedfoixl) held the profitable 
place of (iunrter-master, in the First Westcht-rter-county Regiment. 
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delegates to represent this Colony in the General 
Congress to be held at Philadelphia on the 10th of 
^' * May next, are of opinion that the best way of pro- 
** ' ceeding for that purpose, will be to have a general 
<< * Meeting of the Freeholders of the Said County. 

" * As this County is very Extensive we take the lib- 
" * erty of recommending the meeting to be held at 
'' ' the White Plains on Tuesday the llth day of April 
^' ' next at ten o'clock in the forenoon at the Court 
" * House, and therefore do desire you, to give notice 
** * of the Same to all the freeholders in your district, 
** ' without exception, as those who do not appear and 
** * vote on that day, will be presumed to acquiesce 
'* ' in the Sentiment of the majority of those who vote. 

" ' We are, Ac.' 
"The above notice having been generally given 
'* and distributed, a very numerous body of the Free- 
" holders of the County assembled at the Court 
" House at the White Plains, on this day, and chose, 
" Ool. Lewis Morris for their Chairman. 

"An inconsiderable number of Persons (among 
" whom were many tenants not entitled to a vote) with 
"Isaac Wilkins, Esq., and Col. Philipse at their 
" head, then appeared, and Mr. Wilkins in their be- 
"half as he said, declared that they would not join 
" in the business of the day or have anjrthing to 
" do with Deputies or congresses, but that they came 
"there, for the sole purpose of protesting against 
" such illegal and unconstitutional proceedings, after 
" which they departed. 

" The following Question was then put to the peo- 
" pie by the chairman, viz : 

" * Whether they would appoint Deputies for this 
" * county, to meet the Deputies of the other counties 
at the city of New York on the 20th of April in- 
stant, for the purpose of electing delegates to re- 
present this colony in the general congress tr) be 
held at Philadelphia on the 10th day of May 
" ' next.' 

" To which Question they unanimously answered 
that they would. 

" They then appointed the following eight persons, 
" or the majority of them, to be the deputies of this 
" county, for the purposes aforesaid, viz : 

" Col. LewU MorrUj John Thonufy Jr,, Esq,, 

" Stephen Wardy Jonathan Piatt, Esq,, 

" Samuel Drake, Esq,, Robert Graham, Esq., 

" Col. James Holmes, Major Philip Van Courtlandt. 

"The two following Resolves were then unani- 
mously Entered into, viz : 

" Eesolved,.ih&t the thanks of this Body be given to 
the virtuous minority of the general Assembly of 
this Province, and particularly to John Thomas and 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esqrs., two of our representa- 
tives for their firm attachment to and zeal, on a late 
occasion for the preservation of the Union of the 
Colonies and the rights and liberties of America ; 
and that this Resolve be communicated by the 
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chairman, to every gentleman of whom that min- 
ority consisted. 

" Resolved, That the thanks of this country is due 
to the delegates who composed the late congress for 
the Essential Services they have rendered to Amer- 
ica in general, and that this Resolve be forthwith 
published. 

" After the business of the day was thus concluded, 
the people gave three Huzzas for our gracious 
Sovereign and dispersed quickly ^ without the least 

disorder. 

" Lewis Morris, Chairman J* ■* 

In the proceedings of the revolutionary faction, 
after its Meeting was organized, probably because of 
a consciousness of its own relative weakness within 
the County, there was an evident attempt to appear, 
at least, to be fair and honest in whatever was said 
or done — no personalities or harsh words, of any 
kind, appear to have been used against those who en- 
tered its Meeting, and respectfully protested against 
the organization and doings and purposes of that 
Meeting ; the County, as such, was not referred to, in 
either of the two Resolutions which were adopted, 
the thanks of nothing else than those who were then 
present and voting having been voted to the minor- 
ity of the General Assembly, while an obligation then 
due to the Continental Congress, which rested on the 
entire country, if that Meeting was not misinformed, 
was simply recognized by it, without an attempt 
being made for the liquidation of even its own por- 
tion of the debt — ^it gave its thanks to the minor- 
ity of the Colonial Assembly ; but it had no thanks to 
spare for the Continental Congress ; — no attempt was 
made, then or afterwards, to exult over the results of 
the Meeting ; the narrative written by the Chairman 
of the Meeting continued that commendable courtesy ; 
and, the principal purpose of the Meeting, if not its 
only.purpose, the restoration of the Morris family to 
the political life from which it had been excluded, 
having been accomplished, the peace of the County, 
for the present, was not further disturbed ; although 
it is scarcely possible that every one continued, 
thenceforth, to regard all his neighbors with the 
same friendly feelings which had bound them togeth- 
er, during the past. 

While the Meeting at the Courthouse was thus 
quietly engaged in the continued discharge of " the 
" business of the day," those who had protested, before 
it, against the call for the Meeting as well as against 
its proposed proceedings, returned to Captain Hat- 
field's Tavern, where they were joined, during the 
afternoon, by " many of their friends ;" and " they 

1 In some of the re-prints of this paper, Uiis word is called ** quietly : " 
we have preferred to use the word which was used by the author, in the 
original rfuaiiuscript. 

* Tliis is an exact copy of the original manuscript, which was used as 
the Credentials of the Deputies and has been preserved in the Credentiah 
of DelegtUet^ Volume xxiv., Page 26, Hmtorical MannKripUi relating to tht 
War of the lieroUttion^ in the Office of the Secretary of State, at Albanr. 
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'' proceeded to draw up and sign a Declaration, which 
" they seemed to do," it is said, " with as much pat- 
'^ fiotic zeal as ever warmed the hearts of true and 
" faithful Subjects; and, afterwards, they dispersed to 
''their different habitations.^ " 

A narrative of the events was subsequently written, 
probably by Isaac Wilkins, and, with the Declaration 
aflSxed, it was printed in the newspapers of the day, 
where, from that day to this, they have remained, 
serving as authorities in the history of that period. 
The narrative and the Declaration are in these words : 

" Couniy of Westchester, April 13, 1775. 
" Mr. Rivington, 

Be pleased to insert the following, and you will 
" oblige a number of your Friends and Subscribers : 

ON Thursday the 11th inst. a very respectable num- 
ber of freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Westchester, assembled at the White Plains, in 
the said County, agreeable to notice given, that 
their sentiments might be known concerning the 
choice of a committee, to meet other committees in 
the city of New- York, for the purpose of choosing 
delegates to represent this colony in the next Con- 
tinental Congress. 

" The friends to order and government met at the 
house of Captain Hatfield. Those who were for 
a committee, put up at another public house in 
the town. About 12 o'clock word was brought to 
the gentlemen at Captain Hatfield's that the oppo- 
site party had already entered upon the business' of 
the day. Upon which they immediately walked 
down to the Courthouse, although not half of their 
friends who were expected, had yet appeared ; where 
they found the other company collected in a body. 
The numbers on each side seemed to be nearly 
equal, and both together might amount to 200, or 
at most 250. The friends to government then de- 
clared, that as they had been uhlawfuUy called to- 
gether, and for an unlawful purpose, they did not 
intend to contest the matter with them by a poll, 
which would be tacitly acknowledging the author- 
ity that had summoned them thither ; but that they 
came only with a design to protest against all 
such disorderly proceedings, and to shew their de- 
testation of all unlawful committees and con- 
gresses. They then declared their determined 
resolution to continue st«dfast in their allegiance to 
their gracious and merciful sovereign King George 
the Third — to submit to lawful authoritv, and to 
abide by and support the only true representatives 
of the people of this colony, the General Assembly. 
Then giving three huzzas, they returned to Captain 
Hatfield's, singing ns they went, with loyal enthusi- 
asm, the good and animating song of, 



u 
a 

It 

It 
ti 
II 
(t 
II 
it 

ti 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 
It 
It 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
ti 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
(I 
tt 



1 Thf D^larationhere referred to, fomifl a portion of the Proleti which is 
published, in f\ill, on this page, below, and on page 73 post., and the 
reader is leferred to it, in that ] lace. 
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God save great George our King, 
Long live our noble King, &c.' 
" At their return, finding that many of their friends 
had arrived during their absence, and that many 
still kept coming in, they proceeded to draw up, and 
sign the following declaration, which they seemed to 
do with as much patriotic zeal, as ever warmed the 
hearts of true and faithful subjects, and afterwards 
dispersed to their different habitations. 

* TTT^ the subscribers, freeholders and inhabitants 

Y V of the county of Westchester, having assem- 
' bled at the White Plains, in consequence of certain 

* advertisements, do now declare, that we met here to 
' express our honest abhorrence of all unlawful con- 
' greases and committees, and that we are determined 
' at the hazard of our lives and properties, to sup- 
' port the King and Constitution, and that we ac- 
' knowledge no representatives but the General 
' Assembly, to whose wisdom and integrity we sub- 
' mit the guardianship of our rights and privileges. 

* Frederick Philipse, Jacob Post, 

' Isaac Wilkins, Joseph Gidney, 

' Samuel Seabary, James Baxter, 

* Luke Babcock, John Hart, 

* Jonathan Fowler, Judge, Cornelius Loaee, 

* Caleb Fowler, Judge, Jesse Park, 
'Jonathan P. Horton, Esq ; Roger Purdy, jun. 

* William Sutton, Esq. ; Gilbert Pugsley, 

' Daniel Oakly, Esq. ; Abraham Leadeau, 

' Beojamin Fowler, Esq. ; Benjamin Brown, 

* William Davids, Esq. ; Isaac Keed, 
' William Anderson, Esq. ; Aaron Buis, 

< William Barker, Esq. ; Moses Weymen, 
' Capt. Abra. HatfieldjEsq.; Israel Underbill, 
' Natha Underhill, Mayor, John Baisley, 
' George Corn well, Esq. ; David Oakley, jun. 

Isaac Smith, 
John Hyatt, 
Hezekiah Cudney, 
Abraham Odell, 
Thomas Lawrence, 
John Seyson, 
Jeremiah Travis, 
Griffen Corey, 
Isaa Forsheu, 
Gabriel Requeaw, 
Samuel Webb, 
Benjamin Downing. 



' Philip Pell, Esq. ; 
' Joshua Pell, 

* James Pell, 
< Edward Pell, 
' John Hunt, 

* Gilbert Horton, 

* Adrian Leforge, 

* Joshua Gidney, 
'Jonathan Gidney, 
' Lieut. Jonathan Purdy, 
' Solomon Gidney, 
'Joseph Bude, 
'James Whetmore, 
'Moses Williams, 
'John Haight, 

' Isaac Brown, 
' Philip Kelly, 
'James Hains, 
'Joseph Hains, Jun. 
' James Hains, Jun. 
' Matthew Hains, 
' Bartholomew Hains, 
' Gilbert Hains, 
'John Hains, 



Gabriel Archer, 
Ellas Seoord, 
Thomas Veal, 
James Pierce, 
Edward Bugbe, 
David Haight, 
Sylvanus Lyon, 
Daniel Haight, 
John Williams, 
Joseph Purdy, 
Ezekiel Halstead, 
John Hunt, jun. 
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Elijah Hains, 


Isaac Purdy, 
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Lieut. Solomon Fowler, 


Elijah Purdy, 


a t 


Isaac Williams, 


Abraham Losee, 
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John M'(}ollumi 


Isaac Tomkins, 
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Joseph Clark, 


William Grey, 
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Joseph Oakly, 


Nathaniel Merit, 
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> Caleb Ferris, 


Joseph Paldlng, 
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Capt. Beiyamin Gri£fen, 


Hendricus Storm, 
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Capt. Joshua Purdj, 


Francis Secord, 


U < 


James Molt, 


John Parker, 


4< < 


Lieut. William Laensberrj, Gilbert Hatfield, 
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Lieut. Samuel Purdy, 


Gabriel Purdy, 
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John Ruflin, 


Alexander Haines, 
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Nathan Osbom, 


Benjamin Ogden, 
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Philemon Halstead, 


Thomas Meritt, 
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Daniel Purdy, 


Gilbert Bates, 
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John Crab, 


John Gidney, 
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Izariah Whetmore, 


Stephen Arnode, 
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Capt. Absolom Gidney, 


Israel Secord, 
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Dayid Haight, 


John Arnode, 
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John Brown, 


Dayid Purdy, 
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Jasper Stivers, 


David Belcher, 
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Peter M*Farthing, 


Jordan Downing, 
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Joshua Purdy, jun. 


Levi Devoe, 
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Haocaliah Purdy, jun. 


Abraham Acker, 
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James Tomkins, 


Com. Van Tassell, 


tt t 


Michael Chatterton, 


Elisha Merit, 


tt i 


' Elnathan Taylor, 


Jacob Schureman, 


tt t 


Gilbert Theal, 


Joseph Appleby, 


tl 4 


William Saxen, 


John Tomkins, jun. 


ti 1 


Thomas Champenirs, 


Job Hadden, jun. 


tt i 


John Champenirs, 


Patrick Carey, 


tl I 


William Griffin, 


James Hart, 


tt < 


' Isaac Gidney, 


Gilbert Ward, 


(t < 


' John Bates, 


Monmouth Hart, 


(i t 


Joseph Haviland, 


William Dunlap, 


tl 1 


Eleazer Hart, 


Joshua Ferris, 


• ( ^ 


Timothy Whetmore, 


Timothy Purdy, 


It t 


' Jsmes Hunt, 


James Maguire, 


It 


' Joseph Parker, 


James Regnaw, 


tt 


' Joshua Barns, 


Daniel Shadin, 


tl t 


Joseph Purdy, 


Samuel Purdy, 


*t i 


John Paik, 


Sylvan us Purdy, 


*i 


• Samuel Purdy, 


William Dalton, 
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' Gilbert Purdy, 


David Davids, 


tt 


' James Chatterton, 


El^ah Purdy, jun. 


tt 1 


'John Busenburgh, 


Elijah Tomkins, 


tt i 


Thomas Cromwell, 


Daniel Jerow, 


tt i 


Solomon Horton, 


Charles Lawrence, 


(1 ( 


■ Peter Busing, 


Joseph Purdy, jun. 


(« 


* Peter Busing, jnn. 


James Sniffen, jun. 


t< 1 


'James Kniffen, 


Thomas Valentine, 


tl 


' Nathaniel Underbill, jun 


. Gilbert Valentine, 


(( 


' Philip Fowler, 


Abraham Rich, 


(t 


*John M* Farthing, 


Andrew Gerow, 


i( 


> John Tomkins, 


Gilbert Hunter, 


t( 


'Joseph Hart, 


Lieut. Peter Bonet, 


tl 


* Samuel Sneden, 


Isaac Merit, 


ii 


' Peter Fashee, 


Edward Merit, 


tt 


* Jesse Lawrence, 


John Gale, 


tl 


• William Sneden, 


John Smith, 
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Lieut. Daniel Knap, 
Solomon Dean, 
Charles Vincent, sen. 
Lieut Thomas Hyat, 
James Gidney, 
William Woodward, 
Jonathan Budd, 
John Whetmore, 
William Underbill, 
Thomas Brown, 
Lieut. Isaac Gidney, 
Nehemiah Tomkins, 
Henry Leforge, 
Evert Brown, 
Benjamin Beyea, 
Bartholomew Gidney, 
Josiah Brown, 
Seth Purdy, 
Peter Huggeford, 
Jacob Gidney, 
John Loce, 
Elnathan Appleby, 
John Baker, 
Jonathan Underhill, 
James M 'Chain, 
Beigamin Seaoord, 
Joshua Hunt, 
Betts Chatterdon, 
William Landrine, 
Enoch Hunt, 
Peter Corne, 
Dennis Kennedy, 
James Hains, 
Andrew Bainton, 
Hezekiah Simmons, 
Nathaniel Tomkins, 
Caleb Archer, 
Benjamin Bugbee, 
Francis Purdy, 
William Odell, 
Israel Hunt, 
Thomas Tomkins, 
Frederick Underhill, 
Peter Post, 
Benjamin M'Cord, 
John Williams, 
John Ackerman, 
Peter Rusting, 
Thomas Barker, 
Jeremiah Hunter 
Abraham Storm, 
Peter Jenning, 



Roger Purdy, 
James Hart, jun. 
Jonathan Purdy, jun. 
Monmouth Hart, jun. 
Christopher Purdy, ^ 
Gabriel Purdy, 
Edward Merit, jun. 
Elijah Miller, 
Henry Disborough, 
Benjamin Hunt, 
Elnathan Hunt, 
William Van Wart, 
Abraham Storm, 
Thomas Berry, 
Lancaster Underhill, 
Charles Merit, 
Benjamin Underhill, 
Benjamin Griffin, jun. 
Jeremiah Coon, 
John Hall, 
James Angevine, 
Jacob Coon, 

Jeremiah Anderson, jun. 
Gilbert Williams, 
William Barker, jun. 
Gideon Arden, 
WilUam Field, 
Joseph Purdy, 
George Storm, 
Jacob Vermiller, 
Samuel Heusted, 
Bartow Underbill,. 
Lieut. John Warner, 
Nathaniel Purdy, 
Isaac Ben net, 
Samuel Baker, 
John Cornwell, 
John Storm, 
Andrew Fowler, 
Joshua Secord, 
George French, 
John Underhill, 
Caleb Gidney, 
William Underhill, jun. 
James Hill, 
William Watkins, 
John Rustin, 
Richard Baker, 
William Ascough, 
Bishop Heustice, 
James Miller, 
Phineas Hunt.' 



''The following persons, not being able to attend at 
the Plains, requested by their Friends that their 
names might be added to the list of protestors, viz.: 



John Hunt, Esq., 
Philip Palmer, Esq., 
John Hitchcock, 



Jeremiah Hitchcock, 
William Bond, 
Joseph Bond. 



'* The foregoing account is strictly true, as can be 
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proven by the testimony (or if necessary by the affi- 
davits) of a number of persons, of the most unques- 
tionable character in this county. What then must 
we think of such persons as have propagated a report, 
that the friends of government were upon this occa- 
sion out-numbered 5 to 1, and that many of the 
persons whose names were subscribed to the fore- 
going Declaration, were not on that day present at 
the White Plains? They must be conscious to 
themselves, that they have spread abroad a falsehood, 
and they are hereby called upon if they dare to set 
their names to those assertions. 
** In what manner those Gentlemen who chose the 
Committee at the Plains proceeded, we cannot posi- 
tively say : But this we can declare with truth, that 
we do not believe they can produce to the public 
the names of an hundred and fifty persons who 
voted for a Committee that day, and we are verily 
persuaded that they did their utmost to make their 
party as numerous as possible. How then can they 
justify their choice of a Committee? Or how can 
they presume to impose upon the world, and to 
insult the loyal county of Westchester, in so bare- 
faced a manner ? 

** It is well-known here, that two-thirds at least of 
the inhabitants of this county, are friends to order 
and government, and opposed to Committees and all 
unlawful combinations ^ ; and it will be made ap- 
parent to the world, that they are so, as soon as 
certain resolves now signing freely by the people, 
shall be ready for publication. — And one principal 
reason why the friends to government did not assem- 
ble in greater numbers than they did on Tuesday 
last, was, that many of them had already, by sign- 
ing those resolves, testified their loyalty to the 
King, their attachment to the constitution, their 
enmity to Committed', and their acquiescence in the 
prudent measures taken by their Assembly in the 
late session, for accommodating the unhappy difier- 
ences between the mother country and the colonies ; 
and consequently thought they had already done 
their duty.'' 

" The Committee that was chosen, may, with some 
kind of propriety, be said to represent those partic- 
ular persons who chose them : But how they can 
be denominated the representatives of the County 
of Westchester, who in general abhor Committees 
and Committee-men ; and are determined to take 
no steps that may have the least tendency to lead 
them into Rebellion, we cannot conceive. Certainly 
the friends to government who were collected at 
Captain Hatfield's, had a better right, from their 



1 Vide pages 40, 42, ant«. 

•The "RKSOLVRg," referred to in the text, are undoubtedly thtjee 
which were re-produced on page 43, ante. They originated in 
Ducheas-county, which, at that time, extended, southward, to West- 
chester-county ; and it is understood that they were widely circulated 
throughout the former County, and, to a considcraMo extent, through- 
out Wectchcster-county. 



" number, to determine that there should be no Com- 
" mittee, than the opposite party had to appoint one, 
" and might with much greater propriety be said to 
'' shew the sense of the county, than the few who 
*^ acted without authority, and in direct opposition to 
''government, and to the determinations of our worthy 
''Assembly. And we doubt not but the impartial 
" public will consider the matter in this light, and 
" not esteem the act of a few individuals, unlawfully 
" assembled, as the act (which it most assuredly is 
" not) of the very respectable ^ populous and loyal coun- 
" ty of Westchestek." ' 

The promoters of the Meeting were evidently only 
a minority of those present, at the Courthouse, on 
that memorable eleventh of April ; and it is equally 
evident that if those who were opposed to them had 
pursued a different line of conduct and had joined 
issue with them, on the main question, the weight of 
the County would have been emphatically cast on 
the side of the conservatives, and in opposition to 
the election of Delegates to the proposed Convention. 
But the majority, very correctly, considered that 
were it to assert its undoubted power, within the 
Meeting, and to participate in the proceedings of that 
Meeting, no matter for what pupose, it would be a 
tacit acknowledgment of the authority to do so, of 
those who had called the Meeting ; and it confined 
itself, therefore, to simply protesting against the en- 
tire proceedings, as disorderly and revolutionary, 
without appearing to have remembered that political 
revolutions never move backward, voluntarily ; and 
that there was not the slightest reason for supposing 
that, in that particular instance, in the absence of all 
restraint, there would be an exception to that general 
law. Whether the majority, in that instance, acted 
wisely or unwisely, is a question which the reader 
must determine for himself: it is not, in the slightest 
degree, probable, however, that the great movement 
which was then in progress, and which ended only in 
the entire separation of the thirteen Colonies from 
the Mother Country, was either assisted or obstructed, 
in the slightest degree, by that peculiar opposition, 
from the conservative yeomanry of Westchester- 
county. 

The Provincial Convention duly assembled at the 
Exchange, in the City of New York, on the twentieth 
of April, 1776, the Counties of New York, Albany, 
Ulster, Grange, Wef<tchester, Duchess, Kings, Suffolk, 
and two Towns in Queens, being, more or less, repre- 
sented by Delegates—of the Delegation which had 

3 This very important paper was ptihllsht-d in Niringtou'n Xeic-York 
(iazHtea; No. 106, N«w-York, Thursday, April 2^, 1775, and, in Gaine's 
}keic-York (iazetta : and the WeekJ if Mercury, No. 1227, New-York, Moii> 
day.Aprll 17th, 1775. 

The entire paper, including the idgnaturee, as they appear in the text, 
was very rarefuUy copied from the original publication, in HUrington'* 
Xetr-York (iazetteer, already referred to. 

Thoee who are Aimiliar with the history of Westchestor-county will 
recognize, among the signers to this ProteM, members of a great number 
of the leading families of that ancient County. 
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been elected by the Meeting at the White Plains, all 
were present, except Colonel James Holmes and 
Jonathan Piatt. 

After spending nearly two days in the adjustment 
of its, sometimes,^ very qnestionable membership,^ 
Isaac Low and John Haring, who had been members 
of the preceding Congress, having declined re-elec- 
tions, the Convention adopted a Resolution re-elect- 
ing Philip Livingston, James Duane, John Jay, and 
John Alsop, all of the City of New York ; Simon 
Boerum, of Kings- county ; William Floyd, of Suffolk ; 
and Henry Wisner, of Orange-county ; all of whom 
had been Members of that Congress ; and added to 
them, Colonel Philip Schuyler, of Albany-county ; 
CJeorge Clinton, of Ulster-county; Colonel Lewis Mor- 
ris, ot Westchester-county ; Robert R. Livingston, 
Junior, of Duchess county ; and Francis Lewis, of the 
Oity of New York ; as Delegates from the (^olony of 
New York to the second Congress of the Continent ; 
and, on Saturday, the twenty -second of April, after 
the Credentials of the Delegates-elect had been signed 
by every member of the Convention,' that body hav- 
ing been called for the single purpose of electing 
Delegates to the Congress, it was adjourned, sine 
die,* 

The movement of the Royal troops from Boston to 
Concord ; the reckless slaughter of unresisting Colo- 
nists who had assembled on the Green, at Lexington, 



1 Among the rery paltry QredentidU which were generally presented 
by thoae who aspired to seats in that Ck>nyention, those which were pre- 
sented by Robert R. Livingston, Junior, Elgbert Benson, and Morris 
Graham— the latter a kinsman of the Morrises of Morrisania— were de- 
cidedly the shabbiest. Through them, however, a Livingston and a 
Benson crept into place and authority. 

*The peculiar words with which those Credentials closed, very clearly 
indicate the political status of the Colony, at the date of that Convention. 
They were these . . . "were unanimously elected Delegates to represent 
** this Colony at such Congress, with full power to them or any five of 
*' them, to meet the Delegates from the other Colonies and to concert 
** and determine upon such measures as shall be Judged most eifectual 
"for the preservation and re-establishment of American Rights and 
** Privileges, and for the restoration of harmony between Great Britain 
"and the Colonies."- {JoHntal of the Conveniion^ ** Die Sabatti, 11 bora 
" a. m. April, 22nd, 1776.") 

* The Journal of this, the first. Provincial Corivention of the Colony, 
WHS ** printed in pursuance of a Resolution of the Legislature," in 1842 ; 
and it has been our authority, in whatever has been stated, in the text, 
concerning that body. 

See, also, deLanceys' Notes to Jones'a Hintory of Nete York during the 
Bevobttionary War, 1., 480, 487 ; Pitkin's Hintonf of the VuUed States, i., 
325; Hildreth*s Hutory of the i'niud SUites, First Series, ill., 72 ; etc. 

Judge Jones, {Hvtory of New York, i., 38, 30,) strangely supposed the 
Members to the Congress were elected by the several Counties - those 
fktrni the City of New York, at that promiscuous mass Meeting, at the 
Exchange of which an account has been already presented. Bancroft, 
with all the authorities before him. {HiMtory of the United States, original 
edition, vi., 283 ; the same, centenary edition, iv., 613,) made all " the ru- 
" ral Counties," without exception, "cooperate with the City," in elect- 
ing the Deputies, although Richmond, all of Queens except two Towns, 
Tyron, Cumberland and Charlotte-6ounties, made no pretension so send 
Deputies. He said, also, that all the members of the former Congress, 
''except the luke-warm Isaac Ijow," were re-elected : both Isaac Low 
and John Haring, both of them members of that Congress, declined re- 
elections, notwithstanding the Convention desired to return them. 
Loosing, ( Pield-Book of the Heeolntion, ) appears to have regarded the action 
of New York, concerning the second Congress, as too insignificant to be 
worthy of even a passing allusion. ' 



and of those who were retiring from that place ; * the 
destruction of the Provincial stores, at Concord ; the 
collision of the raiders with the excited Colonists, 
while on their retreat, from Concord to Boston ; the 
disastrous result of that retreat ; the intense excite- 
ment into which the entire Continent was consequent- 
ly plunged ; the entire disregard of the Royal author- 
ity, in the City of New York, which immediately 
followed ; the temporary fortification of the pass, at 
Kingsbridge ; and the control, within the City, which 
the Committee of Inspection necessarily assumed, are, 
all of them, matters of history, known to all intelli- 
gent persons, and need not be repeated, in thi» 
place. 

The intelligence of that commencement of military 
operations, in the field, was received in the City of 
New York, on Sunday, the twenty-third *of April ; * 
and, at a Meeting of the Committee of Inspection, on 
the following Wednesday, that body« -among other 
proceedings, resolved that ** this Committee is further 
'* unanimously of opinion, that, at the present alarm* 
" ing juncture, it is highly advisable that a Provincial 
'' Congress be immediately summoned ; and that it be 
" recommended to the Freeholders and Freemen of 
" this City and County, to choose, at the same time 
"that they vote for the new Committee aforesaid,* 
*' twenty Deputies to represent them at the said Con- 
" gress ; and that a Letter be forthwith prepared and 
" despatched to all the Counties, requesting them to 
" unite with us in forming a Provincial Congress, and 
" to appoint their Deputies without delay, to meet at 
" New York, on Monday, the twenty-second of May 
« next" ' 



4 Notwithstanding the unaccountable display of armed men, on the- 
Qreen, nn attempt whatever was made, by any of them, to oppose the 
march of the Boyal Troops ; and when they were ordered to disperse, 
they did disperse, all of them seeking safety in running away, as fast 
as they could go. While they were thus running away, the Boyal 
troops opened a fire on them, with the result which is known to the 
world. It is positively and authoritatively stated, that, with the ex- 
ception, the only exception, of one, who, when " he was at some 
"distance" — out of harm's way — ^turned and "gave them the guts 
"of his gun," not a single gun was fired by the Colonists. Those 
curious to learn more on that subject — ^that " Battle " in which one of 
the parties did all the firing, and the other all the RtrxMiMG— may find 
the testimony in Dawson's BatOes of the United States by Sea amd Lamd^ 
Article " Lkxtngton and Concord ; " Force's American ArehiveSf 
Fourth Series, ii., 489-601 ; etc. 

ft The most graphic account of the proceedings, in the City of New> 
York, on that memorable Sunday, as far as we have knowledge of the 
subject, is that presented by Judge Jones, In his History of New York 
during the Revolutionary War, (i., 3&-41.) 

* The Committee of Inspection had recommended the dissolution of 
that Committee, because it was invested with powers respecting only the 
" Association " of the Continental Congress ; and it had also recom- 
mended the election of a new Committee of one hundred persons, thirty- 
three of whom should be a quorum, all of whom should retire and the 
Committee be " dissolved within a fortnight next after the end of the 
"next Session of the Continental Congress." 

The "Committee of One hundred," which was thus called, subse- 
quently became the local Committee of the Bevolntionary element, in 
the City of New York, and well known to every student of the history 
of that period. 

T Minutes of the Committee of Inspection, "Wednesilay, April 26, 
" 1775.'^ 
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Inasmuch as the City and, to a considerable extent, 
the Colony were practically in a state of anarchy, the 
Colonial Government being confessedly unable to do 
anything, even for the maintenance of a shadow of its 
official dignity and authority/ the calmness and 
ability with which the Committee controlled the ex- 
citable masses, within the City — ^those who had been 
schooled, for many years, in acts of lawless violence 
and destruction, and whose organization and leader- 
ship had not been disturbed, — were peculiarly note- 
worthy and entitled to the highest praise ; and, under 
the circumstances which then existed, which clearly 
indicated that the Colonial General Assembly would 
not re-assemble on the third of May, to which day it 
had adjourned, there was an existing necessity that 
some other body, possessing a general influence, 
should be dissembled, in its stead, for the control of 
the excited revolutionary elements, if not to lead 
them ; and the. call for a Provincial Congress, thus 
published, was, therefore, under the existing circum- 
stances, both prudent and praiseworthy. 

It is proper, however, that notice should be taken, 
in this connection, of the fact that, during the entire 
period preceding the publication of that call for a 
Provincial Congress, there had been a wholesome fear, 
among all classes, unless the most radical and reck- 
less, that such a body, called and organized without 
warrant in law and liable to become controlled by 
those who would be inclined to resort to the most 
violent measures, notwithstanding the pretensions and 
professions of those who promoted the call for such 
a body, would soon become more oppressive than the 
Colonial Government, administered agreeably to law, 
by the legally constituted officers, had ever been or 
could thenceforth become. They referred, especially, 
in support of their fears, to the Colony of South 
Carolina, where such a Congress had superseded the 
Colonial Legislature ; and they called attention to the 

* Judge Jonefl, who was on the Bench of the Supreme Court of the 
Colony, said that a meeting of His Mi^esty's Council was held at Lleu- 
tenaut-goyemor Colden's houae, on the afternoon of that Sunday which 
has been made memorable, in history ; and that the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the Colony, the Attorney -general of the Colony, the 
M lyor and Becorder of the City, and the Field-officers of the City MllitiA, 
were present, on invitation. " The Governor desired their advice in the 
*< then critical situation of aflhirs. Several things were mentioned, pro- 
*' posed, agitated, and talked of, but to little purpose. A Judge of the 
"Supreme Court,*' [Thomat Jone$f who wrote this tUUement^] "then 
"present, boldly proposed that tlie Militia should be called out, the 
" Biot Act read, and if the mob did not thereupon diqwrse, to apprehend 
** and imprison the ringleaders, and by such coercive means to secure 
* * the peace of the City. This proposal was instantly opposed by William 
" Smith, one of his Migesty's Council, who openly declared ' that the 
' ' ' ferment which then raged in the City was general and not confined to 
** ' a few ; that it was owing to a design in the British Ministry to en- 
" 'slave the Colonies, and to carry such design into execution by dint of 
" *a military force ; that the Battle of Lexing^n was looked upon as 
" ' a prelude tu such intention ; and that the spirit then prevailing in 
" ' the Town (which he represented as universal) would subside as soon 
" ' as the grievances of the people were redressed ; and advised to let 
" 'the populace act as they pleased' — Nobody replied, the times were 
" critical, a declaratiijn of one's sentiments might be dangerous, the 
" Council broke uft and nothing was done." — {HMory of Xeic York 
during the Revolutionary War, i. 41 .) 



fact that, there, the entire machinery of the Colonial 
Government had been stopped ; the Courts had been 
closed ; and decrees of the most oppressive character 
had been enacted ; and these, not by the Colonial 
Grovernment nor by those who were peculiarly sup- 
porters of the authority of the King, but by those who 
had assumed to lead the popular movement, who had 
utilized the project of a Provincial Convention or 
Congress as a more powerful instrumentality for the 
acquirement of authority which they had not previ- 
ously possessed, for the establishment of systems of 
government which were neither practical nor usefiil, 
and for the gratification of malice and revenge, be- 
twe^i individuals and communities, all of them done, 
too, in the name of " Liberty " and the " Bights of the 
" Colonies," with violent denunciations of tyranfty and 
official oppression, per 9e, and with solemn appeals to 
Heaven, as guaranties of the self-assumed righteous- 
ness and of the good intentions of the self-constituted 
and lawless oppressors.* Reference was also made to 
other instances, in other Colonies, in which the rev- 
olutionary elements, regardless of all law, human or 
divine, and governed only by their own unbridled 
wills and for their own individual purposes, had be- 
come more oppressive than those Colonial Govern- 
ments had been, against whom the full force of the 
revolutionary opposition had been so noisily hurled ; 
and it was peculiarly noticeable, in the greater number, 
if not in all, such instances, that the most violent and 
lawless of those who were most reckless of the rightu 
of Individuals, were those demagogues who, previously 
to the uprising, had been most unmindful of the com- 
plaints of the masses — those of the "poor reptiles " of 
their estimates — and most sycophantic in their zeal 
for the promotion of the pretensions of the Colonial 
and Home Governments. 
That serious distrust, among thoughtful men, to 

1 The Provincial Congress of South Carolina assembled at Chasleston, 
on Wednesday, the eleventh of January, 1775, and adjourned on Tues- 
day, the seventeenth of the same month. Besides approving the doings 
of the Continental Congress, It forbade the commencement of any 
Action for Debt, and the prosecution of any such Action as had been 
commenced since the preceding September, unless with the consent of 
the Committee of the Parish in which the Defendant resided; "that 
" Seizures and Sales upon Mortgages should be considered on the sanie 
" footing as Actions for Debts ; " " that no Summons should be issued 
"by any Magistrate, in small and mean Causes, without the like oon- 
** sent of the Parish Committee ; " that " compensation should be made 
" by those who raise articles which may be exported" [which^ agreealtif 
to th« Association of the Coutiuental Congre^h^ wtu only Biee] " to tboee 
" who cannot raise such articles, for the losses which they may sustain 
"by not exporting the commodities they raise,'* " that if the Exportation 
** of Bice should be continued " [under the exception^ in it* favor^ which the 
0>ntinent(U Chu^reat had made] "one-third of the Bice made in the 
" Colony should be deposited in the hands of Committees " appointed to 
receive it, for the public use, at prices named by the Congress, and pay- 
able in the paper currency of the Colony , which was depreciated to seven 
for one of specie ; and other decrees of the most oppressive characters. 

Descriptions of that Provincial Congress and of its remarkable methods 
and st.ll more remarkable doings, may be seen in Bamsay's History of tka 
Herolution in South CVtro/iiia, i., 23-25 ; Drayton's Memoirs of the Amerir 
can lierolutiou a* relating to South Carolina^ 1., 166-180 ; etc. 

See, also, Jottrwd of the Congretm^ re-printed in Force's ^merieon 
Archireit, Fourth Series, i., 1109-1118. 
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which reference has been made in connection with 
the call for a Provincial Congress, was greatly 
strengthened, immediately after the receipt of the in- 
telligence of the military expedition to Concord, and 
in the midst of the intense, excitement which then 
prevailed throughout the City, by the inroad into the 
County of Westchester and the City of New York, of 
a large number of men, from Connecticut, who had 
come on their own motion, unsolicited by any one in 
New York or elsewhere ; without the slightest author- 
ity from the Government of their own Colony ; and, 
evidently, bent on nothing else than to be present to 
share in the distribution of the booty which an evi- 
dently expected general overturning of the homes 
and the business-offices and warehouses of that City 
would have placed within their reach. They lived, 
on their way through Westchester-county as well as 
while they were within the City, entirely on their 
wits and on the products of their wits, professing to 
have come only ** with a view of aiding and assisting 
** us in preparing for our defense ;" but their reckless 
arrogance and audacity, in their assumption of 
authority in local affairs as well as in other matters, 
in which they were evidently sustained by some of 
the more desperate of the leaders of the revolutionary 
faction, in the City of New York, which were made 
matters of record, had they not been only earlier 
specimens of the peculiarly " New England ideas " 
which, subsequently, became so common and so 
well known, would have been regarded, by those of 
later periods, as unaccountable, if not impossible/ 
Thoughtful men, therefore, had abundant reason for 
reflection ; and men of property needed to provide 
for the security of their possessions; and peaceful 
men and heads of families did well, when they sought 
shelter in distant parts of the country, while there 
were so many and such portentous warnings of the 
ills which were so evidently and so rapidly approach- 
ing. 

The excitement and bitterness of factional strife, 
not always of a purely political character, with which 
the City of New York had been unceasingly afflicted, 
during several years preceding the period now under 
consideration, had tended to the serious disturbance 
of the individual and social relations of many of those 
who lived in that City ; and the political annals of 
that period afford ample testimony to the fact that 
terrorism, there, one of the reasonable results of the 
existing excitement, was prevalent, audacious, and 
unchecked by those in authority. The County of 
Westchester, in her rural contentment, as has been 
seen in other portions of this narrative, had contin- 
ued, during the entire period of that earlier revolu- 
tionary era, in the City of New York, to enjoy peace 
and good-will among her inhabitant&i ; but the Meet- 
ing at the White Plains, on the eleventh of April, 

I Broce«ding§ of the OommiUee of Oiu hundred^ Adjourned Meeting, May 
3, 1775 ; Leaie'i Memoir o/ GenmU John Lamb, 103 ; etc. 



and the military Expedition to Concord, on the nine- 
teenth of that month, with their respective trains of 
discord and malevolence, appear to have rapidly dis- 
turbed that quiet and neighborly feeling which had 
previously prevailed, and to have originated that 
reign of terror, throughout that County, which, sub- 
sequently, distinguished it so highly in the annals of 
partisan strife. History has recorded two notable 
instances of that rapidly developed, so called, " pub- 
''lie opinion,'* among the new-bom and, consequently, 
unnaturally zealous " fire-eaters" of that ancient and 
orderly County ; and they may properly find atten- 
tion, at this time, not only as portions of the history 
of Westchester-county, during the era of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, but as instances of the dangers which 
attend an unchecked zeal, even when exercised in 
behalf of what may be regarded as purely commend- 
able purposes. 

The first of these acts of terrorism, exercised by 
the rampant revolutionary elements in Westchester- 
county, was that in the case of Jonathan Fowler and 
George Comwell, two respectable residents of the 
County, both of whom had signed the Dedaraiion 
and Protest^ at the White Plains, on the eleventh of 
April, as well as the Resolves which were referred to, 
in that Declaration and Protest^ both of whom were 
compelled by that, so called, '' public opinion," to pub- 
lish a recantation of their evidently well-considered 
political opinions, which was done in the following 
words, carefully copied from the original publication, in 
Gaine's NeuhYork QazeUe : and the Weekly Mercury^ 
No. 1229, New-Yobk, Monday, May 1, 1775 : 

" To THE Printee. 

''TTTE the subscribers do hereby make this 
YY public Declaration, That whereas we 
and several others in Westchester-County, having 
signed a certain Number of Resolves, which at the 
Time of our said signing, we deemed Constitutional, 
and as having a Tendency to promote the Interest 
of our Country ; but since, upon mature Delibera- 
tion, and more full Knowledge of the Matter, find 
not only injurious to our present Cause, but like- 
wise offensive to our Fellow Colonists. We do 
therefore thus publicly testify our Abhorrence of 
the same, and declare ourselves Friends to the Colo- 
nies, and ever ready cheerfully to exert ourselves 
in the Defence and Preservation of the same. 

" Jonathan Fowler, Esq. 
" George Cornwell, Esq. 
" 29th April, 1775." 

As both the signers of that recantation were evi- 
dently intelligent men, one of them having been, at 
that time, one of the Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas of the County, it is not probable that they had 
signed those Resolves — no mention having been made 
of the Declaration and Protest — without having under- 
stood the effect of their action on " the common cause ;'' 
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and the offence which they had given to their neigh- 
bors, or to such of them as could inflict injury on 
them or on their property, was clearly the cause 
which produced their recantation. 

The second of those acts of terrorism, to which ref- 
•erence has been made, was that in the case of Isaac 
Wilkins, that leading Member of the General Assem- 
bly of the Colony, in its contest with the Home Gov- 
ernment; that very able "A. W. Farmer "who, 
with his pen, had aroused so much indignation ; and 
that spokesman of the protestants, at the Meeting at 
the White Plains, with whom the reader is well ac- 
quainted. That gentleman, in order to secure his 
personal safety, was compelled to abandon his home 
And family, and to tnke refuge in England. On the 
eve of his departure, while he was in the City of New 
York, he wrote the following touching address to his 
•countrymen, which has been carefully copied from 
Rieington'% New- York Qazetteer, No. 108, New-York, 
Thursday, May 11, 1775 : 

""My Countrymex: 

^* Before I leave America, the land I love, and in 
*^ which is contained everything that is valuable and 
*'' dear to me, my wife, my children, my friends, and 
"^^ property; permit me to make a short and faithful 
" declaration, which I am induced to do neither 
''through fear, nor a consciousness of having acted 
*' wrong. An honest man, and a Christian, hath noth- 
''^ iug to apprehend from this world. God is my judge, 
'' and God is my witness, that all I have done, written, 
*' or said, in relation to the present unnatural dispute 
'' between Great Britain and her Colonies, proceeded 
*^ from an honest intention of serving my country. 
''Her welfare and prosperity were the objects towards 
*^ which all my endeavours have been directed. They 
*^ are still the sacred objects which I shall ever stead- 
'' ily and invariably keep in view : And when in 
England, all the influence that so inconsiderable 
a man as I am, can have, shall be exerted in her 
" behalf. 
'' It has been my constant maxim through life, to 
do my duty conscientiously, and to trust the issue of 
my actions to the Almighty. — May that God in 
*^ whose hands are all events, speedily restore peace 
" and liberty to my unhappy country. May Great- 
*^ Britain and America be soon united in the bands of 
everlasting amity : and when united, may they con- 
tinue a free, a virtuous, and happy nation to the 
"*' end of time. 

" I leave America, and every endearing connection, 
because I will not raise my hand against my Sover- 
eign, — nor will I draw my sword against my Coun- 
iry] when I can conscientiously draw it in her 
" favour, my life shall be chearfully devoted to her 



41 



*t 



*i 



it 



4i 



4( 



4t 



it 



4t 



4t 



service. 



"Isaac WiLKixs. 



"New York, 
"May 8, 1775." 



While these unwelcome features of the political 
movements, in Westchester-county, were extending 
over the entire community, Lewis Morris was busily 
employed, after his seat in the forthcoming Congress 
of the Colonies had been secured beyond a peradven- 
ture, in an attempt to belittle the Declaration and 
Protest of those, at the White Plains, who had ob^^ 
jected to the proceedings of the Meeting of which he 
was, there, the manager and Chairman. For that 
purpose, on the seventh of May, he prepared an elab- 
orate reply, which, afe;^ days afterwards, with some 
other historical material, he gave to the newspapers, 
for publication. As an important portion of the 
local literature of Westchester-county, of that period, 
it may properly find a place in this work. The ibl- 
lowing is a carefully prepared copy of it : 

" To the PUBLIC. 

^^ A ^^^ extraordinary paper, called a protest 
jLi. against the proceedings of the Freeholders 
"of the county of West-Chester, relative to the elec- 
" tion of deputies for the late Convention, and "said to 
" have been subscribed by the several persons whose 
" names are printed with it, was published in Mess. 
"Rivington and Gaine's Gkizetteers, a few weeks 
"ago. 

"By whom this performance was given to the pub- 
" lie, is uncertain, and being as little distinguishcKl by 
" decency as by truth, there is reason to suspect, the 
" author's name will remain a secret. 

" The falsities contained in this representation, are 
" too flagrant to impose upon any person in this col- 
" ony, and nothing but the apprehension of its gain- 
" ing credit in other parts of the world, would have 
" induced me to have made it the subject of ani- 
" mad version. 

" I shall pas^ over the many little embelHshmentB 
" with which the author's fancy has endeavoured to 
" decorate his narrative ; nor is it necessary to call in 
" question the reality of that loyal enthusiasm, by 
" which it was said these good people were influenced ; 
" and I really wish it had been the fact, because when 
" inconsistencies and fooleries result from inebriety or 
" enthusiasm, they merit our pity, and escape indig- 
" nation and resentment. 

" Much pains, I confess, were on that day taken to 
" make temporary enthusiasts, and with other more 
" exhUirtxting spirit^ than the spirit of loyalty. 

" To give the appearance of dignity to these curious 
"and very orderly protestors, the author has been 
" very mindful to annex every man's addition to bis 
" name, upon a presumption perhaps that it would 
" derive weight from the title of Mayor^ Esquire, Cap- 
" tain, Lieutenant, Judge, &c. 

" But it is not easy to conceive why the publisher 
" should be less civil to the Clergy than to the gentry 
" and commonalty, Samuel Seahury and Luke Babcoek, 
" certainly ought not to have been sent into the world 
" floating on a news paper in that plain way, — the 
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*' one is the Reverend Mr, Samuel Seabury, Hector of 
" the united parishes of East and West- Chester, and one 
" of the Missionaries for propagating the gospel, and 
*'not POLITICKS, in foreign parts, &c,, Ac., the other is 
"the Reverend Mr, Luke Babeock, who preaches and 
"prays for Col, Philips and his tenants at Fhilipsburg. 
" In this formidable catalogue of 312 sober and loyal 
" protestors, there are not less than one hundred and 
" seventy, who after a most diligent enquiry, I cannot 
" find have the least pretensions to a vote, and indeed 
" many of them are lads under age. Their names are 
" as follows : 
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Samuel Seabury, 
Luke Babeook, 
Beigamln Fowler, Esq. 
Joshua Pell, 
Edward Pell, 
John Hunt, 
Gilbert Horton, 
Adrian Leforge, 
Moses Williams, 
PhiUp Eelley, 
James Haius, jun. 
Matthew Hains, 
Bartholomew Hains, 
John Hains, 
Eiyah Hains, 
Joseph Clark, 
Joseph Oakly, 
James Mott, 
Daniel Purdy, 
John Crab, 
Izariah Whitmore, 
Absalom Gidney, 
John Brown, 
Jasper Stivers, 
'Peter M 'Farthing, 
Joshua Purdy, jun. 
Haooaliah Purdy, jun. 
James Tomkins, 
Gilbert Thial, 
William Sexen, 
Thomas Champeniers, 
John Cbampeniers, 
Eliazer Hart, 
James Hunt, 
Joshua Parker, 
Joshua Barnes, 
John Park, 
Samuel Purdy, 
Gilbert Purdy, 
James Chatterton, 
Thomas Cromwell, 
Solomon Horton, 



Timothy Purdy, 
James M'Guire, 
James Regnaw, 
Samuel Purdy, 
SyWanus Purdy, 
William Dalton, 
Elijah Tomkins, 
Charles Lawrence, 
Joshua Purdy, junr. 
James Sniffen, junr. 
Peter Bonet, 
Peter Fashee, 
Jesse Lawrence, 
William Sniden, 
Solomon Dean, 
Thomas Hiat, 
William Woodward, 
John Whitmore, 
William Underhill, 
Nehemiah Tomkins, 
Henry Leforge, 
Evert Brown, 
Benjamin Beyea, 
John Loroe, 
Elnatban Appleby, 
John Baker, 
Jonathan Underbill, 
James M'Chain, 
Joshua Hunt, 
Bates Chatterdon, 
William Londrine, 
Dennis Kennedy, 
Jaoies Hains, 
Andrew Bainton, 
Nathaniel Tomkins, 
Caleb Aroher, 
Benjamin Bugbe, 
Francis Purdy, 
William Odell, 
Israel Hunt, 
Thomas Tomkins, 
Frederick Underbill, 



Nathaniel Underbill, jun. Peter Post, 



Philip Fowler, 
John M 'Farthing, 
Jacob Post, 
James Baxter, 
John Hart, 
Cornelius Losee, 



Benjamin M'Cord, 
John Williams, 
John Ackeman, 
Peter Rusting, 
Jeremiah Hunter, 
Abraham Storm, 
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Jesse Park, 
" • Roger Purdy, jun. 
" * Gilbert Pugsley, 
** * Abraham Lediau, 
" ' Benjamin Brown, 
** * Aaron Buis, 
** * John Baizley, 
** ' Dayid Oakley, jun. 
** * Isaac Smith, 
"•John Hyatt, 
" * Abraham Odell, 
'* * Thomas Lawi*ence, 
" ' John Seyson, 
" ' Isaac Forsheu, 
** * Grabriel Requeaw, 
" * Gabriel Archer, 
" * Elias Secord, 
** * James Peirce, 
'• * Edward Bugbe, 
** * Daniel Haight, 
" * John Hunt, junr. 
** * Abraham Losee, 
" ' Isaac Tomkins, 
" ' Joseph Paulding, 
" * Hendricus Storm, 
«* * Francis Secord, 
•* * John Parker, 
" ' Gilbert Bates, 
** * DaTid Purdy, 
" ' David Bleecker, 
" * Jordan Downing, 
" * Com, Van Tassell, 
<< 'Joseph Appleby, 
** « Patrick Cary, 
"* Gilbert Ward. 



Peter Jenuing, 
John Galo, 
John Smith, 
James Hart, junr. 
Jonathan Purdy, junr. 
Monmouth Hart, junr. 
Christopher Purdy, 
Gabriel Purdy, 
Edward Merrit, junr. 
Henry Disborough, 
William Van Wart, 
Abraham Storm, 
Thomas Berry, 
Charles Merit, 
Benjamin Griffen, 
James Angevine, 
Jeremiah Anderson, junr. 
William Barker, junr. 
Gideon Arden, 
Joshua Purdy, 
George Storm, 
Jacob Vermiller, 
Samuel Heusted, 
John Warner, 
John Storm. 
Joshua .Secord, 
John Underbill, 
William Underbill, junr. 
James Hill, 
William Watkins, 
Richard Baker, 
Bishop Heustice, 
Jeremiah Hitchcock, 
William Bond, 
Samuel Sneden, 
Joshua Ferriss.* 



" * William Dunlap, 

''Of the others who are Freeholders, many also 
" hold lands at will of OoL Philips, so that the truth 
" really is, that very few independent Freeholders ob- 
'Ejected to the appointment of Deputies. 

" Lewis Mor&is. 
''morkisakia, 

" May 7, 1775." » 

It will be seen that, with more than his usual 
shrewdness, Lewis Morris postponed his attempt to 
reply to the Declaration and Protest which had been 
made, some weeks previously, by those who had ob- 
jected to the Meeting at the White Plains, until after 
his brother-in-law, Isaac Wilkins, who had led those 
protestants, and who was known to have been the 



1 This notable paper, except the list of names, was pablished in SiV' 
ingtou's New- York Gazetteer, No. 106, Nbw-Tobs, Thuxvday, May 11, 
1775 ; and the names were pobllabed In the next nombar of that paper 
—No. 109, Nbw-York, ThnrKlay, May 18, 1776 ; the text of the artida 
was pablished in GadM'B Neu-York QaztUe: and the Weekly Meremrjf, 
No. 1231, Nbw-Yokk, Monday, May 15, 177ft— alUiough promise was 
made that the names should be published in the tuooeeding number, 
they were not— and both the text of the article and the names appear in 
HolVs XW'York Journal^ No. 1089, Niw-YOSK, May 18, 1775. 

From the first-named of those two papers, the re-jirint of it, in tha 
text, was Tery carefully made. 
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author of their Declaration and Protest, had left Amer- 
ica, when he knew that he was probably secured from 
challenge concerning the untruthfulness of whatever 
he should write, in that reply — neither Samuel Sea- 
bury nor Luke Babcock had written anything con- 
cerning the political questions of that period ; ^ it was 
not thought they would do so; and there was no 
other person, in Westchester-county, whose pen 
promised trouble to the new-made leader, no matter 
how much that peculiar failing which had made his 
family conspicuous, throughout the Colony,^ should 
be manifested in whatever he should write. 

The relative merits of the two papers, the Declara- 
tion and Protest and the reply, will be very readily 
seen, by every careful reader. The author of the 
latter was very profuse in his very general charge of 
'^ falsities contained in this representation ; " but he 
failed to specify, even a single instance in which the 
former had presented an untruth ; and every one will 
perceive that he did not except, from the general im- 
peachment, even those portions of the Declaration 
and Protest which agreed, in their recital of facts, 
with his own statement of those facts, contained in 
the official report of the proceedings of that Meeting, 
at the White Plainn, written over his own signature, 
on the afternoon of the day on which the Meeting 
was held, and subsequently presented by him, to the 
Provincial Convention, as the Credentials through 
which he and his associates were admitted to seats in 
that body, as, nominally, a delegation from West- 
chestef'-county — if the recital contained in the one 
was untruthful, therefore, the similar recital con- 
tained in the other was, necessarily, quite as untrust- 
worthy as the other. He also impeached the '^ de- 
"cency" of what the Declaration and Protest con- 
tained; but, again, he failed to specify in what their 
" indecency " consisted. He impeached the bona Jide 
of the " enthusiasm " of the protestants, at the Plains ; 
but he '' confessed,'' and only those who are guilty 
'' confess,'* that his own companions, those who had 
given the much coveted place and authority to hiui, 
were also noisy, from the effects of other Spirits than 
that of loyalty to the King — inasmuch as each of the 
two factions, at the Plains, claimed to have been 
noisy as well as loyal, the author of the reply had 
little reason for making such an objection, unless 
he desired to secure to his own faction the credit of 
making all the noise and of expressing all the loyalty 
which were then produced, by any one. He ob- 



1 Mr. Seabary, In his Memorial to the General A$8emblif of OOuneetieutt 
pmentad on the twentieth of December, 1775, in reply to one of the 
four accusations which had been made against him, expressly stated that 
he had not, at that time, written any "pamphlets and newspapers 
** against the liberties of America ; " which effectually disprores much 
that has been written, on that subject, by modern bibliographen. 

<*• This family are so remarkable for * enlarging the truth/ that all 
*' stories suspected of not being true are known throughout the County 
*' of Westchester, in the City of New York, and on the westernmost part 
"of Long Island, by the name of 'Morrisanias.'"— (Jones's Hietory of 
New York during the Bevolntionary War^ i., 140.) 



jected, also, that the titles of those who had signed 
the Declaration and Protest were appended to the 
names of those to whom they respectively belonged ; 
but a reference to the official report of the proceed- 
ings of that Meeting, signed by himself and evidently 
from his own pen, to which reference has been made^ 
will show to any one that the specific titles of " Mr. , " 
"Esq.," "Captain," "Major," and "Colonel." were 
added to eighteen of the twenty-six names which 
that report contained — indeed, he had given the 
distinctive title of "Colonel," to himself, in three 
different places, in that report ; and that, t.oo, with- 
out a word of apology. He insinuated that one hun- 
dred and seventy of those who had signed the Protest 
were not voters — "after the most diligent inquiry, 
" I cannot find they have the least pretensions to 
" vote," he said ; adding, " and indeed, many of them 
" are lads under age " — but he conveniently omitted 
to make a direct and positive averment of such a 
want of qualification, in any one of those protestants ; 
and he also conveniently failed to designate which of 
the one hundred and seventy whom he named, in any 
single instance, was a minor. Most of all,' he disre- 
garded the fact that the Declaration and Protest, to 
which he assumed to make a reply, had made no pre- 
tension to having been made exclusively by " Free- 
" holders," but, on the contrary, it was thus headed : 
" We the subscribers, freeholders and inhabitants of 
"the county of Westchester, having assembled at the 
" White Plains, in consequence of certain advertise- 
" ments," etc., from which every appearance of ex- 
clusiveness, in the signers of it, was expressly ex- 
cluded. Finally : he impeached the " independence " 
of those of the signers of that Protest who were Free- 
holders, by saying " many also hold lands at will un- 
"der Col. Philips; " but he conveniently forgot to tell 
how a mere tenant at will could, thereby, become & 
Freeholder, or how many, in the Manor of Cortlandt, 
who were only tenants or who held lands at the will 
of the Proprietors of that Manor, had been induced 
by other causes than loyalty to those Proprietors or 
discontent with the General Assembly, to go to the 
White Plains, to assist into a place in the revolu- 
tionary organization, the young member of that 
" patriotic " family, Philip, on whom, a few months 
before, the Royal Governor, William Trj'on, had 
bestowed a Royal Commission of Major, which he 
then bore ; nor was it convenient for the author of 
that reply, to state, therein, just how many of the 
tenants and other retainers of the lordly Lord of the 
Manor of Morrisania had been induced, contrary to 
their unassisted inclinations, to ride from the 
Borough Town of Westchester to the White Plains, 
on that eleventh of April, to assist in the elevation 
of himself into an office, no matter what. The char- 
acter of Colonel Frederic Philip6e, whom he was so 
swift to impeach, whether regarded as a man or as a 
gentleman, as a landlord or as a citizen, was quite 
as pure, and quite as upright, and quite as worthy of 
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respect, as was that of Colonel Lewis Morris or that of 
any other member of that unpopular family ; and his 
practises, in private and in public life, against which 
not even a Morris, in his bitterest mood, could say 
a word of open disrespect, merited no such filing from 
the office-seeking head of the small, new-born revolu- 
tionary faction, then in Westchester-county — ^from 
one whose only antagonism to the Colonial and Home 
Gbvernments originated in and was sustained by the 
continued ill-success of the &mily of which he was 
the head, in its unceasing hankering for that official 
station from which, except in a single notorions in- 
stance, the controlling power within the Colony, for 
many years, had rigidly excluded it. 

At the same time, and through the same public 
press in which Lewis Morris published his reply to 
the DeclarcUian and Protest, to which reference has 
been made, he also published the following Cards,' 
evidently the only trophies of the kind, which he had 
secured, during the political campaign in which he 
had been engaged, since the publication of the Decia- 
ration and Protest had aroused his indignation, and 
the withdrawal of his brother-in-law had left him 
without an opponent : ' 

I 

^'fphat our names were not subscribed to the 

J. " protest of West-Chester, either by our- 

** selves, or our orders or permission, directly or indi- 

" rectly, is certified by us, each for himself. 

" Pbteb Bussing. 

"Peter Bussing, jun. 
" May 4, 1776." 

II 
"Mr. Rivington, 

" I Did sign a protest, which was printed in your 
" paper ; but I did so, because I was told that the in- 
" tent of signing it was to shew, that I was for the 
" liberties of the country. 

" Samuel Baker." 

Ill 

" North-Castle, May 8, 1776. 
" Mr. Rivington, 

*' TN your paper lately I saw my name to a pro* 
L " test. I never signed it, but went into Capt. 
" Hatfield's house, and was asked, whether I was a 
" Whig or a Tory ? I made answer, that I did not 
" understand the meaning of those words, but was for 
" liberty and peace. Upon which somebody put down 



1 Bieiitgi(m'9 New-York GoJuUmr, No. 108, Nbw-Tobs, Tliand«y, May 

11, 1776. 

Anj OM who if acqaaintad with the habito of printora, in ** making 
*'.np ** Uie forms of a newspaper, for Uie pren, will understand, flrom the 
places which these three Cards, and the reply of Lewis Moirls to the 
Dedaratifon tmd Frot«$t (omitting the names), and the proceedings of the 
Keating at thn White Plains— fire distinct articles relating to Westches- 
ter^onntj'-occnpy, together; in the last Golnmn of the inside form of 
the paper, that they all proceeded ftx>m the same hand ; and that the 
three Oiids of recanting protesters were, eTidently, among the results 
of Lewis Morrises political pilgrimage through that Oounty, in his dili- 
gent search for protastants who were not, also, Freeholdon. 



" my name. Now, Sir, I desire that you will print 
'* this to shew to the world, that I have not deserved 
" to be held up in the light of a protestor. 

'' Jeremiah Hunter.'' 

With these four publications — the reply to the Pee^ 
laration and Proteti and the three Cards of recanta- 
tion — as far as Westchester-county was concerned, 
the literature of the first Provincial Convention of 
the Colony of Now York ended — and, as every farmer 
had returned to his rural home, at the close of the 
eventful eleventh of April, and had resumed his work, 
the necessary work of the season, on his farm or on the 
river, with the exceptions, here and there, of a disturbed 
mind, an angry thought, or an unneighborly resent- 
ment, new features in the social life of Westchester- 
county farmers, the whole subject gradually became a 
thing of the past, fit only for material for history. 

Reference has been made to the action of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection, in the City of New York, on 
the twenty-sixth of April, providing for its own dis- 
solution ; for the election of a new Committee of one 
hundred, to occupy its place, in that City ; and for 
the organization of a Provincial Congress, with gen- 
eral authority for the government of the entire Col* 
ony.' For the accomplishment of the lat<t-named of 
those purposes, a Circular Letter was addressed, by 
the Chairman of that Committee, to the Committees 
of those Counties in which Committees had been 
chosen, and to prominent residents of those Counties 
in which Committees had not been chosen, inviting 
their co-operation, and recommending them to choose 
Deputies to the proposed Congress, the following 
being a copy of that Circular Letter : 

" CIRCULAR. 
'* Committee Chamber, New- York, April 28, 1776. 

'' Gentlemen, 

"The distressed and alarming situation of our 
*' Country, occasioned by the sanguinary measures 
'' adopted by the British Ministry, (to enforce which, 
" the Sword has been actually drawn against our 
"brethren in the Massachusetts), threatening to 
" involve this Continent in all the horrors of a civil 
" War, obliges us to call for the united aid and council 
" of the Colony, at this dangerous crisis. 

"Most of the Deputies who composed the late 
" Provincial Congress, held in this City, were only 
"vested with powers to chose Delegates to represent 
"the Province at the next Continental Congress, 
"and the Convention having executed that trust 
"dissolved themselves: It is therefore thought 
"adviseable by this Committee, that a Provincial 
"Congress be immediately summoned to deliberate 
"upon, and from time to time to direct such n^easures 
" as may be expedient for our common safety, 

"We persuade ourselves, that no argumen's can 

1 yide I>ge 7q, an/*. 
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" now be wanting to evince the necessity of a perfect 
"union; and we know of no method in which 
" the united sense of the people of the province can 
" be collected, but the one now proposed. We there- 
"fore entreat your County heartily to unite in the 
"choice of proper persons to represent them at a 
" Provincial Congress to be held in this City on the 
" 22d of May next. — Twenty Deputies are proposed 
" for this City, and in order to give the greater weight 
" and influence to the councils of the Congress, we 
"could wish the number of Deputies from the 
"counties, may be considerable. 

"We can assure you, that the appointment of a 
"Provincial Congress,* approved of by the inhabitants 
"of this city in general, is the most proper and 
" salutary measure that can be adopted in the present 
" melancholy state of this Continent ; and we shall be 
"happy to find, that our brethren in the different 
"Counties concur with us in opinion. 

" By. order of the Committee. 

" Isaac Low, Chairman,^* * 

As there was not, at that time, any Committee, 
within the County of Westchester, unto whom that 
Circular Letter could be sent, it was probably sent, as 
that relating to the proposed Provincial Convention 
had been sent, to some prominent resident of that 
County, most convenient to the Chairman of the 
Committee of the City, for circulation in the several 
Towns, throughout the County ; and, by that local poli- 
tician, whomsoever he may have been, it may be reasona- 
bly supposed that those Circular Letters which were thus 
sent to him, were duly circulated " where they would 
" do the most good,'' for his own interest and for those 
of his family. It is said, however, that " a general 
" notice,^' inviting a Meeting of the Freeholders of 
the County, was published ; and history has recorded, 
over the official signature of the "Chairman for the 
" day,'' that such a Meeting was held, at the White 
Plains, on Monday, the eighth of May, 1775, " pur- 
" suant to a general notice for that purpose," James 
Van Cortlandt, of the Borough Town of Westchester, 
occupying the Chair. No pretensions were made, in 
the official report of the Meeting or elsewhere, that the 
attendance was large: on the contrary, it is very 
probable that not more than two dozens were present. 
Whatever the number may have been, it assumed to 
be the representative of all who were, then, within the 
County, of every condition in life ; and, in the name 
and in behalf of all those who then lived therein, 
whether present or absent, it appointed " a Committee 
" of ninety persons, for the said County," and de- 

^ It will be noticed that the propooed aasembly was, In this Circular 
Letter, called a "Provincial Oonyrew,** not a " CSimoen/icm/' aa the last 
waa named. 

> The re-prlnt of this Circnlar Letter, in the text, is made fh>m a care- 
fully-made copy of one of the originals, which has been preserved 
among AuodatioM in the Hiatorioal Manutcripts relating to the War of the 
Bevolution^ in the Secretary of State's Office, at Albany, Volume XXX., 
Page 182. 



termined that any twenty of them, "should be 
"impowered to act for the said County; " and it also 
determined to send a Deputation to the proposed 
Provincial Congress, referring to the new-appointed 
Committee of the County, the nomination of those 
who should be members of that Deputation. 

There were only twenty-three of the ninety who 
had been named for the Committee, present and act- 
ing on the subject which had been referred to it ; but 
it was not slow in nominating, " to represent the said 
"County in Provincial Qonvention," Gouverneur 
Morris, Doctor Robert Graham, Colonel Lewis 
Graham, and Colonel James Van Cortlandt, all of 
them from the Borough Town of Westchester; 
Stephen Ward and Joseph Drake, from Eastchester ; 
Major Philip Van Cortlandt, of the Manor of Cort- 
landt; Colonel James Holmes, of Bedford; John 
Thomas, Junior, of Bye ; David Dayton, of North 
Castle ; and William Paulding, of ; and, un- 
doubtedly, with equal promptness, the Meeting 
confirmed the nominations, by electing the eleven 
nominees to seats in the proposed Congress of the 
Colony. 

It is said, in the oflSicial report of the Meeting, 
that, af\er the election of the Deputation, as above 
" stated, " the Committee signed an association^ simi- 
" lar to that which was signed in the city of New- 
" York, and appointed Sub-Committees to superintend 
" the signing of the same throughout the County ; "' 

>The A$K)ciation, which was thus "signed by the Committee** — if 
any others than Members of the Committee had been present, they also 
would have signed it — was not that AeaociatioH which tlie Continen- 
tal Congress had decreed and promulgated, in the preceding October, but 
another and entirely different aflUr, which had been drawn up by 
James Duane, John Jay, and Peter Van Schaack, and "set on foot In 
"■ New-Tork,*' on the twenty-ninth of April. It had been largely 
signed, in the City, and copies of it had been sent ** through all the 
"counties in the Province ; *' and the action taken at the White Plains, 
concerning it, was only responsive to the request of the Committee of 
One hundred, which had superseded the Committee of Inspection, in the 
City of New York. The following is a copy of that ilMoctotion, care- 
fully copied (bom Rivington'e New-York GaxeUeer^ No. 107, Nkw-York, 
Thursday, May 4, 1776 ^ 

^^ pEBSUADED that the salvation of the rights and liberties of 
•^ "America, depends, under God, on the firm union of its in- 
" habitants, in a vigorous prosecution of the measures necessary for its 
** safety, and convinced of the necessity of preventing the anarchy and 
'< oonAuion which attend a dissolution of the powers of government; 
"we, the fbeemen, freeholders, and inhabitants of the city and county of 
" New- York, being greatly alarmed at the avowed design of the minia- 
*' try to raise a revenue In America, and shocked by the bloody scene 
" now acting in the Massachusetts-Bay ; do, in the moet solemn manner 
"resolve never to become slaves; and to associate under all the ties uf 
"religion, honour, and love to our country, to adopt, and endeavour to 
" carry into execution, whatever measures may be recommended by the 
" continental congress, or resolved upon by our provincial convention, 
"for the purpose of preserving our constitution, and opposing the exe- 
"cution of several arbitrary and oppressive acts of the British Parlhi- 
"ment, untila reconciliation between Great- Britain and America, on 
** constitutional principles, (which we most ardently desire) can be ob- 
** tained ; and that we will, in all things, follow the advice of oar 
** general committee, respecting the purposes aforesaid, the preservation 
" of peace and good order, and the safety of individuals and private prup- 
"erty. 
"Dated in New-York, Apnl and May, 1775.*' 
This ilwocio/ton, with some slight changes, was re-printed (without any 
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and after that had been done, the Meeting was ad- 
journed.^ 

The official report of the proceedings of the Meet- 
ing does not give the names of any of the ninety per- 
sons who were said to have been chosen as a " Com- 
" mittee for the County of Westchester ;" and a careful 
search for those names, in other contemporary pub- 
lications, has been rewarded with only a partial 
success — the Credentials of the Deputies to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, to which reference has been made, 
reveal the names of the following : 

David Dan.*, George Comb, 

Miles Oakley, Micah Townsend, 

John G. Graham, Benoni Piatt, 

Samuel Drake, Frederic Van Cortlandt, 
Lewis Morris, * James Varian, 

Jonathan Piatt,* Samuel Haviland, 

Michael Hays, Benjamin Lyon, 

Samuel Crawford, Robert Bloomer, 

Gilbert Thorn, William Miller, 

Thomas Thomas, Joshua Ferris, 

James Newman, Gilbert Drake, 
Jonathan G. Tompkins, Chairman, 

It will be evident to the reader that, until the ap- 
pointment of the **Committee for the County of West- 
" Chester/' by the Meeting which was held at the 
White Plains, on the eighth of May, 1775, as has been 
already stated, there bad not been even the slightest 
appearance of any central organization, for political 
purposes, within the County ; that, until they were 
crowded into the political arena, by the place-seekers 
who were among them, the hardworking farmers 
throughout the County had not permitted the 
political questions of the day to disturb their peaceful 
labors ; and that the place-hunting few, as insignifi- 
cant in numbers as they were in honest patriotism, 

sppareot mson) appended to thA JonnuU of the Pt^wmekU Ootmrntiom^ 
which GonventioD h«d ftdUoarned a week before the AMockUioH waa 
writtou and before it wan known that any reason for such an Aattociation 
WMB ImminAnt. In do Lancey's JVbtes to Joneses Higtory of New- York dur- 
ing the lUoohttkmary War, I., 605, 60S, it has been again re-printed, this 
time from the inaccurate re-print Just referred to, and, of oouxse, with 
its imperfections, together with a more serious omission than any which 
that had presented. 

Judge Jones, in his fiiMory of New York, i„ 41-46, gare a rery Inter- 
esting account of the AmtciaUon and of the signing of it, warmly 
tinted, of course, with his peculiar bitterneoB ; but, nevertheless, he is 
our principal authority on those sul^ects. 

1 This statement if the proceedings of the Meeting at which a Deputa- 
tion was chosen to represent Westchester-oounty, in the first Proylndal 
Congress, is made on the authority of the official report of that Meeting, 
si;(ned by " Jambs Van CSostlandt, Chairman for the Day,** and pub. 
llshed in Rivmgton*» New- York GoMtteer, No. 106, Nkw-York, Thursday, 
May 11, 1776 ; and on that of the OredentlaU, signed by each of the 
twenty'three Members of the Committee for the County who were then 
present, which Credentials have been preserved among CredentiaU of 
Megates, in the Hidorical MoMuecr^te, relating to the War of the Revolu- 
tfoM, in the Secretary of State's Office at Albany, Volume XXIV., Page 
133. 

s The Provincial Congresi, on the twenty-ninth of June, 1776, Issued 
a Warrant to David Dan, as First Lieutenant, under Captain Jonathan 
Piatt 

s The Provincial Congress, on the twenty-ninth of June, 1775, issued 
a Warrant to Jonathan Piatt, as Captain. 



did not constitute even a respectable minority of those 
who were heads of families and householders, through- 
out the County.^ It will be seen, also, that the Mor- 
ris family, strengthened by its alliance with its kindred 
jGEunily of Graham, had fully entrenched itself, as 
the political head of the County ; and it will be par- 
ticularly noticed of what kind of material Delegates 
were made, even at that early period of the revolu- 
tionary movement in Westchester-county, the most 
ill-disguised monarchists and even office-holders 
holding Commissions under the Crown, from among 
the non-producing class in that purely agricultural 
community, boldly, if not audaciously, assuming to 
be in harmony with the industrial masses whom they 
really despised, and crowding forward, in their greed 
for place and emoluments, to seize whatever oppor- 
tunity for advancement, their ingenuity and their 
superior intelligence should place within their 
reach. 

If a mere handful of the inhabitants of the County, 
who neither possessed nor claimed to possess any 
legal qualifications whatever to do such an act ; who 
did not act nor claim to act under the guidance of 
any thing except its own unrighteous impulses ; and 
who neither possessed nor claimed to possess even a 
shadow of delegated authority from any one, within 
or without the County, to do any such acts or any 
others, with the authority* and in the name of the 
County, can be said, with even a semblance of truth, to 
have really done so, the ancient and entirely conser- 
vative County of Westchester, by the revolutionary ac- 
tion at the Meeting at the White Plains, on the eighth of 
May, was wheeled into the front line of the Bebellion, 

4 In all which has been written concerning the political aibirs of 
Westchester-county, prior to the first Session of the First ProTindal Con- 
gress, which assembled on the twenty-second of May, 1776, as far as we 
have knowledge on the subject, only fifty-one persons have been named, 
as residents of that County, who favored the revolutionary proceedings 
recommended by the Continental Congress of 1774. Of these fifty-one, 
two were Representatives in the General Assembly — one of them, was, 
then, the County Judge, under the Boyal Government Of the remain- 
ing forty-nine, one rose no higher than a place In the Committee of his 
Town ; six were satisfied .with only places on the Committee of the 
County, in whom, however, great power in local matters was vested, 
and by whom much money was disbursed for the support of prisoners of 
war quartered In their Tictnlties ; one aspired to both the Town and 
County Committees, and held seats in both ; three were given nothing 
else than CommisBions in the Beglments of the County ; eleven held 
various Civil Offices, as well as Commissions in the Begiments of the 
County ; one held a seat in the Provincial Congress, and was contented 
with that single place ; sixteen held seats in one or more cl the Frovin- 
dal Congresses, together with other places, at the same time or subse- 
quently ; five became discontented with their associations, and were 
accused of being loyalists, and were prosecuted as such ; leaving only 
five of the entire forty-nine who did not, aa fiu* as we have knowledge, 
accept places of either authority or emolument Even the Secretary of 
the first County Committee looked out for the profits of official station, 
and secured, through his associations, some of the fat things of place— 
Micah Townsend, the Clerk of the first County-Committee, secured the 
command of a Company of Colonial Troops, early in 1770 ; and he 
was, in other respects, well provided for, during that era of distress and 
ruin. 

The reader may judge from this exhibit how much of genuine patriot- 
ism and how much of personal selfishness, controlled the revolutionary 
politics of Westcheeter-Couoty, 1774-75. 
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abreast of the most advanced of the anarchists of that 
period ; and if, without a semblance of that "consent" 
of which so much had been said and written, as a pre* 
requisite to any change of government —without, also, 
any of those qualifications in itself and authorities 
from others, of which mention has been made — ^the 
same handful of new*born revolutionists, at the same 
time, can be said to have really done so, the alle- 
giance of the great body of the anti-revolutionary 
fitrmers of that County, and there were no others, to 
its Sovereign, was violated, if not abrogated, and all 
the obligations of that great body of the inhabitants 
of the County, to obey the legally established Oov- 
ernments and the legally enacted Laws of the Coun- 
try, were dissolved, and all were made subject, in- 
stead, to that self-constituted County Committee 
which was then organized and talcing its first step in 
Rebellion ; to the proposed Congress of the Colony, in 
whom was to be vested absolute, unrestrained author- 
ity, in all classes of governmental affairs relating only 
to the Colony of New York ; and to the coming 
second Continental Congress, in whom, also, a simi- 
larly absolute, unrestrained authority, on every con- 
ceivable subject, within each and every of the several 
Colonies, would, also, be seated; and, therefore, every 
one of those peaceful and peacefully inclined farmers 
and every member of their respective families were, 
by that handAil of revolutionists, insignificant in 
numbers and only tools in the hands of an unprinci- 
pled master mischief-maker, made subject, nolens 
volenSf to every edict which should be pro- 
mulgated by either of those three self-constituted, 
unrestrain.ed, revolutionary bodies ; to whatever they 
or either of them should determine, no matter how 
monstrous its character might be ; and, very often, to 
whatever individual members of one or other of those 
bodies, intoxicated with the possession of a power to 
which, previously, they had been strangers and revel- 
ing in a despotism to which the Colony had not, at 
any period of its existence, been subjected, should de- 
mand and require. 

With those partisan catchwords and political 
maxims which, a very short time previously, had 
filled the air with their noisiness, before the reader, 
he will readily determine how much of even revo- 
lutionary consistency and propriety and integrity 
there was in those doings which are now under 
consideration ; but, among such as those by whom 
those doings were inaugurated and conducted — 
among those whose aims were only personal and 
selfish and wholly regardless of every other principle 
whatever than that of self-aggrandizement; among 
whom the supremacy of the general good of the 
great body of the Colony or of the Continent — the 
" patriotism" of poets, of professional politicians, and 
of exuberant eulogists — was only a toy intended for 
nothing else than for the temporary amusement of 
their gaping, credulous auditory, while the political 
prestidigitator who presided over the show, bedizened 



with the tinsel which was not what it seemed to be, 
was secretly perfecting the juggle which was intended 
to deceive all others than those who were participants 
in the performance and sharers in the profits to be de- 
rived from it, — neither consistency nor propriety nor 
integrity was regarded or even thought of, the cupid- 
ity of the end entirely justified the unrighteousness 
of the means ; and new governing powers and new 
rules of conduct and new methods took their places 
in every Town, throui^hout the County ; and old obli- 
gations were disregarded, and old guaranties were ab- 
rogated, and the safety of persons and of properties 
rested on other foundations than those which were 
known to and depended on by those of an earlier 
period. 

The American Revolution had finished its work 
and was ended : the long-established Government of 
Law had been crowded aside and, in fact if not en- 
tirely in form, had given place to a new Government 
of arbitrary, unbridled Force : thenceforth, the peace 
of the County and the rights of Individuals and of 
Property, within the County, sacredly respected even 
under a Monarchy, were held only by those who pos- 
sessed them, subject to the unrestrained will of the 
stronger. 

The careful reader will not have failed to see, in 
what has been written in this narrative and in the 
testimony which has been adduced to sustain it, the 
stern fact that, as far as the Colony of New York 
was concerned, and we write of no other Colony, the 
opposition to the measures of the Home Gk)verment, 
firom 1763 until the Spring of 1775, which, subsequent- 
ly, became more widely known as The Amekicjln 
Revolution, was not, in the slightest degree, the 
outcome of a popular movement, in which the great 
body of the Colonists or any considerable portion of 
it arose in opposition to a wrong, inflicted or sought 
to be inflicted by the Parliament of Great Britain or 
by any other body, on the Colony or on any individ- 
ual member of it, as has been rhetorically pretended, 
by orators and poets and historians, from that day 
until the present ; but, on the contrary, that it origin- 
ated in the City of New York, among those of the 
commercial and mercantile classes, relatively few in 
number, whom, by reason of their greater wealth or 
of their higher social standing, we may properly re- 
gard, as they were r^arded by themselves, as the 
aristocracy of the Colony — with few, if any excep- 
tions, they were those wealthy and enterprising 
Merchants, of various names and families and parties 
and sects and nationalities, each of whom had sunk, 
for all the purposes of that particular movement, 
whatever of individual or family or partisan or sec- 
tarian or national animosity, against others, he pos- 
sessed, combined and acting in a common opposition 
to all those measures of the Home Government which 
had tended to break down the unblushing lawlessness 
of those confederated Merchants, in their entire dis- 
regard of the Navigation and Revenue Laws of the 
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Empire, and to enforce on each of those Merchants, 
in his indiyidual business, that obedience to the Laws 
which would be no more than his reasonable duty, 
while it would also tend to the suppression of that 
corruption of the local Revenue- officers and of that 
general practise of Smuggling from which he was so 
complacently acquiring wealth and influence. Except 
wherein these aristocratic Smugglers employed their 
ships' crews and the hnbUuiB of the docks and slums 
of the City, for purposes of intimidation and political 
effect, the unfranchised masses of the Colonists in the 
country as well as in the City, with very rare excep- 
tions, and the Freeholders of small estates and those 
Freeholders, of either large or small degree, who pos- 
sessed no pecuniary interest in the foreign commerce 
of the Port, whether inhabitants of the City or of the 
rural Counties, had no part nor lot in the inception 
or in the organization or in the promotion of that 
opposition to the Home GU)vemment which, subse- 
quently, in its more advanced stages, became known, 
at home and abroad, as The American Revolu- 
tion. 

In fact, while the aristocracy of the Colony was 
thus confederating and consolidating discordant ele- 
ments and plotting and breeding disaffection to the 
Mother Country, the unfranchised Mechanics and 
Working-men, residents of the City and toilers 
for their daily bread, with occasional exceptions, pur- 
sued their respective industrial vocations, peacefully 
and industriously, without taking any greater interest 
in the anxieties of their aristocratic neighbors than 
those "well-born" '^ Gentlemen in Trade" were 
taking in their welfare or in that of their respective 
families ; while the great body of those who occupied 
the rural Counties of the Colony, also hard-working 
and peacefully inclined, knew little of and cared less 
for what was then disturbing the previously well- 
sustained quiet of the metropolitan counting-rooms. 

It is, indeed, true, in this connection, that the aris- 
tocratic Merchants and Ship-owners, in the City of 
New York, had been, during many years, more or 
less reasonably aggrieved by reason of the govern- 
mental interference with their well-established and 
very profitable " illicit trade," to which reference has 
been made : it is also true that, for the purpose of in- 
fluencing and, if possible, of intimidating the Home 
Government, in their opposition to that Home Gov- 
ernment, because of those assumed grievances, those 
high-toned lawbreakers had repeatedly resorted to 
the desperate means of, first, appealing to the maxims 
and the teachings of the fundamental law; of employ- 
ing the former for their partisan slogan, and the latter 
for the foundations of their passionate appeals ; and, 
sometimes, second, of employing, directly or indirectly, 
the floating and the less respectable portions of the 
population of the City, as supernumeraries on the stage 
on which they were acting their several parts in the 
drama of their seeming patriotism — means which were 
as unreal, in their hands, as their own '^ patrotism," so 



called, was deceptive ; and, particularly, in the last- 
mentioned of the two means employed, as hazardous 
as it was fraudulent — but it is also true that, while the 
maxims and the teachings of the fundamental law 
which they so freely bandied, were only words of 
convenience, meaning nothing beyond the end for 
securing which they had been thus employed, their 
auxiliaries, thus enlisted from among the unfranchised 
and lowly, if not from among the vicious, were, by 
those who employed them, only regarded as temporary 
employees, engaged for the performance of particular 
services, of more or less danger and lawlessness ; and 
not as common heirs to a common inheritance for 
which both they and those who had thus employed 
them, as parties possessing an equal interest therein — 
as the maxims and the teachings of the fundamental 
law, with which both the employers and the em- 
ployees, in this instance, were familiar, had clearly 
indicated to both — were jointly contending. 

The American Revolution, as we said in the begin- 
ning, originated, not in a popular movement of the 
great body of the Colonists, nor in any considerable 
number of those Colonists, in opposition to a wrong, 
inflicted or sought to be inflicted by the Parliament of 
Great Britain or by any other body, on the Colony or 
on any individual member of it, but the commercial 
and mercantile classes, in the City of New York, the 
aristocracy of the Colony, in their desperate efforts to 
shelter " the illicit Trade " — ^the Smuggling — in which 
they had been so long and so profitably employed, 
from the obstructions, more than ordinarily effective, 
which the Home Government had raised against it, 
subsequent to the establishment of the Peace, in 
1763. As we have said, also, the elaborate essays on 
the "Rights of Man and of Englishmen," on the 
''consent" which was necessary in order to give 
validity to Laws, and, generally, on the assumed 
grievances to which the Colonists had been subjected, 
all of them the productions of well-paid Counsel or 
other interested writers, with which the newspapers 
of that period were filled to overflowing, were nothing 
else than means employed for the protection of that 
prolific, but corrupt, source of the wealth of the Mer- 
chants of the City of New York ; and the yells and 
the outrages, inflicted on both persons and properties, 
of those who had been employed to give effect to 
those labored arguments of the press, by what were 
aifsumed to have been spontaneous outbursts of popu- 
lar resentment against the usurpations of the Home 
GU)vernment — ^usurpations of individual rights, by 
the way, which were only the same as those which 
were subsequently inflicted, in every State, on those 
who were not Freeholders ; and which the Constitu- 
tion for the United States has always inflicted and 
continues to inflict on the inhabitants of the several 
Territories, who have always been and who are, now, 
taxed without having consented to any such taxation, 
their Delegates in the federal Congress having had no 
right, at any time, to vote on any question whatever 
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— were no more than additional instrumentalities in 
the hands of wealthy and unprincipled lawbreakers. 
Smugglers, employed for the purpose of sheltering 
those aristocratic culprits from the penalties which 
the Revenue-laws had imposed on them and, if possi- 
ble, of enabling them to continue, with impunity, 
those flagrant violations of morality and of Law 
which men of less wealth and influence could not 
have committed without having been exposed to fine 
and imprisonment and confiscation of property. This, 
and nothing else, in fact, constituted the beginning of 
what has been, more recently, unduly elevated to the 
dignity of a popular patriotic uprising, in support of 
violated Rights and for the preservation of the Colo- 
nies from governmental devastation and ruin; and 
this, in its various phases, was all there was of that 
notable Revolution, until the ^'fire-eaters" of Massa- 
chusetts and Virginia, members of the Continental 
Congress of 1774, seized the control of that body, 
which had been convened for nothing else than for 
the promotion of reconciliation and harmony and 
peace, and transformed it into an instrumentality of 
lawless violence, of internal strife, and of a disastrous 
Rebellion. 

The careful reader will not have failed to see, also, 
in what has been written in this narrative and in the 
testimony which has been adduced to sustain it, that, 
while honesty and integrity and humanity and pa- 
triotism formed no portion of the motives which led 
the aristocratic Smugglers, in the City of New York, 
to inaugurate and to sustain a general disaffection 
against the Home Gk)vernment; and while their 
aims, in thus creating and fostering a general dibcon- 
tent among the Colonists, were purely temporary and 
selfish, intended for nothing else than to perpetuate 
their own immediate opportunities to make gain at 
the expense of the Laws and the morals of the 
Colony, the methods which those influential '*Gen- 
'^tlemen in Trade" employed for the promotion of 
those individual and unholy purposes, were better 
calculated for the production of permanent than for 
that of temporary results, since they were employed 
among those, no matter how homely they were, whose 
recognized leaders were already well-schooled in the 
theories of political science, which had been employed 
for the texts of every political essay and of every 
partisan harangue, for years past, and who, besides 
having been politically ambitious, were, also, very 
shrewd and very energetic men ; and, as wealth and a 
long and successfiil career in crime are frequently 
productive of that arrogance and of that recklessness 
in the selection and employment of means, either for 
the perpetuation of the opportunities for wrong-doing 
or for the protection of the offender from the penalties' 
of an outraged Law, which tend, more surely, to the 
production of disaster than to that of success, so the 
wealthy and aristocratic culprits, in the City of New 
York, to whom we have referred, in the instance now 
under consideration, through the means which they 



had employed for the intimidation of the Home 
Government and by their own persistent selfish- 
ness, gradually produced a new and powerful politi- 
cal element, adverse to their own pretensions to 
exclusiveness, to which they had been, previously, 
strangers. Their want of abilities, as navigators on 
the troubled waters of Colonial politics, was painfully 
evident to all others than to themselves ; and the ad- 
verse power of the new-formed political element was 
haughtily disr^arded, until it had become so well 
established that it was enabled not only to assert but 
to maintain its standing. 

The character and influence of that new factor in 
Colonial politics, during the revolutionary era, require 
a few words concerning its origin, beyond what we 
have already said of it. 

The outlay of wealth can generally secure ingenious 
advocates for any cause, no matter how unsavory it 
may be ; and, in that of the confederated aristocratic 
Smugglers of the City of New York, of which men- 
tion has been made, well-paid Counsel and ready 
writers for the newspapers, in their eagerness to sup- 
port their wealthy and liberal connections and clients, 
in their systematic violation of the written Law of 
the land and in their determined struggle to retain 
the " illicit trade " in which they were so profitably 
engaged, in the absence of better authorities for the 
support of their impassioned rhetoric, were obliged to 
resort to the fundamental and ill-defined theories of 
political science, with which, through long-continued 
iteration, the entire body of the inhabitants, the un- 
franchised as well as the iiranchised, had already 
become well acquainted; and, in iheir purposes to 
oppose the Home Government and to shelter their 
opulent employers, those who were thus employed, 
speakers and writers, loudly spoke and glibly wrote 
of " the natural Rights of Man " and of " the Rights 
"of Englishmen," of " Magna Charta,^* and of " repre- 
"sentation," and of "cont^ent," without the slightest 
qualification, as if every man and every Colonist were 
intended to be included in those general and unquali- 
fied terms ; as if every man throughout the Colony 
were intended to be considered the equal of every 
other man, therein and elsewhere; as if every 
Colonist of every sect and party and in every condi- 
tion of life were entitled, of right, to be recognized 
and received and entertained, as an equal, socially 
and politically and in every other relalon/by every 
other Colonist, of high or of low d^ree — ^and, without 
any qualification, those popular catchwords with 
which the City had echoed, year after year, meant all 
these, if they meant anything — ^all of which, however, 
in the spirit in which they had been uttered, were 
audacious fictions, spoken or written in the interest 
of those who had resorted to them, only for deceitful 
and illegal and immoral purposes, as would have been 
quickly seen had '* the poor reptiles " who bad con- 
stituted that lowly mass of unfranchised Working- 
men, directly and unreservedly, at any time, during 
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that long period, presumed to have asserted, tor 
themselves, their own manhood, and to have claimed, 
for themselves, those Rights which had been spe- 
ciously conceded as having properly belonged to 
them as much as to any others. In the progress of 
events, however, either on their own motion or on 
that of their ambitious leaders — the latter, generally 
of tliose who, before the confederation of all parties 
in an opposition to the Colonial policy of the Home 
Gk>vernment, had been of the minority, among the 
Colonial politicians — these Working-men had com- 
menced to measure their own lowliness and their own 
political insignificance with the standards which had 
been placed in their hands, by their aristocratic 
neighbors, for other purposes; to assert their own 
political manhood ; and to demand a hearing in even 
the local politics of the day ; and in the efforts which 
were made by the confederated aristocracy of the 
City, to relegate that new-born and growing power — 
the growing power of the great body of the Mechanics 
and Working-men, throughout the Colony — ^back to 
its normal obscurity and political insignificance, may 
be seen the beginning of that ceaseless conflict 
between the aristocratic and the democratic ele- 
ments of this mighty Commonwealth, which, hav- 
ing been continued from father to son, is not yet 
ended. 

As we have already intimated, the confederated 
aristocracy of New York witnessed the appearance of 
that new element in the politics of the Colony, with 
anxiety and alarm; and it evidently noticed, also, 
the constituent parts of it, and duly measured its 
probable strength, and judiciously determined that, 
in opposing it, '*art" would be better suited to ensure 
success ; than anything of a seemingly unfriendly 
character would be — ^in other words, that what ap- 
peared to be concessions to the working-classes should 
be made, but with suflScient of modifications, in 
reserve, to neutralize the effect of those seeming con- 
cessions; and to continue, without abatement, the 
control of the confederated party of the Opposition to 
the Home Gk>vemment, in the Colony, in those aris- 
tocratic hands which already possessed it. Indeed, 
the high-toned "Gtentlemen in Trade," guided by 
their acute legal and political advisers, John Jay and 
James Duane, determined to continue the same sys- 
tem of contemptuous deceit and treachery which had 
characterized all their previous political intercourse 
with the Working-men of the Colony ; and, in doing 
so, they very clearly indicated, a second time, how 
ill-qualified they were to navigate the troubled waters 
of Colonial politics. 

The first formal organization of those who were in 
confederated opposition to the Home Gk)vernment of 
that period, which was made within the City of New 
York and, probably, within the Colony — the Caucus of 
the confederated Merchants, at Sam. Francis's, in 
May, 1774, which had been evidently assembled under 
the inspiration of James Duane and John Jay, who 



were not Merchants, but Lawyers — ^was really intended 
quite as much for the adoption of measures which 
should practically rebuke the evidently growing sense 
of their own political power which has been recently 
seen arising among the Working-men and the lowly, 
throughout the City, if for nothing else, as for the 
adoption of measures in further opposition to the 
Home Government, to which it was nominally de- 
voted ; and, by adroitness in their management of the 
movement — the master-spirits of that aristocratic as- 
semblage were not novices in political chicanery — 
while they really secured, more firmly than ever, the 
controlling authority in the confederated Opposition 
to the Home Government, in the aristocracy of the 
Colony, those master-spirits not only laid the founda- 
tions of their own and their family's further advance- 
ment, but they, also, so far placated the disaffected 
Working-men, by making the greater number of their 
leaders a helpless and powerless minority in the pro- 
posed Committee of Fifty -one, that peace and harmony 
of action, thoroughout the entire Opposition, were im- 
mediately restored — ^they had again deceived the 
masses of the people ; and, once more, a share of that 
confidence which those lowly masses had reposed in 
their aristocratic neighbors, was entirely forfeited. 
Although that new-born element was represented in 
that Committee of Fifty-one, its representatives were 
in a powerless minority ; and whatever wus done in 
that body, whether the representatives of the Work- 
ing-men assented or dissented, was, therefore, in ^ct, 
nothing else than the act of the confederated aristoc- 
racy. It was not long, however, before that fraudu- 
lent treatment of the Working-men produced '* the 
** great Meeting in the Fields," and the dissolution of 
that incongruous alliance, and the resumption of the 
antagonism of the masses ; and it was not long, also, 
before the confederation of the aristocracy itself, 
within as well as without the Committee of Fifty-one, 
was broken by the defection of those who had been 
the master-spirits of the organization, who, for the 
advancement of their own and their family's aspira- 
tions for place and emolument, had become as un- 
faithful to their aristocratic associates in the Com- 
mittee and to the political principles which thatCom- 
inittee had so resolutely maintained, as they and those 
whom they had controlled and guided, in the Com- 
mittee, a few weeks previously, had been, to the great 
body of the Inhabitants of the City, by whom that 
Committee had been really created and vested with 
authority to represent the entire body of the Opposi- 
tion, within the City of New York. There was no 
abatement of the previously united opposition to 
the demands of the Working-men, however ; and in 
each of the new- formed factions of the confederated 
aristocratic Opposition to the Home Government and 
in all which they or either of them did, there was the 
same entire disregard of the political rights of the 
Working-men, then without leaders, which had been 
so clearly conspicuous in all the actions of thearistoc- 
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racy, from the beginning of the political troubleB, 
within the Colony. 

The reader has been made acquainted with the 
successful opposition which the Committee of Fidy- 
one had made to the plan of operations which the 
Boston-men had proposed and insisted on ; and with 
the successful establishment, instead, of its own pro- 
iect to call a Congress of the several Colonies, for con* 
sultation and for the promotion of harmony, in the 
party of the Opposition, throughout the Continent. 
He will remember, also, the narrative of the refusal of 
the Committee of Fifty-one to permit the Mechanics 
and Working-men to be represented on the ticket for 
Delegates to the Congress of the Colonies which it 
had proposed, and that of the consequent failure to 
elect its proposed Delegation, when its ticket was 
submitted to the body of the Freeholders and Free- 
men of the City, at the Polls. He will remember, 
also, what has been said of the various movements 
and counter-movements of the rival factions, after the 
defeat of the Committee's candidates ; of the treachery 
to the Committee who had nominated them and to 
their aristocratic associates, of four of the five candi- 
dates of the Committee; of the consequent election of 
those five candidates, in the absence of any other 
candidates, by the united support, at the Polls, of por- 
tions of both the aristocratic and democratic elements,* 
of the assembling of the proposed Continental Con- 
gress, in which there was not a single representative 
who was in sympathy with or who honestly repre- 
sented the working masses of the Colonists ; of the 
seizure of the control of that Congress by the ** fire- 
" eaters " of Massachusetts and Virginia and South 
Carolina, and the consequent transformation of it, 
from the instrument for the promotion of reconcilia- 
tion and peace, for which it had been specifically 
created and put in motion, into one for the promotion 
of rebellion and bloodshed, which was utterly obnox- 
ious to all, except a very few, of the Colonists through- 
out the Continent ; of the entire neglect, by that Con- 
gress, to seek that redress of the grievances of the Col- 
onists from those by whom, only, such a redress could 
have been made, notwithstanding it was for that par- 
ticular purpose the Congress had been convened, and 
notwithstanding such a reconciliation was what was 
most earnestly desired '* by all good men ; '' and of 
the readiness of that Congress to inaugurate a system 
of violence, in each of the Colonies, for which it af- 
forded ample warrants. He will remember, also, 
what has been stated concerning the Oeneral Assembly 
of the Colony ; its organization ; its bold and deter- 
mined opposition to the obnoxious Colonial policy of 
the Home Government ; its sturdy refusal to become 
auxiliary to or identified with the Continental Con- 
gress, notwithstanding it was not less determined in 
its opposition to the Ministry ; its measures for secur- 
ing from the Parliament of Great Britain, the only 
body from whom it could be obtained, a Complete re- 
dress of what the Colonists regarded as grievances ; 



and the unsuccessful result of its efforts, in that com- 
mendable undertaking, only by reason of the boldness 
of its declarations and of the audacity of its preten- 
sions to rank, as the legally constituted representa- 
tives of a free people, notwithstanding they were Col- 
onists. 

It will be remembered by all who are familiar with 
the history of Colonial New York, however, that; al- 
though the aristocracy of that old and respectable Col- 
ony had always been consistent and united, in its un- 
deviating disregard of the real political rights of the 
working masses, those in the rural districts as well as 
those in the Cities, there had been, during many years 
before the period of which we write [May, 1775], and 
there was, then, a bitter feud, existing within itself, 
between two rival families and their respective asso- 
ciated families and their several adherents. It will, 
also, be remembered that, during a long period of 
years, one of those powerful families and its friends 
had occupied all or nearly all the high places in the 
Colonial Government, and had dispensed the exten- 
sive patronage of that Gk>vernment and disposed of its 
valuable emoluments among those who were known 
to have been the friends and adherents of the family, 
agreeably to the dictates of its own controlling will ; 
while the other of those two antagonistic families and 
those who had been its friends and adherents, during 
the same long period, had uneasily and unsatisfac- 
torily reposed on nothing else than on their own rural 
respectability, without any place in the Gk>vernment 
of the Colony, without any of that influence which 
place had afibrded so bounteously to its more powerful 
rival, and without any of those emoluments of office 
which, more than almost all else, would have been so ex- 
ceedingly acceptable to every Scotchman and to every 
other within whose veins the controlling blood was 
Scotch. The feud between the De Lanceys and the 
Livingstons, in Colonial New York, is matter of his- 
tory which is familiarly known to every New-Yorker 
who is reasonably acquainted with the history of his 
own country. 

When the Home Government, eager to reduce the 
heavy land-tax to which the country gentlemen of 
England had been subjected by reason of the demands 
of that Government, in its vigorous prosecution of the 
War with France and Spain, first tightened the lines 
of those who administered the Customs, in the Col- 
onies, and thereby seriously interfered with the smug- 
gling in which every class of the local aristocracy was so 
largely and so profitably engaged, there was a common 
reason, which appealed to those of the De Lanceys and 
those of the Livingstons with equal force, for an op- 
position to the Home Gk>vemment, in which those of 
both the families could harmoniously unite and from 
which both could be more surely benefitted ; and, in 
accordance with that teaching of common sense, that 
opposition to the Home Government, of which the 
reader has been told, was really established in the 
City of New York, with its organized Committee of 
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Fiily-one and its more noted Continental Congress 
among the results of that union. 

At the time of which we write, the threatened dan- 
ger from the working classes appeared to have been 
averted ; the Committee of FiA;y-one, or those who had 
remained in it after the treachery of those who had 
used it for a stepping-stone to something of greater 
influence, had slowly retired from the field of politi- 
cal action and had been dissolved by its own action ; 
the Continental Congress and its policy and its meth- 
ods had been accepted by the Livingstons and their 
friends and adherents as that which seemed to be 
best adapted to add strength to their hereditary an- 
tagonism to the De Lanceys and their friends and ad- 
herents ; the General Assembly of the Colony and its 
policy and its methods, not less in opposition to the 
Colonial policy of the Home Government than the 
others, had been accepted by the De Lanceys and 
their friends and adherents, as well as by the gceat 
body of the Colonists, throughout the entire Colony, 
as the only legitimate exponent of the will of the Col- 
ony and the only one which could reasonably be ex- 
pected to obtain a hearing before the Home Govern- 
ment and the Parliament and the people of Great 
Britain, from whom, only, a redress of the grievances 
of the Colony could be obtained ; and the Colony was 
again made the wicness and the victim of a bitter feud 
between rival families, one of them holding and the 
other endeavoring to obtain all the places and influ- 
ence and emoluments of the Colonial Government. A 
Delegation of twelve had been elected, by a Conven- 
tion which had been convened for that purpose, to re- 
present the Colony in a second Congress of the Col- 
onies ; and of that Delegation, two were Livingstons, 
two were of those who had married Livingstons, and 
two others were assured and well-tried supporters of 
the Livingston interest. The excitement which was 
occasioned by ''the news from Lexington" had 
added strength to the friends of the Continental Con- 
gress and its revolutionary policy, to the Livingston 
interests, and to the revolutionary faction, generally ; 
and, in the same interests and with the same revolu- 
tionary ends in view, a Provincial Congress had been 
called and elected, although, as was subsequently 
seen, the Deputies thus elected were not always pli- 
ant tools, to be handled by a skilful politician, for 
purely partisan purposes. The control of the politi- 
cal affairs of the Colony, it will be seen, as far as those 
affairs could be controlled by the revolutionary fac- 
tion, was, by the election of the members of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, firmly secured to the Livingstons 
and to their friends ; and the government of the Col- 
onists, thenceforth, was revolutionary, without war- 
rant of Law, and oligarchic. 

In England, at the time of which we write, the 
Ministry, revelling in the strength of its party and 
haughtily disregarding everything of prudence and 
conciliation, had recently led the Parliament to enact, 
first, the Bill for restraining the Trade and Commerce 
7 



of the Provinces of Massachusetts- Bay and New 
Plampshire and the Colonies of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in North 
America, with Great Britain, Ireland, and the British 
Islands in the West Indies; and to prohibit such 
Provinces and Colonies from carrying on any Fishery 
on the Banks of Newfoundland or other places therein 
mentioned, under certain specified conditions and lim- 
itations; and, second, the Bill for restraining the 
Trade and Commerce of the Colonies of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Caro- 
lina, with Great Britain, Ireland, and the British 
Islands in the West Indies, under certain conditions 
and limitations — ^the Commerce and Fishing Rights 
of the Colony of New York, in each instance, having 
been left, undisturbed — ^and the First Session of the 
Fpurteenth Parliament was drawing near to its close. 
The disturbance of Trade which was consequent on 
the political differences, had already produced great 
distress, in Great Britain, among those whose lives 
and labors and properties were employed in the man- 
ufacture of goods specifically intended for the Ameri- 
can market ; and, at the same time, the Merchants, in 
that country, and those who had given credits, com- 
mercial or jQnancial, to the Colonists, in America, 
were anxiously considering in what way, if at all, 
since entire commercial non-intercourse, except that 
which was surreptitious and corrupt,^ had been or- 
dered by the Parliament as well as by the Continental 
Congress, they were to receive payment of what was 
due or becoming due to them — anxieties which were 
not removed by the aristocratic and " patriotic '* 
" debtors," in some of the Colonies, at least, whence 
remittances had been entirely suspended and where 
the Courts of Justice were not permitted to assist in 
the collection of debts. 

In New York, at the time of which we write, as 
far as the great body of the Colonists in the rural 
Counties were concerned, there does not appear to 
have been any noticeable change — the farmers had not 
been disturbed in their labors, during 1774 ; and the 
surplus of their productions, which had found early 
markets, had undoubtedly been disposed of at those 
better than ordinary prices which are known to have 
prevailed, in consequence of the increased demand 
which had been produced, early in the Autumn, by 
the approaching embargo. In the City, the suspen- 



» The full Aiipplies of guods, of every de«cription, which were shipped 
to Boston, with Uie knowledge of ofRcera who occupied high placce In 
the Government, on Trknaport Ships and disguiaod u Storee for the 
Royal Am]y>-aometimea paid for, m Stores for the Army, by the King's 
Treasurer— snbeequeotly became a subject of searching investigation 
before the House of Commons. The Schedules of Goods thus shipped 
aflTord amusing evidence of what were officially considered as Aruiy 
Stores : they clearly show, also, the relaUve weight of morality and im- 
morality, whenever the profits of trade are considered, and how vastly 
more the Profit and Loss Accounts, on their respective Ledgers, will in- 
fluence the morals and the religion and the doings of ** Men in Bnsl- 
"nesB,*' Merchants and others, than anything which their Mothers 
have taught them, anything which their Bibles have presented to their 
consideration, or anything which their consciences have brought before 
them. 
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Bion of the foreign trade, by the experimental action 
of the first Continental Congress, must have been as 
disastrous to the great body of the inhabitants — those 
possessing small Estates as well as the Tradesmen 
and Mechanics and Workingmen, of every lowly 
class — as that much written- of Port Bill, im{)08ed by 
the retributive action of the King and the Parliament 
of Great Britain, had produced oif the similar classes 
who had inhabited the Town of Boston, in the pre- 
ceding year ; but the men of New York and their de- 
pendent families had endured whatever of hardships 
there had been in the suspension of their respective 
means of support, without those outcries, nominally 
of assumed distress among "the suffering inhabitants'' 
— more loudly uttered by demagogues, for other pur- 
poses, than by those who were really sufferers, pray- 
ing for relief — which had distinguished Boston, a few 
months previously, and which had induced the tender- 
hearted, the world over, to become politicians and to 
reprobate the Home Government by whom the Port 
Bill had been imposed ; to sympathize with those who 
were said to have been "suffering," although the latter 
could have found remunerative labor elsewhere than in 
Boston ; and to contribute the means which were really 
expended, very largely, more for the benefit of the tax- 
payers than for that of the " suffering poor " of the 
Town. The suspension of their business, by the aristoc- 
racy of America, who could sustain the present strain 
in order to ensure the receipt of an ultimate advantage, , 
was, we say, no less severe in New York than the simi- 
lar suspension of her business, by the aristocracy of 
Great Britain, had been in Boston; and the sufferngs of 
of the working classes were, undoubtedly, quite as keen- 
ly felt in the one case as in the other ; but, in the in- 
stance of New York, there was neither an appeal for 
help nor an ostentatious display of "patriotic" sym- 
pathy, extending help ; and if the sufferings of the 
lowly victims, in New York, were noticed at all, by 
those " patriotic " aristocrats who had produced those 
distresses, it was only in those congratulatory remarks, 
not unfrequently seen in the published correspondence 
of the not distant later period, that the necessities of 
the working-classes were compelling them to enlist in 
the Armies, in order to obtain even a portion of the 
food which was needed to keep their dependent wives 
and little ones from starvation, and that "for the 
" Rights of man and of Englishmen." 

The " determination " of the Continental Congress 
of 1774, to appoint Committees "in every County, 
" City, and Town," " whose business it should be at- 
" tentively to observe the conduct of all persons, 
" touching the Asaociation" which that Congress also 
enacted, and with extraordinary powers for persecut- 
ing and bringing ruin on whomsoever those local 
Committees should determine to put under a ban, 
had not yet become as well-seated, in the Colony of 
New York, as in some of the other Colonies;* but the 



iTbe following deicription of the methods adopted by tho«e local 



City of New York was thus controlled ; and, possibly, 
some of the rural communities who were more than 
ordinarily revolutionary in their inclinations, may, 
also, have already appointed such Committees. In 
Westch ester-county, however, although the handful 
of officeseekers who hovered around the Morrises, 
and who did what those haughty leaders told them 
to do in return for official favors received or looked 
for, had recently appointed such a County Committee, 
at the time of which ^e write, it had not yet com- 
menced its subsequently well-known work of inquisi- 
torial proscription and plunder and outrage. There 
were individuals, among the farmers or in the little 
villages or at the several landings, who remembered 
and continued to condemn the usurpations of polit- 
ical authority which had signalized the first Conti- 
nental Congress and had divided and lessened the 
power of the Opposition ; and these and others who 
had attended the recently-held meeting at the White 
Plains may have been and undoubtedly were discon- 
tented and outspoken, within their respective families 
and among their neighbors, producing, in some in- 
stances, undoubtedly, ill-feelings and personal ani- 
mosities and less harmonious neighborhoods. But, 
notwithstanding all these, the great body of the in- 
habitants of the County was entirely undisturbed ; 
the labors of the day had been done, as they had pre- 
viously been done, on the hundreds of homesteads, 
throughout the County ; political questions in which 
they felt no interest had not slackened the domestic 
or the out-door industries nor lessened the holiday 
or evening pleasures of by far the greater number ; 
and, with here and there a clearly perceptible change, 
the staid old agricultural County was undisturbed, in 
all its various relations. The Colonial officers con- 
tinued to discharge their various duties, as their pre- 
decessors had done — John Thomas, who had occupied 
the Bench of the Court of Common Pleas, since May, 
1755, continued to discharge the duties of that office, 
as well as those of the other office of Representative 
of the County, in the General Assembly, without 



Comiultteea, and the extent to which they carried their new-foand 
authority, although It relates peculiarly to Vii^ilnia, is entirely applica- 
ble to the methods and the extent uf authority of similar Gonunitte<«, in 
every other Colony : '* The AstociiUioHB flret, in part, entered into, reconi- 
** mended by the people of this Colony, and adopted by what is called 
*' * the Continental Congress,' are now enforcing, throughout this cuun- 
" try, with the greatest rigour. A Committee has been chosen in every 
*' County, whoee businew it is to carry the Auocintifm of the Congress 
** into execution ; which Committee assumes an authority to inspect the 
** books, invoices, and all other secrets of the trade and correspondence 
** of Merchants; to watch the conduct of every Inhabitant, without dis- 
" tiuction ; and to send for all such as come under their suspicion, into 
"their presence, to Interrogate them resiiecttng all mattera which, at 
" their pleaniro, they think fit objects of their inquiry, and to ' stig- 
*' 'matizc,' as they term it, such as they find tFansgressing what Uicy 
" are now hardy enough to call ' the Law» of the Congress,* which *stig- 
"* matizing' is no other than inviting the vengeance of an outrageous 
"and lawless mob, to be exercised upon the unluppy victims."— (TAe 
Eiirlo/ Ihinnutre to Ike Riirl of Iturfmofilfc, ** Willi AH8BCRG,** [VvrgiMu^^ 
" Dcceinl>er 24, 1774," laid before the House of Commons, February l.\ 
1775.— Almoirs 1*»rUamnUnry Reffinttr, Ilouso of Commons, First Session 
Fourteenth Parliament, i., 185, 186.) 
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being disturbed, by any one ; and Jamea De Lancey, 
who had been the Sheriff of the County, since June, 
177(^ and David Dayton, who had been the Suiro- 
gate, since June, 1766, and John Bartow, who had 
been the Clerk of the County, since April, 1760, each 
in his appointed ofScial place, continued to discharge 
the official duties which were incumbent on them, 
and to receive and to enjoy the emoluments which 
those several offices secured to them — the Courts of 
the County continued their several Sessions, at the 
appointed times; and, as we have said, with occa- 
sional individual or neighborhood exceptions, a gen- 
eral quiet prevailed, a quiet which preceded a ter- 
rible convulsion, as the reader will shortly see. 

The machinery of government which had been 
created by the revolutionary elements, within and 
without the Colony of New York, wa8, very soon, put 
in motion. It was composed of only a series of con- 
claves, each of which exercised, arbitrarily, Legisla- 
tive, Executive, and Judicial functions, unrestrained 
by either constitutional or statutory provisions, and 
controlled, in whatever it determined to do or not to 
do, only by the individual impulses of such, within 
this Colony, as the Livingstons and the Morrises, the 
Van Cortlandts and the Thomases, and as James 
Duane and John Jay, men, in every instance, who 
were distinguished for their entire disregard of and con- 
tempt for the unfranchised and lowly masses, of every 
claas, as well as of those who were franchished, but 
not " well-born " — ^the former being looked on, by 
them, as fit only for labor and for fighting ; and the 
latter as no better than the others, unless on election- 
days — ^and who represented only the uncontrolled and 
purely aristocratic prejudices and antipathies and the 
equally uncontrolled and malignant partisan animosi- 
ties and jealousies of those who, during many years, 
had been excluded from official life, and who, by 
the whirligig of rebellion, were, then, first enjoying, 
in an extremely diluted form, what they had so long 
and so anxiously hankered for.^ 

The Congress of the Continent assembled at Phila- 
delphia, agreeably to order, on Wednesday, the tenth 
of May, 1776 ; and, ten Colonies being represented — 
only three of the Delegates from New York having been 
present, that Colony was not counted — ^it was formally 
organized by the election of Peyton Randolph, of 
Virginia, as its President, and Charles Thomson, of 



1 It WM well-aaid by Honrj C. Van Schaack, in bin U/e of his father, 
** It will scarcely now be credited that powers so undeflnod and oxtraor- 
** dinary shonld have been intmstod to a few individualfs by a people so 
*' lealouB of encroachments; whose sense of liberty was so keen as to 
*' * sniifT the approach of tyranny In every tainted breeze ; * and who, 
"on their own part, had gone to war against a preamble." — Van 
Schaack '8 L^/o of Prter Van Schaack^ (tl. 

The barbarities which were ofHclally inflicted on individuals and fam- 
ilies, in many instances only for an opmion extorted by their persecntorB, 
without an overt actor the inclination to commit one, as those barbarities 
have been officially recorded, were perfectly shocking ; and some of those 
which were Inflicted on rodents of Westchoster-county, under the 
guidance of such notable Westchester-eounty men as John Jay and 
Goavernear Morris^ will find places in other parts of this narrative. 



Pennsylvania, as its Secretary.* The history of its 
doings, generally, is known to every intelligent per- 
son, and need not be repeated, unless in such instances 
as particularly related to Westchester-eounty or to 
those who were within the bounds of that County, 
during the period of the War of the Be volution. 

On Monday, the twenty-second of May, 1776, a 
number of those who had been designated as Deputies 
from the several Counties of the Colony, assembled at 
the Exchange, in the City of New York, for the pur- 
pose of forming a Provincial Congress ; but, because 
they conceived there was not a sufficient number of 
Deputies present, they adjourned until the following 
day, without having attempted to organize. On the 
latter day, IThiesday, May 23, 1776,] those Deputies 
who were then present assembled at the Exchange, 
" the Deputies of a majority of the Counties " having 
appeared; and a ''Provincial Congress for the 
" Colony of New -York " was organized by the election 
of Peter Van Brugh Livingston — one of the most 
violent of the former " Committee of Correspondence," 
a brother of the Lord of the Manor of Livingston, 
and a brother-in-law and partner in business of that 
Earl of Stirling, so called, who figured so largely in 
the military history of the War of the Revolution — to 
be its President ; and John McKesson and Robert 
Benson, the latter a brother of that Egbert Benson 
whose extraordinary election as a Deputy from 
Duchess-county to the earlier Provincial Convention, 
has been already noticed, were elected to be its Sec- 
retaries.^ Although the doings of that body are less 
generally known than those of the Continental Con- 
gress, the purposes of this work will not require any 
further reference to them, than to such portions as 
relate particularly, to Westchester-eounty or to tho«e 
who were within that County, and to such other por- 
tions thereof as, in their effects, afiected that County 
or its inhabitants, during the period of the War of 
the Revolution. 

As has been already stated, the local Committee for 
Westchester-eounty was created on the eighth of May, 
1776, ninety members having been miraculously 
created out of the material of which twenty-three 
were actually composed; and Gilbert Drake was 
made its Chairman.^ Micah Townsend, subsequently 
holding other offices of honor, in both Westchester 
and Cumberland-counties, was made the Secretary of 
that Committee ; ^ and its doings, as far as they were 



2 Jowmal of the Cougrean, " PiiiLADKLPHiA, Wednesday, May 10, 1775." 

* Jtmrwil of the Provmclal Oongr&m^ " CiTY OF Naw-YoAK, May 22nd, 
" 1775," ami addition, including the proceedings on the follow! nfc day. 

< OredetUUib of I)elegate» to Ihv>inucial Oongret*^ May 8, 1775. — Historical 
Mamtacriplit relative to the War of the Keeolntion : CredenUaU of lielegatety 
xxlv., 133 ; liieiitgloH'H Neto-York (iazeUeer, No. 108, Niw-YORK, Thurs- 
day, May 11, 1775. 

The Credenliah mentioned above were signed *' Gilbert Dbakk, 
** Chairmun ; " but those of the Delegates elected to the Second Provin* 
cial Congress, signed by the same person, bear the signature of " Oilbbbt 
" II. Drake, CAainnaii." — {ItUttoricul ManwuTipt*^ etc.: Oretlentiah of Dele- 
gate»^ xxlv., 67.) 

^ Historical JIfantucripto, etc.: OredentiaU of DelegateB^ xxir., 67. 
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recorded iu the annalfl of the County, will be duly 
noticed, as the narrative progresses. 

The organization of the Provincial Congress, on the 
twenty-third of May, 1775, has been already men- 
tioned and described : ^ a more particular description 
of the membership of that body which, in the interest 
of those who were in rebellion, was to take places be- 
side the several departments of the legally constituted 
Colonial Government, in the government of the Col- 
ony, and which was to wield so important an influence 
over all who were within the Colony, seems to be in- 
cumbent on us, in this place. 

Of the fourteen Counties of which the Colony of 
New York was then composed, thirteen were properly 
designated ** the Counties," or " the country Counties," 
since they were mainly occupied by communities of 
farmers, unless in the instances of the frontier Coun- 
ties, in which hunters and trappers and surveying 
parties and, not unfrequently, families and villages of 
the aborigines, afforded considerable portions of their 
continually changing populations. Of these thirteen 
rural Counties, s(»me of the inhabitants of Albany 
and Duchess and Westchester and Queens made pre- 
tensions to something of social superiority, somewhat 
akin to the aristocracy of the City of New York ; but, 
in none of them, unless in Albany-county, was inhere 
any pretension to a controlling local aristocracy ; and 
in all of them, the actual tillers of the soil largely out- 
numbered all other classes, on the Census-lists. From 
such widely dissimilar constituencies, in town and 
country, therefore, even from those who were not 
widely separated and differently situated, there could 
not be expected Delegations to the Provincial Con- 
gress who were homogeneous in their characters and 
dispositions and inclinations; and as alt those rural 
Delegations possessed more or less of the elements 
which prevailed among those who were nominally 
their respective constituencies, it was to be a work of 
time and patience and skill, in partisan and factional 
discipline, to bring all of them into " working order,*' 
in the interest of the controlling, or revolutionary, 
faction of the aristocracy — a work of which notice 
will be taken, hereafter. 

The City and County of New York, of course, was 
represented in the Provincial Congress by the ex- 
tremes of both conservatism and of radicalism, with 
a generous sprinkling of those who favored that po- 
litical association which promised the greater pecu- 
niary profits ; and the several Delegations from Al- 
bany and Queens and Westchester and Duchess-coun- 
ties, respectively contained, also, more or less of mixed 
memberships. From the remaining nine Counties, 
the Delegations were generally smaller in number; 
and, very largely, especially in the earlier days of the 
existence of the Congress, they were composed of 
those who had honestly come for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the Colony from the wrongs to which the 



1 vide page 91, ante. 



Home Grovernment was said to have subjected it; 
but, at the same time, their inclinations were peace- 
ful; and they preferred a reconciliation with Great 
Britain, instead of a Civil War, which had been al- 
ready commenced; and, because they had not yet 
been corrupted by the social influences of life in the 
City nor by the allurements of official plunder, they 
were ready to join with all or with any, regardless of 
their factional affiliations, who entertained similar 
views, in the practical establishment of those funda- 
mental principles. The individual members of the 
first Provincial Congress of New York, at the opening 
and during the earlier period of the existence of that 
body, may, therefore, be classed as, first, the avowed 
Conservatives, who were led by such as John De 
Lancey and Benjamin Kissam and Abraham Walton 
and Richard Yates and George Folliot and Walter 
Franklin; as, second, the "Corporal's Guard" of 
avowed Revolutionists, who were led by John Morin 
Scott and Alexander McDougal and Abraham Bra- 
sier ; as, third, a larger number, tho!>e who, under the 
guise of patriotism, were aiming at nothing else than 
at places and at the influences and emoluments to be 
produced by those places, who were led by the Living- 
stons and the Van Cortlandts, by Gouverneur Morris 
and John Thomas and Melanthon Smith and Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck and Egbert Dumond and Nathaniel 
Woodhull and John Sloss Hobart ; and as, last, out- 
numbering all others, those who had lefl their sev- 
eral rural homes and come to the City of New York, 
for the purpose of serving their country, without hav- 
ing had, at that time, any other aim. 

As the several Delegations voted as units, the votes 
of the several Counties having been cast in accord- 
ance with the determination of the majority of the 
Delegates of each who were then present, the votes 
of individual Delegates, unless in instances of formal 
dissent, are not recorded ; but the conservatism of the 
organized Congress, as an aggregate, was seen, im- 
mediately after the organization of that body and the 
adoption of its necessary Rules of Order, on the first 
day of the Session, when Isaac Low, of the City of 
New Y^ork, who is already so well known to the 
reader, had commenced the work of centralizing all 
of political authority and power which were within 
the Colony, except those of the local police, in the 
Continental Congress, a work which has been per- 
sistently continued until this day, by men of the same 
classes of society and politics, and for the same pur- 
poses; and when, very promptly and very aptly, Gouv- 
erneur Morris, of the County of Westchester, who was 
already conspicuously notorious for his contemptuous 
disregard of the personal and political rights of the 
unfranchised masses of the Colonists, who were only 
"poor reptiles" in his aristocratic vocabulary,* had 
seconded the motion. The Resolution which Isaac 
Low had thus offered, was in these words : 
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^'Resolved, As the opinion of this Congress, that iui- 
" plicit obedience ought to be paid to every recom- 
" mendation of the Continental Congress, for the gen- 
" eral regulation of the associated Colonies ; but this 
" Congress is competent to and ought, freely, to de- 
'' liberate and determine on all matters relative to the 
" internal police of this Colony." * 

Such a Resolution, so evidently in the interest of 
the master-spirits of the revolt and in that of the 
most ultra of the aristocracy of the Colony, at the 
same time so radically subversive of those fundamen- 
tal principles of government which were professed to 
have been the baijis of the existing Rebellion against 
the Mother Country, very reasonably excited imme* 
diate alarm ; and, notwithstanding the Delegates were 
scarcely warm in their seats, the two ill-concealed 
monarchists who were temporarily masquerading, 
within the Provincial Congress, as republicans, and 
those, of the same class, elsewhere, in whose behalf 
the Resolution had been offered, were very effectually 
snubbed — on a motion of John Morin Scott, the very 
able leader of the handful of ultra-revolutionists, sec- 
onded by David Clarkson, both of the City of New 
York, the Resolution was defeated, only Richmond- 
county having voted in favor of it,' neither the mover 
nor the seconder of it having received the support of 
the County of which he professed to have been a 
proper representative.' 

The signal rebuke which the not yet corrupted 
"country gentlemen," members of the Provincial 
Congre^ of New York, had thus given to those who 
had proposed to make the Colony of New York and 
all which it possessed subject, in all its relations, ex- 
cept in the local power of police, to a foreign body 
over whom neither the individual Colonists nor the 
aggregated Colony could possibly have exercised the 
slightest control, and by whom both the individual 
Colonists and the Colony in its entirety would have 
been subjected to an absolutely despotic control by 
those, of other Colonies, who already envied the ris- 
ing greatness of New York, appears to have been 
effective, in that direction ; but, two days afterwards, 
the little ultra-revolutionary clique, within the Con- 
gress, taking courage from the evidently independent 
spirit which had been manifested by the rural Dele- 



1 Journal of the ProriHcial Ontgrrsa, "5 ho., P.M., May 23d." 

*The vote of Richroond-coiinty, In this early instance, Is very roroark- 
able, especially when it is coDsldered In connection with the later in- 
stances of that County's want of sympathy with both the Continental 
Congress and those who engineered that notable body. 

This Tote also affords a lesson of the greatest significance, illustFatlye 
of the effects of that ill-considered policy of uniformity in political oirfn- 
ions, enforced by a military power, which the Proylncial Congress, in its 
later and more corrupt days, adopted and enforced — ^by the adoption and 
enforcement of such an extremely riolent policy, instead of one in which 
conciliation and local peace might hare been the more prominent fea- 
tures, the iDhabitant^.of Richmond-county were Tiolently repelled, by the 
ultra-rerolutlonisti^ as others like-situated were similarly repelled, com- 
pelling them to seek flrat, protection, and, next, fellowship, among 
those with whom they had, previously, had no sjrmpathy. 

•Jommao/IlM Firovmeial OongrtM, **6 ho., P.M., May Ha^.'' 



gations, in the former vote, and hoping that the same 
spirit of antagonism to the monarchical inclinations, 
which those "country gentlemen" had then pre- 
sented, would rest, peacefully and usefully, on an in- 
clination in the opposite direction, made a movement, 
within the Congress, in behalf of Revolution and Re- 
bellion and a Civil War. 

As the Colony of New York had not yet given that 
public testimony of its entire and cordial accession 
to the confederacy of the revolted Colonies which had 
been given to it by the other Colonies, in the express 
approbation, by each, of the proceedings of the Con- 
tinental Congress of 1774, of which proceedings de- 
tailed mention has been made in other portions of 
this narrative, an attempt was made, in the Provincial 
Congress, on the twenty-fifth of May, to supply that 
previously omitted ratification and approval of the 
proceedings of that already notable Congress, and, by 
that ratification and approval, to carry the Colony of 
New York within the circle of the confederacy of the 
revolt, and to make her subject to influences and ob- 
ligations from which she had previously been free. 
For those purposes, and for others which were not less 
important although they were less visible, John 
Morin Scott, the leader of the revolutionary clique, 
moved "in the words following, to wit: 

" As this Colony has not as yet given that public 
" testimony of their entire and cordial accession to 
"the confederacy of the Colonies on this Continent 
" which has been given by the other Colonies, in their 
" express approbation of the proceedings of the last 
" Continental Congress, I move that it be 

"Rebolved, That this Congress do fully approve 
" of the proceedings of the said Congress." 

This Resolution was promptly seconded by Thomas 
Smith, a brother of William and of Joshua Hett 
Smith who subsequently became more widely known 
than they were, at that time ; and it is evident that a 
defeat of that well-devised plan, also, had not been 
considered as even probable, by those who had de- 
vised it. But, as we are informed, "debates arose on 
" the said motion " — there were grave questions, at 
that time, concerning the propriety of such an appro- 
val of all the proceedings of that first Congress, as 
was proposed by the leaders of the ultra-revolution- 
ists — and the rural Delegations again determined on 
the side of peace and reconciliation and Colonial in- 
dependence from all foreign influences, by postponing 
the further consideration of the proposition, without 
day,^ where it has remained, from that day until the 
present. 

It is more than possible that the avowed Conserva- 
tive elements within the Provincial Congress had 
been largely instrumental in securing both these 
votes, in opposition to the discordant efibrts, succes- 
sively, of the ultra-aristocracy, represented by Isaac 
Low and Gk>uvemeur Morris, and of the nltra-revolu- 
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tionaiy faction, represented by John Morin Scott and 
Thomas Smith ; but, whatever may have led to the 
practical rejection of those two propositions, each of 
which tended toward the centralization of the entire 
authority and all the power of the several Colonies, 
in the Congress of the Continent, thereby destroying 
the autonomy of each of the Colonies, without sub- 
jecting that Congress, in its exercise of that authority 
and that power, to any other limitation than the un- 
bridled will of a majority of the Delegations compos- 
ing it, this is clearly evident : the Provincial Con- 
gress intended, by those two adverse votes, to declare 
that, though a purely local body, it was, nevertheless, 
determined not to divest itself, even by implication, 
of that unquestioned governmental supremacy, within 
the Colony of New York, which it had already ac- 
quired, no matter how ; that, on the contrary, it had 
determined to retain, within itself, and to continue to 
exercise, unhampered by the interference of any 
other body, the several legislative, and judicial, and 
executive authorities, within the Colony, which it al- 
ready held, no matter by what warrant ; that it would 
yield to the Continental Congress, if it yielded any- 
thing to that foreign body, nothing else than a volun- 
tary acquiescence; that it would promulgate the Or- 
ders and Resolutions and " recommendations '' of that 
other Congress^ if it promulgated them at all, not as 
original and supreme rules of action of all who were 
or who might be within the Colony of New York, 
but as the bases of its own local enactments, to the 
latter of which, per *e, and not to the former, it re- 
quired the implicit obedience of all those within or 
to come within the Colony, whose supreme political 
ruler it assumed to be and to remain. In short, from 
the beginning, the Provincial Congress of New York 
recognized no superior, controlling power, except 
that of its own actual constituents ; and, at no subse- 
quent period — not even when the Governor of New 
York declined the release of Alexander McLeod, 
though demanded by both the Government of Great 
Britain and the President of the United States — has 
there been any more resolute supporter of the Sover- 
eignty of the several States, any more determined op- 
ponent of a transfer to any other body, from the 
People — which latter word is only an equivalent 
term for the State, and, in New York, if not else- 
where, is used, officially, to designate the State, it- 
self-— of the original authority, the Sovereignty of 
those several Peoples, than was that revolutionary 
Congress of the Colony of New York, in its opposi- 
tion, on the one hand, to its ultra-aristocratic master- 
spirits, and, on the other, to the ultra-revolutionists 
among its members, early in the year 1776. 

As a portion of the history of those times, reference 
may be made, in this place, to an incident which 
occurred in the Provincial Congress, soon after that 
body had rejected the Resolution which Isaac Low 
and Gouverneur Morris had offered, of which men- 
tion has been made. On the same day, the first day 



of the Session of that revolutionary body, during the 
same afternoon, a motion was made by Alexander 
McDougal, a Presbyterian, providing for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of two, to apply to all the 
Ministers in the City who could pray in Eqglish, "to 
"make such an arrangement among themselves as 
" would enable them alternately to open the Congress, 
"every morning, with prayer;" but Gouverneur Mor- 
ris, Lewis Graham, Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Colonel James Holmes, Stephen Ward, and John 
Thomas, Junior, six of the nine members of the Con- 
gress who were from Westchester-county, probably 
recognizing the evident impropri^y of spreading 
their politically dirty hands before Him who giveth 
no favor to those who loveth and maketh a lie, dis- 
sented from a majority of the Congress, and caused 
their dissent to be entered on the Journal of that 
body.* 

On Friday, the twenty-sixth of May, the Prov- 
incial Congress adopted, unanimously, a Resolu- 
tion, offered by Gilbert Livingston of Duchess- 
county and seconded by John De Lancey of New 
York City, providing for the appointment of a 
Committee of one from each County, "to draw 
"up and report a proper Resolve of this Con- 
" gross, recommending to the different Counties 
"in this Colony, to form themselves into County 
" Committees, and also into Sub-committees for their 
" respective Townships and Districts, and recommend- 
" ing the signing of the Qenercd AssodoHon ; and also 
" to prepare and report to this Congress a draft of a 
" letter to be sent to the Committees and other per- 
" sons in the several Counties, for the above purposes, 
" and with copies of such Resolution.'' In that Com- 
mittee of one from each County, Major Philip Van 
Cortlandt represented Westchester-county ; ' and, on 
the following day, [Afoy 27, 1776] it made a Report, 
in due form.' 

The Resolution which was thus reported, was in 
these words : " Resolved : That it be recommended, 
^ and it is hereby accordingly recommended, to all the 
' Counties in this Colony, (who have not already done 
' it,) to appoint County Committees, and also Sub- 
' committees for their respective Townships, Pre- 

* cincts, and Districts, without delay, in order to carry 
*' into execution the Resolutions of the Continental 

* and this Provincial Congress. 

" And that it is also recommended to every Inhabitant 
' of this Colony, who has hitherto neglected to sub- 

* scribe the General Associaiiony to do it with all con- 
'veuient speed. And for these purposes that the 
'Committees in the respective Counties in which 
' Committees have been formed, do tender the said 
' Association to every Inhabitant within the several 

* Districts in each County. And that such persons. 
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'* in those Counties or Districts who have not appoint- 
" ed Committees, as shall be appointed by the mem- 
" bers of this Congress representing such Counties and 
^* Districts respectively, ^ do make such tender as afore- 
'^said in such Counties and Districls respectively; 
'' and that the said Committees and persons respec- 
*^ tively do return the said Association and the names 
'* of those who shall neglect or refuse to sign the same, 
'^ to this Congress, by the fifleenth day of July next, 
" or sooner, if possible/' 

The letter which was reported, as a companion to 
this Resolution, was in the following words : 

" New-York, May 29, 1775. 
" Gentlemen : 

''You will see by the enclosed Resolution of 

'* this Congress, that it is recommended to such of 

*' the Counties as have not already formed Commit- 

*' tees, to do it without delay, and that buch of the In- 

'' habitants of this Colony as have hitherto neglected 

'* to subscribe the General Asftociation, do it, so as to 

** enable you to make a return within the time limited 

" in the Resolution. 

" As the execution of this Resolve is committed to 
" your care, we request you to use your best endeavours 
** to see that this recommendation be complied with. 
" It may, nevertheless, be proper to inform you that it 
*' is the sense of this Congress that no coercive steps 
** ought to be used to induce any person to sign the 
" Association. The propriety of the measure, the 
'* example of the other Counties, and the necessity of 
** maintaining a perfect union in every part of this 
*' Colony, it is presumed, are sufficient reasons to 
** induce the Inhabitants of your County to comply 
** with this requisition.'' 

The Resolution and letter which were thus reported 
to the Provincial Congress, were taken up, for con- 
sideration, on the twenty-ninth of May; and, after 
some amendments had been made therein, they were 
" approved, agreed to, and resolved ; " and five hun- 
dred copies were ordered to be printed ; and as many 
copies of the letter as should be necessary were 
ordered to be signed by the President and delivered 
to the members of the Congress, "to be by them 
" directed." =» 

As the County of Westchester had already been 
favored with the appointment of a County-committee, 
or what purported to have been such a Committee,' 
it is probable that it was not considered necessary, in 
that instance, to interfere with that former appoint- 



t Tbo authority wliich appeani to havo been vested in members of the 
Pruvinchil Congrem, to appoint local Cuniniittoes whem the inhabitants 
had not done so, prolmbly originated In that Congrcas, in an earlier 
secret meeting of that body ; but no record of any such action is seen 
on its publisbod JoMnmi— like tlie ^yvTe< JournaU of the ComImchIhI Con- 
greagf tbusu of the Provincial Congress of New York, could thoy 
also be published, would undoubtedly throw difTcrent tints of light and 
color on many a romance, called " history." 
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ment ; and there is very litil^le evidence, as far as we 
have been able to find any, which indicates that the 
several Towns throughout the County paid any atten- 
tion to the recommendation of the Congress, for the 
appointment of Town-committees ; *, and there is no 
evidence whatever, that any attempt was made, in 
any of those Towns, to obtain the signatures of the 
body of the inhabitants of the County, to the General 
Association which had been enacted by the Con- 
tinental Congress of 1774, nor to any other such 
Association^ — the Provincial Congress had done 
no more than, nominally, to ^^ recommend" to 
the inhabitants to sign the Association;* it not 
only did not authorize the employment of force in 
order to obtain signatures thereto, but it expressly 
disclaimed, in advance, the entertainment of any such 
idea ; ^ the Congress itself, by a formal vote, had post- 
poned a formal approval of that General Association 
as well as all of the other doings of the Continental 
Congress, who had enacted it ; ^ and, for these reasons, 
as well as for others with which the reader is already 
familiar, the conservative yeomanry of Westchester- 
county was not in a hurry to either recognize or 
sign it 

The Committee of the Provincial Congress who 
had been appointed to consider the very important 
subject of the Currency, for the support of the Rebel- 
lion, made a very clear and able Report, on the thir- 
tieth of May, in which some of the commercial 
troubles produced or likely to be produced by the 
Rebellion were very graphically presented; and an issue 



4 There were Gonimittoos in a small number of the Towns, at a later 
period ; but there is no evidence, as far as we have knowledge, tliat 
they originated in the reconimondation of the Provioclal Oungreas, nor 
OS early as in 1775. 

<• The A$iiockUioH^ duly signed by those who would sign it and duly 
noting those who declined to do so, was to be returned to the Secretary 
of the Provincial Congress, on or before the fifteenth of July, 1776. The 
files of that Congress, which are preserved in the office of the Secretary 
of State, at Albany, show, however, that the only Counties or Towns 
which made any Returns of Associators, in response to this Itesolutiun, 
Wore Orange, Ulster, Suffolk, Duchess, one District in Charlotte, three 
Districts in Cumberland, and a few scattering names, not more than 
fifty, in Queens ; but there is no such Return irom Westchester-couuty ; 
tlioro is no such Rotura among the archives of the County, in the office 
of the County-clerk ; and we have failed to find anything rosembliug 
such a Botum, in the offlcos of the Town-clerks, in tlie several Towns. 

The signer of the following, which was sent from Ameuia, in 
Duchess-county, is clnsscd among the " 3 Tories ** of that " Precinct : '* 

*• June y* S*"", A* 1775. This may sertyfy all popel whomo It may 

*' cornsern that I the SvbiM-rilier am willing to do what is best and 

*' Wright to secure the priviUgs of a mariga both sivel and sacred and to 

** follow the advise of our Reverend congres so far as thoy do the word 

" of God and the exzumple of Jeevs Christ and I hope In the grace of God 

** uo more will bo required, as witness my hand, 

"John Gabnsey." 

* See the Resolutions of the Provincial Congress , page 94, ante. 

^ Bee the general Ciix'ular Letter of the Congress, on this page, ante. 

The same declaration, more distinctly uttered, may bo seen in the 
Letter of the I*roviHcitU CottgrcM to ChriMopher YitU* ami Mt\for Yelli» 
Fonda^ of Trffon-countff ; in that from thf same to Coloael Jamea R>gers, at 
Kent, in Oumberlttntl-connlff ; and in thut from the mime to Jttcob BaUeg 
and Ooiottel Prtera^ of (iUtwetter-coHHtff — all of them dated **Iir Pbovin- 
''I'lAi. CoxoiKSH, New York, the:i1»t May, 1775.** 

iJonrwd of the Protincuil CongresM, " 5 ho., P.M., May 25tt'," pages 
93, ante. 
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of that Currency by the Continental Congress, with 
specified provisions for the payment of it, was recom- 
mended ' — the original proposition for the emission 
of those immense amounts of *^ Continental-bills/' 
which, subsequently and with the help of friendly 
legislation in the Continental Congress, afforded so 
favorable an opportunity for repudiation by the 
United States, " the faith of the Nation " to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

The Report of the Committee was *' fully debated 
" and considered," by the Provincial Congress, and, 
by an unanimous vote, it was adopted, with an order 
transmitting a copy ot it to the Delegates of the Col- 
ony, in the Continental Congress.' 

A circumstance occurred, within the Provincial 
Congress, early in its Session, which requires partic- 
ular notice in this place. 

One week after that body had been originally or- 
ganized, IMay 30, 1775] Benjamin Kissam, of the 
City of New York, " moved in the words following, 
*^ to wit : * Forasmuch as a reconciliation between 
** Great Britain and these Colonies, on constitutional 
** principles, is essential to the well-being of both 
" countries, and will prevent the horrors of a Civil 
" War, in which this Continent is now about to be 
" involved, it is, therefore, the indispensable duty 
** of this Congress, to communicate to the Delegates 
" of this Colony, in Continental Congress, their sen- 
" timents respecting the terms of such reconciliation ; 
" I, therefore, move that a Committee be appointed 
** to prepare and state the terms on which such re- 
" conciliation may be tendered to Great Britain, con- 
*' sistent with the just Liberties and Freedom of the 
^* subject, in America, to the intent that the same, 
*' when approved by this Congress, may be laid before 
'* the said Delegates, as our sense, on this important 
" subject, to be humbly submitted to their considera- 
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tion. 
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A question of such great importance and so dis- 
tasteful to many of the Deputies, was reasonably dis- 
cussed with much warmth ; and it is very evident 
that, had the vote been taken, at that time, the mo- 
tion would have been adopted by the Provincial Con- 
gress. It was evidently approved by a majority of 
the Counties ; but, if the vote could be postponed, 
changes might be effected, by fair means or by foul 
— there were astute and experienced politicians within 
and around that Provincial Congress — ^and three of 
the Counties who were opposed to the motion re- 
sorted to the tenth Rule of the Congress,' not re- 
sorted to, on any other occasion, during the entire 



1 Journal of the rtoviucUU CongrcM, '* Die 3Iarti«, 9 ho,, A.M., May 
"ao**", 1775." 

^Journal of the Provincial Ccmgresa, "Die Martis, 9 ho., A.M , May 
".30,1776." 

'** loth.— That no question shall be determined on the day that it it 
"agitated, if three Couoties shall request that it be deferred to the 
" next day."— (I?«le» of the Cmif7r«M, In the Jwimtd of the Provincial (>>»• 
j/reM, Tuesday, 23rd of May, 1775.) 



period of the existence of that Congress, to secure 
that advantage and, thereby, if possible, to defeat the 
motion — *' at the request of the Deputies of the City 
'* and County of Albany and the Counties of 
•* Ulster, Suffolk, and Charlotte," it was " Okdbbed, 
" That the same be deferred." * 

Although the Rule required the Congress to resume 
the consideration of the molion on *'the next day," 
the Rule was disregarded ; ^ and, on the following 
day IJunel, 1775,] Mr. Kissam, with the leave of 
the Congress, withdrew the motion, *'in order to 
" amend it." « 

On the second of June, the amended motion was 
submitted by Mr. Kissam, '^ in the wonls following, 
'' to wit : Forasmuch as a reconciliation between 
^^ Great Britain and these Colonies, on constitutional 
*'' principles, is essential to the well-being of both 
" countries, and will prevent the horrors of a Civil 
** War, in which this Continent is now about to be 
** involved : I move that a Committee be appointed 
'^ to prepare a plan of such accommodation, and re- 
** port the same to this House." 

The revolutionary faction, led by John Morin 
Scott and Alexander McDougal, resolutely opposed 
the motion ; and the last-named, seconded by Abra- 
ham Brasher, moved for the previous question, in or- 
der to defeat it; but only Ulster, Orange, Suffolk, 
and Duchess-counties favored the motion for 
the previous question ; and it was defeated — 
Philip Van Cortlandt, differing from all his asso- 
ciates from Westchester-county, voting with the rev- 
olutionary faction. The motion of Mr. Kissam was 
then carried, without any dissent, except that of 
Philip Van Cortlandt, who recorded that dissent on 
the Journal of the Congress, 

Colonel Woodhull, of Suffolk, one of those who 
had opposed the motion, then moved, as an amend- 
ment of the motion, the addition of these words: 
'* That we may be ready, if we shall think it neces- 
'' sary, to communicate our sentiments upon that sub- 
'^ ject to our Delegates at Philadelphia;" which was 
subsequently adopted, without a division, in the fol- 
lowing words : ^' Lesolved, therefore. That, although 
*' we would, by no means, presume to dictate to the 
" General Continental Congress, yet it is highly nec- 
*^ essary that this House be prepared to give our sen- 
'^ timents to our Delegates, in the said Congre8s,upon 
'^ such plan of accommodation." With the ap- 
pointment of John Morin Scott, Isaac Low, Alexan- 
der McDougal, Benjamin Kissam, and Thomas Smith, 
of the City of New York ; John Sloss Hobart, Colo- 
nel Nathaniel Woodhull, and Thomas Tredwell, of 
Suffolk; Robert Yates and Peter Silvester, of the 
City and County of Albany ; Gouverneur Morris, of 



^JonrwU of the Ptovinc'vil Omffrtm^ ''5 ho., P.M., May 30, 1775." 

^JonrwU of thf Proviticiul (\fngreM, "Die Men^urii, ho., A.M., May 
"31, 1775." 

^Journal of the iVovincUil Congrew^ "pie Jovia, 9 bo., June I, 1776." 
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Westchester-county ; Ephraim Paine, of Duchess- 
county ; John Williams, of Queens-county ; and 
Paul Micheau, of Richmond-county — six of whom, 
including Messrs. Scott, McDougal, Hobart, Wood- 
hull, Paine, and Tredwell, were undoubtedly opposed 
to the entire movement — for a Committee, with in- 
structions to " make report with all convenient sp^ed,*' 
the subject rested, temporarily.^ 

It was not until the twenty-second of June, that 
the Committee was ready to report to the Provincial 
Congress the result of its deliberations on the sub- 
ject which had been referred to it. On that day, the 
Report was presented, and read, twice, when the fol- 
lowing very significant Order thereon was made by 
the Congress : 

" Ordered, That the same be taken into consider- 
" ation on Saturday morning next ; that the mem- 
" bers of each County have leave to take one copy 
" thereof, each copy to be numbered by one of the 
^* Secretaries, who shall take a memorandum of the 
** name of the member who shall take with him such 
" copy and the number of the copy by him taken, 
'' that all such copies may, on Saturday next, be re- 
^* turned to and filed with the Secretaries ; and all 
" the members are directed by the President, from 
" the Chair, to take the utmost care to preserve the 
" said copies secret, and to keep secret the subject 
'^ matter thereof. And it is agreed that no member 
" shall transcribe the said Report, or take any copy 
" from the copies taken out of the House for the use 
'' of the members of each County ; and that all the 
'' said copies shall, on Saturday next, be returned to 
" the Secretaries." ' 

On the following Saturday \June 24, 1775,] the 
Provincial Congress proceeded to consider the Re- 
port, agreeable to its Ord^ made on the preceding 
Thursday ; and, after the Report had been read and 
re-read, debated and amended, during the greater 
portion of that day and a portion of the following 
Tuesday, the proposed ** Plan of Accommodation 
" with Great Britain," thus amended, was adopted, 
apparently with much cordiality, by all, except by 
those of the revolutionary faction.' 

That very important paper, the " Plan of Accommo- 
" dation with Oreat Britain^** which is essential to a 
proper understanding of the character of the doings 
of the Provincial Conpress, at a later period of 
its exiHtence, was, in its completed form, in these 
words : 

" That all the Statutes and parts of Statutes of the 
" British Parliament, which are held up for repeal by 
" the late Continental Congress, in their Association, 



^Journal of the Provif»cial CongresSj "Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., June 2, 
"1T75." 

s Jottmal of (he Pmmcial Congnu^ '*Die JotIb, 9 ho., A.M., June 22, 
"1775." 

«" Jottmol of the Propittcial Qyttgrem;' 4 ho., P.M., Die Martis, June 
" 27, 1775." 
8 
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dated the twentieth day »f October, 1774, and all the 
Statutes of the British Parliament, passed since that 
day, restraining the Trade and Fishery of Colonies 
on this Continent, ought to be repealed. 
'* That from the necessity of the case, Britain ought 
to regulate th« Trade of the whole Empire, for the 
general benefit of the whole, and not for the sep- 
arate interest of any particular part ; and that, from 
the natural Right of Property, the powers of Taxa- 
tion ought to be confined to the Colony Legislatures, 
respectively. 

*^ Therefore, That the monies raised as Duties, 
upon the Regulations of Trade, ought to be paid 
into the respective Colony Treasuries, and be subject 
to the disposal of their Deputies. 
"That in those Colonies whose Representatives in 
General Assembly are now chosen for a greater term 
than three years, such Assemblies, for t^e future, 
ought, in their duration, not to exceed that 
term. 

" That the Colonists are ready and willing to sup- 
'^port the Civil Gk>vernment within their respec- 
*^ tive Colonies ; and, on proper requisitions, to 
** assist in the general defence of the Empire, in 
" as ample manner as their respective abilities will 
'' admit. 

"That if objections be made that a resort to a 
"variety of Colony Legislatures, for general aids, is 
" inconvenient, and that laige, unappropriated Grants 
"to the Crown, from America, would endanger the 
" Liberty of the Empire, then the Colonies are ready 
"and willing to assent to a Continental Congress, 
" deputed from the several Colonies, to meet with a 
" President appointed by the Crown, for the purpose 
" of raising and apportioning their general aids, upon 
" application made by the Crown, according to the 
"advice of the British Parliament, to be judged of by 
" the said Congress. 

"And as the free enjoyment of the Rights of Con- 
" science is, of all others, the most valuable branch of 
" human Liberty ; and the indulgence and establish- 
"ment of Popery, all along the interior confines of 
"the old Protestant Colonies, tends not only to 
"obstruct their growth but weaken their security; 
"that neither the Parliament of Great Britain nor 
" any other earthly Legislature or Tribunal ought or 
" can interfere or interpose, in any wise, howsoever, 
" in the religious and ecclesiastical concerns of the 
" Colonies. 

" That the Colonies, respectively, are entitled . to a 
"free and exclusive power of legislation, within 
"themselves, respectively, in all cases of internal 
" polity, whatsoever, subject only to the negative of 
" their Sovereign, in such manner as has been, herer 
" tofore, accustomed. 

" Resolved : That no one Article of the aforer 
" going Report be considered preliminary to another, 
" so as to preclude ai^ apcommoda^iqn without such 
"Article J and that no part of the said Report be 
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''deemed binding or obligatory upon the Bepre- 
''sentatives of this Colony, in Continental Con- 
gress." ' 

The principles on which that Plan was constructed 
and the methods which were proposed for the execu- 
tion of its provisions were so radically subversiTe of 
all the purposes for which Colonies were established 
and protected ; so singularly presumptuous in claiming 
all the privileges and benefits enjoyed by English- 
men without assuming any of the burdens under 
which Englishmen were then staggering ; so unac- 
countably inconsistent in conceding the authority of 
the Parliament to regulate their Trade and to 
levy Duties on their Imports while, at the same time, 
they denied the authority of that Parliament to im- 
pose Taxes on them, for general purposes, in the 
same manner and to the same extent and for the 
same purposes that it imposed similar Taxes on 
Englishmen, in England ; so unduly arrogant in 
dictating to the Home Government and to the Parlia- 
ment what they should do and what they should not 
do — including, in the former, a removal of all those 
obstruction^ to the " illicit Trade " of the Colonists, 
which that Home Qovemment and that Parliament 
had interposed — ^as the price of their indirect proffer 
of an abandonment of their rebellious movements 
and of their return to their duties, as subjects of the 
Crown, that it is difficult to bring one's self to a 
belief that the framers and supporters of that pro- 
posed Flan were really sincere in proposing it. unless 
with the qualification that their enthusiasm and the 
seeming indifference of the Home and Colonial 
Gk>vernments had blinded them to its remarkable 
peculiarities, and induced them to regard the Colonists 
as something superior, in their political standing, 
to other subjects of the Crown — as something more 
than subjects, owing obedience to those in authority 
and to the Laws of the land. Such a Planj had it 
been submitted to the Home Government and to the 
Parliament, would, unquestionably, have aggravated 
instead of conciliated, and have widened the breach 
which then separated the Colonies and the Mother 
Country, instead of closing it. It is serviceable, how- 
ever, to the careful student of the history of that 
period, to indicate how much the Rebellion had 
already palled upon the senses of even those who 
were its local leaders ; how much a reconciliation was 
secretly hankered for, even among those who were 
blustering in fictitious bravery ; how much of hypoc- 
risy there was among those who were loudly pretend- 
ing to be "patriots,'' in harmony with similar 
"patriots" in each of the other Colonies, all of them 
zealously and noisily crowding the entire Continent 
into an open and unqualified Rebellion, while, at the 
same time, they were secretly determining, among 
themselves, by how slight a bond they were bound to 
their associates in crime, how delicately constructed 

I Journal of (he ProvincMl Ormgrf-sg, 4 ho., P. M., Die Martis, June 27, 
177f). 



were their honor and their patriotism, and at what 
price the Home Government could purchase their ad- 
herence and their " patriotism " and their sympathy 
with their compatriots, whenever that Home Govern- 
ment should incline to enter the market of " patriot- 
" ism," for such a purpose. 

At a very early period, the security of the pass at 
Kingsbridge appears to have attracted the attention 
of the revolutionary faction ; and measures were taken 
with the evident intention of throwing up some 
defensive works, at that point, for the protection 
of the City. 

Immediately after the receipt of intelligence con- 
cerning the raid of the Royal troops on Lexington 
and Concord, without any formal order from the 
Committee of One hundred, great numbers of men 
were employed in hauling the cannon from the City 
to Kingsbridge, in readiness for the work of intrench- 
ment;' and on the fourth of May, the Committee 
" ordered, that Captain Sears, Captain Randall, and 
" Captain Fleming be a Committee to procure proper 
"judges to go and view the ground at or near Kings- 
" bridge, and report to this Committee, with all 
" convenient speed, whether it will answer the pur- 
" poses intended by it " ' — ^although they were not 
described, the " purposes " referred to were, evidently, 
for the protection of the City from any irruption, by 
land, from the country Towns. 

The published Proceedings of the CbmmUtee of One 
hundred, in the City of New York, make no mention 
of the doings of that Committee ; and it is not proba- 
ble that it accomplished anything, in the way of forti- 
fying Kingsbridge ; but, on the twenty-fifth of May, 
the Continental Congress agreed to the following 
Resolutions, " respecting New York," one of which 
relates to the defence of Kingsbridge. These Reso- 
lutions were in the following words : 

" 1.— Resolved, That a Post be immediately taken 
" and fortified at or near King's-Bridge, in the Colony 
" of New- York ; and that the ground be chosen with 
"a particular view to prevent the communication 
'* between the City of New- York and the country 
" from being interrupted by land. 

" 2. — Resolved, that a Post be also taken in the 
" Highlands, on each side of Hudson's River, and Bat- 
" teries erected in such manner as will most efiectual- 
" ly prevent auy Vessels passing, that may be sent to 
" harass the Inhabitants on the borders of said River ; 
" and that experienced persons be immediately sent 
" to examine said River, in order to discover where it 
" will be most advisable and proper to obstruct the 
" Navigation. 

" 3.— Resolved, That the Militia of New- York be 
" armed and trained, and in constant readiness to act 



« Proctedmgt of the Oowndl of the Oolong of New York, ** Monday, May I, 
•• 1775." 

3 Miwites of the Committee of One ku lirvrf, A.4Journod Meeting, " Thur»- 
"day morning, 4th May, 1775." 
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'' at a moment's warning ; and that a number of Men 
" be immediately embodied, and kept in that City, and 
** so disposed of as to give protection to the Inhabit- 
''ants, in case any insult should be offered by the 
"Troops that may land there, and to prevent any 
"attempts that may be made to gain possession of 
"the City, and interrupt its intercourse with the 
" country. 

"4."--[Re80LVEd.] " That it be left to the Provincial 
" Congress of New-York to determine the number of 
" men sufficient to occupy the several Posts above- 
" mentioned, and also that already recommended to be 
" taken at or near Lake George, as well as to guard the 
" City, Provided, the whole do not exceed the number 
" of three thousand men, to be commanded by such 
"Officers as shall be thereunto appointed by said 
" Provincial Cangress, and to be governed by such 
" Rules and Regulations as shall be established by said 
" Congress, until farther order is taken by this Con- 
" gress ; Provided, also, that if the said Provincial 
" Congress should be of opinion that the number pro- 
" posed will not be sufficient for the several services 
" above recommended, that the said Congress report 
" their sentiments upon this subject to this Congress, 
** as soon as may be. 

" 6." — [Resolved.] " That it be recommended to 
" the said Provincial Congress, that in raising those 
'* Forces, they allow no Bounties or Clothing, and 
"that their Pay shall not exceed the establishment 
" of the New-England Colonies. 

"6." — [Resolved.] "That it be further recom- 
" mended to the Provincial Congress, aforesaid, that 
"the Troops be enlisted to serve until the ladt day 
" of December next, unless this Congress shall direct 
" that they be sooner disbanded." ^ 

On the following day, [May 26, 1776,] the Conti- 
nental Congress further " Resolved, That it be recom- 
" mended to the Congress aforesaid, to persevere the 
" more vigorously in preparing for their defence, as it 
" is very uncertain whether the earnest endeavours of 
" this Congress to accommodate the unhappy differences 
" between Great Britain and the Colonies, by concilia- 
" tory measures, will be successful ; " and, in addition, 
it "Ordered, That the above Resolves, respecting 
" New- York, be transmitted by the President in a let- 
" ter, to the Provincial Congress of New- York ; and 
" that it be particularly recommended to said Con- 
" gress, by the President, not to publish the foregoing 
" Resolves, but to keep them as secret as the nature of 
" the case requires." * 

On the twenty-ninth of May, the Resolutions 
which had been thus adopted by the Continental 
Congress, were received by the Provincial Congress ; * 
and on the following day, on motion of John Morin 



1 Jifumal of the CottUneiUal ConffreM^ " Thanday, Hay 25, IHo." 

> j4mrmU of tke Omtinenlal Congrem, '' Friday, May 26, 1776/* 

s Jonmal of the Provincial CotigrvM^ " Dies Luua', 4 ho., P.M., May 
•• 29«», 1775." 



Scott, of the City of New- York, they were taken into 
consideration — ^that portion of them which directed 
the fortifying of Kingsbridge, was referred to Cap* 
tain Richard Montgomery, of Duchess-county, Henry 
Glenn and Robert Yates, of Albany-county, and Col- 
onel James Van Cortlandt and Colonel James 
Holmes, of Westchester-county, with orders " to view 
" the ground at or near King's Bridge, and report to 
"this Congress whether the ground near King's 
" Bridge will admit of making a fortification there, 
" that will be tenable ; and at what particular place 
"the ground will admit of making the best and 
" most tenable fortification ; and that they call to 
"their assistance such persons as they shall think 
" necessary, and make report to this Congress, with all 
"convenient speed:" that portion of them which 
directed the erection of fortifications in the High- 
lands, on the Hudson-river, was referred to Colonel 
James Clinton and Christopher Tappan, both of UN 
ster-county, with orders to " take to their assistance 
" such persons as they shall think necessary ; to go to 
"the Highlands, and view the banks of Hudson's 
" river there ; and to report to this Congress the most 
" proper place for erecting one or more fortifications ) 
" and, likewise, an estimate of the expense that will 
" attend erecting the same." * 

Both these Resolutions were initiatory of prolonged 
and not always harmonious and agreeable proceed' 
ings, both without and within the Provincial Con- 
gress and both without and within the Congress of 
the Continent, all of which can be considered with 
greater propriety in the local publications concerning 
the Towns of Kingsbridge and Cortlandt and in the 
general publications concerning the War of the Ameri< 
can Revolution, than in a general History of the 
Oofinfy of Westchester; and, for that reason and with 
this introductory send-off, the construction of those 
military works to which the Resolutions referred will 
receive no further attention, in this narrative. . 

On the thirty -first of May, in its further considera- 
tion of the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, 
which have been already laid before the reader, the 
Provincial Congress resolved, " that it be recommended 
"to the Inhabitants of this Colony, in general, im- 
" mediately to furnish themselves with necessary arms 
"and ammunitions; to use all diligence to perfect 
" themselves in the military art ; and^ if necessary, to 
" form themselves into Companies, for that purpose, 
" until the further order of the Congress ; " and it 
ordered the Resolution to be printed in the news- 
papers and in handbills. At the same time, it met 
the call of the Continental Congress, for men to oc- 
cupy the proposed posts at Kingsbridge and in the 
Highlands, for the protection of the City of New 
York, and for that of Lake George, referred to in the 
third and fourth Resolutions of that Congress, by re- 
solving that it " would use all possible diligence in 
I - 

* Jourmil of the lYovincial Congrea*^ ** 6 ho., P»M., Bllay 30, 1776.* • 
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" embodying men according to the said Resolutions ; " 
and by appointing a Committee "to report an ar- 
*' rangement of the troops to be embodied for the 
*' defence of this Colony ; and to report such Bules 
" and Begulations as would be proper to be established 
"by this Congress, for the government of such 
" troops." * 

The doings of the Provincial Congress were, of 
course, entirely in the interest of the Rebel- 
lion. 

Early in the Summer, as has been stated, the Con- 
tinental Congress ordered the enlistment of a large 
armed force, of which three thousand were to be 
raised and put into the field by the Colony of New 
York. These troops were to be commanded by such 
Officers as should be thereunto appointed by the 
Provincial Congress; they were to be governed by 
such Bules and Regulations as that Cbngress should 
establish for that purpose ; they were to be mustered 
into the service, to serve no longer than the last day 
of the succeeding December ; ' and as there was no 
enemy before them, and as little probability existed 
that there would be any one to molest them, during 
their short term of service, the proffered opportunity 
to take the field, as Continental Soldiers, appeared to 
be very inviting — it seemed, in fact, to promise what 
would be little else than an organized picnic-party, 
for the succeeding Summer and Autumn and early 
Winter months. 

There were, of course, plenty of applications from 
those of the well-born, among the revolutionary fac- 
tion and from among those who had been instrumental 
in bringing the Livingstons and the Morrises and 
others into authority, for each of the offices, in each 
of the four Regiments into which the levy on New 
York was arranged; but there was an evident back- 
wardness, among the masses, from the beginning, in 
enlisting for "the private station;" there was a 
greater anxiety, among those who did enlist, con- 
cerning their pay and bounty and " under clothes,*' 
than for the welfare of the Colony ; and, generally, 
there was very little inclination, any where, among 
those who had them, to exchange their peaceful oc- 
cupations and their domestic comforts and their quiet 
homes, under such circumstances as then existed, for 
a distant encampment or a distant military post and 
the sometimes laborious and not always well-supplied 
and always irregular lives of soldiers, in garrison as 
well as in the field. 

Of the four Regiments thus" ordered, on the Conti- 
nental Establishment, only the Fourth, or Duchess, 
appears to have had any connection with Westchester- 
county — James Holmes, of Bedford, an experienced 



^Journal of the l\wincial Oongre»$^ ** Dlo Mercuril, 9 ho., A.M., May 
"3l8t, 1775." 

iJcrumul of the Conti»ental Cowjreu, ** Thureday, May 25, and Friday, 
" May 20, 1775— pages 98, 99, ante. 



soldier of the former War, was its Colonel;' and 
Philip Van Cortlandt, of Cortlandt Manor, who held, 
also, a Royal Commission of Major in the Colonial 
Militia, was its Lieutenant-colonel ;* Barnabas Tut- 
hill, of Southold, Sufiblk county, was its Major ;^ 
Benjamin Chapman was its Quarter-master; and 
Ebenezer Haviland was its Surgeon.* Of the ten 
Companies of which the Regiment was composed, 
three were largely from Westchester-county — of one 
of these Jonathan Piatt, of Bedford, was CaptainJ 
David Dan, of Poundridge, was First Lieutenant ; ^ 

and Manning Bull, of , was Second Lieutenant: 

of another of those Companies, Daniel Mills, of Bed- 



3 Jamee Holmes wan the grandson of one of the original proprietors 
and settlers of the Town of Bedford. He was born in that Town, in 
1737 : and a Captain in the Army, during the War with France, in which 
he gained great credit Be was elected to the Provincial Oonvention 
for the appointment of Delegates to the (Continental Congress of 1774 ; 
and he was a member of the Provincial Congress, by whom he was made 
Colonel of this Regiment. He went with his Regiment to the northern 
fttmtier, and occupied Ticonderogo, very much to his disgust ; quarrelled 
with General Schuyler, who commanded in that Department ; declined 
to continue In the service, after the term of the enlistment of his com- 
mand had expired ; became a Loyalist ; took the Lieutenant-colonelcy 
of the Corps of the Westchester-oounty Refugees ; continued to live in 
Bedford, until about 1810, when he removed to New Haven, where he 
died, nn the eighth of July, 1824, aged eighty-seven years. 

Au extended notice of him may be seen in Joneses JJintory of New York 
during the Bevolntionarjf War, ii., ^M 386; and, in his Kote$ to that His- 
tory (li., 618-621.) Mr. deLaucey has re-prodnced, in full, on exceed- 
ingly interesting autobiographical tract, from the Culonors own pen. 

* Philip Van Cortlandt, eldest son of Pierre Van Cortlandt, was bom 
in the City of New York, in 1749 (?), and was a graduate of King's (now 
Columbia) College, in the clajss of 17.'i8 (?). He was a Surveyor and a 
Country Merchant and Miller; a M«Jor in the Wittchester-coun^ 
Militia, under Governor Tiyon; and a member of the Provincial Con- 
gress by whom he was mode Lieutenant-colonel of this Regiment. He 
continued in the military service, until the close of the War of the Revo- 
lution ; after which he was one of the Commisslonera of Forfeitures ; 
represented Westchester-cuunty in the Assembly, 1788-*9, 1780-*90; the 
Southern District, in the Senate, 1791-*4 ; his District, in Gongren, 1793- 
18(19: and died on the twenty-first of November, 1831.— (Bolton's Hietory 
of HV«(cA«'«<«r-coiinfy, original edition, i., 58-60 ; the tame, second edition, 
i., 111-112; etc!) 

B Barnabas Tuthill was a resident of Soutiiold ; had not joined the 
Raiment, which was then at Ticonderogo, as late as the lint of Septem- 
ber, when he wa^ in New York City, " unable to proceed for want of 
" money to pay his expenses." Ho appears to have returned to the ser- 
vice, in 1776 ; but, during the Summer, he was dismissed from the Army, 
at fiis own request. — (Journal of the lYotmeial OongreUf ** 4 ho., P.M., 
''September 1st, 1775 ; " General McDongal to Itobert Folei, ** Yonkkbs. 
"21 October, 177C.") 

^The Roster of the entire Regiment may be seen in the Hintorieal Man- 
tucr^pt* relating to the War of the Jfevohition — Military Qimmittery xxv., 
5»l— in the ofRce of the Secretary of State, at Albany. • 

7 Jonathan Piatt was an aged man, whom Mr. Bolton has Erroneously 
made the great-grandfather of Hon. Lewis C. Piatt of White Plains ; he 
was Mr. Platl's grand-Uncle. He was elected a Delegate to the Pro- 
vincial Convention called to elect Deputies to the Continental Congress 
of 1774 ; he was a member of the first County Committee of Westcbetittjr- 
county, in 1775 ; and a menil>er of tlie fourth Provincial Congrew, or, as 
it WHS called after a while, the Provincial Convention— that which de- 
clared the Independence of New York from the King of Great Britain, 
which had not been done by the Congress, at Philadelphia, on the fourth 
of July, 1776. 

8 David Dan was a member of the first County Committee of Westcbes- 
ter-oounty, in 1775, and a member of the Town Committee uf Pound- 
ridge, in 1776. He was appointed to the command of a Company, in 
Colonel Thomas's Regiment, in August, 1770. 
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ford, was CaptaiD ; ^ Elijah Hunter, of the same Town, 

wa« First Lieutenant;' and John Bayley, of , 

was Second. Lieutenant : ' of the remaining Com- 
pany, Ambrose Horton, apparently from the White 

Plains, was Captain ; * David Palmer, of , was 

First Lieutenant:^ and Samuel Tredwell Pell, of 



1 Giptain Daniel Mills coDtinued in the service, after the Regiment 
was disbanded, at the close of the year, serving as a Oaptain in Colonel 
Van Schalck's Regiment of the New York Line, in the Continental 
Army. 

* Xayah Hunter was originally named for Second Lieotenaot, with 
Sauioel Uaight, aubeeqnently Sheriff of the Ooanty. as First Lieutenant. 
He was a member of the County Committee, representing Bedford, 1770- 
7 ; subsequently became a Captain in Van Cortlandt's Regiment ; and 
left the senriou at the close of 1776. 

'John Bayley sTldently left the Regiment before it went Into active 
Mnrioe, sinoe, In August, 1776, Miles Oakley, a member of the flnt 
Cbuoty Committee, was appointed In his place, leaving the service at 
the end of the year. 

The following paper, with the names of the men enlisted Into this 
Company, Is taken from the original manuscript, among the HidoHoal 
Mfmu$eript» relating to Ike War of the RevohUion : Mmtoary JMhtih, xxvli., 
266 ; and will lie interesting to those who have descended ftx>m the older 
families of Bedford : 



**A Return of the Mm inliated 
firwt Leut. 

*' AbUah Dan, 

** Jonathan Weeks, 

** Willis mi^or wilks, 

** John feris, 

"James Raymond, Jun' 

*< John Bud, 

** Amos Roberts, 

•• Henry Rich, 

•* Abram Nickels, 

** Nathanel Smith, 

*< Moris Higgins, 

*' ebenesor weeb, 

** Charles parados, 

** Ambres Benedick, 

** James Benuet, 

'* Daniel McClean, 

** Lemuel Light, 

** James Mills, 

*• Thomas Ctoldlng, 

"Joseph Sean, 

**Lowran Brinney, 

**newman wayrin, 

** Timothy Conner, 

'•Henry Noole, 

" John Cunnlnggame, 



** BcAoroHD, July 29th, 1775. 
Daniel MUU Oapt. and Eli^ak Hunter 

AbUah Weed, 
John thomas, 
Lewis Miller, 
James trowbridg, 
Joseph Clarke, Jun' 
John elllt, Jun' 
James Cannady, 
John Goaseper, 
James Miller, 
Nathan Holmes, 
John Runnelds, 
William Miller, 
Daniel Holmes, 
Jeremiah Lane, 
Giddeon Smith, 
Zephanlah Millies, 
Isaac tltus, 
John Daniels, 
John Still, 
George Garret, 
Holmes astin, 
newman betts, 
John Dayly, 
Shubel Cunnlnggame, 
Patrick Cuhana. 

** Total 60. 



"To PSTKB V. B. LlVlMOSTON, Bsq* 

" Preridenty of ye New York Provinciai Oongret$,'' 

* There Is some reason for supposing that Ambrose Horton was lm> 
ported from Southold, In Suffolk-county, to take the command of a Com- 
pany In this Regiment ; but, wherever he may have originated, he 
enlisted **flfty*Blx able bodyed men*' for the Company; and reported 
them to the Provincial CongresR, from the White Plains, on the twenty- 
sixth of July, 1775, {HMorical Mannecripte, etc.: MUUary lielnmn, xxvi., 
57.) Unfortunately, he did not return the names of those enlisted men. 

ft The First Lieutenancy of this Company whs originally given to 
Samuel Clanuon, who appears to have g^ven way for David Palmer, 
apparently from Ducliess-cuunty ; and, in August, 1775, the latter was 
again raised, by being appointed to tlie command of a Company, in this 
Regiment. While he held the Lieutenancy, ho enlisted twenty-three 
men for this Company, in Richmond-county, {UUtorical Manuecripte, etc.: 
MUUary Retanu, xxvi., 53.) 



, was Second Lieutenant.' The names of none 

of those who held Warrants, as Non-commissioned 
OiiicerB, in either of these Companies, have been 
preserved; and it is to be regretted that, except in 
the instance of the Bedford Company, the names of 
those who were in the ranks, as Privates, are no 
longer known. A considerable number of the latter 
classes, with no other claim to distinction than their 
physical ability to work or to fight and their good in- 
tentions, was probably taken from the yeomaury of 
Westchester-county ; and, notwithstanding they were 
mostly detained at Ticonderoga, without having been 
permitted to join General Montgomery, before Que- 
bec, as he particularly desired and requested they 
should do, there is no reason for supposing that they 
failed, in the slightest degree, to discharge every 
duty which was laid on them, satisfactorily to their 
commanding Officers. Some of them are said to have 
served in Canada ; ^ but it is understood that the Regi- 
ment was discharged, at the close of the term for 
which it had been enlisted; and that the greater 
number returned, with honor, to their respective 
homes. 

It will be remembered that the Continental Con- 
gress, among the Resolutions relating to the Colony 
of New York, which it adopted on the twenty -fifth 
and twenty-sixth of May, ^ included a requisition 
" that the Militia of New- York be armed and trained 
'^and in constant readiness to act at a moment's 
'^warning," etc.; and that those Resolutions were duly 
transmitted to the Provincial Congress of that Col- 
ony.' After a prolonged consideration of the sub- 
ject, by two Committees and by the body of the 
Provincial Congress,^^ on the ninth of August, a Re- 
port was made and adopted, providing for the com- 
plete re-organization of the Militia of the Colony, and 
for a complete change in the personnel of those who 
commanded it." On the twenty -second of the same 



*The Second Lieutenancy of this Company was originally given to 
Nehemiah Marshall ; but. In July, 1775, that gentleman withdrew and 
Mr. Pell was appointed to the vacan<qr. The latter was evidently pro- 
moted to the Kirst Lieutenancy, when, in August of that year, Lieuten- 
ant Palmer vras promoted to the command of a Company ; and, on the 
same day, Isaac Van Waert was i^ipolnted to the vacant Seoond Lieuten- 
ancy. 

7 Captain David Palmer, Lieutenant Samuel T. Pell, and Lieutenant 
Isaac Van Wacrt are particularly noticed as having served in Canada, 
in 1776, {Hiftorical Mamtucript*, etc.: MUUary CommUtee^t Ai/kt«, xxv., 
7CA ; the a€mie ; MUUary Reiuma^ xxvil., 166 ;) and it may reasonably be 
supposed that the Company of which they were OfBcers, accompanied 
them. 

8 Jownal of the Continental Omgreu, " Thursday, May 26, and Friday, 
" May 26, 1775," pages 98, 09, ante. 

^Jonmal of the Provincifd Cowjreea^ ** Die Lunn, 4 ho., P.M., May 29th, 
'* 1775." 

^^ Journal of the Provincial OongreMy *' Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., July 7, 
••1776 ; " the mime, •• Die Jovis, 9 ho., A.M., July 27, 1775 ; " the $ame, 
•• Die Luna>, 9^io., A.M., August 7, 1775 ;" and tfte tamcy " Die Mcrcurii, 
«• 9 ho., A.M., August 9, 1776." 

^^ Journal of the ProvincitU Congre$»t "Die Morcurli, 9 ho., A.M., 
'• August 9, 1776." 
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month, with a very important change, which permit- 
ted those who were not residents of the Districts or 
Beats to take and to hold offices therein, that Report 
^as included in an elaborate ** Militia Billy" which 
provided that every portion of the Colony should be 
divided into " Districts or Beats," in such manner 
that each of those Districts should include, as nearly 
as possible, eighty-three men and boys, between six- 
teen and sixty years of age, and capable of bearing 
arms. These Companies were to be commanded by 
Officers to be elected by the respective Companies, 
and commissioned by the Provincial Congress. One 
fourth of the entire force was to be organized as 
Minute-men; the Companies were to be organized 
into Regiments ; the Regiments were to be organized 
into Brigades ; and all were to be commanded by a 
Major-general, to be appointed and commissioned by 
the Provincial Congress. Provisions were also made 
requiring '' every man, between the ages of sixteen 
*^ and fifty,'' to provide himself with a musket and 
bayonet, a sword or tomahawk, a cartridge-box to 
contain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, a knap- 
sack, one pound of gunpowder, and three pounds of 
balls ; and various other provisions, for the govern- 
ment of the Militia, were also enacted.^ 

There does not appear to have been much discon- 
tent, in any part of the Colony, because of the passage 
of that Ordinance or Act for the re-organization of 
the Militia ; but it afforded opportunities, in various 
places, for displays of that contempt for the unfran- 
chised and lowly masses, which those of higher social 
and political rank, even those who were ostentatiously 
assuming to be the especial guardians and defenders 
of the Rights of the Colonists, were not slow in present- 
ing to the world. A notable instance of this contempt 
was seen at Yonkers, where Frederick Van Cortlandt, 
an unprovided-for member of that extended family, 
aspired to the command of the Company in that 
Beat, probably as a stepping-stone to something bet- 
ter. The enrolled members of the Company, in whom 
the right of election rested, preferred one of their 
own number, John Cock, for their Captain ; and 
when the Poll was closed, it was found that the aris- 
tocratic aspirant had received only eleven votes, 
while his plebeian opponent had received forty-eight, 
and one had been given to William Betts.^ The de- 
feated aspirant subsequently complained that, although 
his successful opponent had signed the AsiocicUioji, 
he had done so without having heartily approved it, 
supporting his charge with an affidavit of William 
Hadley,' who had aspired to the First Lieutenancy 



1 That " Militia Bill," in extento, was published as a Note to the Jour- 
ntd of the l^rovincial OongrtM, ** Die Martiii, 9 ho., A.M., August 22, 
"1775." 

* Voteg of the M'ditia Kmbodytd in ye Pffcincl of thif YutiJie'rH and of offi- 
cers nainfn this 24 August^ 1770. — Historical MaMMcripts^ etc. : Military 
Returtis, xxvl., 23 ; xxvii., 263. 

» " Wk8T(.'IIE8TER CJorjiTY, M. 

" Williaui Uadley, of the said County, yoonian, ponsonally spiiearod 



of the Company, and had received only twelve of the 
sixty votes which were cast for that office;^ and, of 
course, the Committee of Safety of the County 
transmitted the affidavit to the Provincial Con- 
gress, promising to supplement what was then 
sent with evidence that Cock had ^'spoken very dis- 
" respectfully of the Congress ;" and inviting that body 
to withhold the Commission to which Cock was en- 
titled under the provisions of the Congress's own 
enactment.^ Six days afterwards, fifty-nine of the 
Inhabitants of Yonkers presented a Petition to the 
Committee of Safety, justifying their action in elect- 
ing Cock as their Captain, and asking that he might 
be commissioned, as such;' but Isaac Green, one of 



before the Committee of Safety for the Goanty aforesaid, and being 
duly sworn on the Holy KyaniceliBts of the Almighty God, nlth that 
he the Deponent being appointed one of the Sub-Committee for the 
superintending the signing of the GenenU Asaociatiau of this Provinop, 
carried the same to one, John Ooclc, of the Yunken, in said County, 
and asked the said John Cock to sign the same ; he, the said John 
Cock taking the pen in his hand nttered the following words: ' I sign 
' this with my hand, but not with my heart, for I would not have 
' signed it bad it not been for my wife and family^s sake ; ^ and this he 
sereral times repeated in the hearing of him the Deponent And 
further the Deponent saith not. 

** William Hadlit. 

"Sworn the 11th Sept., 1775, 
** before me, 

"GilbtDbake.'' 

« Votes of the MilUia Rnbodyed, etc.— Historioal Maituscript*^ etc., 3fff*- 
tary Returns, xxvi., 23; xxvii., 263. 

ft Letter from OUbert Drake^ Chairman^ to John Raring, PAoirmaN of the 
OommUtee of Safety, ai New York, »* Whitr-Plaihs, Sept. llth, 1776." 

• Jowrrud of the Committee of Safety, ** Die hunm, 9 ho., A.M., Septem- 
"her 18, 1775." 

The Petition thus presented has been proserred ; and the following 
has been copied from it'-Hiatorical Mamucripts, etc., PetHiom, xxxi., 101. 

"To THK Honb'« The Provincial Conoress or the Provi.nce or New 
" York in the City or New York CoNVKM<i — Or in their Recess, 
" To THB*HoNo»»>« The Cuicmittbe or Saftky. 

" The Honorable Petition of the Inhabitants tff the Prodnct of the 
"lower Yonkers in the Coun^ of Westchester Humbly Sheweth : 

"That your Honourable House have made a Resolv^i and Published 
'* the same Recommending to the Inhabitants of every Town Manner 
** Precinct A District within the Province aforesaid, to meet nominate 
" and appoint Captains and Other Officers To form Themselves as Com* 
'* pany* of Militia. 

" And whereas the Inhabitants of this Precinct Did meet agreeable to 
" your said Resolve On the Twenty*fourth Di^ of August Last, under 
" the Inspection of the Commitee for that District Did by a very great 
*• Majority as by the List will appear, Did Nominate and appoint Mr. 
"John Cock of the said Precinct for his known Skill and ability in tlie 
" Military Discipline and for other good Cause, appointed him Captain 
" of the said Company for the District aforesaid. 

"And whereas we are informed that a Complaint hath been made to 
" the Commitee by a few of the Inhabitants against the said Mr. John 
" Cock out of Spite and Malice and as we conceive what has been aieg< 
"against him was before the Signing the Association, we are well 
" assured that Since his Signing the said Association no person Can ac- 
" cuse him of breaking the same by any ways or means whatever. 

" Therefore we the Petitioners and Subscribers Do Humbly beg the 

"Indulgence of This Honourable House To Grant unto M'. John Cock 

" the Commission of Captain for the Company aforesaid as we are Con> 

"vinced hewaschossen agreeable to your said Resolve and your Peti> 

^ " tionen as in Duty Bound shall ever pray. 
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those who had voted for Cock, at the Election, was 
induced to join with George Hadley, the latter in a 
second Affidavit, showing that Cock "had damned the 
" Provincial Congress of this Colony, and spoke dis- 
" respectfully of them ;*' and these were laid before 
the Colonial Committee of Safety, in opposition to 
the Petition of the fifty-nine and to the claim of the 
Captain-elect. The result was probably foreseen by 
the Petitioners and their successful candidate — ^why 
should the carefully expressed will of fifty-nine respec- 
table men, declared in conformity with the published 
terms of the Congress itself, be permitted to stand in 
the way of a Van Cortlandt, the latter with nothing 
else than two ex-parte Affidavits to sustain the evi- 
dently ridiculous charge of wrong-doing in the suc- 
cessful candidate? and why, also, should those other 
successful candidates who had, also, been elected by 
the same great majority and at the same time, with- 
out even the semblance of an accusation against 
either of them, be permitted to receive their Com- 
missions ? It was true, that the latter had not been 
known to have spoken disrespectfully of either the 
Agsociathn or of the Congress : it was true, that they 
had received nearly five-sixths of the votes which 
were cast: it was true, that the Election had been 
held under the inspection of the proper Committee : 
it was true, that every requirement of the Congress's 



"Charles Tylor, 

"Martin Port, 

*' James Munro, 

" Antbr Allaire, 

** Edward Ryer, 

" BeiOamin Fairlngton, 

"William Rose, 

" Henry presher, 

*' Thomas Ftulngton, 

"TsacPostt, 

"James Rich, 

"Gilbert Brown, 

his 
"Thomss X Tippit, 

mark, 
"Samuel Laurence, 
" thomas Merrell, 
"Samuel Williams, 
"Fredrick Brown, 
"Israel Underbill, 
" David Oakley, Jun', 
" Joieph Oakley, Jun', 
" Oeorge Crawford, 
" Moses Oakley, 
"Abraham Rich, 
" Maihious Archer, 

his 
"Bxk X Brown, 
mark, 

his 
"Abraham X Asten, 

mark, ' 

" Robert Farrington, 

his 
"John X Odie, 

mark 

his 
"Ab» X Odle, 
mark 
"lx)WBR YoNKKRK, Sepl' 16, 1775," 



John DeToe, 
Jacob Post, 
Henry Brown, 
Henrey Taylor, 
Anthoney Archer, 
Basal Archer, 
Thomas Oakley, 
Jonathan Fowler, 

his 

Ab» X Post, 

mark 

his 
Dennis X Post, 
mark 
his 
William X Post, 

mark 
Robert Brown, 
Danel Deen, 
Stephen Bastine, 
Beiv)"> Arsdan, 
Henry Nonis, 
John Quevnau, 
Thomas Rich, 
ElUh Uylor, 
Jacob Taylor, 
James Crawford, 
Unathan Taylor, 
Isrel Post, 

his 
Lewis X post, 

mark 
John Warner, 
Francis Smith, 
Jordan Norris, 
froderlck Vermilyea, 
John Cortright, 
Edward Cortright. 



own enactments had been duly observed : it was also 
true, however, that they were obnoxious to *' a few 
" of the Inhabitants," and, therefore, without an ac- 
cusation, without a hearing, without a shadow of 
authority, even in the elastic law of the Congress, 
the expressed will of the Company was disregarded 
and the pretended principles of the Revolution were 
thrown aside, by the refusal of the Committee of 
Safety to recognize either of the successful candidates, 
and by the issue of an order for a new Election,^ 
which, if it was held, was not held until the follow- 
ing March. 

With '^ the letter of the MUUia Jtegulations" as has 
been said, there did not appear to be any extended 
discontentment; but with the arbitrary conduct of 
some of those who were to oversee the execution of it 
— the instance, at Yonkers, being only one of several 
—there was, very reasonably, much dissatisfaction 
among those, being men from whom duties were, ex- 
acted, who were, nevertheless, regarded and treated 
as if they were not men, and as if they possessed no 
social or political privilege which those who were bet- 
ter bom were legally obliged to recognize and re- 
spect. 

In a community, such as that which constituted 
Colonial Westchester-county, which was already 
known and distinguished because of its consistent con- 
servatism and, therefore, because of its backwardne-is 
in promoting the cause of the Rebellion, such a ty- 
rannical exercise of political authority as had been 
seen in connection with the Election of Militia 
Officers, at Yonkers, by those who were, themselves, 
exercising only an authority which had been usurped 
and which was held and exercised without due war- 
rant in law, was everything else than conciliatory, 
and was far better adapted to arouse and to infiame 

^Journal of the OommiUee of Safety, ** Die Martis, 9 ho., A.M., Septem- 
"ber 19th, 1776." 

The following letter, addressed by the Colonial Ck)mmittoe of Safety to 

Frederic Van Cortlandt and others. Informing them of the remarliablf 

result of this Election, in Tonkers, will interest those who desire to 

learn the inside history of the Revolution, in Westchester-connty : 

" In Goumittek op Safety, 

"New- York, Sept. 19th, 1775. 
** Obntlkmen : 

*' Having considered your report, and also the report of 

"your County Committee, concerning the Election of John Cox, as 

'* a Captain of the Company of Militia at Tonkers. We have determined 

* him to be disqualified for a Commission, not only because at the time 

" of his signing the Auoeiation he declared it to be an involuntary act, but 

" also because he has spoke most contemptuously of the Provincial Gon- 

** gresB. And in order that the oth«r OfficerB in the Company may have 

'*a chance of promotion, which cannot be done according to the letter of 

" the MUitia BegyJation*^ you are hereby desired to cause a new Election 

** to be mode of all the Officers of the Company, pursuant to the said 

" Regulattona^ taking care to give public notice that the said John Oocks 

" cannot be admitted to any oflBce whatsoever. 

" We are respectftilly. Gentlemen, 

** Your very humble Servants, 

'* By order of the Committee of Safety, 

** John Harino, Chairmttu. 

**To Frederic V. Cortlandt, Benjamin 

** Drake, Stephen Sneden, Tiiouas Em- 

** MONK, William Betts and William 

•' IIadley, at Yonkers, Westchester." 
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the passions of those who were loyal to the universally 
recognized Sovereign and obedient to the public Laws 
of the land, than to soothe them. But the farmers of 
the County were generally peaceable men, preferring 
to endure a wrong instead of resenting and resisting it 
by force; and they appear to have generally proceed- 
ed, therefore, to the election of Officers, in the reor- 
ganized Militia of the County, with much unanimity 
and general good feeling. The first to respond to the 
call of the Provincial Congress, by the election of its 
Militia Officers, was the Borough Town of Westches- 
ter, where, on the twenty-fourth of August, John 
Oakley was elected to the command of the local Com- 
pany, ^ with Nicholas Berrian, for its First Lieuten- 
ant ; ^ Isaac Leggett, for its Second Lieutenant ; and 
Frederic Philipse Stevenson, for its Ensign. ' Subse- 
quently, when West Farms and the Manor of Ford- 
ham were separated from the body of the Town ai\d 
made a separate and distinct Beat, Nicholas Berrian 
was elected to the command of the new Company, 
with Gilbert Taylor, for its First Lieutenant; Daniel 
Devoe, for its Second Lieutenant; and Benjamin Val- 
entine, for its Ensign. * 

iJohn Oakley repreaented Westchester, Id the County Committee, 
from May, 1776, until May, 1777. 

s Nicholas Berrian was one of those, at Fordham and West Farms, who, 
in September, 1776, petitioned for the eetablshment of a Company, in 
that portion of the Town, separate from the other portions of it, {Hittorir 
eal JtfaMMenpte, etc.: JPsfiftoM, xxxi. 114) ; and, in October of the same 
year, when that Petition was granted, he was elected to the command 
of the new Company, {JBi$torioal McmuteripU, etc. Military Betumg^ 
xxvi., 284.) 

s HiKt/orical MainuKript* relating to the War o/ the Ra>obition : Military 
Returru, xxvi., 23 ; xxvij., 263. 

* HiBtorical Mamucripta relating to the War of the Bevolution : Military 
BetMnUf xxvi., 234. 

The following list of the names of those, from West Farms and the 
Manor of Fordham, who were summoned to meet at Wtistchester ; who 
petitioned fur the orgaulKation of the new Company ; and who wore its 
members, when it was organized, may properly And a place in this 
narrative. It was copied from the original manuscript, {HiUorioal Man- 
tucriptty PetUion$y xxxi:, 114.) 



Kichoias Berrian, 
Isaac Valintlne, 
Peter Valintine, 
John Stevens, 
Bepjamin Cursor [Oorta f] 
Abraham Dyckman, 
John Tunier, 
Beujamin Valentine, 

his 
Georg X Philpet, 

mark 
Isaac Valintine, Junior, 
Peter Bussing, Juner, 
Petor Bussing, 
Abraham Wils, 
Benjamin Cursor, Jr., 
Hendrick Ryer, * 
John Lint, [Lentf] 
John Byer, 
Isaac Corser, [Ooreaf] 
Isaac Corser, Ju', 
tunuB Leforge, 
Phillip Hunt, 
Stephen Knibree, 
Nathaniel Lawreuc, 
Peter Devoe, 



James McKay, 
Robert Campbell, 
Eden Hunt, 
Isaac Hunt, 
James Archer, 
Samuel Embree, Jun', 
Edward Harris, 
John Collard, 
Cornelius Jacobs, 
hesekiah Ward, 
Tunis Garrison, 
Isack Oaiit, 
Gilbert Taylor, 
Robert Gilmer, 
Benjamin Archer, Junr, 
Daniel Devoe, Ju', 
John Embree, Sen', 
Jacob Lent, 
his 
Abnun X Lent, 

mark 
Dennis Ryer, 
Jacob Valentine, 
Abraham garison, 
James Grobc, 
John Embree, Jun', 



In the Manor of Cortlandt, there were eight Dis- 
tricts or Beats, which appear to have been the same, 
in their several territorial limits, as those under the 
former arrangement ; and these elected the following 
Officers for the respective Companies : 

The District formerly commanded by Francis Lent 
elected James Kron kbyte, for its Captain ; Abraham 
Lamb, for its First Lieutenant ; Staats De Grote, for its 
Second Lieutenant ; and David Peuore, for its Ensign. 

The District formerly commanded by Barton Un- 
derbill elected Gilbert Van Cortlandt, for its Captain ; 
Daniel Hains, for its First Lieutenant ; ^ James Taller, 
for its Second Lieutenant ; and Haramanos Gardinear 
minor, or " Third," for its Ensign. 

The District formerly commanded by Jeremiah 
Drake elected Gilbert Lock wood, for its Captain ; John 
Drake, for its First Lieutenant; ' Joshua Drake, for its 
Second Lieutenant ; ^ and Peter Carman, for its En. 
sign. ® 

The District formerly commanded by David Mon? 
tros declined to make a new Election ; and its Officers 
under the former arrangement appear to have been 
retained and to have received new Commissions. 

The District formerly commanded by Ebenezer 
Theall elected Andrew Brown, for its Captain ; Samuel 
Haight, for its First Lieutenant;'* JohnChrissey Mil- 
ler, for its Second Lieutenant ; and Solomon Purdy, for 
ite Ensign. 

The northern division of the District formerly com- 
manded by Levi Baily elected Nathaniel Delevan, for 
its Captain ; ^^ Thomas Nicholls, Junior, for its First 



James Swalm, 
Nazareth Breuer, 
Thomas Hunt, 
Abram Leggett, 
William Leggett, 
John Leggett, Jun', 
Robert Hunt, Jun', 
Cornelius Leggett, 
Mr. Woods, 
John Hedger, 
Thomas Hedger, 
Stephen Edwards, 
James Rock, 
George Higby, 
Jacob Hunt, 
Levi Hunt, 
Jeremiah Regen, 



Thomas Cromwell, 
Gerrardus Cromwell, 
Obadiah Hide, 
John Cursor, 
Sirion Williams, 
John Ryer, Jun', 
Jacob Chappel, 
John Garrison, 
John Jacobs, 
Thomas Dogherty, 
John Clark, 
John Devoe, 
John BliKard, 
John Walbrin, 
John Wamick, 
Thomas Gemble. 



6 David Hains did not sign the AMociaUon until the day of the Elec- 
tion. 

* John Drake did not sign the Aaeooiation until the day of the Elec- 
tion. 

7 Joshua Drake did not sign the AtaodaHon until the day of the Elec- 
tion. He was subeequently made an Ensign in the Continental Service ; 
but soon became tired and resigned, and brought influences to bear in 
order to secure a Lieutenancy in the same service, in which latter opera- 
tion, however, he does not seem to have been successful. 

8 Peter Carman, also, did not sign the Aeeociaticm until the day of the 
Election. 

<> Samuel Haight represented Westchester-county, in the Assembly of 
the State, 178*2-'3, 1784, 1789-'90, 1791. 1792 ; he was Sheriff of the 
County, 1792-'6; and he wsb one of the Senators from the Southern 
District, 1797-1800. In 1800, he represented the Southern District in 
the Council of Appointment. 

i() Natbanicl Delevan represented Westchester-county in the Assembly 
of the State, 1781-^2. 
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Lieatenant ; TituB Bannels , for its Second Lieatenaiit ; 
* and Abraham Purdy, for its Ensign. ^ The soatiiern 
division of the same former District elected Gideon 
Sekh ISeeley f] for its Captain, Samuel Lawrenoe for 
its First Lieatenant; Caleb Hobby, for its Second Liea- 
tenant; ' and Abraham Todd, for its Ensign. 

The District formerly commanded by Joseph Strang ' 
elected John Hyatt, for its Captain ; * John Drake, for 
its First Lieutenant ; ^ Obediah Purdy, for its Second 
Lieatenant; and Joseph Horton, for its Ensign.* 

The eight Companies, in tiie Manor of Corilandt, 
which were thus reoiganized and re-offioered, were 
known as the NortJi Battalion of Westchester-oounty, 
of which, soon afterwards, Pierre Van Corilandt was 
made Colonel,^ Gilbert Drake its Lieotenant-oolonel,' 
Joseph Strang its First Major, ' Ebeneser Puxdy its 
Second Miyor, ^® John Cooley its Adjutant, and Isaac 
Norton its Quartermaster**^ 

The District of Eastchester elected Stephen Sneden, 
for its Captain ;" Thomas Pinkney, for its First Lien- 

I Abraham Pardy wm • member of the Covoty Committee, repreeent- 
ing the Manor of CoKlaudt, In 1776-7, {Uutorical MautucripU, etc : 
MiaceUtuteomt Pkipen, xxtWii., 300.) 

s Id April, 1776, Oaleb Hobby, who waa eaid to have been a <*€entle- 
**man,'* receiTed a Oommiorion ftom the Oonttiiental Congiwi, aa Fint 
Lieutenant in *'the FlMt Jteglment of New York Forcoa," (HiUorioai 
MauHMcripU, etc. : MUUary BeiunUf xxvii., 104) ; and he appears to have 
Joined the Seventh, or Captain Halt's, Company, {Hittorieal Mamtimrlpiit, 
etc. : MUUarif CbtiMninicnu, xzt., 166, 676.) Soon afterwards^ it was said 
that lie and the fleoond Lieutenant and the Ensign of the Company 
[Haitt or UyaiC»] '* wish to decline the service ; thej will be no loas to 
"it." {Hialorioal jroNiwer^, etc. : JfJUory OommittM:** Ayent, xxv., 
488.) 

s Joseph Strang was snbieqiMtttly made First Mi^r of the Beglment, 
the Third of the We■tcheste^«ounty MlUtia, of which the eight Com- 
paoies in the Manor of Cortlandt appear to have been meraben, (Iffii- 
torietd Mamtuur^tta, etc: MUttarj iMifnM, xrrl,, 13.) He re pr usented 
the County in the AsMmbly of this State, iv 17W-1, 1788, 1789. 

* John Hyatt wss subsequently a Certain, in General John Morin 
Scott's firigade.~(L«<f0r of CapMn John OHmm to tke OmwmHtm of the 
eiaie of New YoHc^ ** FniiKiLU, 18«h Janr, 1777.") 

* John Drake was a son oi Gilbert Drake, Chairman of the County 
Committee. 

* Joseph Horton did not sign the AMociaiiion until the day of the Bec- 
tion. 

' Pierre Van Cortlandt was subsequently a member of the Second Pro- 
▼Incial Congress, 1775-6, and Chairman of its Committee of Safe^, Jan- 
nary and February, 1776 ; a member of the Third ProTincial Congress, 
1776 ; of tlie Fourth ProTtnclal Congress^ 1776 ; of the CoUTentlon of the 
State of New York, 1776-7 ; of the First Council of Safety, 1777, of 
which he was the President ; a Senator fhmi the Southern District, 1777 ; 
President of the Convention of the State, 1777 ; Lieutenant-GoYeraor of 
theSUto, 1777-1705; and died on the first of May, 1819, aged ninety- 
four years. 

> Gilbert Drake was Chairman of the County Committee, In 1775-G ; a 
member of the Second Proylncial Congress, 1775-6; of the Third Pro- 
vincial Congress^ 1776; and of the Fourth Provincial Congress, 1770-7. 

* Joseph Strang bad held the command, under the Colonial Govern- 
ment, of the District commanded, under the reorganization, by Captain 
John Hyatt. 

10 Kbeneser Purdy was a member of the County Committee, from the 
Manor of C<ovtlaodt, 1776-'7 ; he rapresented Westchester County In the 
Asnmbly of tlie 8tat«a, 1779-*80, Ytmr^ 1784, 1784-'5, 1787, 1791, 1792, 
1796 ; he was one of the Senatom from the Southern District, 1801-*6 ; 
and County Judge in 1797-*8. 

II Isaac Norton was a member of the County Committee, from the 
Manor of Cortlandt, 1776-'7. 

12 Stephen Sneden represented the Town of Esstchefrter, in the County 
Committee, 1776-'7. 
9 



tenant ; ^ Daniel Sebriog, for its 8eoond Lieutenant ; ^* 
and William Pinkney, for its Ensign.^^ For some 
reason which is not now known, a new Election was 
held in the following March, when Thomas Pinkney 
was made its Captain, William Pinkney its First 
Lieutenant^ John Sneden i^ Second Lieutenant^ and 
William Beed its £wign.>« 

New Bochelle and the Manor of Pelham, united, 
formed a District or Beat; and it elected Jos^h 
Drake, for its Captain ; " James Willis, for its First 
Lieutenant;'^ and David Guion, for its Second Lieu- 
tenant. It did not elect an Ensign. 

The Manor of Philipsborough included six distinct 
Districts or Beats — the Upper, the East, the Lower, 
the Yonkera, the Tarrytown, and the Associated Com- 
pany, in the upper part of the Manor— and these 
dected the following Officers in their seyeral Dis- 
tricts: 

The Upper District elected Abraham Ledew, for its 
Captain ; ^ Benjamin Brown, for its First Lieutenant ; 
John Belyea, for its Second Lieutenant ; and John 
Oakley, for its Ensign. John Belyea having declined 
the proffered Second Lieutenancy, Jonas Arsor 
\^0r9&r f] was subsequently elected to fill the vacancy.^ 

The £^t Company elected David Davids, for its 
Captain ; Beojamin Vermilyea, for its First Lieutenant; 
Gilbert Dean, for its Second Lieutenant; and Gabriel 
K^^aw, [Requaf] for its Ensign." Captain-elect 
Davids appears to have declined the proffered office ; 
and, at a subsequent Election, the Company elected 
Benjamin Vermilyea, for its Captain ; Gilbert Dean, 
for its First Lieutenant; and William Fushie, 
[FhrMhee /] to its Second Lieutenancy ; Ensign Bequa 
evidently retaining the Office to which he had been 
originally appointed." 

The Lower Company elected Isaac Vermilyea, for its 



u Thomas Pinkney was promoted to the command of the Company, in 
March, 1776. 

14 Daniel Sebring represented the Town of Eastchester, in the County 
Committee, 1776-7. 

1* William Pinkney was promoted to the Fint Lieutenancy In March, 
1776. 

M Hittorioal Mtumucr^ relating to the War of the BevoUUion : MUUmry 
Aetenw, xxtU., 144. 

1' Joseph Drake was a member of the First and Second ProTincial Con- 
grosses, by the former of whom he was made Colonel of the Finrt West- 
chester-oounty Begiment, (HitUtrical MamucripU, etc. : MUUarif Beluma 
xxvi., 13 ) 

u A Tery interesting Affidavit, made by Lieutenant Willis, on the sixth 
of August, 1776, iUustratiTe of the unpopularity of Colonel John Thomas, 
Junior, may be seen in the Uutorical JfaiuMcnpfe, etc. : Miacellaneout 
Paperif xxxiz., 347. 

I* Abrsham Ledew represented the Manor of Philipsborough in the 
County Committee, in 1776-*7. This name was written, elsewhere. La 
Doux. 

>o HiUorical MamueHpttrdatmg to tho War of tke Beooluaon: MUUary 
AetoriM, xxTi., 140. 

^ Gabriel Bequa llred about two miles back (h>m Tarrytown ; in 1777, 
he was a Lieutenant; and he was known, favorably, at that time, because 
of his capture of a Becruiting Offloer from the City of New York. (/Vo- 
oeeding$ of a General Court Martial, "PxBKSKiLL, April 18, 1777.") 

o HiHorical MamMsripU rHatiitg to tke War of tke Revohitiom: MUilary 
SetunUf xxvi, 140. 
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Captain ; Israel Honeywell, for its First Lieutenant ; ^ 
Dennis Lent, for its Second Lieutenant ; and Hendrick 
Odelly for its Ensign. 

Tlie Beat or District of Yonkers made its election 
of Officers, agreeably to the provisions of the 
Congress's enactments ; but the result was not satis- 
factory to Frederic Van Cortlandt and others, who 
had been rejected by the Company ; and, through 
their influence in the Provincial Committee of Safety 
and Provincial Congress, the Commissions were with- 
held from the Officers-elect, and a new Election was 
ordered.^ For some reason which has not been 
stated, although it can be very easily seen, that new 
Election was not held until the eighteenth of March, 
1776, when John Warner, who had been elected 
Second Lieutenant in the former Election, was made' 
the Captain ; Jacob Post, who had been elected En- 
sign in the former Election, was made the First Lieu- 
tenant; Samuel Lawrence, the Second Lieutenant; and 
Israel Poet, the Ensign of the Company.' 

The Tarrytown Company originally elected Abra- , 
ham Storm, for its Captain ; * George Combs, for its 
First Lieutenant ; ^ Joseph Appleby, for its Second 
Lieutenant; and Nathaniel Underhill, for its Ensign ; 
but all of these, except Lieutenant Combs, having 
declined the honors and responsibilities of offices, 
a new Election was held, and Gload Requa* was 
chosen in the place of Captain-elect Storm; Cor- 
nelius Van Tassel was chosen Second Lieutenant, 
in the place of Lieutenant-elect Appleby ; and Sibourt 
Acker was chosen Ensign, in -the place of Ensign- 
elect Underhill. 

The Associated Company in the upper part of 
Philipsborough elected William Dutcher, for its Cap- 
tain ; ^ Daniel Martlinghs, for its First Lieutenant ; " 

1 Israel Honeywell was one of the GommlMlonen of Sequestration for 
W^eetcheeter County, 1777. He represontod the Town of Wontcheeter in 
the County Committee, 1776-'7 ; and he was also a Member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of 1801, representing Weetchester-county. 

Israel Honeywell, Junior, was said to have been a niomber of the 
County Committee, representing the Manor of Philipsborough, 1770-*7 ; 
and, in 1777-8 and 1778-*9, he was said to have represented Westchester- 
county in the Assembly of the State. It is not Impossible that, in some 
Instances, these references have become mixed. 

9 See pages 102, 109 ante. 

3 IliUorictU MamucripU reUUmg to the War of the liecolutioH : MilUary 
Relunu^ xxvii., 142. 

* Abraham Storm represented the Manor of Philipsborough in the 
County Committee, l776-'7. 

6 George Combs was a member of the first County Committee, appointed 
in 1775 ; and in 1800, he represented Westnhester-county, in the Assem- 
bly of the.State. 

> Gload Reqna represented the Manor of Philipsborough in the County 
Committee, 1776-'7. 

7 William Dutcher wss subsequently in command of a Company in 
the Secret Service of the Convention of the State, (mslorioal McuuucripUj 
etc.: MiK€Uane(m» Papen, xxxv., 467.) 

The village of Irvington, on the Hudson-river, was built on his farm ; 
and his large house was standing in the middle of that village, within a 
few yeftrs, and, probably, stands there, now. 

s Daniel Martllng was subsequently a Lieutenant in Colonel Thom- 
as's Begiment, by whom he was " recommended for the Standing Army," 
In 1777, althongh he was said to bsve been ** illiteral," {Hittoricnl Mnnu- 
m-ripU^ etc. : MUUary Oommittee'ti Aiper«, xxv., 849.) 



Gershom Sherwood, for its Second Lieutenant ; ' and 
George Monson, for it^ Third Lieutenant.^^ 

The six Companies on the Manor of Philips- 
borough, and those at Westchester, previously 
referred to, at Eastchester, and at New Bochelle and 
the Manor of Pelham, all of them reorganized and 
re-officered as thus described, were known as the 
South Battalion of Westchester-county, of which, 
soon afterwards, Joseph Drake was made Colonel," 
James Hammond its Lieutenant-colonel,^' Moses 
Drake its First Major," Jonathan G. Graham its 
Second Major,^* Abraham Emmons its Adjutant,'^ and 
Theophilus Barton, Junior, its Quarter-master." 

The District of Mamaroneck and Rye, except the 
upper end of King-street, elected Bobert Bloomer for 
its Captain ;*^ Alexander Hunt, for its First Lieutenant ; 
Ezekial Halsted, for its Second Lieutenant; and 
Daniel Horton, for its Ensign. 

The District in which were included Harrison's Pre- 
cinct and the upper end of King-street, elected Henry 
Dusinberry, for its Captain ; Lyon Miller, for its First 
Lieutenant;" Caleb Paulding Horton, for its Second 
Lieutenant; and Gilbert Dunsinberry, for its Ensign." 
For some reason which is now unknown, a second Elec- 
tion for Officers of this Company was made on the 
tenth of January, 1776,* when John Thomas Minor 
was chosen for its Captain,'^ Gilbert Duaenberry, for 



* CJefBhom Sherwood represented the Manor of Philipsboroogh in the 
County Committee, 1776-*7. 

10 Qoorge Morrison was the name of this officer, (Uidoriodl Jfantwcr^ite, 
etc. : AfMceUoweotM Pnpen^ xxxv., 63.) 

11 Joseph Drake was elected to the oommand of the Company of New 
Bochelle and Pelham Manor, {j^agt 106, onIs ;) but, as he was, also, a 
member of Uie Provincial Gongren, he found means, within that body, 
to secure his appolntipent to the command of the Begiment, {UiMiorical 
Jlfrmtucripte, etc : MUUarg Aetanw, xxvi., 13.) 

13 James Hammond repn-sented the Manor of Philipsboroogh in Uie 
Gonnty Gonuuittee, 1776-'7. A very interesting paper concerning his 
conduct on the day when the enemy's ships came to anchor off Tany- 
town, in July, 1776, and concerning his doings '* as a buyer of Pork for 
**this State,*' may bo seen in Ilutorioal Manuacript; etc. : MisceUaiteau* 
IVi/MTt, xxxiv., 549. 

i> Probably an importation from SuflTolk. 

M We have found no other mention of this person. 

u Abraham Emmons, of Yonkers, was one of those, in the Yonkers 
Company, who had voted for Frederic Van Oortlandt for its Captain, and 
who had united with that gentleman, who was the defeated candidate, 
in disregarding the Blection and securing the degradation of John Cock, 
fh>m the office to which he had been elected, — {Seepagm 102, 103, aale.) 

1* Thus printed in the records of the State ; but it was probably intend- 
ed for Theophilus Bartow, Junior, of New Bochelle. 

17 Bobert Bloomer was a member of the first County Committee, ap- 
pointed in May, 1776. 

10 Lyon Miller was reported as a Loyalist, soon after his election to the 
Lieutenancy of this Comiiany, (Lwf of Wntchetler ConiUjf Torieti^ Hintori 
oil MamutcripUy etc.: SliaceUaneou* iVtpers, xxxiv., 193;) and, very 
proliably, that was one of the reasons for the holding of a now Election, 
by the Company. 

10 Gilbert Diisenberry was promoted to tlio First Lieutenancy of the 
Company, at the second Election for offloeis, in January, 1776. 

^HiMorictd Mamucripts, etc. : Mililtuy Relunu, xxvii., 236. 

njohn Thomas, evidently averyyonng man, but one of Uie office- 
holding Thomas family. He was probably the second son of John 
Thomas, Junior, who was, at that time, a member of the Provincial 
CongresH and, generally, a leader of the revolutionary party, and a con- 
tinual office-holder. 

This Captain John Thomas died January 6, 1835.— (Bolton's HiUonf of 
Wfntrhetier-ftmHty^ original edition, i., 254 ; the aame^ second edition, 
11., 761.) 
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its First Ldeutenant ; William Woodward, for its Sec- 
ond Lieutenant; and James Miller, Junior, for its En* 
sign. 

The District which included the eastern portion 
of Northcastle elected Benooi Piatt, for its Captain ;^ 
David Holby, for its First Lieutenant; Abraham 
Knapp, for its Second Lieutenant; and Jonathan 
Guion, for its Ensign. 

The District which included the southern portion 
of Northcastle elected Benjamin Ogden, for its Cap- 
tain; Jeremiah Hunter, for its First Lieutenant; Caleb 
Merritt, for its Second Lieptenant ; and James Brun- 
dige, for its Ensign. 

The District which included the northern portion 
of Northcastle was so entirely opposed to the Rebel- 
lion that " there were not persons sufficient in num- 
" bers who had signed the Association to make Offi- 
" cera oiy so that nothing was done," in the form of 
an Election, during the Summer and Autumn of 
1775 ; but an attempt was made to organize the Com- 
pany, in the following January, when Joseph Green 
was found, to accept the command of the Company, 
and Henry Peers, to accept the First Lieutenancy ; 
the Second Lieutenancy and the place of Ensign re- 
maining vacant.' 

The District which included Scarsdale, the White 
Plains, and Brown's Point elected Joshua Hatfield, 
for its Captain ; James Verrian, for its First Lieuten- 
ant;' Anthony Miller, for its Second Lieutenant;^ and 
John Falconer, for its Ensign ; but, for some reason 
which is not now known, a new Election was made, 
which resulted in the election of Anthony Miller, /or 
Captain ; Nicholas Fisher, for First Lieutenant;^ and 
John Crumton, for Second Lieutenant ; Ensign Fal- 
coner appearing to have retained the Office to which 
he had been elected.* 

The District which included the eastern portion of 
Bedford elected Lewis McDonald, for its Captain; 
James Miller, for its First Lieutenant ; ' Henry Lord, 
for its Second Lieutenant ; and Jesse Miller, for its 
Ensign. 

The District which included the western portion 
of Bedford elected Eli Seeley, for its Captain ; Heze- 

1 Benonl PUtt wm a member of the flrat Oonnty Oommittee, appointed 
in May, 1775. The Hon. Lewis G. Piatt, formerly Sarrogate of the 
Gounty, in hte graodflon. 

S HutUmcaL Mam»»eriipi» niatmg to Ow War of the Renolnlitm: Military 
Retmnu, xxtII., ]04. 

s James Varian was a member of the flrat Goiinty Committee, chosen 
in May, 1776. 

4 Anthony Miller wss elected to the command of the Oompany, at the 
second Election, In December, 1776. 

* Nicholas lyher was a member of the Oonnty Oommittee, in Feb* 
niary, 1776. {HvUiOrioal MmmacripU^ etc. : Military JManu, xxtII., 84.) 

* Letter from Robert Orakam to ike Provvtcial OvtM/r«M,** WhitB PftAiNS, 
** Decem' 21**, 1775.** {Hulorieal Mamucript*, etc. : MUUary Aeftinw, 
xxtll., 24€.) 

7 James Miller appears to have held offices, subsequently, in the New 
York Regiments, commanded by Colonels Kitxema, Gansevoort, and Van 
Gortlandt; but, inasmnch as there were several persons bearing that 
name— two, at the same time, in the same Regiment, bearing exactly 
opposite characters— it is not, now, known which, if either, was the 
particular Jamss Miller who is named in the text. 



kiah Grey, for its First Lieutenant;'' Ephraim Bay- 
' mondy for its Second Lieutenant ; and Gabriel Higgins, 
for its Ensign. 

I The District of Poundridge elected Joseph Lock- 
wood; for its Captain ; Noah Bouton, for its First Lieu- 
tenant; William Fausheri for its Second Lieuten- 
ant; and Gilbert Reynolds, for its Ensign.* 

The District which included the southern portion 
' of Salem elected Abijah Gilbert, for its Captain ; ^* Ja- 
cob Halt, for its First Lieutenant ; Sands Raymond, for 
i its Second Lieutenant ; and Joseph Coley, for its En- 
jsign. .. 

The District which included the northern portion 
!of Salem elected Thaddeus Crane, for its Captain ; ^^ 
j Jesse Truesdale, for its First Lieutenant; Ezekiel 
jHalley, fpr its Second Lieutenant;" and Ebenezer 
I Brown, for its Ensign. For some reason, the Captain- 
' elect and the Ensign-elect " did not take their Com- 
" missions ;" and on the eighteenth of December, 1775, 
j a new Election resulted in the choice of Jesse Trues- 
dale for Captain; Ezekiel Hawley, for First Lieuten- 
ant; Solomon Close, for Second Lieutenant ; and Eli- 
jah Dean, for Ensign.^' 

The Companies at Scarsdale White Plains and 
I Brown's Point, Bedford, Poundridge, Salem, Mama- 
ironeck and Rye, Harrison's Precinct, and.North- 
: castle, eleven in number, which were thus reorgan- 
ized and re-officered, were known as the Middle Bat- 
talion of Westcheeter-county of which, soon after- 
wards, Thomas Thomas was made Colonel ; '* Gilbert 

t 

•Hesehiah Gray was chosen Oapfcaln of the Bedford Company of Min- 
ute-men,- in February, 177S, iHiatoHcal Mtmtuertpl*, etc.: MUUary Re- 
iiMTM, xxvii.. 196 ;) a Report on the mllitaiy status of which Company, 
may be seen In Hitdoripol Mtumueriptu, etc : MiaeMi»eoiu AijMrii, xxxix., 
; 323. He and his Oompany, although not regularly enlisted, were or- 
dered to Join tlie Continental Troops, at PeekskiU {Hiettfrind Mamucr^de^ 
etc : Mi»eMmenm AipMn, xxxix., 325.) 

•In April, 1777, Gilbert Reynolds wss amemlMBr and **Clarck*' of 
: the local Committee of Oortlandt Manor, {Prooeedimgt of the Oommittee^ 
"OuTLBNSMANMKR, April 21^, \Tn**—Hielorieal ITamMer^, etc. : Mie- 
reUaiMmt Aijwn, xxxvli., 901.) 

10 Abijah Gilbert wss a memlier of the Oonnty Committee, from Salem, 
I lTr6-*7 ; and he represented Westchester-connty in the Aswmbly of the 
State, in 1779-»«0, 1781-'2, 178i-'3, 1784, 1784-'5, 1786, 1788, 1791, 1800, 
180(>-'01, 1802, 1808, 1804, and 18(»4-'6. 

" Thaddens Crane was appointed Second Mi^or of the Regiment ; and 
he was sncceeded by Lieutenant Tmesdale, who was elected Captain, in 
the following December. He represented the County In the Assembly of 
the State, 1777-*8, 1778-'9, 1788-*9, and 1826 ; and in the Convention 
which ratified the (hmMUntiou for the VMed Slate*. 

u Ezekiel Hawley was Chairman of the Committee at Salem, in Decem- 
ber, 177G (HUtorietil Mnnumripta^ etc. : Miae^laneom Papera^ XXXT. 907). 

M Hitlorical Maniurripte reialhtg to the War of the SewoltiUim : MUUary 
fiefHfiM, xxvii., 246. 

M Thomas Th<Mnas wss a son of Hon. John Thomas and a brother of 
John Thomas, Junior, who was a member of the Provincial Congress. 
He was a member of the first County Committee, appointed in May, 
1776 ; and he represented Harrison's Precinct in the County Committee, 
l776-*7. Ho was unpopular as a Military Oflloer ; and several Offlcen re- 
fused to serve under him. In August, 1776, (/ftilorjeal JTcMMMoHEpCi, etc. : 
MiaeeUameotu Ftipera, xxxix., 347.) He represented Westchester^ounty 
in the Assembly of the State, in 1780-'l, 1781-*2, 1782-*3, 1784, 1784-*6, 
1786, 1787, 1788, 1792-*3, 1800-*1, 1802, 1803, 1804; he was Sheriff of the 
County, 1788-1792 ; he was a Senator (h>m the Southern District, 1806-'8 ; 
in 1807, he was one of the Council of Appointment ; and he died on the 
twenty-ninth of May, 1824. 



^ 



108 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



^^^^ 



Budd, its Lieutenant*coloDel ; Ebenesw Lockwood, its 
Finifc Major ; ^ Thaddeus Crane, its Second Major ; Jon- 
athan G. Tompkins, its Adjutant ; ' and John Thomas, 
Junior, its Quarter-master.' 

The provisions of the Provincial Congress's enact- 
ment requiring one-fourth of the Militia of the Coun- 
ty to be organized as Minute-men, appear to. have 
been very indifferently obeyed ; and the following are 
the Officers of the only Companies which were raised 
in Westchester-county, as far as they are now procui^ 
able from the records which have been preserved : 

The Company of Poundridge and Lower Salem — 
which was called, also, " the First Company of Min- 
"ute-men of the County" — elected, originally, 
Ebenezer Slason, to be its Captain ; Henry 81ason, to 
be its First Lieutenant ; Ebenezer Scofleld, to be its 
Second Lieutenant; and Daniel Waterberry, to be its 
Ensign ; but, subsequently, when Captain Slason was 
promoted, Henry Slason was made Captain , Ebenezer 
Seofield was promoted to the First Lieutenancy, 
Daniel Waterberry to the Second Lieutenancy, and 
David Purdy was made its Ensign/ 



1 Ebenezer Lockwood was a Jiutlce of the Peace and one of the 
Qnomm, under the Oolonial GoremniABt ; a member of the Second, 
Third, and Fourth FrovtncUl GongreawM ; »nd of the OonTentioa of the 
State of New York. He was a member of the Assembly of the State, 
representing Westchester-county, 1778-*9, 1784-'6, 1786, 1787, 1788 ; and 
he was County Judge, 1791-^ ; and one of the Regents of the Univer. 
sity, 1784-7 ; etc. He died on the tweoty-ninth of July, 1821, aged 
eighty-four years. 

* Jonathan G. Tompkins was a member of the first County Committee, 
elected in May, 1775 ; a member of the Third and Fourth Prorincial 
Congresses, of the Conunlttee of Safety, and of the Council of Safety. 
He was a member of the Asaembly of the State, 1780-'l, 1781-*2, 1786, 
1787, 1788, 1791, 1792 ; of the Board of Begents of the University, 1787- 
18U8 ; and of the Constitutional Convention of 1801. He was the Fint 
Judge of the County, 1793-*7, 1798-1802; and died on the twenty-sec- 
ond of May, 1823. 

The distinguished Daniel D. Tompkins, Governor of the State, Vice 
President of the United States, and one of the greatest men of his 
period, was a son of Jonathan Q. Tompkins. 

s John Thomas, Junior, as the reader knows, was one of the leading men 
of his party, in Westchester-county ; a member of its County Committee 
and of the Provincial Congram ; and a brother of the CoImmJL of the Reg 
imeut. Although it is said, positively, ttiat he was also tfte Quarter' 
master of this Kegiment, it appears incredible that he was the peivon, 
and can be accounted for only by the profits which attended such an 
office and the well known proclivities of that family, in thai direction, 
wherever an opportunity was presented. We prefer to believe that this 
Quartermaster's place was giveh to that "John Thomas Minor," the 
second son of Jolin Thomas, Junior, who had been ahready elected to the 
command of the Company in Harrison's Precinct, at a second Slection, 
after Henry Dusenberry had been elected and accepted the OfHoe, a few 
weeks previously. 

With the exception of the two Companies in the Borough Town of 
Westchester and at Yonkers, the elections of whose Officers were sqia- 
rately reported, the list of Officers who were ortffinaUif elected 1^ the sev- 
eral Companies, as stated In the text, have been taken, generally without 
any change in the spelling of the proper names, even when known to 
have t>een erroneous, from the Hiatorieal Matuueriptaf etc. : Militan/ He- 
tunuy xxvi., 12*2-125. In the instances of Yonkera, Rastchester, Tarry- 
town, Harrison, ScarMiale andUie White Plains, Salem, etc., where «mw 
Slections were held, the statements of those new Blections have been 
taken from the Neveral Returns of those new Elections, refeired to, at the 
foot of each, respectively. 

* tetter from Satnud Drake and Lewie Omham to the I^roohteial Oamgreee^ 
•* 1st March, 1776 ; " Jourmlafihe Provi»eial Qmgreee^ "4 ho., P.M., 
*• March 1, 187G." 



The Company of Bedford elected Eli Seeley, to be 
its Captain ; ^ Zephaniah Mills, to be its First Lieaten* 
ant; Cornelius Clarke, to be its Second Lieutenant; 
and Philip Leek, to be its Ensign ; and their Commis- 
sions were issued by the Provincial Congress, on the 
twenty ^seventh of October, 1775.* 

Subsequently, '' agreeable to the Demand made by 
''Colon* Drake to the Sub-Committee of Bedford," 
another Company of Minute-men was organized, in 
that Town, with Hezekiah Gray, for its Captain ; ^ Cor- 
nelias Clark,ibr its First Lieutenant; James Miller 
for its Second Lieutenant ; ^ and Isaac Titus, for its 
Ensign.' 

A Company of nineteen men assembled at the f 
White Plains and constituted themselves a Company i ^ ^ 
of Minute«men, electing James Varian, to be their 
Captain ; '^ Samuel Crawford, to be their First Lieuten- 
ant ;^^ Isaac Oakley, to be their Second Lieutenant ; 
and Jos^h Todd, to be their Ensign." 

Besides these four Companies, such as they were, 
there does not appear to have been any Minute-men 
enlisted in the County — ^why should any have been 

In iheJowmaie of the Provincial OoHgreee : Oorre^ondence, ii., 90, Eben. 
eser Scofleld is called "Ebenesser Scofleld, Junior;*' and the Oommis- 
sions of the original OflScen are said to have been issued on the twenty- 
seventh of October, 177ft. 

<* Ell Seeley was originally elected to the command of the Company in 
the western part of the Town of Bedford, {Beige 107, ante.) 

* Joumala of the Provwcial Ormgress : Correepondenee^ ii., 90. 

1 Hexeklah Gray was originally the Flmt Lieutenant In the Oompany 
in the western part of the Town of Bedford, of which £11 Seeley was the 
Oaptain, (Fage 107, ante.) 

9 James Miller was originally the Pirst Lieutenant In the Oompany in 
the eastern part of the Town of Bedford, of which Lewis McDonald, Jun- 
ior, was the Oa|)tain, {fUMge 107, amU.) 

* Isaac Titus had served in Captain Mills's Company, under Colonel' 
Holmes, in the Oampedgn of 1776, {Page 101, ante.) 

The authority for the statement concerning the second Oompany may 
be seen in a Letter from the BtA-commUUe at Bedford to the Chainttan of 
the Ckmntf/ Committee, " BKnit>KO 16 February mat^'-^UiilorioalManm- 
aeript*t etc. : Military RetttrnM, xxvii., 196.) 

See, also, JoimuU of the I^ovindal Congrese^ " Die Martls, 3 ho., P.M. 
**Teb. iiOth, 177ft," whars the Sacretacy erroneously recorded the Sub- 
Comnkittee and the Company as of Harrison's Prectaict instead as of Bed- 
ford. 

10 Captain James Varian was a member of the flrst County Committee, 
appointed in May, 1776, {Page 8S, ante ;) and ITlrst Lieutenant of the 
Scarsdale, White Phdns, and Brown's Point Company of MiUths of 
which Joshua Hatfield was the Captain, {Page 107, onto.) 

" Lieutenant Samuel Crawford was a membe? of the fint County Cbra- 
mlttee, appointed In May, 1776^ {Page 83, amU ;)and the only reprasenta- 
tlve of the Manor of Scarsdale, in the County Committee, 1776-7. 

i> The anthority for this statement is a Letter >om JomtOum O. Tomp- 
Una and Ihoolae Fitherto the Provincial Oougret», " White Plains, Felnv- 
*'ery Utfa, 1776"— (HMtoriooi JraN««cr^, etc.: Military Jtoterm, xxvii., 
84.) I - 5. 3 O 

Vrom tiie same manuscript, the following list of the names of the nine- 
teen who thus organized themselves into a Oompany of Minate-men, has 
been carefully coined, without changing the qielUng of the names : 

" Bei^amin Lyon, Joseph Todd, 

** OlUver KllUck, John Drake, 

**JohnBeeks, Bsekiel Duten, 

" Stephen Shelley, James Farrel, 

'* Philip Hnesti^ Andrew Ihch, 

** Micah To wnsend, Esq. , James Brundage, 

''James Verryan, Gilbert Uorton, 

** Sanniel Crawford, David Johnston, 

" Isaac Oakley, Bobert Graham. 

** William Tompeon." 
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expeeled from a oommanitjr in which the revolu- 
tionary fMurtjr had scarcely *' a Corporal's Guard/' ex- 
cept of those who were office-holders or office-seekers? 
— ^bat as soon as two Companies had been organized, 
the County Committee ^took the liberty, with all 
''submission, to recommend Samnel Drake, to be 
** Colonel ; ^ Lewis Graham, to be LientenantrOolonel ; * 
'' Abraham Storm, to be First Mi^or ; * Samuel Lyon, 
" of Northeastle,to be Second Major; Elijah Miller, to 
'^ be Adjutant;* and Josiah Mills, to be Quarter-mas- 
'* ter^ ;" and thus the re-organization of the Militia of 
Westchesler-connty and the organization of her fight- 
ing' population were completed. 

There was one feature in the Provincial Congress's 
enactment for the reorganization of the Militia which 
was oppressive on the great body of the working 
classes, who were unable to bear the burden it im- , 
posed ; and it was made the subject of serious com- 
plaint to those of the well-born whom, in many in- 
stances, they had, unwittingly, placed in authority — 
revolutionary authority — over themselves. Reference 
is made to the requirement that every one, between 
the ages of sixteen and fifty years, should furnish 
himself with a good musket and bayonet, a sword or 
tmnahawk, a cartridge-box and belts, twenty-three 
rounds of cartridges, twelve fiints, and a knapsack ; 
in addition to which he was to keep, in reserve, a pound 
of gunpowder and three pounds of bullets, of proper 
size for his musket These he was required to have 
and to keep, continually ; and he was required, also, 
to parade, for drill, on the first Monday of each 
month. Heavy penalties were imposed on those who 
should fail to discharge all these requirements ; with 
levies on the properties of the delinquents, if they 
possessed property, or, in the absence of property, 
they were to be imprisoned "until such fine, together 
" with the charges, should be paid," which meant, at 
that time, an imprisonment in a cold Jail, without 
any other food than that which the prisoners' friends 
or the charitable could provide; without the slightest 
opportunity to earn anything, from which to support 

themselves or pay the fines; and the starvation of 
' 1 

I Samuel Drake wan a member of the ProTinofal GonTentfon, 1T75 ; 
a member of the flnt Goimty thnnmlttoe, 1776 ; and of that of 1776-*7. 
He repreaeated Weateheater^coanty in the AmemUy of the State, 1777- 
% 1779-'80, I7a&-'8J^ ITM and 1788 ; etc. He waa a lerident of the 
Manor of Oortlandt. 

* Lewla Graham waa ooooected wfth the Morrlaea, of Morriaania, by 
marriage ; and he waa anwrnber of all the PkOTlncial OongreaMaand of the 
Convention of the State, 1775-*78. He was made Judge of the Oourt of 
Adailralty, In I^braary, 1778. 

* Ahimlmm Storm had been ortgloally elected to the command of the 
Tarrytown Company of Militia, {Page 1U6, ante;) and he repretented 
the Manor of PhlHpaborough in the Oounty Committee of 177«-*7. He 
IWed at Tarrytown. 

^BQah Miller waa a rasideQt and one of the Snb-oommittee of North- 



ft This statement Is made on the authority of a Letter from OUbert 
Droke^ Ckairmam of tke Qmmiff Oammittee, to the PnwimekU Ccmgren^ 
**WBm Plaihs, October 24th, 1775." Th^ JtmntoL of the Provincial 
Oimgrem, <** Die Mereorii, 10 ho., A.M., October, 1775,") ahows the re- 
ceipt of Uie letter, by that body, and the iaroe of the Cbrnmimiona to the 
leTerai genUemen named. 



those who were dependent on the unfortunate vic- 
tims.* 

While these provisions of that enactment were 
peculiarly oppressive on that class of poverty-stricken 
working*men and boys, in the Cities, then largely un- 
employed, who had been the ever-ready, ever- noisy, 
and ever-destructive auxiliaries of the revolutionary 
faction, in all the riotous demonstrations of the pre- 
ceding ten years, and while these enactments, there- 
fore, in those instances, appeared to be somewhat re- 
tributive in their character and operations, they were, 
also, very oppressive on many a farmer in Westchester- 
county, who had been more peaceful in his inclina- 
tions and conduct than those working-men, in the 
Cities, had been. Indeed, the required equipment, 
in specified form, of themselves, and their boys, and 
their hired help — their well-tried fowling-pieces hav- 
ing been unavailable for that purpose — and the stated 
withdrawal of all of them from their farms, for drill, 
on frequent, specified days, no matter how necessary 
their presence) at home, might have been, were un- 
duly burdensome on all those farmers, to say nothing 
of the opportunity which was thereby afforded, very 
soon afterwards, for still greater acts of lawless op- 
pression, in the seizure of those very equipments, 

• Aa an lllnatration of the el^et of the Bebelllou on the great body of 
the lowly working-men, la thia parttoular feature, aa early aa in the 
Autumn of 1776» and aa an evidenoe of the uneaainem of thoee work- 
ing-men, becauae of this opprearive enactment, tlie following homely 
Petition haa been eopied fh>m the original mannacrlpt, In the Uwtorieml 
jromMcripf^ etc : PeHtimm^ xxxl., 68 : 

" N«w Yon», Sept. y« 9, 1776. 

"To TU QUfTUKMBN OT THE COM^RVa IN NsW YOKK. 

" We yoor humble Fertlaien Gentlemen are now warned To bear 
"arms In Defence of our Country truly It la the Native place of aonieof 
"na wich Now Gentlemen may it pleaae your onnera To take it in Con • 
"^de ra tion we an Oontrold move 1^ poverty than By our own will we 
*'mu8t Vow beg ef your honnan To.take it In Gonaidefntion were you 
" in our State of Poverty you wold not lay on ua more than we can 
"Bare Some of thia poor Cyty Now who you have you have Command. 
**To bare Aram In Defttiee of oun Uberty and RItee Not our Kite but 
**fuch gentlenao aa haa got laoda and Satatea But aome of ua Now haa 
•'Skaraely got Victoala from one Day to another Neytber Are Nor Oan- 
** dlee our Wifea and poor Children Suffering for Bread and your honnora 
"have p l eaaed To lay on ua or aome of ua anch thingi aa we Cant wap^Xj 
"MunaWea with gun Bngael Belte Gartildge Box. Pmprator and Ball aa 
"for Powder It muat Pleaae your honnera aome of you To open a Store 
** of it for I have Tryd in thia City To get a Small Quantity but Could 
"NotandourOfflcenaayalt will be a fine to neglect having any of 
"tham 80 therafixv wo your hnmble pertiaonera Bameatly Beg That It 
" may Pleaae your honnera To lend ua auch thing' aa yon have hdd out 
" for ua poor And Deatmaaeii men to get Gentlemen we beg It may be 
"taken in no afence we are willing to beare with with any thing It 
"may pleaae yon to put on ua if In our power aome caut without Run- 
" nlng in Deat for For them the Next go to gail for it will any one pay 
"The Det Conaider it would Now for yon to looae All your time wich 
**yon ait Now making lawa for ua aa one of ua or aome of ua to by a gun 
"Oonaider our poverty and aaaiat the poor or nmke aome of thoee with 
" Rufllea Turn out aa well aa we or aupply ua with acutrementa I lui- 
" magine aome of thoae Rich wich have tonda and thouaanda In Katatea 
" will not get find if neglect appearing we Beg yon will think of ua aa 
** you are our hed and parliament who Ever geta Thia ia Deaired to 
" Govay it to the Congrem In New York. 

"Septembers, in6." 

With thia menacing paper before one, it ia not difficult to make one'a 
self believe that the " poor reptilee *' had really aome thougbta of 
" biting/* aa Gouveraenr Morrie had foroaeen ,a few montha pcevioualy. 
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sometimes with warrants of ** impressment," nomin- 
ally for the equipment of Regiments, in garrison or 
elsewhere; sometimes with arbitrary orders for seiz- 
ing them, on ex parte assumptions of the disaffection 
to the Rebellion, of those who owned them; and 
sometimes, not unfrequently, by inroads of organized 
bodies of thieves, from Connecticut or elsewhere, 
who, without even a shadow of legal or local author- 
ity and only on the shallow pretext of superior " pa- 
''triotism," overpowered the isolated and peaceful 
farmers, and retired with well-supplied stocks of law- 
lessly acquired plunder. 

The Provincial Congress, like similar Congresses in 
other Colonies, and as was foretold of this,' by. those 
who had opposed the creation of it, was ilot long iu 
existence and in possession of its usurped authority, 
when, as has been already stated, it commenced to 
arrest those, strangers and residents, who ventured to 
differ from it and to speak and to act in accordance 
witli existing Laws and with their own convictions of 
duty ; ^ and it did not hesitate to throw into prison ^ 
or to send into exile,' those whom it had arrested. It 
waited for no verified complaint : it made no pretence 
that a breach of any written Law or of any other en- 
actment was necessary, to warrant an arrest : it re- 
ceived secret, ex parte ''information" as all which 
was needed to authorize the arrest, the confinement, 
and the infliction of punishment on its victims, not 
unfrequently without a hearing or an examination : 
and it held those who were accused, and tried them 
in secret Sessions, and passed judgments on them) 
not unfrequently without permitting them to confront 
their accusers or to see and read the papers on which 
they had been arrested, and held, and tried — in one 
notable instance, the accused was not permitted to 
see the lifleen affidavits, which had been trumped up 
against him, offer he had been arrested and thrown 
into a jail, nor to know their contents nor the nature 
of the accusation, until he was brought out for trial 
when they were only read to him ; and copies of those 
affidavits were withheld from him, by a formal vote 
of the Congress, when they were asked for and when 
the cast of copying them was tendered, only because 
the publication of those several papers would have ex- 
posed the fifteen partisan tools and the eminently 
genteel hand who had guided them in a shameless 



1 Soo, in the Jtmnuth and Correiipfmdence of the OmgreM and in the 
IfisUtricnl MaHH»cri}it* rrhUittg tn the War of ttte HertdtUion, preoerved in 
tlie office of the Secretary of State, at Alliany, tho recorda and papers 
in the seTeral caaes, among others, of Angus McDonald, Captain Pat- 
rick Hinclair, Captain Johan Christian Drowidx, John Morrell, Adam 
Patriolc, Isaiah Puriy, Captain Molanrton Lawrence, Joeeph Allicock, 
Captain Charles De Kay, and John Candoll. A simple reference to the 
several inpors, in detail, would require more room than can be g^ven to 
it, in this place. 

3 The InstancoH of Angus McDonald, Captain Drowids, John Morrell, 
Adam Patrick, and Isaiah Pnrdy, already referred to, among others. 

s Angus McDonald was sent to Gtoiieral Woostor, then in command of 
a body of Connecticut troops ; and, by him, he was sent to Fairfield, 
and imprisoned, with aggrarated severity, of which even his jailer com- 
plaint^l. 



and unfounded persecution of an innocent man, to the 
contempt of the country and of the world.^ It sat 
in secret judgment over those whom it had arrested, 
in instances wherein it was, also, the only accuser ; ^ 
and it recognized the existence, in merely local self- 
constituted " Committees," in the several Counties, of 
the same authority to arrest and to imprison those 
who were obnoxious to them, either with or without 
accusers or accusations, which it claimed for itaelf and' 
exercised.' In short, it very promptly set aside the 
government of the written Law, and established, in* 
its stead, that of the unrestrained will of an oligarchy, 
seated within every Town, against which there was- no 
other security, for either persons or properties, than 
the personal favor of the stronger local power, no 
matter how obtained — ^all that, too, was done in the 
.name of Freedom and the Rights of Man, by those 
who assumed to be honorable men, and, most of all, 
by those who insisted that their allegiance to their 
Prince- and their attachment to '' the illustrious House 
' "of Hanover *' were ranked, by themselves, as ao^ong 
their most singular blessings:^ by those, indeed, who, 
I nearly at the same time, declared they were " deeply 
; '^ impressed with the importance, the utility, and the 
"necessity of an accommodation with their Parent 
" State ; " and who were, also, they said, " conscious 
'* that the best service we can render to the present 
" and all future generations must consist in promoting 
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* Reference is here made to the caae of Timothy Doughty, of Ducbt 
county, in which the victim, because he declined to sign the Oetterul A9- 
Aocut/wm— there was no evidence which the Congress considered respecta- 
ble, showing any other offence— was seized by Egbert Benson, whose 
methods at an Election have been noticed ; and sent to New York, 
without any evidence of wrong-doing; and thrown into a jail, 
without any provision for his support. At the request of Benson, 
he was kept in jail, for several weeks, without knowing for what he 
luul been arreeted ; and that, only to enable his tuueen and maiiffmnU ao? 
cnsor to manufacture evidence againat him. Fifteen vforihleia affidavits 
were subeequontly sent to the Congress, and read to the ru-/i//i, when he 
teas (fietH a hearing: but their worth lemnefls was so evident that the 
GongroBB discharged Poaghty, although, as stated, it would not permit 
bim to have oopiee of the papers, nor oven to read them, {Jimmain of the 
Cknftmittee of Safety^ September 4th ; the aante^ September 28th, ,1776 ; 
JommaU of the Provineial (Jomgren^ "Die Jovis, 9 ho., A.M., October 
" 10, 1775 ; " the mnM, " IMe llartia, ho.; A.M., October M, 1776 ; " Pe- 
tUionM of Timolhj/ Doughty and other*, September 22, 25, October 4, 11, 
1776, (i/wtorky»{ Mamucr^, etc. : PetUum», xxzl., 96, 88, 70, 36.) 

<> Among other instances, those of Angpu McDonald, Melaocton Law- 
rence, and Captain Drowitz, may be referred to. 

* The local authorities arrestsd and conAoed, without any trustworthy 
evidence, John Morrell, Adam Patrick, and Isaiah Pnrdy, in Orange- 
county ; the Berghs, Timothy Doughty, and Mordecai Lester, in Duch« 
ess-county ; John Connor, in Tryon-connty ; Abraham Lawrence, in 
Queens county ; etc. 

' Letter from the iVortMcvii Congre$$ to the OenOemen Merchants of the 
Province of Quebec. ** In Prociucinl Congrem, ^ow-Tork, June 12th, 1776,' 

* Letter from the Proviucial Oongrtm to the DeUigateefar the Colony of 
New Yorkf in the Otmtinental Oongrem^ ** In Provincial Conorbss, Nbw- 
" York, June 28th, 1776." 

See, also, the Plan of AecommtHUUitm^ adopted in advance and kept in 
constant readiness for ttumetUate use, by the same Provincial Congress, 
**4 ho., P.M., Die Martis, June 27tb, 1776," {see pages 07, 08, ante ;) Letter 
from the Provincial Congress to the i\tmmitiee of BichmondcosuUy^ **Nsw- 
" York, 2d December, 1776 ; " etc. 
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In the earlier days of its existence, the Provincial 
Congress made those arbitrary arrests without any en- 
actment, its own or that of any other body, which 
could have afforded even a shadow of even revolu- 
tionary law, if the enactments of a body in acknowl- 
edged rebellion may be regarded as Laws, for such a 
radical violation of what were said to have been, and 
of what were, the fundamental principles of the Duties 
of those in authority and of the Rights of Person and 
of Property which belonged to those who were gov- 
erned ; but there appear to have been some, among 
the supporters of the Rebellion, who continued to 
have doubts concerning the unauthorized and unre- 
strained right of arrest, even where an opposition to 
the measures of the Rebellion was openly and unre^ 
servedly expressed. , 

On the eleventh of August, a letter was received by 
the Provincial Congress, from the local Committee at 
Brookhaven, on Long Island, stating that certain 
perdons, named therein, were *^ counteracting every 
'' measure recommended for redress and grievances, ' 
*' and opposing the measures of Congresses and Com- 
" mittees ; and that they declared they would furnish, 
" and that it is suspected they have furnished, the 
'* men-of-war and cutters with provisions,'' ^ in the 
same manner that the Atfla and other men-of-war 
-were supplied, with the approval of the Provincial 
Congress, at that time and subsequently, by those 
who were more in favor with that body ; and, at the 
same time, *' requesting the Congress to direct such 
*' measures as they shall think proper, to suppress 
" such conduct.*' That letter was referred to a Com- 
mittee of which Benjamin Kissam, of the City of New 
York, was Chairman.' A Report from that Com- 
mittee was laid before the Congress, on the twenty- ' 
sixth of August; * and, after consideration of the sub- 
ject, and apparently without dissent, the following 
enactment was made on the general subject of thfe 
Brookhaven Committee's inquiry : 

** Whereas attempts may be made to promote dis- 
*' cord among the Inhabitants of this Colony, and to 
^' assist and aid the Ministerial Army and Navy, in 
'' their endeavours to carry into execution the cruel and 
'^-oppressive Acts of Parliament, against the Rights 
/' and Liberties of the Inhabitants of this Continent : 

*' And as the immutable laws of self-defence and 

1 Thiu printed in tho official copy of the JoHrnal of the Provineial dm- 
.greM. 

* Tliotw who shall deniro to learn more of that- Brookbaren matter 
may be gratified by a poriual of Gaine's New- York ChMMtle and MercHry^ 
No. 1217, N£w-YoBK, Monday, February 6, 1776 ; of a LeUer/rom Mtgor 
Bei^amm Floffd <wd olktrt to Jame» Hipi$iffion, " Brook-uaven, Sui^- 
*' roLK-couwTT, Nrw-York, March 6, 1776," (RivingUm'a New-York GasH- 
leeTt No. 103, New- York, Thuraday, April 0, 1775 ;) and of n DedaratioH 
of tke ItUuibUaHUi of Brook-hacifnt Smfolk-couutiff New York^ "Brook- 
" Uavrn, March 10, 1775," (Gaine's New-York GaseUe : and the WeeMy 
Merenrff, No. 1223, Nkw-York, Monday, March 2(), 1776.) 

9 Jo¥rual of the Provineial Cbnffrec*, "Die Veneris, 9 ho. .A.M., August 
" llUi, 1775." 

* Journal of the Prorincial Congre»»^ *' Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A.M., August 
"2eth,1775." 
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preservation justify every reasonable measure en- 
tered into, to counteract or frustrate such attempts : 
Therefore, 

" Resolved, That if any person or persons shall be 
found guilty, before the Committee of any City 
or County, of attempting, (after . the date of this 
Resolution,) to furnish the Ministerial Army or 
Navy with Provisions or other necessaries, contrary 
to the Resolutions of the Continental or of this 
Congress ; ^ or of holding a correspondence, by letter 
or otherwise, for the purpose of giving information 
to the said Army or Navy, of the measures pursued 
by the United Colonies or any of them ; * or of ad- 
vising expedients which the said Army or Navy 
might or ought to pursue, against the said Colonies 



^ The Provincial Congress not only had pasaed no Besolutiuiis prohibiting 
the supply uf" tlie Ministerial Army and Navy with provisions or other 
" necessarlM," thereby, even from tho revolutionary standpoint, leaving 
tliat businosH opeu to whomsoever might embark in it; but, on the 
morning of the day on which this enactment was made, it gave its offi- 
cial sanction to the supply of the Awi, man-of-war, with its neceemry 
supplies, from the City of Now York, and with water and Ixier, from 
Brooklyn, all of tihem by Abraham Lolt, the official "Agent-victualler 
** for His Mf^Jesty's Ships in this Port," (Jomtuo/ of the Provittdid Cougrew^ 
'*Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., S«ptember lit, 1775.") Four days afterwards, 
Doctor McLean was authorized to supply the same ship, with Drugs and 
Medicines, iia he had previouidy done, {Jfomrwd of the Conunittee of Safely ^ 
" Die Martis, 9ho., A.M., September 5tb, 1775.'') On the twenty-ninth 
of January, 1776, William Allen had permission to go on board the 
AnUt^ to measure the moA for shoes, and to make and deliver a hundred 
pairs, if so many sliould be needed. {Jonrmd of the Committee of tsifety^ 
*' Die Lump, 10 ho., A.M., January 29tb, 1776.'') On the sixtoouth of 
Vobniary, 1776, Henry White was permitted to supply the Ania and the 
Pfttntix with fresh provisions and vegetables. (Journal of the Provincial 
Cunip-eM, *■ Die- Veneris, 10 ho.. A.M., February 16th, 1770.") 

While the Provincial Qongreas wasthni* momiiwlixing the supplying of 
the men-of-war, it "was filled with the utmost anxiety " when, during 
tlie Autumn of 177^, "small boats from Queens and Wostchestvr-coun- 
'*tiee " undertook to enter into tho same business; and **to prevent so 
-'* great a misdiief," a small armed vessel was purchased, '* to watch those 
"and other daiigf^rouB supplies of tho like kind," — (The CowmiUee of 
Safety to the New- York Delegate* in Continental Oongrem^ '* In CoMMiTTKKor 
»* Safett, Nkw-York, January 22, 1776.") On the seventh of February, 
1776, when the Ohaimiaii of the Committee of the City askod permission 
for an unnained applicant to send on boanl the AHa^ two hogsheads of 
Spirits, two dozens of Coffee, and one dozen of Chocolate, the solicited 
|)crmiasion was withheld until the name of the applicant coi'ild lie ascer- 
tained, which does not appear to have been accomplished, (I^etter from 
Henry JBemseH, Ghairwan of the Committee of the Oilffy to the Committee of 
Sftfetfff and the reply of the latter, both undated : Joumnlof the CummiUee 
of Safety: "Die Mercuril, 10 ho., A.M., Fob'y 7th, 1776.") 

There does not seem to have been any hesitation in supplying tho pro- 
visions, on the part of any one, either in New York, or in Westchester- 
county, or in Queena-county—why should there have been? The only 
question appears to have been, by whom and for whose pecuniary lioneflt 
they should be thus supplied. There were those, in tho Provincial Cbn- 
grcsB, who were always ready to enjoy an adrantagw, in trade or else- 
where : there was a commercial advantage, in victualing the ships, 
which those "patriots" preferred to retain. Had the l)oatmen of West- 
chester and Queens-counties, while bringing their surplus products to 
market, been wise enough to have consigned their cargoes to some of 
those enterprising "Merchants," Alexander McDougal and his armed 
vessel, watching "thorn dangerous supplies," would not have been 
necessary. 

Vorily, patriotism and pelf were closely connected. In those times. 

* James Duane, tho friend and correspondent of Lieutenant«governor 
Colden, was, at that time, one of the Delegates troax New York, in the 
Congress of the Colonies ; and Egbert Dumond, the friend and corre- 
spondent of the Royal Governor, William Tryon, represented Ulster- 
county, in that Provincial Congress, and was probably present— he was 
in New York — ^wheu this enactment was considered and adopted. 
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** or any of them, ^ such person or persons, so found 
" guilty, shall he punished at the discretion of the 
" Committee before whom he or they shall be so found 
'* guilty, or at the discretion of the Congress or Com- 
^* mittee of Safety of this Colony, so as the punish- 
" ment, by them, at their discretion inflicted, shall 
** not exceed three months imprisonment or other the 
** punishments hereinafter mentioned, for the first 
" offence. 

** Resolved, That if any person or persons shall 
" be found guilty, before the Committee of «ny City or 
"County in this Colony, of having furnished the 
" Ministerial Army or Navy (after the date of this 
"Resolution,) with Provisions or other necessaries, 
" contrary to any Resolution of the Continental or of 
"this Congress, such person or persons, so found 
"guilty thereof, upon due proof thereof, shall be 
"disarmed and forfeit double the value of the Pro- 
" visions or other necessaries so furnished, to be ap- 
" plied to the public exigencies of this Colony, in 
" such manner as the Congress or Committee of Safety 
" of this Colony, for the time being, shall m-der and 
" direct. And that such person or persons, so foond 
" guilty, shall be put into and detained in close con- 
" finement, at his or their own expense and charge, 
" until three months after he or they, respectively, 
" shall have paid such forfeiture. And that every 
" such person or persons, who shall be found guilty 
" of a second offence of the same kind, shall be ban- 
" ished from this Colony, for the term of seven years 
" from the time of such second conviction. 

" Although this Congress have a tender r^ard to 
" the freedom of Speech, the rights of Conscience, 
" and personal Liberty, as far as an indulgence in 
" these particulars may be consistent with our gen- 
" eral security ; yet, for the public safety, be it 

" Resolved, That if any person or persons shall, 
" hereafter, oppose or deny the authority of the Con- 
" tinental or of this Congress, or the Committee of 
"Safety, or the Committees of the respective 
" Counties, Cities, Towns, Manors, Precincts, or Dis- 
" tricte iff this Colony, or dissuade any person or 
" persons from obeying the recommendations of the 
" Continental or this Cougress, or the Committee of 
" Safety, or the Committees aforesaid, and be thereof 
"convicted before the Committee of the County or 
"any thirteen or more of their number, who shall or 
" may meet upon a general call of the Chairman of 
" such Committee where such person or persons may 
"reside, that such Committee shall cauie such of 
" fenders to be disarmed ; ' and for the second ofience- 



1 OiArles Leo, the second in couiiiumd tn the Oontincutal Army, hud 
not, tlien, laid his well-deviaed ** PUin*^ before General Howe; Oenenil 
Samuel H. Paraons had not yet commenced the supply of Information, 
oonc}3ming projected military movemonta, etc., throngh "'Sqnire 
*• Heron," to Sir Henry Clinton ; Israel Putnam had not yet led Robert 
B. Livingston to "question '' "his very fldolity ;** and Benedict Arnold, 
maddened by wrongs imposed on him, had not yet commenced his cor- 
respondence with John Andr4. 

^Compara this particular penalty with the puticiilar requirement, 



"they shall be committed to close ooofinement, at 
" their respective expense.' And, in case any of the 
" said Committees are unable to carry this or any 
" Resolution into execution, they are hereby directed 
" to apply to the next County Committee or oommand<* 
" ing Officer of the Militia, or to the Congress or the 
" Committee of Safety of this Colony, for necessary 
"assistance, as the case may require.^ But if it 
" shall so happen that any violators of this Resolu- 
" tion shall reside in a County where there is no 
" Committee of the County, in that case, the matter 
" shall be triable before the Committee of the next 
"County: Provided that no person shall be tried 
"before the General Committee of the City and 
"County of New York, upon the Resolutions herein 
"contained, unless the stated quorum be present; 
"and in the City and County of Albany, unless 
" there are present twenty-five members. 

" Resolved FARTHER, That the respective Com- 
" mittees and the Militia of the several Counties, by 
" order of the respective Committees or of the Com- 
" missioned Officer of the Militia then nearest, are 
"hereby expressly enjoined to apprehend every 
" Inhabitant or Resident of this Colony, who now is 
" or who shall hereafter be discovered to be enlisted 
" or in arms against the Liberties of America, and to 
" confine such offender or offenders, in safe custody ; 
"and his or their punishment is reserved to the 
"determination of this or some future Provincial 
" Congress. And the Committee nearest to any per- 
" son who shall - be so enlisted or have taken up 
" arms against the Liberties of America are hereby 
" directed to appoint some discreet person to take 
" the charge of the Estate, both real and personal, fif 
" any such person or persons ; which person so ap- 
" pointed shall be invested with such Estate, and 
" render, on oath, a just and true account thereof, to 
'' this or some future Congress or to Commissioners 
" by them to be appointed, and to pay the issues and 
" profits thereof to the Treasurer appointed by this 
" Congress, for the use of the associated Colonies. 

" Rebolved, That if any person be taken up on 
" suspicion of any of the Crimes in the above Reso- 
"lutions specified, he shall immediately be taken 
" before the Committee of the City, Town, Manor, 

contained in the enactment concerning the Militia, adopted eleven days 
prerioualy, (pagt 102 anU-,) that every InhabUaiU^ between sixteen and fifty 
years of age, should fully equip himself with arms and largely supply 
himself with ammunition, heavy penalties being imposed, in case of de* 
Ikult, in either re0t*eot. 

* That particular feature of this enactment was intended to Impoverish 
the victim, if he posseesod property , or to leave him to be starved, if he 
had none ; and the barbarism of the provision aud of those who framed 
it, was seen, subsequently. In the phyiifcal sufferings of John O'Connor 
and David Purdy ; and in those of the Berghs, the Dobbees, and Tlnio4hy 
Doughty, {Hinlorkal MaamueriplMy etc. : PeHtiowt, xxxl., 98, 96, 88, 10, 
36 ; etc.) 

4 Not long after this enactment was made, the (V>mmititee of Weat- 
chester-county, as will be seen, hereafter, cidled for and received the 
armed assistance of men of Connecticut, to enforce obedience to its Reso- 
lutions or submission to some of Its arbitrary seiiures of the properties of 
some of their law-abiding neij^hboff. 
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Precinct, or District where the offender shall have 
been taken up ; and if, upon examination, the sus- 
picion shall appear to the said Committee to be 
groundless, that he be discharged: Provided, 
ALSO, that no person charged to be an offender 
shall be tried upon any of the foregoing Resolves, 
until the persons to be Judges of the offence be 
first severally sworn to try and adjudge the person 
so charged, without partiality, favour, or affection, 
or hope of reward, according to evidence ; and that 
every witness who shall be examined on such trial 
shall have the charge distinctly and clearly stated 
to him ; and be thereupon sworn to speak the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth." ^ 



It will be seen that, by this remarkable enactment, 
every person in the Colony was placed at the mercy 
of the local Committee of the County in which he 
lived ; that no one was permitted to disregard or to 
treat with disrespect either the *' recommendations " 
or the " Resolutions "of Congresses or Committees, 
of either high or low degree, no matter with what 
disclaimers of obligation those '* recommendations " 
and '* Resolutions " might have been accompanied,' 
nor to dissent from whatever outrages on persons or 
properties there might be inflicted on quiet, law- 
abiding persons, by even the most insignificant 
" District Committee " in the Colony, nor even to 
question the authority to do whatever it should incline 
to do, no matter how monstrous its actions should be, 
in any such Congress or Committee ; that sequestra- 
tion, if not confiscation and absolute sale,' of proper- 
ties, real and personal, and close confinement in bar- 
racks or jails, and banishment from home and family, 
no matter at what cost to him or to those who were 
dependent on him, were penalties to which every one 
was subject, whenever a County Committee saw fit to 
inflict them ; that, by making the offences and the 
penalties matters of general interest to *' the associa- 
" ted Colonies " — for doing which no one can pretend 
that a local Provincial Congress, even during a Re- 
bellion, could consistently assume to legislate — this 
enactment afforded a warrant for inroads from other 
Colonies, whenever the latter were inclined to make 
them, for the direct adjustment of matters in which 

1 Jtntmal of the Provincial Oongreu, " 4 ho., P.M., September Ist, 
" 1776." 

* Ck>mpare tlie disclalmen which accompanied the AttociaUoiu which 
were eeiit out, for aignatttree, (paj/es 94, 95, ante ;) with the penalties which 
were subsequently imposed ou those who had declined to sign those Aato- 
dntiontj In the orders issued for their disariuamout, {page 112, luUe;) in 
this remarkable enactment ; and with the multitude of arbitrary arrests 
and painful imprisonments, throughout the Colony, with which the 
pages of the records of the doings of the revolutionary foction so pecu- 
Uiirly abound. 

3 We are sensible that the letter of this enactment aifords a warrant for 
nothing else than a sequestration of the properties uf those who were 
pixjecribed ; but the tpirit of it was seen in the action of those Commit- 
tees who were, by this enactment, made masters of the great body of the 
Culouists, when those Committees, as will be seen, hereafter, not only 
sequestrated, but confiscated and sold, the properties of those who were 
personally obnoxious to them. 
10 



they possessed a conceded interest; that no appeal 
from the judgment of such a local revolutionary 
tribunal, too often controlled by personal or family 
quarrels^ or by ecclesiastical or neighborhood feuds 
or by foreign interferences, was provided for or 
allowed ; and that the dictates of his conscience and 
the oath of his office, if he held an office, as far as 
these should assert his duty to his Sovereign and to 
the Colonial and Home Gk)vernments, must be sternly 
disregarded and suppressed, by every one. 

History has failed to record, in the annals of any 
other community, another such instance of solemn 
mockery and of refined hypocrisy and of relentless 
personal and partisan bitterness as is seen in this 
enactment, framed and ordained and promulgated by 
men who pretended to so much of honor and intellir 
gence, to so much of loyalty to the King and of re- 
gard for the Constitution, to so much of veneration 
for the Rights of Man and of reverence for the 
supreme Laws of Qod, as were claimed, for themselves, 
by the Livingstons and the Morrises, the Van Cort- 
land ts and the Clintons, and their several supporters, 
in the Provincial Congress of Colonial New York ; 
and the annals of partisan malignity, ecclesiastical or 
civil, afford few instances wherein an ecclesiastical or 
civil enactment, no matter by what authority nor 
under what circumstances it may have been ordained 
Hud promulgated, has been more relentlessly enforced, 
in its penalties, than this enactment of a revolution- 
ary Congress was enforced, in the Colony and State of 
New York. Scarcely a homestead existed in Colonial 
Westchester-county, in which the unbridled despotism 
of a self-constituted Precinct or District or Town 
Committee did not display its ill-gotten, ill-regulated 
power, under the sanction of this enactment, protected 
and supported, whenever protection and support were 
needed to ensure entire success, by the local and the 
Continental military power or by hungry ruffians 
from over the border;* and there are enough of 

* " The information you hare received, in respect to Captain Cuthbert, 
" is, I believe, in part true, but has originated from a private pique, and 
" is much exaggerated. You will observe I have bought his wheat from 
" him, which he readily sold me, at the same time complained, most 
" bitterly, of being threatened with the loss of his life, by the same Don 
*' you mentioned, who, I believe, is a very bad man. Many persons in 
** the country are seeking for private revenge under pretence of concern 
*'for the publick safety."— (?m«ra< {Benedict Arnold to Banmel Ouue, 
"SoEKL, Mayl5, 1776.") 

General Amold^s remarks were perfectly applicable to every portion of 
the Colony. Who, among historical students, does not know that one 
of the most virulent of those who persecuted the loyal and law abiding 
Colonists, in Colonial New York — a very thinly disguised monarchist 
who was thus figuring as a most zealous republican — had been largely 
prompted to play a part in the politics of tiie period which was radically 
distasteful to himself, in order that he might, thereby, revengefully op- 
pose and persecute the friends and family of the two young ladies, sisters, 
who had successively preferred more graceful and more companionable, 
if not as mentally and scholastically deserving, suitors for their hands 
and fortunes ? 

« 

A This sentence has been written with a perfect understanding of what 
is stated in the text, concerning those who passed fh>m Connecticut into 
Westchester-couuty, to assist the local Committees, in that County, in 
their work of outrage and robbery. Greenwich, Stamford, Bldge 
field, Danbury, Wilton, New Canaan, and the other border Towns 
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merely incidental allusions, left; among the well-con- 
cealed records of those times, to say nothing of those 
more startling evidences which went, unrecorded, 
into the graves of those who had been thus plundered 
and outraged, when the latter were carried to their 
last earthly homes, to show that the Drakes and the 
Thomases, the Odells and the Martlings, the Lock- 
woods and the Dutchers, and those who were associated 
with them, "patriotically " supporting what was called 
^' the glorious cause of Liberty," were experts in ruth- 
less barbarism, and entirely worthy of thecrowns of in- 
famy which history has awarded to more distinguished, 
but not more accomplished, inquisitors and despots. 

The publication of this barbarous enactment was 
followed, immediately, by active preparations for 
.persecution, by those, in Westchester-county, who 
were engaged in promoting the cause of the Rebel- 
lion ; and they promptly reported to the Provincial 
Congress, for what purpose is very evident, the fol- 
lowing list of those, in that County, who were espe- 
cially obnoxious to them : ^ 



" Col. Phillips,' 

** Joseph Harris, 

" James Harris, 

" Major Brown's two sons 

** Isaac and Josiah that 

"lives at home,' 
" Lyon Miller,* 



Bartholomew Hains,^ 
Mr. Duncan and Brown 

at Marroneck, 
Capt. Joshua Purdy,* 
Jeremiah Travess, 
Solomon Fowler,^ 
Joshua Purdv,* 



Id Gonnectieat, m la well known, were too nearly akin in sentiment to 
the Towns in Weatchetter-county to baTO snpplied retpe^able men, fur 
inch a questionable service ; and specimens of those of Connecticut who 
were so zealous in the support of the Rebellion, in New York, when 
there was no armed forces before them— those, from that Colony were 
not so zealous, on the northern frontier and in Canada, at Kips Bay and 
in New Jersey, when an aimed enemy was either before or behind them — 
might have been seen in those who were led by Waterbury and by Sean, 
by Wooster and by Webb, of whom and of whose peculiarly " New Eng- 
"land Ideas," concerning the laws of mema et tewm, history has left 
abundant evidence. 
1 Hittorical JfoittMcr^te, etc. : 3fbc«0aneoM« Paj^en, zxxiv., 193. 

< Colonel Frederic Philipse, of Tonkers and Sleepy Hollow, Member 
of the (General Assembly, already made known to the reader. He was 
exiled ; and his property sequestrated, confiscated, and sold. 

> Isaac and Josiah Brown were arrested ; thrown into the Prison at 
the White Plains ; and subsequently released on condition that they 
should board with William Miller, Deputy Chairman of the County 
Committee, at their own expense, instead of at their own homes. 

< Lyon MiUer was First Lieutenant in the Harrison Precinct Company 
of Militia, reorganized under the enactment of the Provincial Congress, 
in August, 177fi. 

> Bartholomew Haines was arrested and thrown into Prison at the 
White Plains. His name will be seen, very frequently, in the following 
pages of this narrative. 

^ Captain Joshua Purdy wss, probably, the person of that name who 
has been referred to, elsewhere, in these notes, in connection with another 
person, bearing the same name but without a title, who was, also, named 
on this list of the proscribed of Westchester-county. Although the rec- 
ords do not mention the distinguishing title, if he had one, of the victim 
whose arrest and imprisonment and conditional release are mentioned 
in the note referred to, and, therefore, the untitled "Joshua Purdy*' 
has been connected with those records, there are circumstances which 
favor the impression that Captain Joshua was the person to whom they 
really referred. 

7 Solomon Fowler was reported to the Provincial Congress, a second 
time, In June, 1776, and summoned to appear before the " Committee 
" on Conspiracies,** soon after. 

B Joshua Purdy, either this person of that name or Captain Joshua who 



" Elijah Purdy, 
"Gilbert Horton,» 
" Edmond Ward,*'* 
" Caleb Morgain," 
"James Hortan, Esq." 
" William Barker, Esq." 
" Person Seabury," 
"Godfrey Haines, added 

" on Saturday evening, " 
" Jeremiah Travess, Junr., 

" Joshua 



Jonathan Pardie, White 

Plains," 
Saml. Merrit, Manor of 

Courtlandt," 
Mr. Peter Hatfield, 
Isaac Hatfield, 
Edward Palmer,*^ 
Nath. Whitney, Esq. 
Pater Drake," 
Peter Corney,*' 
Came." 



There need be no surprise that that remarkable en- 
actment and the activity in enforcing its provisions 
which was seen among those who favored the Rebel- 
lion and among those who desired the advantages 
which a general breaking down of those who opposed 
that Rebellion would probably ensure to them, in the 
expected and intended sequestrations and confisca- 
tions and sales of properties, real and personal, 
throughout the County, aroused the attention and 
the indignation of the great body of the conservative 



is also named on this list, was reported to the Provincial Congress, a 
second time ; summoned before the " Committee on Conspiracies ; " im- 
prisoned at the White Plains ; and released fh)m prison on condition 
that he should board with William Miller, Deputy Chairman of the 
Cojinty Committee, at his own expense, instead of at his own home. 

* Gilbert Horton was arrested and thrown into the Prison at the White 
Plains. 

10 Edmund Ward was arrested and thrown Into the Prison at the White 
Plains. 

11 Caleb Morgan was reported to the Provincial Congreaa, a second 
time ; arrested ; and thrown into the Prison at the W^hlte Plains. 

1* James Horton, Esq., was summoned before the "Committee of 
"Safety," as the County Committee called itself, in August, 1777; was 
unusually independent in his answers to that body ; and appears to have 
remained without further trouble. 

IS William Barker, Esq., was reported to the Provincial Congress, a 
second time ; arrested ; examined by the Committee on Conspiracies ; 
and thrown into the Prison at the White Plains. 

1* Rev. Samuel Seabury, soon afterwards, was seized and carried to 
Connecticut, where he was imprisoned. His very peculiar case will be 
noticed in the text, in its order. 

i*Godft«y Haines was seized, and sent lo the City of New York, a few 
days after the transmission of this memorandum. His case will be seen 
in the text of this narrative, pages 115-120, post. 

1* Jonathan Purdy, of the White Plains, was arrested and thrown into 
the Prison at that place. 

17 Samuel Merrit was reported to the Provincial Congress, a second 
time ; arrested ; and thrown into the Prison at the White Plainn. . 

i> Edward Palmer was a resident of Cortlandt^s Manor; and was subse- 
quently accused of enlisting men for the Royal Army. There are some 
reasons for supposing that he was the young man who was so ostenta- 
tiously hung, as a spy, by the order of General Putnam, in August, 1777, 
of which mention will be made hereafter. 

1* Peter I>rake was one of the Drakes of the Cortlandt Manor ; and was 
an active Loyalist ; but wa^i not disturbed— he was a Drake. 

30 Peter Corney was reported to the Provincial Congress, a second 
time ; arrested and taken before the '* Committee on Conspiracies ;*' and 
permitted to go to Long Island, where he was peculiarly serviceable 
to those who desired to remove flrom that place. Because of thin, the 
Committee of Safety and Committee on Conspiracies of the Provincial 
Congress, permitted his son-in-law to take and occupy his property ; bat 
the local Committee of Sequestration disregarded that permission ; seized 
the property ; and sold it, under peculiarly distressing circumstances. 
{HigtoricalManutcript*^ etc. : PetUiaiu, xxxiil., 622; the same: Mi»cella- 
neoua Papers, xxxvli., 96, 99 ; xxxvlii., 147 ; JourtuU of Committee of 
Safety^ with Oomey's son-in law's affidavit, "Die Veneris, 4 ho., P.M., 
."June 6,1777.") 
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farmers of Weetchester-county — ^they would have been 
less than men, and unworthy of either respect or sym- 
pathy, had they remained passive spectators of what 
was then in progress, for the seizure of their persons, 
for the sequestration of their homes and of their 
estates, and for the impoverishment of their aged 
parents, of their wives, and of their dependent chil- 
dren, without just cause, without due process of Law, 
and by those who were in acknowledged rebellion 
against their recognized Sovereign. Indeed, the 
honest, hard-working yeomanry, throughout the 
entire extent of the County, those of revolutionary 
as well as those of conservative associations, was im- 
mediately thrown into a state of the most intense 
excitement; suspicion between those who had been 
peaceful neighbors and friends, was aroused and 
fostered; memories of half-forgotten piques and 
quarrels were recalled ; and the animosities and the 
jealousies and the misunderstandings and the- disputes 
of the past were revived and intensified ; and, while 
the more zealous of the party of the Rebellion were 
loud in their threats and aggressive in their actions, 
those who constituted the great body of the inhabit- 
ants of the County and who were peaceful in all their 
relations, anxiously watched the progress of events, 
and, in some notable instances, denounced the enact- 
ments of the Provincial Congress and the Congress 
who had enacted them ; declared their confidence — 
their ill-founded but honest confidence — that the 
Home Government would soon interfere for their pro- 
tection ; armed and organized themselves for their 
immediate security ; and established strong patrols, 
from among themselves, to guard against surprise, by 
night or by day. Violence on the one side, of actions 
as well as of words, begat violence on the other. A 
lawless assault on the persons or the properties of the 
conservatives and the loyal, by the promptings of 
imbittered human nature and the unwritten law of 
retaliation, was followed, sooner or later, by equally 
lawless assaults on the persons or on the families or 
on the properties of those, of the opposite party, who 
hud been the original aggressors ; and, very seldom, 
on those occasions, was a tooth or an eye regarded as 
a sufficient equivalent for the tooth or the eye which 
had been taken. ''They hunted every man his 
'* brother with a net ; " the reign of peace, of happi- 
ness, and of prosperity — the era of good- feelings 
between neighbors, of regard among friends, of affec- 
tion in families — in the old agricultural County of 
Westchester was ended ; and partisan strife and per- 
sonal and domestic misery and general waste and 
ruin prevailed. 

Rye, even at a later period, was noted for its solid, 
unyielding conservatism ;^ and, in Rye and through- 
out Westchester-county, generally, the Purdys were 



1 "The People of Bye being wholly devoted to the Interest of the 
*' Cruwn shut their Eyes and Ears against reason and knowledge ** * * 
{PMUon of Oeorge fiums, "Hacrlen, Augnst 26, 1776 *'— JETJstoHca^ 
MamM»eript$y etc.: PetUioiu: zxxiil., 158.) 



peculiarly noted for their unfaltering loyalty.^ Early 
in September, 1775, before the passage of the enact- 
ment by the Provincial Congress, to which reference 
has been made, could have become generally known 
throughout that " border Town," Godfrey Haines, an 
unmarried man, was at the house of Daniel Purdy, 
in Rye; and, in conversation, he condemned the re- 
organization of the Militia, by the Provincial Con- 
gress ; declared he would not perform any duty in the 
new-organized Company ; and denounced the Con- 
gresses and Committees, generally, saying " he had as 
** leave be in hell as in the hands of any of them," an 
opinion which was, probably, confirmed, very soon 
afterwards. He evidently looked forward to an ex- 
pected movement of the Home Government, for the 
maintenance of its authority ; he wished the men-of- 
war would move up the Sound ; and, in his youthful 
outburst of indignatioD, he said he would be one of 
those who would indicate the persons on whoni the 
Government should first lay the weight of its retribu- 
tive power. 

Of that Godfrey Haines, nothing is now definitely 
known beyond the facts, told by himself, ' that he 
was tolerably well educated, but was without any 
available property ; but it can be learned, from the 
papers in the case, that he was not a stranger in that 
neighborhood nor in that house. He was evidently a 
young man, suffering from wrongs already inflicted 
on him or on his personal friends, popsessing a fiery 
temper, and warmly indignant at the movements and 
the threats of the revolutionary faction. He un- 
doubtedly knew that he was among those who enter* 
tained opinions and preferences which were similar 
in their character to those which he had declared } but 
the latter may have been less willing to declare what 
they preferred and what their opinions were, concern*- 
ing the doings of those who were, then, aspiring to the 
Government of the Colony — he was, however, less 
fortunate than they, in the expression of his opinions 
in the presence of one who, either through ignofance 
or malevolence, was mean enough to betray him. 

Samson had his Delilah ; and Godfrey had his £u« 
nice. Of Delilah, not an Israelite, we know that she 
betrayed her lover to his enemies, to the oppressors 
of his kindred and his people : of Eunice, an ignorant, 
unmarried woman ; unable to write her own name 
and, probably, unable to read what others had writ* 
ten — just such a tool, indeed, as suited the purposes 
of such men as, then, manipulated her spitefully 
told information — and, evidently, a daughter or siste/ 
or other kinswoman of the man under whose roof and 
in the enjoyment of whose hospitality Godfrey was. 



9 At the marriage of Gabriel Purdy to Charity Pnrdy, at the White 
PlalDa, on the twenty-eighth of March| 1775, a large company, forty-wren 
in number, was assembled, among whom thirty-«eyeu went Purdysy- 
**and not a single Whig among them/* — {RivmgtoH^B NeuhJTork Gaxetteer, 
No. 105, Nbw-York, Thursday, April 20, 1776.) 

^PetitUm to Ou Provmcial Oongretf, "City Hall, (October y* 4th^ 
"1775 "—page 117, post. 
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when lie made those utterances, we know, also, that 
she betrayed a guest of the family, if not her own 
lover, into the hands of his enemies, into the hands 
of thdse who were oppressing his kindred and his 
people. She was not prompt in her treachery, which 
clearly indicates that it was an afterthought -prob- 
ably, it was a girlish act of spiteful retaliation for 
some boyish affront, to which she had been subjected, 
subsequently to the day on which he had exposed 
himself to her ignorant vindictlveness. Whatever 
incited her, however, the story of Godfrey's outspoken 
utterances was told by her, within three or four weeks 
from the day of his visit to Purdy's ; and, because he 
had evidently thus made himself obnoxious to the con- 
trolling faction, although he had not been previously 
regarded with suspicion, ^ the County Committee, 
with intemperate zeal, promptly proceeded to display 
and to exercise its new-found authority — Godfrey was 
arrested and taken to the White Plains, on no other 
accusation than the merely verbal information of the 
affronted Eunice; and that vindictive maiden was, 
also, taken to the same place, and before the same 
County Committee, there, in order that her accusation 
might be made in a more formal manner. 

None of the details of the doings of that zealous 
County Committee, thus acting in its threefold char- 
acter of prosecutor, judge, and executioner, have been 
recorded in history ; but an affidavit was framed ; and 
Eunice added "her mark" to it, and disappeared — 
even the industrious local historian has not found a 
place for her, in his genealogical record of the family 
of which sbe was apparently a member. The follow- 
ing is a copy of that affidavit, thus made, honestly or 
dishonestly, by Eunice Purdy, before the Committee 
of Safety of the County of Westchester : 

" Westchester County, ss. : 

" Eunice Purdy, of Rye, in the said County, 
" Spinster, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evange- 
'Mists of Almighty God, deposeth andsaith that, on or 
"about the second of September instant, Godfrey 
" Hains Was at Daniel Purdy's, at Rye, and in con- 
"versation, at that time, said he understood that the 
" Committee or Congress had made a law to oblige all 
*' to train under them ; and that, * damn them, if they 
" * came after him, they should either kill him or he 
" ' would kill some of them ; and that, dead or alive, 
" ' he would be revenged ; * and that he had enough 
" * in his pocket, then, for five or six of them.' That 
"he also damned the Congresses and Committees, 
" frequently, and said that he had as leave be in hell 

1 It will be seen, by reference to the list of those who were proscribed, 
(page 114, antet) that Godf^y Hainee^s name was not on It, as it was 
originally written — it was " added ^^ to that list "on Saturday 
" evening." 

* This remarlK rery clearly indicated that, when Godfrey made these 
Tiolont remarlCB, he was smarting from wrongs already inflicted on him- 
self or on those who were dear to him, by those of the revolutionary 
faction in Westchester-county or by those, from Connecticut, under 
General Wooster or others, who had come Into the County, for the sup- 
port of the Bebellion. 
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as in the hands of the Congress or Committee ; that 
they would see if they were not all cut down, in a 
fortnight, at farthest ; thai he wished the men-of- 
war would come along the Sound ; and that he wish- 
ed they had raised their Company, three months 
ago, for then the matter would have been settled 
before that time; and further this Deponent saith 
not. 

her 

" Eunice + Purdy. 



(( 



Sworn the 2Sth September, 1775, 
" before me, 
" GiLBT. Drake." 
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There was no other evidence than this evidently 
spitefully- made affidavit ; and it is said Godfrey was 
"convicted," on this testimony, of "denying the au- 
** thority and speaking contemptuously of the Con- 
" gresses and the Committee of the County " — nothing 
appears to have been done on the charge, by Eunice, 
that he had used other and, apparently, more offensive 
words. He was ordered to be disarmed ; but the 
judgment was returned unsatisfied, since he had 
concealed his arms and ammunition ; and the Com- 
mittee stated that it was highly improbable that they 
could be found. It was determined, however, that 
he was "a very dangerous man;" and, for its own 
peace sake as well as for its own safety, that very 
zealous Committee determined to send him to the 
Provincial Congress, in the City of New York, in 
order that that body might employ its more practised 
hand, in the further prosecution of him. 

On the day after he had been tried and convicted 
and punished, as far as the Westchester-county Com- 
mittee could do all these, [September 29, 1776,] God- 
frey was placed in the custody of Daniel Winter, and 
sent to the City, the following letter, from that Com- 
mittee, explaining the circumstances under which the 
victim had been thus transported from the County 
in which he had lived, being sent with him: 

" White Plains, Sept'. 29, 1775. 
Gentlemen : 

"We send you by Mr. Daniel Winter, Godfrey 
Hains, a person who w,aa accused and convicted, be- 
fore us, of denying the authority and speaking con- 
temptuously of the Congresses and the Committee 
of this County. He was ordered to be disarmed ; and, 
upon examining him respecting his arms and am- 
munition, he confessed that he has a gun, pistol, 
sword, powder, and ball, but refused informing the 
Committee where they are; and as Hains is a single 
man, the Committee think it highly improbable that 
his arms can be found. 

" We enclose you an affidavit which induces us to 
think him a dangerous man; and therefore send 
him to you to be dealt with as you think proper. 
" After reading the affidavit we think it needless to 
acquaint you that his conduct (by the best infor- 
mation we can get) has been very extraordinary — 
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such as going armed, and giving out threats against 
some of the Committee and the Connecticut 
troops, etc. 

"The committee think it extremely necessary, for 
the safety of the County, that the Commissions for 
the Militia Officers should he immediately for- 
warded. 

"We are, gentlemen, 

" Your most humhle servants, 
" By order of the Committee, 

" GiLBT. Drake, Chairman, 
" To THE Committee of Safety, 

" for the Province of New York." 

Although the Autumn was well advanced and 
the days had hecome much shorter. Winter and 
his prisoner and the guard who accompanied them 
left the White Plains early enough to reach the City 
hefore nine o'clock on the morning of the twenty- 
ninth of September, the day on which the letter was 
written ; * and the first subject which was brought 
before the Committee of Safety, there, at its morning 
session, in the City of New York, was the letter from 
the Committee of Westchester-county, which Winter 
had brought, with his prisoner. 

Although Gilbert Livingston, and Alexander 
McDougal, and Isaac Sears, and others of the more 
radical revolutionists were present, in the Committee, 
that body handled the subject with great caution, and 
determined to have no connection with it, ordering, 
as the result of its deliberations, "That the said 
" Godfrey Haines be sent back to the Committee of 
"Westchester, under the care of the persons who 
" brought him to this City ; and that Mr. Paulding, a 
" Deputy for the said County, be requested to write a 
" letter to the said Committee, informing them that 
** it U the opinion of this Committee, that, agreeable 
" to the Resolutions of the Provincial Congress of this 
" Colony, the County Committees are altogether com- 
"petentfor punishing and confining persons guilty 
" of a breach of the said Resolutions or of either of 
" them." « 

The Westchester-county-men were not inclined, 
however, to be troubled with the subject, especially 
with the knowledge which they possessed concerning 
the temper of many of those who were within that 
County; and, on the morning of the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember, Daniel Winter " represented " to the Com- 
mittee in New York "that the taking the said God- 
" frey Haines back will be attended with danger of 



1 It is not impoBBible tbat this arrest hnd been made after it had be- 
come dark, on the twenty-eighth of September : it is qaite clear that the 
Committee was in scwion, tbat the letter of transniinion was written, 
and that Godfrey was hurried through the Uounty, afler midnight^ on the 
foUowutg morning. Secre<:y was pi-ubably neceawry to ensure success, 
where the revolutionary faction was so insij^nifl^'ant in numbers, espe- 
cially, as will be seen in the farther proceedings in this case, when those 
who were also active, in the maintenance of thvir own rigiils and pro- 
perties, had been aroused. 

s Journal of the CommiUee of Safety, " Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., 8ep- 
*• tember 29, 1776. '• 



" his being rescued by persons inimical to the cause 
" of Liberty ; " and that body thereupon reconsidered 
its Order of the preceding day, and ordered " that the 
" said Godfrey Haines be committed to the Jail in this 
" City till the further order of this Committee or the 
" Provincial Congress of this Colony ; " ' and into the 
Jail, in New York, Godfrey was accordingly cast, 
without, however, the slightest provision for his sup- 
port, while he should remain there. 

The Jail, in the City of New York, when Godfrey 
Haines was cast into it, was confining other victims 
of arbitrary and unwarranted arrests who, also, had 
been sent to the Congress, by the country Counties ; 
and it may be reasonably supposed that his animosi- 
ties against the Congresses and the County Commit- 
tees and those who favored them, were not, in the 
slightest degree, modified, by his association with 
those prisoners or by his own imprisonment. But, not- 
withstanding those animosities, his necessities • com- 
pelled him to seek relief; and, on the fourth of 
October, the fifth day of his confinement, he united 
with his fellow-prisoners, in the following Petition, 
probably written by himself, addressed to the Provin- 
cial Congress, which had reassembled on the morning 
of that day : * 
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To THE Honourable Pkovincial Congress. 

" Gentlemen : As there is Six of us Confined in 
Groal by your order Charg'd with misdemeanors, we 
should take it kind of you if you'd bring us to Im- 
ediate tryal or provide for us in our Confinement as 
we have not wherewithal to suport our ourselves. 
And you will oblige yours 
"City Hall, October y» 4">, 1775. 
" Godfrey Hains, Adam Bergh, 
"Timothy Doughty, Christian Bergh, Jun'., 
" John Dob, David Dob." 

That Petition was duly presented to the Congress, 
on the day of its date, and was read before that body ; 
but no action whatever appears to have been taken 
on it, * then or subsequently. 

Eight days after the Provincial Congress had 
received and read the Petition of Godfrey Haines 
and his fellow-prisoners, that body received the fol- 
lowing Kesolution from the Continental Congress, 
which probably served to intensify rather than 
to ameliorate the prevailing partisan animosities; 
and it was certainly not well-constituted for the relief 
of those who were already imprisoned on similar 
charges : 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
"Provincial Assemblies, or Conventions and Coun- 
" cils, or Committees of Safety, to arrest and secure 
" every person, in their respective Colo'nies, who is 

» Journal of the Committee of Safety^ "Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Sop- 
"tember 30th, 1776." 

* Historical ilfanii«crij»'«, etc. : Peti/ioiu, zxxi., 70. 

* Journal of the Provincial Oongreee, " Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., Octo- 
" her 4 th, 1776." 
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''going at large, as may, in their opinion, endanger 
"the safety of the Colonies or the Liberties of 
"America."^ 

Appended to the copy of this Resolution which 
was laid before the Provincial Congress of New York, 
was a memorandum, not included in the official tran- 
script of the Resolution, and without a signature, 
which was in these words : " To be kept as secret as 
" its nature will admit ;" and it was accompanied by 
extracts from letters which the Continental Congress 
had received from London, in one of which the Gov- 
ernor of New York, William Tryon, was mentioned ; 
and in which, also, it was said that '' it would be a 
" capital stroke to get possession of Tryon." ' The 
same good fortune which Lieutenant-governor Colden 
had enjoyed, in receiving early information of what 
was proposed or done in the secret sessions of the Con- 
tinental Congress of 1774, was enjoyed by Governor 
Tryon, concerning the private correspondence and 
the secret proposals and doings of the Continental 
Congress of 1775 ; ^ and he took refuge, first, on board 



1 Joumcdo/the Continental CoHgress^ ** Friday, October 6, 1775; ** Joftrual 
of the Procihcial Omgrw^ "Die Jovla, 9 ho., A.M., October 12th, 1775." 

^Journal of (he Provincial CoHgreu, " Die Jovia, 9 ho., A.M., October 12 
"1775." 

* Compare the correspondence of Joseph Galloway and James Duane with 
the veneiable Lieutenant governor of New York, and the knowledge of 
the latter, concerning tlie secret doings of the Congress of 1774, which the 
former, members of the Congress and pledged to secrecy, had comniuul- 
cated to him, {pagee 27, 33, 34, anle^) with this later instance of secret 
Information and copies of secret correspondence, ** received from the 
* 'Fountain-Head," by Governor Tryon, enabling him to secure his 
personal safety by taking refuge, first, on the Hal\fax^ a packet-ship, 
and, finally, on the Dttch&m of Gordon^ the latter lying under the pro- 
tecting guns of the Atia. 

Judge Jones, in his History of New York during the R&oolutionary War^ 
(i., 61,) said that information was conveyed to the Governor by Kgbert 
Dumond, a member of the delegation from Ulster-county, in the Pro- 
Tiucial Congress ; and de Lancey, in his Note» on that work, (I., 559,560,) 
acquiesced in that statement. We cannot bring ouroelf to an agreement 
with those excellent authorities. 

The Beeolntion was adopted by the Continental Congress, on Friday, 
the sixth of October ; transmitted to the Provincial Congress, by the 
I*res{dent of the Continental Congress, on the ninth of October; and was 
not laid before the Provincial Congress, until the twelfth of October, 
until which day Dumond could not have had any knowledge of it. But, 
on the tenth of October, two days before the Provincial Congress received 
it, Governor Tryon had received the infoimation, "from undoubted au- 
"thority from the City of Philadelphia," (Oovemor Tryon to the Mayor of 
IheCUyof New York, *' New York, 10*^ Oct. 1775 ; ") and his subsequent 
statement, that he was in correspondence with "the Fountain-head," 
(Governor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouthy "On board the Dutchess of 
^* Gordon New York U th Nov 1775,") confirmed his former statement, 
that the information came " from the City of Philadelphia." Having 
failed to secure that guaranty of protection from the Corporation of the 
City of New York which the circumstances led him to ask for, he went 
on board the HaUfaXy on the eighteenth or nineteenth of October, 
{Governor Tryon to Mayor Hick»y ' On board the Halifax Packet, 19*^ 
"October, 1775.") 

As the Delegates from New York, in Philadelphia, were well-informed, 
not only concerning the Resolution but concerning the secret corre- 
spondence of the Continental Congress, which evidently formed a portion 
of the information which was communicated to the Governor, there is 
reanon for believing that the correspondent of the Governor was a niem- 
Iter of that Delegation ; and the reader need not be told, in view of the 
fact that Lieutenant-governor Colden exposed the names of his corre- 
spondents, one of whom was in the Delegation of 1775, which was the 
particular Delegate who was undoubtedly the correspondent, also, of 
Governor Tryon, especially since, as was well known, the Governor's 



the Halifax, packet, and, subsequently, on b<»ard the 
Duchess of Gordon^ the latter lying under the pro- 
tecting guns of the Asia, The prisoners in the Jail, 
victims of arbitrary power, were less fortunate, in 
their intercourse with those exercising authority, 
among the revolutionary faction. 

There is no record of the discharge of Godfrey 
Haines from the Jail, in the City of New York ; but, 
on the contrary, when the record of the proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety, on the morniug of the 
twenty-ninth of September, when he was taken before 
that body by Daniel Winter and the guard who had 
brought him from the White Plains,* was laid before 
the Provincial Congress, after the latter body had re- 
assembled, after its rece-s, those proceedings were 
officially approved ; * and, subsequently, the further 
proceedings of the Committee of Safety, on the morn- 
ing of the thirtieth of September, when Godfrey was 
committed to the Jail, in New York,* were also offi- 
cially approved by the same Provincial Congress.^ 
He was not officially released ; but, very soon after 
his Petition had been filed, without receiving any 
other attention, his necessities nerved his arms f and, 
about midnight, he broke six grates out of the win- 
dow of his prison, and released himself. Hastening 
to the wharf, on the East River, the starved fugitive, 
from whom all food and drink had been withheld for 
more than a week,* he " impressed," if he did not 
steal, a boat ; and found refuge and food on board of 

otBcial and personal leanings were toward the Livingstons rather than 
toward the rivals of the latter, the De Lanceys, who had previously oc- 
cupied the nearest place to the throne, in the Colony ; and, especially, 
since the Delegate referred to wa«, by marriage, a member of the Liv- 
ingston family. 

The MevMrandwm which the Governor is said to have subsequently 
stated " was the gruund of my subsequent conduct in removing on Board 
" the Packet," {Govemor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth^ ** On board the 
" Dutchess of Gordon New York II th Nov 1775,") bears, on its face, the 
date when he is said to have received it—** Mix. Bec<> from N York : 
"the best authority Nov 2 1775 W T." — and it may have been sent to 
him by Egbert Dumont, as stated by Judge Jones and his commentator ; 
but, when it was said to have been received, the Governor had surely 
been on the Halifax or on the Ihtche$$ of Gordon^ more than a fortnight. 

The name of the real author of that Memorandum, on which Governor 
Tryon Is inconsistently said to have placed so much dependence, and the 
purpose for which it was transmitted to him, after he had been warned of 
hie dainger and had aecwed hie eafelty^ are questions which need not be 
discussed, in this place. 

4 See page 117, ante. 

JottmoZ of the Proffineial Oongreetj *' Die Jovis, 10 bo., A.M., October 
** 26th, 1775." 

<*.See iiajEe 117, ante. 

T Jotimal vf the Provincial Oongreety " Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., Oc- 
'•tober, 27, 1775." 

8 " David Bhea says that Captain Haines told him he was put in Jail 
" because he refused to deliver up his arms ; and that his punishment 
*'had been determined, that he should not eat nor drink until he had 
"delivered them up." — {Testimony of David BheOy before the Committee of 
Safety— Journal of the Committee^ " Die Sabbati, 10 ho., A.M., January 
"20th, 1770.") 

* Haines was tried and sentenced, at the White Plains, on the twenty- 
eighth or twenty-ninth of September, when his sentence of starvation 
probably commenced to run. Six, if not seven, days afterwards, he 
petitioned for food, saying "he had not wherewithal to snport himself," 
his Jailers, in the City of New York, doing nothing more than to read his 
Ptlitiovy and to place it on their files, {page 117, ante.) It is not probable 
that his long fast was continued longer than the succeeding midnight. 
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the AsiUy man-of-war, then lying in the stream.^ 
Captain Vandeput of that ship, treated him kindly ; 
gave him an order for some oars ; and evidently found 
a way to restore him to his home, in Bye. He was 
there, during the same month, engaged in " getting 
** out a parcel of oars for the man-of-war/' in New 
York,' declaring, at the same time, that he " was 
** determined to have satisfaction on some particular 
"persons,'' evidently in retaliation for the wrongs 
which those persons had inflicted on him.' 

The subsequent career of that unfortunate victim 
of Westch ester-county's "patriotism" would afford 
material for a romance, as it has done that for dis- 
passionate history. During the succeeding Decem- 
ber [1775], in company with " one Palmer " — said 
to have been of Mamaroneck — he loaded the Sloop 
Polly and Anuy which he had recently purchased from 
Isaac Gedney, with Beef, Pork, and other Provisions ; 
and, taking on board three quarter-casks of Madeira 
Wine, a package of Turnips, and other articles, all 
of them for General Howe, and other packages for 
General Buggies, Mr. Willard, and Mrs. Ann Wood, 
together with Isaac G^ney, Bartholomew Haines 
(who was his cousin) Mr. Palmer (who was one of the 
owners of the cargo), and seven other persons, pas- 
sengers, he sailed for Boston. He sailed from New 
York, on a Wednesday, the nineteenth of December, 
nominally for the West Indies, but undoubtedly for 
Boston. It appears, however, that adversity still ac- 
companied him; and, on the following Saturday 
nighty {^December 28, 1776], the Polly and Ann was 
driven ashore, at Squam Beach, on the coast of New 
Jersey, so widely known as the ** graveyard " of the 
mercantile marine of the world. 

The savory reputation of the " wreckers " of that 
treacherous coast, sometimes made more treacherous 
by reason of the false lights displayed by those who 
lived there, will prepare the reader tor the remainder 
of that sad story of adventure and of disaster — the 
vessel does not appear to have gone to pieces ; and 
that and what remained of her cargo, afler the 
"wreckers" had satisfied themselves from it, were 
seized by the local revolutionary Committee of 
Monmouth-county, and sold, not for the benefit of the 
owners of either the vessel or the cargo, but for what- 
ever other purpose the Provincial Congress of New 
Jersey should determine ; while " the Captain, Mas- 
^* ter, and Passengers," or such of them as had not 
already abandoned the scene of their last affliction, 
afler nineteen days had elapsed since the wreck of 

1 Halnei made this statement to one of the guard which subsequently 
conveyed him to New-York, after he had been re-captured, (TeUinumy of 
Major Henderaant before the OommUtee of Safetn ;) and he also made the 
same statement to David Rhea, (7'«s£imofiy of David Rhea^ b^ore the $ame 
OotnmUUe: Journal of the Oommitlee of Safety, "Pie Sabbati, 10 ho., 
"A.M., January 20. 1776.") 

• Examination of Oiibert Budd before the ProviHCial Oongreu— Journal 
of the Provincial Grngreee^ "Die Veneris, 6 ho., P.M., November 3, 
" 1775." 

3 4ffldaril of Philip Pinckneyt November 1, 1775— page 125, post. 



the Sloop, were ordered to be sent, duly guarded, to 
the City of New York, and delivered to the Committee 
of Safety of that Colony. As may be foreseen, God- 
frey Haines was remitted to the tender mercies of 
those from whom he had escaped, in the preceding 
October. * 

Three days after Major Henderson and his prisoners 
reached New York, [January 23, 1776,] " The Com- 
" mittee of Safety took into consideration the case of 
" Godfrey Haines, lately apprehended and sent here 
" by the Committee of Safety of New Jewey ; are of 
" opinion that his many and mischievous machina- 
** tions are so dangerous that he ought to be kept in 
" safe custody and close jail ; and that, by the Res- 
" olutions of the Continental Congress of the second 
" day of January instant,^ they are fully authorized, 
** and that it is their duty to the Country, to have him 
'* confined ; and as the said Godfrey Haines lately 
" broke the Jail of this City, and escaped, when he 
" was confined there, as a prisoner,' and, continuing 
" his evil practices,^ set off to navigate a vessel loaded 
" with Provisions to supply the Ministerial Army and 
•* Navy, at Boston, they conceive it will be very 
" dangerous to keep or convey the said Godfrey 
" Haines to Ulster-county Jail, unless he is fettered 
" or manacled ; therefore 

" Besolyed and pRDEBED, That the said Godfrey 
" Haines be conveyed to Ulster-county Jail, to be 
" there confined in safe and secure custody, in close 
" jail, until the further order of the Continental or 
" Provincial Congress, or of this Committee. And 

"Ordered, That the said Godfrey Haines be sent, 
" manacled or fettered, under guard, to Ulster-county 
"Jail; and that Colonel McDougal be requented to 
" procure an Officer, with a proper Guard of the 
** Militia or Minute-men of this City, to guard the 
" said prisoner and the other prisoners heretofore 
" ordered to jail, to Kingston, in Ulster-county."® At 
the same time, a letter was written to the UNter- 
county Committee, "praying" that body ** that very 
" particular directions for keeping him in safe cus- 
*• tody, to prevent his escape, be given as to Haines, 



4 This statement is based on the Affidavit of James Webb, one of the 
passengers; on the Proceedings of the Committee of BafHy ofNew-Jeretfy, 
*with reepeit to those Prisoners ; ^^ on the Suppfemenlanf statemetU of 
James Webb; on the Testimony vf Daetd Rhea; and on the BtatemenU of 
Major Thonuts Henderson of the Monmouth-county MimUe men, who Con- 
veyed the prisoners to New York. 

•The reader will not fail to obi«erve that the Committee carefully con- 
cealed the notable enactment of the Provincial Cungress, of the first of 
the preceding September, (rvi« pa^es 111-113, anU.) 

•The Committee made no mention of the fact that he had, then, been 
k?pt without food or water, a fUIl week ; and that, since his prayer for 
food had been disregarded by the Provincial Congress, he was compelled 
either to force his way out of the prison or to starve, (ride page 118, 
ante.) 

'The only "evil practises" for which he had been condemned wer* 
"denying the authority and speaking contemptuously of the Congn^sses 
"and the Committee of Weetcheeter-oounty "—Eunice Pnrdy had 
made other charges against him, which, however, had evidently been 
dismissed by the County Committee, {vide page 116, ante.) 

• JoKrmil of the OommiUee of Safety, "Die Martis, 3 ho., P.M., 23nl 
" Jau'y, 1776." 
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" as he formerly broke the Jail, in this City, and made 
" his escape ; " and, at the same time, directing that 
Committee to "appoint some person whom you shall 
" think proper, to supply them with the necessaries of 
" life, at their own expense, if they can pay for them ; 
" and if they cannot, at the public expense." ^ Agree- 
ably to that prayer, a special Guard of Grenadiers was 
placed over Godfrey and his two fellow-prisoners ; 
and the Committee, in Kingston, said, " they will be 
" safe, we think." * 

The subsequent career of Grodfrey Haines, as far as 
it is known, can be told in few words — ^the severity of 
the treatment which' he had received and which he 
continued to receive broke down his health ; and the 
Committee of Ulster-county was applied to, to permit 
him to be removed from his close confinement and to 
have " the liberty of the house," until he should have 
recovered his health and strength. Permission was 
accordingly given for his liberation from his manacles 
and his close imprisonment; and, very evidently, the 
sympathy of those who held him in custody was 
turned toward him far enough to permit him to escape.' 
We have found nothing further concerning him. 

There were other arrests in Westch ester-county 
similar to that of Godfrey Haines, one of which, that 
of Elijah Weeks, was followed by an attempt to rescue 
him, by an armed force, among the latter of whom 
were Isaac Gedney, Junior/ William Nelson,^ Joshua 
Boyea, Joshua Ferris,^ Bartholomew Haines,^ Elijah 
Haines, William Haines, and John Haines, the per- 
sons who made the arrest having been Job Haddon, 
of Harrison Precinct, Benjamin Morrell, of New 
York, and Isaac Sniffen, of Bye-neck.^ 

- - — - - — ■ — ■ ^ 

'^ Letter from the OommUleeof St^ety to tite Committee of UUter-eountg 
"In (}ommittk£ or Safety, New-Yokk, 23nl Jany, 1776." 

* Letter from the UMercountg Commitlee to the Committee of Safet^t, 
"KiNOBTON, January 27th, 1776." 

s WUfiam EUworth^ Chairman of the Uleter-countif Committee, to the 
Provincial Congreee, " KiNOfiTON, May 22, 1776 ; " Journal of the Proein 
cial Congreu, **Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., May 25, 1776." 

4 lauac Oldoey, probably the same person, viaited (Governor Tryon, on 
the Dwiheae of Gordon, a few montha afterwards, {Ejeaminaiion of WU- 
Uam Sutton before the Weetcheater-oownty Committee, July 23, 1776.) 

<^ William Nelson was one of thoee who, in the following year, " were 
"supposed to have gone to the Britiah Army," {List of Sundry P^reona, 
Inhabitants of CortkmdCa Manors etc. : Historical Manuscripts, etc. : Mis. 
cellaneous Papers, xxxvi., 594). 

> Joshua Forris, a son of Caleb Ferris, was one of those who went on 
board the Phomir, when that ship went up the Hudson, in July, 1776, 
{Examination of Joshua Ferris : Historical Manuscripts, etc. : MiscdlaneoUg 
Papers, xxxv., 69, 85.) He, or another person bearing the same name, 
was a prisoner, in the Jail at the White Plains, in September, 1776,at which 
time he petitioned the Provincinl CongrtMs "that His Irons may be 
" taken off as he oannott poeibly Shift Himself or get clear of the Yer- 
" min, with which ho is Greatly Infected to the great disturbance of his 
" uufurtunate fellow prisoners," {Historical Manuscripts etc : Petitions, 
xxxiii., 82.) 

7 Bartholomew Haines, a cousin of Godfrey Haines, was one of those 
who were reported to the Provincial Congress, as obnoxious to the rero- 
lutiouary fuctiun in W^eetchester-county, {page IH, ante;) and he was, 
also, one of thoee who were arrested and thrown into the Jail,] at 
the White Plains, in the Summer of 1776, {Historical MtmuscripU, etc. : 
PetUiouM, xxxiii., 108.) 

8 Letter from tite Sub-eommittee of the Committee qf Westchester^oountif 
to the Provincial Congress, *' White Plains, November 1, 1775." 



Among those who were, also, arrested and thrown 
into prison, by the Committee of Westchester-county, 
under the provisions of the enactment of the Pro- 
vincial Congress which is now under consideration, 
were Joshua Purdy, Caleb Morgan, John McCord, 
Gilbert Horton, Josiah Brown, Edmund Ward, 
Samuel Merrit, Philip Fowler, Gabriel Purdy, Wil- 
liam Barker, Junior, John Besley, Isaac Brown, Bar- 
tholomew Haines, Joseph Purdy, and Jonathan 
Purdy ; and, as an evidence of the wide- spread ruin 
which was inflicted on the inhabitants of the 
County, by the sequestrations of the real and personal 
estates of those who were " suspected " of being op- 
p«)sed to the Rebellion, there were sequestrated in the 
single Town of Salem, prior to the sixth of December, 
1776, the properties of Ephraim Sanford, Thomas 
Smith, Benjamin Close, Gilbert Hunt, Samuel Bax- 
ter, Abraham Close, Job Keeler, Jonathan Wallace, 
Ezra Morehouse, Jacob Wkllace, Samuel Wallace, 
Nathaniel Palmer, Nathan Osbom, Abraham Dan, 
Edward Jones, and George Butson.* 

It was a reasonable consequence, under the exist- 
ing circumstances, that questions should be raised, 
concerning the legitimacy of any such authority as 
the Provincial Congress had created, in these enact- 
ments, and delegated to the several local Committees, 
none of which were recognized by the Law of the 
land and all of which were antagonistic to those 
Laws. It was a short-sighted policy, also, even 
among those who were in rebellion, which inflicted 
penalties, especially such penalties as these, on those 
persons who continued, peacefully, on their respec- 
tive farms, quietly pursuing their daily labors, hon- 
estly respecting the Laws of the country, and con- 
sistently recognizing and honoring the Sovereignty 
of the King, whom even those who were in rebellion 
quite as fully recognized, as their undoubted Sove- 
reign ; and these, for no other reason than for disre- 
spectful words, concerning the several Committees 
and Congresses, and for the utterance of questions 
concerning their respective authorities. It was a 
reasonable consequence, under existing circumstances, 
we repeat, that quiet men should become excited and 
excitable men angry, and that all should become 
alarmed and indignant, when a mere handful of their 
neighbors, without their *' consent " and without the 
slightest warrant of Law and without the slightest 
necessity, usurped and maintained such unheard-of 
authority as was created in these enactments ; and it 
was equally reasonable, under the circumstances 
which then existed, that there should be neighborly 
consultations and neighborhood organizations, as well 
as personal efforts, for the support and protection of 

• The names of those who were arrested and imprisoned, which are 
named in the text, were copied from a single Petition for relief, {Historical 
Manuscripts, etc. : Petitions, xxxiii., 108) ; but there were many others. 
The names of.thoee farraera, in Salem, whose Farms, Stock, Tools, Cnipa, 
Household Furniture, etc., were thus seized and sold, were taken from 
the same Historical Manuscripts, etc. : Mtscellaneous Piters, xxxv. 
307, in which the properties are mentioned, in detail. 
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the personal and domestic and political Rights 
which those farmers indisputably possessed, under 
the Constitution and the Laws of the Kingdom— they 
would have been unworthy of their manhood and 
of their families, of their homes and of their Eights, 
had they failed to become excited and alarmed, to 
have armed and organized and fought, for themselves 
and their wives and their little ones, for their homes 
and their properties and their Rights, whenever and 
by whomsoever and under whatever pretence of ill- 
gotten authority, these might have been assailed. 
It was a mistake, as well as a crime, therefore, to as- 
sume authority for the arrest and imprisonment of 
men and for the sequestration of their properties and 
the impoverishment of the aged and of the dependent 
and helpless, without a shadow of legal authority and 
in audacious defiance of it ; without a shadow of ex- 
isting necessity, even from the standpoint of the Re- 
bellion, for the enactment of such extreme measures; 
and with a reasonable assurance that a manly self- 
respect among those who were proscribed, would be 
surely aroused, not only for their own and their fam- 
ilies' protection, but, as far as they could do it, 
for the suppression of that haughty lawlessness 
which had presumed to create and to enforce so grave 
an enactment of despotism. It was loudly declared 
to have been the most ardent wish of even the most 
advanced advocate of rebellion, to have secured a 
reconciliation with the Mother Country and a restor- 
ation of harmony and good-will among the adverse 
parties throughout the several Colonies : ^ how much 
more of wisdom there would have been displayed 
among those who had seized the reins of government, 
therefore, had they practised their hands in the work 
of reconciliation and harmony and goodwill among 
their neighbors, instead of driving the staid and the 
quiet and the conscientious and the law-abiding, 
among the latter, into active and bitter partisanship, 
and of spreading alarm and strife and misery and 
ruin over the entire County. There might have been 
fewer transformations of moral and intellectual pig- 
mies into potent political giants — there might have 
been a smaller number of fortunes rapidly and largely 
increased from the plunder of neighboring better- 
provided-for households and farmyards — but there 
would have been, also, fewer outrages against the 
Laws of both man and of God; less occasion for bit- 
terness among the descendants of those who were, 
then, neighbors in locality, if not in fact; and very 
much less for the faithful historian to condemn and 
to denounce, while reciting the annals of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, as that Revolution was developed 



1 '*Tbe thought that wo might bo <lriven to tho mu\ iioccwnity of break- 
*' ing our coiintM^tiun with tirunt Britjiin, exchittivf! of tho ciirnage und 
** deRtruction, which it was v»y to wo must attend the aeparation, always 
** g»ve AM a great deal of grief. And even now, I would cheerfully re- 
**tire from public life, forever, renounce all chance for honorH or 
"profits from the public, nay, I would ohetTfully contribute my little 
'* pr»>perty, to obtain peai-e and in»erty."-—( J'>/m Atlimii t> hin n"//V, '• 7 
••October, 1775.") 
11 



and seen in the agricultural and prosperous and 
peaceful County of Westchester, in New York. But 
the end of such outrages had not yet come. 

Wiule the excitement occasioned by the enact- 
ments of the Provincial Congress, authorizing local 
Committees to seize and imprison and disarm and 
deprive of their estates those who should become 
obnoxious to those local demagogues and against 
whom, by fair means or by foul, an accusation of un- 
friendly thoughts or words against the Rebellion 
could possibly be trumped up, was at its height, and 
while some of the inhabitants of the County were 
already suffering from imprisonment, attended by 
the most distressing circumstances, under the provis- 
ions of those enactments, the Committee of Safety, 
whom the Provincial Congress had left on duty, with 
a limited authority, during a brief recess of the lat- 
ter body, still further aroused the excitement and the 
indignation of the greater number of the Colonists in 
New York, of nearly all of those within Westches- 
ter-county, by the publication of the following Reso- 
lution and Orders : 

" In Committee of Safety, 
" For the Colony of New York, 

"September 16th, 1776. 

*" Whereas, a great number of the men enlisted in 
*' the Continental Service, in this Colony, are desti- 
" tutc of Arms, and in order to carry into execution 
" the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, it is 
^* absolutely necessary to have those troops armed : 
"And whereas, every method to hire or purchase 
"Arms, hitherto attempted, has failed to procure a 
" sufficient number gf Arras for the said troops, and 
" the only method remaining is to impress Arms for 
" their use, 

" Resolved, therefore. That all such Arms as are 
" fit for the use of the troops raised in this Colony, 
" which shall be found in the hands or custody of any 
" person who has not signed the Getieral Association 
" in this Colony, shall be impressed for the use of the 
'* said troops. And 

" Ordered, That the person or persons who shall 
" have the charge of the carrying this Resolution into 
" execution, in each County, shall direct all the Arms 
"that shall be so impressed, to be collected at some 
" place in the County where they are impressed, and 
" there valued and appraised by three indifferent men 
" of reputation of the County, any two of whom 
" agreeing, shall be sufficient to ascertain the price ; 
" that an account be kept from whom every Musket, 
"Gun, or Firelock, so impressed, shall have been 
" taken ; and each such Gun, Musket, or Firelock 
"caused to be marked with the initial letter of the 
"name of the County where it is impressed and uum- 
" bered, the numbers following each other, succes- 
" sively ; and that the same be entered in a book pro- 
" vided for that purpose, with the name of the owner 
"opposite to the number marked on each Musket, 
Gun, or Firelock, respectively. And 
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^' Ordered, That a Certificate, specifying the value 
'* and the mark of the Musket, Gun, or Firelock so 
" impressed, appraised, and marked, shall be signed 
*' by the Appraisers and Impressers, which shall enti- 
** tie the owner thereof to receive the appraised value 
"from the Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of 
" this Colony : Provided the same be not returned at 
" or before the conclusion of the present unhappy 
" controversy between Great Britain and the united 
'* Colonies. And that an account, signed by the said 
" Appraisers and Impressers, of all such Muskets, 
" Guns, and Firelocks, so impressed, shall be sent, 
*' forthwith, to the Secretaries of the Provincial Con- 
" gress, or either of them, to be filed. And that all 
*' the Muskets, Guns, and Firelocks so impressed, on 
" Nassau Island,^ be delivered, without delay, to Peter 
" T. Curtenius, the Commissary of the Provincial 
" Congress of this Colony ; and those that shall be im- 
" pressed in the other Counties of this Colony, to be 
" deposited with their respective Committees, subject 
" to the order of the said Provincial Congress or Com- 
"mittee of Safety. And 

" Ordered, That the Captains of the respective 
" Companies of the Third Begiment of the troops of 
"this Colony, who are now in Suffolk-county, be 
" authorized to carry these Resolutions into execu- 
" tion in Queens-county. That Colonel Lasher ^ be 
"requested to send two or more Companies of his 
" Battalion, to give such assistance in Queens-county 
" as may be necessary, at such time and to such place 
" or places as Colonel McDougal and John Sloss Ho- 
" hart, Esq., shall direct or advise. And 

" Ordered farther, That the Chairman of the 
" Committee and Captain Dutcher,' with such drafts 
" from the Militia as he shall think necessary, or with 
" the assistance of some of General Wooster's troops,* 
" be enabled to carry the said Resolutions into eifect, 
" in Westchester-county. And that these Resolutions 
" be carried into execution, in every other County, by 
" the Chairman of the County Committee, with the 
" assistance of the Militia Officers, who are hereby 
" ordered to be aiding therein with such parts of the 
" Militia as each such Chairman shall think necessary. 
"And 

" Ordered, That the several persons who shall be 
" disarmed by virtue of the above Resolutions, shall 
" be exempted from doing duty in the Militia, as or- 
"dered by the Provincial Congress of this Colony. 
" And farther 

" Ordered, That in case any of the non-associators 
" aforesaid shall resist those persons authorized to 



1 Long Island was continued to be called "Nassau Island/' long after 
1775. 

2 John lAsher was Colonel of First Regiment of New York City (uni- 
formed) Militia. 

3 William Butcher, of what is now Inrington, was Captain of " the 
*' Associated Company of the upper part of Philipeeburgh," {ride page 106 
ante.) 

* General Wooster waa encamped near Harlem, on Manhattan Island, 
with a large body of troops, brought thither from Connecticut. 



" put these Resolutions into execution, they (the per- 
"sons hereby authorized to put in execution the 
" above Resolves) are hereby authorized to repel 
" force by force, and to take into custody such per- 
" son or persons so resisting, and cause him or them 
•* to be brought before this Committee or the Provin- 
" cial Congress of this Colony." * 

The real purpose of the Committee of Safety, in the 
adoption and publication of this Resolution and of 
these several Orders, was the entire disarmament of 
every one who, for any reason, had neglected or de- 
clined to sign the General Association ; and, for that 
reason, every class of fire-arms, whether adapted to 
the uses of the Army or not, wa8 included, in every 
instance, in the Orders wherein the Arms to be 
seized were specifically described. It will be seen, 
also, that the Counties of Queens and Westchester 
were especially noticed ; and that they, alone, were 
selected for details of foreign troops, for the enforce- 
ment, within each of them, respectively, of the ut- 
most requirements of the Committee's Orders — be- 
sides the local Militia, in each of the two Counties, 
thus honored by the Committee of Safety's malignant 
animosity, a large additional force of troops, from 
beyond the boundaries of the County, in each 
instance, was placed at the disposal of those who 
were sent, within those Counties, respectively, for 
the " impressment " of the Arms, in order to ensure 
the most complete success of the enterprise. 

It must have been peculiarly galling, among those 
who had been accustomed to hear of the " Rights of jk 
" Man " and of the " Constitutional Rights of English- 
"men " and all the other catchwords and maxims in 
the science of government — ^generally true, in theory, 
although, practically, they had been seized and em- 
ployed by demagogues, in those instances, only for the 
advancement of personal and partisan ends — when a 
military force, no matter by whom commanded nor 
of what troops it was composed, was moved from farm- 
house to farmhouse, failing to call only on those who 
were in favor with the Chairman of a County Com- 
mittee, for the seizure of whatever " Muskets, Guns, 
" and Firelocks ** the occupants of those several 
farmhouses owned or had in their possession. Not 
an exception was made, no matter what reason there 
might have been for such an exception ; and every- 
thing which had a gun-lock on it, whether usefiil or 
useless for military purposes — ^whether a young man's 
fowling-piece, with which he was wont to have a few 
hours' sport, when squirrels and robins abounded, or 
to have more serious work, when foxes and more 
formidable marauders poached in the poultry-yards 
or in the sheep-pastures ; or an old man's worn-out 
musket, a trusty friend in earlier Wars and, now, 
only a remembrancer of other days and other hard- 
ships — everything was doomed, by that new-formed 



K Journal of the CmnmiUee of Safet^^ '* Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Septem- 
" her 16th, 1775." 
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power, to seizure and, practically, to forfeiture. There 
was grave reason for increased discontent and excite- 
ment. There was ample reason, under the circum- 
stances which then existed, for obstructing the execu- 
tion of the Committee's Orders — indeed, there was 
greater reason for concealing the objects which the 
military force was expected to seize and " impress," 
under the provisions of these Orders, than there had 
been for the concealment of the Bay Colony's military 
stores, at Concord, when Lieutenant-colonel Smith 
and Major Pitcaim were sent to seize them, and for 
resisting the aggression of the Committee, than there 
had been for the punishment of the invader, in that 
instance, after his work had been finished, on the 
highway, between Concord and Charlestown.^ 

It is said that, in Queens-county, "the people 
*' conceal all their Arms that are of any value ; many 
"declare they know nothing about the Congress, 
** nor do they care anything for the Orders of the 
" Congress, and say that they would sooner lose their 
" lives than give up their Arms ; and that they would 
'^ blow any man's brains out, who should attempt to 
" take them from them. We are told," the writer 
continued, **that the people have been collecting 
" together, and parading, in sundry places, armed, 
'* and firing their Muskets, by way of bravado. On 
" the whole, had we the Battalion " ILasher^i] ** we 
" believe we should be able to collect a very consider- 
" able number of good Arms and support the honour of 
" Congress ; but without it, shall not — and think that 
" if the Battalion is sent up, the sooner the better." * 

There are no known records of the doings of Gil- 
bert Drake and Captain William Dutcher, in their 
tours of pillage, among the conservative and 
peaceful farmers of Westchester-county ; but there 
appears, from a brief mention which has been made, 



1 Doctor Sparkfl notic«d thhi outrage, in these words : ** The Coniniittee 
** raaaoned bat imperfectly from the facta of history and the priociplee of 
" httmaD natnre, when they supposed that people, with arms in their 
'* hands, would be tempted to reiiigD them, by such motives as were held 
" oat. They must either be treated as friends or enemies. If friends, 
**their safety and interest required that the soldiers who were to pro- 
*' tect their property and defend their rights should be armed ; and the 
** call of patriotism would be the loudest that could l>e made to them. 
'* While deaf to this call, they would not be made to listen to the Orders 
*' of a Committee or the BesoWee of a Congress. If enemies, the sense 
" of present danger, operating on the first law of nature, would prompt 
** them to keep within their power, their only sure means uf defence. 
" In either case, the Idea of taking away their amis, by a compulsory 
"impressment, had little to recommend it, either In policy or prudence.'' 
— (L{f« of Qouventeur Morrity i., 63.) 

The Doctor reasoned, above, on the ground that the Order of the Com- 
mittee was an isolated act, disconnected with any other of the class ; and 
he reasoned well, on that premise ; but the fact was, another Order had 
Just been made, in tecrei^ to seise the persons and properties of those who 
were obnoxious to the Committee and its subordinates ; and It was con- 
sidered necessary, for the safety of the marauders, to deprive the 
secretly proposed victims of that earlier enactment, of their means for 
defence, before it commenced, openly, its work of lawlessness and out- 
rage, on the persons and properties of those who had been or who should, 
thenceforth, be designated as its victims. 

s/Xler from Mcqot WiOiam WUliamg to the Committee of Safety, 
"Jamaica, September 26th, 10 o'clock, P.M." 

Major Williams appears to have been a reddent of Queens-county. 



in other connections, that the men of that County, 
like those of Queens-county, armed themselves, and 
patroled the County, in large parties, to guard against 
surprises ; declaring their determination to defend 
themselves, and saying *' that if any body came to 
" their houses to take away their Anns, they would 
" fire upon them." ' It appears, also, that the declara- 
tion was fully sustained; that the united farmers 
proved more than a match for the local Militia and 
the other troops which the Chairman of the County 
Committee had been authorized to call for his sup- 
port; and that, for the more effectual accomplish- 
ment of his purposes, that Chairman had assumed 
still further authority, by calling on the floating 
population of the neighboring Towns, in Connecticut, 
for reinforcements* — ^as the Chairman of the County 
Committee was authorized by the Committee of 
Safety, to call for the entire Militia of the County, 
already seem to have been sufficient to fill three 
Regiments,^ and as many of General Wooster's com- 
mand of Connecticut troops, then encamped below 
Harlem,' and numbering " about 400 men,'^ '' as 
should be required, that opposition must have been 
wide-spread and resolutely maintained, in West- 
chester-county, which had required, in addition to 
all these, for its suppression, an additional force, 
drawn from what may be properly called the Swiss 
Guards of Colonial America, mercenaries, who, 
while they professed to have been ardent friends ot 
Freedom, were, nevertheless, whenever they could 
see any possible advantage to their individual inter- 
ests, constantly ready to enlist in any service, out- 
side of Connecticut, and to become, in their new 
associations, the most devoted of all supporters of 
despotism and the most relentless of all persecutors 
of those, no matter of what country, who dared to 
question the sanctity of the assumed authority of 
those who employed them. 



3 Teetimony of Cttlonel OUbert Budd of Mamaroneck, btfore the Provincial 
(\>HgreM, — Journal of tfie Provincial Qmgreatt " Die Veneris, 10 ho. A.M., 
«' November 3, 1775," {vide page 126, post.) 

* This conflict between those who were executing the Orders of the 
Committee of Safety, for the disarmament of those who had not signed 
the Amiociaiiitn^ and those, in Westchester-county, who were intended to 
have been the victims of the Committee's aggressive policy, has been 
studiously concealed by all who have written on the subject of the 
American Revolution ; but the Provincial Congress, on the twelfth of 
Decemlier, gave the formal thanks of that body " to those of the In- 
" habitants of the Colony of Connecticut, who so cheerfully gave 
** their aid, at the request of the Committee of Westchester-county, 
" in the late suppression of the Insurgents in that County, against the 
"cause of Lilierty," {Jtmnialof the Pntrincial Cougreu^ "Die Martls, 3 
"ho., P.M., Deer. 12th, 1775,") which is ample authority, for the 
statement, In the text. 

K See pages 105, 106, 107, ante. 

General Wooster and his command were encamped on property 
belonging to Arent Bussing, near Harlem, from the eighteenth of July, 
preceding, (Jounud of Provincial Cougrese^ "Die Martls, 9 ho., A.M., 
"July 18th, 1775"!") 

7 "General Wooster is at Harlem, with about 400 men, which appear 
"to us to beunemploye<l," {letter from the Committee of Safety to Ote Con- 
tmental Congrew, "In Committrk or Safiety for tbb Colony or New 
"York, duriko the recess or the Provincial CoxoRKHt, New-York, 
"Sept. 19, 1775.") 
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It is proper that notice shall be taken, in this con- 
nection, of the fact that the Provincial Congress, on 
the twenty ifourth of October, twenty days after that 
body had returned to its place and to its work and 
thirty-eight days after its Committee of Safety had 
adopted and published the Resolution and Orders, 
"relating to the impressment of Arms," which have 
been thus described and denounced, passed a formal 
Resolution " disapproving" and, therefore, abrogating 
them ; * but the mischief which had necessarily pro- 
ceeded from the adoption and publication and at- 
tempts to execute that Resolution and those Orders, 
could not be undone; the wounds which had been 
inflicted, were too deep to be healed by such an emol- 
lient; and an increased and constantly increasing 
bitterness of feeling, between the conservative and 
the revolutionary portions of the inhabitants, was 
every where seen, scattering its baleful and ruinous 
influence, from one extreme of the County to the 
other. 

The radical changes in the characters and conduct 
of the previously quiet and orderly and industrious 
and prosperous inhabitants of Westchester-county, 
which were produced by the succession of aggressive 
enactments, made and published by the Provincial 
Congress and by its Committee of Safety, may be seen 
in the following letter and in what followed it, while 
that Provincial Congress was in session : 

" White Plains, November 1st, 1775." 
Sir: 

" The Committee of Westchester-county, having 
been called together upon a request of some of their 
body, upon suspicion of a plot being contrived to 
carry off several of the members and some others 
who had shewed themselves zealously attached to 
the Liberties of this country, Mr. Philip Pinkney,^ 
(who had given very full information, to some of the 
Committee, of the plot, and had offered to swear to 
it, provided he was brought by the Committee by 
an appearance of force, and had engaged not to be 
out of the way,) upon being sent for, by some of the 
guard attending the Committee, was not to be 
found ; whereupon some of the Committee, by order 
of the whole, waited upon Mr. Pinkney, who, after 
refusing to come before the Committee, and after a 
great deal of etjui vocation, made the enclosed affi- 
davit, before a Magistrate, which we have reason to 
think is not the whole truth ; for which reasons we 
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» Jmtrwil of Ute JVoPuiotoi Congrc98, "Die Martis, 9 ho., A.M., October 
•24tli, 1776." 

2 There in not the sHi^hteRt inentiuD of thin eyidently tricky Philip, in 
any of the contemporary records with which wo have any acquaintance, 
except in this instance ; and we suspect he was that loyalist, Philip, 
who fled to Nova Scotia, at the close of the War, of whom Bolton made 
mention. He was evidently weli-fltted for a "Cow-boy;" and, very 
probably, he was one. 

Bolton, in his J/wtory of W&ttchealfr-comUi/y (original edition, i., 156, 
1.^6 ; Ote $amf, second edition, i.. 248, ^49.) gave a sketch and pedigree of 
the family. 



refer you to Colonel Budd' and Mr. Gill. Badd 
Horton,* with whom Mr. Pinkney has conversed. 
'^ As we are only a Sub-committee appointed to take 
the examination of Mr. Pinkney and such other 
persons as might be necessary, and to make a Re- 
port of our Proceedings to the Honourable the Pro- 
vincial Congress, we beg leave to request that Mr. 
Pinkney may be sent for and critically examined, 
by the Congress, respecting the above matter, and 
with relation to Oars being made by the request of 
Captain Vandeput ; ^ and, also, that William Davis, 
(who was employed in making the Oars,) and Sarah 
Williams, the wife of Isaac Williams, of Westchester, 
may also be sent for and examined as witnesses, 
respecting them. 

" We also request that Mr. William Lounsberry,' 
Isaac Gedney, Junior, and three hired men who 
work at Justice Sutton's,^ may be sent for, on account 
of what Mr. Pinckney has related, though not sworn 
to, that they, among others, were Minute-men, as he 
called them; that they were to be ready, at a 
moment's warning, to take off some persons who 
were the most obnoxious. 

" We would also request, when the others are sent 
for, that the before-mentioned Isaac Qedney, Junior, 
and William Nelson, Joshua Boyea, Joshua Ferris, 
Bartholomew Hains, Elijah Hains, William Hains, 
and John Hains, be also taken and brought before 
the Honourable Congress, for taking up arms to 
rescue Elijah Weeks, who was brought before the 
Committee upon a charge against him. Upon the 
charge, we would mention the Widow Margaret 
Gedney, of the White Plains, (where they left their 
Arms), Job Haddon, of Harrison Precinct, Benjamin 
Morrell, of New- York, and Isaac Snifien, of Rye- 
Neck, as witnesses. ® 
" For evidence to the other charges, we beg leave to 



3 Gilbert Budd of Mamaroneck, was Lieutenant-colonel of the Second 
Regiment of Westchester-county Militia, {Uutorieal Manutcr^ftt^ etc.: 
MilUitry Uftunu, xxvi., Vi—pttgasUfJ^ 108, ante.) 

Bolton, in his Hinlf/rg of WeUchetter-countyf (original edition, ii., 80, 
81, 609 ; Ute tamef second edition, 197, 715, 716,) gave an account of his 
family. 

* Gil. Badd Horton, of Mamaroneck, was the only representative of 
that Town, in the County Committee of 1770-7, (Huitorical Matnucripts^ 
etc: MiiiceUaneous I\iper», xxxviii., 300.) He was captured and carried 
away, by the Boyal troops or by the local loyaiistB, in 1777, {UiMorieal 
ManuMTipUt, etc. : PetiUow^ xxxiii., 710.) 

fi Captain Vandeput commanded the Atia^ man-of-war, than at New 
York. Concerning the making of those Oan, vide pace 119, ante. 

^ Sec imge 126, post. 

7 "Justice Sutton " was the "William Sutton, Esq.'' who was one of 
the signefHof the call for the Meeting at the White Plains in April, 1775, 
as well as one who signed the Declaration and Proleat^ at the same place, 
against the proceedings of that Meeting, {videpagea 70, 72, ante.) He was 
one of the King's Justices of the Peace ; and one of those who were 
reported to the Committee on Conspiracies, in June, 1776, and ordered to 
be arrested, {Huitorical Manuacript*^ etc. : Muxdlaneoug Papert^ xxx., 
166.) He was summoned to appear before the Committee, (/Md, xxxv., 
485 ;) and his examination, before the County Committee, on the 
twonty-third of July, 1776, indicated the temper of that body against the 
De Ijanceys, and all who were connected with that family, either by 
kinship or in politics, {Ibid, xxxiv., 531, 605, 537, 536.) 

8 See page 120, ante. 
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refer you to Cfolonel Budd and Mr. Gill. Budd 
Horton. 

" We would not have troubled the Congress about 
apprehending the above-named persons, but that 
we look upon ourselves, at present, too weak to do 
it, without great danger ; ^ and we beg leave to sub- 
mit it, whether it b# not necessary, for the security 
of many amongst us, as well as to prevent Provisions 
being conveyed to the Ministerial Army, that a 
Guard be placed along the Sound, in this County. 
" We are, Sir, 

" Your most humble servants, 
" Jonathan G. Tompkins, * 
" Thomas Thomas, ' 
*' Jesse Hunt, * 
" MiOAH Townsend, ^ 
" Anthony Miller. ® 



"To Nathaniel Woodhull, President 
"of the Provincial Congress in New- York." 

The Affidavit referred to in this letter was as follows : 

" Westchester County, ss. 

"Personally appeared before me, James Horton, 
" Junior, one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
" in and for said County, ' Philip Pinkney, of ftill age, 
" who deposeth and saith, that on Wednesday, the 
" twenty -fifth day instant,^ being in company, he 
" heard one say that Grodfrey Haines was determined 
" to have satisfaction on some particular persons/ and 
"that there was a tender expected, to take them off, 
" instantly; and that this Deponent was asked if he 
" would assist in taking off Judge Thomas,^^ private- 
" ly ; and that they were determined to have him, if 
" possible " ; and that there was a person to be in a 



^ The pany taction which, with the aid of the military power, wtu ox- 
eroMng tnA a terrible authority, in Wettcheeter-oonnty, here confewed 
its weaknen, when niimipported by that power. 

*8ee page 106, aote. 

'See page 107, ante. 

4 JeiMe Hunt waa Sheriff of Weetehester-coiinty, 1781-1785. 

6 MIcah TownMDd was a member of the County Committee of 177&-'6, 
and its Secretary ; he waa one of the Minnte-roen, at White Plulnii, in 
February, 1776 ; and he waa In command of a Comjiany, lu the fdllow- 
ing Siunmer. He eridently left Weetcheeter-connty, soon afterwanln, as 
he was in the A«wmbly of the State, in 1779-*80, representing Cumber- 
land-county. 

^ Anthony Miller was Second Lieutenant of the SoarBdoIe and White 
Plains Company of Militia, in 1775, and Captain of the same Company, 
in 1770. 

T James Horton, Junior, was proscribed as a Tory, and ordered to be 
arrested in June, 1776, {Hi$lorieal Mttnutcript -, etc. : MUcellaneout Papert^ 
XXX., 156.) 

8 This date was, evidently, a clerical error. It was, undoubtedly, in- 
tended for " the twenty-fifth ultimo^'* October 25, 1776. 

* Of Godfrey Haines, his grievances, and his threats, see pages 115-120, 
ante, 

10 '* Jadge Thomas '* was Hon. John Thomas, County Judge of Wost- 
chester-county, 1755-1777, and Member of the General Ancmbly of the 
Colony, representing the county of Westchester, l743-'75, in which latter 
ci^iacity the reader has already been made acquainted with him. 

11 Although the project of carrying Judge Thomas away fh>m his home, 
in 1775, if such a project was really entertained, was nut carried out ; a 
similar project, in 1777, was successful ; and he was carried to New York, 
as Haines had been, and thrown into prison, in that City, as Haines had 
been, {vidtpagM 116, 117, <mt€^) and died there. 



" particular place, to receive him from those that took 
" him. 

" Philip Pinckney. 
" Taken and sworn before me this 
" first day of November, 1775, 

" JAME8 Horton, Junr. " " 

The Provincial Congress received the letter and the 
affidavit, and placed them on file, without taking any 
other action which was recorded on its Journal^ than 
the making of an Order that Colonel Budd and Gil. 
Budd Horton, who had evidently taken those papers 
to the Congress, should attend that body, at Rve 
o'clock, on the same afternoon." At the appointed 
hour, those gentlemen made their appearance before 
the door of the Assembly Chamber, in the City Hall, 
in which the Congress was assembled in secret Ses- 
sion; and when they were admitted into the Cham- 
ber, they were duly examined — the testimony of Gil. 
Budd Horton, however, was evidently so entirely use- 
less that it was not reduced to writing, and, conse- 
quently, no portion of it was entered on the Journal 
of the Provincial Congrens. The testimony of Colonel 
Gilbert Budd, as it appears on that Journal,^* is in 
theifje words : 

"Col. Gilbert Budd and Gilbudd Horton, from 
** Westchester County, attending according to order, 
"were called in, and examined ; and the examination 
"of Gilbert Budd was taken in writing, and filed, and 
" is as follows, to wit : 

" Gilbert Budd, of Mamaroneck, says that the tories 
"are getting the upper hand of and threaten them, 
"daily, and have injured their private property, by 
" throwing down stone fences and cropping his horses* 
"tails and manes; that Philip Pinckney told him, 
" last Sunday, that he was in company, on the twenty- 
" fifth of October last, with a man who told him that 
"there would be bad times in Mamaroneck, before 
"long; and said that some of the people of 
"the place would be taken off; that he, Pinck- 
" ney, asked the man that told him, how they were to 
" be t«ken off; he answered, that they expected a ten- 
" der, in the harbour, in a few days ; and that she 
" would send barges on shore, in order to carry the 
"people off; that he, Pinckney, further asked the 
" man, where they were to be carried to, and he an- 
"swercd, 'To Gage/ Mr. Budd told Pinckney that 
"Gage was not there; he answered, *To Gage's 
" *Army ; ' that Pinckney said he asked the man, who 
" the men were that were to be taken off; that the 



i>Thc entire prostration of the Colonial GoTcmment, in New York, 
and its entire helplessuesB to prottH't the Coloultftri from the outragcH to 
which thoy were subjected by t)u> promoters of the llclM>llion, is nowhere 
more clearly loon tliun in thishppfMininco of one of those who were in 
rebellion, before one of the King's Justices of the I*(>ace, to make an ofll- 
cial affldaTit concerning a plot to carry away fn>ro his homo, one of the 
leaden in that Rebellion, by those who were not in rebellion. 

i< JoHTjuil of the IVovincial CongreMy "Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.H., No- 
">ember3d. 1775." 

^*Jovmal of the Provimcial Congrem^ " Die Veneris, 5 ho., P.M., Novem- 
" bor 3, 1775." 
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" man intimated to him that Mr. Gilbert Budd" [the 
untnesa] " and Mr. Samuel Townsend * were the men 
" that were to be taken off; and that there wafl another 
^' that they would have, at all events ; that Pinckney 
" told Budd that he asked the man, who the other 
** man was that was to be taken off; that the man an- 
*^ swered him that Judge Thomas was the man, who 
" they would have if it cost them the lives of fifty 
*' men ; that Pinckney told the said Mr. Budd that 
'' there was a number of his, Budd's, neighbours, who 
** stood ready to assist the tender, in order to take 
"them; that Mr Budd asked Pinckney if he knew 
" who those neighbours were ; he answered that one 
" of them was William Lounsberry '^ and one, Isaac 
"Gedney, Junr., and all Sutton's men, alluding to 
"some hired servants of Sutton's;' that Pinckney 
" said he came as a friend, and advised Mr. Budd to 
" keep out of the way, for that he did not think it safe 
" for him to sleep in his house, one night. Mr. Budd 
" further says that he heard that Godfrey Haines said 
" that he was going to get a parcel of Oars made for 
" the man of war ; that Haines came to Mamaroneck, 
" and that the next day, Isaac Gedney set about mak- 
" ing Oars ; that they were making (as Budd under- 
" stood) by Haines's order, for Capt. Vandeput. Mr. 
" Budd says the tories are equipped, and constantly 
" in arms, walking about, at night, 6, 8, and 10 at a 
"time. Mr. Budd further says that it is reported that 
"those tories say they are determined to defend them- 
" selves ; and that if any body came to their houses to 
"take away their Arms, they would fire upon them." 
The Congress appears to have been in one of its 
temperate moods when that delegation from the 
chivalry of Colonial Westchester-county, bearing the 
missive from the Committee of that County and its 
kindred Affidavit, approached its doors ; and for that 
reason, unless it was because of the shallowness of the 
several accusations and requests which were in the 
papers or of the poltroonery of those who bore them 
the Congress did no more than to order the letter and 
affidavit and examination to be filed ; to charge all 
who knew of " this matter," " to keep the whole of it 
" a secret;" and to transmit a letter to the Committee of 
Westchester-county — the latter, the most noteworthy 



1 Samuel Townsend reproflented the Town of Rye, in the Gonnty Com- 
mittee of l77<>-'7. 

s On the twenty-ninth of Aufcuat, 1776, "one LonnBberry of Weetcfaeiiter 
'* County who had headed a ])arty of about 14 Tories waa killed by a Per- 
" son nanied Flood on his refusal to surrender himself Prisoner ; That in 
*' his Pocket Itook was found a Connnimion signed by Genl. How to 
" Major Rogers empowering him to raise a Battalion of Rangers with the 
" Rank of Lieut Col Commandant. That annexed to this waa a Warrant 
" to this Lounsberry signed by Major Rogera appointing him Captain in 
" one of these Companies <& a Muster Roll uf the men already enlisted/' 
{IjcUer fnnn the ConvmitUe of Sttfety to Genertd Wanhim/Von^ "In Commit- 
" TEK OF Sakktv, Hablem, Augt 30th, 1776.") 

Veiy probably, the William Lounsberry who is mentioned in the text 
was the same Lounsberry who had accepted a Commission from M^jor 
Rogers, and was killed, in August, 1776, as stated in the letter. 

s The Sutton referred to was William Sutton, Esq., living on De Lan- 
cey 'a Neck, of which he was the tenant, {vide page 124, ante.) 



of all that it did, in " this matter " — of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy : 

" In Provincial Congkess, 
" At New- York, November 3rd, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : 

" We received a letter of the Ist Inst., from the 
"Sub-committee of your County, relative to the 
"conduct of the people of Rye; and the Congress 
"have directed me to recommend to your Com- 
"mittee to make an immediate and strict inquiry 
"into the matters to which the letter refers, and 
"to take the examinations on oath of the wit- 
" nesses ; and if you find satisfactory reasons to sup- 
" pose the persons threatened to be in danger, that 
"you take the proper means to protect them ; perhaps 
"the bindiog over to the peace such persons as may 
" be strongly suspected of a design to injure the per- 
" sons or estates of those gentlemen, may be a useful 
" expedient.^ If anything afterwards shall be thought 
" necessary to be done, for their further protection, 
" the Committee will attend to it. If you should 
" find the County unable to give the necessary pro- 
" tection, you will transmit the examinations to us, 
" that the Congress may take such order therein, as 
" may be proper. The Committee may rest assured 
"that this Congress will support the Mends of 
" Liberty, to the utmost of their power. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants, 
" By order of the Provincial Congress, 

" Abraham Yates, Jr., iVe»7. 
" To Gilbert Drake, Esq., Chairman 

" of the Committee of Westchesfer-county." ^ 

The suggestion which was made in this letter, that 
those of the revolutionary faction, in Westchester- 
county, whose safety was imperiled by the threats of 
their conservative and law-abiding neighbors, should 
go before the King's Magistrates and ask that the 
latter should be put under bonds to keep the peace 
towards the former, was received with disfavor by 
Isaac Sears, of New York, and Melancton Smith, of 
Duchess-county, and Doctor Lewis Graham and John 
Thomas, Junior — the latter a son of one of those who 
had been threatened with removal from the County — 
and an attempt was made by them to strike out from 
the letter that portion "which refers them " [the 
Committee of Westchester-county'] " to the Civil Magis- 
"trate;'' but the Congress declined to make the 

* This remarkable suggestion, that those, in Westchester-county, who 
were in rebellion, and who were threatened with arrest by tboae of 
their neigh bora who were not in reballion, should go before the King's 
Justices of the Peace, and ask that those loyal inhabitants who were 
inclined to support the Homo and Colonial GoTemroents and the Laws 
and to arrest those who were In rebellion, shtmld be put under lumdt to 
preserve the peace touKxrd the latter^ will be duly appreciated by the reader. 
Whatever the County Committee of Westchester-county may have 
thought of it, it will be evident to the reader that the Provincial Con- 
gress, when it wrote to that Committee and made that suggestion, was 
not inclined to regard the men of Westchester-county who were in 
rebellion as entitled to very much of its respect and sympathy. 

^ Journal of the Proviucial Cougreu, " Die Veneris, 5 bo., P.M., Novem- 
" her 3, 1776." 
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solicited change, only the four gentlemen already 
mentioned having arisen in favor of it. The letter 
was transmitted to the Westchester-cuunty Committee ; 
and nothing more was heard on the subjects referred 
to ; and the Committee itself, thenceforth, gradually 
disappeared from the notice of the world. 

The Provincial Congress had continued in session, 
closely withdrawn from the sight of its constituents, 
until the eighth of July,^ when it had taken a fort- 
night's rest, during which period a ''Committee of 
"Safety " was left on duty, with large authority, to ad- 
minister the affairs of the new organization.'' On the 
twenty-sixth of July, it had resumed its work, con- 
tinuing it without interruption, until the second of 
September, when it had adjourned for a raonth,'^ during 
which period, a "Committee of Safety" had again 
administered the affairs of the new organization.^ 
On the fourth of October, it had re-assembled, and re- 
sumed its work, continuing it until the fourth of No- 
vember, when it adjourned, or was dissolved, without 
day.* 

The dissolution of the first Provincial Congress, 
which occurred at about the close of the first half- 
year of the entire and, as far as the Colonial and 
Home Governments were concerned, of the undisputed, 
domination of the revolutionary faction of the purely 
aristocratic portion of the Colonial party of the Op- 
position and its plebean auxiliaries, over the vastly 
greater body of those who were its fellow-men and 
fellow-subjects of £he Crown and fellow-colonists, 
within the Colony of New York, — without, however, 
having interfered with the administration of the 
public affairs of the Colony, by the Royal Colonial 
Government, which was continued in all else than in 
the protection of the Colonists and in the suppression 
of the revolt, which that Colonial Government had 
not the means for doing — affords a favorable oppor- 
tunity for the careful student of the history of that 
eventful period to rest, and to review the progress of 
events, in New York, during the preceding six months ; 
to ascertain, by comparison of its earlier professions 
with its later practises, how much of sincerity and 
how much of deceit and of fraud there had been, in 
the apparent devotion of that controlling faction to 
" the Rights of man and of Englishmen,'* of which it 
had said so much, in its earlier movements toward 
political supremacy ; to learn its matured views con- 
cerning the arrogantly assumed prerogatives of the 
well-born and the contemptuously assigned mission of 
the lowly, the latter to nothing else than to submission, 
to obedience, and to labor ; and to ascertain and to 
examine those systems of government and those 

^Jtmrmd of the Provimeial Gmnrem, May 22, until July 8, 1775. 
> JoMTiMil of the ComrniUiee ofBafety, July 11, until July 25, 1775. 
s Jtmnud of the Provincial Oongren, from July 26, until September 2, 
1776. 

* Jomjui of the Oommittee of Bafety^ from September 4, until October 3, 
1776. 

* Jomnud of <ft« Proviheial Oongrew^ from October 4, until November 4, 

1776. 



methods of administration which, in the unrestrained 
exercise of its recently acquired, but undisputed, 
power, and of its seemingly cultured intellect, that 
revolutionary faction had practically regarded as fit 
and proper for the government of a *' free people." 

During the interval, between the dissolution of the 
first and the organization of the second of the series of 
Provincial Congresses which controlled the destinies 
of the Colony of New York and crowded an unwilling 
community into rebellion and ruin, an illustration 
was made, first in the County of Westchester and 
then in the City of New York, of the spirit of the 
controlling power, among the disaffected ; of the 
shallowness of the prevailing pretensions to patriot- 
ism and personal integrity in those who were en- 
gaged in the revolt; and of the personal character of 
the ruffians who were employed — as they had been 
employed in the Stamp-act and other riots, earlier in 
the struggle of parties — by those who were the master- 
spirits, in the works of lawlessness by means of which 
the Rebellion was promoted and established and made 
respectable.' 

At that time, there was no newspaper-press in the 
Colonies which was conducted with greater ability 
than Rivingtou's New- York Gazetteer ; or Connecticuty 
Hudfion'% River f New- Jersey ^ and Qu€t>€ck Weekly Ad- 
vertiserf which was published, weekly, by James Riv- 
ington, in the City of New York. It was a news- 
paper, in the proper sense of the word ; and it pub- 
lished the news of the day, from every quarter of the 
world, regardless of their political character, with 
rare industry and the most liberal impartiality. It 
did not accord with the interests of some nor with the 
passions of others, however, that such a faithful 
recorder of the sayings and doings of every faction 
and of every party should be continued in the Col- 
onies ; and there were times, also, when the exposure 
of the double dealings of particular individuals, of 
high as well as of low degree, in well-printed columns, 
in a widely circulated newspaper, as James Rivington 
had done, in his Gazetteer^ were distasteful to those 
who were thus exposed and unwelcome to those whom 
the culprit was serving. It was evidently determined, 
therefore, that James Rivington should be silenced; 
and that his only means for infiicting pain on the 
persons of those who favored the Rebellion should be 
taken from him. 

There was, also, at that time, no one, in the Colony 
of New York, who possessed greater intellectual and 
executive abilities combined with superior scholastic 
attainments, than Samuel Seabury, a Missionary of 
the Society for the Propagation of the CJospel in 
Foreign Parts, ordinarily known as " The Venerable 
" Society," Rector of the Established Church in the 



* " This I know, asucceseful reBistance is a ' Rkvoli'tion,* not a * Re* 
" ' BBLLioN.' * ReiiRi.i.ioN,' indeed, appears on the back of a flying pii- 
" emy ; but ' Rrvulution * flames on the breaatplate of the rictorioua 
"warrior."— (John Wilkes, in the JSmiae of Chmmf/n$t February 6, 1T76.) 
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Borough Town of Westchester, and Master of a 
Boarding-school for Boys, in the same Town. He wa« 
the friend and Pastor of Isaac Wilkins, the ahle 
leader of the conservative majority of the Opposition, 
in the General Assembly of the Colony; and the 
Manor of Morrisania was within the boundaries of his 
Parish; and the Morrises, brothers-in-law of Isaac 
Wilkius, but masquerading as leaders in the Rebellion, 
were, nominally, if not in reality, among his parish- 
ioners. He was learned, as was well-known : he was 
fearless in the declarations and support of his well- 
considered opinions, as was known to his neighbors 
and friends : that his convictions led him to support 
the conservative portion of the Opposition, led by his 
friend, Isaac Wilkins, is more than probable: that 
the same convictions led him to oppose, within the 
circle of his influence and consistently with his min- 
isterial duties, the doings of the revolutionary faction 
of the Opposition, among whom his neighbors and 
parishioners, the Morrises, were capering, was no secret. 
When the press was teeming with publications, ad- 
verse to the violence of the revolutionary faction, he 
was improperly designated as one of the very few who 
had written them, with no other evidence to support the 
allegation than his recognized ability and fearless- 
ness ; and when "A. W. Farmer " appeared, with 
his practised and powerful *pen, arousing the most 
violent bitterness of those who were in rebellion, the 
intellectual rustic who had written them, by common 
consent, was erroneously but reasonably said to have 
been the Schoolmaster and Parson at Westchester, 
while the real but unrecognized author of the obnox- 
ious publications was generally passed, unnoticed. 
The political Parson, therefore, was very offensive to 
those of the revolutionary faction who were not his 
neighbors — '^ in justice to the rebels of East and West 
" Chester, I must say," he wrote, in 1776, " that none 
'* of them ever offered me any insult or attempted to do 
*• me any injury that I know of" — and it was evidently 
determined that he, also, like James Rivington, should 
be silenced, even at the expense of his personal 
liberty and of all which was dear to him, on earth. 

There was one man, more than all others, who was 
qualified to enter on any adventure, no matter how 
lawless nor how atrocious, provided, and only pro- 
vided, he could have an abundant force to supiK)rt 
him and to overpower any opposition which might 
possibly arise to obstruct or to endanger him. He 
had been a privateer, in tbe War with France and 
Spain ; and in the only encounter which he had had 
with an enemy, he had shown the white feather of cow- 
ardice, his crew having become his accusers. He was 
known, subsequeutly, as one of those blustering, reck- 
less, law-defying leaders of the floating denizens of 
the docks, in New York, ready to disregard all Rights, 
all of every thing except their own wills, in acts of which 
only the traditional pirates and banditti were sup- 
posed to have been capable of performing, whenever, 
and only whenever, iu his judgment, those acts could 



be done without personal risk to the aggresBors, and 
whenever, and at no other time, those acts of lawless- 
ness promised that the plunder to be secured thare- 
from would afford a sufficient compensation. 

He had married the daughter of the keeper of a 
low, unlicensed alehouse, a resort of sailors, boatmen, 
stevedores, and such as they, opposite to Beekman's 
Slip, and that alehouse was his rendezvous ; ^ and 
those who had resorted to Jsuiper Drake's, had always 
been his ready instruments, in whatever acts of vio- 
lence in which he had ventured to engage. He had 
never possessed the entire confidence of the leaders 
of the revolutionary faction of the Opposition, in the 
City of New York : he had never been taken into the 
sanctum sanctorum of that coterie of Livingstons and 
of Smiths and of Scotts, whose had been the unseen 
master-hands by whom such puppets as he had been 
handled and made conspicuous : he had never been 
permitted to occupy any place, in Committee or in 
Congress, unless in minorities which, because of their 
comparative insignificance, were incapable of disturb- 
ing the harmony of the aggregate bodies into which 
they had been adroitly introduced. 

At the time of which we write, he was an ignorant 
blusterer, as vain as he was ignorant ; and he needed 
only, as General Charles Lee said of him, '* to have 
*' his back clapped '' by some one in authority and to 
be shown that it would be useful to himself — ^if he 
could be vested with an office, no matter what nor 
how ephemeral in its character nor how "impu- 
" dently " bestowed, so much the better — ^to be ready, 
at short notice, to exercise his entire power, as a ruf- 
fian of the dirtiest water, in any required act of law- 
lessness, regardless of any Rights of Person or of Prop- 
erty, or of any claim which age or sex might inter- 
pose. He called himself a Merchant, in the City of 
New York ; but he had been more conspicuous in 
shipping Merchandise and Provisions to the eastward, 
clandestinely, when such shipments to the eastward 
"Were interdicted, than in any more legitimate busi- 
ness. He had been a member of the recently dis- 
solved Provincial Congress, during a portion of its 
existence; but, in entire harmony with his earlier 
proclivities, when there were threatenings of danger 
from the Home Government, he had abandoned the 



lA letter rrom Johu Case, from the (bunty of Suffolk, on Long 
Tfiland, "to the Printer of the Setc-York <;<twtf^»»r," and publiBb<>d in 
Rmwjlou'H Snc-York (iazvUr^r, No. !U, Nbw-Yokk, Thursday, January 
12, 1770, iiarratod the method in which those who were not inclined to 
favor the thoorice and practineH of the revolutionary faction were 
inveigled into that Tavern, and, there, BubjectiKl to the teachings of 
Alexander HcDougal, Immc iSearu, and others of that faction ; and a 
deMt>ription of tlie insults and outrages inflict'ed on those who were inclined 
tu otijiM't to the subject matters of those teachings, by those a]e*houM 
" |Hit riots," os]KH:ially by Isaac Sean, may also be seen, in the same 
letter. 

The lUtcnipleil reply to John (Vise, in which Isaac Sears subsequently 
attempted to raise new issues instead of meeting old ones, served only to 
establish, more clearly, the truthfulness of Case's original statement ; 
and th(«e who shall incline to punue the inquiry, may find it in Holt's 
New- York Jourml, No. 1674, N*w-YoRK, Thursday, February 2, 177ft, 
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City of New York ; and, in the latter part of Novem- 
ber, 1775, Isaac Sears was safely housed in New 
Haven, although it is evident that he continued to 
correspond with the leaders of the Rebellion, in the 
former City. 

On Monday, the twentieth of November, 1775, that 
cowardly ruffian, Isaac Sears, accompanied with six- 
teen others of the same class, all of them mounted, 
left New Haven, in Connecticut, for the purpose of 
regulating Westchester-county. ^ It had become a 
favorite pastime, among the rowdies on the borders 
of Connecticut, as it has been a favorite pastime 
among Texan rowdies of a later period, in their coun- 
try, to make depredatory raids on those who lived on 
the opposite side of the river-boundary ; and those 
" border ruffians," in revolutionary Connecticut, had 
been encouraged to raid on the conservative farmers, 
in Westchester-county ; to overpower those farmers 
with numbers and, especially after the disarming pro- 
cess had deprived the latter of the means for protect- 
ing themselves or their property, to rob them of 
whatever could be carried away ; to return to their 
own side of the By ram-river, well-laden with what- 
ever had pleased them best, on the farms and in the 
farm-houses which they had visited ; and to enjoy, 
in their own *' Christian New England," the stolen 
products of other men's honest and earnest toil, and 
to be cheered, as " patriots," by their " Christian New 
" England " neighboro. 

The avowed purpose of that band of acknowledged 
" banditti *' ' was '' to disarm the principal tories 
" there," [at East and West Chester^'] ** and secure the 
"persons of Parson Seabury, Judge Fowler, and 
"Jjord Underbill," three residents of Westchester- 
county; and it is said they were joined, on their 
way, by other parties of men, numbering about 
eighty, under the leadership of " Captains " Rich- 

> "On the 20th of thin month, sixteen respectable inhabitants of this 
" town, in company with Captain Sbahs, set out fh>m this place, for 
*- Ea»i and Weit Chester^ in the Province of New-York, to disarm the 
"principal tories there, and secure the persons of Parson Seabury, 
" Jodge Fowler, and Lord Underhill/' « * • {Tke ConnecticulJoumal^ 
No. 424, [Neus-Haven,] Wednesday, Noyember 29, 1776.) 

Frank Moore, in his Diary of the American Revolution^ (i., 173-175,) 
pnblished a mutilated version of that editorial article, from the original 
of which the above was extracted — the other portions of the latter of 
which will be used hereafter— «nd credited it to The Peungylvania JaumaZ, 
pnblished In Philadelphia, on the ninth of December. 

'In the preceding September, Lord Dunniore, then at Norfolk, in 
Virginia, had helped himself to the type and printing-press of John Holt, 
in that Town ; and it was said of the thief and his confederates, " a few 
** spirited gentlemen in Noifolk, Justly Incensed at so flagrant a breach 
"of good order and the Constitution, and highly resenting the conduct 
"of Lord Dunmore and the Navy Gentry, who have now commenced 
** downright Pirale$ and Baudittiy ordered the drum to beat to arms,'' etc. 
{Extract from a contemporary pvhlicaHion, in Force's American Archive*^ 
Fourth Series, iii., 847.) 

Besides the entire fitness of the words to distinguish those who were 
guilty of such lawk'ss doings, a precedent for the use of those otherwise 
strong terms In such specific connections, is afforded in the above ex- 
tract, from unquestionably revolutionary authority ; and we offer no apol- 
ogy for applying one or both of them to those, from Connecticut, on the oc- 
casion now under notice, when Lord Dunmore was far outdone, in wan- 
ton atrocity. 
12 



ards, Silleck, and Mead.' It was not pretended that 
these enterprising Connecticut-men had any other 
warrant to engage in such an undertaking, than that 
afforded in the propensity of every cowardly thief 
to plunder those who were known to have been strip- 
ped of their means for defence, and who were, there- 
fore, helpleiis. It was not pretended that any of the 
proposed victims, in the instance under notice, had 
said or done anything, in opposition to the Re- 
bellion, which had made them amenable to the un- 
bridled caprices of those who were in rebellion ; and 
it was evident that, had those proposed victims thus 
transgressed against the '' Associations " or the " rec- 
'' ommendations " or the " Re^olutiond " of the revolu- 
tionary authorities, the local Committee in West- 
chester-county, or the Provincial Congress in the 
City of New York, or the Committee of Safety of the 
last-named body, and not an improvised and self- 
constituted power, in another Colony, was the proper 
tribunal to take cognizance of such an offence. But 
in such a party, led by such a ruffian, only the law 
of the will of the stronger possessed any authority or 
secured any respect; and that law of ''the pirate 
'* and the banditti," unfortunately, prevailed in the 
instance now under notice. 

The expedition evidently moved slowly, on its 
way to New York;* and, especially after it had 
passed the Byram-river, it undoubtedly foraged on 
those who were unfortunate enough to live on the 
line of its march. It pillaged the farm-houses ; and, 
at Mamaroneck, it burned a small sloop which be- 
longed to one who was assumed to have been a 
friend of the Government.^ A detachment of about 
forty men, under a Captain Lothrop, appears to have 
been pushed forward to the Town of Westchester, 
where, on Wednesday, the twenty-second of Novem- 
ber, it seized the person of Nathaniel Underbill, the 
Mayor of that Borough, and that of the Rev. Samuel 
Seabury, who, as we have said, was the Master of 



»"0n their way thither" \for Ett$t and West Chetter,] "they were 
"Joined by the Ckptains Richards, SciUick, and Mead, with about 80 
"men." * • « (3%« CbinMctieiU Jom-noZ, No. 424, [Nkw Havem] Wed- 
nesday, November 2U, 1775.) 

It is due to the respectable portion of Uie inhabitants of the Connecti- 
cut of that period, that mention should be made of the fact that no such 
names as these appear on the lists of Officers of Connecticut Companies, 
in 1775, which Mr. Hinman published in his Historical CoUectionH of the 
part sustained by Connecticut during the War of the Revolution; and that it 
is very probable that these three *' Captains," like that other "Captain " 
who led them, on that occasion, poesesssd no other warrant than that of 
''courtesy," so called, for the privilege of canying the title. 

* It left New Haven on Monday, the twentieth of November ; but it 
did not reach Westchester until Wednesday, the twenty-second, and the 
City of New York, to which p*ace it extended Its excursion, until noon 
on Thursday, the twenty-third of that mouth. 

' ** At Marinek they burnt a small sloop, which was purchased by Gov- 
" emment, for the purpose of carrying provisions on board the Asia.^* — 
{The Connecticut Journal, No. 424, [New Haven,] Wednesday, November 
29, 1775.) 

••«•*• a^Qd ijnrnt one sloop belonging to persons friendly to gov- 
"ernment."— (Goremor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth^ No. 22. "Ow 
" BoARn THE Ship Dutchess of Gordon New York Harbour, G^ Dec 
"1775." 
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a Boarding-Bchool and Rector of the Established 
Church, in the same place, the former, as was sub- 
sequently seen, only because he had signed the 
Declaration and Protesty at the White Plains, in the 
preceding April,^ the latter, because he was more 
obnoxious to those who were in rebellion, in conse- 
quence of his greater intellectual power and of his 
decidedly greater bravery in the assertion and 
maintenance of his opinions and of his Rights." 
Having accomplished its purposes in the seizures of 
the persons and in the plunder of the properties of 
the two victims, in Westchester, the detachment per- 
mitted Mr. Seabury, if not Mr. Underbill, to send for 
his horse ; and, then, it hastened away, on the road 
which connected that Town with Kingsbridge. It 
had not proceeded far, however, when it was met by 
the main body of the banditti, with whom, with 
characteristic cowardice, was Sears ; and the entire 
party then returned to Eastchester, where, on its 
way toward New York, it had already seized the 
person of Jonathan Fowler, who 'was one of the 
Judges of the Superior Court of Common Pleas and 
Colonel of one of the Battalions of the Colonial 
Militia, against whom, also, it seems there was no 
other complaint than that he, also, had signed the 
DeclaraHon and Protest, at the White Plains, in the 
preceding April.' 

The contemporary records do not present the cir- 
cumstances which attended the seizure* of the Mayor 
of the Borough of Westchester ; but it is probable 
they were similar to those which attended the similar 
seizure of Judge Fowler and that of Mr. Seabury — 
the banditti undoubtedly ransacked the house and 
examined his papers and helped themselves to such 
articles of his movable property as best pleased 
them. From Judge Fowler's house, there were 
carried away a beaver hat, a silver-mounted horse- 
whip, and two silver spoons,^ besides the sword, 
gun, and pistols which formed portions of his offi- 
cial equipments as a Colonel in the Coloniaf 
Militia;^ and at Mr. Seabury's, besides assaulting 
one of that gentleman's daughters, thrusting a bayo- 
net at her breast and through her cap, and tearing 
down her hair, the marauders cut a quilt which was 
in the frame, rendering it useless; examined his 



1 See paged 72-74, uite. 

s ** At East Chester they seized Judge Fowler^ then repaired to West 
" Chester and secured Seabury and I7n4erhlIl."—(7%« OonnecticutJoumal, 
No. 424, [Nkw Haven,] Wednesday, November 29, 1776.) 

In bis Memorial to the GenercU Aetembly of Oomiecticut^ Seabnry ex- 
pressly stated that he was arrested by a detachment ; that the main 
body of the party was subsequently Joined, by the detachment ; and 
that all, then, returned to East Chester. 

* Memorial of Samuel Seabwry to the General AesenMg of Ooimecticuty 
December 20. 1775. 

See, also, The Connecticvi Journal^ No. 424, [New Haven,] Wednesday, 
November 29, 1775 ; Joneses History of 'Sew York during the Revolutionary 
War, i., 66, 67 ; etc. 

* Memorial of Samuel Seabury to the General Assembly of Connecticut^ De- 
cember 20, 1775. 

* Joneses Hintory rf New York during the Revolutionary War, 1., 67. 



private papers and scattered them ; and carried away 
a f^mall sum of money, which was in the drawer of 
his desk. Of course, the Boarding-school for Boys, 
which he had organized and established with so 
much labor,® for the better support of hi."^ family, was 
broken down ; and the pupils, five of whom were 
from Jamaica and one from Montreal, the parents of 
four others being in Europe, besides '^ others from 
" New York and the country," were necessarily scat- 
tered, inflicting an irreparable injury to him and to 
his large and dependent family.^ 

When these seizures had been accomplished and 
after what had been stolen had been sufficiently 
secured, another detachment from the main body of 
the banditti was sent back to Horseneck [ West Qreen- 
wieh, Connecticut,^ as an escort and guard of the three 
prisoners and of the booty ; ^ while the main body, 
itself, numbering seventy -five mounted men, moved for- 
ward, from East Chester, toward the City of New York.' 

Where that large body of horsemen spent the fol- 

The following advertisement, copied from Bicington'e New-York Go- 
getteer, No. 97, New-York, Thursday, February 23, 1775, will clearly in- 
dicate the high character of that Colonial Westchester Boarding-«chool 
tor Boys, probably the prototype of those similar Institutions, in more 
recent days, which have made Weetchsetor-county so widely known, in 
the world of Education : 

"To the Public, 
"SAMUEL SEABURY, M.A. 

" Seelor of the Parish of Wetteheder, 

^^ XITATH opened k School in thnt Town, and offen hie Serrlce to 



n .. 



prepare young Qentlemen for the College, the Conipting> 



" House, or any genteel Business for which Parents or Guardians may 
*' design them. Children who know their Letters will be admitted to 
'* his School, and tanght to read English with propriety, and to writii it 
" with a fair Hand, and with grammatical accuracy. They will be in- 
"structed in Arithmetic, if required, in its utmost extent; and in the 
" Elements of Geometry ; in Trigonometry, Navigation, Surveying, etc. 
** — The Latin and Greek Lang^iagee will be taught those who are In- 
" tended for a learned Education. 

" There are already eleven Students under Mr. Seabuiy's Care, and as 
"soon as the Number of Scholars shall require it, a good Usher will be 
" provided : And no Care or Diligence shall be wanting to give Satisfac- 
" tion to those Gentlemen who shall favor him with the Education of 
" their Children. 

'* Proper attention will be paid to the young Gentlemen, that they be 
** kept clean and decent, and that they behave with propriety ; and as 
" the most essential Part of Education is to qualify them to Discbarge 
" the Duties and Offices of Life with Integrity and Virtue, particular 
"Care will be taken to explain to them the Principles of Morality, and 
"the Christian Religion, by frrquent short Lectures, adapted to their 
" Capacity. 

" Board, (Washing included) may he had, in unexceptionable Faml- 
"lies, at about twenty Pounds per Ann. and the Tuition will be six 
"Pounds, New- York Currency, and eight Shillings for Fire-wood. 

"Westchester is about nineteen Miles from New York, by Land, and 
"about fifteen by Water; and a Water passage may be had almost 
" every Day, when the Weather will permit, in good safe Boats.** 

7 Memorial of Samuel Seabury to the General Atecmbly of Connecticut, De- 
cember 20, 1775. 

8 " Having possessed themselves of these three cuitiflfs, they sent them 
"to Connecticut under a strong guard."— (T/t^- Connecticut Journal, No. 
424, [New Haven,] Wednesday, November 29, 1775.) 

See, also, Memorial of Samuel Seabury to the Getieral Asgembly of Omi- 
nectictit, December 20, 1775. 

* The Connecticut Journal, No. 424, [New Haven,] Wednesday, Novem* 
ber 29, 1775. 
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lowing night is not now known — it is not in the 
slightest degree probable that it paid its way, in what- 
ever part of Westchester-county it billeted itself — it 
is very evident, however, that it was expected by the 
leaders of the Rebellion, in the City of New York, 
since it was met and escorted into town by Samuel 
Broome, John Woodward, and others of their class ; ' 
and it is said, also, that Alexander McDougal, Peter 
R. Livingston, John and Joshua Hett Smith — ^the 
latter so conspicuous, subsequently, in the interviews 
between General Arnold and Major Andre and in the 
evident exposure of the latter to arrest — and a num- 
ber of others, their confe lerates if not their tools, 
were assembled on Hanover-square, on which the 
Bookstore and Printing-ofSce of James Rivington 
were situated, apparently and nominally for military 
exercises, but really for the purpose of covering and 
protecting the approaching banditti, in its proposed 
work of devastation and robbery.' 

The column appears to have moved from East- 
chester, by way of Kingsbridge and the old Boston 
post-road, through what are, now, the Central Park 
and Madison-square and Broadway and the Bowery 
and Chatham-square and Chatham-street, to what is, 
now, Pearl-street — ^then known as Queen-street' — 
which was the direct route to Hanover-square, the 
objective point of its march. With its escort of local 
sympathizers, its progress was not obstructed; and, 
on Thursday, the twenty-third of November, at noon, 
when it reached the Square, it " drew up, in close 
*' order, before the printing-office of the infamous 
'' James Rivington,'' * those who had already assembled 
there, evidently for the purpose of covering it, if not 
for the purpose of doing more than that, should any 
opposition to its purposes be manifested by any one 
welcoming it, as their auxiliaries and confederates. 

It is said that, while the main body of the banditti 
remained in position, in front of the Bookstore and 
Printing-office of the proscribed Englishman, "a 
*' small detachment " entered the latter, and 'gathered 
'' ihe principal part of his types,'' which was placed 
in sacks prepared for the purpose, destroying those 



1 MhuUM of the General Oommittee of the CUff and Oounlif of New Tork^ 
Thursday, NoTember 23, 1776 ; Jones's Hielory of New York during the 
HevohUionary fFar, i., 66 ; Ooventor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmtmthf No. 
22, On Boabd the Ship Dutcukss or Gordon Nsw Yobk Harbour, 6^ 
Dec 1776 ; etc. 

s Jones's Hiaiory of New York during the RevchUkmary War, i., 66. 

a Manual of the Qrrporation of the City of New-York for 1866, 611. 

4 "The main body, consisting of 76, then proceeded to New*Tork, 
** which they entered at noon<day on horseback, with bayonets fixed, and 
**ln the greatest regularity, went down the main street, and drew up in 
" dose 0(rder before the printing-office of the infamoos James Riving- 
"ton.'* {Th« Connecticut Journal, No. 424, [Nbw Haysm,] Wednesday, 
Morember 29, 1775.) 

See, also, Ghvemor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth, No. 22, " On Board 
"THE Ship Dctohbbs of Gordon New York Harbour, 6^ Dec^ 1776" ; 
pBtUiou of the General Contmiitee of the City and County of New York to the 
Provitteial Congreee, {vide page IMpott;) the Protfincial Congreee of New 
York to the Governor of Conneeticui, " In Provincial Gonoresb, New- 
*• York, 12th Deer. 1776 ; " Jones's Hietory of New York during the Reeo- 
bUtonary War, i., 66 ; etc. 



portions which could not be taken away, and demol- 
ishing, also, his presses and other oflSce-material.^ 

It is said that three quarters of an hour were spent 
in that work of reckless destruction, without the 
slightesit attempt by either the Municipal or the 
Colonial authorities, legal or revolutionary, to inter- 
fere, for the preservation of the peace or for thd 
protection of the property of the citizen or for that 
of the freedom of the Press ; and, consequently, after 
its appetite for outrage had become satisfied, taking 
with it the type which it had not destroyed and such 
articles from the Bookstore as were fancied by those 
who entered it,' the banditti mounted its horses, its 
music striking up the tune of Yankee Doodle, and its 
local sympathizers in the Square and around the 
head of the Coffee-house Slip giving it cheers which 
were returned, and left the City by the same route as 
that on which it had entered it.^ 



B "A small detachment 0Ut«red It," [the printing-qgiee,'] "and in about 
"three-quarters of an hour brought off the principal part of his types, 
" for which they offered to give an order on Lord Dunmore " [who 
hadpremoutly etolen John SoUU type andpreee, at Norfolk.] {The Conneett- 
cut Journal, No. 424, [New Haven,] Wednesday, November 29, 1776.) 

They "entered his" [Bivmgton'e] "bouse, demolished his printing 
"apparatus, destroyed a part and carried off the remainder of his 
"types."— (Jones's Sietory of Note York during the Revolutionary War, 
I., 66.) 

Sec, also. Governor Tryon to Ihe EaH of Dartmouth, No. 22, "On 
" Board the Ship Dutchess or Gordon New York Harbour, &^ Dec' 
"1776;" etc. 

* Governor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth, No. 22, " On Board the Ship 
" Dutchess or Gordon New York Harbour 6«k Dec 1776." 

T " They then faced and wheeled to the left, and inarched out of town to 
" the tune of Yankee Doodle. A vast concourse of people assembled at 
" the Coffee House bridge on their leaving the ground, and gave them 
" three very hearty cheers."— (77^ ConnectiaU Journal, No. 424, [New 
Haven,] Wednesday, November 29, 1776.) 

The Petition of the General CommUtee of the City and County of Neie 
York, laid before the Provincial Congress, on the eighth of December, 
1776, presented the general facts of the outrage on James Bivington, while 
it also called for the* protection of the City, by that body. The deepatch of 
Governor TVyon to the Earl of Dartmouth, No. 22, " On Board the ship 
"Dutchess or Gordon New York Harbour 6«« Dec* 1776," described 
the raid on Westchester-county as well as that on the City of New York, 
iand narrated the blosterlng threats which were made by Soars, to return 
with "a more numerous body of the Connecticut Bioters and to take 
"away the Becords of the Colony." The letter of (he Provincidl Congreu 
to the Governor of Oowneeticut, " In Provincial Congress, New- York, 
"12th Deer., 1776," recited the outrage In Westchester-connty as well 
as that In the City ; but in such delicate terms as indicated that that 
body was either in sympathy with the banditti or was Intimidated by those 
who were so. Judge Jones, in his Hieiory of New York during (he Revolu- 
tionary Wart (i., 66-68,) noticed the entire raid^ saying that Sears "en- 
" tered the t^wn at the head of about 200 men, well mounted," which| 
fh>m the context, evidently included thoee who had gone out to meet 
the banditti. Gordon, {Hiatory of the American Rev<aution, Londoii: 1788, 
li., 121, 122.) made mention of nothing else than of the robbery of the 
prlnting-oflBce, of which he said, " Wliile thus employed, peopfo col- 
** lected, and the street was thronged. To prevent interruption, he called 
"out and told them that if they attempted to oppose him, he would 
" order his men to fire on them ; and preparation was made for doing 11^ 
" in case it should be needful. This appearance instantly cleared the 
" street, when Captain Sean and his party rode off in triumph, with the 
*• booty they were pleased to take away." Dunlap, {Hietory of New York; 
11., Appendix, ccxx,) erroneously stated that the destruction of the 
prlnting«offlce was eflfected " by the Connecticut Light Horse," on the' 
fourth of December. Bancroft, {Hietory of the United Btatee, original edit 
viii., 276,) said Sears was "vexed at his want of influence, impatient at 
"being overlooked, and naturally inclined to precipitate counsels;" 
and in the tame vfork, centenary edition, v., 184, the same author stated 
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The progress of the banditti, through Westchester- 
county, on its return, was necessarily slow, since it 
finished, at that time, the work of pillage among the 
farmers of that County, which it had commenced on 
its outward march — it left the City of New York on 
Thursday, at two o'clock; and it did not reach 
Horse-neck, where the detachment which was guard- 

thftt Sean "deserved a high appointment io the American MaTj," 
which ho did not receive ; that he was ** impatient at being overlooked/' 
etc. Not the elighteet allusion is made to the doings of the banditti in 
Westchester-county, in either of the editions of that mach-praised work. 
Loesing, (Field Book of the Serolution, ii., 796, 797,) stated that Mr. Rlving- 
ton ** aided ty his Bo^al GoMtUeert** was very influential ; that he had no 
regard for the truth nor for '* common fairnesB ; " that Sears had gone to 
Connecticut ** to plan schemes for the future with ardent Whigs ; *' that 
the type which was stolen from Rivington was converted into bullets; 
etc ; but the truth is that the Royal GateUe was not established until 
December, 1777, as he had stated on the opposite page of the Fidd Book; 
that Bivtngton published everything of news and political paiiers, re- 
gardlem of party ; that gears hud removed his family and himself to 
Mew Haven, to get out of the way of threatened danger and to pout over 
personal grievances ; and that the printers in Connecticut were too glad 
to increase their limited supplies of type to convert the stolen type be- 
longing to Bivington into bullets, for which common and far cheaper 
lead was better adapted. Kev. Doctor Beardsley, {Hiatorjf of the EpiacopaJi 
Church in CotmeotiaU. i., 302-305, and Life and Oorreepondence of the Hi. 
Rev. Samuel Seaburp^ D.D.^ 36-47,) appropriately noticed, in detail, the 
dealings of the banditti with Hr. Seabury, without, however, making 
the slightest mention of what was done elsewhere than in Weetcbester- 
county. 

In Connecticut, from that day to this, the doings of that party of ruf- 
fians have been considered only as praiseworthy. Governor Trumbull* 
after having snubbed General Washington by sheltering and Justifying 
the wholesale desertion of the Connecticut troops which the latter had 
denounced, (Compare Oeneral Waehington'i letter to Oovemor ZVtini6iii<, 
" Cambridok, December 2, 1776,*' with tAerep/y, "Lbbanon, December 
** 7, 1776 ;" that of the former, " Cambbidok, December 6, 1775," with 
the rfply, *' LxBANOV, Decembers, 1776 " ; etc.,) waited until the following 
June, before he paid the slightest attention to the letter which the Pro- 
vincial Congress had sent to him, in December, 1776, and then only to 
dielter, if not to Justify, the offenders. {Jotrn. TnunbuU to the HonMe. 
NatM. WoodhuU, "Habtfobd, June 10, 1776.") Hinman, {HUtorical 
Collectiou of the part etutained by Conneciicul darwg the War of the RevolU' 
tion^ 79, 80,) included that lawless raid among the notable and praise- 
worthy acts of Connecticut ; and the following, which is the latest speci- 
men which has mot our eye, pi-esents, at once, the satisfaction with 
which respectable men, of our own day, in Connecticut, coutiiTue to re- 
gard that outrage, and the character of what is circulated, in New Eng- 
land, as veritable history : ** Some time during the War, a paper was 
** published in the City of New York, by one, Rivington. This paper was 
" professedly and to all outward appearance devoted to the British in- 
** tereets. It was afterwards, however, known to have aided the Amer- 
" leans much, and was under the control of Washington himself. The 
** hostile appearance of the sheet, however, deceived the Americans as 
" well as their enemies, and about half a dosen Greenwich men re- 
" solved that the press should be stopped; they stole into the City, de- 
" stroyed the press, and bagged the type, which they brought off with 
"them from the very midst of a watchful enemy. Messrs. Andrew and 
" Peter Mead were the principal men of the expedition. It is said that 
" they only of the company were able to carry the bags of type from the 
"prinUng-offlce to the street and throw them across the backs of their 
*' horses. After the type was brought to Greenwich, it was totally de- 
" stroyed, except enough to print each of the company's names, which 
"the veterans kept for a long time in memory of their exploit" One 
might readily suppose this latest tidbit of what has currency as history, was 
written in China or Timbuctoo ; but the curious reader may find it in an 
elegant and expensive Hietory of Fairfield Gount^^ Ootmecticut^ complied 
under the supervision of D. Hamilton Hurd, and published by J. W_ 
Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, in 1881. It occupies a portion of page 378 
of that handsomely printed volume, and affords a fine example of the 
character of what is written, concerning New Englanders and their 
character and doings, when the pen of the writer and the patronage of 
the publisher are within that pretentious portion of the Union. 



ing its first collection of plunder and its three pris- 
oners (the latter of whom, as the practise then was 
among that new-formed power, having been pro- 
vided, meanwhile, with neither food nor shelter) had 
halted, until the following Monday, the twenty-sev- 
enth of November. Its progress through Connecticut 
appears to have been attended with the highest pop- 
ular approval ; many joined it, '* the whole making a 
" very grand procession ;" and, on Tuesday, the twen- 
ty-eighth of November, amidst the salutes of two 
cannon and the cheers of the populace, it re-entered 
New Haven. The procession moved through nearly 
every street in the Town, stopping at every corner, in 
order that the crowds might gaze on the victims and 
jeer at and insult them ; and, after having quartered 
the latter, at their own expense, at one of the Tav- 
erns, the successful banditti, sustained by what there 
was of the ignorance and lawlessness of the New 
Haven of that period, spent the remainder of the day 
in ''festivity and innocent mirth." ^ 

The principal portion of the bitterness of the ban- 
ditti appears to have been bestowed on Mr. Seabury — 
indeed, there was wisdom in that discrimination, 
since Judge Fowler and Mayor Underbill were dif- 
ferently constituted men, more easily intimidated and, 
therefore, more pliable than he, and very soon re- 
canted and were dismissed from their confinement' — 



1 " On their way home they disarmed all the tories that lay on their 
"route ; and yesterday [November 28,] arrived here, escorted by a great 
" number of gentlemen from the westward, the whole making a very 
" grand procesdon. Upon their entrance Into town, they were saluted 
" with the discharge of two cannon, and received by the inhabitants with 
"every mark of approbation and respect. The company divided into 
"two parts and concluded the day in festivity and innocent mirth. 
" Captain Sears returned in company with the other genUemen, and 
" proposes to spend the winter here, unless publick business should re- 
" quire his presence in New- York. — Seabury, Underbill, and Fowler, 
" three of the dastardly protestors against the proceedings of the Conti- 
'* nental Congress, and who it is believed had concerted a plan for kid- 
"napping Captain Sears, and conveying him on board the Asia man-of- 
" war, are (with the types and arms) safely lodged In this town, Where 
** it is expected Lord Underbill will have leisure to form the scheme of 
"a lucrative lottery, the tickets of which cannot be counterfeited ; and 
" Parson Seabury sufficient time to compose sermons for the next Conti- 
" nental fast."— (37m OonnecticHtJownal, No. 424, [New Haykn,] Wednes- 
day, November 29, 1775.) 

See. also, Seabtury^e. Memorial to the General Aeeembly of Oonnectiout^ De- 
cember 20, 1775, rtViifpo^e 136, poet; and Jones's ffiatory of New Yirk 
during the Revolutionary War^ i., 66, 67. 

> Although the instruments of the recantation of these ta*o of the three 
victims do not appear in The Connecticut Journal^ they were printed in 
Holt*s New-York Journal, No. 1718, New- York, Thursday, December 7, 
1776, and may be seen in Force's American Archivee^ lY., iii., 1708. 

I. 

"Whereas I.Jonathan Fowler, Esq., one of His Mi^esty's Judges of 
"the Inferior Court for the County of Westchester, in the Province of 
" New- York, did, some time ago, sign a Protest against the Honourable 
"Continental Congress, which Inconsiderate conduct I am heartily sorry 
" for, and do hereby promise for the future not to transgress in the view 
"of the people of this Continent, nor in any sense to oppose the meas- 
'* ures taken by the Continental Congress 

"I do also certify that, some time past, being at Court at the White- 
" Plains, ^ heard a person say, whom several people preaeut believed to 
' * be a Lieutenant or Midshipman of the Aeia, man-of-war, that the Cap- 
" tain of the Aeia intended to take Optain Sears up, and that there 
** would soon be delivered, gratis, from on board the man-of-war grrat 
"quantities of Paper Money, in imitation of Continental Currency, 
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aod he was '^ prevented from enjoying a free inter- 
"course with his friends; forbidden the Tisits of 
'* some of them, though in company with his guard ; 
" prohibited from reading prayers in the Church, and 
"in performing any part of Divine Service, though 
"invited so to do; interdicted the use of pen, ink, 
" and paper, except for the purpose of writing to his 
"family, and then it was required that his letters 
" should be examined and licensed " [by the leaders of 
the bandittty] "before they were sent off; though 
" Captain Sears condescended that he should be in- 
"dulged in writing a Memorial to the Honourable 
"Assembly. He received only one letter from his 
" family, and that was delivered to him open, though 
" brought by the post." Indeed, with characteristic 
bravado, and entirely conscious of his influence among 
those, in Connecticut, who were then controlling the 
Rebellion, Sears told his only remaining victim — the 
others having ransomed themselves from the hands 
of their captors with cowardly-made recantations — 
"that they did not intend to release him, nor to 
"make such a compromise with him as had been 
"made with Judge Fowler and Mr. Underbill, but to 
" keep him a prisoner, till the unhappy disputes be- 
"tween Great Britain and America were settled — 
" that, whatever he might think, what they had done 
**they would take upon themselves and support."* 

At that time, and, indeed, until 1818, the Govern- 
ment of Connecticut, under her Charter, like that of 
Rhode Island, was based on the Sovereignty of the 
King of Great Britain ; and the lawlessness of the 
Rebellion had not been permitted to disturb the forms 
and formalities of either her Executive or Legislative 
or Judicial Departments of Colonial Government — 
adroitly securing the monopoly of that Government 
Id the hands of the comparatively few by whom it 
was held under the Royal Charter of 1661, no matter 
what the result of the Rebellion might be— and all 
these were being carried on, in the several long-estab- 
lished forms, nominally in the name of the Sovereign. 
Knowing these facts, Mr. Seabury is said to have ap- 
plied to the Magistrates, in New Haven, for protec- 
tion and redress, since he was held in captivity, in 
that Town, by no pretense of legal process nor by any 
other authority than the individual will of the ruf- 



** which would be printed with the types taken from Mr. Holt, of Vlr- 

"ginia. 

"As witness my hand : 

'* Jonathan Fowlbb. 
"New-Havbt, NoTember 29, 1776." 

II. 
"Whereas I. Nathaniel Underhill, of Westchester, in the Prortnce of 
** New-Tork, did, some time ago, sign a Protest against the Resolves of 
"the Honourable Continental .Congress, which inconsiderate conduct I 
"am heartily sorry for, and do hereby promise, for the future, not to 
" transgress in the ylew of the people of this Continent, nor, in any 
"sense, to oppose the measures taken by the Continental Congress. 
"As witness my hand, in MeW'Haven, November 30, 1776. 

"N. Undirhill. 

" Mayor of the Bor<mgh of WetUihederr 
1 Memorial of Bamud Soabuqf to the General AnembJy of OmneeHent^ 
December 20, 1776. • 



fian, Sears, who was, at best, only a sojourner in that 
Colony and, subsequently, was sheltered by the Gov- 
ernor, on that ground ; but his application found no 
favor before those Magistrates, notwithstanding their 
authority was undisputed. He then sought the inter- 
ference of the local revolutionary Committee, with 
the same result. The Governor, also, dii^regarded his 
demand; and when the banditti who continued to 
hold him, a captive, in the midst of that Capital-town 
of the Colony, consented that he should memorialize 
the General Assembly of the Colony, which does not 
appear to have been, then, in Session,' no benefit to 
the memorialist, from the Legislature of the Colony, 
could have been intended.' 

While these proceedings were in progress, in Con- 
necticut, the revolutionary authorities, in New York, 
were almost equally unmindful of what was due from 
them, in the protection of the individual Colonists 
from the aggressions of their neighbors, and in the 
support of the autonomy of the Colony, which those 
from Connecticut were beginning to threaten^ — the 
Colonial Government and the armed vessels which 



s We are not insensible of the fact that it is said that Mr. Seabury^s 
Mimorial was laid before the General Assembly, • and referred to 
a Special Committee of seven members, of which William Samuel 
Johnson was the Chairman, and unto whom the Letter from the Provin- 
cial Congress of New York had been already referred, (Beardsley's Life 
and Correepondence of lit. Rev. Samuel Seatmry^ D.D , 4.3 ;) but in his 
recital of the circumstances, in his letter to the Venereble Society, on 
the twenty-olnth of December, 1776, Mr. Seabury made mention of 
nothing else than of his " puting in a Memorial to the General Assera- 
"bly," {Ihid^ 46 ;) and Mr. Hinman, who was Secretaiy of State, with 
the original Joumale before him, in his carefully-made synopsis of the 
doings of the General Assembly, from the opening of the May Sessiou, 
1774, until the close of the February Session 1778. stated that the Special 
Session of the General Assembly, which was assembled by special order 
of the Governor, on the fourteenth of December, 1775, closed Its busi- 
ness, and was a4Jonmed by Proclamation, on the same day ; that the 
Special Committee of which Mr. Johnson was Chairman, was appointed 
for an entirely different purpose ; and that the Session of the General 
Assembly which next succeeded that which was adjourned on the fonr^ 
teenth of December, 1775, was not commenced until the ninth of May, 
1776. {HiUorical CoUectionB of the part etutained by ConneeticHt m the War 
of the Revolution^ 198, 200.) General Peter Force, who diligently re- 
printed all the JownaU of the General A$»emblyf in his elaborate American 
Arohivee, made no mention of a Session of the General Assembly, be- 
tween that which was disK>lved on the fourteenth of December, 1775, 
and the ninth of May, 1776, as stated by Hinman. 

What mockery there was In that grace of the banditti, therefore, 
when it favored its captive with permission to memorialize an Assembly 
which had been dissolved, six days before the Memorial was written. 

* Memorial of Samuel. Seabury to the General Ateemhly of Conne^icnly 
December 20, 1775 ; Bamwi Seabury to the Venerable Society, " Nbw-Torx, 
*' December 29, 1776 " ; Joneses Hiatory of Sew Yori during the Revolutionary 
War, 1., 67, 68. 

* Besides the unceasing attempts to encroach on the territory of New 
York, and, in other ways, to Invade the Rights of the Colonists, in that 
Colony, which Connecticut and men from Connecticut were constantly 
making, Isaac Sears, on the occasion now under notice, with the evident 
purpose of throwing all the titles of properties, in New York, and all 
the domestic and business relations, therein, into confusion and uncer- 
tainty, in order to make the inroads of depredators more certain of suc- 
cess, " Intimated his design speedily to revisit this Province with a more 
" numerous body of the Connecticut RioterR, and to take away the 
" Records of the Province.*' {Governor Tryon to (he Earl of Dartmouth, 
No. 22, "On Board the Ship Dutchess of Gordoh New-York Haa- 
" BOUR, 6««" Dec' 1775.") 

The declarations of Colonel Watert>ury and Isaac Scars, on the same 
subject, subsequently, will be noticed hereafter. 



134 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



occupied the harbor and commaaded all the ap- 
proaches to the City, by water, and by whom a large 
armed force could have been thrown into the City, to 
protect the inhabitants from such outrages as that 
which is now under consideration, meanwhile, re- 
maining, apparently unconcerned, without raising a 
hand or firing a gun for that principal purpose of their 
presence in the Colony. 

In the evening of the day on which the outrage on 
James Rivington was committed, [ Thursday ^ Novem- 
ber 23, 1775,] Lancaster Burling and Joseph Totten, 
members of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New York, offered a Resolution, in that 
body, citing Isaac Sears, Samuel Broome, and John 
Woodward to appear before it, to answer for their 
conduct in entering the City, on that day, with a 
number of horsemen, in a hostile manner, which the 
movers of the Resolution considered a breach of the 
Association ;^ but on the following evening, probably 
because it was distasteful to the greater number, Mr- 
Burling withdrew the Resolution,^ rather than to see 
I it ignominiously defeated. 

Three days after the event, John Jay, with more 
self-respect and, certainly, with more respect for the 
honor of the Colony, notwithstanding he, also, ap- 
peared to take no interest in any other portion of the 
general subject, wrote a letter to the President of the 
former Provincial Congress, in which he warmly con- 
demned the proceeding ;' but, as has been stated, there 
was, then, no Provincial Congress to receive and to 
consider his protest. 

On the fifth of December, the General Committee 
of the City and County of New York returned to the 
subject and adopted a well-written Petition to the Pro- 
vincial Congress praying that that body would take 
measures to protect the inhabitants of the Colony 
from a renewal of such aggressions.^ 



I 3finiitet of the General CommUtee for the City cmd OovMtff qf Sew York, 
*' Thunday, November 23, 1775.*' 
< MhmlM qf Ike Qmterid OommiUee, etc., "Friday, NoTemb6r24, 1776/' 

3 The following are fala words, on the subject of the raid : 

* • « X The New-England exploit is much talked of« and ooqjec- 
** tares are numerous as to the part the Gonvention will take relattve to 
" it ; some consider it as an ill compliment to the Government of the 
*' ProvincUf and prophesy that you have too much Christian meekness 
*' to take any notice of it. For my own part, I uon't approve of the 
** feat ; and I think it neither argues much w sdom or much bravery ; at 
" any rate, if it was to have been done, I wish our own people, and not 
** strangerB, had taken the liberty of doing it 

" I confess I am a little Jealous of the honour of the Province, and 
*' am persuaded that its reputation can not be maintained without some 
** little spirit being mingled with its prudence." 

4 MiuMiM of the General OomrniOee of the Citu aatd OomUif of New York, 
** Tuesday evening, December 6, 1775." 

The record is in these words : 

" A Draft of a Petition to the honourable the Provincial (^ongrfss for 
** the Province of New- York, was read, and is as follows, via. : 

** * To THE HONOURABLK THB PROVINCTAL CONORJffiS FOR THE PrOV- 

• • iNCB or New- York. 

<« <Tbe PeUtlou of the General Committee for the City and County of 
*' * New-York, humbly sheweth : 
** * That a body of troops,* from a neighbouring Colony, did lately 



* It is evident, from these words, that it was, then, supposed to have 



Three days afterwards, \_December 8, 1775,] that 
vigorous demand for protection, made by the L cal 
revolutionary Committee of the City of New York — 
the Committee of Westchester-councy made no such 
movement, nor any other, in the matter — was pre- 
sented to the Provincial Congress, by which body, 
after some time had been spent ''in debates thereon," 
it was sent to a special Committee, of which John 
Morin Scott was the Chairman, with instructions to 
*' report thereon with all convenient speed." ^ 

Four days subsequently, IDecember 12, 1775,] a 
Report was made by the Committee, with a draft of 
a letter to be addressed to the Governor of the Colony 
of Connecticut, ''on the subject matter of the Gen* 
"eral Committee's Petition," both of which were 
violently opposed by those who were most revolution- 
ary in their inclinations. The debates were continued 
through two Sessions of the Congress, and various 
amendments were made in the letter, when it was 
adopted, Colonel Gilbert Drake and Stephen Ward, 
Deputies from Westchester-county, opposing the 
motion, and Colonel Lewis Graham, also a Deputy 
from that County, supporting it.' 



**< make their publick entry into the City, at noon-day, and did seize 
" * and carry off the types belonging to one of the publlck Printers of 
** 'this Colony, without any authority flrom the Continental or this Coa- 
'"gresSjyour Petitioners, or any other body having power to grant 
** * such authority. And being apprehensive th«t such Incursions, 
" * should they be repeated, will be productive of many great and evil con- 
" 'sequences to the Inhabitants of such place wherein they may be here* 
' ' after made, your Petitioners do therefore conceive it highly neoeeaary, 
*" in the present Ritnatlun of publick affairs, as well for tbesakeofinter- 
*' ' nal peace and harmony of eac^h Colony as for the maintenance of the 
" 'general union of the Continent, now happily subsisting, and so easen- 
"' tial, at this juncture, that each of the associated Colonies on the Con- 
" ' tinent should have the sole management and regulation of its publick 
" 'matters by its Congress or Committee, unless otherwise directed by 
" 'the honourable the Continental Congress. 

" * Your Petitioners do therefore most humbly pray, that this honour* 
" 'able House of Delegates would be pleased to take the premises into 
" ' their consideration, and devise some expedient to prevent, for the 
"'future, the Inhabitants of any of the neighbouring Colonies 
" ' coming into this, to direct the publitik affairs of it, or to destroy the 
" 'property or invade the liberty of its luhabitsnts, without the direcp 
"'tion of the Contineutal or this Congress, or the Committee of Safety, 
" * or the Committee of the County Into which such Inhabitants may 
" 'come, or of the Continental Generals, unless there should be an Inva- 
" ' sion made into this Colony. 

" ' And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, etc. 

" ' By order of the Committee.* 

" Ordered, That the same be fairly copied, and signed by the Chair* 
"tuan of this Committee, and delivered to the Chairman of the Con* 
"gresB." 

^JonnuUof the Provincial Oongrete^ "Friday morning, December 8, 
" 1776." 

^Jomyml qf the I^rovincial Congrete^ " Die Martis, 10 ho., A.M., Decem- 
"ber 12, 1776;" and the aame, "Die Martis, 3 ho., P.M., Deer. 18, 
"1775." 

The following is a copy of that very important letter: 

" In PROvnrciAL CoNOReas, 

" New-York, 12th Deer., 1776. 

"Sir: 

" Itgires us concern that we ara under the necessity of addressing 



been a regular military operation : that the fact was, then, unknown, 
thitt it was only an inroad of banditti, winked at, it is true, but without 
any authority, legal or revolutionary : that the Committee did not even 
suspect that the raiders were only an orgtuiized band of robbers, com* 
posed o^ly of the floatiug population of another Colony. 
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The Oovernor of Connecticut, regarding with rea- 
sonable contempt the feeble, if not the hypocritical, 
outpourings of such a bashful, if not such a double- 
faced,^ body as the Provincial Congress of New York 
then was — at the very moment when it was consider- 
ing the proposition to send a letter to him, on the 
subject of the raid which is now under notice, it was 
also balancing on the tight-rope of loyalty to the 
King and reconciliation with the Home Gk)vemment, 

'*70u on a subject that has given great diKontent to the inhabitant! of 
" the City and Connty of Mew-York. 

** We are informed by a Petition firom the Gene* al Gommlttee, that a 
"body of troope from your Colony lately made a public entry into this 
" City, at noon-day, and seised and carried off the types belonging to one 
"of the public printers, without any authority ftom the Continental or 
"this Congrea or their Conimlttife. 

" While we consider this conduct as an insult offered to this Colony, we 
" are disposed to attiibute It to an imprudent though well-iutended seal 
" for the pnbllc cause ; apd cannot entertain the most distant thought 
" that your Colony will approve of the measure. It is unnecessary to 
"use arguments to show the impropriety of a proceeding that has a 
" manifest tendency to interrupt that harmony and union which, at 
" present, happily subsists throughout, and is so essential to the interest 
" of the whole Continent. It is our earnest desire that you would take 
"the most efiectnal steps to preTent any of the people of your Colony 
"finomenteringinto this, for the like purposes, unless invited by our 
" Provincial Congress, a Committee of Safety, or the General Commit- 
"tee of one of our Counties, as we cannot but consider such Intrusions 
" as an invasion of our essential rights, as a distinct Colony ; and oom- 
" mon justice obliges us to request that you will give orden that all the 
" types be returned to the Chairman of the General Committee of the 
" City and County of New-York. We beg you will not consider this re- 
" quisitlon as an attempt to JustUy the man from whom the types were 
*- taken : we are fully sensible of his demerits ; but we earnestly wish 
" that the glory of the present contest for Liberty may not be sullied by 
"an attempt to restrain the Freedom of the Preu. 

" The same body of troops, we are Informed, seijeed the Mayor of the 
*' Borough of Westchester, the Rector of that Parish, and one of the 
"Justices of the County, and carried them to your Colony. Mr. Seabuiy, 
" we are informed, is still detained. If such should be the case, we must 
" entreat your friendly Interposition for his immediate discharge ; the 
" more ^specially as, considering his ecclesiastical character, which, per* 
" haps, is venerated by many friends to Liberty, the severity that has 
" been used towards him may be subject to misconstructions pn^udicial 
** to the common cause, and the more effectually to restrain such iucur- 
"sious whloh, If repeated, may be productive of mischief of the most se- 
" rions consequence ; and, as we would be exceedingly sorry to give 
"room for jealousies among individuals in your Colony that we are 
" desirous to daiup the spirit of Liberty or countenance any of its 
" enemies among us, we propose to apply to the Continental Congress, 
** not by way of complaint, but for such a general regulation, on this 
" subject, as may as well prevent such jealousies ss any future incur- 
" slons by the inhabitants of either Colony into the other, fur the appre- 
**hending or punishing any enemy or supposed enemy to the canse of 
" Liberty, without application to the Congress, the Committee of Safety, 
"or the Committee of the CounQr vrithin the jurisdiction of which such 
" persons shall reside^ or command of the Continental Congress. 

'* We are, Sir, with the utmost respect and esteem, 
" Your mo. obt. servts. 

" By order of the Provincial Congress. 
"To the Honble Joma. Tbumbull, "Math'l Wooduull, Prf^L 

" Gov. of the Colony of CkmnecticuC 

i It is proper to say. In this conuectiun, that the insincerity of the Pro 
▼incial Congress was never more t>oldly presented than In its Order con- 
cerning the disposition which was to be made of the letter which it had 
just ordered to be written to the Governor of Connecticut, in the matter 
of the raid of Conuecticurs ruffians — instead of ordering it to be furwurdeU 
to the Governor, it " Osdxbko, That the said letter be engrossed and signed 
" by the President, so u to be ready to be transmitted, whkn diexctxi).** 
{Journal of the Provincial Congreee^ **Die Martis, 3 ho., P. M., Deer. 12, 
" 1776.") 

Just ieh«m the Ccngreas ^* directed''' it to be "transmitted,'* is not 
known. 



under the leadership of Thomas Smith, one of the 
distinguished body of political acrobats of that name* 
— ^made no reply whatever to its letter, until the fol- 
lowing June, when he adroitly turned the scale 
against the complaining Provincial Congress, by re- 
minding it that the leader of the banditti was a 
resident of the City of New York^' doing business in 
that City, and, also, a member of the complaining 
Provincial Congress ; that he was, therefore, amena- 
ble, directly, to the Congress itself, for what he had 
done; and that it was not expedient, then, to call the 
rest of the banditti to account * — a conclusion which 
was perfectly reasonable while the complaining Con- 
gress complacently permitted the leader of the party, 
who was the principal offender, to go at large, within 
its own jurisdiction, without question concerning it. 
The long process of intercolonial diplomacy, on 
what, in this instance, would have been an inter- 
esting topic, had the parties in that diplomatic 
correspondence been honest and consistent, mi^ht 
have been productive of useful results; but they 
were neither consistent nor honest; and, like the 
greater part of other diplomacy, it consisted of little 
else than empty word^*, really meaning nothing and, 
really, producing nothing.^ 

While that feeble demonstration of her " independ- 
'* ence and dignity '* was being presented by the revo- 
lutionary authorities in New York, and there was no 
other demonstration, by either the Colonial Govern- 
ment or the armed force which occupied the harbor 
and commanded the City, the Rector of the Parish of 
Westchester, as has been already stated, remained in 
captivity, in the hands of the banditti who had seized 



> Vide page 141, post. 

'The notice of the raid which was published in The CcnneeHcvlJommal^ 
already copied Into this narrative, clearly indicated that Isaac Sean 
was only a temporary sojourner at New Haven, when he made that 
raid. 

< Oovemor Trumbull to the Preaident of the ProiHHcial Couffreee of New 
York, "Haettoed, June loth, 1776." 

6 The Provincial Congress evidently called the attention of the Delega- 
tion in the Continental Congress to the subject, as it promised to do, 
in its letter to Governor Trumbull ; and on the eleventh of January, 
1776, the Delegation wrote, in reply : " We highly applaud the spirit, 
" and, at the same time, respectflil manner in which you have supported 
"the dignity and independence of our Colony, and demanded reparation 
"on the subj(H;t of the Connecticut inroad. An Interposition, so rash, 
"officious, and violent gave us great anxiety, as it was not only a high 
"insult to your authority, but had a direct tendency to confirm that fatal 
"spirit of jealousy and distrust of our eastern brethren which has done 
"so much ii^ury to our cause, and which every wiaeand virtuous patriot 
" should study to suppress. The Government of Connecticut, we are 
"persuaded, will not only do you the justice which you havo required, 
"but adopt effectual means to restrain their inhabitants fhuu similar at- 
" tempts in future. In this expectation, we shall take the liberty 
" to defer the application to Congress which you direct, until we ai-v 
"favoured with a copy of Governor Trumbuirs anuwer to your letter.** 
{Philip JJxingtton, Jamti Duantj John Jay, Henry Wiener, and Wittiam 
Floyd to the Provincial Congree$, "Philadelphia, 5th January, 1776.") 

The Governor of Connecticut having, meanwhile, taken no notice 
whatever of the letter which the Provincial Congross had h ritten to 
him', in the preceding December, on the 8th of March, 1776, the 
latter informed the Delegation from New York In the (>>iitinental 
Congress, of tliat fact, {Jourmil of the Provincial Ck>uffreti, " Die Veneris, 
" 10 hu., A.M., March 8, 1776 ; ") but there seems tu huvo been no ac- 
tion, on that subject, in the former body, then or at any other time. 
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him and carried him from his home; and he was 
thus held by that law-defying gang of ruffians, in one 
of the Capital-towns of Connecticut, in which the 
Legislature was, then, in session, without the slightest 
attempt, by the legally constituted Government of 
that Colony, to interfere, either for the rescue of the 
captive or for the vindication of the Law of the 
land, which had been indisputably violated by those 
who held him. As has been stated, the captive was 
not permitted to hold a free intercourse with his 
friends ; the use of pen, ink, and paper, unless for the 
purpose of writing to his family, was interdicted ; and 
his correspondence with his family was subjected to 
examination by his captors. As a matter of favor, 
however, he was permitted to memorialize the General 
Assembly of the Colony within which he was held in 
captivity, although that Assembly had been dissolved 
by Proclamation of the Governor, six days previously; 
and, because that Memorial is a portion of the revolu- 
tionary literature of Westchester-county, to say 
nothing of its importance as an authority in history, 
a place for it may be properly found in the text of 
this narrative.^ It was in the following words: 

" To THE Honorable Genebal Assembly of the 
" Gov. AND Company of the Colony of Con- 
" necticut, now sitting in New Haven, in 
"said Colony, by special Ordek of his 
" Honor, the Governor. 

" The Memorial of Samuel Seabury, Clerk, A.M., 
** Rector of the Parish of We^t Chester, in the County 
" of West Chester and Province of New York, humbly 
"showeih: — 

" That on Wednesday, the 22d day of November 
"last, your Memorialist was seized at a house in 
" West Chester where he taught a grammar school, by 
" a company of armed men, to the number, as he 
" supposes, of abtiut forty ; that after being carried to 
"his own house and being allowed time to send for 
" his horse, he was forced away on the road to Kings- 
" bridge, but soon meeting another company of 
"armed men, they joined and proceeded to East 
" Chester. 

"That a person styled Captain Lothrop ordered 
" your Memorialist to be seized. That after the two 
" companies joined, the command appeared to your 
" Memorialist to be in Captain Isaac Sears, and the 
"whole number of men to be about one hundred. 
" That from East Chester your Memorialist, in com- 

1 a portion of this notable paper was published by Hinraan, in his 
H'alorical CoUecUont of the part attaUtined bff CknuuxUciU during the War of 
the RevoMUm, (pages 548-551.) Rer. £. £. Beardsley, D.D., in his L{fe 
and Corre$ponde»ce of Uie Bight Reverend 8<tmuel SeaJbury^ D. D., (Second 
Edition, 36-42,) published as nearly a complete and accurate copy of it 
as those who printed his book would peHuit him to gWe to )iis readers. 
It is believed that, with his kind aasistanoe, we have the privilege of 
laying an entirely accurate and complete copy of the original manu- 
script before our readers, from the copy of that original which was fur- 
nished to him by Charles J. Hoadley, the Librarian of the State Library, 
at Hartford, the custodian of that paper. 



" pany with Jonathan Fowler, Esq., of East Chester, 
" and Nathl. Underbill, Esq., of West Chester, was 
" sent under a guard of about twenty armed men' to 
"Horseneck,' and on the Monday following was 
" brought to this town and carried in triumph through 
" a great part of it, accompanied by a large number 
" of men on horsback and in carriages, chiefly armed. 
" That the whole company arranged themselves before 
" the house of Captain Sears. That after firing two 
"cannon and huzzaing, your Memorialist was sent 
" under a guard of four or five men to the house of 
" Mrs. Lyman, where he has ever since been kept 
"under guard. That during this time your Memor- 
" ialist hath been prevented from enjoying a free inter- 
" course with his friends ; forbidden to visit some of 
" them, though in company with his guard ; prohibited 
" from reading prayers in the church, and in perform- 
" ing any part of divine service, though invited by 
" the Eev. Mr. Hubbard so to do ; interdicted the use 
" of pen, ink, and paper, except for the purpose of 
" writing to his family, and then it was required that 
" his letters should be examined and licensed before 
" they were sent off"; though on Friday last. Captain 
" Sears condescended that your Memorialist should 
"be indulged in writing a Memorial to this Hon. 
"Assembly. That your Memorialist hath received 
" but one letter from his family since he has been 
" under confinement, and that was delivered to him 
" open, though brought by the post. 

" Your Memorialist begs leave further to represent, 
" that he hath heard a verbal account that one of his 
" daughters was abused and insulted by some of the 
" people when at his house on the 22d of November. 
" That a bayonet was thrust through her cap, and her 
**cap thereby tore from" [Act] "head. That the 
" handkerchief about her neck was pierced by a bay- 
" onet, both before and behind. That a quilt in the 
" frame on which the daughters of your Memorialist 
" were at work was so cut and pierced with bayonets 
" as to be rendered useless. That while your Memo- 
"rialist was waiting for his horse, on the said 22d day 
" of November, the people obliged the wife of your 
" Memorialist to open his desk, where they examined 
" his papers, part of the time in presence of your 
"Memorialist. That he had in a drawer in the desk 
"three or four dollars and a few pieces of small sil- 
"ver. That he hath heard that only an English 
" shilling and three or four coppers were found in the 
"drawers after he was brought away. .That your 
" Memorialist thinks this not improbable, as Jonathan 
" Fowler, Esq., informed him that a new beaver hat, a 
"silver-mounted horsewhip, and two silver spoons were 
" carried off from his house on said day. Mr. Meloy, 
"also, of this town, informed your Memorialist that 

* It will be observed tlmt Mr. Seabury did not regard his captors as 
"troops" or " Light Hoi-se*' or military men, of any clam: he evi- 
dently considered them as what are known aa " Irregulars ;" and, for 
that reason, culled them only "armed men." 

B Uoree Neck of that period is West Qroenwich of this. 
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he, the said Meloy, had been accaeed by Bome peo- 
ple of pointing a bayonet at the breast of a daughter 
of your Memorialist, desiring your Memorialist to ex- 
culpate him from the charge, to which request your 
Memorialist replied that he was not at his house but 
at his school house when the affair was said to have 
happened ; but that a daughter of your Memorialist 
met him as he was brought from the school house, 
and told him that one of the men had pushed a 
bayonet against her breast and otherwise insulted 
her; and your Memorialist remembers that when 
he left his house in the morning his daughter had a 
cap on, but when she met him near the schoo^ 
house she had none on and her hair was hanging 
over her shoulders. 

''Your Memorialist, also, begs leave further to 
represent that after he had been eight or ten days 
at New Haven, he was carried by Mr. Jonathan 
Mix, to whose care he was committed, to the house 
of Mr. Beers, innkeeper, in said town, where were 
Captain Sears, Captain Lothrop, Mr. Brown, and 
some others, whose names he did not know or does 
not recollect. That several questions were asked 
him, to some of which he gave the most explicit 
answers, but perceiving some insidioun design 
against him by some of the questions, he refused to 
answer any more. That Captain Sears then ob- 
served to him, if he understood him right, that they 
did not intend to release him, nor to make such a 
compromise with him as had been made with Judge 
Fowler and Mr. Underbill,* but to keep him a pris- 
oner till the unhappy disputes between Great 
Britain and America were settled. That whatever 
your Memorialist might think, what they had done 
they would take upon themselves and support. 
That your Memorialist then asked an explicit de- 
claration of the charges against him, and was told 
that the charges against him were : — 

''That he, your Memorialist, had entered into a 
combination with six or seven others to seize Cap- 
tain Sears as he was passing through the county of 
West Chester, and convey him on board a man-of- 
war. 

" That your Memorialist had signed a Protest at the 
White Plains, in the county of West Chester, 
against the proceedings of the Continental Con- 
gress. 

" That your Memorialist had neglected to open his 
church on the day of the Continental Fast. 

'*And that he had written pamphlets and news- 
papers against the liberties of America. 

"To the first and last of these charges your 
Memorialist pleads not guilty, and will be ready to 
vindicate his innocence, as soon as he shall be 
restored to his liberty in that province to which only 
he conceives himself to be amenable.* He considers 



1 Vide pagei 132, 13:), anta. 

* In our early manhoud, after a careful examination of ail tlie evidence 

18 



" it a high infringement of the liberty for which the 
" virtuous sons of America are now nobly struggling, 
"to be carried by force out of one colony into 
" another, for the sake either of trial or imprison- 

wliich was acceoBlble to us, we reached the concluilona that the celebra- 
ted political tracts of **A. W. Farm Eft" [a Wedelualer Fanner] which 
were pablished in 1774, and which created inch an intonae excitement 
among the reyolutionary faction, were written by Inao Wilkini, of 
Westchester, and not by the Rev. Samuel Seabury, also of Westchester, 
to whom they had been generally attributed. Several yean afterwards, 
those conclusions secured the respect and deference of one whose respect 
and deference, in such matters, were distinctions of which any one 
might have been reasonably proud, {Hiatorical Magwsine^ New Series, 
iii., 9 — January, 1868 ; ) and we have not since seen the slightest reason 
for revising our early Judgment, in that much canvassed question of 
anthonihip. 

Within a few months after the publication of those notable political 
essays, the satirist, John Trumbull, wrote his versified version of Gen- 
eral Gage's ProeUimatUm of the twelfth of June, 1775, in which. In the 
following lines, the well-informed author of that well-written piece very 
clearly indicated the person who, at that early date, wa« recognised am 
the detested ** A. W. Farmxr : *' 

*' What disappointments sad and bilkings, 

" Awaited poor departing W s; 

" What wild confusion, rout and hobble, yon 
*' Made with hU fanner, Don A. W.*' 

(Trumbuirs Origm of McFiHffal, 31, 32 ; ) and within six montlis after 
TrumbulPs publication, Samuel Seabury,in that portion of his Atemoriai 
to the GmercU AnenAly of Gonneeticut which Is now under notice, added 
his very clecu", very precise, and very unequivocal testimony, on the same 
interesting question. With these two independent pieces of evidence 
before him, the reader may easily ascertain with how much of accuracy 
that early judgment was formed. 

We are not unacquainted, also, with a paper, entitled T%e We$(eh«tter 
Fbrmtr^ written by D. Williams, and published in The Magaxine o/Atner- 
icon Hiatorjff viil., 117— February, 1882. It contains what purports to 
have been an unsigned draft of a Memorial supposed to have been 
addressed, or intended to have been addressed, by Samuel Seabury, sev- 
eral yean after the occurrences now under consideration, to the Oommis* 
sionen for adjusting the losses of the Loyal Uefugees, in which draft of a 
Memorial he claimed, if the paper is not something else than what it 
purports to have been, to have been the sout author of the ** A. W. 
"Farmrr" tracts, ss well ss of various other tracts and publications. 
But we are constrained to say that, whether the paper is what it purports 
to have been or not, and whether it was copied and delivered to the 
Gommissionen or not, of both of which we have grave doubts, there are 
evidences within itself of its entire untrustworthiness, in its recital of 
known facts ; that we do not believe, therefore, that it was written by 
Samuel Seabury, carefully and deliberately, if he really wrote it ; and 
that we need more evidence than we have yet seen, that he was capable 
of deliberately and undorstandingly telling or writing unqualified false- 
hoods, for any purpose, either while he was in Kew Haven, in 177/M}, or 
in Lond n, after he had received his Doctor's degree from Oxford Uni- 
venity, several yean afterwards. 

In view of the fact, if it is a fact, which Mr. Williams has copied from 
Boucher's Sermon*^ that a pension was granted to some other person for 
having done what, in this paper, was said to have been done by Seabury, 
it is very evident the British Government preferred to believe that Sam* 
uel Seabury was not the author of the " A. W. Farmrr " tracts nor of 
the other publications named in that draft of a Memorial, referred to in 
Mr. William's paper ; and that it acted, accordingly. 

We are not insensible of the fact that a great-grandson of Samuel Sea- 
bury, in a paper which was published in The Amerionn Quarierljf Church 
Review^ for April, 1881, without any supporting teetimony which any 
Bench in the country would have received as evidence, in any case, un- 
dertook the ungracious task of showing, by argument, that Samuel Sea- 
bury was not sincere, when he wrote the disclaimer which is now under 
notice ; that bis words, on the matter of his alleged authorship of the 
political pamphlets and newspaper articles inferred to, were artfully in- 
tended to mislead the General Assembl}*,- beneficially to himself; and 
that, in fact, notwithstanding what he and othen had said and written 
to the contrary, Samuel Sf'abnry was really the author of the '*A. W. 
" F.vRJiBR " tracts ! We must be excused, however, for dissenting f^om 
the conclusions of this younger member of the Seabury family, and for 
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" ment. Must he be judged by the laws of Connecti- 
''cut, to which as an inhabitant of New York he 
" owed no obedience ? or by the laws of that colony 
"in which he has been near twenty years a resident? 
" or, if the regulations of Congress be attended to, 
" must he be dragged from the committee of his own 
" county, and from the Congress of his own province, 
" cut off from the intercourse of his friends, deprived 
" of the benefit of those evidences which may be 
" necessary for the vindication of his innocence, and 
"judged by strangers to him, to his character, and 
" to the circumstances of his general conduct in life ? 
"One great grievance justly complained of by the 
" people of America, and which they are now strug- 
"gling agaiust, is the Act of Parliament directing 
" persons to be carried from America to England for 
" a trial. And your Memorialist is confident that the 
" supreme legislative authority in this colony will not 
" permit him to be treated in a manner so destructive 
" to that liberty for which they are now contending. 
" If your Memorialist is to be dealt with according to 
" law, he conceives that the laws of Connecticut, as 
"well as of New York, forbid the imprisonment of 
" his person any otherwise than according to law. If 
" he is to be judged according to the regulations of the 
"CongrcHs, they have ordained the Provincial Con- 
" gress of New York or the Committee of the county 
" of West Chester, to be his judges. Neither the 
"laws of either colony nor the regulations of the 
" Congress give any countenance to the mode of 
" treatment which he has met with. But considered 
" in either light, he conceives it must appear unjust, 
" cruel, arbitrary, and tyrannical} 

retaining our own well-considered opinion that Samuel Soabury wtw 
nothing elae than a learned, sincere, truthfUl, honorable, and fearless 
man, incapable of such dishonorable trickery as has been attributed to 
him. Others are at liberty, of course, to think differently. 

^ The reader of the two preceding paragraphs, in which the captive re- 
sponded to the first and fourth of the charges which his captors had pre- 
sented against him, cannot fail to find evidence, of the highest character, 
that, in his political opinions, Samuel Seabury was, at that time, as he 
had previously been, in exact accord with Isaac Wilkins and Frederic 
Philipee, also of Westchester-county ; and that he was and had been in 
accord with the great body of Americans, believing and maintaining that 
the Home Government had invaded the personal and political rights of 
the Colonists ; that the latter had Just reason for complaints and opposi- 
tion to the Colonial and Home Governments, because of those grievances ; 
that the Colonists were Justified in their opposition to those obnoxious 
measunes and to those who enacted and promoted the execution of them, 
as far as that opposition Involved no violation ot the Rights of Persons 
or Properties nor of the Laws of the Land ; and that the Continental 
Congress of 1774, until it passed beyond the prescribed limits of its 
authority, as that authority had been specifically defined by its constitu- 
ent Colonies, and until it assumed the unwaiTanted authority of legisla- 
tion, thereby closing the open door of reconciliation with the Mother 
Country, for the promotion of which it had been expressly and solely con- 
stituted, was worthy of the respect and support which were given to it, 
by nearly every one, In the Colony. In common with the great body of 
the Colonists, throughout the entire seaboard, he was sincere in his con- 
victions that the Colonies were suffering from the wrongs which had 
been inflicted on them by the Mother Country ; and he was willing to 
resort to all lawful means for their relief. But when the entire ma- 
chinery of the party of the Opposition was seized by those who only 
cared for the oflBces which they could secure and for the promotion of 
only a factional struggle for the control of the political power of the 
Colony, he preferred to remain among the conservatives, and to act, if 
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" With regard to the second charge, viz. : That 
your Memorialist signed a Protest against the pro- 
ceedings of the Congress, he begs leave to state the 
fact as it really is. The General Assembly of the 
province of New York, in their sessions last winter, 
determined to send a petition to the king, a 
memorial to the House of Lords, and a remonstrance 
to the House of Commons, upon the subject of 
American grievances;' and the members of the 
house, at least many of them, as your Memorialist 
was informed, recommended it to their constituents 
to be quiet till the issue of those applications should 
be known. Some time in the beginning of April, as 
your Memorialist thinks, the people were invited to 
meet at the White Plains to choose delegates for a 
Provincial Congress. Many people there assembled 
were averse from the measure. They, however, gave 
no other opposition to the choice of delegates than 
signing a Protest. This Protest your Memorialist 
signed in company with two members of the assem- 
bly, and above three hundred other people.' Your 
Memorialist had not a thought of acting against the 
liberties of America. He did not conceive it to be 
a crime to support the measures of the representa- 
tives of the people, measures which he then hoped 
and expected would have good effect by inducing a 
change of conduct in regard to America. More 
than eight months have now passed since your 
Memorialist signed the Protest. If his crime was 
of so atrocious a kind, why was he suffered to 
remain so long unpunished? or why should he be 
now singled out from more than three hundred, to 
endure the unexampled punishment of captivity 
and unlimited confinement? 
" The other crime alleged against your Memorialist is 
that he neglected to open his church on the day of the 
Continental Fast. To this he begs leave to answer : 
That he had no notice of the day appointed but 
from common report : That he recrived no order 
relative to said day either from any Congress or 
committee: That he cannot think himself guilty of 
neglecting or disobeying an order of Congress, 
which order was never signified to him in any way : 



he acted in any political movement, with the conservative rather than 
with the rovolutionary faction of the party of the Opposition. 

Whatever he may have subsequently become, and the persecutions to 
which he was subjected by those of the opposite faction of the Opposi- 
tion would have soured the most amiable of dispositions and have trans- 
foimed those who were more opposed to the Government than he into 
active " fHends of the Government,'* when this Mentorial was written, 
and previously thereto, Samuel Seabury, like Isaac Wilkins and Frederic 
Philipse and the De Lanceys and the great body of the fanners of Westp 
chester-connty and those who were not seekers for ofllces and official 
power and official emoluments, everywhere, aa far as they were po'iti- 
cally inclined, in any direction, were unchanged, conservative uienilteis 
of the earlier party of the Opposition to the oxistlng, governing Winistry, 
without either pretending to be or beinir, in the slightest degree, what 
were tlien known, distinctively, as " friends of the Governmeut," or what 
have subsequently become known by the technical term, as offensive as 
it was distinctive, of "Tories.** 

* Vide pages 55, 56, ante. 

»Vide pages 71-74, ante. 
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That a complaint was exhibited against your 
Memorialist to the Provincial Congress of New 
York, by Captain Sears, soon after the neglect with 
which he is charged, and that after the matter was 
fully debated, the complaint was dismissed : ^ That 
be conceives it to be cruel, arbitrary, and in the 
highest degree unjust, after his supposed offense has 
been examined before the proper tribunal, to be 
dragged like a felon seventy miles from home, and 
again impeached of the same crime. At this rate 
of proceeding, should he be acquitted at New 
Haven, he may [be] forced seventy miles farther, 
and so on without end. 

'^Further your Memorialist begs leave to repre- 
sent: That he has a wife and six children, to 
whom he owes, both from duty and affection, pro- 
tection, support, and instruction. That his family 
in a great measure depend, under the providence of 
Gk)d, upon his daily care for their daily bread. 
That there are several families at West Chester 
who depend on his advice as a physician, to which 
profession he was bred. That as a clergyman he 
has the care of the toivns of East and West Chester. 
That there is not now a clergyman of any denom- 
ination nearer than nine miles from the place of 
his residence, and but one within that distance 
without crossing the Sound ; so that in his absence 
there is none to officiate to the people in any 
religious service, to visit the sick, or bury the dead. 
*'Your Memorialist also begs leave to observe: 
That in order to discharge some debts which the 
necessity of his affairs formerly obliged him to con- 
tract, he, about a year ago, opened a grammar 
school,* and succeeded so far as to make it worth 
one hundred pounds, York money, for the year 
past. That he was in a fair way of satisfying his 
creditors and freeing himself from a heavy incum- 
brance. That he had five young gentlemen from 
the Island of Jamaica, one from Montreal, four 
children of gentlemen now in England, committed 
to his care, among others from New York and the 
country. That he apprehends his school to be 
broken up and his scholars dispersed, probably 
some of them placed at other schools, and that it 
may be difficult, if not impracticable, again to 
recover them. That if there should be no other 
impediment, yet if the people of West Chester are to 



iTRe roAanly leader of the banditti who seised Samuel Seabary and 
destroyed or carried away the property of James Rivington, had had a 
paUic oootroreny with the latter, and had been most ignomlnioiisly 
defeated, (deLanoey's Ifotet on Joneses Hittory of New York during the 
RerohUkmari/ War, 1., 561-^60.) The text of the Memorial of Bamuel 
Seabwy, in this place, indicated that the same disrepntable habittU of 
Jasper Drake^s Beekman's Slip unlicensed alehouse had also had a 
political tilt with the Rector of St. Peter's Church, in Westchester, with 
a similar result. The reader may gather lh>m those facts, without re- 
sorting to that general fact of the disappointment of Sears, in his scram' 
ble for "a high office in the American Navy,** of which Bancroft has 
made mention, just what was the reason that that ruffian was so 
lealoQB, in his pursuit of the two who had so signally defeated him. 

< Vide pages 128, 190, ante. 



** be liable to such treatment as your Memorialist hath 
" lately endured, no person will be willing to trust 
'' his children there. That in this case, your Memor- 
" ialist must lie entirely at the mercy of his creditors 
" to secure him from a jail, or must part with every- 
'* thing he has to satisfy their just demands. 

^* Your Memorialist, thinking it his duty to use all 
** lawful and honorable means to free himself from 
*' his present confinement, mentioned his case to the 
"judges of the superior court lately sitting in this 
''town. Those honorable gentlemen thought it a 
" case not proper for them to interfere in ; he has, 
" therefore, no remedy, but in the interposition of the 
" Honorable House of Assembly. 

" To them he looks for relief from the heavy hand 
"of oppression and tyranny. He hopes and expects 
" that they will dismiss him from his confinement, 
"and grant him their protection, while he passes 
"peaceably through the colony. He is indeed 
" accused of breaking the rules of the Continental 
" Congress. He thinks he can give a good account 
" of his conduct, such as would satisfy reasonable 
" and candid men. He is certain that nothing can 
" be laid to his charge so repugnant to the regula- 
"tions of the Congress, as the conduct of those 
"people who in an arbitrary and hostile manner 
" forced him from his house, and have kept him now 
"four weeks a prisoner without any means or pros - 
"pect of relief. He has a higher opinion of the 
"candor, justice, and equity of the Honorable House 
" of Assembly, and shall they incline to inquire more 
" minutely into the affair, he would be glad to ap-^ 
" pear at the bar of their house, and answer for him* 
" self; or to be permitted to have counsel to answer 
" for him ; or, in such way as they in their wisdom 
"shall think best, to grant him relief. And your 
" Memorialist, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

" Samuel Seabury. 

" Dated in New Hayek the 20th day of Decem- 
" ber, 1775." 

Three days afler this spirited Memorial was written 
— there is no record that it was ever laid before a 
General Assembly ' — as the brave Memorialist subset 

* We are not insensible of the fhct that Hinman, in hiB SldoHoai (hi- 
leeiione of the part euetaimed by CbimecfictU during Ote War of the RevohiUoni 
(poj^e 648,) stated that Samuel Seabury "brought his petition on the 
"20th day of December, 1776,* to the General Assembly of Oonnecticut^ 
" then sitting at New Haren ; "and^ further, {pttge 651,) that ** the peti- 
** tion, In the Assembly, wss referred to a Joint Committee of the two 
" Rouses, with William Samuel Johnson, Esq., as Chairman, who rtf- 
" ported that a letter had been received ftx>m the President of the New 
" York OongresB, on the subject ; and that to answer si^d letter, a pOb- 
" lie hearing should be had before both Houses of said Assembly/* We 
are not insensible, also, that Mr. Seabury addressed his Memorial ** To 
"the Honorable the General Assembly * * * now sitting in New 
" Haren, in said Colony, by special Order of his Honor, the Governor," 
(vide page 136, ante.) Bat the Journal of that Special SeeeltfH, called by 
the Governor, and sitting at New Haven, shows " the General Assembly 
" was a4Joumed by Proclamation, on the 14th da^ of December, 1776 ; ** 
and that there was no other Session of the Assembly, from the lattef 



• Thus stated in that work. 
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quently stated, "the gaog who took" [Aim] "pris- 
'* ODer thought proper to withdraw their guard and 
"let" [Am] "return" to his desolated home.' 

It was not pretended that either the Executive, or the 
Legislative, or the Judicial authorities of the Colony 
of Connecticut, none of whom had heen disturbed by 
the revolutionary element within that Culony and 
all of whom were enabled to discharge all their 
legitimate functions, had made the slightest move- 
ment fur the relief or for the release of the captive, 
who, during the preceding nearly five weeks, had 
been held in captivity, with the entire knowledge 
and acquiescence and in the presence of each of those 
several departments of the Colonial Government, in 
one of the Capital-Towns of the Colony. It was not 
pretended that any one of the seventeen banditti, 
residents of the Town of New Haven and known to 
all in authority, had been called to account, by any 
one in authority, for their flagrant violation of the 
Law of the land. On the contrary, it is evident that 
his captors had become tired, since they found that 
an able and courageous prisoner, such as Samuel 
Seabury was, was nut likely to be useful to either the 
general cause of the Rebellion or to those who held 
him ; and, therefore, without any official action which 
has been recorded, either by the official pens or by 
the traditional stylus of history— just as similar 
political prisoners, within the memory of living men, 
have been informally and unceremoniously ejected 
from places in which they had been lawlessly con- 
fined by warrant of no other miitimtts than the naked 
ipse dixit of reckless and law-defying political dema- 
gogues possessing a revolutionary power to issue such 
orders — the guards which had barred the outlet from 
his improvised prison were removed ; the doors were 
opened; and he was permitted to depart, without 
hindrance, and to return, without molestation, to his 
home and family. 

He reached Westchester, on his return, on the sec- 
ond of January, 1776 ; ' but his private affairs were 
very much disturbed; ' his School, on which he large- 
ly depended for the payment of his debts and for the 
more comfortable support of his family, was broken 
up ; * his present means were very limited— the ex- 
pense of his month's confinement, in the hands of the 
banditti, had amounted to the very large sum of ten 
pounds sterling' — his papers were so much scattered 



date until the second Thursday of the following May, see the same 
SiMLorical CoUecUotu, etc., 200. 

1 Bev. Samuel Seabury to the Secretary of the Venerabie Society, " New 
<* York, December 29, 1776." 

s ]ier. Samuel Seabury to the Venerable Soeiely, " WESTCHiarxR, Janu- 
" ary 13, 1770 ; " Bearddey's Ltfe and Oorreep<mdence of RL Bev. Samuel 
Seabury, D.D., 43. 

s Bev. Bamud Seabury to the Venerable Society, " Westchiestkr, Janu- 
" ary 13, 1776." 

* Beardaley^s Ltfe and Correepondence of BL Bev. Samud Seabury, D.D., 
48. 

ft Bev. Samuel Seabury to the Venerable Sooiety, " Wbstchsstbr, January 

" 13, 1776." 



that he was unable to discharge his official duties 
with propriety and accuracy ; ' he and his family were 
subjected to constant annoyances and insults ; ^ bis 
house was occupied, soon after, by a Company of 
Cavalry, who consumed or destroyed all the products 
of his Glebe, on which, to a considerable extent, his 
family was made dependent ; ^ he was thus made en- 
tirely dependent for support on his small stipend as a 
Missionary of the Venerable Society ; and, finally, 
like his friend and neighbor, Isaac Wilkins, he was 
compelled to seek shelter and safety in flight ' — when 
a favorable opportunity was afforded, he gathered 
such of his effects as could be conveniently carried, 
and, with his wife and six children, he fled, first across 
the Sound, to Long Island and, subsequently, to the 
City of New York.^° 

Need there be any surprise that, after such an ex- 
perience of what, in practice, were " the Liberties of 
"America," Samuel Seabury's political opinions under- 
went a radical change — that he ceased to be of the 
party of the Opposition to the Ministry then in place ; 
and that he became, decidedly and firmly, " a friend 
" of the Government," in other words, an unqualified 
and distinctive Tory ? " 

On the fourth of December, 1775, also during the 
period between the dissolution of the first and the 
organization of the second of the series of the Pro- 
vincial Congresses, the Governor of the Colony, Wil- 
liam Tryon, from his shelter, on board the ship 
IhitcheM of Oordon, lying in the harbor of the City 
of New York, evidently and reasonably encouraged 
by the backwardness of the Deputies to the Provin- 
cial Congress ; by the known inclination to peace, of 
a large majority, if not of nearly all, the Colonists; 
and by the countenance and expected support of 
sundry of the leaders of the Rebellion, addressed a 
letter to the Mayor of that City, Whitehead Hicks," 

• Ibid. 

7 Bev. Samuel Seabury to the Venerable Society, " New Tobk, December 
" 29, 1776." 

s Beardiiley'a Life and Correepondence ofBL Bee. Samuel Seabury^ D.D., 
48. 

* Samuel Seabary's name was on the flnt " List of Westchester-county 
"Tories," {Hudorieal Mamueripte, etc.: MteeeWmeoue Papert, xxxir., 
193.) In September, 1776, after reciting the diiaffection of Rev. Samnel 
Seabury, the Committee of Safety, five of the Westchester^onnty mem- 
bers being present, directed Colonel Joseph Drake, forthwith, to remoTe 
him from his home to the house of Colonel John Brlnckerhoff, at Fish- 
klU, to remain there till the farther order of the ConTention or the Com- 
mittee of Safety ; and that he be not permitted to leave the farm of the 
said Colonel Brlnckerhoff, except In company with the Colonel. At the 
same time Colonel Van tk>rtlandt, John Jay, and Robert Harper were 
directed to ascertain what property Mr. Seabury had which might be 
seized and sold for the payment for his boani and lodging, in his inTolnn- 
tary exile, (Journal of the OommiUee of Safety, " Die Mereurii, 9 ho., 
« A.M., September 11, 1776,") 

10 Beardsley's L^e and Correepondence of Bl. Bev. Samuel Seabury, D.D., 
60. 

11 Beardsley's Ltfe and Correepondence of the BL Bev. Samud Sea^ 
bury, D.D., 4»-60. 

w Oovemor 2Vy<m to the Mayor of the City of New York, "Ship Dutch- 
** Eflsor GoBooN, New York Harbour, 4th Dec. 1776.^' 

This letter appeared, in print, in Galileos New-York GoMeUe: and the 
Weekly Mercury, Mo. 1261, Mew- York, Monday, December 11, 1775. 
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enclosed in which was another letter addressed "To 
" THE Inhabitants OF the Colony of New York."* 
expressive of his hope that some measure might be 
adopted as the basis of an accommodation between the 
Mother Country and the Colony. It was written in a 
spirit of kindness and regard for the welfare of the 
country, probably as a feeler, and certainly after con- 
sultation with some of the leaders of the Rebellion ; 
and it was well-calculated to lead the revolutionary 
portions of the Colonists back to their duty and to 
peace, in which it appears to have been quite effec- 
tive — ''several of the Delegates" [in the Provincial 
Gmffrcss] "were favorably disposed," we are told; 
and there can be little doubt that by far the greater 
number of the Colonists, also, could their well-con- 
sidered and honest preferences have been safely ex- 
pressed, would have heartily concurred in the propo- 
siiion. 

It was not, then, generally known, but the revela- 
tions made by the publication of the records of that 
period have recently shown, that that letter was in- 
troductory to a movement toward a peaceful solution 
of the political troubles of the Colonies, which, if the 
letter should be well-received, the very able family 
of Smith, who had been among the originators and 
most earnest promoters of the Rebellion, and whose 
duplicity and hypocrisy are well known, was prepar- 
ing to direct and lead. Thomas Smith, one of the 
brothers, was a member of the Provincial Congress, 
and, of course, in all the councils of the party of the 
Rebellion, enjoying the confidence of those who were 

— - - ' — — • — _ .. -^ _ _ . - ■■■ — _ , ^_ 

I The following is a copy of that letter, taken from the New-York 
OoUmial M<m»9crifU^ ci., 123, in the Office of the Secretarj of State, at 
Albany : 
•* To THE Inhabitants of the Colony or N*w York : 

" I take this public Manner to signify to the Inhabitant! of this Pror- 
** ince, that his MiO^>t7 b*> been gracioosly pleased to grant me his 
" Boyal Permission to withdraw ftt>m the Go?emment ; and at the same 
" Time to assure them of my Readiness to perform ever Service in my 
" Power, to promote the common Felicity. If I am excluded from 
*' every Hope of being any Ways instrumental towards the Re-establish- 
** ment of that Harmony, at present interrupted between Grsat Britain 
'* and her Colonies, I expect soon to be obliged to avail myself of his 
*' Majesty's Indulgence. 

*' It has given me great Pain to riew the Colony committed to my 
*' care, in such a turbulent State as not to haTe afforded me since my 
** Arrival, any Prospect- of being able to take the dispassionate and 
** deliberate Sense of its Inhabitants, in a constitutional Manner, upon 
*' the Resolution of Parliament for composing the present Ferments in 
" the Provinces; A Resolution that was intended for the Basis of an 
*' Accommodation ; and if candidly considered in a Way in which it will 
" be most probably successful, and treated with that Delicacy and 
" Decency requisite to the Cultivation of a sincere Reconciliation and 
** Friendship, might yet be improved for the Purpose of restoring the 
'* general Tranquility and Security of the Empire. 

** I owe it to my Affection to this Colony, to declare my wish, that 
*' some Measure may be speedily adopted for this purpose ; as I feel an 
*' extreme Degree of Anxiety, in being Witness to the growing Calamities 
** of this Country, without the Power to alleviate them: Calamities 
** that must increase, while so many of the Inhabitants withhold their 
" Allegiance from their Sovereign, and their Obedience to the Parent 
" Country; by whose Power and Patronage they have hitherto been sus- 

" tained and protected. 

"William Tryon. 
*' Ship Dutchess or Gordon, 
" Harbour op New York, 4th Dec. 1775." ' 



concerned in them. Joshua Hett Smith, another of 
the brothers, whose unholy associations with General 
Benedict Arnold and Major John Andre, at a later 
period, are well known, was not, then, in any Com- 
mittee or Congress ; but, nevertheless, he was, at that 
time, one of the leaders of the Rebellion, out-doors, 
and was admitted to the inner councils of those who 
were its leaders. William Smith, the elder of the 
historical family of that period and allied to the Liv- 
ingstons, by marriage, was the most influential of all 
those who were, at that time, engaged in the political 
affairs of the Colony. He had been associated with 
William Livingston and John Morin Scott, in the 
historically famous '^ triumvirate." He had professed 
to approve the usurpations of len^islative authority 
and other questionable doings of the Continental C* in- 
gress of 1774 ; and he is known to have been an outside 
adviser of the factious minority of the Greneral Assem- 
bly, with whom and with whose inconsistency of action 
the reader is already acquainted. He was the life-long 
and confidential friend and the frequent host of Gene- 
ral Philip Schuyler ; and the correspondent, friend, 
and political adviser of George Clinton. He gave up 
his house, for the occupation of General Washington, 
when the latter occupied the City ; and, with much 
ostentation, he appeared to be largely in sympathy 
with those, in New York and elsewhere, who were in 
the Rebellion. But, notwithstanding all these, Wil- 
liam Smith adroitly avoided the placing of his name 
to the Chneral AsBodation of the Congress of 1774, 
that act which was made the political shibboleth, after 
the catchwords of "Rights'' and ''Liberty" had ac- 
complished their purposes and anew issue, that of an 
implicit obedience to the powers which were, had 
been made by those who were leaders in the Rebel- 
lion. He was, also, at the same time that he was thus 
masquerading as a confidante and an adviser of those 
who were leading the Rebellion and as a sympathiser 
with and promoter of the Rebellion itself, a Member of 
the Colonial Council of the King ; an intimate friend 
and confidential adviser of the Governor of the Col- 
ony, William Tryon — whose leanings toward the pre- 
tensions of the Livingston family were as distinctly 
seen as were those of the venerable Lieutenant-gover- 
nor, Cadwallader Colden, toward the pretensions of 
the more influential De Lancey family — and a secret 
schemer, aiming to promote the interest of his own 
fisimily by disarming the Rebellion of its strength' 
and, thereby, efiecting a reconciliation with the Home 
Government. 

As far back as the eighth of June or eighth of July, a 
Report had been made by a Committee which had been 
previously appointed to consider the subject, provid- 



s*The strength of the Rebellion was In the union of all the disaf- 
fected Colonies ; and, had he succeeded in withdrawing New York 
from the existing confederation, which he and all the Smiths eudeav* 
ored to do, that strength would have been impaired, and, possibly, the 
confederation of the Colonies effectually broken. 
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iDg '' for the diasolutloQ of this Congress and election 
" of a new Provincial Congress for this Colony ; " * but, 
very probably, nothing was really done and deter- 
mined on, concerning the subjects referred to. There 
was some action, in the Provincial Congress, on 
collateral subjects; but it was not until a much 
later period that that body was dissolved — on the 
fourth of November, either because of the absence 
of a quorum or for some other reason, no record of a 
formal adjournment having been made, the Provincial 
Congress ceased to exist ; and the works which it had 
done as well as its own existence, became matters of 
history. Sooner or later. History will assign each to 
the place to which it is justly entitled. 

It has been stated '^ that, as the out-come of the 
various labors of that body, on that subject, an Ordin- 
ance had been adopted by the Provincial Congress, 
on the twenty-seventh of October, providing for the 
Election of new Delegations to a new Provincial Con- 
gress, on the seventh of November, and for the as- 
sembling of that new Provincial Congress, on the 
fourteenth of that month; but there is no record of 
any such action, on the official Journal of that body ; 
and no copy of that Ordinance has been found, not- 
withstanding the most diligent search and inquiry 
have been made. Whatever may have been the form 
and character of the document, it is evident, however, 
that such an Ordinance was really adopted and 
promulgated, and that, agreeably to its provisions, on 
the seventh of November, a meeting was held at the 
White Plains, for the election of Delegates from the 
County of Westchester, to the coming Congress.' It 
is not stated in what manner nor by whom the elec- 
tion was made ; but it is stated that Colonel Lewis 



1 In the Jourmil of the Provincial Oongrem, of the sixteenth of October, 
it is said the Report was made "on the eighth of Ju^Iast;'* In the 
Jowrnai of that body, of the eighteenth of October, it is said the Report 
was made **on the eighth of June last ;" and in a memorandum ap- 
pended to the Journal of that body, of the nineteenth of October, stating 
that the Report was "wanted,'* it is said, also, that it was "of the 8th 
**J«(iM last.** In the tTotimaZ o/ the Provincial Gbngreaay ot neither of 
those days, however, does there appear the slightest mention of any such 
Report or of the sumect of it. 

* Miitute$ of Prooeedingn during the recete of the lYovincial Oongrett^ by 
their A^oumment onthe fourth of November^ 1775. 

8 The following document, copied from the original manuscript, (Hit- 
torical JlluntMcripto, etc. : OredentiaU of DdegateSy xxIt., 24, 67,) illusCrates 
this subject: 

" To THE Honorable the Provincial Conoress of the Oolont or 
"New York. 

" We the Committee for the County of Westchester do humbly certify 
** that at the Election of delegate to represent the said County in the 
" Next Provincial Congress to be held at New York the 14*^ instant, 
" which was this day held at the Court House of the said County, Colonel 
"Lewis Oraham^ Siq)hett Wordy Esq., Col. Joteph Drahey Robert Orahamy 
" Esq., John ThomaSy Jnn' Esq., Mr. William Patelmgy Major Ebenezer 
*' Lockwoody Col. Pierre Van Cortlandty and Col. Gilbert DraJcOy were duly 
" elected agreeable to the resolves of the Provincial Congress, to ropre- 
" sent this county until the Second Tuesday of May next ; and that it 
"was voted by the people that any three of the said Deputies shall act 
" for this county. Dated the 7th day of November, 1775. 

"By order of the Committee, 

"Gilbert H. Drake, CSutirman, 

" A true copy fhim the minutes taken by 

" MiOAH ToWNSBND, Clerk of the OonunUtee.** 



Graham, Stephen Ward, Esq., Colonel Joseph Drake, 
Robert Graham, £sq., John Thomas, Junior, Esq., 
William Paulding* Major Ebenezer Lockwood, Col- 
onel Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Colonel Gilbert 
Drake ^ were elected; and that any three of these 
should have authority to represent Westchester-coun- 
ty in the coming Provincial Congress — Gouverneur 
Morris, James Van Cortlandt, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
James Holmes, and David Dayton, all of whom had 
been members of the preceding Congress having been 
dropped, and Major Ebenezer Lockwood and Col- 
onels Pierre Van Cortlandt and Gilbert Drake sent 
in their stead. 

The day appointed for the organization of the new 
Provincial Congress was the fourteenth of November; 
but, on that day, there was not even a respectable 
minority of the Delegates present, which may well be 
considered as indicative of the coolness with which the 
Rebellion was regarded by the great body of the Col- 
onists, in New York, even at that early period ; and 
of how little warrant there had been, in fact, for the 
outrages which had been committed by the preceding 
Congress and by its Committees, in their name. 

Day by day, the handful of punctual Delegates 
met and adjourned. They amused themselves by dic- 
tating letters to the Committees of the faltering 
Counties, urging the attendance of their several Dele- 
gations, ** in order that the business of the great cause 
''we are engaged in may be no longer delayed or 
" neglected." * Threats were made, in some in- 
stances, that " the Continental Congress" might " find 
" it necessary, for the public service and for the want of 
"a Congress, to put the Colony under a Military 
" Government, directed by a Major-General and an 
" Army, and that at the sole expense of this Colony," 
adding that " many Gentlemen present are apprehen- 
" sive " that such " would be the consequence if a Con- 
" gress [were] not speedily formed, so as to proceed to 
"business," etc.* On the first of December, the Commit- 
tee of Orange-county was asked — the second request of 
the kind — "that you will not delay sending down your 
"members by next Monday morning, that the public 
" business may no longer suffer for the want of a repre- 
" sentation of your County ; for such is the perilous 
" state of America, and this Colony in particular, that 



4 It will be seen that eight of the nine Delegates thus elected carried 
titles with their names— the terms '^Esq.'* and "Mr." at that time, 
having recognized places in the order of rank— and that only one of tlie 
nine, William Paulding, was low enongh, in the social rank, to be a 
plain, untitled van. 

^ These words, taken fh)m the letter sent to the Delegates-elect of 
Kings-county, on the twenty-second of November, represent the sub- 
stance of those sent to the Committee of Orange-county, on the follow- 
ing day : to the Delegates fVom Bichmond-county in the preceding Con- 
gress, on the twenty-fourth of November ; and to the Delegates-elect 
and to the Committees in the several Counties of Tryon, Charlotte, Cum- 
berland, Orange, Kings, and Ducheas. on the first of December. {Minulea 
of the Proceedingt during the Recem of the Provincial CongreeHy by their 
At^ournment on the fourth of November, 1775.) 

These were sent, on the first of December, to the Committees of 
Tryon, Charlotte, and Cumberland-counties, respectively. 
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** a Convention of the Deputies is absolutely necessary, 
" with the utmost despatch." To these pressing words, 
the following threat was appended : ** But if, after 
" such repeated applications to your County, to be in 
'* Congress, by their Deputies, if you continue to ne- 
" gleet a measure so necessary for your reputation and 
" safety, you must not complain if the Congress de- 
'' termine upon matters relative to your County, in 
"common with others, although yours should, by 
" your inattention, be unrepresented." ^ Richmond- 
county was not inclined to send a Delegation ; ' and 
was, first, coaxed to elect a Delegation, and, finally, 
threatened.' How much more, which was not re- 
corded, that handful of the leaders of the Rebellion, 
in Colonial New York, said and did, for the intimida- 
tion of those who were less zealous, in that cause, is 
not now known ; but the careful reader will not fail 
to inquire, without obtaining an answer, why the 
Home Government failed, during that long interval 
of hesitation and of doubt among the greater number 
of the Colonists, to strengthen the Colonial Govern- 
ment in the maintenance of order and obedience to 
the Laws ; why those who were not inclined to rebel- 
lion were not protected in the quiet possession of 
their properties and in the peaceful pursuit of their 
respective vocations ; and why the price which would 
have obtained the marketable leaders of the Rebellion, 
for the use of the Home Government, was not paid, 
as the smaller and more effective investment,* or, if 

1 Letter to the Committee of Orange-oomtt^^ " NeW'Yo&k, December Ist, 
*' 1775." 

* Letter from Paul Micheau to Robert BeneoH^ *' BlCHMaND-OOUNTY, De* 
" camber l»t, 1775." 

* *' The evil oonflequencea that will attend the not haying a Provincial 
" Congreaa to determiae on the measuree neceoarj to be adopted and 
" carried into execution, at this unhappy crieis, are more easily cun- 
" ceived than expressed ; and rest assured, Gentlemen, that the neigh 
"bonring Coloulos will not remain inactive spectators, if you show a 
*' disposition to depai't fix>m the Continental Union. Confusion and dls- 
" order, with nuniberlees other evils, you must suppose, will attend the 
*' want of a Congress for the government of this Colony, until a rocon- 
*'ciliation with the Mother Country can be obtained," {Letter to the 
Committee of Jiichmond-countg^ '*Nsw-Yobk, 2d Dec. 1775.") 

< It is very .well known that the Morrises were eealous loyalists, in 
Europe as well as in America, until the family lust its hold on the Colo- 
nial Government, by the removal of the elder Lewis, from the of9ce of 
Chief Justice of the Colony. The appointment of Thomas Hutchinson 
to the Bench, to which James Otis, the elder, aspired, transferred the 
weight and influence of the Otis family from the side of the Government 
to the leadership of the Opposition, in Massachusetts. Israel Putnam 
was too highly appraised for the Boyal shambles, and so remained in the 
market, until, on the demand of the Livingstons, he was placed where he 
could do no further harm. The greater success of Bei\jamin Pratt, of 
Boston, and, subsequently, that of Daniel Horsmauden, in the race for 
the place of Chief Justice of the Colony of New York, when James De 
Lanoey died, added fresh bitterness to the Morrises, in the disappoint- 
ment of Bobert Hunter Morris ; and the disappointment of William 
Smith, on the same occasion, threw the Smiths into the front rank of 
the malcontents, in New York. Egbert Dumond, of Ulster- county, is 
said to have become informer of Congrersional secrets to Governor Tryon, 
provisionally, with a hankering after the Shrievalty of Ulster-county, as 
James Duane had oonimunicated the secrets of the Congress of 1774, to 
Lieutenant'govemor Colden, undoubtedly for an equivalent, presi'ut or 
prospective. Who supposes that C-eptiUu Gilbert Livingston, of Arnold's 
American Legion, and Bobert G. Livingston, Junior, that Philip John 
Livingston, the Boyal Shoriif of Duchess-couuty, and his brother, John 



the heroic treatment of the troubles was preferred, 
why those leaders were not arrested and punished, as 
other and less distinguished violators of the peace 
were wont to be punished, in America and elsewhere. 
On the first of December, competent Del^ations 
appeared from the five Counties of New York, Al- 
bany, West-chester, Ulster, and Suffolk, with insuffi- 
cient Delegations from Kings and Duchess, and no 
portions of such Delegations from Richmond, Queens, 
Orange, Tryon, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Char- 
lotte-counties ; and, consistently with usage and the 
Rules of the preceding Congress, " the Representa- 
"tives of a msjority of the Counties not being pres- 
" ent," those who were present " could not proceed to 
** business, as a Congress."^ On the sixth of that month, 
competent Delegations appeared from the five Counties 
of New York, Albany, Westchester, Duchess, and 
Suffolk, with insufficient Del^ations from Kin^s, 
Ulster, and Orange-counties, and no portions, of such 
Delegations from the Counties of Richmond, Queens, 
Tryon, Cumberland, Gloucester, or Charlotte; at 
which time, directly in violation of the rulingH, on 
the first of that month, they declared that ** the 
" Deputies from a majority of the Counties appeared," 
— a falsehood, which, to have established its true 
character, needed only a reference to the Crfdentiais 
which were filed, as thMr several authorizations, by 
the respective Delegations, — organized a Congress, 
and proceeded to the discharge of those duties to 
which they had respectively asaigned themselves.' 
There were five Delegations present, on the first of 
December, when it was declared that "the Represen- 
" tatives of a majority of the Counties not being pres- 
"ent," those who were present " could not proceed to 
" business, as a Congress :" five days afterwards, 
when no more than five such Delegations appeared, 
with an elasticity of conscience and of action which 
was worthy of those who were present, what had been 
declared, undi r similar circumstances, at their former 
meeting, was entirely disregarded ; and what, at that 
former meeting, was said to have been insufficient 
to have allowed the five Delegations who were then 
present, '* to proceed to business, as a Congress," was 
declared, in this later meeting, to be sufficient 
to permit five Delegations — four of the five having 
been of the former five — to do what the former five 
*' could not '' do : with the authorized Delegations of 



W. Livingston, Captain in Fanuing's King's American Begiment, were 
not the better exponents of the real opinions of that oflice-seeklng 
family of Livingstons *, and who can doubt, with the roster of subsequent 
office holding Livingstons before hiui, that much of additional influence, 
in favor of the Home Government, might have been secured from that 
family and its adherents, had that Government been as g^ uenms in the 
disposition of offices to members of that peculiarly office-seeking family, 
as the revolutionary authorities and the subsequent State Government, 
in New York, unquestionably were ? 

i Minuiee of the Procfeding$ during the receesof the Procincial Congrtee^ 
"New York, Friday, Dec. 1st, 1776." 

^Jourmdofthe Provincial Onymt, "Wednesday niomlug, December 
•• 6th, 1776." 
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only five of the fourteen Counties then present, the 
Journal of the Provincial Congress bearing testimony 
to that fact, it will be seen and understood that the 
record which stated that '^ the Deputies from a ma- 
" jority of the Counties appeared/' is a false record ; 
that there was, really, no quorum present, even under 
the rule and usage of that revolutionary body ; and 
that, tested by that rule and that usage, even from 
the convenient standpoint of rebellion, the Congress 
was not properly constituted and was without due 
revolutionary authority — of course, it possessed no 
other authority, in the slightest degree.^ 

What was thus called a Provincial Congress, elected 
Colonel Nathaniel WoodhuU, of the County of Suf- 
folk, to be its President ; and John McKesson and 
Robert Benson, the Secretaries of the former Pro- 
vincial Congress, were elected Secretaries of that.* It 
assembled, day by day, until the twenty-second of 
December, when it took a recess, leaving a Commit- 
tee of Safety to discharge some of the duties which it 
had undertaken to perform.' That Committee, of 
which Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, of Westchester- 
county, was the Chairman, continued in session, 
until the twelfth of February, 1776, when the Pro- 
vincial Congress was again assembled ; *• and that 
Congress continued in session, until the sixteenth of 
March, in that year, when it took another recess, 
leaving, as before, a Committee of Safety, to discharge 
some portions of its self-imposed duties, during its 
absence.^ That Committee, of which Joseph Hal- 
lett, of the City of New York, was the Chairman, con- 
tinued in ses;iion, until the 8th of May, 1776, when the 
Provincial Congress was again assembled — ^it is writ- 
ten that " several matters of the. utmost importance, 

I JohnLeflfertm appeartsd in the GoogreBB, nominally from Kings-coun- 
ty ; but he did not pretend to offer a Credeniial^ nor any other, even the 
slightest, evidence that he had been appointed, by any one, to appear as 
a represeutative from Kings-county or in any other capacity, in the 
Pruviucial Congreas or elsewhere. 

Peter Clowes was said to have represented " Goshen Precinct in Orange- 
*' county ; " bat the OredentUda which were filed from Orango-county de- 
clared that two Delegates should be required to represent that Ciounty ; 
aud that only when one such Delegate should appear in the Congress 
from "the North side of the Mountains'* [the HighlandUi] and one from 
the " South side " of those Highlands— Orange -county, at that time, in- 
cluding what, now, is Rockland-county should that Delegation be 
complete aud authorised to represent the County. As there vfBS only 
one, instead of two. Delegates ; and because those Towns which were 
below the Highlands were entirely without a representative, there wss 
no Delegation from Orange-county, in tlie Congress. 

Thomas Palmer and Moses Cantine were the only Delegates, out of the 
seven who had been elected, and who were present, to represent Ulster- 
couuty ; but thuee who had elected them aud giver, to them all the au- 
thority which it was said they possetved, luid declared that three of tibose 
seven should be required to constitute a duly authorized Dolegxtlon 
from that County. The two, therefore, left Ulster-county without a 
competent Delegation. 

^Journal of the ^ovmeitU Congreu^ "Wednesday morning, December 
"6th, 1776." 

^Jcmrual of the Provincial Congrew^ " Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., Decera- 
"ber22nd, 1775." 

* JotinuU of the Provincial Congrem^ "Die Lunee, A.M., February 12th, 
"1776." 

^JowmoL of (he Provincial Oongree*^ "Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., March 
••16th, 1776." 



'' as well to the United Colonies, in general, as to this 
" Colony, in particular, rendering it necessary for a 
** speedy meeting of the Provincial Congress of this 
" Colony, the Committee of Safety, therefore, or- 
^'dered Circular Letters to be sent to all the mem- 
*'bers, requesting their attendance, in Provincial 
'' Congress, at New York, on the first day of this inst. 
^'May. On that day, and every day, since, many 
^' members attended, but not a sufficient number to 
'*make a Congress,' until this afternoon" [^May 8, 
1776,] ^ when a quorum was found to be present, and 
the business was resumed and continued until the 
afternoon of the thirteenth of that month, when the 
Congress was dissolved.^ 

During that short period of about six months, the 
progress of events, in America, was peculiarly re- 
markable. 

«#**♦«♦» 

The entire Colony, as far as Commerce, Trade, and 
the Mechanic Arts were concerned, was plunged into 
the greatest distress : ' the seamen were idle, in the 
Ports, because there was an interdiction of Commerce 
with foreign Ports; and commercial Non-inter- 
course prevailed : *^ the Mechanics and Work- 
ing-men in the Cities — some of whom had been 
the ever-ready and noisy tools of the dema- 
gogues of faction, in the earlier days of the dis- 
turbances — were suffering, unemployed : " to add to 

^ That old story of the dilatorineii of the country members, even ia 
the face of the most pressing necessities and of the most urgent calls, cer- 
tainly confirm the reports that the great body of the Colonists, especially 
that of the country-people, was lukewarm and indifferent, if they were 
not positively unfriendly, to the Rebellion. If the leaders among the 
disaffected, and surely no others were sent to the Provincial Congress, 
were as tardy, in their attendance, even when the most urgent appeals 
for their attendance were sent, as these were, in the preceding December 
aud in May, 1776, how much more indifferent must those have been, 
who had other and legitimate demands on their time and attention, and 
by whom an ofilce was neither looked for nor desired. 

7 Journal of the Provincial Congreu^ " Die Mercurii, 4 ho., P.M., May 
"8th, 1776." 

^Journal of the Provincial Cbn^em, " Die Lnnae, 3 ho., P.M., May 13, 
"1776." • 

There it no record of a formal adjournment ; and it l(X>ks very much 
as if the end of this Congress was like Its beginning, without a quorum. 

^The Committee of Safety to General Sckufier, "In Coumittxe of 
"Safety, New Tobk, 17th Jany., 1776," and Geneml ScfHipler''a repty^ 
" ALB.VNY, January 25, 1776 ;" Jownal of the OommiUee of Safety ^ "4 ho., 
" P.M., Feb. 10, 1776 ;" etc. 

10 The action of the Continental Conges* of 1774, concerning the Com- 
merce of the Colonies, may be seen in the Aedbeiation which it " recom- 
•• mended." 

"We beg leave to hint, that in the present declension of Trade, the 
" seamen of this Port ought to be employed upon this Article of service " 
[batteaux-men, for the Northern Army^] "as well as that of building 
"batteaux," {Committee of Safety to General Scht^ler^ "In Commtttkr or 
"SArETY, Nkw-Yoek, 17th Jany., 1776.") 

It " We would beg leave to mention it as necessary to employ as many 
"of the Carpenters of this City, as possible" [in the conttrvcHan of 
batteaujt, for the Northern Army] "to prevent them and their families 
"from starving by means of the stagnation of business, which is more 
"severely felt in this City than in any other part of the Province," 
(Tlie Committee of Safety to General Schuyler^ "In Committu or 
"Safety, New- York, 17th Jany., 1776.") 

" I c .u easily conceive that It is very difficult, at New-York, for arti- 
" fleers to procure a subsistence for their families^the like difficulty 
"prevails here," {General Schuyler to the Committee of Safety^ "Albany 
"January 25, 1770.") 
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their troubles, the troops from Connecticut, who had 
been unnecessarily brought to the City of New York 
— ** the moyement seemed to have for its end to coerce 
" rather than to defend New York * " — who were unem- 
ployed, endeavored to make additions to their military 
pay, by underbidding the local mechanics, for work 
to be done, in that City : ^ and the Provincial Con- 
gress was compelled to seek employment, for both 
classes, elsewhere ; ' to establish manufactories for the 
employment of them ; * and to supply provisions and 
firewood, to prevent their families from starving or 
perishing from the cold.' As many as could do so, 
said to be one-half of the population, abandoned the 
City of New York, with their families, to find safety 
and employment and charity, elsewhere ; * and many, 
driven by necessity ^ and the neglect of the Govern- 
ment to protect them,^ as well as for the promised pay 

8«e, also, the Memorial of the Vatry of the Citff of New York to the fVo- 
vmeial Oongreee, " lUy 30, 1776 ;*' etc. 

1 BaDcroft't Hietorg of the United Statee, origiiua editton. Till., 278 ; the 
eame^ centenary edition, t., 185. 

s " The Begiment here, from Connecticut, can turn oat many Garpen- 
** ten, who consent to work upon mach more raaaonable terma than the 
"artifloera of this Gl^. It would, I Imagine, be worth while to pro- 
** Tide, if possible, a sufficient number of tools : when the present work 
«*i8 done, these tools cannot be considered an idle purchase : they will 
** always be useful," {Gcnend Charlee Lee to the Provhteial Congreee, 
"N«w-T0BK, February 22, 1776.") 

Already proTided with quarters, rations, and pay, as soldiers, and 
without tools, these men could well afford to underbid the local 
Mechanics, whose houserents, food, and other expenoes, including their 
expenslTe tools, must be proTided for, by themselTes. But how dreary 
the times must haTe been, eTeu in Connecticut, when her Artisans, were 
compelled to go into the Army, in order to gain their needed shelter 
and their daily bread. 

*The OommiUeeof Safety to Oensral Se&uyler, "Iir CoMMiTTn, Nxw- 
"YOBX, 17th Jan'y., 1776." 

* Jountal of ihe CommUtee of Bafeiy^ " Die Mercurll, 10 ho., A.M., 
*• Jany. 24, 1776 ;" the some, " Die Sabbatl, 3 ho., P.M., Feby. 3, 1776 ;" 
ihe eame, *'Die Yeneris, 10 ho., A.M., Feb. 9, 1776 ;" JounuU of the Pro- 
viHeial Oongreee^ «Die Veneris, 4 ho., P.M., March 8, 1776." 

« Jowwd of the OommiUee of Safety, " Die Sabbati, 3 ho., P.M., Feby. 3, 
"1776 ;" Ihe tame, "Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., Feb. B, 1776 ;" Journal 
of the Provuteial Omgreet, '* Die Veneris, 4 ho., P.M., March 8, 1776." 

Monies were also " advanced to the distressed wires and flrlends of sun* 
" dry soldiers, now in Canada, in the service of the united Colonies," {Jour- 
nal of (he Provincial Oongreee, " Die Veneris, 4 ho., P.M., March 8, 1776.") 

* "The Inhabitants of this City are much alarmed at various confident 
'* advises of your destination, with a considerable body of forces, for 
" active service, here. * * * We should not have troubled you with 
"this application, had it not been to procure such information from you 
" as may enable us, in a prudent use of it, to allay the fears of our in- 
" habitants, who, at this inclement season of the year, will continue, as 
" they have already begun, to remoTe their women and children, and 
** which, if continued, may occasion hundreds to perish, for want of 
** shelter," (The ChmmUiee of Safely to General Charlee Lee, "In Comiiit- 
"TXBorSAFBTY, Nkw-Tobk, 21st Jauy, 1776.") 

" This City is In Terror and confusion : One half of its Inhabitants 
" haTe withdrawn wtth their effects, hundreds without the means to 
"support their families," {Governor Tiyon to the Earl of Dartmouth^ 
•*8hip Dutchess of Gordon off New York 8* FebJ 1776.") 

See, also, the Order of the Provincial Congreee to the mtUe Rtfugeee, to 
retnm to the City— Journal of the Provincial Omgreee, " Die Veneris, 10 
"ho., A.M., May 10, 1776 ;" Memorial of the Veetry of the City to the 
Provincial Otngreee, May 30, 1776 ; etc. 

T Wmiam Smith, Chairman, to the Committee of Safety, "Suffolk- 
" oouNTT, Jany 24, 1776 ;" 

i Governor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth, No. 22, "On Board the 
"Ship Dutchxm of Gordon Nbw York Harbour, 6th Deer. 1776 ;" the 
eame. No. 26, " On Board thb Ship Dutchess of Gobdon New York 
" Habboub, 3d Janry 1776 ;" etc. 

14 



ia what was circulated as moneys' were led to enlist 
in the short-term levies which then constituted the 
Continental Army, carrying into that service no 
greater sympathy for the Rebellion than they had 
previously possessed, and discharging the duties 
which were thus imposed on them, with perfect 
unconcern and with no greater animus than was 
produced by the expectation of receiving the stipu« 
lated payment for the services which were promised. 
Indeed, the extent and character of the sympathy 
with the Rebellion, as a matter of principle, which 
prevailed among the Colonists, generally, may be 
seen, very clearly defined, in their hesitation ti take 
the field in support of it, even where no enemy was 
and where none was expected,^ and in their precision 
of movements, homeward, when the terms of service 
of those who had been induced to enlist had expired. 
There appears to have been a foundation in fact for 
what Governor Tryon wrote to the Home (Joyem- 
ment. that ^* was it not from the awe of the inhabit- 
*' ants of the neighboring Colonies and the controul- 
" ing influence of the Continental Congress I am per- 
" suaded there would be an immediate End, in this 
*' province, to all Committees and Congresses.'*" 

As the period of time which is now under review 
INovember 4, 1776, until May 14, 1776,] included the 
later Autumn, the Winter, and the Spring, the farm- 
ers of Westchester-county, as far as they were per- 
mitted to do so, undoubtedly pursued their usual vo- 
cations, with their usual diligence and quietness — 
they certainly harvested their various agricultural 
productions, and marketed the surplus of their crops,'' 

***With many, the principal inducement to enlist arises fVom the 
"hopes of Cash." — Abraham Yateey Junior, Chairman, to Ihe OommHtee of 
Safely, " Albant Ooxmittee Chambbb, 11th April, 1776." 

10 In Orange-county, "none but the lowerelassof mankind wUl enlist ; 
"and these were conceived not to be the men to be depended on," 
{EUhu Marvin, Chaimutn, to the Provinoial Oongreee, "In County Com- 
"MiTTEc, Oxfobd, Feb. 16, 1776.") In Dnchev-county, enlistments 
could be made only on the stipulation that the men thus enlisted should 
not be required to do seitice outside of the Colony of New-York, {Zephe- 
niah Piatt, Chairman, to the Provincial Congreee, " Poughkebphie, Feb. 9, 
"1776.") In Albany-county, the recruiting-offlcen "found great dlfB- 
"culties for want of money," {The Albany Committee to the Committee of 
Safety, "Albany, 2 April, 1776.") The enlistments were so lew in num- 
her, in Queens-county, that the recruiting-officers abandoned the under- 
taking, {Journal of the Committee of Safety, " Die Mercnrli, 10 ho., 
" A.H., May 8, 1776.") In the City of New York, the success was so 
small that the recruiting-offloeri were dismissed, '** wtth great re- 
"luctance," and their Bereral recruits consolidated, {Journal of the 
Provincial Oongreee, " Die Jovis, ho., A.M., May 9, 1776.") 

11 Governor Tryon to the Earl of Dartmouth^ No. 22, "On Boabd the 
"Ship Dutchess of Qobdon New Yobk Habboub, 6th Deer., 1776." 

^Journal of the Provincial Oongreee," Die Joris, 3 ho., P.M., December 
"14, 1776;" the eame, "Die Veneris, 10 bo., A.M., Deer. 16, 1776;" 
ihe eame, " Die Mercurii, 10 ho., A.M., Feb. 21, 1776 ; " the eame, " Die 
** LunsB, 3 ho., P.M., March 4, 1776 ;" the eame, " Die Merourii, 10 ho., 
"A.M., March 13, 1776 ;" Journal of the OommiUee of Safety, "4 ho., 
"P.M., Feb. 10, 1776;" the eame, "Die Lunie, 10 ho., A.M.," and "4 
"ho., P.M.," " March 18, 1776 ;" the eame, " Die Merourii, 4 ho., P.M., 
"April 17, 1776; " etc. 

The g^reat quantities of Wheat, Flour, fresh and salted Beef and Pork, 
Hams, smoked Beef, Tallow, Lard, Poultry, and other products of the 
farms in Westchester-county, which, notwithstanding the disturbances 
which the farmers sustained, were marketed, exclnsiTsly of the supplies 
sent on the multitude of Market-sloops to the City of New York, during 
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sometimes in the neighboring City; sometimes for the 
uses of distant communities, who sent there, for sup- 
plies ; sometimes for the uses of the Armies, in the 
field ; and, whenever an opportunity was afforded, to 
the men-of-war, in the harbor. The local Commit- 
tees, sometimes, consequentially assumed to interrupt 
their traffic ; ^ and the Committee of Safety, in order 
to prevent *' sundry persons from Connecticut" from 
purchasing, for the evident purpose of forestalling 
the market, " requested the Committee of the County 
" of Westchester to take effectual means to prevent 
** the sale and transportation of any barrelled Beef 
" or Pork out of Westchester-county, to any person or 
"persons residing out of this Colony, or for the use of 
*^ any person or persons residing out of this Colony, 
'* until the further order of the Provincial Congress 
" or of the Committee of Safety of this Colony ; " * 
but, nevertheless, the fertility of the County and the 
patient industry of the greater number of those who 
lived therein were known and utilized, throughout 
the entire seaboard. 

The same local terrorism which had prevailed, 
throughout the County, under the auspices of the 
former Provincial Congress, was continued, with the 
sanction of this;' numbers of the inhabitants of 
the County were seized, only on information secretly 
conveyed by unseen accusers, and cast into prison, 
without a hearing ; ^ and some of them were severely 



the period now under examinatioD, prove, beyond a question, and apart 
firom every other consideration, how short sighted the leaden of the 
Bebellion were, when, through the violence of their lawlessneas, they 
Impaired the productiveDess of so fruitful a source of supplies, both for 
the City and for their Armies. 

1 See pages 140, 150, poet 

s Vide pages 150, 161, post. 

s William Sutton, Esq., of Mamaroneck, appeeured before the Oongress, 

■ 

personally, and informed that body that he had been obliged, for 
fear of ii^jnries, to leave his home ; and requested protection to return 
to his house, and to occupy it He is understood to have been the ten- 
ant occupying what is known as De l4incey*s Neck, ( JoMmai of (he Provi»- 
eial Oongrtm^ " Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., Deer. 15, 1775 ; *' Information 
reeeivedf personally, from EduHird F. de £anc«y, Eaq.y one of the preeent otim- 
en of he Laneeg*$ Neck.) 

Thomas Herritt was arrested and taken before the Committee of 
Safety, In the City of Mew York, **on information of persons from 
" Westchester-county, that he had declared he had seen people casting 
" great quantities of Bullets, to kill the Whigs ; and that he knew 
** where great quantities of thoee Bullets were " — a trumped-up charge, 
which was so entirely transparent that, after his accusers and their wit- 
nesses had been examined by the Committee of Safety, whose fondness 
of persecution was known to all, Merritt was promptly discharged. 

These may serve as specimens of the whole number. 

* Benjamin Hunt and Oakley, of Eastchester, were arrested be- 

oause they had taken some Sheep, Pigs, and Poultry, to Brooklyn, said 
to have been for the A$ia. William Weyman was arrested for having 

assisted in taking some produce to the Aeia, Br. Azor Betts, of 

, was arrested for violent words of denunciation, when the Con- 



gress arbitrarily broke down his business, as an inoculator for the Small- 
pox, and deprived him of the means of support for his family. Godfrey 
Haines, Bartholomew Haines, Isaac Qedney, and — Palmer, all of 
them of Bye or Mamaroneck, are already known to the redder, in the sad 
story of the Sloop FoUy and Ann^ (page 119, ante ;) and James and William 
Lounsberry ; Isaac, John, and Joshua Qedney ; John Fowler ; Isaac 
and Peter Valentine ; Isaac, Joseph, and Joshua Purdy ; William Arm- 
strong ; William Sutton ; John Flood ; James, John, Thomas, and Wil- 
liam Haines ; and Joshua Burrell, besides several others, were ar- 



treated, while they were prisoners.* They were 
plundered of their Arms, again and again, some- 
times by Connecticut-men called in by the County 
Committee * or by the brutal General Charles Lee,' 
and sometimes by orders from the Provincial Con- 
gress or its Committee of Safety ; ^ levies were made 
on her Militia, for the construction of the defen- 
sive works in the City of New York ; • and two 
Companies of the new Regiments in the New- 
York Line of the Continental Army were assigned to 
be raised in Westchester-county.^® It is also note- 
worthy, as a portion of the history of that period, 
that Westchester-county afforded the first evidence of 
the alteration of a Provincial Bill of Credit — one of 
the last emission, for five dollars, having been altered 
so that it appeared to have been one of ten dollars." 

The opening of the new year — ^the exact date does 
not appear, if it was ever definitely known — witnessed 
a transaction by which the lower portion of the 
County of Westchester, especially the Towns of 
Mamaroneck, Eastchester, Westchester, and Yonkers, 
was greatly disturbed ; and yet it was an occurrence 



rested In connection with q;>iking of the Gannon, near Kingsbridge, of 
which more will be seen, hereafter, ipagee 147, 148, po^t.) 

* Doctor Asor Beits, Godfrey Haines, W illiam liouosberry, Joshua 
Gedney, Joseph Purdy, Joshua Burrell, and Thomas Haines were among 
those who were manacled and otherwise treated with great inhumanly. 

eSee pages 112. 113, 114, 123, ante. 

7 Colonel SamMel Drake to the Proviacidl Oongreae, "New-Tokk, Feby. 
"16, 1776;" Jowmal of Ike Provmcial Congreee, "Die Veneris, 3 ho., 
"P.M., Fob. 16, 1776 ; '* the eame^ "Die Sabbatt, 10 ho., A.M., Feb. 17, 
"1776 ;" the mum, "Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., Feby. 23, 1776." 

Colonel Waterbury, who accompanied General Lee, through West- 
chester-county, acknowledged his possession of thirty Guns, two pairs 
of Holsters, nine Cutlasses, and three Pistols— how many more he had 
seised, and retained or sent back into Connecticut, are now unknown ; 
and no record was taken of the names of those who had been thus 
plundered. They must have been taken, however, on the line of 
march of his Begiment, between the Sawpits and Kingsbridge ; and 
there was not the slightest shadow of even revolutionary authority for 
the seizure, except the law of the stronger and that of thieves. 

6 See pages 112, 121, 122, ante. 

* " Rksolved AMD Orobbko, That Colonel Joseph Drake and Colonel 
" Thomas Thomas, of Westchester-county, do draft out of their Regiments 
" two hundred men, in the following proportions, to wit : Two Compa- 
" nies of sizty-ilve Privates each, besides the Captains and other inferior 
" OfBcen, out of Colonel Joseph Drake's Begiment ; and one Company 
"of sizty-flve Privates, with the Captain and other inferior officers, in 
" Colonel Thomas's Begiment, and as many more men out of thoee two 
" Begiments as will turn out, volunteers for that service, to be imme- 
diately sent to the City of New York, armed and accoutred in the 

*best manner possible, and to be Joined to Colonel Samuel Drake's 

Regiment," [of Weetcheeteroonnii/ MknUe men (pages 108, 109, ante) which 
woe then m the C%] " and to receive the same pay and provisions as the 
" other Continental forces in this Colony." {Journal of the Provincial 
Oongreee, "Die Jovis, 4 ho., P.M., March 14, 1776.") 

Colonel Samuel Drake's Regiment, referred to in this Order, was the 
skeleton Regiment of Westchester-county Minute-men, which whs 
then in the Continental Service, and posted at Hoem's Hook, on the 
Island of Manhattan, at the mouth of the Harlem-river, and opposite to 
Hell-gate, where was one of the passes to Long Island. 

We have not found any record of the three Companies which were 
thus drawn from Westchester-county, if they were drawn. 

io Journal of the Provincial Oongreee, " Die Soils, 10 ho., A.M., Feb. 18, 
" 1776." 

n Journal of (Jte OommUtee of Safetig, ** Die Veneris, A.M., April 10, 
" 1776 ; " The OommiUee of Safety to Ike OommiUee of Weetcheeter-countg, 
"In Committee of Safety, New Yoek, April 19, 1776." 
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which might have been certainly foreseen and easily 
prevented, had those who were immediately concerned 
in preventing it possessed the foresight and caution 
which are usually attributed to intelligent men. 

We have already noticed the fact that, at the be- 
ginning of the active revolutionary movements which 
followed the receipt of intelligence that General Gage 
had unwisely commenced active military operations 
in the field, many of the Cannon which belonged to 
private individuals, in the City of New York, were 
drawn to Kingsbridge ; ^ and, subsequently, as the 
political feeling became more intense, every gun in 
the City, no matter how useless for any other purpose 
than for old metal it might have been, was ordered to 
the same place.' 

It is not clear what good was expected to be de- 
rived from those movements of the guns ; but it is 
very clear that, before the close of the year 1775, be- 
tween three and four hundred Cannon, of all calibres, 
grades, and conditions — some of them good and ser- 
viceable ; others, less valuable and less useful ; the 
greater number, honeycombed and worthless, unless 
for old iron ; and all of them, unmounted and with- 
out carriages — were accumulated in three large gath- 
erings, one, of about fifty guns, being at ** John Wil- 
" liams's," ' the Williams-bridge of the present day ; 
one, ''at or near Kingsbridge ; " and the third, or larger, 
parcel within two hundred and fifly yards of Isaac 
Valentine's house, the Valentine's-hill of that period, 
as well as of this/ They were entirely unguarded ; 
and it is very evident that they were lying side by 
side, presenting an apparently formidable array, not- 
withstanding their actually existing harmlessness. 
/ In view of the seeming importance of that impos- 
ing park of artillery and of the entire absence of the 
slightest care for its safety — ^in retaliation, also, it 
may have been, for insults offered and wrongs and in- 
juries iuflicted — somebody, early in January, 1776, 
effectually spiked all the guns and plugged many of 
them with large stones forced into them, and escaped 
without having been discovered. The exploit was 

1 Vide pagoe 75, 98, ante . 

< " While this iramacuUte General ** [Charlea Lee,] " had the ooinmand 
** in New York, about 2')0 pieces of heavy cannon which were mounted 
" in Fort George and upon the Battery, were forcibly talsen away by 
*' hit orderii and lodged npon the Ck>nimon," [the Park,] " facing his 
*' Quarters. But, lost upon the arrival of the British Army, they 
" should be retaken, he ordered them to be carried up to King's Bridge, 
** about 14 miles from New York. The persons employed in this service 
** wanting horses, applied to the General to supply the defect. An hon- 
** est, a virtuous man, and a Christian, will shudder at the answer : 
*' * Chain 20 damned Tories to each gun, and let them draw them out 
***and be cursed. It is a proper employment for such villains, and a 
**' punishment they deserve for their eternal loyalty they so much 
" ' boast of,* " (Jones's Hieiorff of New Yurk, during the ReeoluUonary War, 
!., 82, 83.) 

'* T counted two hundred and eighty pieces of Gannon, from twenty- 
"fuur to three pounders, at Kingsbridge, which the Committee had se- 
" cured for the use of the Colonies," {Doctor Benjamin Church"* tretuonahle 
Idier, intercepted in July, 1775.) 

^Stephen Ward to the Provincud Oongreu, " March 6, 1776." 

*Jonmal of the CommiUee of A^ety, " Die Mercurii, 10 ho., A.M., 
" Jany. «1, me." 



soon made known, however ; and, as may be reason- 
ably supposed, not only Westchester-county, but the 
Committee of Safety, in the City of New York, the 
Provincial Congress having taken a recess on the 
twenty-second of December preceding, was thrown 
into the greatest excitement. 

The local Committee of the County of Westchester, 
amply endowed, by its own lawless zeal and by the 
equally lawless grace of the Provincial Congress, with 
entire authority to arrest anybody and everybody on 
whom its whims or its animosities might rest, very 
promptly exercised its ill-founded prerogatives ; and a 
large number of the residents of the three Towns of 
Westchester, Eastchester, and Mamaroneck, and some 
of those of Yonkers, was seized, and carried before it, 
and examined. Many of these were evidently dis- 
charged, because nothing was shown to sustain the 
suspicions or antipathies which had prompted those 
who had seized them ; but there were others, a con- 
siderable number, who were filtered out from the 
great mass of the suspected, because of their seeming 
or construed connection with tiie spiking of the guns, 
and sent down to the City of New York, to be dis- 
posed of, by the generally relentless Committee of 
Safety, agreeably to the dictates of its stem, imperious 
will. Among those who were thus selected to face 
the ordeal of that Committee, in which the great 
professional experience of John Morln Scott was com- 
bined with the savage coldness of Alexander McDou- 
gal and John Brasher, were John Fowler, Peter Val- 
entine, Williatn Lounsberry, James Lounsberry, 
Joseph Purdy, William Armstrong, William Sutton, 
John Flood, Isaac Purdy, John Gedney, John 
Haines, Joshua Gedney, Josiah Burrell, William 
Haines, James Haines, Junior, Thomas Haines, 
Isaac Gedney, Isaac Valentine, William Dicken, 
Isaac Valentine, Junior, and Cornelius McCartney — 
the latter a schoolmaster, in Yonkers — and several of 
these were subjected to great hardships and cruelty, 
in the confinement to which they were subjected.' 

On. the thirty -first of January, 1776, the Committee 
of Safety directed Jacamiah Allen to remove those 
of the guns which were near Kingsbridge, as well as 
those which were near John Williams's, ''to the 
" larger parcel at Valentine's, so as to have them all 
" brought together, fot the greater convenience of 
"guarding them and drilling out the spikes ; " and, 
at the same time, the Committee agreed to give Allen 
twenty shillings apiece for clearing and unspiking 
the whole of the guns and for removing those at Wil- 
liams's ; but those at Kingsbridge were to be removed 
at the expense of the Commitee.* 

B There are so many entries, in the Joumtd of the Oommiilee of Safety, 
concerning the spiking of the guns and those who were supposed to 
have been lifterested in the transaction, that we cannot pretend to refer 
to them, separately. The reader is referred to the body of the JitmmaJ,- 
during January and February, 1776. 

See. also, the Journal of the Provincial Congrese, during March, 1776; etc. 

^Journal of the Committee of St^fety, "Die Mercurii, 10 ho., A.M.) 
" Jany. 31, infi." 
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On the twenty-second of January, one of the Inde- 
pendent Companies of the City of New York/ prob- 
ably "The Brown Buffs," commanded by Captain 
Jonathan Blake,' was ordered into the service of the 
Colony, for the protection of the guns ; but a draft 
was subsequently made from the Minute-men of the 
County, to discharge that service,' a Captain, a Lieu- 
tenant, two Sergeants, a Corporal, fourteen privates, a 
Guardhouse, and all the surroundings of a permanent 
outpost having been provided for that easy purpose.^ 
It might have been expected that that favored party of 
White Plains Minute-men would very soon excite feel- 
ings of envy among those, surrounding its position, 
who were not enjoying the feast of fat things which it 
had secured ; and it was so^David Barclay, recom- 
mended^ by Stephen Ward, the latter a Tavern-keeper, 
near where Tuckahoe is, and a deputy in the Provin- 
cial Congress,* applied for the job of guarding the 
guns, offering to do so for thirteen pounds per week, 
which was less than one half the amount which had 
been expended on the skeleton Company of Minute- 
men who had previously discharged that duty ; ' and 
the offer was promptly accepted.'' Jacamiah Allen, 
who was drilling the spikes from the guns, appears, 
however, to have been unwilling that any others 
should poach on his manor ; and, very promptly, he 
underbid Barclay, offering to do the same guard -duty 
which Varian and Barclay had successively done, the 
former at a cost of more than twenty-six pounds and 
the latter at thirteen, for only six pounds, ten shill- 



1 Tha CommiUe* of Safety to lAetUenant-eotand Oraham^ ** Is Commit- 
"tkb of Safety, New-York, Jany. 22, 1776." 

s Compare Captain Jonathan Blake's letter to the Committee of Safety 
*'Heai> Quaxtehs in Westchester, Jany. 31, 1776," with the Rotter 
of Oolfmet Matcom'9 Regiment, — Hietorical Mantucripts relating to the War 
of (he Revolution^ in the Secretary of State's Office, Albany : MilUary 
ReturtUf xxvii., I. 

* 2%« Committee of Safety to Lieutenant-colonel Grtihamf "Ix Commit- 
"tke of Safety, New York, Jany. 22, 1776." 

* **1 hereby acquaint you that I have taken an account fh>m Gapt. 
"Varian what the expense of guarding the guns at Valentine's and 
" Williams' will bo, this week, vizt. : 1 Capt., 1 Lieut., 2 Sergeants, 1 
*' Corporal, and 14 Privates. 6 of the abore men board at 10s. per 
" week, ■ and the others draw prorisions (h)m the Commissary, with a 
"Guard room and firewood, at £3. per week, besides items, making in 
**tbe whole about £26., and last week it was considerably more." 
{Stfephen Ward to the Provincial Congre$$, "March 6, 1776.") 

It will be remembered that James Varian, the feyored commander of 
the Guard, in this instance, with eighteeen others, had been constituted 
a full-fledged Company of Westchester-county Minute-men, on the four- 
teenth of February preceding (oidepage$ 108, l(>9, ante;) and it will be 
seen, from that letter which has been quoted, how soon and in what 
manner those nineteen Westchester-county "patriots" reached the 
sweets to which they had aspired— five held offices of greater or less 
dignity, while the fourteen who held no offices eigoyed the comforts of 
drawing their support ttom the Commtoary or from the Treasury of 
the Provincial Congress, in addition to the pay of soldiers and what, 
by hook or by crook, they could pick up, in the neighborho<y] of their 
quarters. 

This was only a moderate specimen of what constituted the greater 
portion of the "patriotism" of the Westchester-county reyolutionlsts, 
at that period. 

6 Stephen Ward to the Provincial Congreu, "March 6, 1776." 

* Ibid. 

7 Journal of the Prodmcial Congreag, " Die Metx;urii, 4 ho , P.M., March 
"6, 1776." 



ings per week ; and, of course, Barclay was superseded 
and the coveted job was given to the last comer.^ 
Very reasonably, Barclay complained to the Congress, 
and made a counter-offer which was more favorable 
than the offer on which Allen had been employed ; 
and, of course, the latter was ousted, leaving him in 
possession ' — an illustration of what material the new- 
created controlling power, {" the Ring," if the reader 
pleases,) in Westchester-county, in 1776, was com- 
posed ; and in what the ** patriotism '' of that con- 
trolling power consisted. 

In the latter part of January, 1776, burning with 
anxiety to be at the head of a separate command, away 
from General Washington, and availing himself of 
the rumor that a heavy military force had been sent 
from Boston, probably to New York,*® the infamous 
Charles Lee, who was, then, second in command of 
the Continental Army and in the zenith of his evan- 
escent fame, induced the Commander-in-chief^' to de- 
spatch him, from Boston, to the latter City, '' with 
''such volunteers as he " [cotM'} "quickly assemble, 
"on his march, in order to put the City of New York 
"in the best posture of defense the season and circum- 
" stances will admit of." " 

In the prosecution of the duties to which General 
Lee bad been thus assigned — ^in his enlistment of 
men into the service of the Continent ; in his appoint- 
ment of the ruffian, Isaac Sears, to a high military 
office ; in the barbarities inflicted on the inhabitants 
of Queens-county, by his authorized representative, 
Sears ; in' his haughty disregard of the local authori- 
ties, legal or revolutionary, in New York ; and in his 
personal and official intercourse with those authori- 
ties and with the inhabitants of the City — ^the 
Instntctions which General Washington had given to 
him, as well as the superior enactments of the Con- 
tinental Congress and his own knowledge of the 
proprieties of intercourse between individuals and of 
the character of obligations in business relations, 
were entirely disregarded ; and he permitted himself 
to be controlled, instead, by his own vile and ill- 
controlled passions and by the promptings of those, 
as ill-constituted as himself, who were gathered 
around him and who pandered to his vanity and his 
malignancy, for the promotion of their own evil 
purposes. It is not within the purposes of this pub- 
lication, however, to take more than a passing notice 

8 Journal of the Committee of Safety^ "Die Lnnae, 4 ho., P.M., March 
"18, 1776;" and the Mme, "Die Martis, 4 ho., P.M.. MarcJi 19, 1776." 

• Journal of the CommiUee of Safety, " Die Sabbati, A.M., March 23, 
"1776." 

10 General Washington to Oie President of Ckmgreu, " Cambridge, 4 Janu- 
"ary, 1776;" the »ame^ "Cambridge, llJanoary, 1776;" General Waeh- 
tnyUm'g IngtructioHB to General Lee, " Hkai>>Qu.\.rters, Cambridgk, 8 Jan- 
"uary, 1776." 

11 General Washington's letter to John Adams, " Cambridge, 7 Janu- 
"ary. 1776," clearly iudicat^d that General Lee operated on the Ccm« 
mander*in-chiof through John Adams, who was, then, in Massachusetts. 

1^ General Washington to the Committee of Safety, " Cambridge, Jana- 
"ary 8, 1776." 

Hee, also. General Wathingion't Instrvctiom to General Lee, "Head- 
" Quarters, Cambridge, 8 January, 1776." 
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of any of these transactions of that early military 
power, in Queens-county or in the City of New 
York ; but those outrages which were inflicted by his 
authority, on the farmers of Westchester-county, 
while he was marching through the County, on his 
way to New York, may be noticed, in its pages— in 
his progress over the well-known Post-road, between 
the Byram-river and Kingsbridge, the same line of 
march which had been traversed by Sears and his 
banditti, a few weeks previously, he appears to have 
regarded himself as the legitimate possessor of 
despotic powers, while those among whom he was, 
were considered as only base creatures who were 
absolutely subject to his unbridled caprices and to 
the most extravagant exactions of those who sur- 
rounded him. Notwithstanding, within the pre- 
ceding six or seven weeks, the farmers who lived 
along or near the line of the Post-road had been 
visited by Sears and his gang of Connecticut banditti, 
both on their way to the City of New York and on 
their return, thence, to Connecticut, by whom, on 
each occasion, they had been ruthlessly plundered,^ 
they were again visited, during that march of Con- 
necticut-men, under General Lee, by that new detach- 
ment of New England freebooters, and robbed, to the 
full extent of the hungry desires of their brutal 
visitors. Indeed, notwithstanding the recent visita- 
tion of his ruffianly countrymen to each of these 
peaceful families and the reckless depredations of 
those cowardly banditti. Colonel Waterbury, who 
commanded the Regiment whom General Lee had 
mustered into the Continental service — himself, as 
was subsequently seen and heard, in the City of New 
York, as fine a specimen of the same class as was 
needed to perpetuate it ' — ^under the direct sanction 
of the General and with his orders, but without the 
slightest authority, 4egal or revolutionary, of either 
the local or the general Committees or of either of the 
Congresses, forced his way into every house he 
reached, ransacked them, and carried away, without 
even a memorandum of the names of those from 
whom they were taken, everything which bore the 
semblance of Arms,' leaving his victims, as far as he 
could possibly do so, entirely without the means of 
defense, easy prey for whomsoever might next 
appear, on an errand of similar pillage and outrage. 

An amusing instance of the consequential airs as- 
sumed by the petty local Town-committees, in West- 
chester-county, in whom had been vested such extra- 
ordinary powers over the persons and properties of 
those who lived Within the several Towns in which 



1 Vide pagea 129, 132, ante. 

'The Msociatione and conduct of Colonel Waterbury, while he was in 
the City of New York, to my nothing of his acknowledged thefta in 
Westchester county, afford ample evidence of his ruffianly personal 
character. 

s Vide page 146, ante. 

See, also, Jowmal of the Provincial Congress^ *' Die Sabbati, 10 ho., 
"A.M.,reb. 17, 1T76;" and the eame, "Die Veneris, 10 ho., A.M., 
" FeWy. 23, 1776." 



those Committees were respectively located, was seen 
in the action of *" the Committee of Observation for 
** the united Town of Bedford and Precinct of Pound- 
^* ridge and Salem, in Westchester,'' on the tenth of 
January, 1776, in which that pompous body, " con- 
** ceiving that bad consequences do arise to this dis- 
'* tressed country from supplying the markets, at New 
" York, on supposition that the common enemy may, 
'*by that means, be furnished with Provisions," for 
the purpose of regulating that grave irregularity, as 
its narrow and bigoted understanding presented the 
subject to its official censorship, bravely, " Bbsolyed, 
'* That from and after the date hereof, the said Com- 
** mittee do hereby strictly forbid any of the inhabit- 
"ants of the said Town and Precincts, directly or, 
" indirectly, to carry or cause to be carried, by land 
"or water, provision of any kind to the said markets; 
"and do hereby direct the Minute-men and all others 
" that are friends to their country, to do their utmost 
" to stop all drovers of fat Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poul- 
" try, or any other Provisions whatsoever, and from 
" being drove or carried through either said Town or 
" Precincts, for the purpose aforesaid, without leave 
"of the said Committee," on the penalty of being 
deemed enemies to their country/ 

In obedience to that local law, it appears that 
Jonathan Booth, a drover, while on his way to New 
York with a drove of Cattle, was detained at Bed- 
ford, by the Committee of that Town; but, person- 
ally, he evidently pushed forward to the City of New 
York ; and, on the twenty-fifth of January, 1776, he 
laid the subject before the Committee of Safety, 
which was then in seafsion, and solicited its more 
powerful interposition. Very promptly, that body 
took the subject into consideration; and, without 
much, if any, discussion, the Committee "came to a 
"Resolution," which was delivered to the anxious 
drover, for his comfort and relief — ^the Committee of 
Safety was not inclined to concur in the questionable 
theory of "patriotic" economy which was maintained 
by its subordinate Committee in Bedford; and, after 
having recited, in a Preamble, the facts and the 
Resolution which have been already presented, to- 
gether with the additional declaration that "this 
" Committee, not doubting the good intentions of the 
"said Committee met at Poundridge, do nevertheless 
"conceive that the said Resolve has a manifest ten- 
"dency to distress, in the article of Provisions, the 
" inhabitants of this City and other friends to Liberty 
" whose business may call them thither," it therefore 
"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
" tee, that no Committee of any City, Borough, Town, 
" or Precinct in this Colony ought to prevent any 
"such supplies of Provisions to this City as aforesaid, 
"unless thtey shall have due proof that such supplies 
" are intended to be furnished to persons engaged in 

* Holt's New-York Journal, No. 1726, New Tobk, Thursday, January 
26, 1776 ; Joumai of the CommiUee of Bafetiy, "Die Jovis, 10 ho., A.M. 
•* Jany. 25, 1776. '• 
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''service against the Liberties of America; nor in 
"such case any longer than until such Committees 
" respectively shall, in cases where such proof shall 
" have been made, have duly certified this Committee 
" or the Provincial Congress thereof, and until order 
'* shall have been made thereon, by this Committee 
" or the Provincial Congress." * 

The Committee of Bedford was undoubtedly served 
with a copy of this enactment by the Committee of 
Safety; and Jonathan Booth and his drove of fat 
Cattle were surely permitted to pass through that 
Town and to New York, without further molestation ; 
but that very zealous Committee did not appear to 
have become entirely reconciled to the abridgement 
of its pretensions, made more reasonable by recent 
action of the Committee of Safety, when, a short time 
afterwards, it stopped another drove of Cattle, be- 
longing to Joseph Booth, of Newtown, in Connecticut, 
while, like that which had been previously stopped, 
by the same Committee, it was on its way to the New 
York market. 

In the latter instance, the obstructed drover re- 
turned to Newtown ; procured a Certificate from the 
Committee of that Town, declaring that he "had 
"lately served his country as a faithftil friend and 
"soldier in the northern Army, under General Schuy- 
"ler; that he had suffered by the stoppage of his 
"Cattle, at Bedford, on the way to the New- York 
"market; that he is the owner of the said Cattle; 
" and that the said Committee take pleasure in recom- 
" mending him as a friend of his country;" and, with 
that Certificate, he proceeded to the City of New 
York, and presented the case to the Provincial Con- 
gress, which was then in session. It is said "the 
"Congress took the same into consideration, and 
" came to the following determination, to wit : 

" Whereas a large supply of fresh Provisions will 
" be required for the Continental Army, in and near 
" the City of New- York : 

"Resolved and Ordered, That no obstruction 
"whatsoever be given to any person or persons in 
" passing and re-passing through any of the Counties 
" in this Colony, with fat Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, or any 
" kind of Provisions, for the purpose of supplying the 
"inhabitants of the said City of New- York or the 
" Continental Army, in and near the said City, unless 
"such person or persons shall have been adjudged to 
" be, or held up, as inimical to this country." 

In addition to that general action of the Provincial 
Congress, which controlled or assumed to control 
every other revolutionary body within the Colony, 
the Congress also gave to the complaining drover, a 
copy of the following Order: "That the bearer 
"hereof, Joseph Booth, be permitted to pass, with 
"his drove of Cattle, to the City of New-York;"* 

1 Jowrnal of CommiUee of Sitfety, "Die Jorla, lU ho., A.M., JaDy. 25, 
"1776." 

* JowtmI of the Provmcial Oongrew^ "Die Juris, 4 ho., P.M., Feb. 29, 
"1776." 



and he evidently returned to Bedford, a happier man 
than when he had left that Town, a few days pre- 
viouslv. 

In the same connection, it may be proper for us to 
remind the reader that, about a fortnight before the 
Committee of Bedford made its second attempt to lay 
a local embargo on what was intended for the New 
York market, the Committee of Safety itself had in- 
terfered with the disposition of the surplus of the 
products of the farms in Westchester-county to resi- 
dents of the neighboring Colony of Connecticut, in 
which, very probably, Bedford, one of the border- 
towns of the County, had materially suffered. The 
facts are thus related in the official records of the 
Committee of Safety ; ' and the reader may judge 
therefrom, something concerning the animus of the 
Committee of Bedford, when, on the second occasion, 
it interfered with the disposition of the products of 
Connecticut, within the Colony of New York, while 
the disposition of the products of farms in Bedford 
and its vicinity, in Connecticut, was interfered with 
and stopped, summarily, by a higher authority. 

"Col. Gil. Drake informed the Committee that 
'* sundry persons from Connecticut are purchasing 
"up" [/or gpeculoHve purposes f] "the barrelled Beef 
" and Pork in Westchester. Thereupon the Commit- 
" tee came to the following Resolution^ to wit : 

"'Whereas the Continental Congress, by their 
" ^Resolutian of the first day of November last, have 
" ' resolved that no produce of the United Colonies 
"'be exported, except from Colony to Colony under 
" ' the directions of the Committees of Inspection and 
" ' Observation, and except from one part to the other 
"'of the same Colony, before the first day of March 
" ' next, without the permission or order of the Con- 
" ' tinental Congress ; 
" ' And whereas this Committee of Safety for the 
Colony of New York conceives that it is necessary 
to prevent the sale of all the barrelled Beef and 
Pork in the County of Westchester, and to retain 
" ' the same for the Continental service in this Col- 
ony, as such Provisions may be necessary for the 
Continental Army in this Colony : 
" ' Resolved, That the Committee of the County 
of Westchester be requested to take effectual 
means to prevent the sale and transportation of 
" ' any barrelled heef or Pork out of Westchester- 
"' county, to any person or persons residing out of 
" ' this Colony, until the further order of the Provin- 
cial Congress or of the Committee of Safety of this 
Colony.* 

" A draft of a letter to the Committee of West- 

*' chester-county was read and approved of, and is in 

" the words following, to wit : 

"'Gentlemen: 

" ' We have been informed by a Gentleman 

from your County, that some of the inhabitants of 
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" ' your County are disposing of their barrelled Beef 
" ' and Pork, to persons out of the Colony. We ap- 
" ' prehend that such Provisions will be wanted for 
"'the use of the Continental Army in this Colony, 
" ' and that the service may possibly suffer if all the 
" * barrelled Provisions are taken out of the Colony. 
" * We therefore request you to take the most effectual 
"' measures to carry the enclosed Resolution into exe- 
" * cution. 

" * We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, 
" * Your very humble servts., 
" * By order of the Committee of Safety. 
" ' To the Ommittee of the Qmnty of Westchester.' " 

It will be seen that the farmers of Westchester- 
county, at the time of which we write, were prohib- 
ited from finding a market for the surplus of their 
products, beyond the limits of the Colony or, at their 
own doors, to those who were not of New York, and 
that, in consequence of that prphibition, they were 
limited to those local purchasers, forestallers, or specu- 
lators, whu should incline to purchase, and at prices 
which were not regulated by competition. At the 
same time, as has been seen, the surplus products of 
the farms in Connecticut were brought into the Col- 
ony, in open disregard of the provisions of that Re- 
solution of the Continental Congress which was used as 
the warrant for the prohibition of the reciprocal trade 
of Westchester-county with Connecticut ; and the mar- 
ket of New York, for nothing else than the products of 
the Colony of New York, which the Resolution would 
have guaranteed, if it had been impartially enforced, 
was recklessly destroyed, in favor of the greed of New 
England. Need there be any wonder that the Com- 
mittee of Bedford objected, and embargoed those who 
had come into the Colony, from Connecticut, in vio- 
lation of the Resolution of the Continental Congress and 
in derogation of the interests, if not of the Rights, of 
the farmers of that Town ? Need there be any surprise, 
when doubts are raised against the integrity of those 
who had thus hampered the farmers of Westchester- 
county, when the latter had sought a market for their 
surplus products, compelling them to either accept a 
purely local market and a depreciated price or to 
hold, indefinitely, what they had for sale? Can any 
one say, honestly, that those who made those enact- 
ments, purely in the interest of the farmers of Con- 
necticut, at the expense of those of Westchester- 
county, notwithstanding they were unquestionably 
" patriotic/' were anything else than corrupt legisla- 
tors and roguish, dishonest men? Will not those who 
know the character of Gilbert Drake, before and 
during and after the War, entirely understand that 
his motive, in moving and securing the embargo on 
the products of Westchester-county, without imposing 
a similar embargo on the products of Connecticut, 
was corrupt and roguish ? 

In the same connection, and with the same results, 
a few weeks subsequently, the Committee of the 
County of Westchester, of which the same Gilbert 



Drake was the Chairman and the master-spirit, under- 
took to prevent Abraham Livingston, the Contractor 
for supplying the Continental Army with Provisions, 
from taking any Pork from that County, the Com- 
mittee of the County of Duchess, of which Egbert 
Benson was- the Chairman, having published a similar 
manifesto, to control the market afler a fashion of its 
own creation, in that County. 

The Contractor encountered so much of trouble 
from these interfering causes, that he was constrained 
to seek the interposition of the Committee of Safety ; 
and, on the twentieth of March, that Committee, re- 
sponsive to the Contractor's complaint, ordered "that 
*' the respective Committees of the Counties of West- 
" Chester and Duchess permit Mr. Abraham Living- 
" ston to export Provisions of any kind whatsoever, 
'' from either of those Counties to New- York, on his 
" giving, or any other such proper person as is em- 
*' ployed on his behalf giving, f^uch security as the 
" Committees approve of, to land and store such Pro- 
** visions in New- York or Kings-county." ^ 

The facts that the Contractor for supplying the 
Continental Army with Provisions was subjected to the 
hindrances invented by these local Committees, and 
that the farmers within those Counties were thereby 
prevented from selling their surplus supply of Pro- 
visions, even for the known use of the Continental 
Army, like those similar prohibitions of trade, by 
similarly arbitrary authority, already noticed, at once 
so remarkable and so unaccountable, would have be- 
come stumbling-blocks in the way of the careful stu- 
dent of the history of the men of that period and of 
their doings, had not time and the opening of pre- 
viously concealed records revealed the explanation of 
this, among others of the mysteries of the politics of 
the American Revolution. That explanation of the 
restrictions of trade, in this instance, will be noticed 
hereafter. 

Early in January, 1776, while the conservatism or 
the inhabitants of Queens-county was occupying the 
attention of the leaders of the Rebellion ; while the 
inhabitants of that County, because of their decided 
and outspoken opposition to the Rebellion and to 
the various Committees and Congresses which the 
Rebellion had called into existence, were subjected, 
by the Proviucial Congress, to a sentence of out- 
lawry;^ and while, in consequence of that savage 
enactment and the unaccountable negligence of its 
duty to do something for their protection, by the 
naval force which then occupied the harbor of New 
York and commanded all the neighboring waters, 
that populous and thickly-settled County was over- 
run and pillaged and the inhabitants subjected to all 
classes of barbarities, by inroads from Connecticut 



1 J<mmal of the OommUiee of Safety, " Die Mercurli, A M., March 20, 
" 1776." 

^Jcumal of the Provincitil Omgreif, "Die Jorifi, 3 ho., P.M., Decrmr. 
'* 21, 1775 ; '* Jones's EuU/ry of New York duritm the Revolutionary War, 
i., 107-110. \ 
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and New Jersey, the latter accompanied by amateur 
banditti irom New York City, the leaders of the Re- 
bellion in Westchester-county, also, were anxious to 
join in the crusade of ''patriotism/' against their 
neighbors on the other side of the Sound — they had 
had practise in such a service as that, in the work of 
harrying their conservative neighbors, in Westchester- 
county; they knew that it was a profitable occu- 
pation ; and they were anxious to participate in a 
similar service, elsewhere, where even greater profits 
were promised. To secure that much-desidered em- 
ployment, on the eighth of January, 1776, the Com- 
mittee of the County addressed the following note to 
the Committee of Safety, in the City of New York : 

" White Plains, S^ Janry, 1776. 
"Sir: 

The Committee of West Chester County hav- 
*Mng seen in the public prints that many of the 
'' Inhabitants of Queens County are thrown out of the 
" Protection of the Provincial Congress ; and having 
" been informed that they are Arming in their De- 
*' fence, are greatly alarmed at their Conduct, and beg 
'* leave to assure your honorable House, that the 
" Friends of Liberty in this County are willing stren- 
" uously to exert themselves to reduce the Enemies to 
''their Country before they are supported by the 
" Regular Troops If it shall be thought most ad visa- 
" ble by the Committee of Safety, or the Provincial 
"or Continental Congress. We are Sir Your most 
** Humble Servants 

'* By Order of y* Committee 

" Wm. Miller, J). Chairman. 

*' To Mr. Pierre Pa» Oortlandf, President of the 
" Committee of Safety." » 

As the original letter remained among the papers 
of the Military Committee of the Provincial Con- 
gress and has been preserved, to this day, among the 
multitude of other inedited and unexplained manu- 
scripts, in the office of the Secretary of State, at Al- 
bany, it is very evident that it was duly referred to 
that Committee; that the unholy desires of the " pat- 
'* riots " of Westchester-county, to join in the spolia- 
tion of fellow-colonists, in a neighboring County, with- 
out lawful reason, without any process in law, and in 
time of Peace, were not reciprocated by the members of 
that Committee ; and that the application was filed, 
without having received any other attention whatever. 
In short, very appropriately, the Committee of West- 
chester-county was told, by that inattention, either to 
attend to its own business, at home, or to play the 
parts of freebooters, if it should continue to hanker 
after the spoils to be acquired in such an occupation, 
on its own responsibility. 

In February, 1776, a movement was made by the 
Committee of Westchester-county, to consolidate the 
several Troops of Horse which were then within that 
County, evidently several in number and mere phan- 

1 Hiatorical MmaucripU, etc.: MUUary Committee, xxv., 62^ 
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toms in weakness, the aggregate of their strength 
having been less than forty men ; and, on the thir- 
teenth of that month, these assembled at Wilsey Du- 
senberry's, in "Harrison's Precinct," and arranged 
themselves into a single Troop, electing their Officers, 
and duly reporting their doings to the Provincial 
Congress. The following is the official report of the 
Election of its Officers, made by two members of the 
County Committee and transmitted to the Provin- 
cial Congress : 

"On the 13"^ of February, 1776, The Troops of 
Horse in the County of Westchester was Called to- 
gether at the House of Willsey Dusinberry in Har- 
sons Precinct and There being Present between 
Thirty and fourty went into an arrangement for the' 
Choice of officers under the Inspection of Col"* 
Thomas, Samuel Haviland, and William Miller 
Three of the Committee where Samuel Tredwell 
was Unanimously chose Capt. and Thaddeus Avory 
was chose Leu^ unanimously Likewise Abraham 
Hatfield was Chose Corneth by a majority and Uy- 
tendall Allair was Chose Quartermaster by a ma- 
jority also. Certifyed by us 

" Thomas Thomab. 

" Wm. Miller."' 

The Return was laid before the Provincial Con- 
gress on the twenty-first of February, when the Com- 
missions were issued to the officers-elect; ' and thus, 
probably, a beginning was made of that notable 
Troop of Horse, in Westchester-county, of which so 
much has been said, in romance, if not in history. 

Early in February, 1776, General Lee, then chief 
in command, in the City of New York, informed the 
Committee of Safety, then in session, that he was 
"of opinion that the two Connecticut Regiments 
" and Lord Stirling's would not be sufficient for the 
" services he will have to perform ; and he desired to 
" know whether it would be agreeable to the Com- 
" mittee that he should send to Pennsylvania for a 
"Regiment from thence." After due consideration, 
the introduction of troops from other Colonies having 
been found unsatisfactory, because of outrages in- 
flicted by them on the inhabitants, the Committee of 
Safety adopted the following Resolution : 

" Resolved, That if General Lee shall think it 
" necessary to call in the aid of any other troops than 
" the two Connecticut Regiments and Lord Stirling's 
" Regiment, that he be authorized and, in such case, 
" he is hereby authorized, to call in as many of the 
" Minute-men of this Colony as he shall, at any time, 
" think necessary." * 

In accordance with the authority which was thus 
delegated to General Lee, on the following day, 

s Historical MamaeripU, etc. : MUitary ReturfUy xxrii., 254. i' T.^'J 

» Journal of Ou Provincial CbnyreM, " Die Mercuril, P.H, Feb. 21, 

"1776." 
* Journal of the Committee of Safety, **Die YeDeria, lObo., A.M., Feb. 

«9, 1776." 
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IFebruary 9, 1776] a letter was addressed to Colonel 
Samuel Drake, ordering the skeleton Regiment of 
Westchester-county Minute-men into active service. 
That letter may properly find a place in this narra- 
tive : it was in the following words : 

** New York, Feb»y 9"» 1776. 
•'Sir: 

** You will see by the enclosed Resolution 

" that Major General Lee now at New York is author- 

" ized to call in as many of the Minute Men of thig 

" Colony as he may think necessary. 

** I am directed by the General to hav.c some Regi- 
*'ments of Minute Men called here directly. 

** Your Regiment is fixed on by the Committee of 
" Safety of this Colony as proper to be called. 

" You are therefore on receipt hereof to march with 
" your Regiment to New York with all possible dis- 
" patch. Take care that your men have their knap- 
" sacks and Blankets with them & provisiens for their 
" march. — The Quartermaster ought by all means to 
** come with the Regiment. 

** It is not doubted but you will give orders that 

" your Troops observe the greatest regularity in their 

" march, and if you order the several Companies to 

" proceed " \_precede f] ** each other a few miles in their 

' march they will be more easily accommodated. 

** Suffer no Delay in bringing in your Regiment. 
" I am respectfully Sir your very humble serv' 

*• R. Yates, Ch, 

" P.S. — It is expected that Col" Drake will leave a 
"sufficient Guard of his Regiment at the cannon be- 
" yond Kings- bridge. — He will be a proper judge how 
" many may be necessary for that small service." * 

As Captain Varian and his eighteen companions, 
facetiously regarded as one of the Companies of 
Minute-men of which Colonel Drake's Regiment was 
subsequently composed, were, then, unknown as sol- 
diers,* that Regiment could not have possibly mustered 
more than two Companies commanded, respectively, by 
Captains Slason and Seely ' — that commanded by 
Captain Gray was not organized until six days after 
the Regiment had been ordered into the service ; * 
and no record appears of any attempt having been 
made to organize the two Companies, in the Cort- 
landt's Manor, for which blank Commissions had 
been issued, in advance of any organization, in the 
preceding October^ — although it is understood that 
those Companies which were commanded by Captains 
Gray and Steinrod subsequently joined it. There is 
no known Return of the actual strength of the Regi- 
ment, at any time; but within a few days after it had 



1 Hi$lorical MatnuicripUy etc : MUUarjf (A/inmttfee, zxt., 658. 
s Vide p«4;es 108, ante, 
s Ibid. 

* KeturuM of an Eleetiou of Officrrtt of that Onupanyy "BxDroRD, 15 Feby, 
•<1776"— //Mtfork-rtZ Mautmcript*, etc.: MiliUiry Retunu^ xxvil., 100. 

* Mcttwramlum by Gilbert Drake, Chuirnutn of Westche^er-muiity CimtinU- 
lee, "White Plainh, Octoljer 24, 1775;" Jonrual of Provincial C<mgrf9», 
" Die Mercurii, lU bo., A.M., October 25, 1775." 
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entered the Continental service, and after its rein- 
forcement had joined it, it numbered not more than a 
hundred and fifty men ; * and about two weeks subse- 
([uently, little more than a month after it had been 
mustered in, it was made ridiculous and the propen- 
sity to office-holding among ** the friends of Liberty," 
in Westchester-county, was forcibly illustrated by 
the following paragraph, which appeared in the 
General Orders of the commanding Officer of the Con- 
tinental Army in New York : 

" Head-Quarters, March 16, 1776. 
*' As Colonel Drake's Regiment of Minute-men 
'^consists of one hundred and eleven private men, 
" present, and yet have no less than four Field 
"Officers, two Captains, and thirteen other Commis- 
"sioned Officers, and twenty Non-commissioned 
" Officers, it is unreasonable to put the Continent to 
"the enormous expense of maintaining so many 
" Officers for the use of so few men ; and it is tliere- 
"fore ordered that one Field-officer, two Captains, 
" four Lieutenants, two Ensigns, the Adjutant, and 
'* Quartermaster, eight Sergeants, eight Corporals, or 
'' Drums or Fifes, and no other Officer do remain with 
" that small part of the Regiment ; the other Officers 
" are to return to their County, in order to complete 
" their Corps. Colonel Swartwout ^ and Lieuteuant- 
" colonel Humphreys^ are to observe the same rule in 
"proportion to their numbers; and they are all of 
" them to send into Headquarters, Eeturns of their 
" respective Corps, present.*' • 

The reader will become better acquainted with this 
portion of the history of Colonel Samuel Drake's 
Regiment of Westchester-county Minute-men, by- 
and-by. 

The Regiment, when it reached the City of New- 
York, was employed in the construction of a redoubt, 
on Hoem's Hook, at the mouth of the Harlem-river, 
for the defence of the pass of Hell-Grate as well as to 
command the ferry to Long Island, which, even at 
that early period^, had been established at that place ; *® 

^ Captain Gray's Company probably marched firom Bedford, on the 
sixteenth of February, agreeably to tlie promise that it should do so ; 
and ou the twenty-ninth of the same month, (General Lee said of the 
Regiment and of a Company detached ftt>m another Regiment, together 
forming the garrison at Hoem's Hook, " Drake's Regiment of Minute- 
" Men and one more Company, (ta aU aboul two huudredy) are stationed at 
''Horn's Hook, which commands Hell-Gate. They are employed iu 
" throwing up a redoubt, to contain three hundred men," {OeHeral Ijee 
to Gmtfral Washington, "New-Yobk, February 29, 1776.") 

7 Jacobus SwartM'out was Colonel of one of the Regiments^ so called, 
of Duchess-county Minute-men, {Hittorical Mamuer^t, etc. : AfHitary 
JielunUf xxtI., 3.) 

8 Lieutenant-colonel Cornelius Humphreys evidently commanded the 
Regiment of DucheosKsounty Minute-men, of which John Van Neon was 
Colonel and Robert G. Liringston, Junior, one of the M%{ora. (Hiatorical 
Matttucnpi», etc. : JifUiiary Retwrng^ xxvi., 3.) 

General Order* of Lord Stirling, General of the Continental TVoopt, 
" Hkad-qitautehm, March 16, 1776." 

W General Lee to General Watihington^ " New-Youk, Febniary 29, 1776;" 
Jones's Hiiftortf of Mew York duHng the SevohUionary ITar, i., 69. 

At the period referred to in the text, that was known as " Waldron's 
" Feny." 
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but it was composed of men of notorious poverty and 
meanness/ by no means representative men of the 
yeomanry of Westchesier-county ; " many of them " 
were, " destitute of " arras " '^ and, therefore, useless 
for soldiers ; and it appears that, as such characters 
were apt to be, they were recklessly destructive of 
the private property of those who were richer than 
they, not sparing, even, the property of those who 
had endeavored to make them more than ordinarily 
comfortable.^ The Lieutenant-colonel of the Regi- 
ment, who was, also, a Deputy from Westchester- 
county in the Provincial Congress, complained to 
that body that the Regiment *Modged in an uncom- 
" fortable manner for the want of Cribs for its beds; " 
and he insisted that it was " necessary that a car- 
" penter be sent to make Cribs for their beds; " and 
a carpenter was accordingly sent to Hoern's Hook, 
for the purpose of making '* Cribs " for the greater 
comfort of Westchester-county's " patriotic " Minute- 
men/ 

It does not appear how long that particular Regi- 
ment remained in the service of the Continent; but it 
was evidently mustered in for only a short term of 
service ; and that, at the expiration of that brief term, 
it was discharged and mustered out, disappearing, for 
ever, from the field of military service. 

On the nineteenth of January, 1776, the Continen- 
tal Congress ordered four Battalions to be raised for 
the defence of the Colony of New York ; * and, on the 
twenty-sixth of the same month, the experiment of 
starting the work of enlistment, for those four Battal- 
ions, by jobbing out the Offices which would be re- 
quired, among the several Counties, with invitations 
for estimates of the numbers of men who could "be 
" speedily raised and armed," in the respective Coun- 
ties, by that proflered bait of Offices, was the first ac- 
tion which was taken by the revolutionary authori- 
ties, in New York, on that important subject.* 

On the following day, [Januari/ 27, 1770,] the Com- 
mittee of Safety issued its Instructions for t/ie Recrtdt- 
ing Officers who should be employed in the enlistment 
of men for the service referred to, in that new Order 
— the pay of the Privates was to be five dollars per 
month ; each was to receive, as a bounty, a felt hat, a 
pair of yarn stockings, a pair of shoes, and, if they 
could be procured, a hunting-shirt and a blanket; 
and the men were to provide their own Arms. There 



1 Colonel Samuel Drake to the ProvincuU Cknigreu^ " New-Yokk, Foby. 
"10, 1776," compared with tho letter of Dirck Lefferta, jwa/. 

* C donel Sfimtwl Drake to the Pnpvinci(d Cbfu^reM, "Nkw-York, Feby. 
** 10, 1776." 

3 IHrck Ij^ert* to the Deputiea of the several CVmNfiew, et«., ** May 1, 
"1770." f-1^4- 

* Jtmrnul of the Provincial Congress, "Die Mnrtia, 3 ho., P.M., Murch 
'• VI, 1776." 

6 JourtMl of the ContiuenttU Congress, " Friday, January IJ), 1770." 
« Journal of the Committee of Safetj/, "Dio Veneris, 3 ho., P.M., Jany. 
"26, 1776," and the Circular Letter, containing the proposed system, 
which was ordered to be sent to each of the several County Committees, 
on the same day. 



was no specified term of service ; but the Privates — 
not the Officers — were " liable to be discharged at any 
" time, on allowing them one month's pay extraordi- 
''nary."' 

There appears to have been great backwardness in 
enlisting, however — those who were expected to step 
into the ranks and to do the fatigue duty and the 
fighting, while the more favored ones of the Rebellion 
had occupied all the offices, in advance, and were pre- 
destinated to enjoy all that was comfortable and to 
issue all the orders and to be implicitly obeyed, were 
slow in their responses ; only those who were extreme- 
ly poor, and whose actual necessities obliged them, 
or those whose morals were questionable, and who 
enlisted either to retire from adverse observation or 
to secure a wider field for their unholy practices, ap- 
pearing to have been willing to support **the Liber- 
** ties of America," in the field, evew where there was 
no enemy and where none was really expected.'* In- 
deed, so discouraging were the reports from those who 
had beeu entrusted with the Warrants for recruiting, 
that, on the fifteenth of February, the Provincial Con- 
gress, on the recommendation of a Committee who 
had been appointed to consider the subject, deter- 
mined to apportion a specified quota of Officers and 
Privates to each of the Counties in the Colony, in or- 
der that the organization of the required Battalions 
might be effected in the shortest possible period.* 
Three days subsetjuently, \^February 18, 1776,] another 
Committee who had been appointed to apportion the 
different quota of Officers and Privates to be raised in 
the several Counties, made a Report, which was 
adopted, two Companies, as we have already stated, 
being apportioned to Westchester- county ;*^ and, on 
the afternoon of the same day, a Circular letter was 
sent by the Provincial Congress to each of the Coun- 
ty-committees throughout the Colony, informing it of 
the arrangement and urging its attention to the mat- 
ter of the enlistments. As that Circular Letter is pe- 
culiarly interesting, in its details of the terms of en- 
listment into the Continental Army of 1776, a place 
may properly be found for it, in these pages. It was 
in the following words : 

" In Provincial Congress, 

"New- York, Feb. 18, 1776. 
*^ISir: 

" The Congress having determined that your Coun- 

" ty shall have the opportunity of raising [tivo} Com- 

" panics in the four Regiments to be raised by order 



^ Instructions to the Othnels ami oilier Officers for Enlii^ment, etc., 
"CuMMiTTBE OF Safktv, Nkw-Yubk, Jauy. 27, 1770." 

^ Etihu Marvin, Ouiirtnan, to tlie Committee of Safety ^ "In Ouunty 
" C0MMITTF.K, Oxford, Feb. 16, 1776;" Zepheniah PlaU, ChurmoH, to the 
I^vincial Congress^ "PovoilKF.KWiK, Fob. 9, 1770;" Caittain William 
Barker t» tlte J*rovinci(il dmgresn, **Ameni.v, Marub 1, 1776"; William 
Smith, Chairman, "Suffolk County, Jauy. 24, 1776;" The 0»nmittee of 
Albany County to Ote Committee of tkifHy, "Albany, April 2, 1775" ; etc. 

9 JfmmaX of the Prorincial Congress^ *'Die JovJs, P.M., Feb. 15, 1776." 

10 Journal of Uie Provincial Congress, *■ Die bolis, 10 ho., A.M., Fob. 18, 
" 1776." 
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of the Continental Congress, for the defence of this 
Colony, have resolved that blank Warrants for the 
Officers of the same shall be sent to your Com- 
mittee. 

•* Yon will observe by the enclosed Resolves that 
you are restrained in the appointments to give the 
preference to such persons as have served their Coun- 
try in the last Campaign; but it is not, by any 
means, the design of Congress that men who have 
misbehaved themselves should be any further em- 
ployed. 

"It is expected that the people will readily enlist 
in these Regiments, as they arc raised for the ex- 
press purpose of defending this Colony ; and unless 
we raise them from among ourselves, in all proba- 
bility they will be sent from other Colonies, which 
will be to our everlasting disgrace. 

" We have great confidence in your zeal for the 
common cause, and trust you will exert yourselves 
that these levies be completed with all possible de- 
spatch. 

"We are. Sir, your very hble. servants, 
" By order, 
" Nathaniel Woodhull, Pres't." 

" It is expected that each man furnishes himself 
with a good gun and bayonet, tomahawk, knapsack 
or haversack, and two bills. But those who are not 
able to furnish themselves with these arms and ac- 
coutrements will be supplied at the public expense, 
for the payment of which small stoppages will be 
made out of their monthly pay, till the whole are 
paid for ; then they are to remain the property o( 
the men.'* ' 



Notwithstanding all the inducements which the 
Provincial Congress and its various office-seeking re- 
cruiting agents could offer, however, the staid and 
conservative farmers of Westeh ester-county were 
slow to enlist into the Continental service — there had 
been much discontentment among those who were in 
the service, under Colonel Holmes, in the preceding; 
year ; ' and on the return of those malcontents, they 
had undoubtedly told the story of their respect- 
ive grievances to their surprised and sympathetic 
neighbors ; besides which hindrance, the conserva- 
tism of the County hiid been too barbarously 
treated by those who were in rebellion, to permit it 
to extend to that "common cause" the slightest 
favor, while the w^ounds which it had thus received 
were yet bleeding. It was, indeed, true that War- 
rants had been sent with the Circular Letter, in Feb- 
ruary; and it is undoubtedly true, also, that the 
favored ones, throughout the County, Warrants in 
hand and Offices in prospective, had employed all 
their powers of conciliation and persuasion to ensure 



^Journal of Ute Pntvincial O'ngresit^ "Die Sol is, P. B(., Feb. 18, 
"1776." 
s Vide piigea lOU, U \, ante. 



a successful enlistment of the quota and the conse- 
quent reward to themselves ; but Westchester-county 
would not be conciliated far enough to send her well- 
to-do sons into the Army ; and the Warrants were re- 
turned to the Congress and the proffered Offices 
were not secured by those who had hankered for 
them. The prospect for the four Battalions, as far as 
Westchester-county was concerned in it, was not 
promising; and the Committee of Safety was already 
entertaining the propo.ml to call back the Warrants 
which had been sent into the County, more than two 
months previously, when a letter was received by 
that body, from Gilbert Drake, the Chairman of the 
Committee of the County, stating that one, Ezekiel 
Hyatt, or Haight, with his associates, had enlisted 
seventy men in Westchester-county, for a Connecticut 
Regiment ; but was inclined to take them, as a por- 
tion of the quota of that County, into a New York 
Regiment, if Commissions could be assured to those 
who were designated as their Officers.* 

Subsexjuently, it was seen that the men whom 
Ezekial Hyatt, or Haight, or Hait — for by each of 
these several names that " patriotic " gentleman was 
known, at different times — had enlisted into his Com- 
pany had been entrapped, by false representations ; * 
and the revelations of unopened records of that 
period, more recently opened, reveal the fact that 
Commissions had already been issued, by the Conti- 
nental Congress, to Ezekiel Hait, Esquire, as Cap- 
tain,* to Caleb Hobby, Gentleman, as First Lieuten- 
ant,® to Joseph De Groet, Gentleman, as Second Lieu- 
tenant,^ and to Isaac Poineair, Gentleman, as En- 
sign,^ all dated on the eighth of April, more than a 
fortnight before Gilbert Drake wrote to the Commit- 
tee of Safety, asking Commissions for the same Offi- 
cers from the Provincial Congress of New York ; and 
that each of those Commissions had specifically de- 
scribed the Company to which the holder of the Com- 
mission was attached, not as belonging to a Connecti- 
cut Regiment, but as " the Company of the First 
" Regiment of New York Forces." But, whatever 
schemes may have been laid to carry the Company 
into the Connecticut Line of the Continental Army, 
and notwithstanding the men enlisted into the Com- 
pany had been fraudulently entrapped into a service 
which they did not intend to enter,* Captain Hyatt 



« GiUterl />miy to " Mr. Mnrin Scotl,'' " April the 24th, I77fi ; " Jtmrnal 
of the CoHimiUt'e of Stifrt/f^ " Die JovIb, 10 ho., A.M., April 26, 1776." 

* A LM of the OJirem" nttmeA in Xew York 3Voo/w, rv:. : Col. MclkmgaTa 
lieghnnd. (5). — HitUor'mil MiiHtucriptK^ etc. : MUUarg (hmmiUe«, XXT., 
488. 

MUiUtry Iteturm^ xxvii., 88. 
MUiUiry /MwrM*, xxvii., y(>. 
MUilary IMnnu, xxvii., IHJ. 
MUUitry lieturuM, xxvll., 11)4. 
B There are guod roaauns for hclioving that that (/ompany, like the 
Biinilar (U^inpaiiy coniiuanded by (ktrneliun Steenrod, of which mention 
will lie made, hereafter, had been really enliHted for Colonel Samuel 
Drake's RcKinient of Minute-uien, then at, Ilooriri) Hook, an alrea^Iy 
iitiite<I ; and that a Hystom of schemes had followed, flrat with Alexander 
McDougal, of the flrat New-York Begiuieut ; then with some Connactic 
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and his command were accepted by the Committee of 
Safety, as one of the two Companies required from 
Westchester-county ; ^ and it subsequently constituted 
the Fifth Company of the First Regiment of the New 
York Line, commanded by Colonel Alexander Mc- 
Dougal.' It was said of the Company, afterwards, 
that the Captain ** has deceived the Convention " 
[the Provincial Congress f] "in Enlisting the men 
" for 6 & 12 months instead of doing it for the 
" war ; " ' that the men, who had, also, been deceived 
by their Captain, deserted in large numbers ; ^ that the 
Regiment was greatly reduced by the desertions, of 
which those from this Company were part ; ^ and the 
Company was thereby disgraced, through all time. 
Of Captain Hyatt, it was stated that he was ^' unfit'' 
to be retained in the service,^ as '* he wants authority 
" to make a good Officer :" ^ of the three Subalterns, 
the same record stated, "These three wish to de- 
" cline the service ; they will be no loss to it." ^ 

Two days after Ezekiel Hyatt, through the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Westchester-county, had 
secured a place for himself and his command, in the 
New York Line of the Continental Army, [April 27, 
1776,] Cornelius Steenrod appeared, personally, before 
the Committee of Safety, in the City of New York, 
and informed that Committee " that he can enlist a 
"complete Company of men for the Continental ser- 
" vice, in fourteen days ; " and the Committee, after 
due consideration of the proposal, adopted a Resolu- 
tion giving to him "full assurance that he and his 
"Subalterns, with the said Company, will be em- 
" ployed as part of the troops raising for the defence 
"of this Colony," provided a full and complete Com- 
pany of able bodied men should be enlisted and made 
ready to join a Regiment, within the designated 
period of fourteen days.' 

That Cornelius Steenrod was a Miller, on the Cort- 
landt's Manor ; evidently a man of some property ; *" 



pariicfl ; and Anally with the Committee of Weatchestcr-coiinty — piach 
scheme having l>een an improvonient un those which had ]irc«etled It — 
for the disixwltiun of the Company, JuAt as schemes were formed fur the 
promotion of iiemonal {ntereet« of Ofllceni, and Jnst as Enlisted Men were 
trucked and iMtrtered into llegiments which were foreign to them, for 
the promotion of those schemes, in another service, within the memory 
of living men. 

» Jtmrml of Ote OnwmiUee of Safety, "Die Jovia, 4 ho., P.M., April 25, 
" 1770." 

' Lirf of Offirerri' name* of Neic Yttrk Troopt^ vis. : Chlint*^ McfMnujuPif 
RetjhneiU^ — JIuiU>ru;al MaimmrqtlH, etc. : MUiltiry (JontwUUe, xxv,, 488. 

sibid. 

^General Aleiamlrr Mclknujnl to RfAtert !«/«, "Yonkkrs, 21 October, 
*' 1776." 

6 Ibid. 

^ Geueml McDougoT* RfcmninentUtiUm of Lieutenant- Ckikmel Van OortJandl 
— Hititoriatl Mantmrnptu^ etc. : MUitary Oommittee^ xxv., 845. 

7 lAsl of OffleerH* wmten of Sew York Trotijut, viz. : Colonel MeDtmgaTB 
Regiment. — IJUilorU'itl ManuncrijttJt^ etc. : Military Qmnnittee^ xxv., 488. 

8 Ibid. 

• JfMrTud of the OannnUlee of Safety, " Die SabbatI, 10 ho., A.M., April 
" 27, 1776." 

M Gomelins Steenrod was the owner of three fulling-mills, if not ol some 
others; and he wldreflse4l "the Convention," without date, reqnenting 
protection for his millers. — GtmelUu Steenrod tb '''the t5rtjreM/*r>M," with- 
out place or date — JoumaU of the I^rovineial CongreM, il., 147. 



and an intimate friend and confidajite of Stephen De 
Lancey, a son of the late distinguished Chief-justice 
De Lancey, who was also one of the Proprietors and a 
resident of that Manor,*^ there can be no doubt. 
He was peculiarly anxious to obtain an ofiBce, no mat- 
ter what, nor on what terms ; " he was particularly 
zealous in his desire that he might administer test- 
oaths to his neighbors ; ^ and it is more than probable 
that he was, in fact, a " Mend of the Grovemment," 
in disguise, notwithstanding all his official dis- 
claimers.^* He had been in command of one of the 
skeleton Companies of Minute-men of which the 
skeleton Regiment of Colonel Samuel Drake had 
been nominally composed ^ — it is more than probable 
that one of those two blank Commissions, for 
Captains of Companies, which had been issued in 
advance of the formation of those Companies,*^ was 
held by him ; and it is far from impossible that the 
men whom he and his Subalterns had evidently on 
hand, when he applied to the Committee of Safety for 
admittance into the service of the Continent, in a 
different Regiment, had been really enlisted for the 
re-inforcement of the former Regiment, then at 
Hoern's Hook. 

He evidently completed his Company, in season to 
take a place, as the second Company of the appor- 
tionment to Westchester-county, in the First Regi- 
ment of the New York Line, in the Continental 
A.rmy of 1776, commanded by Colonel Alexander 
McDougal, of which it was the Sixth Company, 
Isaac Titus having been his First Lieutenant, Isaac 
Ruyckman, Junior, his Second Lieutenant, and Ben- 
jamin Jones his Ensign.^' But, like Captain Hyatt, 
Captain Steenrod had deceived his men and the 
Congress, in his enlistment of his command for six 
and twelve months inHtead of for the entire period of 



1* Onruelius StefurtHl In the flnmniltee of Stift'ly, " January 51, 1777 ; " the 
Omimiimioneniof Setpiet^atitm to the thuncU of S/ifety, ** Pekk8 Kim., July 
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Testimony of litnieliiiM Steenrod Itef ore Uie thmtnitlee of WetfirheMter-cfmnty^ 
June 13, 1777; t\>rMfUu» Steeurml tf) the limrfntion of the State, *'Wk8T- 
"CHERTKn OouNTY, <5ouTLANDT Manor, Juhc 2.S, 1777," ttud the scTornl 
cncloHuree therein ; etc. 
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sptraciee, of the Provincial Oonf^ross, that Thonins Vernon, that prisoner 
who mtuleso much trouble, had informed him that one of the Captains 
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^6 General Lt/rd Stirling's Genend Orders, " New Yobk, March 16, 
"1776." 

^« JoMnioi of the Prtmncial Oongren, " Die Mercurii, 10 ho., A.M., Oc- 
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Regimenl — Historical Matnucrqtls, etc. : MdiUrry Comniitiee, xxv., i88. 
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the War; ^ his command reciprocating, like that of 
Captain Hyatt, by deserting, in great numbem, and, 
thereby, seriously crippling the Regiment ; * and, also 
like Captain Hyatt, personally, he was reported as 
''unfit'' for his command.' The similarity of that 
Company and its Officers and that commanded by 
Captain Hyatt and its Officers is singularly continued 
in the fact that the Second Lieutenant who was with 
Captain Steenrod when the Company was mustered 
into the Continental Service, was subsequently 
cashiered,^ assuredly for conduct which was more 
than ordinarily bad ; and in the Report, concerning 
First Lieutenant Titus and Ensign Jones, that 
" These two are unfit for the service." * 

Captain Ambrose Horton, who commanded one of 
the Companies from Westchester-county, in the Cam- 
paign of 1775, appears to have returned to the service, 
probably from another County, in 1776 ; * but noth- 
ing more than a mere mention of his name was made, 
without the slightest additional information. Neither 
Captain Daniel Mills nor Captain Jonathan Piatt, 
each of whom had commanded a Company from 
Westchester-county, in the Campaign of 1775, ap- 
peare to have returned to the service, in 1776. 

It will be seen, from the respective records of the 
fraudulent practices of Ezekiel Hyatt and Cornelius 
Steenrod and their respective associates, in their en- 
listment of men for their respective commands; from 
the records of the questionable manner in which 
their respective Companies were carried, without 
their consent, into a line of the Continental Service 
for which they were not enlisted ; from the records of 
the personal unfitness for their respective offices of 
the several Officers of both these Companies; and 
from those of the consequent disaffection and deser- 
tions of the enlisted men, that Westch ester-county's 
quota, in the Continental levy of 1776, was of question- 
able usefulness to the country or the cause in which 
it was nominally engaged. Whatever may have 
been the character and conduct of the Non-commis- 
sioned Officers and Privates of which those Companies 
were respectively composed — and it is due to the mem- 
ory of those unknown men that it should be said of 
them that no record of bad conduct, on their parts, has 
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come down among the debris of that period, since it 
cannot be regarded as a crime that some of them, un- 
bidden, in that era of disregard of law, helped them- 
selves to the freedom, belonging to themselves, of 
which their Officers had fraudulently deprived them 
— it cannot be consistently pretended, by any. one, that 
the Officers of those Companies were reasonably rep- 
resentative men of the great body of the farmers of 
Colonial Westchester-county, of that or of any other 
period: whether or not they may be regarded as 
representative men of that other and smaller class of 
the inhabitants of that County, in 1775-76, of those 
whose '^ patriotism '' was only ill-concealed selfish- 
ness, of those whose devotion to " the common cause" 
was graduated with nothing else than with the prom- 
ised profits of the investment, of those whose zeal 
was tempered with nothing as- effective as with an 
Office of some sort, the reader can determine for him- 
Hclf, from the evidence which has been already ad- 
duced, illustrative of the character and conduct of 
the revolutionary faction, within that County, during 
that later Colonial Period. 

Among the multitude of requirements, made by 
General Lee, either on his own motion or at the 
prompting of those who pandered to his baser incli- 
nations, and which were obsequiously obeyed by the 
Provincial Congress, was one, made early in March, 
1776, for ''a Magazine of Provisions and Military 
'^ Stores, to be established in Westchester-county," 
the requisition being supplemented with a recommen- 
dation that " the Deputies of Westchester-county 
'^purchase and deposit, in different stores in that 
** County, twelve hundred barrels of good salted Pork, 
'^wherever it is to be bought; and that the said 
'' salted Pork be repacked and pickled by a sworn 
" Packer of New York ; and that the Deputies of 
'* Albany-county purchase eighteen hundred and fifly 
*' bushels of good Peas, and send them to the Depu- 
" ties of Westchester-county, to be by them stored in 
*' the same manner." ^ 

The proposed test of the quality of the Pork to be 
purchased was, however, not satisfactory to those 
who were manipulating the Congress, in the interest 
of the job; and, on the ninth of March, when that 
body resumed the consideration of the proposition, it 
was led to suppose that the Resolution which had 
been adopted, approving the same, was " imperfect, 
" inadequate to the end, and that the method thereby 
" proposed will create unnecessary expense." It also 
appointed a Committee of three Deputies, two of 
whom were John Thomas, Junior, and Colonel Joseph 
Drake, both of them Deputies from Westchester- 
county, '' to reconsider the method of establishing a 
" Magazine of Provisions, and to report thereon."^ 



TJmrual of the Provincial (bM^/ress, '* Die Lunie, 3 ho., P.M., March 
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The whole subject had evidently been considered, 
informally, before ic was laid before the Congress — in 
the expressive phrase of practical men, it had been 
" cut and dried "—and the Committee " speedily re- 
" turned and reported ** a substitute for the original 
Resolution, which was more ** perfect," more " ade- 
" quate to the end," and less expensive, although itwas^ 
also, less favorable to the Congress — it did no more 
than to omit the provision for the employment of a 
Packer from New York, by whom, also, the quality of 
the Pork could have been accurately ascertained, 
leaving every other portion of the original Resolu- 
tion, in the form in which it had been adopted, five 
days previously. The evidently pre-arranged Report 
and Resolution were promptly approved, without a 
dissenting voice ; ^ and the scheme was, so far, a com- 
plete success. 

There does not appear to have been a doubt con- 
cerning the entire safety of such a Magazine, nor of 
such a series of Magazines, notwithstanding the 
known hostility of by far the greater number of the 
inhabitants of Westchester- county, within which 
they were to be established, against all which per- 
tained to the Rebellion — ^an hostility, too, which had 
become intensified by reason of the repeated and 
ruinous outrages to which the Conservatives among 
them, and few were not Conservatives, had been 
subjected; and if anything were wanted to establish 
the fact of the quiet, law-observing, and upright 
personal character of those much abused and much 
persecuted farmers of Colonial Westchester-county, 
it may be found in that voluntary tribute to their 
integrity, thus unwittingly, but freely, paid by their 
most virulent enemies. A Military Magazine estab- 
lished in the midst of a community who was hostile to 
those who gathered and established it, without ample 
provision for its protection, and depending, largely, 
if not entirely, for its safety, on the forbearance oi 
those among whom it was placed, was an anomaly 
in Military Science; but the farmers of Westchester- 
county were not inclined to retaliate; and those who 
were leaders in the Rebellion could, therefrom, have 
learned something which would have been useful to 
themselves and to their "common cause," had' not 
they been besotted in their greed for Office and its 
emoluments and for the authority and the opportuni- 
ties for personal aggrandizement which office-bearing, 
in a revolutionary era, always affords to those who 
are the greater zealots. 

The Deputies from Westchester-county were not 
slow in their movements, homeward, as soon as that 
Report and that Resolution had been adopted, leav- 
ing the Deputation in the Congress without the 
requisite quorum, in their eager pursuit of the advan- 
tages, to themselves, which were offered in their pur- 
chiises of barrelled Pork. The reiuton for the embargo 



^JtmrHoi of the Provincial Congren^ "Die Stibbati, lUko., A.M., Marcb 
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which had closed the foreign markets against the pro- 
ducers and which had monopolized the trade in favor 
of the local buyers and at their own prices, was then 
made manifest to all observers ; and the favored Depu- 
ties, who were the official buyers, and their personal 
friends were provided with an outlet, at favorable 
prices, not only for the surplus of their own products, 
but for those additional stocks which the rigidly 
enforced embargo and their more accurate knowledge 
of what the future was to develope, had placed 
within their control ; and that without any limitations 
concerning prices to be paid, and without any danger, 
concerning the quality of the article to be sold, from 
the adverse reports of a sworn Packer and Inspector, 
from the City of New York. 

On the thirteenth of March, a letter was received 
from Qenerai Washington, expressing to " the Com- 
"manding Officer of the American Forces, New 
" York," ' the suspicions of the Commander-in-chief 
that the Royal Army which was then enclosed in Bos- 
ton would soon be transferred to New York, and ap- 
pealing to the Provincial Congress for its best efforts "to 
" prevent their forming a lodgment before" [he^ Oen- 
eral Washington^] '* can come or send to your assist- 



" ance." 



The intelligence thus communicated to the Provin- 
cial Congress, for General Lord Stirling immediately 
submitted the letter to that body, led to another 
revision of the Resolution authorizing the establish- 
ment of a Military Magazine in Westchester-county, 
already referred to, which resulted in the adoption of 
the following Resolution, not necessarily as a substi- 
tute for the other, nor probably regarded as such a 
substitute, in practise : 

"Ordered, That Colonel Gilbert Drake repair 
" immediately to Westchester-county and purchase 
"twelve hundred barrels of the best Pork, and 
"have the same safely stored, agreeable to the 
"Resolves of this Congress, of the ninth day of 
" March instant ; that he take with him, from New- 
" York, a sworn Inspector and Repacker of Pork, to 
" inspect and re-pack the same ; and that he purchase 
" and store, at the cheapest rate in his power. Flour 
"sufficient for the use of five thousand men for a 
" month." » 

Notwithstanding the adroitness of Colonel Gilbert 
Drake, in concentrating within his own person the sole 
authority to purchase all the Pork and all the Flour 
which were considered necessary, when the last- 
named Resolution was adopted by the Provincial 
Congress, his associates in the Deputation from 
Westchester-county were already in the field, bar- 
gaining for barrelled Pork, under the provisions of 
the former Resolution; entering into competition 
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with hnn, among the sellers of Pork, who were not 
slow to take advantage of that circumstance, in ad- 
vancing the prices of the goods; and, to a corre- 
sponding extent, intercepting, advantageously to 
themselvca, the profits of those particular transactions 
which, but for their interference, would have fallen 
into his basket. 

The Provincial Congress had adjourned, leaving 
its Committee of Safety to discharge its ordinary 
duties; * and William Paulding was the only Deputy 
from Westchester-county who remained in the City 
of New York. But, on the afternoon of the first day 
of the exiHtence of that Committee, [^March 18, 1776,] 
Mr. Paulding, whose hand was evidently clean while 
those of all his fellow Deputies were seriously 
smirched, ** informed the Committee that several of the 
** members from Westchester-county, conceiving that 
** they were directed to purchase Pork for a Magazine, 
" were purchasing quantities for that purpose ; that 

Colonel Gilbert Drake, by a late Order of the 

Congress, was also purchasing the whole quantity 
" directed to be stored in that County, whereby there 
" is danger that the said article of Provisions may 
" be purchased at an exorbitant price." ' 

After due consideration of the subject, the Com- 
mittee of Safety determined to limit the price to be 
paid for the Pork, leaving the rival buyers undis- 
turbed, which was undoubtedly done for political 
reasons — it would not have been prudent to have ar- 
rested the Deputation of a County, while it was so 
eagerly engaged in a still-hunt for some of the pick- 
ings which had been placed within its reach, by the 
revolutionary leaders. The enactment of the Com- 
mittee of Safety was in these words : 
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" Whereas different appointments have been made 
by the Provincial Congress, for the purchase of 
" barreled Pork, in Westchester-county ; it is there- 
*• fore 

" Ordered, That no person employed in that ser- 
" vice pay more for that article of Provision than four 
" pounds per barrel, subject to the expense of the 
"sellers for cartage to the place of delivery in the 
" County." » 

On the first of April, 1776 — ample time having 
elapsed, since the two Orders were made, to enable 
all which could be done in the way of purchases and 
sales of Pork and Flour, to have been done, satisfac- 
torily to those who were originally in the secret — the 
Committee of Safety discovered what it regarded as a 
fact, that such a Military Magazine as General Lee had 
called for and which the Provincial Congress had de- 
liberately established, would " not be absolutely neces- 
sary ; '' and it accordingly " Ordered, That Colonel 



1 Journal of tk« Provincial Otmgrtu^ " Die Sabteti, B ho., A.M., March 
" le, 1T76." 
s J*mmal of the CommiUee of £lc^ely, " Die Laiue, 4 ho., P.M., March 

'Ibid. 



''Gilbert Drake and the other members of West- 
'^ chester-County do not purchase any more Pro- 
'^ visiouH, until farther order ; and that they return 
'' with all convenient speed to this Committee, an ac- 
^* count of all the Provisions they have purchased, and 
''in what stores they are placed.'' * 

It recjuired eight days for the Committee's letter 
and Order to reach the busy Deputies and to arrest 
their eager searches for Pork and Flour ; but on the 
eighth day, [April 9, 1776,] Colonel Drake reported 
that he, and John Thomas, Junior, and Major Lock- 
wood, three of the migratory Deputies, had bought 
about one thousand barrels of the former and six 
hundred barrels of the latter ; ^ from which one may 
learn something of the producti veuess of Colonial West- 
chester-county, in 1775, notwithstanding the disturb- 
ances, already referred to, to which its inhabitants had 
been so frequently and so seriously subjected — the 
usual Autumn and Winter sales of these two staple 
articles had been undoubtedly made ; extraordinary 
sales had been made for the Northern Army and lor 
distant places, many of them having been made mut- 
ters of otlicial record; the home-consumption had 
been supplied, freely, during the Autumn, the Winter, 
and the early Spring ; and the necessary supplies, 
also for the home-consumption, until the following 
Autumn, had been undoubtedly reserved ; but the 
supply was not exhausted ; and a thousand barrels of 
malted Pork and six hundred barrels of Flour had been 
found and purchased, on the account of the Provin- 
cial Congress, within the limited period of three 
weeks, and within the limits of that single County. 
The Westchester-county farmers of our own period, 
with their greater numbers and greater area of till< 
able ground, with their modern appliances of artificial 
manures and improved implements — ^uone of them, at 
that time, even hoped for — ^aud with all the improved 
facilities of transit and of transportation which they 
now possess, may reasonably hang their heads, in 
humiliation, on a comparison of the results of their 
labors with the results of the labors of those industri- 
ous, prudent, and thrifty men who preceded them, 
with smaller numbers and none of the advantages 
which are now accessible to every one. 

Reference has been made to the action of the Pro- 
vincial Congress encouraging the establishment of 
Powder-mills, and offering loans for that purpose, 
without interest, to proper persons, in specified 
Counties, of which AVestchester was one. Although 
no mention was subse^juently made of the establish- 
ment of such a Mill within the limits of Westchester- 
county, the fact that such an offer was made affords 
another testimony to what has been, already adduced 
concerning the peaceful disposition of the farmers, 
throughout that County, even in the face of the greatest 



* Joumul of the CotmnUtee of &ifeiy, " D\o Lunie, 9 ho., A.M., April 1, 
" 1776." 

ft Ji/tirtM/ of the Committee of Safety, " Die Mercurii, 4 ho., P.M., April 
" 17, 177G." 
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aggravations, since the want of the Arms of which 
they had been robbed would not have been a hindrance 
to any one who had desired to destroy a Powder-mill; 
and it shows, also, how unwise that revolutionary 
policy had been, which had tended not only to impair 
the industrial usefulness of such a community, at a 
time when the results of its agricultural and other in- 
dustrial labors were most needed, but to make that 
element, in the Colony, permanently antagonistic, 
which, under a peaceful and conciliatory policy, might 
have been made passive and useful, if not friendly 
and CO operative. 

Ailer the autocratic General Lee was ordered to the 
South, in March, 1776, the military command of the 
Continental forces in the City of New York was vested 
in General Lord Stirling ; and, on the thirteenth of 
that month, that commanding General requested the 
Provincial Congress to appoint a Committee, to con- 
fer with him on various subjects connected with the 
defense of the City and Colony.' 

On the following day, IMarch 14, 1776,] for the pur- 
pose of putting the City into a proper condition to 
sustain an attack, '* all the male inhabitants, capable 
" of fatigue," were ordered to " be immediately em- 
*' ployed on the fortifications of the City, and as well 
" all the negro men in the City and County of New 
''York" were similarly ordered; and, at the same 
time, the inhabitants of Kings-county were ordered 
to be similarly employed on the defences of that 
County ; while levies were made on the southern part 
of Orange, or what now constitutes Rockland, County, 
and on the County of Westchester, for detachments 
from the Militia of those Counties, respectively, for the 
support and assistance of the working parties in the 
City of New York.* 

That portion of the Regulations^ thus agreed to 
between General Lord Stirling and the Committee ol 
the Provincial Congress, which related particularly 
to Westchester-county, is in the following words: 

" Ithly, Resolved and Ordered, That Colonel 
Joseph Drake and Colonel Thomas Thomas, ol 
Westchester-county, do draft out of their Regiments 
two hundred men, in the following proportions, to 
wit; Two Companies of sixty-five Privates each, 
besides the Captains and other inferior Officers, out 
of Colonel Joseph Drake's Regiment, and one Com- 
pany of sixty-five Privates, with the Captain and 
other in ferior Officers, of Colonel Thomas's Regiment, 
and as many more men out of those two Regiments 
as will turn out. Volunteers for that service, to be im- 
mediately sent to the City of New York, armed and 
accoutred in the best manner possible, and to be 
joined to Colonel Samuel Drake's Regiment, and to 
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1 Journal of the Provimckd Conffre»^ " Die Mercuril, 10 bo., A.M., 
" March 13, 1776." 

tjoufnal of the Provmeial Oongren, " Die JoTii, 4 ho., P.M., March 14, 
••1776." 



*' receive the same pay and provisions as the other 
'* Continental forces in this Colony." 

As what was called the Regiment of Westchester- 
county Minute-men, commanded by Colonel Samuel 
Drake,' was then at Hoern*s H(X)k, opposite Hell-gate, 
it will be seen that Westchester-county was largely 
depended on ; but no record has been found which 
indicates which of the Companies of the Militia of 
that County were thus dratled and sent to throw up 
the defensive works within the City of New York, 
nor is it now known who, if any, of the farmers of 
that County, volunteered their services, for that la- 
borious duty. 

As has been already stated, early attention was 
paid by the Provincial Congress to the subject of the 
election of Deputies to a new Congress and to that 
of its own dissolution. To that end, on the sixteenth 
of December, 1776, the Congress adopted the follow- 
ing Resolution : 

*' Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be and 
"hereby are fully empowered to issue orders to the 
'' respective Counties in this Colony, to elect Deputies 
" for a Provincial Congress of this Colony, to meet 
*'on the second Tuesday in May next. The said 
"Committee, by their Order, appointing the day of 
" Election, in each County, to be at least twenty-one 
" days before the said second Tuesday in May next."* 

Notwithstanding that Resolution, there appears to 
have been some other " plan for the election of Depu- 
"ties to form a Provincial Congress to meet when the 
"present Provincial Congress will expire." It is 
not now known what that other " plan " embraced 
nor by whom it was introduced or supported ; but it 
was evidently intended to limit the right of voting 
for Deputies to the new Congress, to those who had 
signed the Association^ and to have tlie vote taken by 
ballot. It appears, also, to have been resolutely and 
successfully opposed, at least as far as the limitation 
of the right of suffrage was included in its provisions; 
and its evidently radical supporters, after their defeat 
on that portion of the "plan," abandoned the pro- 
ject for an election by ballot.* The entire subject 
was then referred to a Committee, for further consid- 
eration ; and, on the afternoon of the same day, after 
the said " plan " had been " read, and again read, 
" paragraph by paragraph, amended, and corrected," 
it is said to have been " approved," subject, however, 
to a further consideration, on the following morning.' 



sytda page8l62, 153, ante. 

* Journal of ike ProHwitd Congrem^ *'Die Sabteti, 10 ho., A.M., Deer. 
"16, 1775." 

ijonrual of Ike ProviHcial Congren^ "Die Lunff>, 10 ho., A.M., March 
•• 11, 1776." 

*Jimmal of the Prorincial CVn^rc**, " Die Lunic, 4 ho., P.M., March 11, 
" 1776. '• 

TJie obscurity of the Jtmrnah of the second Provincial Gongrsn, on 
the subject under consideration, is reliered, to some extent Ijiy the Jonr- 
Mtia of the third of those Congresses in an occaaioual reference to the 
subject. 
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Besides that almost unintelligible entry in the Jour- 
naU of the Provincial Congress, no mention appears to 
have been made on the subject, if any thing Hirther 
was done with it. It is probable, however, that an 
Election was ordered to be made for Deputies, on the 
third Tuesday, which was the sixteenth day, of April ; ' 
and that the fourteenth day of May was designated for 
the meeting of the new Provincial Congress.* 

The Provincial Congress itself appears to have been 
disbanded, informally — its Journal make^ no mention 
of a formal adjournment — on the afternoon of Mon- 
day, the thirteenth of May, 1776 ; ' and, thus the 
second Provincial Congress of the Colony of New 
York and its doings, for evil or for good, became sub- 
jects for the pens of those who should thenceforth 
assume the grave and responsible duties of historians. 

We mentioned, in another part of this narrative,^ 
the election of " a Committee for the County of West- 
" Chester," on the eighth of May, 1776, and the ap- 
pointment of Gilbert Drake for its Chairman, and 
Micah Townsend for its Clerk. It appears that, either 
by pre-determined limitation or otherwise, the term 
of service of that County Committee expired in May, 
1776 ; and, in order that the succession of that body 
might be continued, notice to that effect having been 
given, on the sixteenth of April, 1776, *' a Number 
'' of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of Westchester- 
" county appeared at the Court House," and " chose 
" the Persons hereafter named to serve as a Committee 
" for the said County from the 2"* Monday in May, 
" 1776. to the 2"* Monday in May, 1777— any twenty 
" whereof to be a Quorum, vizt : 



**Ibr Morrissania, 
"Lewis Mobbis, Jun'. 

—1. 

"Ibr Westchester. 
" Thomas Hunt, 
"Abbaham Leggett, 
''IsBAEL Honeywell, 
" John Oakley, 
" GiLBEBT Oakley, 
" Daniel White, 
" John Smith— 7. 
** Far Yonkers. 
" William Hadley, 
** William Betts, 
" Thomas Emmons, 
"John Cbawfobd, 
"Feed. V. Cobtlandt 

—6. 



Ibr Eastchester, 

Stephen Sneden, 
Edwabd Bbiogs, 
Daniel Sebbing — 3. 

For New RocheUe and 
Pelham. 

Myebs, 

GUION, 

|-| Willis, 

i^a; LIP Well, JuN'. — 4 

Ibr Mamaroneck. 
Gil Budd Hobton — 1. 




1 The electiooB in the Ooantles of New York, Westchester, Ihicheas, 
KiogB, Queens, Tiyon, Ulster, and Orange were held on that day ; while 
Albany-county appears to have elected her Deputies on the 26th ; Suf- 
folk, on the 18th ; Bichmond-oounty, on the 23rd ; and Charlotte-county, 
on the Ist May. 

^Jownal of the Propindal ObnyreM, '*Dle Martia. 10 ho., A.M., May 
"14,1776." 

»Jourmdo/the ProvMckU OongreMj "Die Lunce, 3 ho., P.M., May 13 
4* 1776." 

* Vide pages 82,83, 91, ante. 
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"For Philipsburg. 
" ISB AEL Honeywell, 

JuN^ 
" Abbaham Stobm, 
" Peteb Van Tassell, 
"Glode Rbqueau, 
"Abe"* Ledew, 
"James Hammond, 
" Joseph Youngs, 
"Gebshom Shebwood, 
" James Reqtjeau, 
"Thomas Champenois, 
—10. 

''Ibr W, Plains, 
" Benjamin Lyon, 
"Joshua Hatfield — 2. 

"For ScarscUde. 
"Samuel Cbawfobd— 1. 

"Brt- H. Precinct, 
" Thomas Thomas, 

" W». MiLLEB, 

"Isaiah Maynabd— 8. 

" Ibr North Oastle, 
" Michael Hays, 
" Peteb Lyon, 
" Jacob Pubdy, 
" Andbew Sniffin, 
" Gilbebt Palmeb, 
"Caleb Mebbitt, Jun'. 
" Caleb Cabpenteb — 7. 



Ibr Bye, 
Samuel Townsend, 
Isbael Seaman, 
Feed. Say, 
Samuel Lyon, 
Gilbebt Lyon, 
John Thomas, Jun'--6. 

For Bedford. 
Elijah Hunteb, 
John WoolseV, 
Titus Milleb, 
Isbael Lyon — 4* 

For Poundridge. 
Josh LockWood^I 

Ibr Salem, 
Abijah GilSebt — 1. 
For Cbrtlandts Manor. 
Joseph Tbavis^ 
Daniel BibdsAll, 
Samuel Dbakb, 
Abbaham Pubdy, 
Nathaniel Hyatt, 
Joseph LtiE, 
Ebenezeb Pubdy, 
Isaac Nobton, 
Halsey Wood — 9. 

For Rycks Patent. 
Hebgules Lent, 1 — 
Total 66." » 



Of this second County Committee, John Thomas, 
Junior, of Rye, was made the Chairman, and Edward 
Thomas was appointed its Clerk. 

The day after the dissolution of the second Provin* 
cial Congress, [May 14, 1776,] was the day which had 
been appointed for the organization of the third of 
that series of Congresses.' There was, however, on 
that day and on the four succeeding days, an insuffi* 
cient number of members of the several Deputations 
to form a quorum of the Counties $ but, on the fifth 
day, IMay 18, 1776,] the Counties of New York, 
Richmond, SuflTolk, Westchester, Kings, Charlotte, 
and Tryon— those of Albany, Queens, Ulster, Glou- 
cester, Cumberland, Duchess, and Orange were either 
entirely unrepresented or were without the requisite 
numbers to make their several Deputations complete — 
assumed the consistent, counter-revolutionary respon- 
sibility of organizing the Congress and of proceeding to 
transact business.^ It continued in session, without tak- 



6 Memben of a CknnmUUe/or We«tehe$ter-coUni^— Historical MantlteripU, 
etc.: Miacdkateous Ptgpen^ xxxvili., 309. 

« Journal of the Ptovmeial Ckmffreu, " Die Martia, 10 ho., A.M., May 
" 14, 1776." 

7 Journal of th« Pirovmeial Oongren^ "Die Sabbati, 10 ho., A.M., May 
"18,1776!" 

Ulster, Glouceater, and Gamberland-countiee werd entirely ttttropre- 
sented ; instead of the requisite Ikree^ only Meesra. Ouyler and Qleno 
appeared from Albany county ; instead of the requisite thrtCi only 
Messrs. Blackwell and Lawrence appeared from Queens-county ; Instead 
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ing any recess, until the thirtieth of June, when, be- 
cause of supposed danger, in the City of New York, 
it adjourned to meet at the White Plains, on the fol- 
lowing Tuesday, [July 2, 1776]; * but the Journals 
very clearly indicate that no such adjourned meeting 
was attempted — ^the Deputies had more important 
business requiring their personal attention ; and the 
third Congress was permitted to pass away, without 
further ceremony. 

The third Provincial Congress was distinguished by 
the entrance into it, among the Deputies from the 
City and County of New York, of John Jay, James 
Duane, John Alsop, Philip Livingston, and Francis 
Lewis, notwithstanding all of them were, also. Dele- 
gates from the Colony to the Continental Congress, 
then in session, in Philadelphia ; and because three 
of those five are now known to have resisted the ear- 
lier movements toward Independence, in that Con- 
gress,' and to have, also, resisted the later movements 
in that direction, in the Provincial Congress, it is a 
reasonable conclusion that the hegira of those three, 
if not that of the whole number, had been made for 
the purpose of obstructing the ac! option of that in- 
creasingly popular measure, as well as that of the es- 
tablishment of a new form of government, through 



of th« requlBlte (ib-ee, only Mr. Schenck appeared from DacbeflB-connty ; 
and of the requisite tvro from Orange-county, only Mr. Little appeared. 

1 JoHmoZ of (A« Provincial CongreBM^ " Sunday morning, June 90, 
*• 1776.'* 

Mr. Bolton, (Hiatory of WwUhnier'eoway^ original edition, 11., 369 ; 
the Mine, eecond edition, 11., 564,)wid of the imaginary journey of the 
DepuUea, from the City of New York to the White Plains, between the 
adjournment of the Congresi and the day on wbich it was to be re-as- 
sembled, ** The Journey between New York and the Plains was per- 
" formed by the memben on horseback, Pierre Tan Cortlandt, the Presi- 
*' dent, riding at their head. As expreoM-s overtook them fh>m General 
*' Washington, the House was called to order, on horseback, and seveial 
*' Resolutions passed." 

As has been already stated, there was not the slightest attempt made 
to keep up the organization of the Congress, after its hurried and in- 
formal dissolution, on that eventftil Sunday ; that there was, therefore, 
no such funereal procession as Mr. Bolton has described, nor any such 
official acts, on horseback or on foot, as he has imagined ; and that there 
was no such meeting of the Prorincial Congren, at the White Plains, 
on Tuesday, the second of July, as he has left his readers to suppose. 

As Mr. Bolton has not named any authority for hisstatement, although 
he was not the first to print it, he must be regarded as authorlally 
responsible for it ; and, therefore, it may be proper to say, ftirther, that 
Pierra Van Cortlandt was not the President of the Congress, nor had 
he been such, at any time, General Woodhull having been elected its 
Presideut, and John Haring, of Orange-county, occupied the Chair, as 
President pro tem.^ on the last day of its session. In the same connection, 
U may be said that, although Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt was elected 
as one of the Deputies from Westchester-county to the third Provincial 
Congress, that under notice, he never occupied a seat in it, even for a 
single day. 

> The Resolution of July 2, 1776, separating the Colonies ftt>m the Mother 
Country, was not the earliest declaration of Independence, in the Colo- 
nies, by any means. The correspondence of John Adams is well filled 
with evidence of his correct Judgment of the real character of the earlier 
enactments of the Continental Congress ; but the Besolution which was 
Introduced into that Congress, early in May, 1776, and adopted on the 
tenth of that month, and the Preamble to that Resolution, which was 
adopted on the fifteenth, recommending the adoption of new forms of 
Government, in the several Colonies, was, assuredly, nothing else than 
a Resolution of Independence, thinly disguised by the prefix of another 
name. 



the Provincial Congress of New York, at least long 
enough to enable the Royal Commissioners for effect- 
ing a reconciliation with the Colonies, who were then 
approaching New York, to exhibit their powers and 
their inclinations, in that better desired measure. 
How successfully the scheme was carried out, in the 
latter body, will be seen, hereafter. 



The deputation from Westchester-county to that 
third Provincial Congress, said to have been " duly 
'' elected to represent the said County in Provincial 
" Congress for twelve months, with such powers and 
** authority as was recommended in the Resolutions 
** of the late Provincial Congress to be given them, 
" any three of whom to be a quorum," were Colonel 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, Colonel Lewis Graham, Colo- 
nel Gilbert Drake, Major Ebenezer Lockwood, Gouv- 
erneur Morris, William Paulding, Jonathan G. Tomp- 
kins, Samuel Haviland, and Peter Fleming.' 

During the less than two months which intervened 
between the organization and the untimely dissolution 
of that third Provincial Congress, [_May \%to June 30, 
1776,] the Northern Army was effectually driven 
from Canada ; and all which had been promised and 
hoped for, in that very well planned, but premature 
and expensive, expedition, produced nothing else 
than disappointment and disaster, the latter as serious 
to those of the resident Canadians who had favored 
the invading Colonists, as it was to the latter. In 
South Carolina, the superior bravery of Colonel 
Moultrie and his handful of Carolinians, even when 
hampered by the superior authority but inferior prac- 
tical knowledge of General Lee, had secured lasting 
honor to himself and to his gallant command and re- 
newed safety to his own country ; find " though not 
'*of much magnitude, in itself, it was, like many 
*' other successes attending the American Arms, in 
" the commencement of the War, of great importance 
" in its consequences: by impressing on the Colonists 
'^ a conviction of their ability to maintain the con- 
" test, it increased the number of those who resolved 
*' to resist British authority and assisted in paving 
** the way to a declaration of Independence." The 
Continental Congress had yielded to the teachings of 
its experience, and directed enlistments to be made 
for three years, instead of for six months ; but *' that 
" zeal for the service which was manifested in the 
" first moments of the War, had long begun to abate; 
" and though the determination to resist became more 
" general, that enthusiasm which prompts individuals, 
"voluntarily, to expose themselves to more than 
" equal shares of the danger and hardships to be en- 
" countered for the attainment of a common good 
"was sensibly declining" — in other words, there 
were more of those who were willing that somebody 



s JbunMtl of (h« Prwmeicd Congren, ** Die Sabbatt, 10 ho., A.M., May 
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else than themselves should do whatever fighting 
might become necessary; but, on the other hand, 
those who were expected to do the fatigue duty and 
to hazard their lives, had begun to see that the offices 
and the benefits to be derived from their expected 
labor and exposure were to be converted mainly to 
the benefit of others ; and their enthusiasm for " the 
"Bights of Man and of Englishmen/' which was 
formerly proclaimed by multitudes of earnest men, 
with scarcely one holding back, was, also, " sensibly 
" declining," as Marshall has aptly said — indeed, en- 
listments were made only among those who were 
desperately poor or among those whose moral charac- 
ters were not unstained ; and even these had to be 
bribed by bounties, that certain indication that some- 
thing else than simple, unadulterated patriotism in- 
spired the act. Q«neral Washington was at New 
York, with the main body of the Continental Army, 
strengthening the defences and seeking means to 
prevent the passage of ships of war up the Hudson - 
river or, through the East-river, into the Bound ; urg- 
ing the increase of his Army on those who did no 
more than call on others, as. unwilling as themselves, 
to enter the ranks ; and begging for Arms and muni- 
tions of War, of which he was almost destitute, from 
those who had neither Arms nor munitions of War 
to bestow on him nor on any other. A large body of 
Militia, as will be seen, hereafter, was ordered into 
the field, for the support of the Army, to be mustered 
in until the close of the year ; a " Flying Camp," so 
called, was ordered to be composed of ten thousand 
men from Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland; 
and, on every hand, were seen the active prepara- 
tions, by an unwilling and bounty-bought or poverty- 
driven Army, to settle the dispute in which it pos- 
sessed no direct, if any, interest, by the arbitrament 
of Arms. 

During that brief period, also, the movements of 
some of those who had assumed to be the leaders of 
the masses, throughout the several Colonies, were 
more frequent and more decided in their tone, in 
favor of Independence— movements, however, both 
within and without the Congress of the Continent, 
and more especially from the Delegations from New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
Maryland, which encountered the most determined 
and vigilant opposition. It were useless to pretend, 
with any respect for the truth, that the great body of 
the inhabitants of the Colonies was favorably inclined 
to or particularly interested in, a change in those 
who ruled them or in the manner of that rule, since 
it was perfectly evident that they would not be per-^ 
mitted to exercise any greater political authority nor 
to have their labors lessened nor their wants better 
supplied, under one than under the other form of 
Government ; or, in New York, under the administra- 
tion of the Livingston regime instead of that of the 
De Lancey, under the last of which they had hitherto 
lived ; but the leaders of the Eebellion, elsewhere 



than in New York, seeing before them a semblance 
of greater consequence to themselves, in the proposi- 
tion for Independence, were rapidly concentrating 
their efforts to accomplish that end. The desire for 
such a change was, also, sometimes promoted by the 
consciousness, among those whose consciences had 
not become charred by their hankering for offices, of 
that evident hypocrisy in pretending to an earnest 
loyalty toward a monarch against whom they were 
waging an open and recognized public War, with 
which the Committees and the Congresses of the Re- 
bellion had continued to afiront the common sense 
and the morality of Christendom ; and that moral in- 
clination to Independence, and those other inclina- 
tions, in the same direction, which were prompted by 
less holy influences, were all strengthened by the 
alarm which was produced by information that the 
Colonies had been formally declared to be in rebel- 
lion ; that mercenaries had been employed to assist 
in reducing them to subjection, in which all classes 
would be subjected to a common ruin — a repetition, 
on a larger scale, but on the other side, of what had 
been done, already, by the leaders of the Rebellion, 
in New York, against the peaceful, agricultural 
inhabitants of Westchester and Duchess and Queens 
and Richmond-counties; that the Indians were to 
be employed by the Home-Government, for the pur- 
pose of harassing the frontiers and threatening the 
inland settlements and villages ; and that the Slaves 
were to be withdrawn from their masters, as far as 
possible, and armed in the service of the King. All 
these influences had culminated in the submission to 
the Continental Congress of a Resolution, ''That 
"these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, 
" free and independent States, that they are absolved 
" from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that 
" all political connection between them and the State 
"of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dis- 
" solved. That it is expedient forthwith to take the 
"most effectual measures for forming foreign Al- 
" liances. That a plan of Confederation be prepared 
" and transmitted to the respective Colonies for their 
"consideration and approbation.'* It encountered, 
however, the most serious opposition, among which 
the Livingstons and their supporters, Delegates 
from New York, were peculiarly conspicuous ; and, 
when the third Provincial Congress came to its un- 
timely end, it was still pending, that Delegation, as 
far as the paucity of its numbers went, appearing 
conspicuously among those who were not its sup- 
porters. 

While these various important matters were oc- 
cupying the attention of the Colonists, General Howe 
came into the harbor of New York, and occupied 
Staten-island with his entire command; and the 
inhabitants of Richmond-county, as that beautiful 
island was then called, politically, and as it is still 
called, as might have been reasonably expected, 
since they were still sniarting under the sen^ 
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tence of outlawry and the consequent outrages to 
which they had been recently subjected by the Pro- 
yincial Congress and its Committee of Safety, 
received the new-comers, it is said, ** with great de- 
" monstrations of joy, took the Oaths of Allegiance to 
" the British Crown ; and embodied themselves, under 
'* the authority of the " lOohniaQ "Governor, Tryon, 
^' for the defense of the Island. Strong assurances were 
" also received from Long Island and the neighboring 
'' parts of New Jersey, of the favorable disposition of 
*' the people to the Royal Cause," it was said ; and 
those who had been harried from their homes, and 
who had sought refuge in the swamps and thickets of 
the country, victims of the rapine and outrages of 
lawless and ruthless "patriots,'' their own country- 
men, quite reasonably, hastened to seek the protection 
of those by whom, under a more judicious policy, 
they would be enabled to occupy their own homes 
and to pursue the ordinary routine of their peaceAil 
lives, in quietude and safety. A large and well-pro- 
vided force, for the reinforcement of General Howe's 
command, was known to be on the ocean and not 
distant, convoyed by a strong naval force, under the 
command of Admiral Howe — the latter a brother of 
the General and, with him, a half brother of the 
King — ^and it was already known that, thenceforth. 
New York would be the base of all .the military and 
naval operations, on the Atlantic seaboard, in the next 
campaign. 

On the day after the King's forces came into the 
harbor, [June 80, 1776,] after it had provided for the 
removal " of all and singular the public papers and 
"money" which were then in the possession of its 
Secretary and its Treasurer, to the White Plains, the 
Provincial Congress was hastily adjourned to that 
place, as has been already stated, in order that it 
might escape from the possibly sudden attack on the 
City, by the Royal forces — an attack by them, on the 
seat of the local Government of the Rebellion in the 
Colony of New York, and that at an early day, having 
evidently been a feature in the pre-constructed plans 
of General Howe. The anxious Provincial Congress 
resolved, however, that it would re-assemble at the 
Court-house, at the White Plains, on the following 
Tuesday, the second of July, to resume its official 
business, which was thus interrupted by the appear- 
ance, in the distance, of danger ; and it resolved, also, 
that the next Provincial Congress should meet at 
the same place, on the succeeding Monday, the eighth 
of July, 

In the brief Session which was thus interrupted, 
and which was not continued, at the White Plains or 
elsewhere, the third Provincial Congress continued 
the injudicious and unjust, to say nothing of the 
barbarous, outrages inflicted on those who were not 
inclined to accede to every measure of the Congresses 
and Committees, no matter how passive those 
Colonial Non-jurors of America might have been ; 
an 4 those pains and penalties lyere inflicted, directly. 



by its own authority ; ^ and indirectly, by the several 
local Committees;' the Congress, meanwhile, ac- 
quiescing in, if not approving, the most barbarous 
treatment of its prisoners ; ' winking at the barbarities 
practised by mobs, on those whom it had proscribed ; * 

1 Jommal of the Pnvineial Ctm^rem, " Die Martian P.M., May 28, 1776 ;** 
the Mme, '* Die JoTia, 9 ho., A.M.. May 30, 1776 ; ** (he tame, " Die Martie, 
*'9 ho., A.M., June 4, 1776 ; " the tcanet "Die JotIs, 9 ho., A.M., Jnne 
"6, 1776; "etc. 

s JoMmai of the Provineial Oongreae^ "Die Luna, 4 ho., P.M.. Joae S, 
**1776;" ^0 eame, "Die JoTia, 9 ho., A.M., June 6, 1776 ; ** the mme, 
"Tbunday morning, June 20, 1776 ;** the eamet "Friday afternoon, 
"Jnne 21. 1776;" etc 

' Henjy Dawkina, accnaed of counterfeiting, waa ironed ao hea^Iy, 
wUhin thepneony that he waa reported to hare been " Ii\}ured by his Irona 
"ao that hia lege awell ; " and Henry Tonnga, aocnaed of the aame of- 
fenae, alao confined in the Jail, waa ao mnch iqjnred by the irona with 
which he waa additionally aeenred, that it became n<»ceaaai7 to ramoTe 
them. {J<mntal of the Provincial Qmgreet, '* Friday morning, 9 ho., A.M., 
"June, 1776 ; " the acmw, ** Tueeday morning, New Tork, Jnne 11, 
"1776.") 

* About the middle of June, 1776, mobs were ralaed by John Iftaher, 
John and Joebua Hett Smith, Peter Van Zandt, and other leadera of the 
extreme rerolutionary faction, in the City of New Tork, by whom acT- 
eral citisena who were of the Oppoaition, but not of the Bebellion, were 
aeiied by theae reTolutionary "patriota," who placed them on "aharp 
"raila," and carried them on men*a ahonldera, around the City, amidattbe 
huKua of the mob. The progreaa of one of theae partiea waa aaid to hare 
been atopped by General Putnam ; but not until the rictim had anatained 
aerioua Iqjnriee, (Jonea'a Hietory of New Tork d«ri»g the RevohUtonarf War, 
1., 101-103 ; de Lanoey'a Notee on Jonea*a Hietory, 1., 596-598.) 

Peter Eltlng, a brother-in-law of Richard Varick, wrote of theae trana> 
actiona, " We had aome Orand Toory Bideain thia City thia week k in par> 
" ticular yesterday. SeTeral of them were handeld Terry Roughly Being 
"Garied tmgh the atreeta on Balla, there Clootha tore ftom there backa 
"and there Bodieapritty well mingled with the duat Amongst them 

" were G , Gapt Hardenbrook, Mr. Rapine, Mr. Queen the Poticaiy, 

"and Leady the barber. There ia hardly a toory face to be aeen thia 
** morning. " {Peter EUing to Oaptai» Sichard Varick, " Nkw Tohk, 13th 
"June, 1776.") 

On the twelfth of June, in the afternoon, Generals Putnam and Mifflin, 
who had evidently witneeaed the outragea to which Eltlng alluded, 
"complained to the Prorlncial Oongreaa of the riotoua and diaorderly 
"conduct of numberaof the Inhabitanta of thia City, which had led this 
" day to acta of riolence towarda aome dlaalTected persona ; " but what 
had ahocked larael Putnam, by reaaon of its barbarism, even while the 
"complaint" of those two Officers urged the Congress to condemn the 
ofTendera, one of whom waa then occupying a seat in the Gongreaa, that 
body winked at, and, at the aame time, it acreened the offendera, and 
qualified the ofTenae— ita words were these : " Resolvxd ; That this Oon- 
" gr o ss by no means approre of the riots that hare happened this day ; 
" they flatter themselves, however, that they have proceeded fh>m area! 
" regard to Liberty and a detestation of thoae peraons who, by their 
" language and conduct, have discovered themselves to be inimical to 
"the oanae of America. To urge the warm frienda of Liberty to de- 
" oency and good order, thia Oongreaa aaaurea the public that efTectnal 
" measures shall be taken to secure the enemies of American Liberty in 
" this Colony, and do n-quire the good people of this City and Colony to 
" desist ftt>m all Riota, and leave the oflendera against so good a cauM to be 
" dealt with by the constitutional representatives of the Colony "— the 
subsequently infamous ** Committee to detect Conspiracies," then in em- 
bryo, having been, undoubtedly, the "constitutional" agency rofem>d 
to, (Journal of the Provineial Congrete^ "Wednesday afternoon, .tune 12, 
"1776.") 

a It has been said, apologetically, that the Congress was intimidated ; 
and that the mob was the controlling power ; but the overwhelming mil- 
itary force which was then in the City, with General Washington at Its 
head, indicated no such atate of affaira ; and it la undoubtedly true that 
that aeries of Mobs, directed by leaders of the Rebellion— one of whom, 
if no more, was a member of the Provincial Congress— against those of 
the Colonists who were not of the Rebellion, was intended to give to the 
new-formed " CoDomittee to detect Conspiracies," subsequently so ob- 
noxious to every honorable man, a good set-off in its work of peraecution 
and outrage. 
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and compelling the latter to seek safety in flight.' It 
assumed judicial functions, in putting some of its 
victims on " trial," before itself or a Committee of its 
members ; ' sometimes it graciously absolved those 
whom it had seized on mere "informations;"' and, 
occasionally, it honored a victim of a local Com> 
mittee, by listening to an Appeal from the decision 
of that inferior tribunal,^ although it was not always 
exempt from an appearance, at least, of partiality to 
the Respondent in the Case.^ In the same connection, 
it called into existence and inaugurated the " Com- 
" mittee to detect Conspiracies," that powerful in- 
quisitorial agency of the Rebellion, in New York, 
whose doings will be noticed more fully, hereafter. 

Those who had been hoist with their own petard, 
in becoming the speculative holders of Dutch Tea, 
which they had smuggled into the Colony, and which 
they could not, now, dispose of, unless on terms and 
at prices which would have been disastrous to them, 
pestered the Provincial Congress with appeals for 
relief from the enactments of their own friends ; and 
some of them— one of them a member of the preced- 
ing Provincial Congresses, and another a Delegate 
of the Colony in the Continental Congress — ^were 
charged with violating those enactments, in their 

1 The Contlnentel Cong;refli haying authorized the employment of Con- 
tinental troope for such a purpose, a Begiment m'as aeut to Hempstead, 
for the purpoee of seising those who were disaffected to the Rebellion. 
The proposed TicMms having been disarmed, by order of the ProTincial 
Congress, daring the Winter of 1775-*6, they had no means for their de- 
fense, ajnd, therefore, they fled and hid themselves in swamps, in woodsi 
in bams, in hollow trees, in corn-fields, and in the marshes. Numbers 
took refuge in the pine barrens of Suffolk-coonty ; others, in small boats, 
kept sailing about the Sound, landing in the night and sleeping in the 
woods, and taking to the water again in the morning. They were pur- 
sued like wolves and bears, tram swamp to swamp, Ax>m one hill to 
another, from dale to dale, and from one copse of wood to anoUier. 
Numbers were taken ; some were wounded ; and a few were killed — all 
that, too, on a peaceful, unarmed, passive community ; unable to de* 
fend itself, because it had been stripped of its arms ; in advance of any 
advene movement^ and only to promote the individual purposes of a 
handftil of ambitions and reckless men : all that, too, in the name of 
*' Liberty *' and the " Bights of Man." (JoHrwdof the Proptndal Qyngreaa, 
"Sunday afternoon, June 30, 1776 ;*' Oenerai WaOmgUm to the Pruident 
of OmyreM, " New York, June 28. 1778 ; " " Jones's Hiatory of New York 
during the BevoUUkmary War, i., 108, 109.) 

* JowrmU of the Provinciai Gongrem^ "D'e Lnn8B,9 ho., A.M., May 27, 
" 1776 ; " (he Mme, " Tuesday morning, New York, June 11, 1776 ; " etc 

s The ProviMeial Oongreu to the Oomnittee of Queena-county^ " In Pro- 
** VINCI A L GoNORKSS, Niw-YoRK, A.M., Juue 11, 1776 ; *' Jowmal of the 
Provmcifil Oomgren^ " Thursday morning, June 27, 1776 ; " the aame, 
** Die Mercnrll, 9 ho., A.M., June 6, 1776.** 

* Journal of the Provincial Qmgreee, "Saturday. P.M., June 1, 1776 ;" 
the $ame^ "Die Martis, 9 ho., A.M., June 4, 1776 ;" the emne, " Die Mer- 
*' cnrii, 9 ho., A. M., June 5, 1776 ; " the »ame^ *' Die Jovis, 9 ho., A M., 
" June 6, 1776 ; " Me mme, " Die Lunn, 9 ho., A.M., June 10, 1776." 

ft In the Appeal of Thomas Harriot from the decision of the General 
Committee of the City and County of New York, the latter of whnm waa, 
ahn , very evidently the Complainant in the original Casey on the sixth of June, 
the Provincial Congress, without any application frt)m either party, volun- 
tarily offered to give its aid to the Respondent, " for the attendance of 
" their witnesses," leaving the Appellant without any such favor. As 
might have been foreeeen, in such an Instance of pre-entertained par- 
tiality In the Appellate body, the decision which the General Committee 
had made In its own Case, was sustained by the Provincial Congress ; 
and the Appeal therefrom, of Thomas Harriot, was promptly dismissed. 



efforts to ''work off" some portions of their stocks of 
the article ; but, of coarse, in such instances as Isaac 
Sears and John Alsop, the offenders sustained no evil 
consequences from the exposure of their commercial 
peccadillos.* 

There were other subjects, of greater general in- 
terest than these, which received the hurried atten- 
tion of that very busy body of men ; and to some of 
these, places in this narrative may properly be 
given. 

The first of these is that " Committee to detect 
''Conspiracies,'' already alluded to, which originated 
in that much talked-of " Hickey Plot,"— the latter, a 
partisan bugbear which, before long, will descend to 
the low level of " the Negro Plot," in the same City 
of New York, in which the conspiracy against the 
helpless victims was greater than any which had pos- 
sibly existed among them, against others ; or to the 
lower level of that "Witchcraft" excitement, in 
Salem, led by clerical narrowness and bigotry, which 
had brought so much shame on the Mathers and on 
Colonial Massachusetts. 

Sometime between Monday morning and Tuesday 
afternoon, IMay 20, 21, 1776,] — ^as no entry of its ap- 
pointment was made on the Joumab of the Provineial 
CongresMy nothing is known concerning the time nor 
the circumstance of the appointment, unless from in- 
ferences—that body appointed a Committee "to con- 
" sider of the ways and means to prevent the dangers 
" to which this Colony is exposed by its intestine 
" enemies." Beyond the single fact that John Alsop, 
one of the most determined enemies of Independence 
and subsequently a recognized Loyalist,^ was a mem- 
ber, if not the Chairman, of that Committee, there is 
no record of the names of those who constituted it ; 
and, beyond the information which was contained in 
its title, there is quite as much obscurity surrounding 
the purposes for which it was created. 

On Tuesday afternoon, \_May 21, 1776.] as we have 
said, Mr. Alsop submitted the Report of the Commit- 
tee ; ' and it was duly debated, with several motions 
for amendments, until the following Friday, [^May 



^Journal of the Provimeial Congrtee, "Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., May 
"29, 1776 ;" the tame, "Friday Afternoon, June 14, 1776." 

See, also, the Provincial Congreaa to the Delegaiee m the Oonhneninl Con" 
greuy "In Pbovimcial OoNOHise, New York, July 28, 1776," and the 
** really anxious" reply of Jemea DMane, John Ahop, John Jay, Robert B. 
lAemgeUm, JunioTy and Franeie Lewie, *' Piiilaselphia, 20th Sept. 1776 ; " 
General Waehingtontothe Provineial Congrem, *' Nkw-York, 13 May, 1776,'* 
enclosing a letter fh>m Isaac Sears, concerning those who were under- 
selling their teas ; and what shall be, hereafter, said on the snl:tJect 

7 John Alsop did not tike his seat in the Provincial Congress until 
Monday morning. May 20th ; but on Tuesday afternoon, May 2l8t, he 
presented the Beport of the Committee to the Congress. The Com- 
mittee, of which he was evidently the Chairman, must bare been created 
during that brief interval. 

8 See his letter, resigning his s«>at in the Continental Congress, be- 
canm of the Declaration of Independence. "Philadelphia, 16 July, 
" 1776," and Jones's Hiaiory of New York during the American BevcbUiou, 
i., 35. 

9 Journal of the Provincial Congreaa, "Die Martis, 4 ho., P.M., May 21, 
••1776." 



166 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



24, 1776 J when it was approved, not, however, with- 
out several very important omissions, if the record of 
the approved Report may be relied on.^ In its 
amended form, the Report was in the following; words : 

'' Your Committee do report: That there is frreat 
" reason to believe that the enemies of American Lib- 
" erty have a general communication with each other 
''through this and part of the neighbouring Colonies, 
*' by reason whereof the influence of the British Gk)v- 
"ernmentis much extended and the minds of the 
'' people poisoned by false reports and suggestions. 

" That many ill-disposed people have lately resorted 
'' unto, and a great number dwell in, the southern and 
'' eastern parts of Queens-county; that there are also 
" several ill-disposed persons in the City and County 
" of New York, and in Kings County, and in sundry 
" other parts of this Colony, many of whom will most 
" probably take up arms on the part of our foes, when- 
" ever they shall see a prospect of success. 

" That from the various reports and the best intel- 
'* ligence which can be obtained from Europe, as also 
" from the positive assertions of the disaffected through- 
" out this and the neighbouring Colonies, and from 
'' such of their measures as have come to the knowl- 
" edge of your Committee, there is no room to doubt 
" that a large hostile armament will soon arrive in 
" this Colony. 

** That the greater part of those who now hold Of- 
" fices and Commissions under the Crown, and many 
" others who are generally reputed inimical to Amer- 
'' ican Liberty, will be liable to suffer injuries from 
" the resentment of the people,' and the Colony in 
'' general exposed to great danger from the active ex- 
" ertions of those among us who are determined to 
" assist in the subjection of America. 

" Your Committee are, therefore, of opinion that, 
" as well out of regard to the safety of individuals as 
''for the general welfare of America, it is highly and 
" indispensably necessary to take speedy and effectual 
" measures to prevent the hostile intentions of our 
" foes, to stop the channels of intelligence and com- 
" munication among the disaffected, and to quell the 
"spirit of opposition which hath hitherto prevailed. 

1 On Tneaday afternoon, on motion of Mr. Sands, Richmond-county 
waa ordered In be named as one which waa especially proscribed ; and on 
motion of John Morin Scott, an oath of some Icind was ordered to " be 
" extended to all such as refused to sign the ilvwciation," to which only 
€k>uYernear Morris, to his honor be it said, ofctlected. On Wednesday 
morning, an attempt to authorize the seizure and detention of residents 
of Queena-connty, as hoetagse, to secure the submission of those who 
were left within that County, was refected, only Westchester and Tryop- 
conntiea haTlnc supported the proposition. *' Sundry other amendments 
"baring been made therein/* an attempt to commit the mutilated paper 
to its parent Oommittee, to re-model it, was reacted. It is erident, from 
the final entry on the subject, that other important changes had been 
made during a session of the Gongr<>flB, on Thursday eTening ; but the 
Journal of that Session makes no mention of any action on that 
subject ; and on Friday morning, the amended Beport, from which many 
peculiarly obnoxious features had been remoTed, was adopted. 

> The connection of the Mobs, in the City of New-York, already referred 
to, with the purposes of the authors of this enactment, is distinctly seen, 
in tliese words. 



" Your Committee do propose that, for these pur- 
" poses, the following persons be apprehended by the 
" assistance of the Continental troops, now stationed 
" in and near this City, to wit, 

[ 7^« names were not entered on the Journals.'] 

" That a Committee be appointed to confer with the 
" Commander-in-chief, now here, upon the subject of 
" apprehending the persons above-named, and to su- 
" perintend the taking of them. That upon and after 
" the apprehension of the said persons, such of them as 
" shall give good and sufficient security, on oath, and 
" otherwise, as the said Committee shall think proper, 
"that they will not be concerned in any measures 
" taken or to be taken against the United American 
" Colonies, or any or either of them, and that they 
" will discover all measures taken or to be taken 
" against the said Colonies, or any or either of them, 
" as far as the same shall come to their knowledge, re- 
'* spectively be permitted to go at large ; and that as 
" to such persons as shall refuse such security, it shall 
" be in the discretion of the said Committee to admit 
" on their parol of honour, to be given to the said 
" Committee or to the Continental Congress, as many 
" of the said persons as may, in the judgment of the 
"said Committee, safely be trusted on their said 
" parol, to reside in some part of one of the neigh- 
" bouring Colonies, such as shall be chosen by the 
" said respective persons, and approved by the said 
"Committee; and that all such persons as, in the 
"opinion of the said Committee, cannot safely be 
"trusted on their said parol, or if to be trusted shall 
" refuse to give such parol, shall be reported to this 
" Congress, to be severally dealt with, as this Congress 
" shall think proper. 

" That it be recommended to all the General County 
'' Committees, in the several Counties in this Colony, 
" to apprehend all persons holding Military Commis- 
'* sions under the King of Great Britain, and also all 
" such persons holding Civil Offices under the said 
" King, or, beiog possessed of influence in their re- 
"spective Counties, as are suspected of holding prin- 
"ciples inimical to the said United Colonies; and 
" after they shall have apprehended, to deal with them 
" in such manner as is prescribed for the conduct of 
" the Committee above named. 

"All which is, nevertheles<i, most humbly sub- 

"mitted. 

" John Alsop, Chairman" • 

When that Report was presented, read, and ap- 
proved, there w^ere, throughout Westchester-county, 
the entire body of officers of the Colonial Militia, in- 
cluding some of the members of the Van Cortlandt 
and other leading families ; the entire number of the 
King's Justices of the Peace; the entire bodies of the 
Court of Sessions and Court of Common Pleas, at the 



> Joumtd of tJu Provbided Cb»gre$$, " Die Veneris, d ho., A.M., May 24, 
"1776." 
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head of the last-named of which was John Thomas, 
who Ib already known to the reader as, also, one of 
the members of the former General Assembly and as 
the head of that prolific family of office-holders bear- 
ing that Welsh sarname; and the entire body of 
County Officers, including those of the Prerogative 
Court, the Sheriff, the County Clerk, etc. All these, 
together with those who were especially obnoxious 
and all those whose social standing did not warrant 
the admission of them into the first class, were to be 
apprehended — ^the more prominent by detachments of 
the Continental Army, the less prominent by the 
County Committee— and " dealt with," after a " man- 
"ner" which was " prescribed for the conduct** of 
those under whose directions the several *' apprehen- 
" sions " should be made. No overt act was charged 
against any one: it was sufficient that "suspicions" 
were entertained by some one in revolutionary author- 
ity, that one of the inhabitants of the County, no 
matter whom, was " holding principles inimical to the 
" said United Colonies," whatever those " principles " 
might have been ; and the unfortunate victim, for 
nothing else than his opinions' sake, was liable to be 
exiled or subjected to any other penalty, personal or 
pecuniary or both, as his captors, unrestrained by any 
Statute or any enactment of the revolutionary author- 
ities, should incline to impose on him. It is not 
stated in the annals of that peiiod, howiver, that 
either Major Philip Van Cortlandt or Judge John 
Thomas or anv other of those officeholders under the 
Crown who were also officeholders or supporters of 
the Revolutionary party, sustained any injury Irom 
the provisions of that enactment. 

Although there is no entry on the Journal of the 
Provincial Oongrtss which makes mention of the cre- 
ation of such a Committee, it is very evident the Com- 
mittee was appointed, with instructions ''to report a 
" Law or * set of Resolutions of this Congress, to 
'' ' prevent the dangers to which this Colony is ex- 
'" posed by its internal enemies,'" since, on the 
twenty-eighth of May, such a Committee made a 
Report to the Congress, through John Morin Scott, 
who was probably its Chairman. It is not shown 
what that Report provided for ; but Richmond-county 
voted against it,^ which may affi^rd some evidence of 
the character of the paper, since that County and 
Queens-county were always the especial objects of the 
resentment of those who were in rebellion, a feeling, 
as far as Richmond-county was concerned, which 
was amply reciprocated within the succeeding six 
weeks. 

The work of proscription did not cease with the ac- 
tion of the Congress which has been already referred 
to. On the fifth of June, in the unexplained words of 
the Journal of that body, " the Congress proceeded to 
" hear the Resolutions relative to persons dangerous 



1 Journal of the Provincial Omgreaa, " Die Martis, 9 bo., A.M., May 28, 
"1776." 



"and disafiected to the American cause and to per- 
"sons of equivocal character." There is not the 
slightest allusion to the origin of the Resolutions ; but 
it is very probable they proceeded from the Commit- 
tee of which John Morin Scott was the mouthpiece, to 
whom allusion has been made in the preceding para- 
graph ; and, possibly, they may be the Report therein 
referred to. Notwithstanding the great length of these 
Resolutions, the notice which was taken of Westches- 
ter-county and of Westchester-county interests, in 
their several provisions, render it necessary that they 
shall find a place in this narrative. They were in 
these words : 

• 
*' Whereas the Continental Congress, by their Re- 

** solve of the sixth day of October last, did recom- 
"mend to the several Provincial Assemblies, and 
" Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety, 
** to arrest and secure every person in their respective 
" Colonies, whose going at large might, in their opin- 
" ion, endanger the safety of the Colony or the lib- 
^' erties of America : 

''And vthebeas, from sundry informations and 
''evidences exhibited to this Congress, it appears 
" that the enemies of American Liberty, in this and 
"the neighbouring Colonies, have a general com- 
"munication with each other, by reason whereof 
"the influence of the British Ministry, however 
"feeble, is, in some measure, sustained, and the 
"minds of the people frequently alarmed and poi- 
" soned by false reports and misrepresentations, pur- 
" posely framed and propagated with design to pro- 
" mote the views and machinations of the enemies of 
" America. 

" And whebeas certain persons in Queens-county, 
" Kings-county, the City and County of New York, 
"Richmond-county, and Westchester-county have 
" been represented to this Congress as disafiected to 
" the American cause, and, together with others in 
"various parts of this Colony who, having little or no 
" property in it, or regard for its Rights, may be in- 
" fluenced, by the hope of plunder and confiscation, 
" to take an active part with our enemies, whenever 
" it may, in their opinions, be done with success : 

" And whereas, from various reports and the best 
" intelligence which could be obtained from Europe, 
" as well as from the positive assertions of the dis- 
" afiected throughout this and the neighbouring Col- 
" onies, there is great reason to expect that an hostile 
" armament will soon arrive in this Colony, whereby 
" it hath become highly expedient and necessary to 
" provide that the inhabitants of this Colony, while 
" employed in repelling a foreign invasion, be not 
" injured or annoyed by domestic enemies : 

" Resolved, therefore. That the following per- 
" sons in Queens-county, the City and County of New 
" York, and Richmond-county, whose conduct has 
" been represented to this Congress as inimical to the 
" Cause and Rights of America, and who, if sum- 



168 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



t^ 



** moned, would probably not appear, but secrete 
'' themselves, be arrested and brought before a Com- 
'* mittee of this Congress, hereinafter nominated and 
** appointed, to wit : 

** In Queens-county, — Richd. Hulett, Thos. Cor- 
*' nell, Stephen Hulet, Jos. Beagle, of Bockaway; 
*' John Kendall, at Danl. Thomas's, Flushing; John 

" Bodin, Chase, of Jamaica; John Hulet, of 

" Oyster Bay ; and Isaac Denton, of near Rockaway. 

** In the City and County of New- York. — Peter Mc- 
'^ Lean, Saml. Galsworthy, Francis De La Roach.^ 

" In Eichmond'County, — I^aac Decker, Abm. Harris, 
" Ephm. Taylor, and Minne Burger. 

" And that the following persons, in the Counties 
" aforesaid, and in the County of Westchester and 
" Kings-county, whose conduct has been represented 
'' to this Congress as equally inimical with that of 
** the former, but who would probably appear on be- 
'' iug summoned, be summoned by the said Committee 
" to appear before them, at huch time and place as 
** they may appoint ; and, in default of appearance, 
** on proof of the service of the summons, that they 
" be arrested in like manner as the former, to wit: 

[in the City and County of New- York,'] " Wm. 
" Newton, Linus King, John B. Dash, Henry Law, 
" Theop. Hardenbrook, Saml. Burling, John Woods, 
" Benjn. Williams, Christopher Benson, Wm. Bayard, 
" Fredk. Rhinelander, Jas. Coggeshall, John Mil- 
" liner, and Theot. Bache. , 

** In Kings-county, — Theo. Bache and Benjamin 
" James. 

" /n Queens-county, — Chas. Arden, John Moore, 
'^ Senr., and David Beatty, of Hempstead. 

" /» Westchester-county. — Fredk. Phillips, Caleb 
" Morgan, Nath. Underbill, Saml. Merrit, Peter Come, 
" Peter Huggeford, James Horton, Junr., Wm. Sutton, 
" Wm. Barker, Joshua Purdy, and Absalom (jridney. 

" Which said Committee are hereby authorized and 
'' required impartially to inquire and determine 
" whether any, and which, of the said persons have 
" afforded aid or sustenance to the British Fleets or 
" Armies, contrary to the Resolutions of the Conti- 
" nental Congress or of the Provincial Congress or 
" Committee of Safety of this Colony, or been active 
" in dissuading any of the inhabitants of this Colony 
'^ from associating for the defence of the United Col- 
"onies, against the unjust claims and hostile attacks 
'' of the British Parliament ; decried the value of the 



1 As an lUiutration of the moitMr in which people were Mcrdly pnt 
into danger, at that time, the following instance, relating to theee three 
men is preeented : 

"An information, signed by Aaron Stockholm, Samuel Prince, John 
" Bogert, and Thomas Gardner, referred to this Congress by the General 
*' Committee of the City of New- York, charging Peter McCIean, Samuel 
" Galsworthy, Francis Delaroach, and a young man, in military cloth- 
** ing, of their acquaintance, with uttering sentiments highly inimical 
*' and dangerous to the cause of America, was read and filed. 

"Ordkrbd, That the names be added to the list of dangerous, disaf- 
"fected persons, to bo apprehended," {Jonrmil of the Ih^cincitU Cbnyrrm, 
"Die JoTls, 9 ho., A.M., May 30, 1776.") 



" Continental money, and endeavoured to prevent its 
" currency, contrary to the Resolutions of the Conti- 
" nental Congress or Provincial Congress or Com* 
^' mittee of Safety of this Colony ; or been concerned 
*' or actually engaged in any schemes to defeat, retard, 
'' or oppose the measures now pursuing by the United 
" Colonies, for their defence against the tyrannical 
" and cruel attacks of the British Ministry or their 
" allies, adherents, or agents. 

^* That all such of the said persons as shall be 
'' found by the said Committee to be innocent of the 
** said offences be immediately discharged ; and that a 
" Certificate of such acquittal and of the true light 
" in which they may respectively appear to the said 
*' Committee, under the hands of the said Committee, 
*' be given to them, the said several persons so acquit- 
" ted ; and that they also report to this Congress, the 
*' names of the persons so acquitted, that the same 
" may be entered on their Journals and published, to 
" the end that the reputation of such innocent penons 
** may not suffer or be injured by their having been so 
" arrested. Provided, nevertheless, that if the 
" said persons so to be acquitted should appear in a 
"suspicious light to the said Committee, that the said 
"Committee proceed against them, in the manner, 
"hereinafter prescribed for their conduct against 
" persons of a suspicious and equivocal character. 

" And with respect to all such of the said persons 
" as the Committee shall find guilty of all or any of 
" the said offences, the said Committee are hereby 
" authorized and required to commit to safe custody, 
" all such of them whose going at large would, in 
" their opinion, endanger the safety of the Colony or 
" the Liberties of America; and that they discharge 
" the remainder of them, on their giving Bond, with 
" good security, to the President of the Provincial 
" Congress, for the time being, by name, to cease and 
'* forbear all opposition to the Resolutions and meas- 
" ures of the Continental Congress or Provincial Con- 
" gress or Committee of Safety of this Colony, for the 
" defence of the United Colonies against the unjust 
" claims and hostile operations of the British Minis- 
" try to enforce them. 

" And in case it should appear to the said Commit- 
" tee, inexpedient that any of the said persons should 
" continue to dwell at his usual place of residence, 
" that, then, they do assign to such person or persons 
" another place of residence, in this or one of the 
" neighbouring Colonies, and take his or their parole, 
" or word of honour, or, if they should not be deemed 
"sufiScient, other security, to abide there' and not 
" leave it, without license from this or a future Con- 
egress; and, in caseof refusal to give such parole and 
" security, to commit him or them to safe custody. 

"And whereas it may happen that the said 
" Committee may be informed of other dangerous 
"persons, not herein named, whom it would be ex- 
" pedient and necessary to summon or apprehend : 

" Resolved, That the said Committee be and they 
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" hereby are authorized and required to cause such 
persons to be summoned or apprehended, as they 
may think proper, and' to proceed against them, in 
"the same manner as is herein before directed, with 
" respect to the persons herein particularly mentioned. 
" And WHERKA8 employing detachments of the 
" Militia of this Oolouy,'in arresting the said persons, 
"will not only be expensive, but the assembling ol 
" them may alarm the suspicions of the said persons 
"and their adherents, and, thereby, tend to defeat 
"the design of these Resolutions; and as the Con - 
" tinental troops quartered in and near the said three 
" Counties of New- York, Queens, and Richmond, may 
" be employed in the said business, with little troubli^ 
" to themselves and with greater prospect of success : 
" Resolved, therefore, That the said Committee 
" be and they hereby are authorized to confer with 
" the Commander-in-Chief of the said troops, and to 
" request of him such detachments of them as may be 
"necessary for the purpose aforesaid; and that he 
" give orders that the said detachments, while so em- 
ployed, be under the direction of the said Committee 
or of discreet persons to be by them appointed. 
"Provided, nevertheless, That the said Com- 
" mittee are hereby empowered to employ such de- 
" tachments of the Militia as they may think exped- 
" ieut for the purpose aforesaid. 

" And whereas there may be, and doubtless are, 
" in other Counties of this Colony, divers dangerous 
"persons at present unknown to this Congress: 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Com- 
" mittees of all Counties in this Colony, to be vigilant, 
<' and to use their utmost endeavours, from time to 
" lime, to discover and summon or apprehend them, 
" in like manner as herein before described with 
" respect to the persons hereby ordered to be arrested, 
" and to report their proceedings therein to the Con- 
" gress of this Colony for the time being. 

"And whereas it may often happen that the 
" Committees of Towns and other districts in a County 
" may discover many dangerous persons whom it would 
" be proper, immediately, to secure, in which case an 
" application to the County Committee would not only 
" be attended with great delay, but would also afford 
" such dangerous persons an opportunity to escape : 

"Resolved, therefore, That the said Commit- 
" tees of the ditferent Towns and Districts in the 
" several Counties in this Colony be and they hereby 
"are authorized and required to cause all persons 
" whom they may esteem dangerous and disaffected to 
" appear before them, either by arrest or summons, as 
"the said Committees, in their discretion, may think 
" proper, and lake from the said persons respectively, 
"good and sufficient security to appear before the 
" General Committee of the County, at such time and 
" place as they shall order him to attend, and, then 
" and there, to answer such matters as shall, before 
" the said General Committee, be alleged against him ; 
" and, on refusal to give such security, to commit to 
17 



" safe custody the said person or persons so refusing, 
" until the next meeting of the said General Com- 
" mittee, with whom the accusation against the said 
" dangerous and disaifected person or persons ought, 
" forthwith, to be lodged by the Committee of the 
" Town or District by whom they may be apprehended, 
" summoned, or committed, as aforesaid. 

" And whereas there is, in this Colony, divers 
" persons who, by reason of their holding Offices from 
" the King of Great Britain, from their having neg- 
" lected or refused to associate with their fellow citi- 
" zens, for the defence of their common Rights, from 
" their having never manifested, by their conduct, a 
" zeal for and attachment to the American cause, or 
" from their having maintained an equivocal neutral- 
" ity, have been considered by their countrymen in a 
" suspicious light, whereby it hath become necessary, 
" as well for the safety as for the satisfaction of the 
" people, who, in times so dangerous and critical, are 
" naturally led to consider those as their enemies who 
" withhold from them their aid and influence : 

" Resolved, That the following persons, who are 
"generally supposed to come under the above descrip- 
" tion, to wit : 

" In the OUy and County of New- York, — Oliver De 
" Lancey, Chas. W. Apthorpe, William Smith, John 
"Harris Cruger, Jas. Jauncey, Junr., Wm. Axtell, 
" Goldsbrow Banyar, Geo. Brewerton, Chas. Nicoll, 
" Gerard Walton, Donald McLean, Chas. McEvers, 
" Benjn. Hugget, Wm. M<^Adam, John Cruger, Ja- 
"cob Walton, Robert Bayard, Peter Graham, Peter 
"Van Bchaack, Andrew Elliot, David Mathews, John 
"Watts, Junr., and Thomas Jones. 

"In Kings-county, — Augustus Van Cortlandt and 
" John Rapalje. 

" In Richniond'county, — Benjamin Seaman and 
"Christopher Billop. 

" In Queens-county. — Gabriel Ludlow, Saml. Mar- 
" tin, Thos. Jones,^ Archd. Hamilton, David Colden, 
" Richd. Colden, Geo. D. Ludlow, Whitehead Hicks, 
" Saml. Clowes, Geo. Folliot, Saml. Doughty, Danl. 
" Kissam, Gilbt. Van Wyck, John Willett, David 
" Brooks, Charles Hicks, John Townsend, John Pol- 
" hemus, Benjn. Whitehead, Thomas Smith, John 
" Shoals, Nathl. Moore, Saml. Hallett, Wm. Wey- 
" man, Thos. Hicks, at Rockaway, Benjamin Lester. 

" In Westchester-county, ' — Solomon Fowler ' and 
" Richard Morris.* 



1 TbonuM Jonos, one of the Aasociato Judges of the Supreme Court of 
the Colony, was the author of that exceedingly valuable HMonf of Xew 
York during the HevokUumary WoTy to which bo many reforeucos are 
made, In this narrative. Ills wife, Anne, was the third daughter of 
Chief-Justice and Lieutenant-governor Jamo^ De Lancey, which was 
largely the ground of his offence before the leaden of the Kebelltun. 

> The smallneas of the list of the proscribed in Westchester-county 
may, iHwbably, be accounted for by the fact that Judge Thomas, and 
M^jor Van C'ortlandt, and the greater number of tlie Colonial Office- 
holders, in that County, were masquerading, locally, with the revolu- 
tionary party. 

'Solomon Fowler appears to have been of E^tchester. 

* Richard Morris was the Judge of the Colonial Court of Admiralty 
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** And al80 all such other persons of the like char- 
acter as the said Committee may think proper to be 
summoned by the said Committee, to appear before 
them, at such time and place as they shall appoint, 
then and there to show cause, if any they have, 
why they should be considered as friends to the 
American cause, and as of the number of tho^e who 
are ready to risk their lives and fortunes in defence 
of the Bights and Liberties of America, against the 
usurpation, unjust claims, and cruel oppressions of 
the British Parliament, which Rights and Liberties 
and which unjust claims and cruel oppressions are 
specified and stated in divers Addresses, Petitions, 
and Resolutions of the present and late Continental 
Congress, and, in default of appearance, the said 
Committee, on proof made of the service of the 
said Summons, are authorized and directed to cause 
them to be arrested and brought before them, by 
Warrant, under their handrt, directed to any Militia 
Officer in this Colony, who is hereby directed to ex- 
ecute the same. 

'' And if, on the appearance and examination of 
the said persons, it shall appear to the satisfaction 
of the said Committee that they or any of them are 
friends to the American cause, that such of them 
whom they shall so adjudge to be friends, be forth- 
with discharged, and a Certificate thereof, under 
the hands of the said Committee, given them, and 
their names forthwith reported to this Congress, 
to the end that the same may be entered on their 
Journals, and published, and justice thereby done 
to their characters and reputations. And it is fur- 
ther 

*^ Resolved, That all such of the said persons as 
the said Committee shall not adjudge and deter- 
mine to be friends to the American cause, the said 
Committee be and they hereby are required to treat 
and dispose of in the following manner, to wit : 



the Jurisdiction of which extended over (}onnecticut, New York, and 
New Jersey. His father had occupied the place, before him ; he had occu- 
pied it since August 2, 1762 ; and ho was, also, Clerk of the Oonrts of 
Nisi Prius and Oeneral Jail Delivery. Ho was a brother of Lewie Mor- 
ris, the I>el«gate in the Ck>ntinental Congress, and of Staats Long 
Morris, an officer in the Itoyal Army, and husband of the Dowager 
Duchess of Gordon ; and Gouvemeur Morris was his half-brother. He 
Wiis, aiso,tlH) grandfather of Lewis G. Morris, of Fordbam Heights. 

Although ho was classed, in these Resolutions, among those who occu- 
pied ''an equivocal neutnUity " — ho preferred to retain his hold on the 
lloyal Treasury as long as possible ; and the studied denunciation of 
him, in these Resolutions, was adailiubly adapted to secure the steady 
payment of his Salary and Fees, and to secure the family estates, in 
case the Rebellion should be suppressed— Just eight weeks aftor the 
presentation of this Report, he was appointed, by the same Provincial 
Congress who had received and adopted this formidable series of Rusoln- 
tious, to the Bench of the now-fonnod revolutionary Court of Admiralty ; 
and, three years subsequently, when John Jay coased to be Chief-Justice 
of the new State, this Richard Morris was appointed to succeed him, in 
that honorable and influential position. He held the latter office until 
September, 1790. 

The controlling power among the revolutionary elements, in the 
Colony as well as in the new-formed State, was not slow to reward the 
Morris family with offices and emoluments; and the latter was equally 
watchful of its own interests, in accepting whatever was offered. 
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" That such of them as may be men of influence in 
the neighbourhood of the place of their present resi- 
dence, be removed to such place, in this or a neigh- 
bouring Colony, as will deprive them of an oppor- 
tunity of exerting that influence to the prejudice of 
the American cause, and respectively bound by 
their parole or word of honour or other security, at 
the discretion of the said Committee, neither di- 
rectly or indirectly to oppose or contravene the 
measures of the Continental Congress or the Con- 
gress of this Colony, and to abide in the place and 
within the limits so to be ansigned them, till the 
further order of the present or future Provincial 
Congress or Continental Congress ; and in case they 
shall refuse to give such parole or other security, to 
commit them to safe custody. 
*' And as to such of the said persons whose removal, 
in the judgment of the said Committee, shall not 
appear necessary, that the said Committee do cause 
them to be respectively bound with such security, 
by parole or otherwise, as the said Committee shall 
deem necessary, neither directly or indirectly to 
oppose or contravene the measures of the Conti- 
nental Congress of this Colony. Provided, never- 
theless, that the said Committee shall be and they 
are hereby authorized, in case they shall, on 
inquiry, find any or either of the said persons to be 
so dangerous as that they ought not to be admitted 
to go at large, to order such of them to be kept in 
safe custody. 

"Resolved, That the said Committee and the 
County Committees keep a just record of all their 
proceedings, in pursuance of these Resc^Iutions, 
and report the same, with the substance of the 
evidence offered to them, for and against the several 
persons who shall be by them apprehended, sum- 
moned, tried, and examined by virtue of the afore- 
going Resolutions; and that they have power to 
send for witnesses and papers. 
** Resolved, That the said Committee consist of 
the following gentlemen, to wit : Mr. Morris, Col. 
Remsen, Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Baring, Mr. 
Tredwell, Col. Lewis Graham, and Mr. Hallett;* 
and that any five of them be a quorum ; and that 
before they enter on the business herein before 
assigned them, they and also all such of the County 
Committees as may be engaged in carrying these 



1 Of these, Gouverneur Morris and Lewis Graham were fn>m We»t- 
choeter-county ; Ileury Itomson and Joseph Hallett were from tlio City 
and County of Mow York ; John Ten Broeck was from Albiiny-cuuuty ; 
John Haring was from Omnge-coimty ; and Thomas Tredwoll was from 
Suffolk. Subsequently, as will be seen hereafter, Henry liomsen was 
excused from serving on the Committee ; and John Jay, of the City and 
(bounty of Xew York, and John Slows Uobart, of Suffolk, were added to 
it. At a still later date, Philip Livingston, of the City and County of 
Mew York, was also added ; and Ijeonard Gansovoort, of Albany-county, 
was substituted for John Ten Broeck. After the Committee bad Iwcome 
organised, John Haring retired from it, Tliomss Randall, of Mew York, 
taking his place. A few days before the Congress was disbanded, Joseph 
Hallett left the Committee. 
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^' Resolutions into execution severallv take an oath, 
" diligently, impartially, without fear, favour, affec- 
^' tion, or hope of reward, to execute and discharge 
'*the duties imposed on them, by the aforegoing 
'' Resolutions. 

'' Resolved, That the said Committee appoint 
" such persons as they may think proper, to repair to 
" the said Counties ^ to inquire for and procure the 
*' witnesses against the persons herein directed to be 
'^ arrested or summoned to appear, and give evidence 
'' against the said persons, before the said Committee ; 
" and that the said persons be paid for their trouble at 
'* the rate of fifteen shillings for each day they shall 
" respectively be employed on that service ; and that 
" the witnesses they may direct to attend, as afore- 
'^ said, be paid their reasonable expenses for travelling 
'' charges and subsistence, to be certified and allowed 
*^ by the said Committee ; which Certificate shall be 
" a Warrant to the Treasurer of this Congress, to pay 
" the persons in whose favour such Certificate shall 
" be given, the sum or sums therein allowed, as afore- 
" said." * 

On the fourteenth ' and fifteenth of June,* those 
who were members of the Committee, took the oath 
required of them; on the last-named day, John 
McKesson, who was one, the principal one, of the 
Secretaries of the Provincial Congress, was made the 
Secretary of the Committee, also ; ^ and, with a full 
retinue of Assistant-secretaries, Messengers, Door- 
keepers, and other Officers,* on the same day, Philip 
Livingston, Joseph Hallett, John Jay, Thomas Tred- 
well, Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Graham, and Leon- 
ard Gausevoort — Livingston, Jay, and Gansevoort 
having been meanwhile added to the Committee — 



> It appoara from tko wonln in tho t«xt, that Richmond, Kings, 
Qacenn, Ncfr York, and Westcheator-counties woro all which were to be 
favored with tlio ultcntiou of that revolnlionary In<iiii0ition; and, «a far oa 
the procoodings of tliat infunioiiA l)ody have Lweii permitted to be ex- 
posed to tho acnitiny of honmtt and earneot inqiilrerH, no evidence ap- 
pears that residents of other Counties were subjected to its despotic 
practices. 

^Jonrntd of the Prorittruil (\*Hffrn»^ " Dio Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., June 
"6, 1776." 

Tli«re are Intflni il f«vidt5nrofl, in the two papers, that the Resolutions 
which the Provincial Ck)n{|fresB hai] adopted, on tho twenty -fourth of 
May (fHuje M\i\, unte) and tliose wbich are now under consideration, 
were written liy iho same hand ; and there is evidence which cannot be 
misnndenito<Ml, that that hand was not John Jay^s, as some have sup- 
posed, but Gouverneur Morris's. It is true that Doctor Siiarks made no 
mention of tho subject, in liis lA/e of Gourernfur Morru— it woe not his 
purpose to ox|k)m* tho weaknetwos and tlid wrong-doings of his aristocratic 
and pretentions subject, but to magnify the man and his doings, and to 
eulogixe them— and all those wlio have preceded us in narrating the 
events of that period, have, also, preferred to know nothing of this in- 
famous enortiiient and of its consequences ; but it was really enacted, in 
New York, for tho promotion of tlie purposes of intended confiscations of 
individual and family projierties ; and, unquestionably, Gouverneur 
Morrill was tho author of it, and one of the master-spirits in the execu- 
tion of its provisions. 

*Jf>HrHal of the Pntvincial Onugren^ "Friday Afternoon, Jane 14, 
"1776." 

*Jtmntalo/the PnmncUd O/Nf/rew, '* Die Sabbati, A.M., June 16, 
•« 1776." 

6 Ibid. 

« Ibid. 



being present, the Committee proceeded to the dis- 
charge of the duties which had been laid on it.^ 

This secretly acting, inquisitorial body, of which 
John Jay was made the Chairman, held secret 
sessions on the fifteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty- 
first, twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, 
twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, and 
twenty-ninth of June,^ beyond which period we do 
not propose, at this time, to follow it; and on the 
following day, when the Provincial Congress itself 
was disbanded and fled, every member of this mighty 
Committee, with the single exception of Gouverneur 
Morris, had, also, left the City.* Besides receiving an 
anonymous information that William Sutton, of Ma- 
maroneck, had been heard to say *^ that, in case 
''Independency was declared by the Continental Con- 
** gress, there were three Colonels in the Service who 
** would join the Ministerial Party ; " ^^ and the issue of 
Summonses to Frederic Phil ipse, of Yonkers, Richard 
Morris, of Scarsdale, and Samuel Merritt, of the 
Manor of Cortlandt, to appear and answer before the 
Committee, on the third of July ; the issue of similar 
Summonses to Solomon Fowler, of Eastchester, 
Nathaniel Underbill, of Westchester, and James 
Uorton, Junior, and William Sutton, both of Mama- 
roneck, to appear and answer, on the fourth of July ; 
the issue of similar Summonses to Peter Come and 
Doctor Peter Huggeford, both of Westchester-county, 
to appear and answer, on the fifth of July ; and the 
issue of similar Summonses to William Barker, Joshua 
Purdy, and Absalom Gedney, all of Westchestcr- 
county, to appear and answer, on the sixth of July,*' 
the Committee appears to have done nothing which 
particularly concerned Westchester-county, during 
the period now under consideration ; and, for the 
present, its doings are dismissed.'* It may not be 



7 3fwNi<et of the OommUlee to Detect OoMpyraciea^ ** Die Sabbati, 12 ho., 
" June 16, 1776." 

8 The Mmmtee of Ike OommOlee, daring the brief period which ehipied 
between the date of its organization and that of the dissolution of the 
Provincial Congress — ^whlch, also, by all pariiamentary and statutory 
law, dissolved the Oomniittee which was only its agent-HU'e scattered, 
in various places, and generally In manuscript, and unprinted. Of the 
Minutes of the Meetings referred to In the text— and, in this place, we 
do not propose to refer to any of subsequent dates—carefully made oopieo, 
from the scattered originals, have been examined. In every Instance. 

B Jones's Hidonf of New York ihuittg the RevohUiouary Wur, il., 296. 

On that day. Judge Jones, who had been summoned before the Gora- 
mitteo and had come to the City of New York, to answer the Summons, 
fouufl only Ooiivernour Morris ; and by the latter, he was paroled and 
perniitte<l to rrturnto his home, In Queens county. 

1^ An anonymous Information, forwarded by John Thomas, Junior, 
Gliairnian, " In Oommittrb or Sapbty, Whitk Plains, June 23, 1776," 
among the papers of the Committee, ot the same day. 

11 Mimten of the Cfoimnitiee to Detect Cbmparacist, "Thursday, A.M., 
" June 27, 1776." 

i> Those who are interested In the methods of this Committee, the 
sufasoquenUy much eulogised Chief-Justice of the State of New York 
and Chief-Justice of the United States being the presiding officer, may 
see the forms of its SMimnoM and Its BaroUf In Jones*s Hietorf of New 
York dmrmgtke RevcluHtmary War, ii., 286, 2(W ; the forms of itB WarranU, 
In Its Minutea of June 19, 22, and 24, 1776 ; and those of its various 
BomdB, in Its MimUee ot June 24, 26, 26, and 27, 1776. 

The future eulogists of John Ji^ and Gouverneur Morris may tdvan- 
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improper for us to state, however, that, thirteen days 
after its sessions were interrupted, in the general 
panic which was produce<i by General Howe's 
arrival, there remained twenty-seven prisoners, con- 
fined in the cells in the City HaJl, and forty-three, 
including the Mayor of the City, in those of the new 
Jail.' 

It would appear incredible that such a relentless 
spirit of partisan bitterness could have been enter- 
tained, at such a time, in such a body as the Provin- 
cial Congress of New York ; but the records of the 
Congress which clearly avowed such bitterness, and 
those of the Committee which it created for the pur- 
pose of executing its malignant enactments, to say 
nothing of the unwritten and other informal testimony 
of the terrorism which was at once revived, and the 
renewed activity, in persecution, of every petty Pre- 
cinct, District, and Town Committee, all bear ample 
testimony to the fact that personal animosities and 
partisan malignity had so entirely overwhelmed the 
reason and the judgment and the humanity of the 
aristocratic leaders of the Rebellion, in their 
haughty demands for uniformity of opinion as well 
as of practice, in religion as well as in politics,' that 
not even the near approach of an avowed and power- 
ful enemy nor the severely pressing necessity of pre- 
paring to receive and to successfully oppose that not 
distant enemy could check their headhmg and reckless 
work of arousing those, among themselves, victims of 
their former oppression and plunder and outrage — 
many of whom, nevertheless, would have remained 
passive spectators of the struggle — and of forcing 
them, in retaliation and self-defence, to become earn- 
est and active, if not desperate, belligerents, on the 
side and in support of the Crown. 

As portions of the general subject of proscription, 
mention may be properly made, in this place, of two 



tageouflly read, from these Jftmifa*, what those diatingnished lawyers 
were capable of dojng, Judicially, when they were within closed and 
closely guarded doon ; what they, then, regarded as offences before the 
law ; the methods which they adopted, in their inquisitorial process ; 
and what their judgments were and what penalties they inflicted.. 

With these instances of the capabilities of those two men before us, 
we have been enabled to nnderatand, more clearly than ever before, 
some of actions of the Chief Justice and of the Ambassador which, 
previously, had needed additional explanation. 

» LM of PriHonm m the CHty Hall, NetP York, July 12, 1776, and LM of 
IMtonen in the New Ootd, among the pitiiors of the Committee — 
HidorictU JWoMwri/i/ir, etc. : MwreUnnetmn I'apertt, xxxiv., 490. 

3 It will be nnnomlierrM] that the njnuitnnt uf Its viftims, on questions 
of IdiW, of Legislation, and of Political Kcunomy, were rpganled as 
matters of offence, even where no art which whs obnoxions had 
been charged against them ; and that, for those opinirm*, only, in many 
instances, th<iee victims were Hnbjectcd to punishment. It will be ra> 
niomlM^rod, also, that the leaders of the Rebellion aaaumed tite right of 
determining when and in what manner religions services should lie con- 
ducte<l by the ('hnnthes, in the Colonies, and thuse for whom tliun-hes 
and individuals should and should not offer their pmyers to Almighty 
Gt»d. In CJonnecticut, every KpitieoiMlian Church, except one, was 
closed, because the Clergy would not siibndt to the requirements con- 
cerning their prayers to God ; and in that single exception, the cour- 
ageous preacher maintained his relations with his Master, notwith- 
standing the opposition ; and the cowards did not seriously disturb him. 



or three instances which occurred in Wcstch ester- 
county. 

It appears that it had become the practise of sev- 
eral of the local Committees — those in Westchester- 
county, in some instances, having been of the num- 
bers—of sending those who were offensive to them, 
without the slightest authority, revolutionary or con- 
servative, to the Forts in the Highlands, which were 
then garrisoned with Continental troops, '' with orders 
"to the commanding Officers to keep them at hard 
"labor, until further orders,'* no matter what the 
disability of the victims to sustain such hardships 
may have been — a process concerning the propriety of 
which even General Putnam, who was then the Officer 
in command of the Army, in the absence of General 
Washington, entertained some very reasonable and 
very clearly expressed doubts;' and the Provincial 
Congress, in consequence of those doubts and of other 
considerations; was constrained to countermand those 
portions of the commitments to those Forts, which 
had imposed hard labor on the prisoners/ 

Another instance of that spirit of persecution was 
seen in the movement of Egbert Benson, one of those 
who were controlled more by their haughty and ill- 
controlled wills than by any enactment of Committee 
or Congress or by any requirement of personal or po- 
litical integrity, for the employment of a local force, 
in the service and pay of the Colony, for the purpose 
of " keeping the peace and order and to suppress the 
'^disaffected in Duchess-county."' The "requisi- 
'* tion," for by that expressive word the call of Benson 
was then known, was duly referred to the Deputations 
from Duchess, Westchester, and Ulster-counties, for 
consideration and report — Gouverneur Morris, Samuel 
Haviland, Jonathan G. Tompkins, and Lewis Gra- 
ham, representing Westchester-county ; ^ and, on the 
following day, that Committee riBcomraended the 
employment of one hundred men in Duchess-county 
and fifty men in Westchester-county, ** the said men 
" to be raised in the said Counties respectively, and 
" confined to the service of those Counties, and to 
"continue in pay until the first day of November 
" next, unless Hooncr discharged by this or a future 
" Congress." ^ 

There appears to have been a serious opposition to 
the adoption of the Report, New York City and Coun- 
ty leading in the opposition, but it was, nevertheless, 
adopted;* and, two days afterwards, [June 22, 177(),] 



« fJtneral PHtwtm to the Provincial Cfrngmn^ " HKAD-Oi'ARTKRg, Nkw- 
"YoRK, June 3, 177fl." 

4 Journal of the Prorincial Chutpm, "Die Lunie, 4 ho., P.M^ Juno 3, 
"1776." 

*/ofir»i<iI of the Provincud CV>»{7rem, ''Wednesday morning, June 19, 
•1776;" and the $ante, " Wmlnesday afternoon, June 19, 1776." 

* JfmriHi/ of the PmvincUtl Ontgresti, "Wednesilay afternoon, June 19, 
"1776." 

t Jcnmail of the l^rortncial Oonffretn, "Thursday morning, June 20, 
"1776." 

^Journal of the IVovindal Congreetf "Thurmlay morning, June 20, 
"1776." 
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after various manipulations, in a second Committee/ 
by " one of the Secretaries/' ' and by the Congreas it- 
self/ the subject was disposed of, in a series of Reso- 
lutions, which, it is said, ''were unanimously ap- 
* proved of." 

As that entire subject relates to the local history of 
Westchester-county, at that period, and to the estab- 
lishment of a military police force, in thit County, 
evidently for the more effectual prosecution of the 
proposed operations of the recently created "Com- 
" mittee to detect Conspiracies ** among the peaceable 
conservative residents of that County — as no com- 
plaint had been made, by any one, of the slightest 
breach of the peace, in that County, and as its local 
County Committee had made no application for the 
establishment of such a military {>olice force, for any 
purpose, there can be no doubt that, as far as the 
Company in Westchester-county was concerned, the 
project was a creation of the Deputation from that 
County, and for no other purpose than that of assist- 
ing the "Committee to Detect Conspiracies," of which 
Committee two members of that Delegation were also 
members, in harrying the conservative farmers of the 
County, in the interest of "the cause of America" and 
that of the leaders of the Rebellion, in New York — 
for these reasons, the Resolutions may properly find 
a place in this narrative. They were in these words: 

" Whereas, there are sundry disaffected and dan- 
gerous persons, in the Counties of Dutchess and 
Westchester, who do now greatly disturb the peace 
" of the said Counties, and will most probably take up 
" arms, whensoever the enemy shall make a descent 
*' upon this Colony, to the great annoyance of the said 
" Counties, in particular, and of others the good peo- 
ple of this Colony : 

" Akd whereas, by reason of the several drafts 
which have been made in the said Counties, accord- 
ing to the late recommendation of the Continental 
Congress, the Militia thereof are rendered incapable 
of keeping peace and order in the said Counties, 
'' without great inconvenience to themselves and much 
" injury to and neglect of their private property ; and, 
" inasmuch as the interest of this Colony may be ma- 
terially affected by any dissentions which may pre- 
vail in the said Counties, while the Continental 
" troops are engaged in the defence of those Counties 
"more immediately exposed to the inroads of the 
" enemy : therefore 

" Resolved, That one hundred men, Officers in- 
" eluded, be raised in Dutchess-county, and that fifty 
" men, Oliicers included, be raised in Westchester- 
-county, and taken into the pay and service of this 
" Congress, and confined to the service of those Conn- 
" ties, and to continue in pay until the first day of 



1 Jowmal of the Provincial Chnyrtfi^ "Friday aftorDOon, June 21, 1776.** 
s Ibid. 

s Journal of the Provmeial Qmgrmtf "Saturday momlng, June 22, 
" n7»." 
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" November next, unless sooner discharged by this or 
*' a future Congress of this Colony : 

" That the one hundred men to be raised in Dutch- 
" ess-county be divided into two Companies, each 
" Company to consist of one Captain, one Lieutenant 
"three Sergeants, thre^ Corporals, one Fifer, one 
" Drummer, and forty Privates ; and that the fifty 
" men to be raised in Westchester-county consist of 
" one Captain, one Lieutenant, three Sergeants, three 
" Corporals, one Fifer, one Drummer, and forty Pri- 
"vates; that the pay of those three Companies be 
" the same as the pay of the Continental troops ; that 
" the Captains be allowed eighteen shillings each, 
" per week ; the Lieutenants be allowed twelve shil- 
" lings each, per week ; and the Sergeants, Corporals, 
*'Fifer8, Drummers, and Privates, eight shillings 
" each, per week, in lieu of all rations and subsistence : 

"That Melancton Smith be appointed Captain of 
" one of the said Companies to be raised in Dutchess- 
" county ; and that John Durlin be appointed Cap- 
''tain of the other; and that Micah Townsend be 
"appointed Captain of the said Company to be raised 
"in Westchester-county: 

" That the General Committees of the said Coun- 
"ties be authoiized to nominate and appoint the 
"Subaltern Officers to the said Companies, in their 
" Counties, respectively: 

"That the said three Companies be deemed one 
'* Corps; and that Melancton Smith be Captain Com- 
*'mandant; that Micah Town«end be the second 
" Captain in rank ; and that John Durlin be the 
" third Captain in rank, in the said Corps: 

" That the General Committees of the said Coun- 
" ties be authorized and requested to appoint a Mus- 
"ter-master in their respective Counties, to muster 
''the said Companies; and that they transmit the 
" names of such Muster- masters to the Committee 
" appointed to audit the accounts of this Congress, 
'' without delay : 

" That the said three Companies be subject to the 
"order and direction of the General Committee of 
'* their respective Counties or such other person or 
" persons as this or a future Congress of this Colony 
"shall direct. 

" Ordered, That a certified copy of the aforesaid 
'' Resolutions be transmitted to the General Commit- 
" tees of Dutchess and Westchester-counties. And 

"Ordered, That Commissions be immediately 
" issued to the Captains, and that blank Commissions 
" be sent to the said Committees, to be by them imued 
" to the Lieutenants." 

It will be seen that no provisions were made by 
the Provincial Congress for either the recruiting, or 
the equipment, or the quarters, or the transportation 
of these men ; and there will be some among the 
readers of this narrative who will say that if filty un- 
armed, scattered men, on foot, could surely ensure the 
peace of so large and so widely extended a coiumunity 
as Colonial Westchester-county — and if those men 
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could not surely preserve that peace, their appointment 
were useless — the inhabitants of that County could not 
have been as " dangerous " and its peace could not have 
been as ^' greatly disturbed " as the authors and pro- 
moters of these Resolutions had falsely pretended, 
among the recitals of thei^ Preamble: others will 
suspect, not without reason, that the entire movement 
was a purely political job, gotten up for the purpose 
of affording political sop, at the expense of the Col- 
ony, for hungry adherents of the Bensons and the 
Morrise — suspicions which would be well-founded, 
since neither of the Duchess-county Companies were 
subsequently known in history, exceptth rough the re- 
quisition on the Treasurer of the Colony, for their Pay 
and Subsistence;* while the Westchester-county Com- 
pany, without having become known to history, in its 
capacity of an armed police, is known, in the military 
annals of the State,^ for having done nothing else than 
changed its Lieutenant,'* for asking for greater Pay,* 



^ Jounml of the PrttvincuU Congren, "Dio Venoris, Novr. 1, 1776, 4 
"o*clock, P.M." 

>The only alliuion to military doty discharged by thia Company, 
which wo have found, is that ()r<hr of tliA Provincial CongroH, on the 
tweuty-fifth of July, " that Captain Townscnd of Wontchestor-oounty 
"return to duty, witli hia Comjtany, at the mou^ of Croton-river and j 
*' euch places atUaoent as the Otflcor or Offlcurs oomnuuidlng the Ameri 
*'can trooiifl or Militia, there, shall direct," {JimnuU of the Fropi»cial Orm- 
grvnH^ "Thurstlay niuming, July 26, 1776 ;") which was certainly be- 
yond the line of Unties fur which it had Ijocn speciHcally raised. 

'The Connty Coroniittoe, agreeably to the Resolutions of the Provin- 
cial Congress, presented in the text, appointed Saniuol Townsond to the 
Lieutenautcy of this (VmipHuy. Bubsequentfy, Lieutenant Townsend wss 
promoted to the command of another (\)ni|>any ; and, on the sixteenth 
of August, Zephania Miller was apiiointed to the vacant Lieutenantcy, 
{The (ieneral VomtniUef of WeMcheaier-caunlif to the Cttttpeution of the Stute^ 
*' August 16, 1776;" Jourmil of the Ihtirweml OmrcMfian, "Die Veneris, 
•'» ho., A.BI., August 16, 1776.") 

* 1*110 following, copi(>d from the original manuHcript, {llislarical Man 
tucriiUs, etc.: lyiUinu*, xxxiii., 103, HA,) will be interesting to our 
readem, in this connection : 

"To THR HoNORAm.K TIIK tV>NVENTION OK THE StaTR OK NkW-YoRK. 

*' Tlie Petition of the Lieutenant non-commissioned offlcers ft Privates 
** belonging to Ctapt* Micali Townsend*s coni))any mised to lie under the 
" Directiiiu of the Committee of WratcheMter County, Humbly Shewoth, 

"That tho Honorable the Provincial C-ongress of this Colony when 
"they gsve luKtruclions for raising Capt" Townsend's Com])any allowed 
" the Lieutenant 12t(. per week, anil tho non C(>mmlssione<l ofHcers and 
"privates Hs. |ier wettk in lieu of Itations and SuLsIstanoe. 

*'That at and near the White Plains (which is the head Quarton of 
"the Company) the allowance for their sulwiMtance iUhvi not amount to 
"near enough to sup|w>rt them, they U^ing unable to get victuals for 
"less than Is. per Meal, or to him their Board at any tolerable rate but 
" by the weok ; that your Petitioners entfred the Company ft Did duty 
"in the most busy MeaMi)n of the year U^fore ft during llnrvi'Ht time ft 
"have hiul a harder share of duty than the Tro4iiM who were Hllowed by 
"your honorable House 20 Dollars Ikiunty ft who have generally 
**rec«iv«»d near 40 Doltan. 

" Your Petitioners tlierofore humbly pray that your honorable House 
"will lie pleased to increase the Pay for their SulMstance so far as tii 
"enable them when they live with Frugality to snpfiort themselves by it 
" in the part of tho County where they may resitle, or be ordAm<l. And 
"your Petitioners as in duty lH>und shall ever pray, ftc. 

" Z<>phaniuh Miller, Lieutenant, William FreilenlMirough, 

" Jacob Travis, (toijent, Jonathan Feiris, 

" William Martin,* Serjent, Bobert Bloomer, Jun', 



*Tho De|ioaition of John Martino, "uf the Mautir uf Philipnburg noar 
"the White Plains," (Uiduricttl jlf'fMtMrt/ife, etc.; MittceUtmemu /\iji«r«, 
XXXV., 373,) shows that this was WUliani Hartlne, hia aon. 



and for drawing the Pay which was legitimately due 
to it.* 

Another instance of the spirit of partisan bitter- 
ness which prevailed, at that time, in Westchester- 
county, and of the unholy zeal with which the Town 
Committees urged forward the work of persecution 
and plunder, among their conservative neighbors, may 
be seen in the following note which was addressed by 
the Chairman of the Committee of the Town of Salem, 
in that County — ^that Committee which, a short time 
previously, had laid an embargo on Cattle intended 
for the supply of the inhabitants of the City of New 
York • — to the Provincial Congress : 

*'to the honble. the provincial congress, 
" New York : 
"The Committee of Salem, in Westchester-county, 
" have the unhappincss of having a large number of 
" the inhabitants very much opposed to the measures 
" of the United Colonies, and numbers of them are 
'' determined not to comply nor adopt the doings of 
" the Congress, which makes a great deal of trouble 
'* for said Committee. Said Committee has adver- 
" tised some, obliged others to give bonds, some of 
"* one or two hundred pounds, some of which have 
'* forfeited their bonds and run off, and have made 
"considerable costs, one in particular, in sending 
" after him. We desire to know what shall be done 
''with the forfeitures, and likewise how to proceed in 
" taking of it, and how to turn it into money if taken 
" in stock or whatever else, or whether or no the Con- 
'* gress wont take the forfeitures and pay the cost ; 
" we desire you would give us some rules and direc- 
" tions how to proceed. And likewise, those men 
" chat still behave inimical, and put the Committees 
"to so much trouble, whether or no we might not 
'' take cost of them to pay us what is reasonable for 



*' J(tahua Moad, Seijent, 
"Reuben Bloomer, Corp*, 
" Thomas Brooks, Corp>, 
"James Strolxly, Curp), 
" Antlumy Miller, FIfar, 
" James Carpenter, 
"William Williauison, 
"Elven Hyot, 
"William Sniffon, 
" Moses Higons, 
" John Boaks, 
" William Seaman, 
"Klijah Millor, Jun% 
"Nathan Holmes, 
"Samuel Lyon, Jnn'» 
"Stephen Munday, 



Samuel Howell, 
Uriah Travis, Ja., 
Jonathan Finch, 
John Travis, 
James Miller, Jum, 
Zechens Dible, 
Abaoliui Uutcblna, 
Daniel Dean, 
Jeremiah Rozelle, 
John Mills, 
Jerediah Owen, 
Benjamin fretenborougfa, 
Thomas Ramond, 
John Uroadsti-oet, 
Samnel Miller, 
Robert Merritt 



" Frederick Datin, 

"In CoMMiTTEK oi- Safety i^r tub Coukty of WiarrcnEKTEa » 

" AT THB White Plains, Sept' 2»* 1776. j 
"Rksolvrd, that this Oommittee recomniond to the houble the Con- 
" vention of this State the reaaonaldoness of increasing the Sulisistaiice 
" Mtmey for C-apt" Townsend's Oom|Hiny as they are of opinion that Ss 
"per week per Man is not a sufflcient provision for them. 

** By order of the Committee, 

"John Thomas, Jun', Chairman.'' 

^Jtmrma of the QwttuUiM of Sv^^, "4 ho., P.M., Deer. 7, 1776.** 
« Vide pages 149, 160, ante. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



176 



u 
it 
li 
tt 
n 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



tt 



our time, for we grow weary of being called together 
to deal with tories. That has been our whole busi- 
ness ever since we have been formed as a Commit- 
tee ; it has cost me, in particular, not less than six 
hundred miles riding, and I believe, at a moderate 
guess, twenty or thirty dollars in ca»h, and I never 
yet expected pay ; but I find I cant live so, and if 
the tories make all the trouble, why ought they not 
to pay all the cost. Grentlemen, we only want or- 
ders from you to take it. We have sent Mr. Ben. 
Chapman to you, praying of you to send us some di- 
rections on this important affair, one of the mem- 
bers of this Committee. 

"By order of the Committee, 

" £z£Ki£L Hawley,* Clutinnmi, 
June 5th, 1776." 

That letter was laid before the Provincial Con- 
gress, on Saturday evening, the eighth of June; and 
the Journal of that body states that it was " read and 
"filed,'"'' the Congress itself, as will be seen in its 
subsequent proceedings in the matter, hesitating, 
in view of its atrocious propositions, to give the 
authority which its writer had . so unblushingly 
solicited. 

With the fact before him, that the "large number 
"of the inhabitants" of the Town of Salem which 
was referred to, in that letter, was composed of 
farmers, neighbors of the writer of it, and peacefully 
and industriously pursuing their usual vocations; 
and, with the additional fact before him, that none of 
these were even pretended to have committed any 
other offense, against either the King or the Congress, 
than the entertainment of political opinions which 
were different from those entertained by Ezekiel 
Hawley and his handful of " patriotic" confederates, 
tbereader will be enabled to judge, with some de- 
gree of accuracy, concerning the really diabolical 
character of the letter and that of him who had 
written it. 

The number of those who were thus proscribed and 
whose properties were so eagerly hankered for, was 
said to have been ** large ;" the proposed victims were 
"inhabitants" of Salem, and neighbors of Hawley 
and his confederates ; they were quietly pursuing their 
usual rural occupations, doing no harm to any one, 
and violating no law, although their opinions, on 



1 Mr. Bolton mid this Hawley was a grandson of Rev. Thomas Haw- 
ley, Pastor of tlie Congregatioual-cburch at RUlgefluld, Connecticut ; that 
he was one of the propriotora of the Obloug ; that lio held u Commission 
in the Continental Army ; and that he was taken off by duath, suddenly, 
in 1788. {HMi/ry of WetitchegUr-county, original edition, i., 474 ; the same, 
second edition, 1., 738.) 

The "Continental*' Commission referred to, by Mr. Bolton, was 
nothing else than that of First Lieutenant in Captain Truosdale's Com. 
pauT of Colonial Militia, *' for the North End of Salem '*— a local Com- 
pany of notoriously very little uccount^ {IMurmi of fUf^'tkm of Officen^ 
December 18, 1775, In the Hutofiral ilfri)ituK*rt/)6i, etc. : MQtUtry Rehtm$f 
xlTii., 246.) 

^Jottmnl of the ProviHcittl Cbti^ew, '*Die Sabbati, 6 ho., P.M., June 8, 
•* 1775." 



partisan political questions, were not in accord with 
those which the latter professed to hold ; both, at the 
same time, concurring, however, in the recognition 
of the King of Great Britain as their legitimate Sove- 
reign; both professing to be equally and eniiiely 
good and loyal subjects of that reigning Monarch ; 
both owing obedience to the Laws of the Land ; and 
both, alike, recognizing the duty of that obedience,* 
although only one of the two discharged that duty, in 
its every day practice. Against those unoffending 
farmers — as their accusers have shown, they were 
nothing else — with a malignant zeal which betrayed 
its selfish, puritanic origin, the writer of that letter 
prayed that they should be arrested; that their pro]>- 
erties, real and personal, should be seized, and es- 
cheated, and couliscatod ; that " costs '^ should be paid, 
therefrom, into the willing hands of those who should 
have thus invaded their individual Rights — Rights 
which had been guaranteed to each of them, by the Con- 
stitution and the Laws of the land — that their homes 
should be violated and destroyed ; that their families 
should be made beggars, and be cast penniless on the 
world; and that, except among those who thus sought 
warrants to become local despots, nothing else than 
individual and domestic misery and general devas- 
tation and ruin should be aimed at and obtained. 
Can anything more atrocious be conceived? Can 
those who could calmly and deliberately devise such 
outrages, to be inflicted on a peaceful community, 
and that community their own immediate ncighbots 
and townsmen, be regarded as anything else than 
monstrosities, in human form, in which only the 
baser and most brutal passions had found places? 
But, after all, these — the letter and the passions which 
had inspired it and the hand which had written it — 
were only the legitimate outcome of the barbarous 
propositions which John Jay and Gouverneur Morris 
and their partisan associates, taking advantage of a 
short period of peculiar anxiety and of labors of more 
than usual variety and importance, had led the jaded 
and almost exhausted Provincial Congress, it may 



s '* To do justice even to rebels, let it here he mentioned that * * * Nay, 
"so far were they from lutorfering wiUi the law, that the Magistrates 
"continued in full iMssesslon of the Civil powereaud the Courts of Jus- 
**tice were open in the usual manner until the Declamtioii of Indeiiun- 
"dence. In April Term, 1776, several rol>eI soldiers were indicted for 
"some Potty Larcenies, tried, convicted, and punished by order of the 
"Court without any interference of the Military ; their OfHcers at- 
" tended the trials, hoard the evidence, and upon their conviction de- 
"ciarcd that ample Justice wus done them, and thanked the Judge for 
" his candor and ImiiartiaHty, during the course of the trials.*' — Jones's 
Hidori/ of New York duriwj the Uerolntmnary IFor, i., 137. 

Judge Jones, the writar of the above jtaragraph, was, at that time, 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Colony, and personally 
acquainted with the facts stated. His practice was, in matters in which 
he WIUI personally concerned, to mention no name ; and the context cer- 
tainly Be«fms to iadicato that the Trial was in the City of New York ; but 
the learned ISilitor of that remarkable work, has stated, in the riu/rv, 
(it., 601.) undoubtedly on competent authority, that the Court referred to 
was held at the White Plains, in Westchester-county ; and that the pre- 
sidinp: Judge of that Court was Thomas Joues, the writer of the work from 
wliich this paragraph was taken. 
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have been unwittingly, to establish as the formal 
enactments of that revolutionary body.' 

As we have said, the letter which Ezekiel Hawley, 
in behalf of the Committee of the Town of Salem, 
wrote to the Provincial Congress, was laid before that 
body, on Saturday evening, the eighth of June; when 
it was read and filed.'^ On the following morning, 
[^Sunday, Jwie 9, 1775,] the Congress directed the fol- 
lowing answer to be made to that remarkable letter : 



<( 

u 
tl 
it 
tl 
t( 
tt 
kt 
tt 
It 
It 



Sir: 



"In Provincial CoNtJRESS, 
" New-York, June 9, 1776. 



" Your letter by Mr. Chapman, of the 5th inst., was 
laid before the Congress, who are of opinion that 
the contents require the most serious consideration, 
and have directed me to acquaint you that whenever 
several matters ofimportancefor the general defense 
and preservation of the Colony, now under consider- 
ation, are despatched, the Committee of Salem may 
be assured a proper attention will be made on their 
application, the Congress not doubting that Commit- 
tee will still persevere, with zeal in the cause of 

their country, 

" By order, 

" Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

" To Ezekiel Hawley, Ebqr., Chairman 

" of the Committee of Salem, Westchester,** ' 

Had Gouverneur Morris or John Jay been present, 
when the Provincial Congress received or when it 
answered that letter, the answer would probably have 



1 The quesdyn of the extent to which tlie eoveral Provincial Gon- 
giuasoB, uuiufluenced by tlie outside prewure of homemade paitisan 
demoiMtratioDS or by the iiiiddo domination of those who as^nmod to social 
or intellectual superiority, would have given their authority for the 
enactment and execution of such violent moamiros, against those of their 
fellow Colouista who did not concur in all which was done by the Conti- 
nental Cougress of 1774, as wo have noticed, is worthy of the examina- 
tion which it will some day receive at the hands of an intelligent, indus- 
trious, and fearless student. 

If we do not mistake, and we incline to the belief that we do not, 
when that examination shall have been made, very much of the 
responsibility for the multitude of atrocious acts which were done in 
behalf of '* the cause of America ** and of ** tlie Liberties of America,'* 
will be shifted from the shoulders of sensible, but modest and lees ener- 
getic, men, where It now rests, to those of men who are now represented 
as having been incapable of such enormities. 

History tells of more than one instance in which a mere handful of 
enthusiasts, more oHees honest in their professions, has festened itself 
on a great iiolitical party which entertained none of those enthusiastic 
dogmas which the others assumed to believe and maintain, and which, 
having thus fastened itself on tlie larger body, taking advantage of 
favorable opportunities, artfully adapting itself to existing tempers and 
circumstances, and ])eraistently— sometimes, impudently— tlirusting it 
self into every seat of influence and authority to which it could possibly 
gain access, has succeeded in re-moulding the policy of the party which 
it has invaded ; and made it appear to be what, originally, it was not ; 
to maintain opinions which, originally, it diMclaimod and opposed ; and 
to do, or permit to be done, In its name, what, originally, it would have 
honestly shrunk A-om, as improper and unjust. Such an instance, if we 
do not mistake, occurrtni in this Colony, In l"?^ and 1776 : wo weiv per- 
sonally acquainted with a similar instance, vastly mure imtiortantin its 
consequences than the other, which occurred within the United States, 
at a comparatively recent date. 

> Vide iiage 175, ante. 

9 JbiimaZ of the ProcinoUd OoMjrtm, " Sunday morning, June 9, 1776.*' 



been of a different tenor ; but John Morin Scott, who 
was present on both occasions, and whose master 
mind probably controlled, wisely halted, and evidently 
induced the Congress to halt, in the work of pro- 
posed persecution and devastation and ruin. The 
Committee of Salem was coldly dismissed, without 
even a word of sympathy ; and the Prr>vincial Con- 
gress paid no further attenticm to the subject 

With a persistency which was worthy of a better 
purpose, notwithstanding the rebuke which the Pro- 
vincial Congress had thus administered, the Commit- 
tee at Salem was not disposed to be thus rel^ated to 
the obscurity of a rural Town ; and, subsequently, 
two other letters, relating to the same general subject 
of " the disaffected persons who were under bonds to 
" that Committee," were addressed by it, to the Con- 
gress. The first of these letters is in these words : 

" Gentlemen : 

*^ As our civil and religious privileges all lie at 
" stake, we that are friends thereto desire to lend a 
'* lifting hand in trying to preserve them ; and as the 
'' tories grow more and more disaffected, and are daily 
''going off on to Long island — four men last week 
" from my neighborhood, several more from other 
" parts, Capt. Theal and his son John Lobdin, and 
" Stephen Delance " ^De Lancey .^] " some of them 
'Maid under £500. bonds and also the solemnity of an 
" oath — but they regard not any thing the Commit- 
*' tee does with them, so long as they have their lib- 
'*erty. It is supposed numbers are concealed on 
" Long island. Please to take it into your wise con- 
" sideration, whether or no it will not be best to send 
" and purge Long island ; and as I wrote to you a 
" little back by Mr. Chapman, one of the members of 
" Salem Committee, to know what we should do with 
" those that forfeit their bonds, and how we should 
" get pay for the last, as there is since many more, we 
" should be glad of an answer. 

" By order of the Committee, 

** Ezekiel Hawley, Chairman. 

*' Salem, June 22d, 1776. 
' To THE Honourable the Phovincial Conorbbs 
" OF New- York." * 

Two days after that letter was written, [June 24, 
1776,] the Sub-committees of Cortlandt and Salem 
united in the following letter, also addressed to the 
Provincial Congress ; and in order to expedite the 
consideration of the subject to which it was devoted, 
by that body, Ezekiel Hawley wns formally directed to 
forward it, '* with all convenient speed." 

" Salem, 24th of June, 1776. 
" Gentlemen : 

" Whereas sundry persons of note have lately ab- 

" sconded from our part of the country, and we have 

" reason to think, from several circumstances, are 

" (with numbers of others) assembling together on 



^Jommd of the PiwinckU (Congress: Cbrr««/;omfoice, II., 196, 197. 
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Long island, with a view to join the Ministerial 

Army, we beg the Congress would take the matter 

under consideration, and adopt such measures as to 

youshall appear most proper for the removal of such 

dangerous assemblages, who we fear are forming 

a combination to aid and assist the Ministerial Army 

when an opportunity shall permit. 

** Ordered, That the same be forwarded with all 

convenient speed by Mr. Ezekiel Halley. 

** By the joint order of the Sub-committeee of the 

manor of Cortlandt and Salem. 

** Ezekiel Halley, 
" Joseph Benedict, 

" Chairmen, 

'* To THE Honourable the Provincial Con- 
gress.'' * 

These two letters were presented to the Provincial 
Congress, on the afternoon of the twenty-fourth of 
June; read before that body ; and ordered ** to remain 
" for further consideration ; " ' and there, as far as we 
have knowledge, they have remained, from that day 
until this — ^the Provincial Congress certainly paid no 
further attention to them. 

Closely connected with it, if it was not really the 
basis of that policy of proscription and persecution 
and devastation which peculiarly distinguished the 
entire series of Provincial Congresses and Committees 
of Safety of the Colony of New York, as well as the 
early Conventions and Legislatures of the State, after 
the Colony had ceased to exist^ was the series of Tests, 
known as Aitsociaiions, which were enacted, first, by 
the Continental Congress of 1774 and, subsequently, 
in various forms, by the Provincial Congresses of New 
York, by the latter of whom and by their several 
Committees of Safety they were, also, rigidly en- 
forced, as we have seen, in other portions of this 
narrative. 

One of these Tests, or AisociationSf adopted by a 
Provincial Committee of Safety* was proved to have 
been so entirely subversive of the personal Bights of 
those to whom it was offered, that numbers who had 
previously favored or acquiesced in the Rebellion, 
peremptorily declined to sign it, preferring rather to 
be considered as disaffected and to be disarmed, as 
such,' and to suffer all the other pains and penalties 
and insults to which those who were known as " dis- 
" affected " were continually subjected. 

The disaffection referred to must have been quite 
extended, seriously impairing the prospects of a polit- 
ical uniformity throughout the Colony, to which the 
leaders of the Rebellion had constantly aspired, or the 
Provincial Congress would not have turned aside from 
its daily routine to have noticed it. As it had reached 

1 Joumat 0/ the Brovineial Oongrtm : Oorrmpondene«^ li., 197. 

* Journal of tht Pnvmcial OongrtMy "Monday afternoon, June 24, 
"1776." 

S£«etfalln the Preamble of the new Auodaaon^ adopted by the Pro- 
▼ineial GongreM, on the twentieth of Jnne, 1776. 
18 



those proportions which entitled it to respect, how- 
ever, on the eighteenth of June, three days after the 
organization of ''the Committee to detect Conspir- 
" acies," the Provincial Congress adopted the following 
Resolution, on the subject : 

" Whebeas doubts have arisen respecting the true 
" construction of a certain Association ordered by the 
" late Committee of Safety of this Colony, to be pre- 
" sented for subscription to the inhabitants thereof : 

" Resolved, That all doubts respecting the true 
" construction of the said Association ought to be re- 
" moved ; and that a Committee be appointed to 
" prepare and report a Resolution for that purpose." * 

On the twentieth of June, the Committee which 
had been appointed to consider the subject — ^a Com- 
mittee composed of Thomas Tredwell and John Sloss 
Hobart, of Suffolk, and John Jay, of the City of New 
York, all of whom were distinguished for their rigid 
and intense partisan feelings — submitted its Report, 
evidently the work of John Jay, by whom it was pre- 
sented. As it was intended to be submitted to the 
inhabitants of Westchester-county, and to be em- 
ployed as the basis of fresh outrages against their 
persons and properties, it may properly find a place 

in this narrative: 

" In Pbovincial Conqaess, 

" New- York, June 20, 1776. 

** Whereas, the Continental Congress, on the 
** fourteenth day of March last, did recommend to the 
" several Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils or 
" Committees of Safety of the United Colonies, im- 
" mediately to cause all persons to be disarmed within 
" their respective Colonies, who were notoriously dis- 
** affected to the cause of America, or had not associ- 
" ated, and refused to associate to defend, by arms, 
" these United Colonies, against the hostile attempts 
" of the British Fleets and Armies : 

" And, whereas, the late Committee of Safety of 
" this Colony did, thereupon, on the twenty-seventh 
" day of March aforesaid, recommend it to the Com- 
" mittees of the several Cities, Counties, Manors, 
" Townships, Precincts, and Districts in this Colony, 
" forthwith, to cause to be disarmed, all persons 
^' within their respective districts, who were known 
" to be disaffected to the cause of America, and also 
" all such persons as should refuse to sign the foUow- 
** ing Association^ viz. : 

" * We, the subscribers, inhabitants of . . . . , 

" * in the County of , and Colony 

" ' of New York, do voluntarily and solemnly engage, 
" ' under all the ties held sacred among mankind, at 
" ' the risk of our lives and fortunes, to defend, by 
" ' arms, the United American Colonies, against the 
" ' hostile attempts of the British Fleets and Armies, 
" ' until the present unhappy controversy between 
** ' the two Countries shall be settled.' 

« Jomwd of Ike iVtwmcioI Ocmgren, "Tuesdi^y morning, Jane 18, 1776.'^ 
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*' And whebeas it hath been objected to the said 
" form of an AssocioHonj that, by obliging the sub- 
'^Bcribers or associators, in such general and express 
''terms, to defend the United Colonies, by arms, 
''against the hostile attempts of the British Fleets 
" and Armj/ra, it deprived them of the Rights reserved 
" by the Militia BegukUionSy and imposed on them the 
" necessity of marching to the most distant of the 
" Colonies, whenever called upon, which construction 
" of the said AssocicUion, however nice and casuistical, 
" is inconsistent and fallacious, it being manifest that 
" the Militia Begulaiianscouldfhy no rules of construc- 
" tion, be supposed to be repealed and abrogated by 
" any subtle implications drawn from the said Ansoci- 
"^ton. But, as some of the friends to the American 
" cause have been influenced, by this objection, to 
*' refuse signing the said Assodatiany and, in conse- 
" queuce thereof, been disarmed, it hath become ex- 
"pedient that the said AssocioHon should be so ex- 
" plained as to render it free from specious as well as 
"solid objections; and, therefore, 

" Resolved, unanimously, That nothing in the 
" said Association contained, shall extend or be con- 
"strued to extend to deprive those who have sub- 
" scribed it of any Rights reserved to them, in and by 
" the said Militia Regulations; and to the end that all 
" the Freemen of this Colony may associate for the 
"preservation of American liberty, in a form entirely 
" unexceptionable ; 

** Resolved, unanimously, That the following 
" form of an Association be and it is hereby recom- 
** mended to them, viz. : 

" ' We, the subscribers, inhabitants of .... , 
" * in the County of .... , and Colony of New 
•' * York, do most solemnly declare that the claims of 
" ' the British Parliament to bind, at their discretion, 
" ' the people of the United Colonies in America, in 
" ' all cases whatsoever, are, in our opinions, absurd, 
"'unjust, and tyrannical; and that the hostile at- 
" ' tempts of their Fleets and Armies to enforce sub- 
" ' mission to those wicked and ridiculous claims 
" ' ought to be resisted by arms. 

" ' And, therefore, we do engage and associate, 
'"under all the ties which we respectively hold 
" ' sacred, to defend, by armp, these United Colonies, 
" ' against the said hostile attempts, agreeable to such 
" ' Laws and Regulations as our Representatives in 
" ' the Congresses or future General Assemblies of 
" * this Colony have or shall, for that purpose, make 
" ' and establish.' 

" And that all persons who have been disarmed for 
'* refusing to associate with their countrymen, for the 
" defense of the United Colonies, in the form pre- 
" scribed by the late Committee of Safety, as afore- 
" said, may have no pretence to complain of injus- 
'* tice, and that they may have a fair opportunity of 
" convincing the public that their refusal to sign the 
" said Association did not arise from a disinclination 
" to defend the Rights of America, but merely from 



" objections to sign to the form of the said Association, 
" and thereby be restored to the privilege of bearing 
"arms in support of a cause so important and so 
" glorious ; 

"Resolved, unanimously. That all persons, 
" other than those whom the Conunittees of the sev- 
" eral Counties shall adjudge to be notoriously disaf- 
" fected to the American cause, who have not asso- 
" ciated in the form prescribed by the late Committee 
" of Safety, as aforesaid, be called upon, by persons 
" to be appointed by the said Committees of the sev- 
" eral Counties, and requested to subscribe the Asso- 
" ciation contained and recommended in and by these 
" Resolutions. And 

" Resolved, fubther. That all such of the said 
"persons as shall subscribe the same, other than 
" notoriously disaffected persons, as aforesaid, ought 
"to be considered and treated as friends to their 
" country ; and that all arms taken from them and 
" not disposed of to the Continental troops, be re- 
" stored to them ; and that care be taken that they 
" respectively be paid the full price allowed, for such 
"of their arms as may have been delivered to the 
" Continental troops, as aforesaid. 

" And further, that all such of the said persons 
" as shall refrise to subscribe to the same, together 
" with all notorious disafftcted persons, be forthwith, 
" if not already done, disarmed, and required on oath 
" to declare and discover whether the arms so to be 
" taken from tbem be all the arms they respectively 
" have or had, and if not, where the residue thereof, 
" to the best of their knowledge and belief, are depos- 
'' ited and may be found ; and that such of them as 
" shall refuse to take such oath, be committed to &afe 
" custody till they will consent to take it. 

" Resolved, unanimously, That it be and it is 
" hereby recommended to the Committees of the sev- 
" eral Counties in this Colony, to carry the aforesaid 
"Resolutions into execution, with diligence and 
" punctuality." * 

It is said that the Report and Resolutions were 
unanimously adopted by the Provincial Congress, 
evidently without the slightest consideration of their 
characters and probable result, and certainly during 
the latter portion of an afternoon session of the Con- 
gress, in which, both before and after the presenta- 
tion of them, that body was crowded with other and 
very important matters of business ; and it is said to 
have ordered, at that time, that the Resolutions 
should be printed in all the newspapers which were 
then published in the City <»f New York and in hand- 
bills; and "that the Resolutions be read to every 
" person to whom the Association thereby recom- 
" mended shall be offered for subscription." * 

Whatever the real motives of those who had de- 



"^Jowmal of the Provincial CongreMt "Thuivday Afternoon, June 20, 
"1776." 
s Ibid. 
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dined to sign the AssocioHan which the Committee of 
Safety had prescribed, had been, they were such as 
had led the Provincial Congress to notice them, 
respectfully, and to lead that body to move for the re- 
moval of the objections which had been thus reasona- 
bly raised against that AssoeieUionf by those whom the 
Provincial Congress's Committee was constrained to 
recognize as " friends to the American cause ; " and 
it ill became John Jay, therefore, to display so many 
of the idiosyncrasies of his generally unamiable 
character, in the contemptuous and singularly insult- 
ing words which he applied to those of his fellow 
"friends of the American cause'' who had presum<>d 
to take their knowledge of the legal obligations con- 
tained in that objectionable Association from some one 
else than from himself and his Congressional con- 
frerie ; and an impartial examination of the two forms 
of As9oci€Ui<m, and a carefiil comparison of that 
revised form, which he induced the Provincial Con- 
gress to substitute for that against which the objec- 
tions had been raised, with the latter, will clearly 
indicate to the reader that the writer of that revised 
form had permitted his evil passions to get the better 
of his personal integrity, when he belittled himself 
by reporting an Association which was even more 
objectionable in its provisions than that which had 
been objected to, dressed and decorated with a 
meaningless Preamble, evidently intended for the 
beguilement of the unwary, but without containing a 
single word of provision, either in the Preamble or in 
the AshocUttion its€lf, that the signers of that revised 
instrument, by that act, would not deprive themselves 
of their Rights as Militia, and subject themselves to 
be taken beyond the limits of the Colony, even to 
the extent of the most distant of the confederated 
Colonies, whenever some body, over whom they 
could exercise no control, should incline to order 
them thither^ Indeed, instead of relieving the Asso- 
ciation which the Committee of Safety had recom- 
mended, from the uncertainties of its provisions, the 
only duty which had been assigned to John Jay and 
his two rustic associates, these astute partisans, in the 
bitterness of their animosities, did nothing else, in 
the way of the duty which had devolved on them, 
than to indulge in contemptuous sneers and inuen- 
does against those who had objected to the terms of 
the Committee of Safety's Association, without includ- 
ing, in their revised form, the provisions of safety 
which the Provincial Congress had evidently intended 
to have inserted ; and, by the addition of words which 
were not in the former, they actually made the 
signers of the revised Association^ more than before, 
the helpless subjects of two absolutely despotic 
bodies, over neither of whom could they bring any, 
even the slightest, restraining influence, no matter 
how objectionable and oppressive the Orders and 
enactments of either or both of those bodies might be. 
As a man thinketh in his heart, so he is; and it 
will be difficult, in the light of such actions as this, 



to convince any honest man that, whatever he may 
have been after he had reached that place in the 
office-bearing ranks of his countrymen which he so 
greatly coveted and of which he was so exceeding 
fond, while John Jay was still struggling for place, it 
mattered little under what master, he was neither 
more nor less upright, in what he said and did for the 
advancement of his individual or his party's purposes, 
than are office-seekers of our own day, with whom the 
end in view is generally made to justify the means. 

On the twenty-sixth of June, the Prdvincial Con- 
gress received a letter from the President of the 
Continental Congress, dated on the preceding day, 
and enclosing a Resolution of that body,^ the latter 
of which, because of its remarkable character, is 
entitled to a passing notice, in this place. The Reso- 
nition referred to was in these words : 

" In Congress, June 24, 1776. 

" Resolved, That all persons abiding within any 
of the United Colonies and deriving protection from 
the Laws of the same, owe allegiance to the said 
Laws and are members of such Colony ; and that all 
persons passing through, visiting, or making a tem- 
porary stay in any of the said Colonies, being en- 
titled to the protection of the Laws during the time 
of such passage, visitation, or temporary stay, owe, 
during the same time, allegiance thereto. 

"That all persons, members of or owing allegiance 
to any of the United Colonies, as before described, 
who shall levy war against any of the said Colonies, 
within the same, or be adherent to the King of Great 
Britain or others, the enemies of the said Colonies, or 
any of them, within the same, giving to him or them 
aid or comfort, are guilty of treason against such 
Colony. 

"That it be recommended to the Legislatures of 
the several United Colonies to pass Laws for punish- 
ing, in such manner as to theai shall seem fit, such 
persons, as before described, as shall be proveably 
attainted of open deed, by people of their condi- 
tions, of any of the treasons before described. 

" That it be recommended to the Legislatures of 
the several United Colonies, to pass Laws for pun- 
ishing, in such manner as they shall think fit, per- 
sons who shall counterfeit, or aid or abet in coun- 
terfeiting, the Continental Bills of Credit, or who 
shall pass any such Bill, in payment, knowing the 
same to be counterfeit. 

" By order of Congress, 

"John Hancock, President."^ 

The Journal of the Qmtinental Chngress tells us that 
this remarkable paper formed a part of the Report of 
the Committee on Spies, to that body ; and that Com- 

1 Jowrwd of the Provincial Chngreu^ ** Wednesdaj morning, June 20, 
" 1776." 

* Journal of (he Provincial CongreM : Oorretpondence^ ii., 196. 

See, alflO, Jowrwd of the Oonlinental Congrew^ "Monday, June 24^ 
" 1776." 
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mittee appears to have been compoBed of John 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Edvirard Rutledge, James 
Wilson, and Robert R. Livingston ; ' but the character 
of those who framed the Resolution only increases 
onr surprise, and, more clearly than before, indicates 
the desperate straits into which, even at that early 
date, the Continental Congress had been crowded, 
unless the " spies " against whom the Committee ful- 
minated its Report were those Commissioners whom 
the Ministry had authorized to treat for Reconcilation 
and Peace,' and who were, at that time, nearing and 
not distant from New York ; and unless, also, the Con- 
tinental Congress, by these Resolutions, proposed to 
naturalize Admiral Howe, and General Howe, and 
the forces which were respectively under their com- 
mand ; and to transform all these, on their arrival 
within the harbor of New York, into " members tff 
** the Colony " of New York, " owing allegiance to 
" the Laws of the United Colonies," and subject to be 
tried on a charge of " Treason against such Colony " 
of New York, should they become prisoners of war. 

Whatever the purposes of the Continental Congress 
may have been, in the adoption and promulgation of 
these Resolutions, no one can attribute to the learned 
lawyers who reported them the slightest sincerity, 
since none knew better than they, that "allegiance," 
under any possible circumstances, was not and could 
not become due to what was nothing else than a mere 
" Law," and that the " Law " of a mere " Colony," 
which might be enacted on one day and be repealed 
on the next; that "allegiance " w^s, then, and would 
always be, due to nothing else than to the Sovereign 
of whom the person was or should become, legiti- 
mately, a subject ; that an avowed sojourner, " pass- 
"ing through" a Colony or merely "visiting" it or 
"making a temporary stay" within it, at the same 
time owing " allegiance " to the Sovereign of another 
country, while he would certainly owe obedience to 
the local Law, during the entire period of his journey 
through or of his visit to or of his temporary stay 
within that Colony, by no Law nor by any possible 
interpretation of a Law which would have been en- 
titled to the slightest respect, only by reason of that 
journey or visit or temporary stay, could have been 
said to have surrendered his " allegiance " due only 
to his own Sovereign, and, instead, only for the same 
reason, to have become a subject of, owing "alle- 
" glance " to, the authority which controlled the place 
of his journey or visit or temporary stay, and espe- 
cially so while that place was or should continue to 
be only an acknowledged dependency of a foreign 
Prince, to whom it was or should be, itself, avowedly 
subject, and by whom no such enactment or order had 



X Jownal of (he OofUineittta OmgrM*^ "Wednesday, Jane 6, li76.*' 
* ** According to the noble Lord's explanation, Lord Howe and his 
" brother are to be sent as Spies, not as Gommissionen ; that if they can- 
"not go on shore, they are to sound upon the coast.'*— (SpercA of Charles 
Ja$nc» Fox. on the Motion /or Lord Howe's Instructions, " Housx or (}0M- 
" MUMS, Wednesday, May 22, 1776.") 



been made; that no mere Colony, dependent on 
another and superior political power, could possibly 
have been said, sincerely, by such a Committee, to 
have possessed a political Sovereignty, nor that, in the 
absence of such a Sovereignty, there could possibly 
have been a respectable and competent charge of 
Treason against it, in any instance whatever; and, 
more than all, that such a pretense and threat of 
charges of Treason against a Colony, made by the 
Committee, in its Resolutions, was simply a harmless 
thunderbolt, before the Law, since the King of Great 
Britain, against whom and against whose authority 
the Resolutions were specifically directed, was, at the 
time of the adoption and promulgation of these Res- 
olutions, actually the Sovereign of all those Colonies 
and of all those who were thus denouncing him, 
openly and generally recognized, throughout the for- 
mer, as the source of all their legitimate political 
authority and as their King ; and, by the members of 
that Committee and the authors of those Resolutionn, 
themselves, specifically recognized as the Sovereign 
to whom each and every of them was himself proud 
to owe allegiance.' 

"Allegiance" and "Treason" presupposed Sov- 
ereignty existing in the Colonies, without which Sov- 
ereignty there could not have possibly been any 
" Allegiance " due to either of them nor " Treason " 
committed against them or either of them ; but it 
would require a bold man, possessed of a very vivid 
imagination, to maintain, seriously and honestly, that 
any such Sovereignty existed in the Colonies, or in 
any or either of them, on the twenty -fourth of June, 
1776, when the Continental Congress adopted these 
Resolutions, whatever there might have been or not 
have been, in the several States, a fortnight after- 
wards. 

What the result of this action of the Continental 
Congress was, will be seen, hereafljer. 

Another very important subject which was intro- 
duced to the notice of the third Provincial Congress, 
during its very brief existence, was that of supplant- 
ing the existing Colonial Grovernment by the estab- 
lishment of a new form of Government which would 
more nearly represent the current spirit of those who 
were leaders in the Rebellion, and which, more than 
anything else, would indicate a determination to 
sever the political connection of the Colony with the 
Mother Country. 

On the tenth of May, 1776, the Continental Con- 
gress, after a very severe and very protracted consid- 
eration of the subject, had adopted a Resolution;* 
and on the fifteenth of the same month, it had pre- 



» See, in the Address io (he King, by the same Continental Ciongrea and 
signed by each of its members, iudiyidnally, (Jbtinwi of the Ckmiimental 
Ocmgrem, "Saturday, July 8, 1776/') what, at the date of these Bmilix- 
tions, contained, unaltered, all which had btJen said, formally, of the 
disposition, toward (he Kmg, of either the Congress or of Its indirldual 
members. 

* Journal of (he Continental Congress, " Friday, May 10, 1776." 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



181 



fixed to that Resolution, a Preamble,^ which, together, 
were in these. words : 

"Whereas his Britannic Majesty, in conjunction 
with the Lords and Commons of Great Britain, has, 
by a late Act of Parliament, excluded the inhabi- 
tants of these United Colonies from the protection 
of his Crown ; 

" And whereas no answer whatever to the humble 
Petition of the OolonieSf for redress of grievances and 
reconciliation with Great Britain, has been or is 
likely to be given, but the whole force of that King- 
dom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted 
for the destruction of the good people of these Col- 
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" And whereas it appears absolutely irreconcilable 
" to reason and good conscience for the people of these 
'' Colonies, now, to take the Oaths and AfiSrmations 
" necessary for the support of any Government under 
** the Crown of Great Britain, and it is necessary that 
" the exercise of every kind of authority under the 
** said Crown should be totally suppressed, and all the 
"powers of Government exerted under the authority 
"of the people of the Colonies, for the preservation of 
" internal peace, virtue, and good order, as well as for 
" the defence of their lives, liberties, and properties, 
"against the hostile invasions and cruel depredations 
" of their enemies, therefore 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the re- 
" spective Assemblies and Conventions of the United 
" Colonies, where no Government sufficient to the 
" exigencies of their affairs hath been hitherto estab- 
" lished, to adopt such Grovernment as shall, in the 
" opinion of the reprt^sentatives of the people, best 
" conduce to the happiness and safety of their constit- 
"uents, in particular, and America, in general.'' 

The careful reader of that Preamble and Resolution 
will not fail to see, in every portion of them, only In- 
dependence very thinly disguised ; ' and he will not 
be surprised to learn that those, within the Conti- 
nental Congress, who were most desirous of effecting 
a Reconciliation with the Mother Country, were most 
resolute in opposing the adoption of them ; ' nor 

1 JoHrnal of the OontineiUal Oongreta, " Wednesday, May 15, 1776." 

* ** Oreat Britain haa at last driven America to the last step : a com- 
** plete separation fh>m her, a total, absolnte Independence, not only 
*' of her Parliament, but of her Grown, for such is the amount of the 
** BeaolTe of the 16th. Confederation among ourselTes or Alliances 
" with foreign nations are not necessary to a perfect separation fh>m 
** Britain ; that is effected by extinguishing all authority under the 
*' Crown, Parliament, and Nation, as the Besolution for instituting 
** GoTemments has done, to all intents and purposes. Confederation 
** will be necessary for our internal concord, and Alliances may be 
*' so for our external defense." — {John Adami to Mr». AdanUf " Phila- 
" DELPHiA, May 17, 1776.") 

As the writer of this paragraph was the Cliainnan of the Committee 
who ftamed the Preamble, and as he probably ifrote it, there need 
be no better authority concerning the inteut of him who framed it, 
as well as concerning his understanding of the meaning and of the 
consequences of it. 

See, also, Stephen Hopleine to Governor Oooke, of Shade Ulandf "Phila- 
•• nxLPHiA, May 16, 1776." 

* The Delegation from Pennsylvania, subsequently such determined 



that, after they had been adopted, those of the Dele- 
gation from the Colony of New York who had been 
among those who had opposed that favorable action, 
very soon retired from their seats in the Continental 
Congress and occupied seats in the Provincial Con- 
gress of New York,* where, by means of a similar 
line of action, adverse to the adoption of a new form 
of local Government and to the evidently approaching 
question of Independence, both those radical meas- 
ures might be successfully opposed, at least until the 
Royal Commissioners whom the Home Government 
had sent to effect a Reconciliation, should have arrived 
and presented their proposals, and until those who 
were anxious to figure, in New York and at London, 
as diplomatists and as peace-makers, rather than as 
friends or promoters of Independence, should have 
had an opportunity to ditipense with Independence ; 
to restore the old order of the Colonial Government, 
with here and there a revision which would be favor- 
able to themselves or to their faction ; and to establish 
for themselves, at least, such a substantial claim on 
the gratitude of the Crown and of the Nation, as 
would ensure to them the control of the restored Col- 
onial Governments, at home, if not something more 
acceptable, abroad.^ 



opponents of Independence, were resolute opposers of this Preamble 
and Besolution, and declined to vote on it, "as ihr as was in their 
"power, withdrawing the Province from this union of the Colonits, 
** both iu council and action,''— {The Philadelphia Oonmittee to the Oom- 
mittee$ of the rural OowUiee of Penngybxtnia^ " Philadelphia, May 21, 
"1776.") The majority of the Delegates from New Tork subsequently 
repeated their opposition to the measure, in the Provincial Congress 
of that Colony, where, also, their opposition to the Besolution of 
Independence was so peculiarly conspicuous. Although we have found 
no record of the action of the Delegations from New Jersey and Mary- 
land, on that particular question, the subsequent action of the local 
revolutionary bodies, in those Colonies, concerning those Delegations, 
leaves no room for doubt concerning what the action of their respective 
Delegations had been. 

* John Alsop and Francis Lewis took seats in the Provincial Congress, 
on the twentieth of May ; John Jay appeared on the twenty-flflh of 
that month ; James Duane, who had some other pkce in the Conti- 
nental service, showed himself on the second of June; and Philip 
Livingston lingered until the eighth of June— all of them were there 
in season to accomplish, as fkr as the Provincial Congress of New 
Tork could be employed in such a work, all they had set out to do, 
in the work of procrastination, of reconciliation with the Mother 
Country, and of continued Colonial dependence. 

* " Things have come to such a pass, now, as to convince us that we 
** have nothing more to expect from the Justice of Oreat Britain ; also, 
" that she is capable of the most delusive arts ; for I am satisfied that 
** no Commissioners ever were designed, except Hessians and other 
'* foreigners ; and that the idea was only to deceive and throw us off 
** our guard. The first has been too effectually aoconfpllshed, as many 
** members of Congress, in short, the representation of whole Provinces, 
" are still feeding themselves upon the dainty food of reconciliaiion ; 
" and, though they will not allow tiat the expectation of it has any 
« influence upon their Judgment with respect to their preparations for 
" defence, it is but too obvious that it has an operation upon every part 
*' of their conduct, and is a clog to their proceedings. It is not in 
" the nature of things to be otherwise ; for no man that entertains 
" a hope of seeing this dispute speedily and equitably adjusted by 
** CommissioneiB will go to the same expense and run the same haxards 
" to prepare for the worst event, as he who believes that he must 
" conquer, or submit to unconditional terms and the like concomitants, 
" such as confiscation, hanging, and the like." {Qeneral Wiiehingion to 
hie brother, AugusHue Waehimjtont "Philadelphia, 31 May, 1770.") 
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Although an official copy of that Preamble and 
Resolution was evidently sent to the Provincial Con- 
gress of New York, no mention was made of the re- 
ceipt of it, on the Journals of that body ; but, on the 
twenty- fourth of May, '* the order of the day being 
*' read, the Congress proceeded to take into considera- 
*'tion"the Resolution and the general subject to 
which it particularly related.^ 

« * * * * » 

The Provincial Congress having " considered " the 
Report, it also adopted it, evidently without debate 
or a division of the house, — Westchester-county was 
unrepresented in that exceedingly important vote, 
owing to the absence of a quorum of its Deputation ; 
— and, after the Congress had ordered the Resolutions 
to be published in all the newspapers in the Colony 
and in handbills, the latter for distribution in the 
rural Counties,' it appears to have dismissed the 
entire subject from its further attention. 

The Resolutions which were thus adopted and pub- 
lished, form the foundation of the entire structure of 
the OonstittUian of the State of New Yorky in all its 
varied forms; and, for that reason, we have not 
hesitated to find places, in this narrative, for all 
which concerned them. We are not insensible of the 
fact, however, that the fair words which they contain 
were deceptive; that the voice and the votes to which 
the election of the proposed founders of a State was 
thus referred, were not those of *'the Inhabitants" 
who had figured so largely in the preliminary Report, 
but only those of the Freeholders and those of the 
tenantry who were of the wealthier class, to the ex- 
clusion of the tenantry of small properties and of 
the Mechanics and Working-men of the Colony, and 
certainly to the exclusion of those who had been offi- 
cially proscribed and officially outraged, and for whom, 
under subsequent action of the Congress, yet more 
atrocious proscription and persecution and outrage 
were held in reserve. We are not insensible, also, 
that, notwithstanding the seeming eagerness of its 
authors, at that time, to remove the ''many and great 
" inconveniences," as well as that power of despotic 
oppression and tyranny which "attended the mode of 
"Grovernment by Congress and Committees," of some 
of which ''inconveniences" and despotism the reader 
has been already made acquainted, they were not 
subsequently so eager — they certainly loitered over 
their work until after the Royal Commissioners had 
exhausted their ingenuity as well as their authority 
in fruitless efforts to efiect a Reconciliation and to 
restore harmony between the Colonies and the Mother 
Country ; and, even at that later day, John Morin 
Scott and Alexander McDougal and others of the 
same class having, meantime, obtained other places 



1 Joxvmtd of the ProvincUd Oongrf$9, " Die Veneris, ho., A.M., May 
•* 24, 1776." 

iJoHrmU of th« ProrincUU CongreM '*Die Veiiorls, 4 ho., P. M., M*y 
"31,1776." 



which filled their expectations, the puny thing which 
was created and entitled The Oomtitution of the Stale 
of New York, was introduced to the world, and fostered 
by political mid wives and wetnurses who cared noth- 
ing for it beyond what they could severally make 
from it. Most of all, we are not insensible of the 
fact that, notwithstanding all the fine words, concern- 
ing the "People" and the "Inhabitants" and their 
unquestionable political authority, which were in- 
cluded in the Resolutions, the oligarchic authors of 
those Resolutions carefully reserved to themselves, 
the sole authority to determine whether a Constitution 
should or should not be created ; and to determine, also, 
if they should consider a Constitution were necessary 
and proper, in what words and with what provisions 
that Constitution should be composed; without the 
slightest recognition of any existing Right or author- 
ity, in the constituent "People" or "Inhabitants," to 
consider all such action of those who pretended to be 
the "representatives" of that "People" or of those 
" Inhabitants," and to ratify and approve or to dis- 
allow and reject the same, or any portion thereof, at 
its or their pleasure, as might be done by the recog- 
nized sovereign power; and as, in this instance, it cer- 
tainly should have been done.' It will be seen, here- 
after, in what manner the "oligarchy " who was seated 
in the Provincial Congress, controlling the affidrs of 
the Colony in their own interest, and who intended 
to be re-elected, betrayed both the "Inhabitants" and 
the "People," in imposing upon both, a new form of 
Grovernment, without their consent, but not until 
their own purposes to secure their own ends through 
the older Colonial form, had become unsuccessful. 

The subject of a new form of Government was 
scarcely disposed of, when, on the fourth of June, the 
same "Society of Mechanics in Union," so called, 
whom the master-spirits of the Committee of Fifty- 
one had deceived and betrayed— the same who was 
composed of the fragments of that phantom which 
had been known by the general title of " The Sons of 



s Tfaii peculiarity of the Betolutioim of the ProTlncial OongreH did not 
escape the vigilant attention of the Working men and tanantB of only 
small propertieA, within the City of New-York— of those very "poor 
"reptiles" of whom Gonverneur Morris had written to Mr. Penn, in 
May, 1774, {vide page 12, onto)— and only with whose very acceptable 
help, the Delegation to the Continental Cougress of 1774 had managed 
to secnre their seats In that body. Whatever may have been their stand- 
ing in the social scale.of aristocracy, bnt for the co operation of those 
who constituted the so called, "Society of Mechanics in Union," there 
wonid have been no place fur either James Dnane or John Jay in the 
Continental Congress of 1774 or in that similar Congress which succeeded 
it ; and without their assent and approval, corruptly secured, in every In- 
stance except one, the members of the Delegation to the first-named of 
those Congresses, if not those to both, had lived in fretfkil obecurlty, and 
have died as their respective anceston had died, " unwept, unbonored, and 
** unsung. * ' There was a fitness, therefore, In the alarm of these Working, 
men of the City of New Yoric, because of the contemptuous disregard 
of their political Rights, by those, of the Provincial Congress, who were 
only the creatures of their plebeian will and the administrators of their 
inherent authority. Tlie Address of the Society, which those working- 
men subAcquently presented to the Provincial Cougress, on that subject, 
a miuiter-piore of political reasoning, has beon preserved in the archives 
of the State, and will be referred to hereafter. 
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" Liberty," and from whom has proceeded that excel- 
lent body, still existing, which is distinguished by 
the title of " The General Society of Mechanics and 
"Tradesmen of the City of New York"— presented 
an Address to the Provincial Congress, on the subject 
of Independence. 

The signers of that Addreu, the first movement 
concerning Independence in the Provincial Congress, 
stated that they were devoted friends to their bleed- 
ing country; that they were afflicted by beholding 
her struggling under heavy loads of oppression and 
tyranny, and the more so, when they viewed the 
iron hand lifted up against her; that their Prince 
was deaf to PeWionn for interposing his Royal author- 
ity for redressing their grievances; that one year had 
not sufficed to satisfy the rage of a cruel Ministry, in 
their bloody pursuits designed to reduce them to be 
slaves taxed by them, without their consent; that, 
therefore, they rather wished to separate from, than 
to continue connected with, such oppressors; and 
they declared that if the Provincial Congress should 
think proper to instruct their Del^ates in the Con- 
tinental Congress to use their utmost endeavors, in 
that august assembly, to cause these United Colonies 
to become independent of Great Britain, it would 
give them the highest satisfaction ; and they sincerely 
promised to support the same with their lives and 
fortunes.^ 

A snow-storm in Summer would not have been 
more unwelcome to the cultivators of the soil, than 
that Address was to the Provincial Congress, since 
Independence and the much coveted Reconciliation 
with Great Britain were wholly irreconcilable ; and, 
without even the usual courtesy of a consideration of 
either the Address or the very important subject to 
which it related, by a Committee of the Congress — 
why should " the poor reptiles " who had written and 
presented such an Address receive such attention and 
enjoy such consideration as a reference of their 
Address and of their plea to a Committee of the 
Congress, would have indicated, although such a 
reference was usual and nothing more than respectful 
in matters of so much importance ? — an Answer was 
made by the President of the Congress, orally ; and 
a copy of it was evidently given to Lewis Thibou 
\_Louis Tieboutyf^ by whom the Address had been 
read, at the head of "a number of citizens who style 
'Hhemselves a 'Committee of Mechanics,'" before 
the Provincial Congress itself. 

As the ''oligarchy" which constituted that Con- 
gress had resorted to the extraordinary precaution of 
requiring the proposed Address to be delivered to it, 
for its "inspection," in order that that aristocratic 
body should " discover whether it is proper for this 
"Congress to receive the same" — the bearers of it, 
meanwhile, dancing an attendance, outside, before a 

1 Journal of the Provincial Congrea*^ "Die Martifl, 9 ho., A.M., June 4, 
" 1776." 



closed door — ^before it would permit the Mechanics to 
enter the Chamber in which it was sitting, to present 
their Address and to read it, there had been ample 
time to prepare the Answer, in season for the oral 
delivery of it, from the Chair; and there was one 
Deputy present, and only one, who was capable of 
writing that AnsweVy in the terms in which it was 
constituted.' 
That Answer was in these remarkable words : 

"In Provincial Congress, June 4, 1776. 
" Sir : 

" We consider the Mechanics in Union as a volun- 
"tary Association of a number of the inhabitants of 
"this City, who are warmly attached to the cause of 
" Liberty. We flatter ourselves, however, that neither 
"that Association nor their Committee will claim any 
"authority, whatsoever, in the public transactions of 
" the present times ; but that, on the contrary, they 
"will ever be ready to submit to that constitutional 
" authority which, by a free election, has been vested 
"in Congress and Committees. 

"This Congress is, at all times, ready and willing 
"to attend to every request of their constituents, or 
"of any part of them: we are of opinion that the 
"Continental Congress, alone, have that enlarged 
"view of our political circumstances which will ena- 
"ble them to decide upon those measures which are 
"necessary for the general welfare: we cannot pre- 
"sume, by any instructions, to make or declare any 
"Resolutions or Declarations, upon a so general and 
"momentous concern; but are determined patiently 
" to await and firmly to abide by whatever a majority 
" of that august body shall think needfuL We, there- 
"fore, cannot presume to instruct the Delegates of 
"this Colony, upon the momentous question to which 
"your Address refers, until we are informed that it is 
"brought before the Continental Congress and the 
"sense of this Colony be required through this Con- 
"gress."' 

To that contemptuous Answer, the Mechanics in 
Union, ten days afterwards, [Jane 14, 1776,] sent a 
second Address, in reply, in which, under cover of an 
inquiry concerning one of the Resolutions of the 
Provincial Congress relating to a proposed establish- 



s John Jay was not in his seat, in the Provincial CongresB, daring that 
entire day ; and, therefore, he had no hand in it. John Morin Scott wae 
preeent ; but no one wiil pretend that such a iturdy sycophant of the 
popular element as he, would have ventured to haw written such a paper, 
BO contemptuously disrespectful of that great class of generally unftun- 
chlsed Working-men. The President of the Congress, General WoodhuU, 
of Suffolk, was not handy with the pen; and he posMSsed no snch ani- 
mosity against *' the lower classes,** as is seen in this/lnnMr. It remained, 
therefore, to the high toned, "well bom" Deputy from Westchester* 
county, Gouverneur Morris -the same who had stood in the window of 
the CoflTee-house, on the nineteenth of May, 1774, and, thence, had stud- 
ied the rising power of the democracy, whom he loathed *— to write the 
Answer of the Congress ; and it was, unquestionably, he who did it. 

* Journal of the Provincial Congreae, **Die Blartis, 9 ho., A.M., June 4, 
" 1776." 

* Vide page 12, ante. 
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ment of a new form of Gbyernment, but in words and 
in terms which entitled the Artisan -author of it to the 
highest honors, the generally unfranchised Working- 
men of the City of New York manfully declared their 
Bights, as a portion of that body of the People, 
throughout the Colony, in whom, they considered, 
were vested the original power and the source of all 
political authority, within the Colony ; denounced the 
assumption, by either of the Congresses or any of the 
Committees, of an authority over and beyond that 
which had been delegated to them, as illegal and de- 
structive of the ends sought to be secured by the 
creation of those several bodies; and warning the 
Provincial Congress of the necessary consequences of 
such an usurpation. That Reply, most respectful in 
its tone while it was most overwhelming in its facts 
and in its argument, was evidently not permitted to 
be presented to the Provincial Congress; and, without 
the slightest notice on the official Journal of that 
body — ^probably, without the slightest official action 
by the Congress — ^it was buried in the files of that 
'^ oligarchic" body, to await a resurrection in these 
later days.^ 

On the following day, [June 5, 1776,] the Provincial 
Congress was pestered, again, with that obnoxious 
subject of Independence ; but, on that occasion, the 
aristocratic Colonial Convention of Virginia was the 
unwelcome claimant on its attention ; and, con- 
sequently, it was constrained to be more civil in its 
words and more respectful in its demeanor than it had 
been, on the day before, when the plebeian Working- 
men of the City in which it was seated had addressed 
it, respectfully, on the same subject. 

The message which the letter of Edmund Pendleton 
had conveyed to the Provincial Congress was the 
celebrated and well-known Resolutions of that Con- 
vention, adopted on the fifteenth of May preceding, 
through which the Delegation from Virginia, in the 
Continental Congress, was instructed ** to declare the 
" United Colonies free and independent States, ab- 
" solved from all allegiance to or dependence upon 
"the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain; and 
" that it give the assent of this Colony to such Decla- 
'* ration, and to whatever measures may be thought 
" proper and necessary, by the Congress, for forming 
** foreign alliances and a Confederation of the Colonies, 
** at such time and in the manner as to them shall seem 
" best ; Provided, That the power of forming (Jo ^ern- 

ment for and the regulation of the internal concerns 
of each Colony be left to the respective Colonial 
'' legislatures ; " * and the Provincial Congress ordered 

I This admlraUe Replg to the Antwer of the Provincial CkingreM, which 
was more especially devoted to the proposal of that body to impose a new 
form of Oovemment on the Colony or State, without having submitted 
it to the body of the People, for ratillcation or r^ection, was in these 
words: 

*«ee*«i«e«e 

* Journal of a Convention of Delegate from the Ckmntisi amd CorporaJUoM 
in the Colony of Vvrgmia, held at the Oapilol, i» the CUff of WiUkmubiurgh, 
*• Wednesday May 16, 1776." 
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" that John Jay and (Jouverneur Morris be a Commit- 
" tee to prepare a draft of an answer to it, and to 
"report the same"' — without the usual injunction, 
" with all convenient speed," however, since the Pro- 
vincial Congress was not in a hurry to consider the 
subject of Independence ; and it would not be so, at 
least until what it evidently preferred, the question of 
Reconciliation, should have been met and finally dis- 
posed of. 

On the afternoon of the day succeeding that on 
which the Resolutions from Virginia had been re- 
ceived, [June 6, 1776,] the Committee to whom those 
Resolutions had been referred, reported an answer to 
the letter of Edmund Pendleton which had covered 
them -an answer which was just as icy cold and for- 
mal as the Anew^ to " the Mechanics in Union," two 
days before, had been ; and which told, as distinctly 
as the other had told, how entirely obnoxious to the 
aristocratic leaders of the Rebellion, in New York, 
the proposition for Independence from Great Britain 
had been. It simply acknowledged the receipt of the 
Resolutions and that of the letter which had covered 
them, saying, also, that they had been communicated 
to the Provincial Congress, by whom *' they would be 
" considered with all the deliberation due to the im- 
" portance of the subject ; " that the Congress thanked 
the Convention of Virginia for its attention ; and that 
the latter was " assured that the Congress of this Col- 
'* ony will invariably adopt and pursue every measure 
" which may tend to promote the union and secure 
" the rights and happiness of the United Colonies." * 

Four days after the Resolutions of the Convention 



'Jovmal of the ProoUtctdl Oongreee, " Die Mercnrii, 9 ho., A.M., Jane 
••5, 1776." 

* Journal of the ProvtneUl Oongree$t ** Die Jovls, 9 ho., A.M., June 8, 
«1776." 

With this simple record of one of the coldest specimena of polite disa- 
greement with another, on record, before him, the reader will hardly be 
prepared to read what Bancroft haa written of the reception pf the Bes- 
olutions from Virginia and of John Jay^s treatment of them. His words 
were these : '* But early in June, the New York Ck>ngresB had to pass 
** upon the Virginia proposition of Independence. This was the moment 
** that showed the firmness and the parity of Jay : the darker the hour, 
"the more he stood ready to cheer; the greater the danger, the more 
" promptly he stepped forward to guide. He had insisted on the doubt- 
" ful measure of a second Petition to the King with no latent weakness of 
" purpose or cowardice of heart. The hope of obtaining redress had 
"gone; he oould, now, with perfect peace of mind, girefree scope to the 
" eamostneas of his conrictiona. Though it had been necessary for him 
"to perish as a martyr, he could not and he would not swerve from his 
" sense of duty.*'— (History of the United Btatee, original edition, rili., 489 ; 
the toMM, centenaxy edition, v., 305.) 

The entire reply to the Ck>nTention of Virginia, excluding the date and 
the signature, occupies twelve lines of a narrow column, including the 
half-lines of two paragraphs. All which it contained, concerning Inde- 
pendence, was a formal acknowledgment of the receipt of the letter and 
of the Resolutions, " which were immediately communicated to the Con- 
"gresi of this Colony, and will be considered by them with all the de- 
" liberation due to the importance of the sut^ect." Nothing more than 
that was said or done, on the subject of Independence, in connection with 
the Resolutions from Virginia, nor in connection with anything else, 
relative to that subject, until the Congress was crowded into a considera* 
tion of it, by an entirely different agency, several days afterwards. 

Yet this is "histoiy," as Bancroft understands the meaning of that 
term. 
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of Viiginia had been thus qaieted, IJune 10, 1776,] 
the Provincial Congress was further vexed, on the 
growing subject of Independence, by the receipt of 
the following brief note from those of the Delegates 
of the Colony who were, then, in Philadelphia: 
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"Philadelphia, June 8, 1776. 
Dear Sib : 

''Your Delegates, here, expect that the question of 

Independence will, very shortly, be agitated in 

Congress. Some of us consider ourselves as bound 

by our instructions not to vote on that question i 

and all of us wish to have your sentiments thereon. 

"The matter will admit of no delay; we have, 

therefore, sent an express who will wait your 

orders. 

" We are. Sir, with the greatest respect, 

"Your most obt. hum, servts. 

"William Floyd, 

" Henry Wisner, 

" RoBT. R. Livingston, 

"Frans. Lewis. 

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., Prest. 

"of the Hon. the Convention of New- York." * 

This letter was received, early in the morning, and 
the Provincial Congress, very leisurely, read it, in 
secret Session ; and, notwithstanding the urgency for 
speedy action which accompanied it, that was all 
which was done, concerning Independence, at that Ses- 
sion.^ Late in the afternoon, the Congress very lei- 
surely returned to the subject ; and, then, it indulged 
itself by hearing the reading of the letter, a second 
time ; by listening, while the Clerk read the powers 
of the Provincial Congress, which were very briefly 
presented in the Resolutions calling for the election 
of its members;' and by hearing the same stately 
official read the powers of the Delegates of the Colony 
in the Continental Congress,^ closing its desperate 

1 Jomriud of the Provmcial Oongret*^ ** Die Lann, ho., A.M., June 18, 
"1T76. ' 

•Ibid. 

*lt was stated In the Credentlali of the Deputies tnm Orange-coanty 
that the Besolotioos of the second Provincial OungresB, providing for the 
election of the third Provincial Congress and defining Its authority, were 
adopted on the twelfth of March preceding ; but there is no mention of 
the adoption of any Resolutions whatever, on that subject, on that or any 
other day, on the published JimnuA ofth» $econd Pnvimeial Oongreu. 

Again : we haw not found on that Journal^ any definition of the au- 
thority of the third of those Congresses— that authority which, in the 
text, the Secretary Is said to have read, on the afternoon of tho tenth of 
June— but the Credentials of the Deputies from Kings-county, compared 
with those of the Deputies from Orauge-county, indicate that the author* 
Ity sought to be delegated to that third Provincial Congress by its con- 
stituent Counties, under the Resolutions providing for their election, 
included ** flill powers, in behalf of the said County, to appoint Delegates 
"torepraaent the Colony in the Continental Congress, and to make such 
'* orders and take such measures as they shall Judge necessary, not repug- 
" nant to or inconsistent with any Rules or Orders of the Continental 
•* Congress, for the preservation of the Rights, Liberties and Privileges of 
** the inhabitants of this Colony." 

These, or their equivalents, were, undoubtedly, what the Secretary read 
to the Provincial Congress, as stated in the text. 

* **The powers of the Delegates at Continental Congress," which until 
it became convenient to refer to them in order to promote a selfish end. 
19 



effort to make haste slowly, in spending " some time, 
" in the consideration of the letter ** of the Delega- 
tion,^ without, however, taking any action whatever, 
on it or on the subject to which it referred. 

Nothing whatever was done by the Provincial Con- 
gress, concerning the letter of the Delegates nor con- 
cerning Independence, on the following morning, 
[June 11, 1776 ;]• but, during the afternoon of that 
day, with that peculiar disregard for those with whom 
he was associated which invariably distinguished 
John Jay from all others, that Deputy presented 
''several Resolutions on the subject of Independ- 
"ence," which were seconded by Colonel Henry 
Hemsen, of the City of New York, "again read by 
" paragraphs, amended, and agreed to, and are in the 
"words following, to wit:^ 

"Resolved, unanimously. That the good people 
"of this Colony have not, in the opinion of this 
"Congress, authorized this Congress or the Delegates 
''of this Colony in the Continental Congress to de- 
"clare this Colony to be and continue independent of 
" the Crown of Great Britain. 

"But whereas the perseverance of the British 
" King and Parliament, in an unjustifiable attempt to 
"subjugate and enslave these United Colonies, may 
" render a determination on that and many other im- 
" portant points highly necessary and expedient, and 
" a recurrence to the people at large, for their senti- 
" ments on every great question that may occur in 
"the course of the present contest would be very 
" inconvenient to them, and probably be attended 
" with danirerous delay : 

" Resolved, unanimously, therefore, That it be 
" and it is hereby earnestly recommended to all the 
" Freeholders and other Electors in this Colony, at 
" the ensuing Election to be held in pursuance of a 
" Resolution of the Congress of the thirty-first day of 
" May last past, not only to vest their Representa- 
"tives or Deputies with the powei« therein men- 
" tioned, but also with full power to deliberate and 
"determine on every question whatever that may 
" concern or affect the interest of this Colony, and to 
" conclude upon, ordain, and execute every act and 
"measure which, to them, shall appear conducive to 
" the happiness, security, and welfare of this Colony ; 
"and that they hold and exercise the said powers until 
" the second Tuesday of May next, or until a regular 
"form of Government for this Colony shall be estab- 



had remained unnoticed, were recited in their OredaMaU, in the followr 
ing few words :***** to meet the Delegates from the other Golp- 
" nles, and to concert and determine upon such measures aa shall he 
"judged most elfectual for the preservation and re-establish ment of 
" American rights and privileges, and for the restoration of harmony 
"between Great Britain and the Colonies," {Joumal of <Ae Prov^neita 
OotuemtUm " Die Sabbati, 11 hora, A.M., April 2S, 1776; Journal of Om 
Oonlktmial Cbn^rett, "Thursday, May 11, 1775.") 
* Journal of the ProvkiekU Vongnt$, " Monday, 6 P.M., June 10, 1776.*' 
*Jountal ofth$ Provincial Oongrtn, '* Tuesday morning, New- York, June 
••11, 1776." 
"tJourwdofOM Provincial Congrtn, "Tuesday, P.M., June 11, 1776." 
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" lishedy in case that event shall sooner take place. 
" And it is further recommended to the said Free- 
'" holders and Electors, by instructions or otherwise, 
'' to inform their said Deputies of their sentiments 
*' relative to the great question of Independency and 
*' such other points as they may think proper." ^ 

It needs very little of knowledge in the science of 
politics to distinguish, in these Resolutions, a pro- 
posal that those of the Colonists, in New York, who 
were not already proscribed and enslaved by the 
Resolutions of the Provincial Coi^ress adopted on 
the fifth of June, six days preceding the adoption of 
these Resolutions,' should debase themselves and 
voluntarily become unqualified serfs, before, and en- 
tirely subjiect to, as absolute and unbridled a despot- 
ism as ever existed ; and that knowledge will serve, 
alto, to distinguish the author and supporters of such 
Resolutions, notwithstanding the gauzy masks which 
ill-supported their shallow pretensions to personal 
and political integrity, as nothing else than monarch- 
ists of the most pronounced school of absolutism, 
provided, always, they should, themselves, be seated 
very near to the throne. There was an appendage to 
those Resolutions, which rendered the entire move- 
ment still more remarkable ; and the facts are not the 
less significant because those who have written of the 
Resolutions and of those who wrote them and pro- 
moted their passage through the Provincial Congress, 
have studiously concealed not only the license for a 
despotism which they contained, but, also, that secret 
appendage which made entirely inoperative all the 
provisions which they contained on the subject of the 
proposed Independence of the Colonies from the 
Mother Country. 

The controlling appendage, to which we allude and 
which has not been heretofore noticed by any histori- 
cal writer, was an Agreement which was made be- 
tween the members of the Provincial Congress who 
were then present, John Jay having been of the 
number and unquestionably the leader in the move- 
ment, " That the publishing of the aforegoing Resolves 



1 By Inuendo, If not directly, Bancroft, by making no mention of the 
letter of the Delegation of the Colony in the Continental CongresB, leadi 
hlfl readers to suppoae that these Beaolutions were the outcome of the 
Bedolutions of the Conrention of Virginia, which had been dispoeed 
of, as we ha\e aeen, eeveral days previously and in a lesser number of 
words. 

The same writer 4e0cribe0 Uiese Besoludons, after the rhetorical flour- 
ish, concerning the author of them, which we have elsewhere quoted, 
as ** calling upon the Freeholders and Electors of the Colony to confer 
** on the neputies whom they were about to choose full powers of admin- 
'* istering Government, fhunlng a Constitution, and deciding the great 
**■ question of Independence,'* {Hutory of the UwUed Statett original edition. 
Till., 440; tha$am»f centennial edition, v., 305.) 

The venerable author saw nothing of that absolute despotism, involv- 
ing **evei7 question what«ver," civil or ecclesiastical or military, aifect- 
iiig qot only Individuals but the aggregate body of the inhabitants of the 
entire Colony, which those Resolutions clearly and definitely established; 
and his eyes saw nothing whatever of thAt Agreement which was appended 
to them, which entirely dispose of his rhetoric, and, as we shall present- 
ly see, present John Jay in a somewhat different light. 

s Vide pagee 167-171, ante. 



" be postponed until after the Election of Deputies 
"with powers to establish a new form of Govern- 
"ment"' — that is to say, they w6re not to be made 
known to the Freeholders and other voters, until after 
the Election at which the subject of the proposed 
Independence, was, by virtue of these Resolutions, to 
be submitted to the Electors, at the Polls, should 
have been held. 

A reference to the Resolutions will show to the 
reader that, although the question of Independence 
formed the basis as well as the top-stone of the struc- 
ture, they were so contrived that, notwithstanding 
that question seemed to have been submitted to the 
judgment of the Electors, at the Polls, that grave sub- 
ject was really made dependent, among the various 
other matters of government of which the Electors 
were audaciously asked to divest themselves, on the 
unrestrained, despotic will of the Provincial Congress 
itself; and, at the same time, the entire subject was 
made " a rider," as parliamentarians call such motions, 
which was to be " saddled " on an Order which had 
been already made, for an Election, and for an entirely 
different purpose. All these, because they were open 
and intelligible to every sensible Elector, were well 
enough; and every such Elector, under the closing 
paragraph of the last Resolution, might be reason- 
ably expected, " by instructions or otherwise, to in- 
*' form his Deputy of his sentiments relative to the 
** great question of Independency and such other 
** points HS he might think proper," the aggregate of 
which " instructions " might be regarded as a reason- 
able indication of the will of those who had given 
them, on the great questions of a new form of Grov- 
erument and of Independence, without, however, 
possessing any controlling power over the oligarchic 
Provincial Congress, who might, nevertheless, regard 
or disregard that expressed will of its constituents 
whenever and to whatever extent it own unrestrained 
will should determine, the Resolutions themselves, 
meanwhile, affording a license to those Delegates who 
remained in the Continental Congress, to continue to 
withhold the assent of the Colony of New York to 
whatever action should be taken, relative to Inde- 
pendence, in that body. We say, all these were well 
enough, because they were open and intelligible ; and 
if the question of Independence had been, thereby, 
submitted, even indirectly and insufficiently, to the 
arbitrament of the Electors, there would have been an 
appearance, at least, of fairness and consistency ; but 
John Jay had no such intention — ^he aimed, mainly, to 
hoodwink those, in the Continental Congress, who were 
anxiously desiring the support of New York in their 
effort to crowd the question of Independence through 
that body, by a seeming fairness on that subject; 
while, at the same time, by a secret Agreement (an 
action, by a parliamentary body, which was unknown 
to parliamentary law, and without a precedent,) all 



^Journalofthe Provincial (Jongreu, "Tuesday, P.M., June 11, 177ff.** 
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that he and the Provincial Congress had done or pre- 
tended to have don^, thereon, was made inoperative, 
by withholding from the Electors, until after the 
Election at which the Besolutions were ordered to 
be submitted to the judgment of those Electom, all 
knowledge of the existence of any such Resolutions I 

If the Provincial Congress possessed no authority, 
legal or revolutionary, " to declare this Colony to be 
'' and continue independent of the Crown of Great 
*' Britain,'' as both common sense and history, as well 
as the first of John Jay's series of enabling Resolu- 
tions, unquestionably determined, those enabling Res- 
olutions, carefully concealed and rendered entirely 
inoperative by the Agreement which was subsequently 
appended to them, assuredly did not supply nor pro- 
vide for a supply of that peculiar authority which 
John Jay and the Provincial Congress, then, regarded 
a^ necessary, for a warrant for such a declaration ; 
and, consequently, that Congress was, and would ne- 
cessarily continue to be, as it had previously beep, 
without the slightest authority, legal or revolution- 
ary, to take any action whatever, which tended to- 
ward a separation of the Colony from the Mother 
Country. The carefully concealed AgreemerU accom- 
plished the evident purposes of its treacherous au- 
thors, however; and the Delegation of the Colony in 
the Continental Congress, at the same time, was en- 
abled, by it, to make its opposition, in that body, to 
the Resolution and the Declaration of Independencef less 
offensive to the majority of that Congress and to the 
revolutionary elements throughout the Continent; 
but, notwithstanding these successes, those Resolu- 
tions, as well as the Agreement which was appended 
to them, were deceptive and fraudulent in their char- 
acter, and intended by their author and promoters 
for nothing else than for the advancement of decep- 
tive and fraudulent purposes. The reader will see, 
very soon, with what little respect the declaration 
which formed the basis of those Resolutions, as well 
as the Resolutions themselves, was regarded by the 
same John Jay and by nearly the same Provincial 
Congress — ^then as deficient in authority '' to declare 
'' this Colony to be and continue independent of the 
"Crown of Great Britain," as it had been, twenty- 
eight days previously — when, on the ninth of July 
succeeding, they actually did declare this Colony to be 
and continue independent of the Mother Country 
their acknowledged want of authority, from any 
source, to do any such action, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Were there any doubt, in any mind, concerning John 
Jay's entire capability of practising the most refined 
deceit and of being most unqualifiedly treacherous, 
whenever his own selfish or partisan purposes could be 
inost successfully promoted by deceit and treachery, 
such a doubt would be surely removed by a knowledge 
of that remarkable transaction — ^the adoption of a 
series of Resolutions, for the seeming promotion of a 
specific purpose, while, secretly, at the same time, he 



entered into an Agreement with other persons, by 
means of the provisions of which Agreement^ secretly 
executed, the Resolutions were made inoperative, and 
the seeming support which they appeared to extend 
to the question of Independence, at the same time, 
was converted into an illusion and a cheat — whiph we 
have described. John Jay and all those with whom 
he was associated, in the great political questions of 
that period, were aiming at something else than Inde- 
pendence, at something which was directly antagon- 
istic to Independence; and he and they felt at liber- 
ty, under the license of that unholy ambition which 
controlled them, to resort to and to employ whatever 
means, of whatever character, which would promote 
their controlling purpose of keeping the Colony of 
New York out of the current which was evidently 
setting toward Independence, and in a continued po- 
litical and commercial dependence on Great Britain. 
Whether others will justify either the fraud or those 
who perpetrated it, is a matter in which we have no 
concern. 

Having thus disposed of its unwelcome guest, the 
Provincial Congress appointed John Jay and '^ Col- 
" onel a Committee to draft an answer to the 

''letter of the Delegates in the Continental Congress," 
which had been the basis of all the proceedings which 
are now under consideration ; and it is probable that 
such an answer, conveying a copy of the ResoluMam^ 
but evidently not one of the Agreementy was sent lo 
the Delegates, on the afternoon of the day on which 
the Besolutions were adopted, although no mention 
was made of any such answer in the Journal of the 
Provincial (Jongress — the files of that body, however, 
contain a letter from the Delegates, dated on the sev- 
enteenth of June and addressed' to the President of 
the Provincial Congress, acknowledging the receipt 
of two letters, of difierent dates, in one of which " the 
'* sentiments of the Hon. the Convention relative to 
" the important subject on which we thought it our 
" duty to ask their opinion," had been transmitted, 
was duly acknowledged.^ 

No further action, of any kind, concerning Inde- 
pendence, was taken by the Provincial Congress ; and, 
guided by the restricted authority expressed on its 
OredenticUe and by the Besolutions which are now 
under consideration, without having been told of the 
treacherous Agreementy the Delegation in the Conti- 
nental Conflrress continued to withhold the assent of 
New York to the Resolution of Independence, adopted 
by that body, on the second of July, and to the 
Declaration which it approved, two days afterwards. 

During the very brief period of the existence of the 
third Provincial Congress, besides those general 
enactments in which its conservative farmers were 
more than ordinarily interested, Westchester- county 
was, sometimes, made the especial object of the 

1 Fnmdi ,Leutia, Robert B. LMnggUm, Joh» AUop, WUUam Floydy md 
Heitry Winter to Hon. NaUumiel WoodhMf PretidewtfetCf '* Philadblphia, 
"17 June, 1776." 
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attentions of that body. An instance of that class of 
special, doings may be seen in the Order which was 
made by the Provincial Congress, on the twenty-first 
of May, in these words : " Obdered, That Colonel 
'* Ritzema send such prudent Officer as he shall think 
'• proper, to Westchester- county, to apply to the 
'* Chairman of the County Committee and to the re- 
"spectiye Sub-committees, in that County, for such 
" good Arms, fit for soldiers' use, as they may have 
** collected by disarming disaffected persons, in that 
'* County ; and the respective Committees are hereby 
^'requested to deliver such of those Arms as are fit 
''for the Army, to such Officer, taking and preserving 
^* his receipts for the same : that the said Committees, 
''respectively, take care that all such Arms be 
" appraised, and an account of the value of each kept 
" agreeable to the directions heretofore given for that 
" purpose ; and such Officer as Colonel Ritzema shall 
" send to collect those Arms is hereby directed to de- 
" liver all such Arms as he shall so receive, to Colonel 
" Curtenius, that they may be repaired, where it may 
" be necessary." * 

It IS not now known how many Arms were thus trans- 
ferred to the Provincial Storekeeper ; nor from whom 
they had been impressed ; nor what disposition was 
subsequently made of them. But, because the Third 
Regiment of the New York Line in the Continental 
Army, which* was commanded by Colonel Ritzema, 
was one of those, under Greneral Alexander McDougal, 
who were engaged with the Royal Army, on Chatter- 
ton*s Hill, a few months afterwards, and because 
Colonel Ritzema's Regiment was undoubtedly sup- 
plied with Arms, as far as they went, from those 
which had been "impressed" in Westchester-county 
and were thus called in — although the Provincial 
Congress had disallowed the Resolution of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, under which these Arms had been 
forcibly taken from their respective owners, it will be 
seen that the Arms which had been thus seized were 
not returned to those from whom they had been taken — 
there was evidently a master-hand so skilfully direct- 
ing the progress of events that those Arms which had 
been thus violently and illegally and wrongly taken 
from the farmers of Westchester-county were taken 
back to that County, to be employed in the defense 
of it, against the assaults of the common enemy. 

On the twenty-ninth of May, Colonel Thomas 
Thomas informed the Provincial Congress that Elijah 
Hunter, who had been Second Lieutenant in Captain 
Mills's Company, from Bedford, during the Campaign 
of 1775," and who was a member of the County Com- 
mittee of 177^77/ representing that Town, was desir- 
ous of raising a Grenadier Company, to be attached 
to the Regiment of Westchester-county Militia, of 



1 Jawwd of au Piwvimeiai Om^reai, ** Die Slartis, 10 ho., A.M., May 21, 
" 1776." 

s Vide pages 100, 101, ante. 

s Memben of a Committee for Weetcheeter-coufUff^Uktorieal Manmeeripte^ 
etc.; Miecelkmecw Atperf, xxxviii., 309. 



which Thomas was the Colonel ; and it was intended 
that, of that Company, Elijah Hpnter should be the 
Captain ; * Richard Sackett, the First Lieutenant ; ^ 
Silas Miller, the Second Lieutenant ; ^ and Jeremiah 
Lounsberry the Ensign.' The Colonel also solicited 
Commissions for all these aspirants to official author- 
ity, although there was not the slightest pretense that 
a single Private had been enlisted ; and, of course, 
since a Thomas had made the request, the Commis- 
sions were "immediately issued to those gentlemen."* 

On the first of June 1776, the Continental Con- 
gress made a requisition for six thousand men from 
the Colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, and New York, " to be employed to reinforce 
" the Army in Canada and to keep up the communi- 
" cation with that Province ; " ^ on the third of June, 
a second requisition was made, by the same Congress, 
for thirteen thousand, eight hundred men from the 
Colonies of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, 
apd New Jersey, " to be employed to reinforce the 
"Army at New York;"* the eleven Battalions al- 
ready " raised and ordered to be raised for the protec- 
"tion of the four New England Colonies," were 
declared to be '* sufficient," for that purpose ; * and a 
third requisition was also made for ten thousand men 
from the Colonies of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
Maryland, " for a Flying Camp, to be immediately 
" established in the Middle Colonies." >* 

Of these several requisitions, one Battalion of seven 
hundred and fifty men was called from the Colony of 
New York, for the Canadian service ; " and for the 
reinforcement of the Army at New York, that Colony 
was required to furnish three thousand men.'' All 
were to be taken firom the Militia of the respective 
Colonies ; all were to be "engaged " only " to the first 
" day of December next, unless sooner discharged by 
" Congress ; " and the pay of the men was to commence 
on the days on which they respectively left their 
homes." 



^Eiyah Hunter was evidently an ambitions man. In addition to 
the Commiorion, referred to In tlie text, he managed, onf the twenty-first 
of November, 1770, to obtain the oommand of the Sixth Company of the 
Second, or Van Cortlandt's, Regiment uf the New Toik Line, in the 
Ck)ntinenUI Army of 1776-77, {HiUoriccU MatmecripU, etc.: MUilary Com- 
mtC(e«, XXV., 761 ;) and he retired from the service, fifteen days afterwards, 
(HMoriooi MommerifU^ etc: MUilary ObmrnOCse, xxv., 861, 864, xxxv., 
321 ;) contenting himself, thenceforth, as we shall see, hereafter, with 
hankering after authority to continue tlie persecution of his peacefiil 
neighbors, which Esekiel Hawley had previously failed to secure. ( Vide 
pagee 174-177, onto.) 

ft Of Richard Sackett, Silas Miller, and Jeremiah Lonnflbeny no other 
mention than this appears to have been made» on the militaiy records 
of the Golony or State. It is probable they were stars of the smallest 
magnitude. 

^Jimrwd of the Provbiekil Otmgreee, **INe Mercurii, 9 ha, A.M., Maj 
"29,1776." 

7 Journal of the OorUinenttd Oongreee, " Saturday, June 1, 1776." 

8 The Mm«, " Monday, June 3, 1776.'* 
»Ibid. 

w Ibid. 

^^ Journal of the CkmtiHental Oongreee^ "Saturday, June 1, 1776." 

i< The tame^ '* Monday, June 3, 1776." 

Ulbid. 
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Of the nine Provincial Brigadier-generals which 
these requisitions would bring into the service, one was 
assigned to the Colony of New York ; ^ and, as will be 
seen, hereafter, a lively canvass for the place was im- 
mediately commenced by John Morin Scott, of the 
City of New York, and by the President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, Brigadier-general Nathaniel Wood- 
hull, of Suffolk. 

These several requisitions, with an elaborate appeal 
from the President of the Continental Congress, were 
laid before the Provincial Congress of New York, on 
the morning of the seventh of June;' and on the 
afternoon of the same day, a Committee who had been 
appointed for the purpose, during the morning ses- 
sion, made a Beport, apportioning the requisitions 
which had been made by the Continental Congress 
on the Colony of New York, in due proportions, on 
the several Counties, the number apportioned to 
Westchester-county having been three hundred men.' 
On the following Sunday afternoon, the levies which 
had been made on Westchester and Orange- counties 
and Suffolk were ordered to constitute one Battalion ; 
and, for that Battalion, Westchester-county was 
ordered to appoint or nominate, one Colonel, four 
Captains, four First Lieutenants, and four Second 
Lieutenants.^ 

Although the Provincial Congress was " of opinion 
'' that the several levies," apportioned on the different 
Counties, '' consisting of volunteers, would be most 
" advancive of the public service, yet" it evidently 
knew that volunteers could not be had, even under 
such a stress of circumstances as then existed and in 
so ** glorious a cause ; '* and drafts from the respective 
Begiments, in each County, were also provided for, 
in instances where deficiencies should be found; and 
every possible measure was employed, to secure the 
armament and general equipment of the luen.^ 

Information had no sooner been received by the 
Provincial Congress of New York, that a Brigadier- 
general was to be appointed by that body, for the 
command of the four Battalions which were to be 
raiseii in New York, than it was announced *Uhe 
*' Congress conceived it necessary towards carrying 
"the several Resolutions and requisitions of the 
''Continental Congress into execution, to appoint a 
''Brigadier-general and a Major of Brigade of the 
"Militia of Westchester-county" — the Congress did 
not reveal in what that declared " necessity " existed, 
however; and as those offices had been created on 
the twenty-second of the preceding August' and had 
not been occupied, during the entire intervening per- 



1 Journal of the OonUttmtal Oongrttt, "Monday, Jane 3, 1776.** 
sjb«nMio/(A« ProvmeitU Oongm$, ** Friday morning, 9 ho., June 7, 
•'1776." 

* JoMmol «/ the iVovinoJai Oongr«f, ** IMe Veneris, 4 ho., P.M., June 7. 
"1776." 

* Journal of tk* Provincial OongreM, *' Snnday afternoon, June 9, 1776.*' 
»Ibid. 

* Vide page 102, ante. 



iod, while neither pay nor emoluments were derivable 
from them, it is very evident that that Brigadier- 
general and that Major of Brigade became a ** neces- 
"sity," very suddenly, and only when a contingent 
possibility appeared that they, if they were already 
in place, might receive the appointments to the new- 
created offices of the same respective ranks, in the 
Brigade of Militia which the Continental Congress 
had called into the service of the Continent, with the 
honors, the pay, the emoluments, and the increased 
social and political influences which they would cer- 
tainly ensure. Not a moment was lost, therefore — 
the Congress was not even permitted to refer the 
letter from the President of the Continental Congress 
and the exceedingly important enclosures which it 
covered, to a Committee, for consideration and report 
— ^when, with indecent haste, some ready made Cer- 
tificates which had evidently been kept on hand, 
ready for immediate use, whenever they should be 
needed, were laid before the Provincial Congress, 
showing that, in the opinion of the enlightened 
County Committee, in Westchester-county, Lewis 
Morris was just the man for a Brigadier-general's 
command, and that Lewis Morris, Junior, could not 
be excelled as a Major of Brigade. With such in- 
telligent judges of military matters and of the re- 
quirementB of those who were to command and handle 
large bodies of soldiers, as were seen in the rustic 
Committee of the County of Westchester, 1776-77, and 
with Gouverneur Morris, the step-brother and uncle 
of the two ambitious Westchesterians, present, and 
directing the work, how could the Provincial Con- 
gress do less than to elect them ? The record says, 
" the Congress conceive it necessary towards carrying 
" these Resolutions of the Continental Congress into 
"execution, to appoint a Brigadier-general and a 
"Major of Brigade of the Militia of Westchester- 
" county ; and Lewis Morris, Esqr., being thought the 
" most proper person for a Brigadier-general of the 
"Militia of that County,^ and having been recom- 
" mended by the County Committee, for that pur- 
" pose, and Lewis Morris, Junior, Esqr., having been 
" also formerly recommended by the said Committee 
" for an appointment, to be the Major of Brigade of 
" the Militia of that County ; 

"Resolved: That Lewis Morris, Esqr., be ap- 
" pointed Brigadier-general of the Militia of the 
"County of Westchester, and that Lewis Morris, 
" Junr., Esqr., be appointed Major of Brigade of ihe 
" Militia of the said County." 

The Secretaries were ordered to engross the Com- 
missions ; and that, properly attested, those Commis- 
sions be " sent to those gentlemen with all possible 



7 Aa the 3fiUHa BiB which the ProTlnctal Oongreai had adopted on the 
twenty-eeoond of Augoat, 1776, had maand ** the Militia of the Ooonties 
"of DncheM and Westchester" [into] "one other Brigade," it would 
■eem that DncheaB-county ovght to have heen conmilted, in this mat- 
ter; bat, rery evidently, it was not. 
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" despatch," ^ although the Offices were only those of 
the Militia, not in active service and, with a small ex- 
ception, not likely to be so. The ** despatch " was 
" necessary," however, since a ftill-fledged Brigadier- 
general would be a more imposing candidate, when 
the election should be held for the Brigadier-general 
of the four Battalions who had been called into the 
service of the Continent ; and it was not a character- 
istic of ihe Morris family to be backward when its own 
interests required attention and action, at the front. 
We shall see, hereafter, how well this well- laid 
scheme was counter-schemed by more astute aspirants; 
how General Lewis Morris reaped all his military 
honors, what there were of them, in the Militia of 
Westchester-county ;' and that Brigade-major Lewis 
Morris, Junior, secured all the laurels which he 
possessed, as an Aide of General Greene, a place for 
which he was indebted to the personal favor of that 
Officer. 

Two days after the unseemly movement of the 
Morrises, I June 9, 1776,] the Provincial Congress pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Brigadier-general for the 
command of the three thousand men who had been 
called from the Militia of New York, for the rein- 
forcement of the Continental Army, under General 
Washington, who was then in that Colony; but 
General Lewis Morris, notwithstanding his artful- 
ness — ^that species of " art " of which his step-brother, 
Gouvemeur, had written to Mr. Penn, in May, 
1774 — ^was not even mentioned — even Westchester- 
county indicated that he was not a favorite, beyond a 
known limit; and its Deputation in the Provincial 
Congress did not pander to his inordinate ambition. 
The canvass was, indeed, confined to two candidates, 
John Morin Scott, of the City of New York, one of 
that celebrated ** triumvirate " of the earlier periods 
of the Revolution and a lawyer of the highest stand- 
ing, and " General "» Nathaniel WoodhuU, of Sufiblk, 
a veteran of the French and Indian War, and, at the 
time now under notice, President of the Provincial 



1 Journal of ihe Provincidl Oongreu, " Friday morning, 9 ho., June 7, 

"1776." 

* Bolton said Lewis Morris was " a Brigadier-general in the Conti- 
** neutal Army;'* and in his arrangement of the words, if they mean 
anything, that he held that Office befora he was sent to the Continental 
Ck>ugreaB of 1776, {HMory of We$tcheater-eountif, original edition, ii., 312 ; 
the tame^ second edition, ii., 428 ; ) but we find no competent evidence of 
the truth of the former statement ; and evidence is not necessary to show 
the entire untruth of the latter. 

* Nathaniel WoodhuU appears to have been a Colonel of the Suffolk 
Militia, who was "recommended or nominated to our Deputies in Pro- 
"viucial Congress for a Brigadier-general," by the Committees of the 
western Towns in Suffolk, in a meeting held at Smithtown, on the sev- 
enth of September, 1775, {Historical Manueeriptty etc.: MOUary RetunUf 
zxvi., 216 ;) but a very careful examination of the JovmaU of the Pro- 
vincial Oongretf and of its OommiUee of Safety from that date until the 
earliest mention of him as a " Brigadier general " which we have seen, 
has failed to produce the slightest evidence of his election to that or 
any other military authority, beyond his Colonelcy. We incline to the 
opinion, therefore, that, although he commanded the Suffolk and Queens 
Militia, it was only as the senior Colonel, or Colonel-commandant; and 
that he wail only a "General," "by courtesy," am it was called. 



Congress. The canvass was evidently conducted, as 
we have already stated, with spirit; but the influence 
of the Counties of Westchester, New York, Tryon, 
Charlotte, and Albany, in behalf of Scott, was too 
great to be overcome by that of the Counties of 
Orange, Suffolk, Duchess, and Ulster, for WoodhuU, 
the Counties of Richmond, Kings, Queens, Cumber- 
land, and Gloucester having been absent; and the 
former was thus elected,^ admirably filling the political 
demand, but not, in the slightest degree, promising to 
make the Brigade efficient or useful, as soldiers — like 
other lawyers, some of them within our acquaintance, 
the uniform of a General was attractive to him; 
he secured an office of distinction ; and he continued 
to occupy it, until, on the establishment of the new 
form of Government, after having been defeated in 
his canvass for the office of Governor, he was trans- 
ferred into the more comfortable, if not the more 
profitable place, of Secretary of State, which he 
occupied until 1789, and was succeeded by his son, 
who held the place until 1798. 

On the following day, [June 10, 1776,] the Provin- 
cial Congress elected the Field-officers of the Regi- 
ment in which the levies from Westchester-county 
were to be enrolled ; and Samuel Drake, who was then 
commanding the skeleton Regiment of Westchester- 
county Minute-men, in the Continental Service,* was 
elected Colonel; John Hulbert, of Suffi>lk,* was 
elected Lieutenant-colonel ; Moses Hetfield, of Or- 
ange-county, was elected Major.^ The Line-officers 
of the Regiment and the other details of its organiza- 
tion of the Regiment will be noticed, hereafter. 

A matter of particular interest to the inhabitants of 
Westchester-county occurred during the session of 
the third Provincial Congress ; and it may properly be 
mentioned in this narrative. 

It will be remembered that, on the suggestion of 
General Lee, a Magazine of Provisions was ordered 
to be established, in Westchester-county; that the 
Delegates from that County were authorized to pur- 
chase, on the account of the Provincial Congress, the 
Pork and Beef which were desired ; that, subsequent- 
ly, Colonel Gilbert Drake, the Chairman of the 
County Committee and one of the Deputies from the 
County, so managed the affair that all the purchases 



4 Journal of the Provincial Oongretf "Sunday Homing, June 9, 1T76." 

•Vide pages 162-154, ante. 

«It isdoubtfal if he eTer Joined the Begiment, (OoUmd Hmry B. 149- 
mgston to the OommiUee of Arrangement, " Fishkill, 24 Norr., 1776 ;") 
and he resigned, on the ninth of December, 1776, {John BuXbert to the 
OommiUee of Arrangement, " FisH Kill, December 9, 1776.**) 

William Goforth, who had eerred honorably in Oanada, was elected 
to the Tacancy, (MimUee of the Oommittee of Arrangement, " Fishkill, 
"Jany 13, 1777;**) but, in February, he declined to continue in the 
place, (PhiUp Van OorUandt to the Oommittee of Arrcmgemenl, "Fishkill, 
"Feby. 25,1777.") 

7 Moece Hetfield was Oaptaln of the Company of Minute-men, at Go- 
shen, in. September, 1775 ; (HiOorioal Mannacripta, etc.: Military JMnmt, 
xxTi., 133 ;) in February, 1776, he was nominated as Fint Ifi^or of the 
Regiment of Goshen, {the same, xxvii., 77 ;) to which oflSce he was subse- 
quently appointed, {Uie eame, xxvii., 135.) 
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of Flour, Beefy and Pork, with all the goldeu oppor- 
tunities for personal profits which were thus afforded, 
were concentrated in his own hands ; that there were, 
consequently, rival purchasing Agents, by whom and 
by the shrewd farmers, the prices of those articles 
were so greatly advanced that the Committee of 
Safety was constrained to interfere ; and that, after 
the various buyers, on the account of the Congress, 
had thus secured their several harvests of the official 
plunder, the authority was suspended, the Magazine, 
very soon after, being declared unnecessary ; ^ and the 
provisions which had been bought, at high prices, 
were thrown on the market again, for such prices as, 
under such circumstances, could be obtained for 
them, from the Contractors and Commissaries of the 
Continental Army.' Under the Rules of the Provin- 
cial Congress, the accounts and the vouchers had to 
be audited, before the former could be closed ; and 
Colonel Gilbert Drake, who had endeavored to super- 
sede his associates, in making the necessary pur- 
chases, could not produce a sufficient amount of those 
vouchers to balance his accounts — he had received 
three thousand pounds, in money; fiHy pounds of 
that sum he could not account for; he was mean 
enough to hesitate, when the missing fifty pounds 
were officially called for, preferring, rather to go 
down to posterity, through all time, as a defaulter ; ' 
and the matter was laid before the Congress, to be 
patched up, in some way which would spare him 
from paying the one hundred and twenty -five dollars, 
which had disappeared, he did not know how. 

The subject was one of those which, by hook or by 
crook, the Secretaries of the Provincial Congress 
were apt to pass, without making an official record of 
them ; and we have found no mention of it, on the 
Journal of the Provincial Oonyretut, until a special 
Committee who had been previously appointed " to 
''take into consideration the case of Colonel Gilbert 
" Drake, relative to a loss of fifty pounds he sustained 
" in receiving and paying out the monies deposited in 
"his hands, for the purpose of purchasing and laying 
up in store a certain quantity of salted Pork, pur- 
suant to an Order of the late Provincial Congress," 
made its report, on the fifteenth of June. In that 
Report, the facts were duly recited, very much to the 
depreciation of the vindictive Colonel's manliness, 
although it recommended that he be allowed for his 
loss, and that he be also compensated '' for his other 
" services," the latter having been asked for, by no 
others of the Deputies who had also traversed the 
County and had made similar purchases and had been 
contented with what they had respectively made, in the 

1 vide pages 167-159, ante. 

* Journal of (he Provuwial Oongn$8t "Die Mercuril, 9 ho., A.M., Au- 
••guet 14,1778." 

'Gilbert Drake eeeined to care very little for the respect of poster- 
ity ; and his ill-eonduct io the management of his monetary dealings 
with others, after the establishment of the Peace, led the Grand Jury 
to indict him, on a charge of extortion, (Recordt of the Courts In man- 
uscript, County-clerk's office, at the White Plains.) 
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operations. The Congress declared, as its opinion, 
''that Colonel Gilbert Drake sustained a loss, which 
"accrued in receiving and paying out the public 
''money, in purchasing Pork, by order of the late 
"Provincial Congress," without, however, assuming 
the loss referred to; and then it voted the gallant 
Colonel, " the sum of seventy pounds, as a compensa- 
" tion for his services, expenses, and commissions, in 
" purchasing the said Pork, as aforesaid," and leaving 
him officially "whitewashed," with twenty pounds 
and what, besides, he had made in the operations, 
snugly secured in his pocket-book. It was proven, in 
that instance, that influence was u.^eful, even 
among " patriots ; " and the Chairman of Westchester- 
county's County Committee, in the same instance, 
found it well to have been a Drake.^ 

As we have already stated,^ the third Provincial 
Congress was alarmed by the entrance of General Howe 
into the harbor of New York, and precipitately dis- 
banded, without a formal adjournment, although it 
had previously provided for a reassembling of the 
Deputies, at the Court House, in the White Plains, on 
the following Tuesday, [July 2, 1776.] As it did not 
thus resume its work, it ceased to exist; and, whether 
for good or for evil, the third Provincial Congress and 
all which it did and all which it failed to do became 
subjects of history. 



The latter half of the year 1776 was one of the 
most eventful periods in the history of America, if 
not in that of the entire civilized world ; and in the 
great drama of political and military events, teeming 
with immediate interest and with ultimate import- 
ance, and occupying only that short half-year, 
Westchester-county, in New York, and those who 
were, then, within the limits of that ancient County — 
the peaceful and industrious farmers whose homes 
were there, as well those strangers, armed or unarmed, 
who had gone into the County, no matter lor what 
purpose — occupy places which were, then, as con- 
spicuous as,Httince the close of that period, they have 
been well-known, from one extreme of Chrisiendom 
to the other. 

On the second of July,* General Howe and the 
army which he commanded, whose entrance into the 
harbor of New York, a few days before, has been 
already noticed,^ occupied Staten-Island — Richmond- 
county — with the military and naval forces which he 
had brought from Halifax, say seven thousand, five 
hundred, and fifty -six, rank and file, including those 



*Jountdl of the ProvimsUd Omgre$$, "Die Sabhati, A.M., June 15 
'• 1776." 

fiVide page 162, ante. 

• General Howe's Olmrvatiom on a pamphlet eiUiUed Letters to a No- 
bleman, 47. 

See, also, General Howe to Lord George Germain^ " Statbn Island, 7th 
" July, 1776 ; " General Washington to the President of the Oontlneutal 
Congress, " New- York, July 3, 1776." 

^ Vide pages 163, 164, ante. 
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who were sick ; ^ and, as has been already stated, the 
inhabitants of that beautiful island, remembering the 
sentence of outlawry which had been pronounced 
against them, by the Provincial Congress, and the 
multiplied outrages to which they had been sub- 
jected, on warrants of the same body, by those who 
claimed to be the special defenders of the Bights of 
Man ; and being, also, relieved from apprehensions 
of a renewal of their sufferings, "testified their 
" loyalty by all the means in their power," furnishing 
the new-comers with "fresh Provisions, Carriages, 
"Horses, etc.,'" and meriting, from him, the high 
praise which General Howe awarded to them, in his 
despatches to the Home Government.' 

It is proper that we shall say, in this connection, 
that General Howe, on his arrival at Sandy-hook, on 
the twenty-fifth of June, had been met by Governor 
Trycm and many others, "fast friends to Govern- 
"ment," from whom he had received "the fullest 
" information of the state of the rebels," and of their 
situation and defences, in the City of New York and 
on Long Island. His inquiries, concerning the face 
of the country between Gravesend and Brooklyn and 
concerning the military works which had been thrown 
up, had afforded information which had been so 
entirely satisfactory that he had determined to land 
the Army, at Gravesend, immediately, and to move, 
from that base, without the slightest delay and with 
only the small effective force which was then under 
his command, on the insufficient works which, at that 
early day, had been constructed in Kings-county. 
For the prosecution of that purpose, two days after 
the arrival of the Fleet and the Army, at Sandy 
Hook, {July 1, 1776,] the former had been moved up 
to Gravesend-bay, now so universally known to New 
Yorkers as one of their Summer resorts, in order that 
the troops might be landed, at daybreak, on the 
following morning, \July 2, 1776,] and, thence, make 
the first movement in the Campaign, against the 
insignificant works and yet more insignificant force 
which, at that time, were clustered around Brooklyn.* 

1 General Howe^s ObserrotibiM, 46, 

* General Howe's ObtervaUont^ 60. 

8 General Howe to Lord George GerfnaiM^ " Statkm Ibland, 7tb July, 
"1776." General Howe's Obtervatioru, 60. 

4 General Waabin^n's means for obtaining intelligence were rery 
defective — bow sbould it have been otherwise, among tboee wbom tbe 
Provincial Congress had soured by the outrages inflicted on them or 
oti their neighbors and friends? He was not informed of the arrival 
of Generiil Howe, until three days after it bad occurred ; and then only 
through information received through a prisoner, whom the Schttyler, 
armed sloop, had captured. 

On the same day on which that intelligence was received by him, 
General Washlngion wrote to the Continental Congrees : *' I could wish 
** General Howe and his armament not to arrive yet, as not more than 
** a thousand Militia have come in, and our whole force, including the 
** troops at all the detached posts and on board the armed vessels, 
** which are comprehended in our RetunUt U but smnll and Incunslder- 
"able when compared with the extensive lines they are to defend and, 
" moet probably, the Army that he brings. I have no further intelli- 
**gence about him than what the Lieutenant" \Daviaon, of the armed 
**tHoop Schuyler] "mentions: but it Is extremely probable his accounts 
"and conjectures are true," (General Washington to the President of the 



It is not now known, if it was ever known, what the 
result of that early movement of the Royal Army 
would have been, had General Howe's purposes been 
duly executed ; but there can be little doubt that, ' 
with no more than the small force which was then 
under his command and with the reinforcements which 
an early success would have surely brought to him, 
from Richmond, Kings, and Queens-counties, the 
insufficiently armed and ill-appointed handiiil of 
half-hearted men whom General Washington com- 
manded or endeavored to command, would have been 
entirely overcome; and that, thereby, the physical 
strength of the Rebellion would have been surely 
broken.* But ** the bright designs " of Grod had been 
directed to an entirely different end; and the up- 
lifted hand of General Howe fell, harmlessly, with- 
out striking the meditated and well-aimed and 
powerful blow — during the night, after the Fleet had 
anchored in Gravesend-bay, and while the prepara- 
tions for landing the troops, at the approaching day- 
break, were in progress, and while the soldiery, 
smarting under the disgrace which had befallen it, at 
Boston, was eagerly preparing to recover its pro- 
fessional respectability, in an encounter, in the field, 
with those by whom it had been, there, humiliated, 
somebody, history does not say whom although intel- 
ligent conjecture undoubtedly supplies the informa- 
tion, approached the commanding General with 
"particular information of a strong pass, upon a 
" ridge of craggy heights, covered with wood, that lay 
** in the route the Army must take, only two miles 
" distant from the front of the enemy's encampment 
**and seven from Gravesend, which the rebels would 
" undoubtedly occupy before the King's troops could 

Oontinmtal Oongreu^ "New YoEX,27 June, 1776," poetteript dated ** June 
" 28th."] 

On tbe following day. General Washington wrote thus: "I suppose 
"the whole fleet will be in, within a day or two." [R aU arrived on 
that dag,'] ** I am hopefUl, before they are prepared to attack, that I 
"shall get some reinforcements. Be that a« it may, I nhall attempt 
" to make the best disposition I can of our troops, in order to g^ve theui 
"a proper reception, and prevent the ruin and destruction they are 
"meditating against us," {General Watihington to the Hwdent of the Con- 
tinental Ocmgrete," Nxw York, 20 June, 1776.") 

A few days after General Washington had thus conveyed the intel- 
ligence of the weakness of his command, to the Continental Congress, 
the Adjutant-general of the Army Is said to have written to a member 
of the same Congress, on the same subject, in theae words: "With an 
"Army of force, before, and a secret one, behind, we stand on a point 
" of land with six thousand old troops, if a year's service of about half 
" can entitle them to the name, and about fifteen hundred new levies, 
"of this Province, many disaifocted and more doubtful. In this situ- 
" atlon we are: every man In the Arny, from tbe General to the Prl- 
"vate, acquainted with our true situation, is exceedingly discouraged. 
"Had I known the true posture of affairs, no consideration would have 
"tempted me to have taken an active part of this scene ; and this sen- 
'*timent is universal," {Ae^jutant general Jot^h Reed "to a Member of 
« Congreu," "New York, July 4, 1776," quoted by Dr. Gordon, In his 
BMory of (he Riee, Progreu and E^tabliahment of (he Ind^endenee of the 
United States of America, Edition, London : 1788, ii., 278.) 

6 '* General Howe is sufDciently strong, considering the goodness of his 
** troops, to make a successful attempt upon the Americans : but being 
"in dally expectation of the reinforcements from Europe, he will un- 
"doubtedly remain inactive till their arrival," (Gordon's ^Mory, etr., 
London edition, 11, 278.) 
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"getap to it; and, from the minutest description, 
^'judging an attack upon this post, so strong by 
" nature and so near the front of the enemy's works, 
" to be too hazardous an attempt, before the arrival of 
"the troops with Commodore Hotham,"^ l/rom 
Europe,'] "daily expected," the General "declined 
" the undertaking ; " and, consequently, the day-break 
came and went without the promised debarkation of 
the Army ; the Fleet weighed its anchors, " passed the 
" Narrows," came too at the watering place, where it 
again cast its anchors ; the Army was landed on Staten 
Island, as already stated;' the first mistake of the 
Campaign was committed; the first disastrous delay 
was inaugurated ; General Washington and his feeble 
command were, for the time, spared; and the Re- 
bellion was not suppressed. With an abundant naval 
fon>.e under his command, General Howe commanded 
and controlled all the waters which were near him ; 
and Gravesend-bay need not have been regarded as 
the only base which he could have occupied — he 
could have turned the iiank of any or of all the lines, 
either of hills or of armed rebels, and have landed 
his command either in front or on the rear of either 
of the latter, as he should have determined ; and he 
could have led his abundantly supplied, admirably 
disciplined, and thoroughly willing command to an 
immediate and effectual success, had not his willing 
ears listened to those who inclined to Peace, and had 
not his sympathies controlled his judgment and over- 
come his sense of duty with the hope that the day of 
reconciliation-— of reconciliation to be secured through 
himself — was not yet passed. He hesitated ; and the 
golden opportunity passed away, never to be re- 
turned. 

On the same second of July, and while the Royal 
Army was thus occupying Staten Island, the Conti- 
nental Congress, at Philadelphia, was considering^the 
subject of Independence. 

* * * * * » 

It will be remembered by the leader that, in 1774, 
when the County of Westchester was invited, by the 
Committee of Fifty -one, in the City of New York, to 

lOommodon Hotham did not reach New York until the twelfth of 
Augnstf as will be wen, hereafter. 

*Oemer<d Hoto€ to Lord George GWrnain, "Statkn Island, 7th July, 
" 1776." 

See, also, [Captain Hairs] HMory of Oe doU War in America, 1., 174; 
Stedinan's Hittory of the American War, i., 190, 191. 

Stedman said, " the troops thus landed,'* [on Staten Itland,] " consisted 
*'of two Battalions of Light Infantry; two of Grenadiers; the Fourth, 
** Fifth, l^enth, Seventeenth, Twenty-second, Twenty-third, Twenty sev- 
'* enth, Thirty-fifth, Thirty-eighth, Fortieth, Forty-second, Forty-third, 
" Forty-fourth, Forty fifth. Forty-ninth, Fifry-second, Fifty-sixth, Sixty- 
*' third, and Sixty-fourth Regiments of Foot; parts of the Forty-sixth 
** and Serenty-first Beglments ; and the Seventeenth Begiment of Light 
** Dragoons. There were, besides, two Companies of Volunteers, raised 
" at New-York, consisting of one hundred men each. The total amount 
** was nine thousand men" — in which latter statement, in general terms, 
he is contradicted by General Howe, in his ObaervaUoMy {vide jki0v«, 191, 
192, ante.) although he gave the aggregate, including the Ofilcers and 
Staff, while General Howe included only " the Bank and File of his 
command. 
20 



unite with that Committee in sending a Delegation 
to the proposed Congress of the Continent which had 
been called for the purpose of securing a proper and 
united opposition to the measures of the Ministry 
and, as far as possible, a redress of the grievances of 
the Colonies, the great body of the fiarmers in that 
County disregarded that invitation; and that the 
very few who accepted it, either personally or by 
their local Committees, assembled at the Court-house, 
in the White Plains ; called one of the principal land- 
holders of the County, who was, also, at that time a 
Representative of the County in the General Assembly 
of the Colony, Frederic Phiiipse by name, to the 
Chair ; and signified the opposition to the measures 
of the Home Gt>verument, of, at least, those who were 
present, by authorizing the Delegation who had been 
elected to represent the City and County of New 
York, to represent, at the same time, the County ot 
Westchester, in that general assemblage of Delegates.' 

It will be remembered, also, that the General 
Assembly of the Colony, which was convened in 
January, 1775, although there was not, within it, a 
single ** friend of the Government," every member 
having been an avowed member of the party of the 
Opposition, had presented the lamentable spectacle 
of a great party divided into factions, each seeking to 
secure the same great result, but by distinct and 
radically different means. In the conflicts of factions, 
in that body, it will be ' remembered that no more 
consistent and no more steadfast 0{»ponents of the 
Home and Colonial Governments were seen than the 
two Representatives of the County of Westchester 
and the other two, who represented, respectively, the 
Manor of Cortlandt and the Borough Town of West- 
chester, although Frederic Phiiipse, representing the 
County, and Isaac Wilkins, representing the Borough, 
were of one faction, and John Thomas, also repre- 
senting the County, and Pierre Van Cortlandt, rep- 
resenting the Manor of Cortlandt, were of the other 
and opposing faction.^ 

At the adjournment of the House, in April, 1775, 
these four gentlemen appeared to have returned to 
their respective homes, and to have remained there, 
without immediately participating in the political 
events of the day, except in the instance of Frederic 
Phiiipse and Isaac Wilkins, who, eight days after the 
adjournment of the General Assembly, united in the 
Declaration and Protest against the assembling of the 
Provincial Convention for the sole purpose of electing 
Delegates to a second Congress of the Continent, 
which Declaration and Protest a large number of the 
inhabitants of the County of Westchester then signed 
and published.^ 

It will be remembered, also, that among the earliest 
of those whom the handful of office-seekers, in the 
interest of themselves and of the Rebellion, proscrib- 

3 Vide page 32, ante. 
* Vide pages 48, 49, ante, 
ft Vide pages 72-74, ante. 
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ed, because of his action in the General Assembly — 
notwithstanding it was in an earnest opposition to 
the Ministry and in an equally earnest support of the 
demands of the Colony for a redress of grievances — 
because of his Declaration and Protest at the White 
Plains, and, undoubtedly, because of his understood 
authorship of some political tracts which were 
obnoxious to the controling political faction, Isaac 
Wilkins was obliged to seek personal safety in 
flight — ^he left his family and his estate and found a 
refuge in London.' 

After having spent some months in retirement, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt resumed his place in the polit- 
ical turmoil of the period ; while Frederic Philipse 
and John Thomas, the former at Yonkers and the 
other in the Harrison Precinct, are not known to have 
taken any part whatever, in the partisan operations of 
that period. 

When the spirit of proscription was introduced into 
Westchester-county, destroying the peace which had 
previously prevailed among its rural inhabitants, 
Frederic Philipse was named among those who, with- 
out the slightest evidence of any wrong-doing, were 
to be arrested and dealt with.' He does not appear 
to have been disturbed, however, until the organiza- 
tion of the notorious '* Committee to Detect Conspira- 
''cie9,'*of which mention has been already made;' 
when, at the head of the List of Suspected Persons y 
in Westchester-oounty, who were designated as the 
victims of that American Inquisition, was placed the 
name of ** * Frederic Philipse x " — the asterisk 
before the name indicating that he was " to be Sum- 
" moned ; " and the cross which followed the name 
indicating that he was *' to be Arrested." * 

The Minutes of the Committee also indicate that on 
the twenty-seventh of June, 1776, an Order was made 
by that body, ''That Summonses issue against the 
''following persons as inimical to the Cause and 
"rights of America, returnable on Wednesday the 
" third day of July next at ten o'clock in the forenoon 
" of the same day, viz : Frederick Philipse and 
" Samuel Merritt, which said Summonses signed by 
" all the members present af' were delivered to the 
"Secretary with directions to deliver them to the 
*' messenger to be served." * 

The Summons thus issued was served on Frederic 
Philipse, at Philipsborough, the present City of 
Yonkers, on Saturday evening, the twenty-ninth of 
June ; and, on the following Tuesday, [July 2, 1776,] 
he made the following reply to the Committee : 



1 Vide page 78, ante. 

s UU of We$tchMUr Gmnty IbriM: HiMLoricdL MomucHpte, etc ; Mm- 
eeUanwu* Pa.p«r$^ xxxir., 193. 

>Vide pages 168-171, ante. 

* MimU*$ of the OomrniUee to Detect ObiMptmctM, "Die Sabbati, 12 ho., 
"June 15, 1776:" Hittorical JfamMcr<p(«, etc., Mitcdkmeout P^pen, 
xxxiy., 307, and xxx., 166. 

^ Mimae$ of Of CommUUe to Detect Cowpiraciee, "Thiinday, A.M., 
** Jane 27, 1776 : " Hietorical Mantucriptt, etc., MucOlaneotu Paper$, 
xxxT., 485. 



" Philipsborough, July 2, 1776. 

'* GENTLEMEy : 

" I was served on Saturday evening last with a 
" paper signed by you, in which you suggest that 
" you are authorized by the Congress to summon cer- 
" tain persons to appear before you, whose conduct 
" had been represented as inimical to the rights of 
" America, of which number you say I am one. 

" Who it is that has made such a representation or 
" upon what particular facts it is founded, as you have 
" not stated them, it is impossible for me to imagine ; 
" but, considering my situation and the near and 
" intimate ties and connexions which I have in this 
"country,* which can be secured and rendered 

* Frederic Phllipee was a native of the Oolonj ; and the fiuntly had 
been well known reoidentB of New Yoric for more than a century pre- 
ceding the date of this letter, and was connected, by marriage, with the 
other leading families of America— eren George Washington had not 
scrupled to seek an alliance with It, if tradition speaks truly. 

The well-known Bev. Timothy Dwight, 8. T. D., Preoldent of Yale- 
college, writing of Yonkers, in the Autumn of 1811, said, *'it is remark- 
" able for nothing, except having been the residence of the family of 
" Philipse, one of the most dlstingnlsed of those which camc^ as Colonists, 
**from the United Netherlands. Colonel Philipse, the last branch 
** reddent in this country, I knew well. He was a worthy and re- 
'* spectable man, not often excelled in perwnal and domestic amtablo- 
*' ness. Mrs. Philipse was an excellent woman ; and tlie children, the 
"eldest of whom was about seventeen, gave every promise of treading 
" in the same steps," (IVtireb, in Nev Engkmd and New York, ill., 
" 442. 443.) 

Mr. Bolton (IKilofy of Weeteheater-eountf, Second Edition, i., 63^) quot- 
ing fh>m an original manuscript, in the handwriting of John Jay, said 
that that most zealous and most malignant of all Mr. Philipse^s perse- 
cutors, said of him, probably in the later years of the life of the writer, 
'* He was a well-tompered, amiable man ; and a kind, benevolent land- 
" lord. He had a taste for gardening, planting, Ac., and employed 
*' much time and money in that way. * * * At the commencement 
** of our Revolution, he, Frederick Philipse, wss inclined to the Whigs, 
" but was afterwards permaded to favor the Tories.* He was removed 
** to Connecticut, on his parole. Nothing oould have been more fkvor- 
**able to him, circumstanced as he then was^ than to be placed in such 
" a state of tranquil neutrality. On a certain occasion, he obtained per- 
" mission to go to New York, while In possession of the enemy. On 
** being afterwards required to return, he very improperly and unwisely 
** yielded to the importunitiee of certain of his fHends, and refused to 
" return. His estate was confiscated." 

Sabine, notwitlistanding his notorious bitterness, repeated the stoiy of 
the moral worth of this unwieldy, blind man, who lived on his estate, 
taking no part whatever in the partisan movements of the period. 
(LoyaUet* of the American Revolmtum, original edition, 637, 538 ; revised 
edition, 11., 186, 187.) 

Thd persecution of Frederic Philipse and the robbery of his ftjnily, 
maluly through the two Jays, is a 8ul:Ject which some one will, here- 
after, be very likely to examiue and expose, in all its native ugliness, to 
the censure of the world. 



* No one know lietter than John Jay that there wss another canse 
than that named, which led Frederic Philipse to dissent firom the doings 
of John Jay, James Duane, Govemenr Morris, H al. Frederic Philipse 
continued to be a member of the Colonial party of the Opposition, in New 
York, until, by the advice of the Committee of which John Jay was 
one of the master spirits and the Chairman, he was seized by the military 
power and sent into exile ; and the scheme and trick by means of which 
those exiles who had been allowed to go into New York, did not receive 
the notices which Governor Trumbull sent for their return, affording 
a pretext for the sequestration of their large estates, was not a secret to 
those who were, then^ in the ring of ** patriotic " money-seekers, nor is 
it a secret to us, now. 

Common respect for the truth should have led John Jay to have told 
the whole of the story concerning Frederic Philipse's visit to New York 
and his stay there, or to have said nothing concerulng it. 
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" happy to me only by the real and permanent pros- 
*' perity of America, I should have hoped that suspi- 
"cions of this harsh nature would not be easily 
" harboured. However, as they have been thought of 
'* weight sufficient to attract the notice of the Congress, 
" I can only observe that, conscious of the upright- 
'^ness of my intentions and the integrity of my con- 
** duct, I would most readily comply with your Sum- 
''mons, but the situation of my health is such as 
" would render it verv unadvisable for me to take a 
''journey to New York, at this time. I have had the 
" misfortune, Gentlemen, of being deprived, totally, 
" of the sight of my left eye; and the other is so 
'* much affected and inflamed as to make me very 
" cautious how I expose it, for fear of a total loss of 

sight This being my real situation, I must request 

the favour of you to excuse my attendance, to- 
** morrow ; but you may rest assured. Gentlemen, that 
" I shall punctually attend, as soon as I can, con- 
'' sistent with my health ; flattering myself, in the 
"meantime, that, upon further consideration, you 
*' will think that my being a friend to the rights 
''and interests of my native country is a fact so 
" strongly implied as to require no evidence on my 
" part to prove it, until something more substantial 

than mere suspicion or vague surmises are proved 

to the contrary. 

" I am. Gentlemen, your most obedient, humble 
" servant Frederick Philipse. 
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"To Leonard Gansevoort, Philip Livingston, 
** Thomas TRedwell, Lewis Graham, Gouv- 
"erneur Morris, Thomab Randall, Es- 
" quires." * 

As the Provincial Congress, as well as its Com- 
mittee to Detect Conspiracies, had hurriedly left the 
City of New York before the day appointed for the 
hearing of Frederic Philipse and Samuel Merritt ; * 
and as only one of the members of the Committee had 
lingered, after the Congress and the Committee had 
retired ; ' the proceedings against them, at that time, 
were evidently suspended — ^the suspension of the 
persecution of Mr. Philipse, however, was speedily 
followed by a similar proceeding, of which mention 
will be made, hereafter. 

The fourth Provincial Congress was directed to 
meet at the Court-house, iu the White Plains, on 



1 Force's American Archivetj Fourth Series, tI., 1216, 1216. 
s Vide pAfcee 164 171. ante. 

* Judge Jones, who was, also, one of those whom the Committee had 
summoned, related the fact that, on the thirtieth of June, Qovemeur 
Morris was the only member of the Ck>mmittee who had not left the 
City, iu the general panic. Hidory of New York during the JUrolu- 
tiomay War, il., 206.) 

In Tiow of Govemeur Morrises great anxiety to go into the City of New 
Tork, then a military poet of the Royal Troops, v^y soon afterwardn, it 
will hardly be necessary for us to inquire why he was the only member 
of the Provincial Congreos who voluntarily exposed himself to supposed 
danger from the approach of the Royal Army. 

* Jonmai of tMe (third) Proriitciiil Co ^grem, " Sunday afternoon, June 
•♦ 30, 1776." 



until the following day, Tuesday, the ninth of July, 
the Deputies from a minority of the Counties appeared, 
produced their Credentials, and organized the Con- 
gress. Oeneral Nathaniel WoodhuU was chosen for 
it« President; and John McKesson and Robert 
Benson, the Secretaries of the former Congresses, were 
continued in the same places, in this.^ 

There were only five Deputies present from the 
City of New York, although twenty-one had been 
elected ; but every member of the Deputation from 
Westchester-county — Colonel Lewis Graham, Colonel 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, Major Ebenezer Lockwood, 
William Paulding, Captain Jonathan Piatt, Samuel 
Haviland, Zebadiah Mills, Colonel Qilbert Drake, 
Jonathan G. Tompkins, General Lewis Morris, and 
Grouvemeur Morris — was present.* Of the latter 
Captain Piatt, Colonel Van Cortlandt, Zebadiah 
Mills, and General Lewis Morris were new members.^ 

After a letter from the Delegation of the Colony in 
the Continental Congress, bearing date the second of 
July, '' on the subject of Independence, and request- 
" ing instructions from this Congress,''^ had been read, 
a second letter from the Delegation, of a subsequent 
date, "enclosing the Declaration of Independence,** 
was also read, and referred to a Committee consisting 
of John Jay and Abraham Brasier, of the City of 
New York, Abraham Yates, Junior, of Albany-county, 
and John Sloss Hobart and William Smith, of 
Suffolk.' 

The Declaration which was thus referred, was a 
duly authenticated copy of A Declaration by the Bep- 
resentatives of the United States of America, in General 
Qmgress assembledy of which document mention has 
been already made; and, with its authentication, 
in extenso, it was entered at length on the Journal of 
the Congress}^ 

A very important letter, concerning prisoners of 
Monday, the eighth of July, 1776 ; ^ but it was not 

fi JoHmolo/ the ProHncitd CongreM^ " Tnesday, »th July, 1776." 
Very singularly, and without the slightest authority except that of 
J. Warren Tompkins, Bolton, (flistory of We$tche$ter-ooun^y original 
edition, ii., Zh9 ; the same, second edition, ii., 664,) considered the Con- 
g^rees which was assembled, at the White Plains, on the ninth of July, 
1776, as the same body as that which had been in session, in the City of 
New York, from the eighteenth of May until the thirtieth of June, p^e* 
ceding. In other words, both these learned historiana regarded the 
third and the fourth Provincial Congreosw as one and the same body. 

* Journal of the Provincial Oongreet, ** Tuesday, P.M., Whitk Plains,- 
" July 9, 1776." 

7 The Journal of the Congreee, July 9, placed Ck)lonel Van Gortlandt^s 
name at the head of the list of ** the new members present *' who 
" took the general oath of secrecy," although the Colonel had headed 
the Deputation from Westchestercounty, iu the third Provincial Con- 
gress, as will be scon by reference to the CredmtHah of that Delegation, 
in the Journal of that Congreu, "Die Sabbati, 10 ho., A.M., May 18, 
** 1776." 

The explanation of that apparent contradiction may be found iu tlie 
fact that that short lived third Provincial Congress was dissolved before 
Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt took his seat in it or w^ qualified to do sd, 
by his taking the oaths of the office of Deputy. 

8 George Clinlfm, Henry Wifner, John i4bnp, Wiltiam Floyd, and fVancte 
Leici$, to the Provincial Congren*, •* Philadklphia, Jrtly 2, 1776." 

*J(mmalo/ the Provincutl CongreM " Tuesdk]^, 9th July, IT76." 
w Ibid. 
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war and those who were, also, confined in the Jail, in 
the City of New York, for debt,* was received from 
General Washington, and referred to a special Com- 
mittee ; ' and after the transaction of some other busi- 
ness, the Congress adjourned until the afternoon. 

On the afternoon of the same day, \_Tuesday July 9, 
1776,] the Committee to whom had been referred the 
letter from the Delegation from the Colony in the 
Continental Congress and the Declaration which 
that letter had covered, made a Report, thereon, in 
the following words : 

"In Convention of the Representa- 

"TIVE8 OF THE STATE OF NeW YoRK,' 

" White Plains, July 9th, 1776. 

"Resolved, unanimously, That the reasons 
" assigned by the Continental Congress for declaring 
" the United Colonies free and independent States 
" are cogent and conclusive ; and that, while we 
"lament the cruel necessity which has rendered that 
"measure unavoidable, we approve the same and 
" will, at the risk of our lives and fortunes, join with 
"the other Colonies in supporting it. 

" Resolved, That a copy of the said Declaration 
" and the aforegoing Resolution be sent to the Chair- 
"man of the Committee of the County of Westches- 
" ter, with order to publish the same, with beat of 
" drum, at this place, on Thursday next," IJuly 11, 
1775] ; " and to give directions that it be published, 
" with all convenient speed, in the several Districts 
" within the said County ; and that copies thereof be 
"forthwith transmitted to the other County Com- 
" mittees within the State of New York, with orders to 
"cause the same to be published in the several 
" Districts of their respetive Counties. 

" Resolved, That five hundred copies of the 
''Declaration of Independence, with the two last men- 
"tioned Resolutions of this Congress for approving 
" and proclaiming the same, be published in hand- 
" bills and sent to all the County Committees in this 
" State. 



1 Joaeph Beed^ Adjutant-general (by the OeDeTftl'B order) to (he Pronw 
eial Oongreu, " Hea.dh)vabtbim, New-Yosk, Jnly 5th, 1776.*' 

* Journal o/'the Provincktl Oongreta, "Tuesday, 9th July, 1776." 

s In view of the fact that the body of which that Committee was a 
part and by whom it had been appointed and to whom it was to report, 
was, spedflrally, **a Prorincial Congress for the Province of New 
" York ; '* and because, at that time, there had been no change in the 
status of the Deputations composing the Congress, who represented 
nothing else than certain specified Counties, each Deputation represent- 
ing onlj' a single County ; and because, at that time, the Colony of New 
Yorls, oould not be possibly regarded as a " State," the caption of that 
Report displayed nothing of historical or legal precision, nothing of 
accuracy of statement, and nothing of good taste. 

The hand which wrote it could not be concealed ; and if the form of 
the writing answered the present purpose of the writer of it, in certify- 
ing his new-bom sseal for Independence to his astonhhed constituents, it 
would probably answer an equally good purpose in invalidating the in- 
strument of which it was the head, in case that " Beconciliatlou " for 
which the writer of the Report did not cease to hope and to pray and to 
labor, should be effected. 



" Resolved, That the Delegates of this State, in 
"Continental Congress, be and they are hereby 
" authorized to consent to and adopt all such mea- 
" sures as they may deem conducive to the happiness 
"and welfare of the United States of America." 

It is said that the Report which was thus made by 
the Committee was unanimously adopted by the 
Congress ; and, further, that an Order was made by 
the Congress directing that copies of the Resolutions 
which constituted the Report should be transmitted 
to the Continental Congress.* 

The reader need only to be reminded that the 
evident author and the known supporters of this series 
of Resolutions were the same author who, twenty- 
eight days previously, had written, and almost entire- 
ly the same individual Deputies who, at the same 
time, had voted, that the authority of "the good 
"people of this Colony" was, then, necessary to ena- 
ble the Provincial Congress or the Delegates of the 
Colony in the Continental Congress " to declare this 
"Colony to be and continue independent of the Crown 
" of Great Britain ; " that, in the absence of any such 
authority already delegated to themselves or to the 
Colony's Delegates in the Continental Congress, it 
was, at that time, considered proper and necessary to 
ask for authority to do so, if it should be subsequently 
considered expedient and proper to make such a 
declaration of Independence, in behalf of that " good 
" people " of whom they, then, acknowledged them- 
selves to have been only agents or deputies ; that, for 
reasons which will be remembered, no such authority, 
then nor subsequently, had been delegated to either 
themselves or to the Colony's Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress, by that "good people" whrse 
servants and representatives both they and the Dele- 
gates referred to acknowledged themselves to have 
been ; and that, on the later occasion, which is now 
under notice, themselves having been the witnesses, 
they were quite as much without authority, legal or 
revolutionary, "to declare this Colony to be and 
"continue independent of the Crown of Great 
"Britain," as they had been, on the former occasion, 
of which mention has been made. If it had been an 
act of usurpation to have declared the Independence 
of theC"lony, without the "consent" of the Colony, 
previously given, on the former occasion, how much 
less flagrant was the act, also without having obtain- 
ed that "consent," on the later occasion, which is now 
under consideration ? Were John Jay and those whom 



4 Journal of the Provineiai OongreM, " Tuesday, P.M., White Plaius, 
"July 9th, 1776." 

The Journal of the Continenial Omgreu, of Monday, the fifteenth of 
July, stated that a copy of the first, second, and fourth of these reiy im- 
portant Resolutions had been enclosed, with a number of other papers^ in a 
letter dated on the eleventh of that month, and sent to that Congress ; 
that the letter and the papers which were enclosed in it were reoelTed 
by the Continental Congress, on Monday, the fifteenth of July ; that the 
three Resolutions named were entered at length, on the Journal of that 
Congress; and that *' the letter, with the papers enclosed," was referred 
to the fioard of War. 
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he controlled really honest and sincere, when, on the 
eleventh of June, preceding, they made the confession 
of their legal incapacity to make such a declaration 
of Independence, unless with the previously-obtained 
"consent" of that ''good people" whose servants 
and deputies they then acknowledged themselves to 
have been ? If so, what possible ground is there for 
consistently regarding them as either honest or 
sincere, when, on the ninth of July, the occasion which 
is now under notice, while they were yet without that 
'' consent" of their principals and constituents which 
had been previously regarded as essential to ensure 
validity to any such action, they actually, on their 
own motion, made such a declaration ; severed the 
political connection which had previously existed 
between the Colony and Great Britain ; abrogated 
all the Laws under which the Colony had been pre- 
viously governed; deposed the previously existing 
Colonial Government; and usurped, to themselves, 
without the slightest limitation, the absolute and 
despotic control of every thing relating to the Civil, 
the Ecclesiastical, and the Military concerns of all who 
were within the Colony, not sparing even the con- 
sciences, the opinions, the properties, the liberties, or 
the lives of those who presumed to say to them, 
"What doest thou?" 

We shall see, hereafter, how much of honesty and 
integrity there were, in either of these, when the series 
of Resolutions, on the subject of the Colony's in- 
dependence, which is now under consideration, was 
written and adopted ; how little the writer of them 
honestly and sincerely regarded those Resolutions as 
being, really, what they appeared to have been ; and 
how little foundation in truth there is for the greater 
portion of what has been written concerning that 
writer and what he did, on the ninth of July, 1776. 

Having disposed of the subject of Independence in 
the curt and crispy Resolution which headed the series 
which was reported by the Committee, the Provin- 
cial Congress turned to other subjects of vastly less 
importance; and, two days afterwards, on Thurs- 
day, the eleventh of July, very probably, no record 
of the fact having been found, the publication of 
the Declaration was made, officially, at the White 
Plains, in conformity with the second Resolution of 
the series, on that subject, which had been adopted 
by the Congress.* 

The great importance of that Resolution which 
gave the sanction of the Colony of New York to the 
Resolution for Independence which the Congress of 
the Continent had adopted on the second of July, 

1 BoltOD stated, In hifl Hidorjf of Wettehetter'eounlify (oriipfDftl edition, 
H., 3fi9, 860; Ote same, eecond edition, 11., 564,) that, on the occasion 
referred to, *'the De<iaratim was read by John Thomas, Esq., and 
** seconded by Michael Varlan and Samnel Crawford, two prominent 
'- Whigs of Scarsdale." But he has giren no aothority for the statement ; 
and unless by ** John Thomas, Bsq./' the reader of the Deelaratkm on 
the occasion referred to, he meant the younger of the two who bore 
that name, we must be excused for doubting the accuracy of the state- 
ment. 



was seen in the immediate abrogation of all the forms 
of Law and Government which had previously been 
seen throughout the Colony, from the earlier period 
of the settlement by Europeans within its territory; 
and the substitution, in their stead, of nothing else 
than the government of unrestrained force, the Law of 
the stronger. A general Jail -deli very, in the City of 
New York, signalized the "new departure" — where 
there was no longer any Law, there could not be any 
breaches of the Law, either in the matter of pecuniary 
obligations or in that of any other obligation — and as 
every civil Commission was cancelled by that Resolu- 
tion of IndependeTice from the Crown of Great Britain, 
on the authority of which royal authority every such 
Commission was based, every Court of Justice was 
closed, every function of Government was paralyzed, 
and because no new form of local Government and 
no new system of Statutes had been provided to take 
the places of the others, which had been thus vio- 
lently set a^ide, there was nothing but confusion and 
uncertainty ; and had not the general conservatism of 
the Colonists prevailed and preserved the general 
peace, the advent of Independence, throughout the 
Colony of New York, would have been signalized by 
many a local scene of terrorism and of bloodshed. It 
was not so in the other Colonies ; and had not the 
master-spirits of the revolutionary faction, in New 
York, in the interest of Reconciliation, obstructed the 
work of creating a new form of Government, quite 
as effectively as, at the same time, they were creating 
a necessity for such a new system — ^at least for a Pro- 
visional Government, if not for a permanent one — 
New York might, also, have been fiilly prepared for 
the great changes, in all her governmental arrange- 
ments, which were thus crowded on her. A very 
competent writer, a witness of the great changes of 
which he wrote and of which we write, thus accu- 
rately and graphically described them : " The Deda- 
^* ration of Independence, published by Congress on 
"the fourth of July, 1776, was the first act that put 
" an end to the Courts of Law, to the Laws of the 
"land, and to the administration of Justice, under 
"the British Crown, within the thirteen Colonies. 
"The revolt was now complete. Upon this event, 
"the Law, the Courts, and Justice itself ceased: all 
"was anarchy: all was confusion. A usurped kind 
"of Gk>vemment took place: a medley of Military 
" Law, Convention Ordinances, Congress Recommen- 
"dations, and Committee Resolutions."' 

It is proper that we shall say, however, that, not- 
withstanding the Declaration of Independence was 
thus nominally accepted and approved, and notwith- 
standing New York was thus formally obligated to 
stand or fall with her sister States in the support and 
defense of the cause in which they were engaged. 
Independence had not been, as we have already seen, 
what the revolutionary faction of the great party of 



• Jones's HMmy of New York dwritig Otf Revolutionary Wnr, II., lift. 
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the Opposition, in New York, had desired and aimed 
for; nor, since it had been crowded through the Con- 
tinental Congress without the approval of the master- 
spirits of that revolutionary faction of the pany and 
in the face of the determined opposition of those who 
represented or who, in other Colonies, were affiliated 
with that faction, although the Declaration and Inde- 
pendence itself had been acquiesced in by the Pro- 
vincial Congreiis, did the same faction regard either 
with the slightest favor; nor, as the subsequent con- 
duct of its leading members, those of its number 
from whom the character and disposition of the 
whole may be fairly estimated, in postponing the 
establishment of a new form of Gk)vernment for the 
young State and leaving it during more than nine 
months without the slightest semblance of a Govern- 
ment of any kind, clearly indicated, did that remark- 
able faction, then, intend to respect either the Beso- 
hUion far Independence or the Declaration of it any 
longer than w mid be necessary to enable it to effect 
a reconciliation with Great Britain, and, thereby, to 
secure to that family of whom all the faction were 
either members or hungry followers, all those official 
places, within the Colony, which were then occupied 
by their hereditary rivals, and all that influence, for 
like purposes of aggrandizement, within other C lo- 
nies and within the Congress of the confederacy, to 
which that horde of miscellaneous office-seekers des- 
perately aspired, and to which, it was fondly con- 
sidered, it would become reasonably entitled. 

On the afternoon of the ninth of July, immediately 
after the Provincial Congress had adopted the Report 
of the Committee to whom the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence had been referred, and, thereby, as far as it 
could do so, had abrogated every Law and every 
Commission which had rested on the sovereignty of 
the King of Great Britain, with singular coolness but 
entirely consistent with the absolutism which had 
thus been inaugurated and with the disposition and 
desires of those who then controlled the Congress, 
the Sheriff of the several Counties were *' authorized 
*' and directed " \not by Law, hut only by the oligarchic 
will and the consequent ipse dixit of the CongresSy'] "to 
''retain and keep in their custody all prisoners, of 
'' whatever kind, which are or may be in their cus- 
''tody, until the further order of this Convention, 
''or until such of them as may be confined for 
" debt, on civil process, shall be released by the 
" Plaintiffs so brought against them ; '' ^ and thus pro- 
vision was made for the safekeeping not only of the 
victims of earlier lawlessness but of subsequent abso- 
lutism, the latter, by the terms of the Resolution, 
concentrated within the Provincial Congress itself.' 

1 Jowmal of IMe Provincial Congrtn, "Tuesdaj, P.M., Whitb Plaixb, 
"July 9th, 1776." 

> It is verj erident that Jamea De Laocey, the Sheriff of Westchester- 
county, or the Deputy who represented him, obeyed the Resolution of 
the Provincial Congress by holding in confinement, in the County Jail, 
those " Prisoners of State" who, for political reasons, had been or who 



Immediately after the provision of depositaries for 
the victims of its absolutism, as stated in the Redolu* 
tion above referred to, the Provincial Congress revived 
the notorious Committee to detect Conspiracies, which 
had ceased to exist by reason of the dissolution of the 
Congress who had created it;' united it to the 
Committee on Prisoners of War, which had been ap- 
pointed during the morning session; withdrew the 
authority to interfere with those who were suspected 
of disaffection, which had been vested in Greneral 
Washington, by the preceding Provincial Ccmgress, 
puring the panic occasioned by the arrival of the 
Royal Army ; ^ vested the consolidated Committee, 
thus created, with authority to " carry into execution 
" all such Resolves of the Continental Congress and 
" comply w^ith all such necessary requisitions of the 
*' General " [ WaBhington,'] " as require so much de- 
" spatch as to render an application to this Congress 
" impracticable or attended with dangerous delay ; " 
appointed John Sloss Hobart, of Suffolk, Gouverneur 
Morris and Colo a el' Lewis Graham, of Weetchester- 
county, Leonard Gansevoort, of Albany-county, and 
Thoma:) Randall and Colonel Henry Remsen, of the 
City of New York;, or any three of them, for such 
Committee ; " permitted '' the Committee " to proceed 
"ill the business under" [untof] "them committed, 
" in such a manner as to them shall appear to be most 
"agreeable to the dictates of justice and humanity 
" and most advancive of the public good : " * and so set 
in motion, again, that concealed instrumentality of 
despotism, which, under the same plea of " necessity," 
had stamped the records and the history of the third 
Provincial Congress with everlasting shame; and, in 
this later instancct with such an increase of authority 
as made it, practically, an absolute power which was 
greater in its ability to oppress the State than even 
the Provincial Congress itself.' 

^' '■ ■■■■ >— ■■■■^■■H Bill I m^m^^^^m^^^^ I i^h^-^M^aa^B^^^^a^^^^M^^K^^^^^^.^ 

were, subsequently, sent to him, {PaiUiou of Jotkua Pitrdff «md fomiieem 
othen, '* Whitk Plains Goal, August the 18th, 1776 ; '* PetUitm of Jona- 
tkoM Purdy, Junior, " White Plains Goal, August 30th, 1776 ; " PriUiou 
of Henry Ouue, ** WioHT Plains Goai^ August 30, 1776 ; *' etc) as well 
as those Prisoners of War who, also, were sent to him, for safe-keeping, 
{ExuminaUon$ of John Simpnon, Junws Auehmutff, and teven other§, P/itoitert 
of War, '• White Plains in Westchkstbb Oountt, July 6th, 1776, com- 
pared with the Petition of WUUam McDtrrmol, one of the number ; with 
the Ihirolea of James Awehnuity and John 8imp9on (xnd WSliam MaDermot, 
dated October 20, 1776 ; and with the Petition of John Simpmm^ WiUiam 
McDcrmol, WiUiam Elder, and Joseph WdOoomb^ *'Octr., 1776 ; *') the lat- 
ter of which Petitions is also interesting because of the information which 
it brings of the treatment of Prisoners of War, at the White Plains, by 
thoee who were in authority, under the " Convention of the Representa- 
•• tives of the State of New York ; *' etc. 

* Vide page 171, ante. 

* Jowmal of the Provincial Oongren, ** Snnday Afternoon, June 30th, 1776.^ 
^Journal of the ProvindtU Congreu, ** Tuesday, P.M., White Plains, 

"July 9th, 1776." 

* Although the Prorincial Gongre« was seated at a distance from 
the City of New York, this Committee preferred to bold its meetings 
in that City ; and, with the unlimited authority with which it was 
vested, with nothing to control its own estimate of a "necessity," and 
with the strong arm of the military power to support that estimate, that 
Committee was, in fact, an oligarchy of absolute power, pgasessing 
greater means for oppression and outrage than was held by the Provin- 
cial Congress which hud created it and by whoee warrant It acted. 
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On Wednesday, the tenth of July, the Provincial 
Congress " resolved and ordered that the stylo or 
*^ title of this Hou^ebe changed from * The Pboyin- 

" * CIAL CONQKESS OF THE COLONY OP NbW-YoEK*, 

" which it had previously borne, to that of ' The 
" * Convention of the Bepbesentatives op the 
" * State of New-York ; ' '* ^ and, thenceforth, there 
was no open pretension that the King of Great Britain' 
was the Sovereign of that portion of America or that 
those who were within the bounds of her territory owed 
the slightest allegiance to him or obedience to his 
commands. 

The fourth Provincial Congress, notwithstanding 
the momentous events which were evidently rapidly 
approaching, was immediately zealous in continuing 
the remarkable policy which had distinguished the 
preceding three of the series and which had served 
to keep alive and to intensify the feuds of former days, 
separating the Colonists into factions, bitterly antag- 
onistic in feelings and in actions, instead of seeking 
to conciliate those who differed ; to pacify those who 
were discontented ; to bring into harmony, the thoughts 
and opinions and desires which were discordant and 
jarring ; and to secure concert of action, for the pro- 
motion and support of '^ the common cause," among 
those who had previously differed only on the means 
which should be employed for the accomplishment of 
the common purpose. But the revival, with largely 
increased authority and without any diminution of 
malignancy, of the notorious political Inquisition — ^the 
Committee to detect Conspiracies — afforded abundant 
evidence of the purpose of the master-spirits of the 
new-formed Convention to keep apart those who 
might have been united, had a redress of grievances 
been the only purpose of the movements; and to 
drive over into the ranks of the Boyal Army or into 
the service of that Army, those who, under a more 
judicious policy, would not have become enemies, 
eager for retaliation, even if they had not become 
very active friends. The outlawry of Richmond and 
Queens-counties and the terrible outrages which had 
been inflicted on their peaceful inhabitants, under 
the authority or with the permission of the earlier 
Provincial Congresses, had already produced their 
legitimate results, in the eagerness with which the 
persecuted and outraged inhabitants of each of these 
Counties had accepted the protection of the Royal 
Army and taken up arms for retaliatory action ; ' and 



1 Journal of the Provincial Oongreia, " Wednesday morning, White 
"PLAiNg, July lOlh, 1776." 

Doctor 8|Mirlu erroneouBly stated, ( Writing$ of George Washington^ ill., 
470, note,) that tbat change In the title of the ProTlncial Congreas wae 
made on the ninth of Jaly, and cited the Manuacript Joumai of the Oon- 
ffreetf of the ninth of July, as his authority : we haye preferred to depend 
on the official copy of that Journal^ as it was printed by order of the 
Legislature, in 1842, which clearly indicates that the change was made 
on the following day. 

* John Adams was either a very poor Judge of human nature or a rery 
besotted and haughty aristocrat, regarding the masses as unworthy of 
his sympathy or respect, or both, when he wrote of these people, then 



nothing else than a continued and a more than ever 
before besotted haughtiness, utterly unmindful of the 
Rights of those who were assumed to be subject to 
their authority, and a continued and more than 
ever before mulish stubbornness, in their continued 
determination to reduce every one who opposed them, 
no matter how slightly, to an unconditional and abso- 
lute submission of thought, word, and deed, to their 
oligarchic authority, regardlessof any and every conse- 
quence to others or to the country at large — only such 
a haughtiness and such a stubbornness, indeed, as had 
characterized the Colonial policy and the administra- 
tion of Lord Bute and Lord North and Lord George 
Germaine and their Tory associates, in England; the 
same as those which had controlled the three Congresses 
which had preceded it, after the members of the first 
of them had been induced to wander into the green 
pastures of the revolutionary faction — could have 
induced the master-spirits of this new Provincial Con- 
gress, under the peculiar circumstances which had 
recently arisen, to disregard the significant teachings 
of their earlier policy, and to create disaffection and 
to raise up enemies when harmony and a concert of 
action, in the cause of their common country, had 
become so vitally necessary. In the prosecution of 
that ill-advised and injudicious, as well as barbarous, 
policy, it continued to make arrests of individuals 
whom somebody had denounced as " suspected ; ' and 
even individual members of the Convention, on their 
individual motions, without the slightest charge against 
their victims, ordered individuals into imprisonment/ 



bleeding from erary pore, from outrages inflicted on them by authority 
or with the permiasion of the Provinctal Oongreas, and rvjoicing that 
protection had been extended to them and to their property, by stran- 
gers, in such words as these : "The unprincipled and unfeeling and nn> 
"natural inhabitants of Staten-Ialandaro cordially receiving the enemy ; 
" and, deserten say, have engaged to take arms. They are an ignorant, 
"cowardly pack of sooundrols. Their nombera are small, and tlielr 
"spiritless.'' {Letter to Mn. Adame^ " PHiLXDKLPHrA, July 11, 1770.") 

Mr. Adams should have told Just what he would have done, had he 
and his family paMwd through such au ordeal of *- patriotism " as these 
islanders had susttined, and had ho, as they were, been without hope of 
relief from his own countrymen. The record of his Judgement would, 
then, have been complete. 

* See the instances of Christopher Templer, (Joumai of the Qmv^ti^n, 
"Die Lunn, 4 ho., P.M., July 22, 1776 ;'*) that of Bobert Sutton, {the 
aamet " Die Mercuril, 9 ho., A.M., July 24th, 177C ;") that of Nlcholss 
Gouwenhoven, {Journal of Ike Oommittee of Sc^fet^, " Tuesday afternoon 
" Augt. 27, 1776 ; **) and many others. 

4 See the instance of Henry Chase, "committed to the Jail at White 
" Plains, by an order from the Mi^or,*' IMqjor Webeter, Deputy from 
OAorloOe-cotui^.] yJovmaJL of the Oonvantion, " Die Jovis, 5 ho., P.M., 
"July 26, 1776.") 

This case of imprisonment of Heniy Chase very perfectly Ulostratod 
the despotic disposition and actions of those who were then in au- 
thority. 

On the twenty-fifth of July, the date of the entry of his anest on the 
Journai of the Ckmventkmy (he may have been arrested much earlier,) he 
petitioned the Convention that he was "confined in Goal upon snspision, 
" without money or friends," and begged that body would "bestow its 
" charity " upon him, {Petition of Henry Chaee and three othere^ " Whitb 
"Plains, July 25, 1776 : " Higtorioai Manuecriptt, etc. : PetiHone, zxxiii., 
162.) 

On the thirtieth of August, Chase again petitioned the Convention, 
as follows : 
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Arrests were thus made, very often, without the 
slightest reason, even from the standpoint of those ex- 
ercising the authority ; ' and even women, when they 

" Wight Plains Goal, Aaguiit 30, 1776. 

"Orntlimkn : My oonflnement la the Beaaou of my Petitioning to 

*' yon the Honorable Prorential Congreea, hopeing your Honours will be 

« pieafld to Take my Case into Consideration for the Comete of Safety '' 

[ike OmmtUM of Wedchulerctmnly] * Says that they have no Bight to 

**tr7 me 8o I leare my Case to your Honnours and Begg that yonr 

"Honnours would Conclder me for I have bin imprisoned a long time, 

*' and nothing Appeared against me, So I bogg that your Honnours 

** would consider me as Quick as Possible for I am a Poor man and itt Is 

*' a Great Dammage to me to Ly in Prison, so Gentlemen I Leare my 

** Case to your Honnours not Douting but your ¥risdoms Gentlemen will 

*' do me Jeatlce, the Broken Petition flrom me, 

**Hbkby Ghabb. 

** Postscript. Gkntlivkn I should be very glad if your Honnours 
* * would be so good as to send for me before your Honnour as Quick as 
" Possible and in so doing you will greatly me. 

"HlNRT CUASS." 

{Hidoriotd MvmiueripU, etc.: PetUiotu: xxxili., 100.) 
The County Committee had ofBclally Informed Chase, nine days pre- 
viously, that It had no Jurisdiction of his case, and directed him to the 
ConTention, (Wettckeder-couiUg Oommittee to Hewry Cktue^ "In Gom- 

•*MITTK« OF SaVSTY FOE THK OOUNTY OF WeSTCHESTES, WhITE PlAINB, 

"Aug. 21, 1776''— HMtoricai MamuaipU, etc.: PelUUnUy xzxiii, 102;) 
but no attention whatever was paid to the poor man's Petition, by 
either the Committee of Safety of the State or the Convention to whom 
it was addressed— he was only "a Poor man," one of the **poor rep- 
** tiles," of earlier "patriotism." 

On the thirteenth of September, the unfortunate prisoner again pre> 
sented a Petition for relief, In these words : 

" Wurrs Plains Goal, September IS, 1776. 

** Gentlemen of the Honorable Provbnsball Conorbss. 

** This my Humble Petition to Beg of yonr Honnours to send for me 

** that I may have my tryal for the County Commete and the Commete 

" of Safety says that they have no Bight to trj me and I have desird 

** them to send me to the Honnourable Provenshall Congress and they 

**tell me they Dare Not send me without orders from your Honnours 

" Gentlemen so I shall be very Glad if your Honnours will be Good 

" Enouf to send for me as soon as Possible, for I have bin In Prison 

" Going on Eight weeks and I cant support myself any Longer,* So 

"Gentlemen I Shall be very Glad if your Honnours would take my 

" case into Consideration if yonr Honnours Pleases so that I may be 

"clear^ or condem' So Gentlemen I leave my case to your Honnours 

" wise consideration not Itouttng but your Honnours will have compas- 

" slon on a Poor Prisoner. 

** Hbnry Chase.'* 

{Hittorical MaHtucripU, etc. : Prtitiont, xxxlll., 90.) 

To this second appeal, there does not appear to have been made the 
slighteBt answer, although It was received by the Convention, and •* read," 
{Jtmmal of the Oonvenlion^ Tuesday morning, Septr. 17, 1776 ;) and His 
tory Is silent concerning the remainder cf the victim's career. 

Those who shall desire to know who and what kind of a man it was 
who had thus possessed and exercised power enough to point his dirty 
finger at a man and cause him to be thus outrag d, without any remedy, 
may be gratified by turning to a PMitkm addressed to the Provincial Con- 
gress, on the fourth of May, 1776, by William Duer, subsequently well 
known, {Hutorieal MamueripU^ etc. ; BttUionSf xxxli., S6 ;) and to the 
Aceo^ of Moniett p^ by the lyeagurer for which no Aeeo^ ha$ been ren- 
dered by the pereont to whom they voere paid, reported by the Treasurer 
to the Convention, on the eighteenth of September, 1776. 

{Historical MannacripU^ etc. : JfucvOan^oiM Paper*, xxxvl., 257.) 

1 The instances of Christopher Templar, already referred to ; that of 
Bobert Sutton, (JohtnoI of the Oonvention, "Die Mercurll, 9 ho., A.M., 
"July 24, 1776 ; ") that of John Thomas, {the aame, "Die SabbatI, 9 ho., 
" A.M., July 27, 1776 ;" that of John Sutton, {the tame, '* Die Sabbati, 3 
"ho., P.M., July 27, 1776 ; ") and others. 



* The reader will remember that such prisoners as this, those thrust 
into confinement because it suited somebody to " suspect " them, were 
compelled to support theraaolvos, while in Jail, or to starve, unless some- 
body should charitably help them to food. 



refused to he made tools for their inquisitorial prac- 
tices, were ordered to be imprisoned ''until they 
''should make discovery or declaration aforesaid."* 
Arrests were made by military officers, even for al- 
lied civil offences;' and, of course, the arbitrary 
arrests of those who were obnoxious to members of 
the several County Committees were continued, with- 
out abatement^ — ^the Committee of the City of New 
York assumed authority to pass over the Hudson- 
river, into New Jersey; to arrest six persons, "in 
" Bergen Woods, near Bull's Ferry ; " and to bring its 
prisoners over the river, and imprison them in the 
Jail of the City.' Occasionally, food was provided 
for those who were thus seized and confined ; ' but 
such a favor was exceptional : in some instances, the 
expense of being confined was increased by official 
extras ; ^ but there was an instance, also, wherein a 
prisoner, arrested by order of the Commander-in- 
Chief, was liberated from confinement, by the Con- 
vention, and given the largest liberty, with no other 
condition than that of an elastic parole, only because 
of his " connection with a large family of well -attached, 
" warm Whigs," and because it would be " the most 
"politic course to do so;"' and a second instance, 
wherein " a person of equivocal character," in West- 
chester-county,' and whose name was included in the 
LUt of Suspected FerwM on which Frederic Philipse's 
name also appeared,'^ and who was ostentatiously sum- 
moned to appear before the notorious " Committee to 
" detect Conspiracies," of which his half-brother and 

* See the instance of Bliiabeth Hicks, of Bockaway, {Jomrmdl ^f tkt 
Convention, " Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., August 14, 1776.") 

s See the instanc^w of George Davy and William Tucker, arrested by 
Mqjor Graham, {Joumai of the Convention, ** Thnnday morning, July 
** 18, 1776 ; ") those arrested by Lieutenant Brett, {the sams, "Die Veoerli, 
" 4 ho., P.M., Septr. 27, 1776 ; ") etc. 

* The instances of William Sutton and his son, John Sutton, (the latter 
discharged by the Convention,) arrested by the Committee of Westches- 
ter-county, {JomnuU of the Convention, ** Die Jovis, 6 bo., P.M. July 25, 
" 1776,") and of Abraham C. Ouyler, John Duncan, Stephen De Lanoey, 
John Monier, and Benjamin Hilton, arrested and banished into Connec- 
ticut, by the Committee of Albany-county, {the eame, *" Die Mercurii, 9 
**ho., A.M., Attgt. 21. 1776,") are noteworthy. 

^John Berrian, Chairman, to the Convention, "ComciTTBB Chambbk, 
"Nbw-Tork, Augt. 2, 1776;" Jownal of the Convention, "Die Mer- 
" curii, 9 ho., A.M., Augt. 7. 1776." 

* The instances of Binier Van Housen and Henry Dawkins, In the 
Jail at the White Plains, {Jonmal of the Convention, *' Friday morning, 
"Augt 9, 1776,") may be noticed. 

7 William Sutton was arrested and confined id the Jail at the Plains, 
ftimlshlug his own food, as was usual ; but, soon after, he was banished 
to Philadelphia, and there confined, "subsisting himself," besides hav- 
ing been required to pay to Lieutenant Alexander Hunt, who conveyed 
him to Philadelphia, the expenses of his own Journey, the expenses of 
Hunt while thus engaged in escorting him, and twelve shillings per day 
to the latter, "for his trouble in the premises." {Journal of the Con- 
vention, "Die Sabbati, 3 ho., P.M., July 27, 1776.") 

B See the instance of Willett Taylor, who was thus favored, at the In- 
stance of General John Morin Scott, {JonmaJ of the Convention, " Tnos- 
" day morning, Augt. 13, 1776;" the eame, " Thursday, A.M. , August 
" 16, 1776 ; " GenfTol John Morin Scott to John McKeeean, " Nbw-Tork, 

" hora veep. 13th August, 1776 ; " the eame to , " Nfiw-Yonx, 

" Aug. 13, 1776.") 

^Minuies of the CommUtee to delect Oonepiracie*, "Thursday, A.M., 
"June 27, 1776." 

ViRiMorical Manif^ertpte, etc.: Miaceltnneovs l\tp«rs, xxxvl., 156. 
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another kinsman were leading members/ was made the 
"Judge of the High Court of Admiralty of this 
"State," only thirty-four days after he had been thus 
summoned to answer a charge of having been " sus- 
" pected/' and before he had answered to that Sum- 
mons ; * and a third instance, when a leading member 
of the Convention itself, because of his known incli- 
nations and because of his continued and fr^uent 
correspondence with his friends, in the City of New 
York an well as with those in Philadelphia, after both 
those Cities had been occupied by the Royal Army ; 
and because of his expressed desire to go into the City 
of New York, for the purpose of visiting those friends ; 
and because of his application for a flag, for the pur- 
pose of carrying those desires into effect; became gen- 
erally and very seriously " suspected," ' without hav- 
ing been officially disturbed, by any one — he was not 
one of those "poor vipers" of whom he had told, only 
a few months previously ; * nor did he come within 
the circle of those whom the dominant, aristocratic 
clique of that period was inclined to degrade to the 
level of the common people. There have been some, 
from that time until this, who have seen that, in the 
hands of such as then controlled the affairs of New 
York, the scales of justice were sadly tilted ; that there 
was one kind of justice for one class of the inhabit- 
ants and another kind of justice for another class ; 
that, in practice, the vaunted equality of all men was 
a fiction. 

It was a favorite practice to remove the victims of 
these arrests from the vicinage of the alleged offence ; 
and the Jail at Kingston was much employed,^ al- 
though Morristown, in New Jersey,* and Hartford, 
in Connecticut,^ and the City of Philadelphia,® and 



^Minvie$ of the Commitlee to detect Oorupiraeiea^ "Thursday, A.M., 
"June 27, 1776." 

s C!oinpare the record of the Summons of Richard Morris, in the preced- 
ing Note, vrlth that of his appointment, in the Journal of the Oonvenlion^ 
" Die Mercurii, 9 ho , A.M., July 31, 1776." 

9 Reference Is made, in this place, to GouTemeur Morris ; and those 
who shall incline to know more of the subjects referred to, are referred 
to Doctor Sparks*s Life of Chuvernew MorrU, i., 154-161, in which, not- 
withstanding the evident purpose of the kind-hearted biographer to say 
as little in disparagement of the aristocratic culprit as possible, the 
careful reader will perceive the unceasing hankerings of that distin- 
guished "patriot," for the fleshpottt of monarchy. 

4 Vide page 12, ante. 

&The instances of Bloomer Nelson, Samuel Haines, Joalah Disborry, 
and Jacob Schureman, residents of Westchester-county, {Jowmcd of the 
Convention, "Thursday morning, August 29, 1776;" Petition of John 
Bare, Bloomer Neelaon^ and others, " Kingston Goal, FebfJ 19««>, 1777 "— 
Histijrioal MJantucriptt : PetUiotUy xxxilt., 638 ; I'ietition of Bloomer Nelson 
atid three others^ " KiXGSTOM Goal, March 26, Vm—Hisloric(U Manu 
acripts^ etc.,: I^tUions, xxxlil., 610.) are sufficient for this purpose 
although there are numerous others. 

* Journal of the Omvention, " Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Augt 17, 1776 ;' 
the President of the Oonrenti'ni to Ae GommiUee of UUlercounttf, " In Con 

" VKNTION or TUK RRPRESBNTATIVES OF TUK 8tAT£ Oi' NkW YoKK 

"Harlem, Augt. 17, 1776 ;" etc. 

7 The instances of Abraham C. Cuyler, John Duncan, Stephen De 
Lancey, John Monier, and Benjamin Hilton, already referred to, will be 
remembered by the reader. 

8 It will be remembered that William Sutton of Mamaroneck was 
banished to Philadelphia. 
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" Others " of the neighbouring States," • — of course, 
the older-time repository of the victims of New York's 
" suspicion," at Litchfield, in Connecticut, was in- 
cluded ; *® — did not fail to receive their very welcome 
supply of well-to-do boarders. 

During the first three months of the existence of 
the Convention, there were thus lawlessly seized, of 
the residents of Westchester-county, William and 
John Sutton, of Mamaroneck ; " John Rogers, a ser- 
vant of Lewis Morris, of Morrisania ; ^' Joseph 
Reade, of Westchester ; " Isaac Underhill, of Yon- 
kers,^^ and Philip Palmer ^'^ and James Horton, 
Junior,^* besides a number of others the names of 
whom were not recorded on the Journal of the 
Convention^ 



BJowMoi of the Committee of Safety ^ ** Saturday morning, Norr. 9, 
« 1776," 

10 Journal of the Oonrention, « Die Jorta, 4 ho., P.M., July 18, 1776." 

11 Vide page 200, ante. 

u Jotirma of the Cbnoenljon, ** Wednesday morning, Augt 28, 1776 ; " 
the same, " Thursday morning, Augt. 29, 1776." 

i> The Affidavit on which Joseph Reade was ordered to be arrested is 
snch afringular production that we are induced to copy it. 

" Dutchess Goumtt, sb. Abraham W. D. Peyster, being sworn, depos- 
"eth and saith that, on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the fourth, 
"fifth, and sixth days of September instant, he was at New-Rochelle, in 
** the County of Westchester ; that on one of the above-named days, he 
" heard, (as far as be can at present recollect,) either Theodoslus Bartow, 
"of New-Uochelle aforesaid, or Anthony Abrahams, of the Town of 
" Westchester, in substance, say, in a conversation this Deponent had 
" wltli the one or the other of them, on the American contest, that Jo- 
" seph Reade, late of the City of New- York, Attorncy-at-Law, but^ at 
" present, as this Deponent underrtood, a resident in the Town of West- 
" cheater, was reputed a great Tory ; that the chief of his, the said Jo- 
"seph Reade's, conversation was of the Tory kind; and that he, the 
" said Joseph Reade, had reported that, in the late Battle on Long Is- 
"land, between the American Army and that of the King of Great 
" Britain, the Americans had lost either seven or fourteen thousand men. 
"(This Deponent cannot now recollect which of the two numbers was 
"mentioned, but rather thinks fourteen.) This Deponent further says, 
"that the amount of all he heard at New-Rochelle, at the time afore- 
"said, respecting Joseph Reade, was, that the said Joseph Reade was a 
"great Tory and very unfriendly to the American cause, and further 
" this Deponent saith not. 

"A. W. D. PXTSTKB. 

" Sworn before me, this 10th \ 
8«»pt., 1776. t 

" Asm. Yatks, Jume., President,," 

That Abraham W. De Peyster was an employe of the Contention, in 
its work of making arrests and conveying the victims into exile, as a 
copyist, etc. ; and he was evidently anxious for another Job, of the same 
class, when he volunteered this singular testimony. But the Committee 
of Safety disappointed his evident expectations, by transmitting the Affi- 
davit to the Committee of Westchester-county, " with a letter requesting 
"them to proceed thereon," {Joiti-»al of the (Jommittee of Safety ^ " Die 
"Martla, 8 ho., A.M., Septr. 10, 1776.»») 

14 Journal of the Committee of Safety, " Die Lunee, 9 ho., A.M., October 
"7, 1776.'* 

"Ibid. 

10 JourixU of the Convention, "Wednesday aftefnoon, July 17, 1776." 

17 " RrjtoLVBD : That General Morris be ordered immediately to appre- 
" hend and secure the persons ordered to be apprehended by this Con- 
" vention, yesterday, and that he be fiirnlshed with a list of those persons 
"names," {Jottrnal of the Convention, "Die Sabbati, 4 ho., P.M., Augt. 
*-10, 1776.") 

As no such Onler for the arrest of any one as is recited in the abovti 
Resolution appears in the published Joiirnai of the Convention of the pre- 
ceding day, it is evident that this is one of those instances of arbitrary 
lawlessness, familiar to despots, of which the records are buried ill 
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Those who were supposed to have been " disaf- 
"fected," whether they were really so or not, very 
much alarmed the Convention ; and the reports of 
the ill disposition of large portions of the inhabitants, 
in various parts of the State, were really and 
reasonably sufficient to create alarm, even among 
more resolute men than those of whom the Conven- 
tion was constituted. Those whom the Committees 
and the Congresses had persecuted and outraged and 
all whom their sufferings could influence, very 
naturally and very reasonably, were " disaffected," as 
the inhabitants of Staten-Island had been : many, 
great numbers, of those who had honestly and earnest- 
ly opposed the Home Grovemment and who had bold- 
ly demanded a redress of the Colonial grievances, 
were also "disaffected," when the fire-eaters* Beso- 
lution of Independence was forced on them, nolens 
volens, as Colonel James Holmes, of Bedford, — who 
had represented Westchester-county in the Provincial 
Convention which had sent the Delegation of the 
Colony to the second Continental Congress; who had 
represented the County in the First Provincial Con- 
gress ; and who had commanded, throughout the en- 
tire Campaign of 1775, the Regiment of Troops in 
which were the Companies from the same County — 
was '* disaffected," thereby. The greater number of 
those who had held places of honor and emolument, 
in the Colonial Government, notwithstanding it was 
politic to keep quiet, was also, more or less " disaf- 
"fected;" and the multitude, whose timidity would 
not permit them to entertain a thought that Indepen- 
dence would be worth what it would evidently cost to 
secure it, was not very loud-toned in its favor, even if 
it did not, very often, lean toward "disaffection." 
Lastly, the inhabitants of the State, very generally, 
anxious only to attend to their business and their 
farms, without the distress and misery which a Civil 
War would necessarily produce, and seeing no ad- 
vantage to themselves or to their families by the 
violent overthrow of one Government and the equally 
violent establishment of another Government— the 
great majority, by far the greater number, if not the 
almost entire body, of the farmers of Westchester- 
county, was of that class— preferred to remain as they 
had been, before they had been outraged by the new 
regime; and, therefore, were classed as "disaffected." 
There was reason, therefore, for the more tender 
anxiety of the Convention, composed of those who 
were cowards by instinct, since "its chickens had 
"come home, to roost;" and, as we shall see, its 
anxiety was not relieved by what it was subsequently 
required to experience. Governor Tryon was enlist- 
ing as many as he could entice into the service of the 
King, both in New York and in other States ; ^ and 



those who were " disaffected," in Westchester-coun- 
ty and elsewhere, were beginning to organize and to 
arm, for their own defence and, now and then, in 
support of the Royal cause.' The Troop of Horse, 
in Westchester-county, of whom mention has been 
made, when a quota of its members was ordered for 
the reinforcement of the Continental Army, at New 
York, early in July, 1776, had refused to comply 
with the Order;' the Regiment of Westchester Mili- 
tia, commanded by Colonel Joseph Drake, of New 
Rochelle, also declined to be submitted to a Draft, 
for the same purpose, later in July ;* it knew that 
very few of the Militia of that County could be ex- 
pected to enter the service, even for the protection of 
the County itself;^ and, on the earnest appeal of the 
friends of the Convention, in Salem and on Cort- 
landt^s Manor, for the protection of the small revo- 
lutionary factions, there, from the greater number of 
those who were regarded as "disaffected, in those 
"portions of the County,"* a special Company of thirty 
men, to be commanded by Captain Samuel Delavan, 
and in addition to the similar Company commanded 
by Captain Micah Townsend, previously organized,' 
was necessarily ordered to be enlisted and established, 
at the expense of the Stat«, for that particular ser- 
vice.* Even the authority of the Convention and thatof 
the Committee of Safety of the State were disregarded 
by Captain Varian, of Westchester-county ;• and there 



1 The Omvention ta the Continental (hngremy " In Convkntion of thk 

" REPRWKNTATIVM, etc., WllITB-PLAINg, WfiCTCHiaTER- COUNTY, Julj 

••11, 1776;" the Journal of the Contention, •' Friday moniing, Augt. 
•'9, 1776 ; " Report of Committee on a more ^ectual mode of detecting and 
defeating the detignt of the internal enemie$ of thi$ State— Journal of the 



Convention, •'Die Sabbatl, 4 ho., P.M., Sept 21, 1776;** and niaoy 
others. 

The inotance of William LonnBberry, who reftised to sairender and 
was killed, while four of his recniitB— Bloomer Nelson, Jacob Schnre- 
man, Samuel Haines, and Joseph Turner— were captured, is noteworthy. 
Both Lounsberry and his fourteen recruits were Westchester-county 
Loyalists ; and he and they were intercepted in Westcheeter-oounty, by a 
party of Westchester-county Militia, on the twenty-ninth of August, 
1776. (Jommalof the Convention, *• Thursday morning, Augt. 29, 1776 ;** 
Committee of Safety to General Waehtngton, ••In GoMMrrrM of Safkty, 
•• Hablkm, Augt. 30, 1776.") 

*The Committee of Safely to General Washington, '•Flbiikill, 10 Oo- 
••tober, 1776." 

A Corps of Wentchester county Refugees was subsequently raised, the 
Lieutenant-colonency of which was taken by the veteran, James Holmes, 
of Bedford, already mentioned, {A Short Account of the Descent and life 
of Jamee Holmee, Eeq., edit 1815, repriDtnl, in extento, in de Lancey's 
Note$ to Jones's History of New York during the Revolutionary War^ il., 
621.) Two Battalions of Loyalists were raised in Queens-county ; and 
in several of the other Counties, heavy enlistments were also made. 

* Journal of the Convention, ••Thursday afternoon, July 11, 1776;" the 
same, ''Die Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., July 26, 1776." 

*Colond Joseph Drake to General Lewis Morris, •'Nkw-Bochbi., 
•• July 24,1776 ;" Journal of the Convention, '• Die Mercuril, 9 ho., A.M., 
•'July 31, 1776;" Colonel Joseph Drake to the President of the Conven- 
tion, •' Nkw-Rochelli, 6th August, 1776 ; " Journal of the Convention, 
••Die Lunae, 9 ho., A.M., Augt. 5, 1776." 

^Information from General George Clinton to the Conrentian — Journal 
of the Convtvtion, ••Tuesday morning, Augt. 13, 1776.'* 

^Thaddiiu Onme to Mtyor Joseph Benedict, "Salbm, September 7, 
••1776;" Mqfor Joseph Benedict to Colonel Gilbert Drake, **Ck)RTLANDT 
••Manor, 18 September, 1776;" Journal of the Convention, ••DleSab- 
••bati, 9 ho., A.M., Septr. 21, 1776." 

7 Vide pages 172-174, ante. 

ijounudofthe Convention, ''Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Septr. 21, 1776." 

*Ck>mpare Jowmal of the Onnmiiiee of fvtfetff, •• Kings Bridgb, Augt 
•*30, 1776," with the Journal of the Convention, "Monday morning, Sep- 
•• lember 30, 1776." 
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was good reason for sapposing, it was said, that a 
correspondence was kept up between the Royal Army, 
on Long Island, and prominent inhabitants of that 
County, as far in the interior as the White Plains, as 
early as the close of August, in 1776.^ The inhabit- 
ants of Kings-county were said, early in August, to 
*' have determined not to oppose the enemy ;** and a 
Committee was appointed, with considerable ostenta- 
tion, to go to that County, and to " inquire concern- 
'*ing the authenticity of such report; and, in case 
" they find it well-founded, that they be empowered 
" to disarm and secure the disaffected inhabitants ; to 
" remove or destroy the stock of Grain ; and, if they 
"shall judge it necessary, to lay the whole County 
"wagfe; and, for the execution of these purposes, 
" they be directed to apply to General Greene, or the 
"Commander of the Continental Troops in that 
"County, for such assistance as they shall want;"' 
as if such a rash purpose would have been permitted 
to be carried into effect, under such peculiar circum- 
stances, while the entire military and naval power of 
the King, in that part of the Continent, was resting 
within a mile of the proscribed County, and eager 
for a fight. Duchess-county, also, asked for further 
protection from the aggressions of the " disaffected," 
as Westchester-county had done ;' and, notwithstand- 
ing two Companies had been already raised for that 
purpose and were then in service,^ a third Company 
was ordered to be added to the local force.* Like 
the Militia of Westchester-county, that of Duch- 
ess-county was exceedingly "disaffected,'' and 
would not be drafted;* and with the rashness and 
haughtiness of the despotism which it wielded, James 
Duane and John Jay being present, the Committee 
of Duchess-county, with its local military force, was 
directed to assist in enforcing the Order,^ as if one 
who was thus forcibly crowded into the Army, after 
the manner of the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel and 
the other Old World despots, would ever become a 
useful and effective soldier. The lower portions of 
Albany-county and the Manor of Livingston, also, 
asked for the enlistment and establishment of a local 
military force, for the only purpose of protecting the 
very few friends of the Convention who lived there, 
from the far greater number of the "disaffected*' who 
also lived there; ^ and the measure of the anxiety of 



^Journal of the OnnmUtee of Safety^ "Taeadiiy, A.M., Fiskill, Sep. 
"tember the 3rd, 1776;" the a>mmUte>e of Safety to the Chairman of 
the Committer of WeMtctiettler-county^ *'Fishkili:<, Septembers, 1776." 
^JoHmal of the Convention^ *'DIe Sabbftti, 4 ho., P.M., Augt. 10, 1776." 
*John Field and JontUhan Paddock to the President of the OonvefUion^ 
"DinrcHKsa, Southeast Prbcinct, 7th Oct.. 1776;" Journal of the Com- 
mittee of Sifety, •• Die Martis, 9 ho., A.M., Octr. 8, 1776." 
4 vide pagee 172, 173, ante. 

A Journal of the Committee, "Die Martis, Octo. 8th, P.M., 1776." 
Information given, personally, by Colonel Humphrey to the Conven- 
tion, (Journal of the Conrentitm^ "Saturday morning, September28, 1776.") 
f Journal of the Convention^ "Saturday morning, September 28, 1776." 
ijtmmal of the Committee of Safety, "Die Martis, 9 ho.. A.M., Octo- 
"ber 8, 1776." 

Sec, also, Sim uel Ten Broeck; Chairman, pro tem., to the Chairman of 



the Convention was completed by the submission of 
all Long Island, not excluding the peculiarly zealous 
revolutionary County of Suffolk, to the authority of 
the King.' In view of these stern facts, there need 
be no wonder that the Convention was anxious, con- 
cerning the " disaffected ;" and because of the purely 
speculative disposition of the Eastern Troops, and of 
the apathy, if not of the "disaffection," which pre- 
vailed in those of the Middle States, especially among 
those who were forced into the Army, unwilling sol- 
diers, from New York," there need be no wonder that 
General Washington, also, was anxious, not only 
concerning the "disaffected" who were within his 
own command, but concerning, also, those who were 
scattered throughout New York, in the rural districts 
as well as within the Cities ; ^^ nor that he took unto 
himself the authority to seize and remove from their 
homes, some of those who were said to have been 
" disaffected," in many instances, those who had given 
their paroles and were honorably discharging their 
respective obligations of peace and quiet," among the 
former of whom was Frederic Philipse, of Yonkers, 
whose almost total blindness and entirely harmless 
life would have undoubtedly sheltered him, had not 
"a number of well-affected inhabitants" volunteered 
to assist the General in selecting his victims," and 
included Mr. Philipse's name on their list of the as- 
sumed "disaffected,"" who were maliciously said to 
have been, also, dangerous.^* As the General expressly 



the Committee of Safety, "District or Manor Livimoston, October 9, 
"1776;" the »ame to the tame, "Dirtrict of^Manor Livinqston, Octo- 
'•ber 10, 1776;" Petrue Van Gaatbeck, Chairman, to the tame, "Manor 
"of Livingston, 10th Oct., 1776;" Journal of the Committee of 
Safety, " Saturday morning, Oct. 12, 1776." 

" The inhabitants of this island, many of whom had been forced 
" Into rebellion, have all submitted, and ar« ready to take the Oaths of 
"Allegiance." {General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Camp at 
"Newtown, Lono Island, 3d September, 1776.") 

See, also, JohnBou Hiibart to theConvention, " Fairfield, Octor. 7, 1776." 

10 Among other authorities, an extract of a letter ^m General Greene 
to General Washington, quoted by Sparks, in his WrUinye of George 
Waehington (Iv., 9,) is peculiarly noteworthy, in this connection. 

11 General Washington to General William Lioingston, " Headquarters, 
"Nrw-Tork, 6 July, 6 o'clock, P.M., 1776 ;" the same to General George 
Clinion, " Head-quarters, New Tork, 12 July, 1776 ;" tt« tame to the 
"Secret OommiUee of the Conoention of the State of New York,'' "Heaiv 
" quarters, 13 July, 1776;" the tame to the Preeidenl of the Provincial 
Omgrete of New York, " New- York Head-quarters, July 14, 1776;" 
and many others. 

i> General Washington to G:>oemnr TrunJbvU, " New-Tork, 11 August, 
"1776;" the tame to the Convention, "Headquarters, New-York, 12 
"August, 1776;" etc. 

15 General Washington to the Convention, " Hsad-quarters, New-York, 
"12 August, 1776." 

i* Parole of Frederic PhU^, " Harttord, Aug*. 28, 1776 ; " Petition of 
Frederic PhQipee, " Middletown, 29»»« Novr. 1776." 

16 Frederic Philipse was taken into custody by an order from General 
Washington, on the ninth of August, and taken from his own house, at 
Yonkers, to New Bochelle, "where he was closely confined, under 
" guard, for eleven days," when he was removed to Connecticut, and 
gave his Parole that he would not go beyond the limits of the Town of 
Middletown, which no one pretends he attempted to violate. He re- 
mained there, until he was officially permitted to go into the City of 
New York, also on Parole. In the trick which was subsequently played 
on those who had been thus favored, by ordering them to return to Con- 
necticut^ but in such a manner that it was evident the Order would no^ 
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stated that all these were '* apprehended only on sus- 
** picion/' ^ and that not on the personal knowledge of 
the General himself, but on information conveyed to 
him, unquestionably, by the notorious "Committee to 
'^ detect Conspiracies," who was then sitting in the 
City in which Head-quarters then were," the same 
hands directed the movement which had previously 
directed the similar movements with which the reader 
is already acquainted ; and the Convention was con- 
sistent when it thankfully acknowledged the great 
favor which it then enjoyed, in having received so 
welcome and so powerful an accession to its power for 
persecution, as General Washington and the Army of 
the Continent.' 

Like the three Congressss who had preceded it, the 
Convention was kept busy, with matters pertaining to 
the Army. It authorized and superintended the 
enlistment of men, in the service of the State, for 
local purposes ; ^ it attended to that of men for the 
reinforcement of the Continental Army ; * and it pro- 
vided for the payment of Bounties, in addition to the 
stipulated pay, to those who thus enlisted." It resorted 
to Drafts, in order to fill the requisitions for men, when 
enlistments were tardy ;^ and where resistance was 
made to the Draft, force was authorized, to compel 
men to fill the rank^.^ It appointed Officers of both 



reach them, in the distant City, Mr. Philipee was included among the 
victims of somebody's official misconduct ; and, as the world knows, that 
unintentional failure to retnrn to his place of confinement, in Connecti- 
cut, was made the ostensible reason for the confiscation uf his great 
estate, in Westcbeeter-county and elsewhere. 

There Is not the slightest evidence that Frederic Philipee was any- 
thing else than an honest friend of his native country; that he ever 
spoke or wrote or did anything whatever which could be Justly con- 
strued as inimical to his country or farorable to the obnoxious meas- 
ures of the Home GoTernment ; or that he ever purposed doing so. He 
was almost totally blind ; and that and his unusual corpulency unfitted 
him for the slightest personal opposition to or support of any political 
or military movements; while his fondness for gardening, in all its 
branches, to which the grounds of his Manor-hou8e«| at Yonkers and 
Sleepy Hollow, bore ample testimony, and his domestic ties, and his un- 
usual love of home, led him to prefer the quiet and retired life for 
which he was distinguished, instead of tliat more active and more pub- 
lic life to which, from his rank and standing and purity of character, he 
was so completely entitled. 

1 General Wiitthh^fton to Oovernor DrumbuUf "New-Tobk, 11 August, 
" 1776." 

>Tbe Convention itaeU was, then, sitting in the old Dutch Church at 
Harlem ; but the Genenil's correspondence, on the subject undnr consid- 
eration, had l)eon, undoubtedly, with the Committee, who was nearer. 

See, alw), (ieueral Wathinglon U) General WiJliixm LicingsUtn^ *'Hkad- 
"QDARTKBi*, New-Yobk, July C, 1778, Five o'clock, P.M." 

^The Convention to General Wtuhington, "Tuesday, A.M., Augt 13, 
"1776." 

* Journal of the Convention, "Die Luntc, 8 ho., A.M., July 22, 1776 ;" 
the game, " Die Martis, 8 ho., A.M., July 23, 17T6 ;" Ote Convention to the 
DeptttaUon in the Continental Congren, "Harlem, 7 Augt., 1776 ;" etc. 

^Joumal of the Convention^ "Friday afternoon, July 19, 1776;" the 
aame, "Die Sabbati, 4 ho., P.M., Augt. 24, 1776 ;" theeame, "Saturday 
" morning, September 28, 1776 ; " etc. 

^Journal of the Ctonreii^um, "Die Lunw, 9 ho., A.M., July 22, 1776 ;" 
Journal of the Committee of Safety^ " At thk hoitse or Mr. Odell, Puii<- 
" iPSE's Manor, Augt. 31, 1776 ; " etc. 

T Journal of the Convention, "Friday morning, July 16, 1776;'* the 
»ame, "Die Lunte, 9 ho., A.M., July 22, 1776 ;" the eame, "Die Mercuril, 
" 9 ho., A.M., July 31, 1770 ; " etc. 

*i Journal of the Convention^ "Saturday morning, September 28, 1776." 



the Militia and the troops in the field ;' it passed on the 
qualifications of the Surgical Staff;" and it gave em- 
ployment to Chaplains for the Army." Bargains were 
made with favored Officers, when they entered the 
service, conditioned that they should serve nowhere 
else than in the City of New York; '* and the settle- 
ment of disputes among Officers, concerning Rank, 
occupied much of its time and attention." It exempt- 
ed the Cavalry from the operations of a general Draft 
for men; " and those who were employed in furnaces 
for smelting iron, in forges for making bar-iron, in 
steel-manufactories, in the anchor forge in Orange- 
county, in saltworks, in paper-mills, and in powder- 
mills,'* as well as those in aflaxseed-mill, in Duchess- 
county ,*• and in the workshops of a gunsmith," were, 
also, exempted from every kind of military duty. 

The Miliiia, of course, was the sole dependence of the 
Convention, in every emergency;" and, whether well- 
disposed or ''disaffected""— it seemed to be equally 



* Journal of the Convention^ "Friday morning, July 16, 1776;" the 
eaane^ "Die Sabbati. 9 ho., A.M., July 27, 1776 ; " th» mum, " Die Sabbati, 
"9 ho., A. M., Augt. 17, 1776 ;" etc. 

vijnumal of the Convention^ "Tuesday, P.M., White Plaucs, July 9, 
" 1776 ; " <A« 9am», " Die Sabbati, 3 ho., P.M., July 27, 1776 ; " the aame, 
"Tuesday afternoon, Augt 20, 1776 ; " etc. 
^^ Journal of the Convention, •* Bfonday morning, Augt. 26, 1776." 
liJourvalofthe Convention, " Die Merourii, 4 ho., P.M., July 31, 1776.'» 
^* Journal of the Convention, "Tuesday, P.M., Whitk Plains, July 9, 
"1776;" the same, "Die Lunee, 9 ho., A.M., July 22, 1776— the case of 
"Colonel Drake against Colonel Thomas ; " the eame, " Tuesday morning, 
"Augt. 13, 1776;" etc. 
^* Journal of the Convention, " Die Mercurit, 9ho , A.M., Augt. 7, 1776." 
^^ Journal of ths Contention, "Die Mercuril, 9 ho., A.M., August 14, 
" 1776." 
^^ Journal of the Convention, 'Monday morning, August 26, 1776." 
ii Journal of the Committee of Safety, " Wednesday morning, Septr. 25, 
"1776." 

18 The authorities are so numerous, that no attempt will be made to cite 
any of them. 

1* The following, in addition to what has been already stated concerning 

the disaffection in the Continental Army, presents thesul^ect, rery clearly. 

The Militia of Westchester-oounty contained, of course, all who were 

friends of the Convention and who liyed within the County ; but the 

num^r of efficient men in the entire Brigade did not exceed the strength 

of a single Regiment and these were so genenUly "disaffected," either 

with the service or with the General commanding them, or with both, 

that the latter regtirded his own life as in danger, among them ; and, 

therefore, when he was ordered to take the command of his Brigade, 

personally, in New York, he preferred to remain in Philadelphia, where 

he would be less exposed : " The situation of my Brigade I was con- 

"vinced was well known to the Convention," were his words. "I ap- 

** prehend that not more than a Colonel's command was left in it ; and 

" as such did not think my presence was so absolutely necessary. I have 

"thought that the existence of such a Brigade, in which were so many 

"disaffected persons, was dangerous to the cause as well as to my own 

'* life ; but being desirous to participate in the virtuous opposition to the 

"British tyrant, I had determined, as soon as possible, to join Geueral 

"Washington, and contribute my assistance to him." {General Letcie 

Morris to the Convention "Philadklphia, Septr. 24, 1776.") 

The reader may learn from this how very little the Morrises were re- 
spected, even among tho»e who were under legal obligsitioiis to respect 
them, in and throughout Westchester-county, in the Summer of 1776. 

The following will further illustrate the "disaffection" of the Militia 
of Westchester-county, a reasonable result of the outrages which had 
been officially perpetrated throughout that County, during many months 
preceding: " We suppose your Excellency has taken the necessary steps 
" to prevent their landing of any men from the ships, should they be so 
"inclined, as no reliance at all can be placed on the Militia of West- 
"chester-county." {The Committee of Safety to General Waehington, 
"FiSHKiLL, 10th Octr., 1776.") 



( 

^ 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



205 



relied on, no matter what its temper might be — ^it was 
drawn into the service, while the other States were 
delinquent/ until no more could be taken, for any, 
except for the most temporary, purposes.* It was 
called out to guard the banks of the Hudson-river' 
and those of Long Island Sound.^ Reinforcements of 
the Continental Army were taken from it, whenever 
reinforcements were called for ; ^ the passes in the 
Highlands were constant sources of anxiety ; ' and the 
northern borders of the State' and Long Island^ 
also enjoying its protection. Sometimes it was em- 
ployed to drive Cattle to places of supposed safety : • 
sometimes it was employed in repairing roads : ^® sonie- 



* " We can with pleasure assure you, that by far the greater part of 
** the leries ordered by the Ciongress to be raised from our Militia, are 
** completed, and at their BerenU stations ; that almost the whole of those 
** drafted in consequence of the enclosed Besolutlrn, wlU, by the time 
" this reaches you, be at poets which is thought nocessan' to occupy, 
" least the enemy should cut off the communication between the Army at 
" Naw York and the country." • • ♦ "It gires us great pain to In- 
" form you that the aid received from our sister States is Tery inadequate 
'*to our expectations, none of them having yet completed the levies di- 
" rected by Congress, which leaves us reiwon to fear that instead of using 
*' every means that human wisdom dictates for ensuring success, we shall, 
** with inferior numbers, on the doubtfhl lasne of a single battle, hazard 
** the glorious cause for which we have struggled." (Tk* Cbnvmtkm to 
the DelegatioH of th« State in the Continental Cbn^rvss, *' Hamlkk, 7th Au- 
"gu»t, 1776, A.M.") 

« The Omvention to General Waahingtmty " Fishkill, 10th Octr., 1776." 

'The entire body of Westchester-county MiliUa was ordered to the 
mouth of the Croton-river, to oppose any movements, in that County, 
from the enemy's shipping, {Jommal of the Convention, "Thursday mom- 
" Ing, July 26, 1776 ; *') to which the local Company, commanded by Cap- 
tain Micah Townsend, was added, on the following day, {the tame, *-Dle 
** Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., July 26, 1776.") The entire body of the Militia 
of Westchester-county was again called out. for the same purpose, with 
five days* provisions, a fortnight aftera-ards, (the some, "Die Sabbati, 4 
" ho., P.M., AugL 10, 1776.") The MlUtIa of Orange-county, below the 
Highlands— now Bockland-connty— was ordered out for the protection 
of the western shore of the river, early in the Autumn, (the mum, 
" Thursday afternoon, October 10, 1776.") 

^General MoitIs was instructed to guard the Sound-shore of Westches- 
ter-ouunty, at the same time that he guarded the left bank of the Hud- 
sun. (Journal of theConrentUm, "DieSabbati, 4ho., P.M., Augt.10, 1776.") 

See, also. Colonel Joaeph Drake to the Canveniion, "Wednesday morn- 
"Ing, Augt. 28, 1776;" (he Qmreii/fcm't rqrf^, "Thurtday morning, 
"Augt 20,1776." 

»0ne.fourth of the entire body of the Militia of Westchester, ©uch- 
en, Ulster, and Omnge-countiea, to serve until the last day of the fol- 
lowing December, was ordered out for general service. In July, (Jour- 
nal of the OmeeniUm, " Friday morning, July 16, 1776 ; " tte aome, « Die 
" Jovis, 4 ho., P.M., Augt. 8, 1776 ;") one-fifth of the entire body of the 
Mih'tia of Albany-county, to serve for one month, and one-half of that 
of Kings and Queens counti<>s, to serve until the first of September, were 
added to these, very soon after, (the atime, "Die Sabbatl, 4 ho., P.M., 
" Augt. 10, 1776 ; ") and, a few days later, the entire body of the Militia 
of Orange, Ulster, Westchester, and DuchesB-connties was ordered to 
hold itself in readiness to march, at a moment's warning, with five 
days' provisions and as much ammunition as possible, (Joumul of the 
OommUtee of Safrtjf, "Harlkm, Augt. 29, 1776.") 

• The entries on this subject are so very numerous that we can pretend 
to cite no more than two or three of them, (Journal of the Conceution, 
•* Friday morning, July 16, 1776;" the tame, "Die Joris, 4 ho., P.M., 
" Augt. 8. 1776 ; " etc.) 

' The Oonvmtion to the Delegation from the State, in the Oonthuiital Oon- 
greee, "Harlem, 7th August, 1776, A.M.;" JounuU of CommiUee of Sc^fety, 
"Tuesday morning, Octor. 22, 1776 ; " etc. 

* Intlmvtione to General Woo^uU— Journal of the Convention, " Monday 
"morning, Augt. 26, 1776." 

• General Woodkull to the (hnrention, "Jamaica, August 27, 1776 ; " etc. 
10 The road from the North side of the Highlands to Kiugsbridge and 



times, very frequently, it was called from its homes 
and its necessary labors on the farms, when there was 
not the slightest appearance of danger, to throw up the 
defences on which ordinary day-laborers, then suffering 
from want of employment, had better been employed. 

The vessels of war which the Provincial Congresses 
had equipped and sent to sea, were duly cared for ; " 
and it continued to give authority for the equipment 
of privateers." 

As the Convention was largely composed of the 
same persons as those who had been members of the 
Provincial Congresses, unto whom the exercise of des- 
potic power has become not only familiar but agreea- 
ble and, sometimes, profitable, the same range of 
authority which those Congresses had usurped was 
exercised by the Convention, without any other Laws 
than the promptings of their own will^, as their 
respective rules of action. It continued, therefore, to 
provide, as best it could, for the wants of the Army, by 
manufacturing and by purchasing and distributing 
among the Powder-mills, all the Saltpeter which 
it could secure ; ^' by making or buying or bor- 
rowing Gunpowder, and by distributing it or giving 
it away ; " by searching for Lead, and opening Mines, 
and stripping Window-sashes, in Tryon and Albany- 
counties, and distributing it or giving it away ; ^^ and 
it attended to the search for Sulphur and Flints and 
Lead, and to the testing of those discovered.^^ It 
busied itself, also, with the details of distributing Car- 
tridges " and Gunfiints." Like the Congresses who 
hadx^receded it, it engaged, directly, in the manufac- 
ture of Arms and Equipments, including that of 
Lances, with which somebody induced the Conven- 
tion to attempt to arm the Militia who had been 
called into the service ; ^° and it also bought Arms, 

"a certain other small road which leads from the Post-road aforesaid to 
^*the dock, at Dobbs's ferry," were ordered to bo repaired ; and roquisi- 
tions on the Militia of Duchesa and Westchester-oounties, were made 
for that particular parpose, (Journal of (he Provincial Convention, " ho., 
"A.M., Octor. 6, 1776.") 

" Journal of the Convention, "Saturday morning, September 28, 1776 ;" 
Journal of the Committee of Safety, " Die Lunie, 9 ho., A.M., October 7, 
"1776 ;" the tame, " Wednesday afternoon, Octor. 16, 1776 ;" etc. 

i« Journal of the Coneention, *' Die Veneris, 4 ho., P.M.. Augt. 2, 1770." 

^'Journal of the Convention, "Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., Augt. 14, 
'• 1776 ; " the tame, " Die Sabbati. 9 ho., A.M., Septr. 14, 1776 ; " etp. 

^* Journal of the Convention, "Friday morning, July 19, 1776;" Order 
from Oeneral Wathington to John Livingtton, in favor of the Convention, 
" New York, July 19, 1776 ; " Journal of the Convention, " Die Sabbati, 
"4 ho., P.M., Augt. 10, 1776 ;" the ame, "Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., 
"July 24, 1778;" etc. 

M Joitrnal of the Committee of Safety, " Die Lump, 9 ho., A.M., Augt. 19, 
"1776;" Journal of the Convention, "Thursday afternoon, July 11, 
"1776 ; " the tame, " Thursday morning, July 18, 1776 ; " the same,*' Die 
"Sabbati, 9 ho , A M., Octor. 6, in6; " the tame, "Die Sabbati, 9 ho., 
"A.M., July 27, 1776; "etc. 

"Joiinial of the Convention, "Die Joris, 9 bo., A.M., Septr. 19, 1776." 

" Jtmmal of the Convention, "Saturday morning, July 13, 1776." 

w Journal of the Convention, *• Thursday morning, July 18, 1776 ;" the 
tame, ''Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., July 27, 1776 ;** the tame, *'Die Luna;, 
"9 ho., A.M., Augt 5, 1776 ; " etc. 

^9 Journal of the Convention, " Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., July 31, 1776 ;" 
the tame, " Friday morning, August 2, 1776 ; " Journal of the Obmmittee of 
Safety, " Die Mercurii, 4 ho., P.M., Sept. 4, 1776 ;" etc. 

The manufacture of four thousand Lances was asMigued to the Coun- 
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when it could do so,^ and, nometimes, it hired Arms, 
when it coald not in other way procure them.' In 
short, there seemed to be nothing left, in all which 
related to the raising, the equipment of, and the fur- 
nishing of supplies for, the troops, which was permit- 
ted to be done by any other agency ; and it affords 
subjects for thought and inquiry, as one reads of its 
uninvited interference with the instractions of the 
Quartermaster-general of the Continental Army to 
his subordinates, concerning purchases of Timber and 
Odk-plank and old Vessels, for the obstruction of the 
Hudson-river ; ' of its direct participation in the pur- 
chase of Lime, Brick, Oak-plank, Cordwood, Grain, 
and Clothing for the Continental Army, although the 
Quartermaster-gen eraVs officers were present and 
engaged in the same work ;* and when it also found em- 
ployment in attending to the Cooperage of leaky Oil- 
casks belonging to the Continent.^ 
The establishment of a new form of Government 



tiM of Albany, Ulster, Orange, Ducheea, and Weatchester, eight 
hundred to each ; and, in the laat-named County, Stephen Ward, William 
Millar, and Thtiddeus Crane were appointed "to procure the proportion 
" of Lancea affixed to their respective names." {Journal of CammUtu of 
Bafetfi^ "Die Mercurii, 4 ho., P.M., Sept. 4, 177P>.'*) Models were made 
from Spears procured in New York, {the mum, " Die Luna?, 11 ho., A M., 
^ Sept. 9, 1776 ( '') and, including the long handles, fire shillings and six- 
pence was paid for those which were not steeled, and six shillings and 
six-pence for those which were steeled, {Journal of Of COnvciitMin, "Die 
" Jovis, 9 ho., A.M., Octor. 3, 1776.") 

We have not met the slightest notice of the use of those four thousand 
Lances, in the service or elsewhere ; and it is more than probable that 
they were never used, by any one. 

1 Jottrmdof the Oonrention, " Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., Aug. 21, 1776 ; ** 
etc. 

> J<mrwd of the Oonrenficm, " Die Mercurii, 9 ho , A.M., August 14, 1776.** 

* Journal of the ConvtntUm, ** Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M , Septr. 21, 1776.** 

* Jourmd of the OonvenUon^ " Monday morning, September 30, 1776 ; ** 
Journal of the Oommittte of Safety ^ "Die Lunie, 9 ho., A.M., October 7, 
"1776;" the $ame, "Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., Octr. 9, 1776; the eame, 
" Thursday morning, Octor. 17. 1776 ;** etc. 

Stephen Ward, Gilbert Strang, and Phil. Leake were appointed to pur- 
chase coarse woollen Cloth, Linsey-woolsey, Blankets, woollen Hose, 
Mittens, coarse Linen, felt Hats, and Shoes, for the soldieni, and to have 
the Linen made up into Shirts, all in Westchester county ; and throe hun- 
dred pounds— seven huudred and flity dollars— were appropriated for that 
purpose. {JouriMl of the OommitUeof Safetiyy **Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., 
" Octr. 9, 1776.**) Although there were supplies of Grain much nearer to 
the Army, and vastly more exposed to the enemy's foraging parties, no 
Grain was purchased elsewhere than in the Livingston Manor, from 
which three thousand bushels of Oats, at four shillings per bushel, and 
four thousand bushels of old Corn and one thousand bushels of Bye, the 
two latter at five shillings per bushel, were drawn, at one time ; but 
Petpr B. Livingston was President of the Convention, and Gilbert Liv- 
ingston and James Livingrton and Philip Livingston and Robert B. Liv- 
ingston and James Duane and John Jay and Pierre Van CorUandt — the 
last-named three having been Livingstons by their marriages — were 
members of that Convention ; and six of them were present when the 
order was given. {Journal of the ConvenlUm^ " Monday morning, Septem- 
"berSO, 1776.") 

Need there be any surprise that, with such an amy of strong men in 
its favor, that he more distant and leoB exposed Manor of Livingston 
should be chosen, especially since the purchasing agent of the Quarter- 
nuister-general of the Continental Army was at Fi^hkill, with funds to 
nievt the drafts of Dlrck Jansen, who was selected by the Convention, to 
gather the grain from the farmers or from the manorial storehouses, and, 
also, especially since no inspection of either the quantity or the quality 
of what was to be thus purchased, was provided for. 

^Journal of the OommiUee of Safety , ** Friday morning, September 27, 
*'1776.** 



received the dilatory and half-hearted attention of the 
Convention — ^an abridgement of their existing des- 
potic authority was opposed by the Deputies who then 
exercised it ; * and there was a lingering, longing de- 
sire, among the master-spirits of the Convention, for a 
reconciliation with the Mother Country and a restora- 
tion of the former form of Colonial Government, 
evidently with themselves and their friends adminis- 
tering it.^ 

The subject was introduced into the Convention, 
very properly, on the day after that bod/ had approved 
and accepted the Declaraiion of lad^endenee ; but 
the consideration of it was postponed, from time to 
time, until the .first of August, when a Committee 
was appointed for the purpose of taking into consid- 
eration and reporting a plan for instituting and fram- 
ing a Form of Oovemment, together with a Bill of 
BightSj ascertaining and declaring the essential Rights 
and Privileges of "the good people of this State," as a 
foundation for such Form of Oovemnumty with instruc- 
tions to report to the Convention, on the twenty -sixth 



« As late in the year as the early days of October, the aftempt of the 
Gonnty-derk of Ducheas-eonnty to continue the old practice of holding 
a County Court for that County was formally forbidden by the CODTen- 
tion, John Jay, James Duane, and Bobert B. Livingston having been 
present in the Convention, (JoMm-j/ of the CoNMiOMm, " Die Sabbati, 9 ho., 
"A.M., Octor. 6, 1776.**) 

' There need be no better evidence of that fact, although there is an 
abundance, elsewhere, than in the snGc««sIve orders for the issue of Bills 
of Credit, by the Convention. It continued to Itsne such Bills, in the 
name of the Colony, long after it had professed to accept the Declaration 
uf Independence, by which It had ceased to be a Colony, {Journal of the 
OoHPrnUion, "Die Mercurii, 9 ho., A.M., Augt 7, 1776") and, subse- 
quently, when a new issue of such Bills of Credit was ordered to be 
printed, {Journal of the Oonvinttion, "Die Martis, 5 ho., P.M., August 13, 
" 1776 **) it was ordered to be printed with the insignia of the Corpora- 
tion of the aty of New York, {fbid ;) and the engravers of the several 
plates were instructed to leave a blank space where the name of the 
maker of the obligation should be, on those plates, in order that such 
name as should be subsequently found to be most useful— the Colony, 
the State, the City, or something else— might be inserted, with type, 
after the sheets should have been printed on the plate -press— conclusive 
evidence that the pernuinence of the new-formed State was regarded by 
even the master spirits of the Convention, as very questionable. 

In the same connection, it may be well to inquire and to consider what 
the Earl of Coventry meant, when, in his place in the House ot Lords, 
on the tweut}'-flftb of November, 1779, he said, ** He lamented that a 
"War so faUl to Great Britain should ever have been begun, much mora 
" that it sliould be continued with so much obstinacy; and declared that, 
" had the House paid attention to the propositions which he, the hut 
" Sessions, informed them he was authorized to make fh>m two penons 
"of authority and Influence, in America, and which, had they been 
" listened to, by Parliament, and agreed to, would have been ratified by 
" Congress, we should have been, at this hour, in peace with America.** 
— Speech of the Eca-l of Oovmtrj/t in the Houae of Lorda^ in Almon*s Airlta- 
meniary Beguter^ xv., 17. 

** The last Sessions,** during which the Earl of Coventry, by authority, 
presented overtures for reconciliation to which the Continental Congress 
would have agreed, was the Fifth Session of the Fourteenth Parliament 
of Great Britain, (November 26, 1778, to July a, 1779,) long after the 
alliance of the United States with France had been perfected, and 
utilised in America. As the Earl, on another occasion, boldly acknowl- 
edged his pomonal friendship and correspondence vrith more than one of 
those who, then, were regarded as prime leaders in the Rebellion, there 
need be very little trouble in searching for the names of those who were, 
undoubtedly, the mouthpieces of the Continental Congress, in the work 
of reconciliation, on the occasion referred to by the Earl of Coventry, 
in 1779. 
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of August, less than four weeks from the date of its 
appointment.^ The Committee who was appointed for 
those purposes consisted of John Jay, Colonel John 
Broome, and General John Morin Scott, all of the 
City of New York ; John Sloss Hobart and William 
Smith, of Suffolk ; Abraham Yates, Junior, and Robert 
Yates, of Albany-county ; Henry Wisner, Senior, and 
Colonel Charles De Witt, of Ulster-county ; William 
Duer, of Charlotte-county ; (Jouvemeur Morris, of 
Westchester-county ; Samuel Townshend, of Queens- 
county; and Robert R. Livingston, of Duchess-county.' 

The subject continued to be played with, both by 
the Committee and the Convention, by both of whom 
nothing was done, until the Royal Army occupied 
the City of New York and prepared to extend its 
operations into Westchester-county, when other 
snbjects occupied the attention of both ; and 
thus were the best interests and the safety of the 
inhabitants of the State endangered — thus were their 
properties and their families and everything which 
was dear to them, subjected to the hazard of a revo- 
lutionary uprising, of anarchy, and of entire de- 
struction — only because James Duane and John Jay 
and the Livingstons and the Morrisses and their 
friends preferred a reconciliation and a reconstruction 
of the former system of Government, with themselves 
in the offices ; and, for the promotion of those selfish 
purposes, withheld every form of Government from 
the young State, and exposed every one and everything, 
within the State, to lawless anarchy and entire ruin. 

There was scarcely a matter, in either the Judicial 
or the Legislative or the Executive departments of 
Government, with which that Congress did not in- 
terfere ; ' and it ventured to ask the Continental Con- 
gress, only because it lacked courage enough to do so, 
to revise the Book of Common Prayer and to exercise 
an official censorship over the prayers of those who 
did not use Rituals.^ 



1 Joumai ofth» Om^vntitm^ "Die Jovia, 8 ho., A.M., August 1, 1776." 

s Ibid. 

s without entering into details, the GooTention provided for the refn- 
Cee Poor, from the City of Mew York; protected the Cattle of the farmers, 
fnm. the enemy's foraging-parties, as far as it could do so ; guarded the 
Military-stores of the State ; built Vessels-of-War ; obstructed the navi- 
gation of the Hudson river ; arbitrarily set aside the Elections of OiBcers 
who were dlstasteftil to it ; borrowed Money, whenever they could find 
lenders ; treated with the Indians ; issued Paper-currency ; gave employ- 
ment to grumbling Mechanics ; watched the "disaffected," in New Jer- 
sey; lent Money to impecunious County Committees; guarded the 
official Records ; ordered Fasts; gave Passes to those making Journeys; 
seized the Royal Quitrents; removed those who were exposed to the 
enemy; provided postal facilities ; gave Licenses to Innkeepers; gave 
.relief to insolvent Debtors ; provided for the care of Orphans ; relieved 
distressed Soldiers; etc., etc. 

The JowntaU of the Convention and those of its OonuniUse of Safety may 
be referred tq, by those who shall desire further information ciincerning 
the action of the Convention or the Committee, thereon. 

<"We take the liberty of suggesting to your consideration, also, the 
"propriety of taking some measures for expunging from the Book of 
** Oommou Prayer^ such parts, and discontinuing in the Congregations 
"of all other denominations, all such prayers, as interfere with the in- 
"terest of the American cause. It is a subject we are afraid to meddle 
"with, the enemies of America having taken great pains to insinuate 
" into the minds of the Episcopalians that the Church was in danger. 



While the Convention was thus busily employed — 
and justice requires that its industry and determina- 
tion, in preparing for a successful opposition to the 
Royal Armies, on the northern frontiers as well as in 
the vicinity of New York, should be fully and prop- 
erly recognized — other events of the utmost impor- 
tance to New York and to her sister States, were of 
everyday occurrence. 

As we have already stated, the Royal troops which 
had been withdrawn from Boston and carried to 
Halifax, during the preceding March, " having euffi- 
"ciently recovered from the fatigues and sickness 
*^ occasioned by their confined situation in that town' ' 
[Bosioriy^'] left the later place, [^Halifax] on the 
eleventh of June,* under convoy of Admiral Shuld- 
ham ;^ reached Sandy-hook on the twenty-ninth of Ihe 
same month; ^'landed on the northeastern shore of 
Staten-Island, between the second and fourth of 
July ; ' and were welcomed by the persecuted inhabit- 
ants of that beautiful island, as their deliverers from 
the terrible oppression of the revolutionary powers, 
both that of New York and that of New Jersey. *** 

On the afternoon of the twelfth of July, for the 
purpose of distressing the American Army, "by 
" obstructing supplies coming downthe river and other 
"good consequences dependent on that measure'' — 
probably, also, for the purpose of offering encourage- 
ment to the conservative farmers of Westchester- 
county to follow the example of those on Staten 
Island, in declaring for the King — the Phcsnix, com- 
manded by Captain Hyde Parker, of forty guns, the 
Bose, commanded by Captain Wallace, of twenty 

** We would wish the Congress would pass some Resolve, to quiet their 
"fears ; and we are confident it would do essential service to the cause of 
" America, at least in this State.** {Journal of the Prooinoial Conoentiont 
"Thursday morning, July 11, 1776.*') 

ft Hittory of tk« dvU War m America. By an OlBcer of the Army [Cap- 
Utm HaU] i., 173 ; Stedman's Hiitory of the American War^ Ed. London, 
1704, 1., 190. 

The Annual RegieUr for 1776 : Hietory of Europe, 160,* 167,* and, fol- 
lowing that authority. The Hittory of the War in Ameriea between Great 
Britain and her Ct»to»iei, Ed. Dublin, 1779, 1., 179, 180, and Murray*s Im- 
partial History of the War in America, Edit. Newcastle, ii., 153, say the 
troops were not comfortable at Halifax ; and that General Howe was 
obliged to sail from there, because of a scarcity of provisions ; but we 
prefer the statement of Gaptain Hall, who was present, and who wrote 
with unusual precision and accuracy, especially with Stedman support- 
ing him. 

•Hidory of the dvU War in America, [Capt. Hall's] i., 173 ; Stedman*s 
Hittory of the American War, i., lOU. 

7 Oeneral Howe to Lord George Germaine, "Statin Island, 7 July, 
" 1776 ; '* Annual Begitterfor 1776 : Hittory of Europe, 167.* 

* General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "Statkn Island, 7 July, 
"1776;** [HalFsJ Hittory of the CieU War in America, i., 174 ; Ste<1man*s 
Hittory of the American War, 1., 190 ; Marshairs Life of George Washing- 
ton, Ed. Phila., 1801, ii., 416. 

* General Howe to Lord George Qermabie, " Statkn Island, 7 July, 
" 1776 ; " [Hall's] Hittory of the CivU War in Ameriea, i , 175 ; Gordon's 
Hittory of the American Rrvolution, Ed. London, 1788, ii., 278 ; etc. 

"^f* General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "Staten Island, 7 July, 
" 1776 ; '* General Howe's Obtervationt upon a pamphlet etUitled Letters to a 
Nobleman, Ed. London, 1780, 50; London Gatette, "Admiralty Offick, 
" August 10, 1776 ; " Governor Tryon to Lord George Germame ** Duchehk 
"of Gordon, off Statf.n Island, July 8, 1776 ;** John Adamt to Mrt. 
Adamt, " Philadelimiia, 11 July, 1776." 



208 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



guns, and three tenders, ''taking advantage of the 
" tide and a fresh breeze," left Staten Island, and 
passed the City, receiving the fire of the American 
batteries on the Bed Hook, Grovernor's Island, Powle's 
Hook, and along the line of the Hudson-river, within 
the City, without sustaining any material damage, 
and returning a fire which was equally harmless.^ 
They anchored oflf Tarrytown, during the early 
evening ; ' but, if their errand was to encourage the 
farmers on the Philipse Manor to declare themselves 
favorably inclined to the King, their officers must 
have been sadly disappointed, since Lieutenant 
Daniel Martling, with whom the reader is already 
acquainted, on the first appearance of the approaching 
vessels, promptly ordered his command to turn out, 
to oppose any attempt which might be made to effect 
a landing ; and, during the night, under the personal 
direction of Lieutenant-colonel Hammond, who lived 
in the vicinity, cartridges were distributed, and the 
inhabitants of the village and neighboring farms 
were collected, in order that an effective resistance 
should be made.' Fresh supplies of ammunition 
were sent, by the Convention, then in session at the 
White Plains ; and measures were taken for reinforc- 
ing the inhabitants ; * but, although it is said the ships 
were visited by one or two periaugas,^ they appeared, 
while they remained off Tarrytown, to have been sent 
for no other purpose than to take soundings,' although 
there is little doubt that they also cut off the supplies, 
as well as the communication between the main Army 
and that on the northern frontier,^ and availed them- 
selves of the darkness of night to open communica- 
tions with those of the neighboring inhabitants of 
Westchester and Orange-counties, who were supposed 
to have been friendly to the Royal cause. 

The successful passage of these ships, up the river, 
very reasonably, created much anxiety and alarm, in 
the Army and throughout the State. General Wash- 
ington, wisely suspecting that the purpose of the 
movement was to encourage the tenantry on the 
Manors of Philipsborough and Cortlandt to declare 
for the King, immediately ordered General George 



1 Qtnend Howe to Lord Otorge QernuUne^ ** Statrn Island, 8 Jaly, 
"1776; " the uimtto th« tame, "Stafen Islaxd, 6 August, 1776; " 
Omeral Waahmgton to Geuercd CUntony " Head-quartebs, New 
"YoM, 12 July, 1776;" OuMameto the PretUJeiU of Congreu, "New 
"York, U July, 1776;** the $(une to General Schuyler, "New York, 15 
** July, 1776 ; ** Memoin of Mqfor-general Heaih, Ed. Boaton, 1798, 49 ; 
[HhU'b] Hiftory of the CSoUWar in Ameriea, 1., 186, 186 ; Gordon's Hietory 
of the American Bevolutiony il, 301. 

> 27i« Cotwention of New York to General Waehmgton, " Saturday mom- 
"iug, July 13,1776;" [Hairs] Hietory of the CivU War in Anterica, 
i., 185; Gordon*B Hietory of the American RecoltUioH, 11.. 304. 

s Report and Evidence in the Case of Lieutenant-colonel Hammond. — 
Historical Manuecripit: Miecellaneowi Papen, xxxiv., 549. 

^The CoMentkm to General Waehington, "Saturday Morning, July 13, 
" 1776." 

6 The Oonveniionto General Wathington " In Convention, July 15,1776." 

« The ConoefUion to General Washington, "Saturday morning, July 13, 

" 1776." 
< General Waakington to John Auguiitine Washington, " New York., 22 

" July, 1776." 



Clinton, then commanding the Militia who had been 
called out for the protection of the passes over the 
Highlands, to desire General Ten Broeck, command- 
ing the Militia above the Highlands, to march down 
with as great a force aa he could collect, in order the 
more effectually to secure those passes, particularly 
the road which paased over Anthony's Nose ; and, at 
the same time, he authorized General Clinton, if 
there should seem to be any danger from those who 
were '* disaffected,'' to send an express to Connecticut, 
desiring the western portion of that State ''to col- 
''lect all their forces at the same point."" As we 
have already stated, the Convention of the State, 
then seated at the White Plains, besides sending ad- 
vices of the threatened inroad to the officer command- 
ing the fort in the Highlands, also sent a supply of 
powder and ball to the inhabitants of Tarrytown, and 
provided for reinforcements, *' along that shore," and 
solicited protection for King's Bridge, ''the destruction 
"of which it apprehended to have been an object 
'* with the enemy." • 

On the fourteenth of July, General Washington 
wrote to the Convention a letter which is so signifi- 
cant of the great anxiety which he felt and so highly 
illustrative of his character, as a great commander, 
that we make room for it, in this place. 

" New-York Head-quarters. 

"July 14th, 1776. 
" Gentlemen : — 

" The passage of the enemy up the North-river is 
an event big with many consequences to the public 
interest. One particularly occurs to me well deserv- 
ing your attention, and to prevent which I shall 
gladly give every assistance in my power, consistent 
with the safety of the Army. 
"I am informed there are several passes, on each 
side of the river, upon which the communication 
with Albany depends, of so commanding a nature 
that an inconsiderable body of men may defend 
them against the largest numbers. It may be that, 
on board these ships, there may be troops for that 
purpose, who, expecting to be joined by the disaffect- 
ed, in that quarter, or confiding in their own 
strength, may endeavour to seize those defiles, in 
which case the intercourse between the two Armies, 
both by land and water, will be wholly cut off", than 
which a greater misfortune could hardly befall the 
Province and Army. I must entreat you to take 
the measure into consideration, and, if possible, 
provide against an evil so much to be apprehended. 
I should hope the Militia of those Counties might be 
used on such an emergency, until further provision 
was made. 
" I have also thought it very probable these ships 

General Waehinglon to General George Clinton, *' IlKAD-Qt'ARTEBS, 
" New York, 12 July, 1776." 
^The Convention to General Waehington, "Saturday morning, July 13, 
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may have carried up arms and ammunition to be 
dealt out to those who may favour their cause, and 
cooperate with them, at a fixed time. I would, to 
guard against this, submit to your consideration the 
propriety of writing to the leading men, on our 
side, in those Counties, to be very vigilant in ob- 
serving any movement of that kind, in order that 
so dangerous a scheme may be nipped in the bud ; 
for that purpose, to keep the utmost attention to 
the conduct of the principal Tories in those parts, 
any attempts of intercourse with the ships, and all 
other circumstances which may lead to a discovery 
of their schemes and the destruction of their meas- 
ures. 

" I am. Gentlemen, very respectfully, 
** Your mo. obt. and very hble. servant, 

" Geo. Washington, 

To THE HONBLE. THE PrEST. OF THE 

*• Provincial Congress of New- York." 

As we have said, the inhabitants of the vicinity of 
Tarrytowu turned out for the purpose of obstructing 
any attempt which might be made, to effect a landing 
from the ships ; ' but they were farmers, in the midst 
of their harvest; and when they had been there three 
days, without having seen much pressing necessity 
for their further stay or any prospect of a relief or oi 
a supply of provisions, although the Convention was 
sitting within six miles from them, they expressed 
their desire to be relieved, and some of them went 
home, without leave, ** in order to attend to their har- 
" vests." * 

Very ungraciously and, certainly, not in such 
words as were calculated to inspire respect for those 
who had employed them, among those against whom 
they were thus tossed, by the aristocratic master- 
spirits of the Convention,' Orders were issued to 
Captain Micah Townsend, who had probably been 
sent from the Plains to Tarrytown, on the day after 
the arrival of the ships, to remain at the latter place, 
with his Company ; Colonel Thomas was ordered to 
send detachments from his Regiment, to relieve those 
who had not returned to their homes ; and the pay 
and rations allowed to the Continental troops, were 
promised to those who were, as well as to those who 
should be, called into the service.* But, on the fol- 
lowing day, IJuly 16, 1776,] all those in the neighbor- 
hood of Tarrytown were relieved from immediate 
danger, by the ships and their tenders weighing their 
anchors and sailing up the river, occasionally firing a 
shot, as they passed a house on the western side the 
river ; and by their anchoring a short distance below 
VerplanckVpoint, and "opposite the stores at Hav- 



1 Vide page 206, ante. 

* Journal of the Convfntinn, "Die LniiH\ P.M., July 1ft, 1776." 

> The ConveHlion to TAeutenant-colonel Hammond^ ** In Oonvkntion fob 
" THE Statk or Nkw-York, Whitk PLAiKd, July 15, 1776." 

^Jownudof theC&nvmtUm, "Die Lunie, P.M., July 15, 1776;" the 
Convention to LieiUenant-enlouel Hammondy "In Convrntion poh thk 
•• State or Nkw-Yohk, Whitk Plaimk, July 15, 1776." 
22 



" erstraw." During the afternoon of the same day, 
one of the tenders beat up the river, against an unfa- 
vorable wind, sounding the river very carefully as 
she proceeded, until she had come within gun-shot 
of Fort Montgomery, when her progress was arrested 
by a thirty-two pound shot, which struck her, and 
compelled her to put about, and to run down the 
river, not, however, without having plundered a little 
-house which stood near the river.^ 

During the morning of that day, [^JtUy 16, 1776,] 
before the information of the departure of the ships 
from Tarrytown had reached the Convention, that body 
had provided for the removal of "all Provisions and 
" other Stores, as well private as public property, which 
" were stored in places within the district of Peekskill 
'' and so situated as to be in danger of being taken by 
" the enemy," " to such places of safety as the Sub- 
*' committee of Peekskill shall think proper ;" and 
when the information of the departure of the ships 
was received from Lieutenant-colonel Hammond, 
the Convention very promptly despatched Colonel 
Pierre Van Cortlandt and Zephaniah Piatt, the former 
a Deputy from Westchester- county and the latter one 
from Duchess-county, " to the Highlands, in order to 
" call out such Militia as they may think necessary for 
''the defence and security of this State; to direct 
" their stations ; to reinforce the garrisons of Forts 
''Montgomery and Constitution, if expedient; and to 
" supply such forces as may be called out or to ap- 
" point proper persons for that purpose;" at the same 
time, promising Continental pay and rations to the 
Militia who should be thus employed; and advancing 
five hundred dollars, to be disposed of in procuring 
Provisions for the forces who should thus be called 
into active service.' The Convention further signified, 
at the same Session, its determination to protect the 
State, as far as it could do so, by ordering into imme- 
diate service, one-fourth of the entire body of Militia 
of the Counties of Westchester, Duchess, Orange — 
which then included what is now known as Rockland 
— and Ulster-counties, " for the defence of the liber- 
" ties, property, wives, and children of the good peo- 
'' pie of this State ; and as, at this busy season of the 
" year, the service may be inconvenient to many of 
" them, each man be allowed twenty dollars, as a 
" Bounty, with Continental pay and subsistence, and 
" be continued in the service until the last day of 
" December next, unless sooner discharged." At the 
same time, the men to be raised in Westchester and 
Duchess-counties were ordered to repair, immediately, 
to Peekskill ; General Washington was requested to 
appoint an ofiScer to take command of all the levies 
to be raised, on both sides the river ; to designate 
what stations they should occupy ; and to nominate 
two Deputy Commissaries for the troops, on each side 



i Lientenant-colond Hammond to the Oonventkm, "Tarrytown, July 
**16, 1776;" General CUnton to General Wathington^ "Fobt MontoOm- 
"BRY, July 23, 1776." 

^Jonntal of the OonvetMon^ " Friday momlag, July 16, 1770." 
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of the river; aod those who were already in the 
service, from Orange and Ulster-counties, were order- 
ed to be posted in the Highlands, to guard the defiles, 
therein, which w^ere westward from the Hudson -river, 
as General Clinton should direct. The provisions of 
these enactments were completed by the appointment 
of Colonel Thomas Thomas as the Colonel-command- 
ing and Ebenezer Purdy as the Major, of the troops 
which were to be drawn from Westchester-county '— ^ 
an appointment of Colonel which was made in the 
hurry of the moment and under a misapprehension, 
the Convention having erroneously supposed Colonel 
Thomas was the senior Colonel of the Westchester- 
county Militia, whereas the seniority rested on 
Colonel Drake ; and which Election, subsequently, 
produced a serious rupture in the military circles of the: 
County, and between the two rivals and their respec- 
tive friends,^ since Colonel Thomas resolutelv retained 
the authority which he had thus received by mistake.* 
A guard of fifty men was also provided for the pro- 
tection of the public stores of Provisions, at or near 
Peekskill ; * and the Commissioners for building the 
Continental Ships, at Poughkeepsie, were requested 
to exert their utmost abilities and attention to defend 
those Ships from the hostile attempts of the enemy, 
and, if nothing else, to preserve the Oak-plank, Rig- 
ging, and other Stores from falling into his hands.^ 

In the afternoon of the same day, [July 16, 1776,] 
the Convention appointed a secret Committee '' to de- 
" vise and carry into execution such measures as to 
'^ them shall appear most effectual for obstructing 
" the channel of Hudson's-river, or annoying ,the en- 
'* emy's ships in their navigation up the said river ; 
^* and that this Convention pledge themselves for de- 
" fraying the charges incident thereto.'' That Com- 
mittee was composed of John Jay, of the City of New 
York, Robert Yates, of Albany-county, Major Chris- 
topher Tappen, of Ulster-county, William Paulding, 
of Westchester-county, and Robert R. Livingston and 
Gilbert Livingston, both of Duchess-county. At the 
same time, a messenger was ordered to be sent to Grov- 
ernor Trumbull for the purpose of requesting him 
to order the forces of western Connecticut to be called 
out, for the further support of those who were occu- 
pying the passes in the Highlands ; ' a Resolution, 



1 Jourual of the Conventwnf " Fridaj morning, July 16, 1776." 

* Journal of the Convention^ *'Die Lanie, 9 ho., A.M., July 22, 177G ;" 
the mme, '* Die Lunsp, 4 ho., P.M., July 22, 1776 ; " Colonel Joteph' 
Drake to the CouvenUon, *' Whitk Plains, 23 July, 1776 ; " the eame to 
(ieneral Morrie, "New Rochel, July 24, 1776 ','" the same to the Conven- 
tUm, "New Ruchblle, 6 August, 1776." ' 

^Preatnble and Reeoluiion of the ConvetUionf **Die Lanio, 4 ho., P.M.,i 
"July 22, 1776." 

* The Convention to Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt^ "Im Convention of 

'•the BEPRE8ENTAT1VES OF THE StATE OF NeW-YoRK, WhITE PLAINS, 

"July 16, 1776." 

^ The CoHvettUoH to Jaeobu* Van Zandt^ in hu absence^ to the Capltiint 
Lawrence and Tuder^ or either of them, at Poukeepaie^ ' * In Convention 
"of the Repre8entativf^ of the State of New- York, White Plains, 
"July 16, 1776." 

''It appean that it was subsequently oonsidered advisable to send ai 



requesting *' all Magistrates and other officers of jus- 
" tice in this State, who were well affected to the liber- 
** ties of America, until further orders, to exercise their 
** respective offices," was adopted; and the Convention 
also adopted Resolutions declaring that ''all persons 
"abiding within the State of New York and deriving 
" protection from the Laws of the same, owe Allegiance 
" to the said Laws, and are members of the State ; that 
" all persons passing through, visiting, or making a 
" temporary stay in the said State, being entitled to 
" the protection of the Laws, during the time of such 
" passage, visitation, or temporary stay, owe, during 
" the same time. Allegiance thereto ; and that all 
" persons, members of or owing Allegiance to this 
" State, as before described, who shall levy War 
" against the said State, within the same, or be adher- 
" ent to the King of Great Britain or others the ene- 
" mies of the said State, within the same, giving to 
" him or them, aid and comfort, are guilty of Treason 
" against the State, and being thereof convicted, shall 
" suffer the pains and penalties of Death !" ' The 
Convention also " earnestly recommended to the Gen- 
" eral Committees of the Counties and the Sub-Coui- 
" mittees in the Districts of the several Counties in 
" this State, immediately to apprehend and secure all 



Conimittfle of the CouventioD, Instead of a letter by the hands of a 
Measenger ; and Colonel John Broome, of New York City, and William 
Buer, of Charlotte-county, wore selected for that purpose. {General 
Washington to the President of the Continental Cougrew, " New York, 19 
"July, 1776." ) 

7 These Besolntions are almost identical with other Resolutions, of the 
same tenor, which had been adopted by the Continental Congress, on 
the twenty-fourth of June preceding;, {cUlepagee 179, 180, anU;) but, be- 
cause of the subsequent abrogation of all the Laws of the Colony, and 
because no other Laws had been enacted, even provisionally, to take 
their places, the truth was, that, on the day of the adoption of those 
Resolutions, by the Convention, tlioro were no Laws, of any kind, in 
force, within the Stat<>, nor any Courts to try ofTenden, of any kind; 
and the Resolutions were, therefore, practically, mere buncombe, mean- 
ing nothing. 

But the ridiculousness of the Resolutions was not confined to their 
allusions to Laws which had beeu formally abrogated and to Courts 
which had been as formally aboLshed. Obedience to the Laws, had 
there been any Laws, would have been truly due ftt>m every one 
within the limits of the State ; but that whs something which was 
entirely distinct from Allegiance, which was not due to the Laws 
but to the Sovereign to whose supreme authority the person ¥ra8 
legally sul^ect, and from whom oven the Laws themselves, had there 
been any, had derived all the authority which they could have pos- 
sibly possessed. Treason has always consisted, aud still consiirts, of 
something etee than a mere misdemeanor or a simple felony ; and 
the sul^ect of another Sovereign, although a violator of the lex lociy to 
which he properly owed obedienoe, oould not, then nor since, have been 
legally tried and convicte<l of Treason, for any such violation of the local 
Law, in the State of New York or elsewhere, else, under these Roeolo- 
dons, every officer and soldier of the Royal Army, whether British or 
Irish or German, who were within the State of New York, on and after 
the sixteenth of July, 1776, were Traitors "against the State/' liable 
to be tried for that very capital offence, and to "suffer the pains and 
" penalties of Death,'* therefor. 

The Convention, in its eagerness to secure the State, made itself 
ridiculous by the passage of such Resolutions, especially since it waa 
exercising despotic authority, unrestrained by any Law, and needed no 
such Resolution as a warrant for declaring any one, no matter whom, 
either with or without a reason, to have been a traitor, and to have hung 
and quartered him after the most approved (ashiou of despots, hadit 
inclined to have done so. 
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' such persons, whose going at large, at this critical 
** time, they shall deem dangerous to the Liberties of 
" this State ;" ^ and the measure of its zeal was filled 
by asking a loan from General Washington, for the 
payment of what it had undertaken to do, promising 
to " take the earliest care to replace what nothing 
" but urgent necessity would have induced it to bor- 
" row ;" by requesting him to send an immediate sup- 
ply of Ammunition for the troops who were already 
in motion and " but ill-supplied " with that very nec- 
essary article ; by expressing a fear to him that the 
enemy would attempt *' to cut off the communication 
" between the City and country, by landing above 
•' Eingsbridge," and its desire to " have some force 
" ready to hang on his rear, in case such a step should 
" be taken ;'' and by suggesting to the General, also, 
that if Governor Trumbull would form a Camp of six 
thousand men, at Byram-river, the westernmost limit 
of Connecticut, any designs which the enemy might 
have, to land above Kingsbridge, would become " ex- 
" tremely hazardous." ^ 

While the Convention was thus bravely and, gener- 
ally, with excellent judgment, employed in making 
preparations for a vigorous and effective resistance, 
whatever the purposes of the enemy may have been, 
General Clinton, then at Fort Montgomery, as we 
have already seen, not only welcomed one of the en- 
emy's tenders, which was beating up the river, taking 
soundings as she went, with a thirty-two pound shot, 
which caused her to put about and run down the 
river, to the place where the ships had anchored ; but 
he also made preparations for the removal of all the 
goods, from the storehouses, and all the Cattle, Sheep, 
etc., from the farms which were contiguous to the 
river, to places of safety ; and, on the following day, 
[July 17, 1776,] he went down with a force sufficiently 
strong to do what he had proposed ; successfully re- 
moved what had not yet been removed by others; 
and lefl one hundred and eighty Militia, under the 
command of a prudent officer, to oppose any attempt 
which might be made to effect a landing or to open a 
communication with the shore.* 

On the same day, \_July 17, 1776,] the Bose and one 
of the tenders ran up the river, the former within 



^JiMnuU of the Oonveutiou^ "Tueod&y afternooD, 16 July, 1776." 
9 The OouvenlioHto Getteral WMlUHtftoH^ " White Plains, July 16, 1776." 
Of the laatruanuKl excellent suggestion. General Washington subse- 
quently wrote, * * * "but I did not think myself at liberty to 
** urge or request his" [Qoreruor Trumlfttirt] ** interest in forming the 
** Camp of six thousand men, as tho levies, directed by Congress, on th<' 
" third of June, to be furnished for the defense of this place, by that 
*' Government, are but little more than one-third come in. At the same 
" time, the proposition I think a good one, if it could be carriinl into 
** execution. In case the enemy should attempt to effect a landing 
** above Kingsbridge and to cut off the conimuuicatlou between this 
"City and the country, an Army to hang on their rear would di8tres.t 
** them exceedingly." {General Washington to the Pre»ideiU of the Conti- 
neaUd Vongrtaa, " Nkw York, 19 July, 1776.") 

See, also, the Generars unusually warm approval of the project, in his 
letter to the Convention, " Hbav-quastkrs, New York, July 19, 1776." 

* Qeueral George Cliutfrn tu General WathingtoUf **F0KT MoMTOOMERY, 
"July 23, 1776." 



three miles of Fort Montgomery; plundered the 
house of a poor man — taking, among other things, '' a 
" handkerchief full of Salad and a Pig so very poor 
" that a crow would scarcely deign to eat it" — setting 
the house on fire, when it was left ; and then, return- 
ing to the place where the tender had run aground, 
in the morning, cast her anchor, where, on the fol- 
lowing day, the Phce nix joioed her.* 

The purposes for which these vessels were sent up 
the river have never been satisfactorily explained ; 
and where historians have referred to the movement 
at all, they have generally lefl the subject imperfectly 
told. General Howe, in his first despatch on the mat- 
ter, informed the Home Government that he had 
'' submitted to Admiral Shuldham's consideration the 
" propriety of sending a naval force up the North- 
" river, above the Town of New York, with a view to 
" distress the rebels on that Island, by obstructing 
*' supplies coming down the river, and other good 
*' consequences dependent upon that measure, which 
** meeting with his approbation, orders are given for 
" two ships, one of forty and another of twenty guns, 
" to proceed upon that service, the first favorable op- 
'' portunity ; and I flatter myself that these ships, 
*'more than which cannot be spared at present from 
" the protection of the transports, will prove of suffi- 
"cient force to support themselves against all at- 
" tempts of the enemy, from the upper river, and to 
" answer the purposes for which they are intended," * 
from which it will be seen that it was a naval move- 
ment made for a purely military purpose, originated 
by the General-in-chief of the Army ; and, it is 
said, unwillingly acquiesced in, by the Admiral." 

It was said by General Howe, as we have seen, that 
the purpose was to cut ofi^ the supplies, for the City, 
which were brought down the river ; but he also 
said, it will be remembered, there were "other good 
" consequences dependent upon that measure," of the 
character of which " consequences " he prudently said 
nothing. If, among those " other good consequences," 
it was intended to cut off the communication, by wa- 
ter, between New York and Albany and, therefore, 
between the Army on the northern frontier and the 
main Army, at the former place, as General Washing- 
ton suspected,' that would have been a well-devised 



* General George (liutoH to GeuertU WaehingUmf "Fort Montoombry, 
"July 23,1776." 

The sworn statement of Jacob Hallsted, the owner of the property 
carried away or destroyed, which is a well-told narrative of some of the 
evils attendant on every W^ar, may be seen in Uie Historical Mauu- 
gcripls^ etc.: MtfceUaueoug FuperSy xxxv., 77. 

^General Howe to Lord George Germaine^ "Statkn Island, 8 July, 
"1776." 

^ The direct authority for this statement has been mislaid ; but a con- 
firmation of it may he seen in General Howe's statement, in his despatch 
to Lord George Gemuiine, (" Statbn Island, 8 July, 1776,") that no 
more than the Phccuix and Koae could have been spared, at that time, 
from the protection of the transports, even for the important service in 
which thoee two ships were employed. 

7 General Washington to John Auyuetiue Washingtou, " New-York, 22 
"July, 1776." 
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purpose, since the same movement which would have 
cut the line of communication between the two Armies, 
would, also, have cut off the supplies intended for the 
City. It was feared, also, by Oeneral Washington,^ that 
troops were on board, intended for the seizure and 
occupation of the passes in the Highlands ; and it 
was also supposed, by the same vigilant commander,' 
that Arms, for the use of those who were inclined to 
declare for the King, were carried up the river, by 
these ships and by their tenders. 

The success of the expedition, in the purpose for 
which General Howe said it was principally sent out 
— ^to cut off the supplies for the City — was unques- 
tionable ; but if that had been the real and principal 
purpose of the movement, in view of its complete suc- 
cess, the ships would not have been withdrawn after 
so short a stay — ^the command of the river, for such a 
purpose only, would have been just as useful, perma- 
nently, as it had been during the short period of their 
limited stay on the river. There must, therefore, 
have been ^' other good consequences dependent on 
*' that measure ;'' and we are not inclined to admit that 
any Arms were aboard the ships, for the equipment of 
Westchester-county Loyalists, nor that any design 
against the Highland passes was on the programme 
of their proposed operations — we incline, rather, to 
the belief that only ostensibly were those ships sent 
up the river to cut off the supplies ; and that, really, 
they were sent up to sound, not only the river but the 
inhabitants of the Philipsborough and the Cortlandt 
Manors, on the eastern bank of the river, and, to some 
extent, those of Orange-county, below the mountains, 
on the western bank, as to their disposition to declare 
themselves favorable to the Royal cause. The vigi- 
lance with which the Westchester-shore of the river 
was generally watched and the extreme backwardness 
of even those who had been outraged by the County 
and Town Committees, to abandon their families and 
their homes, even in retaliation or because of their 
honorable loyalty to their Sovereign, were so pain- 
fully evident, however, that General Howe became 
convinced that if " the Militia of Westchester-county 
" could not be depended on," in the revolutionary 
interest, it was equally untrustworthy, in the interest 
of the King; that the farmers of Westchester-county 
were reliable, mainly, in their love of their respective 
homes; that they desired nothing more than a peace- 
ful occupation of their respective farms ; and that he 
need not expect any military co-operation from them. 
He learned the lesson, faithiiilly ; and no one who 
reads what he subsequently wrote,' no one who studies 



1 General WaahutgUm to Julm A«gu9tine WMhingtonf "N'tw-ToRK, 22 
"July, 177«." 

s Ibid. 

* la his published Despatches to the Home OoTernmeiit, while he held 
the chief commaDd of the Anny in America, and in his Narrative in a 
Committee of the House of Commons, relative to his Conduct, etc., ei^ 
pecially in his Observaiiout upon a pamphlet etUiUed Letters to a Noble- 
man, Oeneral Howe told the story of his greet expection of active co- 
operation, ill the Jitld, from those who favored the Boyal cause ; of the 



what he subsequently did, concerning the alleged loy- 
al element of the country, will fail to trace the spirit 
of both his words and his actions, back to the teach- 
ings of that not unprofitable expedition of the Phoenix 
and the Rose into the western waters of Westchester- 
county. 

Whatever may have been the real purposes of the 
expedition, the eastern shore of the river was so well 
guarded that no attempt was made to land, in force, 
for any purpose, on the Westchester-county side of it, 
nor was there any open communication between the 
ships and the inhabitants of that County, although 
it is known that frequent communications were effect- 
ed, secretly and in the night, with some of the in- 
habitants of the Cortlandt Manor* — ^it is not pretended 
by any one, that any Loyalist, from either of the three 
Counties of Orange, Westchester and Duchess, sought 
refuge on board of either of the ships. The river 



asBUFances, to that effect, which he received from Governor Tryon and 
others ; of the measures adopted by himself, under the nioet favorable 
circumstances ; and of the bitter disappointment which he had experi- 
enced, in every Instance. 

As the inhabitants of Staten Island, and those of Queens, Westchester, 
and Duchess-con nties were supposed to have been especially conserva- 
tive and, consequently, had been most terribly outraged by the domi- 
nant faction, it w^as reasonably supposed, by those who were fietmiliar with 
the facts, that retaliation if not loyalty would induce these, especially, 
to declare against those who had oppressed and outraged them ; but the 
peaceful disposition of the farmers of lower Orange and Duchess and 
Westchester-counties, their simple domestic habits and oontrollingloveof 
home, and their almost universal contentment with their old-time prus- 
perity and comfort and happiness, were not taken into consideration ; 
and, as the expedition of the Phoenix and tlie Rote ascertained and as 
General Howe subsequently learned, these were more powerful than any 
other consideration— the farmers referred to, preferred to endure the 
hardships to which they might be subjected, td home^ instead of aban- 
doning their homes and wives and children, of throwing themselves into 
what would have been new and untried associations and methods and ex- 
periences, and of being subjected to other hardships, in the field or m 
garrieonsy as severe, if not more severs, as tlioee fh>ni which they would 
have thus escaped. 

General Howe very well said, after experience had taught him the 
facts, '*Much might be said upon the state of loyalty and the principles 
"of loyalty, in America. Some are loyal from principle ; man^ from in- 
" terest ; maMg from resentment ; mofiy wish for peace, but are IndifTer- 
"ent which side prevails ; and there are otAerv who wish success to Great 
"Britain, from a recollection of the happiness they ei^oyed under her 
"government." {(HiKarvatinns upon a pamphlet eiilUled Letters to a No- 
bleman, 39.) 

Although there may have been individuals among the farmers of 
Westchester-county who, under this clussiflcation, were '* loyal from 
"principle" or from "interest" or from "resentment," there can be 
very little doubt that the mass of those farmers were loyal, as fi&r as they 
were loyal in any degree, because of their desire for peace, no matter 
fl'om whom it might come, and because of their recollection of the hap- 
piness they had enjoyed under the Colonial Government. 

They practically Illustrated the theory of the party of the Opposition 
to the Home Government, with whom they had been, generally, in har- 
mony—" Let rs ai»sk." 

4 enteral Waithuujton to John AnguMne Washingtiony '* New Tokk, 22 
"July, 1776." 

Therb is not known to have been any communication between the 
Westchester-county bank of the river and the ships, while the latter re- 
mained on their lower anchorage-ground, except those referred to on 
page 2()8, ante ; but, sulMiequently, while the ships were off the Cortlandt 
Manor, their boats as we shall see, were very active, during every night ; 
and it is known the ships were visited by some of the neighboring in- 
habitants. The guards were less vigilant, in the upper part of the County, 
than they had been, near Tarrytown. 
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was carefully sounded, as far as the tenders went ; ^ 
the inhabitants, especially those on the western bank 
of the river, were widely robbed, and, sometimes, 
their houses were burned ; ^ and the line of communi- 
cation, between the City and the upper portions of 
the country, was effectually cut ; ^ but, if the purpose 
had been merely to cut off* the supplies, since the sup- 
plies of the City which were taken from Westchester- 
county, were drawn, during the harvest-season, only 
in very limited quantities and those from only the near- 
by farmers, possessing only limited means, the ships 
were anchored too far up the river; and that par- 
ticular purpose of the expedition must have been, to 
some extent, defeated, by the mistake of the officer 
commanding it. 

The Militia who were ordered out for the protection 
of the storehouses and the passes in the Highlands, 
responded with great promptitude,^ so much so, in- 
deed, that General Washington was warranted in 
calling to the main Army some Massachusetts troops 
who had been sent to that vicinity ; ^ and the vessels 
dropped down and anchored "a little below Ver- 
''planck's Point,'' and ceased to make any attempt to 
effect a landing, anywhere.^ 

On the twenty-sixth of July, the ships were said to 
have dropped down the river, still further,'^ probably 
to the mouth of the Croton-river ; * and it is very 
evident they fell down to their original station, off 



I General Clitttoa to General Wathingtou^ *' FOBT Montuomkry, July 
"23,1776." 

S Colonel A.Hawke* Hay to General WoBhingloUt " Havkiutraw, July 
**19, 177t);" Ot'Heral ClutUtn to General Watthiugtou^ "Fort Mont«}OM- 
" EBY, July 23, 1776 ; ^* Extract from a letter ilated nl Fort Monttjoinery^ 
July 23, 1776, in Force'H American ArrhivM, V , i., 540. 

» Jonrnal of the OunPentUm^ •' Thuraday morning, July 18, 1770 ; " Gen - 
eral Wiuhinylou to Joiui Auyuttuu WashMyUtUf " Mew York, 22 July, 
•M770." 

* Pierre Van Ourthindt and Zeplumiak PUtty Junr. to the C\ynvetdion, 
** Peekskill, July 18, 1770." 

^ General Wa»ltinijton to the GonvenHon^ " HeAD-QUARTERH, New York, 
"July 19, 1776." 

^ Pirrre Van Cortlandt and ZepJuiniaJi Platte Jnnr. to the Couveutum^ 
*• Peekskill, July 22, 1776." 

7 Memoire of Mtyor-ffeneral lieiUit^ 50. 

'i^IHerre Van (Ji>rtiandt and Xeplianiah PUUt^ Junr. to the Convention^ 
•• Hbaikiuarterm, Mouth of Croton, Augt. 2, 1776.'' 

On thetwenty-sixtli of July, Junhua, son of ('aleb Ferrifs — a member 
of the County Committee, during 1775-0— M'ent on board the Phtxnix^ 
remaining all night ; and Philip Schurmun— who had been In Boston, 
while the Royal Army had occupied the Town ; who had been taken 
prisoner, by the AmericanB; and who had been released by reason of per- 
Honal influence of his friends— Frederic Secore, "one Bailey,""' and 
Lewis Purdy, " from Croton River," are aldo known to have gone to the 
same ship, on that day or subsequently. {Examinatione of Jo$hua Fetru^ 
HiiUorical Manuecr^^ etc. : Mitcellaueom Papert^ xxxv., 60, 85.) 



* On Sunday night, the twenty-eighth of July, bocanse the New Eng- 
land troops had gone away, on the preceding day, leaving the river-lino 
unguarded, the boats from the ships went ashore, "at one Bailey's," 
near the mouth of Groton-river ; ** went back, half a mile ; and drove ofT 
" a pair of oxen, two cows, one calf, one heifer, and eleven sheep : no 
"doubt had the assistance of some Tories, on shore." {Pierre Van 
OorUandl and Zephaniah PlaU^ Junr.^ to iJie CoHvention^ " Head qitartbrs, 
" Mouth of Cboton, Augt 2, 1770.") 

Was the Bailey, at whose houHe the landing was thus made, the same 
Bailey who was seen on board the Phoenix^ a few days afterwards ? 



Tarrytown, during either the second or third of 
August.* 

In the meantime, while the ships were thus alarm- 
ing nearly every one, by their movements up 
the riFer, General Washington, notwithstanding his 
multitude of other cares, promptly adopted measures 
for securing the removal of those unwelcome visitors 
from the waters of the Hudson. Immediately after 
their successful passage up the river, the General 
wrote to the Governors of Connecticut and Rhode Is- 
land, for the use of some of the galleys which those 
States had built ; and, on the twenty-fourth of July, 
he wrote to the Convention of New York, telling it 
what he had done ; that he was in expectation, ''every 
''hour," that three or four of those galleys would reach 
the City of New York ; that he had one, already ; 
that if any measures were being taken for attacking 
the ships, in which these galleys could be usefully 
employed, to let him know ; and that, " if not others 
'' wise materially engaged," he should be glad to co- 
operate with them, and to furnish any assistance 
which the galleys could give.^° The reply of " the 
"Secret Committee" of the Convention, to whom 
this portion of the General's letter was referred, has 
not been found ; but the tenor of it may be seen in 
the fact that two of the galleys went up the river, on 
the twenty-eighth of July, and three or four more on 
the first of August; ^^ and that they probably "ran into 
"shoal water and creeks, whence they could warp out, 
" at certain times of tide, and annoy the shipping." " 
On the afternoon of the third of August, these 
galleys — bearing the names, respectively, of Wash- 
ingion^ Lady Washington^ SpitfirCy Whiting, Indepen- 
dence^ Crane f and an unnamed whaleboat — boldly at- 
tacked the ships, at their anchorage ; and as this early 
naval conflict occurred in the waters of Westchester- 
county, we make room for the contemporary account 

of it: 

"Tarrytown, (Sunday morning,) August 4. 
" Sir : 

" I have just opportunity to inform you that, 

" yesterday, at one o'clock, P.M., the galleys attacked 

" the Phcpnix and the Rose^ off Tarrytown. 

" The I^iody Washington fired the first gun on our 

" side, in answer to one received from the Phcenix : 

" this first shot from us entered the Phcenix, The 

" Washingtoiiy galley, on board of which the Commo- 

" dore's flag was hoisted, then came up within grape- 

" shot of the ships, and singly sustained their whole 

" fire, for about a quarter of an hour, before any other 

" of our vessels took a shot from her (the tide wasting 

" them more than the pilots expected to the eastern 

"shore; and the Ijody Washington falling back to 



* Compare the letter of Pierre Van Cortlandt and Zephanlah Piatt, 
Junr., of the second of August, with the reports of the eng^agement be- 
tween the galleys and the ships, off Tarrytown, on the evening of the 
next day. 

10 General Wathingion to the Convention^ " New-Yohk, July 2i, 1776." 

11 Memoire of M<yor-{ffneral Heathy 61. 
"[UairsJ Ifwtory of the Ctrl/ War in America, 186. 
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take her station in the line, according to orders). 
The Spitfire advanced, in a line with the Washing- 
tan ; and, with her, behaved well. 
** We had as hot a fire as, perhaps, was ever known, 
for an hour and a half. The Washingt^ny which I 
was on board, during the whole engagement, had 
the ledgings of her bow-guns knocked away, which 
prevented our working them, and was otherwise 
considerably damaged, being thirteen times hulled, 
had three shot in the waist, many of her oars car- 
ried away, etc, 77ie Lady Washington, after hulling 
the Phfpnix six times, had her bow, and only, gun, 
a thirty- two-pounder, on which we placed much 
dependence, split seven inches, and her gun-tackles^ 
and breechings carried away. The Spitfire wat* 
hulled, several times, and received one shot between 
wind and water, which, not being quickly disco v*^ 
ered, occasioned her making much water. The rest 
of the galleys received considerable damage in their 
rigging, sails, and oars.^ Under these circumstances, 
our CommcMlore, Colonel Tupper, thought it pru- 
dent to give the signal for our little fleet to with- 
draw, after manfully fighting a much superior force, 
for two hours. 



1 It win be Men that rery little was aaid, in this Report, of the opera 
tioDS of the OoDoectlcut galleys, the Ooim and the Whiting : the follow- 
ing correspondence will remedy that defect: 



ii 



Mkw-Havbn, October 14, 1776. 



•' SiE : 

" By Captain Tinker am informed of the misfortune and situation of 
"the row-galleys sent into the Continental service fh>m this State ; and 
" as circnnistancoe are altered, respecting them, since my last to you, on 
** the subject of dismissing their crpws and arms, must again request your 
"attention to that matter, that the crew of the Otoim, Captain Tinker, 
" who escaped, may be dismissed, and be admitted to return to the em- 
" ploynient of this State ; and that if the crews of the other two galleys 
"can be of no ftirther service to yon, they, likewise, may be dismissed ; 
" of one or both, as yon see fit, as we can employ them to advantage on 
" board our armed vessels, flttiug out, into which service they are desir- 
** ous of entering. 

** The galleys being employed In the service of the Continent, are es- 
" teemed to be at the Continental car* and risk. 

"This State readily submits to your Excellency's directions what ia 
requisite and proper relative to the men and their arms. 
" I am, with esteem and respect, 

" Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

"JOKTH. TRrMBULL. 
"To HiB EXCBLLKNCY GSNERAL WaSHINOTON." 

II. 

" Hka ivgu A kTKss, October 18, 1776. 
"Sia: 

" The very critical state of our Army and frequent movements of the en- 
" emy render it almost impossible for the General to write, himself, with- 
" out neglecting more important duties. He, therefore, directs me toan- 
" swer your letter of the 14th, and to say that the Captains of the galleys 
" from your State have misbehaved, invariably,from the first moment they 
** came, to the time of their departure fhim hence, about a week ago ; 
** that the accumulation of bnsinei« and a hope that they would retrieve 
" their reputation, prevented your having an earlier information of their 
" behaviour. They are now under the sentence of a Court Martial for 
" misbehaviour, in the first attack made on the ships in the North River ; 
"and on every other occasion, since, have manifested such want of 
" Hpirit and Judgment as to be despised by the whole Army. . . . 
" I am. Sir, by his Excellency's command, 
" Your roost obedient, humble servant, 

"Joseph Rkbo, A^fukuUrgenerttL" 
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''Never did men hehave with more firm, deler* 
''mined spirits, than our little crews; one of our tart, 
"heing mortally wounded, cried to his meas^mate, 'I 

am a dying man : revenge my blood, my boys, and 

carry me alongside my gun, that I may die there.' 
"We were so preserved by a gracious Providence, 
" that in all our galleys, which consisted of six, we 
" we had but two men killed and fourteen wounded, 
" two of which are thought dangerous. We hope to 
" have another touch at these Pirates, before they 
" leave our river, which Grod prosper. 

" P. S. The following are the particulars of the 
"galleys, with their killed and wounded, viz.: the 
*' Washington, Captain Hill, four wounded ; the Whit- 
*'ing, McCleave, one killed, four wounded; the S^nt" 
"fire, Grimes, one killed, three wounded ; the Orant, 
" Tinker, one wounded ; on board a whaleboat, two 
" wounded." ' 

It appears that one, Anderson, had proposed ascheme 
to the Continental Congress for destroying the 
British fleet, then lying in the harbor of New York, 
with fire-ships ; and he had been officially recom- 
mended to General Washington, by the President of 
the Congress, with a request that the experiment 
should be made.' The General had, accordingly, 
employed Anderson in constructing two fire- vessels ; 
and, on the eighth of August, they were sent up the 
river ,^ for the purpose of destroying a portion, at least, 
of the squadron which seems to have continued to 
occupy its anchorage, off Tarrytown, although, by 
some, it is said to have dropped down the river, to the 
vicinity of the Lower Yonkers. One of these vessels 
was commanded by Captain Fosdick, the other by 



* The Pmntylvauin Jcmmtd; and the WeMy Adcertiter^ No. 1757, 
Philadrlphia, Wednesday, August 7, 1776. 

For other accounts of this early naval action, see an Extract of a letter 
from New York^ dated August 4, 1776, in Force's Americtm Archiee*,Tltih 
Series, 1. 751 ; General WiuhiHgUm to the PreeideHt of ( bn^ssc, " Nkw-Torx, 6 
"August, 1776 ; '* The Pemuylcauia Ecuning Pm<, Volume II., No. 241, Phil- 
A DELPHI A, Tuesday, August 6, 1776 ; The OoHueclicut Oaaette and Uni- 
rerml hUelUgeneer^ Vol. II., No. 666, New-Lokimjn, Friday, August 16, 
1776; [IlalPs] Hietorg of the (HvU W<w in America, i., 186, who said 
" most of the galleys were ran on shore, and taken ; " Memoin of Gen- 
eral Hfoih, 51 ; Ramsay's Hietory of the Amerlctm RevtAnUou, Edit. Lon- 
don, 1791, 1., 298, a mere mention ; Allen's History of the Amerioan Ree- 
olutioH, Kdlt. Baltimore, 1K22, 1., 429 ; Wilson's liidory of the Amenoan 
/fnr(4ii/ioM, K<1. Baltimore, 1843, 157; Force's American Archieee, V., i., 
751 ; Irvlng's Ufe of Waehingtnti, Rllt. N«w York, 1856, 11., 299. 

No others of the many writem on the .\merican Revolution and Gen- 
eral Wastiington, as far as we have seen them, including Stedman, 
Humiy, AndrewH, Lamb, Marshall, Illldruth, Pitkin, Ijendrum, HInman, 
liossing, Bancroft. Oarrington, Ridfiath, etc., nor the local historian, 
Bolton, have paid the slightoHt attention to it. 

We learn from the records of the '* Oovernor and Council, or Conimit- 
"tee of War," of Connecticut, tha: the Whiling and the CroiM were 
owned by the State of Connecticut, and were, probably, those which 
were loane<lto(}eueral Washington ; that the Whiling was a new vessel, 
commanded by Captain John Mc(Ueave, was manned with fifty man, in- 
cluding her ofHcers, and armed with four cannon, taken from the Jlfi- 
tierra, eight swivels, and five mnsketn ; and that the Crane was also a 
new vessel, commanded by Captain Jehial Tinker, was manned with fifty 
men, including her officers, and armed with two Continental nine-pouiid* 
era, two three-pounders, eight swivels, and ten muskets. 

> Sparks's Writiugt of George Waehimgton^ iv., 19, note. 

^ Memoir* of General Heathy 51. 
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CaptaiD Thomas, both of theiti voluDtcers from the 
Army ; And they must have succeeded ia pasaing up 
(he river and ia being concealed, without h:<ving 
been teeD by the coeniy ; and no one, ashore, appears 
to have given the alightest information coaceming 

We are told theae vessels were sloops, ' probably 
such as ordinarily sailed on the North-river ; and that 
the night of the fourteenth uf August was appointed 
for the attempt to burn the ships; but, from some 
unexplained cause, without having aronved any sus- 
picion, however, the attempt was not, then, made.' 
Two nighte later, thatof the sixteenth of August, it was 
"pretty dark," and the tide was iilwo favorable ; and the 
mischief-ladeu h1ou|js were unmoored, and allowed to 
drift, with the tide, silently, up the river, toward their 
proposed victims. The Jtose'i tender is said to have 
been anchored as a look-out, ahead of the ships;' and 
Captain Thomas, without having been discovered by 
theeuemy, steered his sloop alon^ide of her; grappled 
her; and lighted bis fires. The flames from the burn- 
ing vessels afforded light to Captain Foedick, who, 
with very great ability, so directed hix sloop that she 
fell alongitideof the J'/i/i- iiL; &nd grap- 
pled her, notwithstanding every effort 
of seamanship, on board the ship, was 
made to prevent it. With her fires 
fiercely burning, the sloop continued 
alongside the Ptuenix, nearly a quarter 
of an hour, during whii.-h time the latter 
was also set on fire, in four places; and 
she was finally saved from total 
destruction, " almost miraculoualy," by a 
sailor who leaped, naked, on hoard the 
sloop, and, with an ane, '' disengaged the 
"chain of the grappling which had 
" linked the two vessels together," ' It 
is said,' very reasonably, thatthclow- 
ncM of the burning sloop, when alongside 
of the vastly larger frigate, prevented the 
more complete ignition of the latter ; and 
that, after the vessels had been separated, 
the sloop was sunk by her intended victim. We 
are told,' also, that, aa soon as she was disentan- 
gled fromtheburning sloop, "the f/upnic either cut 
"or slipped her cable; let fall her foresail; wore 
"around; and stood up the river; being immc- 
"dialely veiled from the spectators by the darkness of 
" the night ;" that " the Jiote and tbe other two 
" tenders remained at their moorings, although it was 

'IbW. 

' [Hairil MWnrj »/ (M CirU W.ir u Aiaeriai. I., 180, 



" said that one of the tenders was deserted by her 
"crew, for a time;" that the tender which was grappled 
by Captain Thomas was burned to the water's edge 
and was lowed to the shore, by the Americans,' hy 
whom one iron six-pound gun, two three -pounders, 
one two-pounder, t«n swivels, a caboose and apron, 
some gun-barrels, eutlafses, grapplings, chains, etc., 
were taken from the wreck ; and that the gallant 
crews of the fireships sustained neither loss nor 
injury, except in the instance of one man, who, in 
setting fire to bis vexstel, was considerably burned in 
his face, hands, etc., and in that of Captain Thomas, 
who, it was feared, perished in the attempt to fasten 
his vessel lo the tender which it destroyed or in 
making his escape, by swimming, as he waa not sub- 
sequently heard of As General Washington stated 
in the letter from which we derive the information, 
when writing of him, " his bravery entitled him to a 
" better fate." ' 

Notwithstanding the bravery and skill ofthose who 
conducted the firevessels and the considerable success 
which attended their efforts, it is said that the advan- 
tages gained would have been lai^ely increased had 



THE AMERICAN FIBESHlFe. 



(he galleys more actively co-operated with them ; and 
there was evidently some dissatisfaction displayed, 
because of that nautical backwardness;' but these 



lhr]lttUck,Uutlh 



olhsoiuMof IheluctlTltjofUis • 
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repeated attacks and the want of intercourse with 
the fleet and the perils to which they were exposed, 
prompted the commanders of the ships, on the eigh- 
teenth of August, less than forty-eight hours after the 
last attack had been made on them, to take advantage 
of a strong easterly wind and a very rainy morning, 
to run down the river, past the fortifications thrown 
up by the Americans, and to join the main body of 
the fleet, off Staten Island, a feat which was success- 
fully accomplished, without any considerable dam- 
age, " the air resounding with acclamations from the 
" fleet, re-echoed by the Army encamped on the 
" heights above,"^ as they came to the anchorage. 
During the period occupied in this early naval de- 



bebavior of the crews of all of them, "in the flnst attack made ou the 
"ships in the North River," for which they had been trie<I and cou- 
demuod by a Continental Oourt-niartial, that officer, writing "by his Kx- 
" cellency's commands," {vide page 214, ante) aaid uf tlie subwquent opera- 
tion of those galleys, " In the late affair, Ciiptain McCleave niiivt be ex 
" cepted from the general censure, as ho managed with prudence and 
"propriety. But Captain Tinker, with the wind at South, and on the 
** tide of Hood " [fUtftdof tide ?] "wlien the ships could move, left bis vessel, 
"though stationed as a guard, to go up to King's Bridge, after some 
" clothes, as he pretends. The consequence was, tliat, in the hurry and 
" confusion, and long before thny were in danger, tliey left the gal- 
" ley aground, though they might have burned or bilged her. The enemy 
"took possession of her, in half an hour ; and she, with the otiier, left 
" under the like circumstances, will probably prore the most formidable 
" force they can have, to oppose us, on the river. There was a place of 
" safety provided for the other galleys, which they might have got into, 
"as well as McCleave; but they passed It, in their hurry." {(imeral 
Waahington^ through the Ac^uUiut-general^ to Governor Trumbull^ ' Head- j 
"QUAKTEBS, October 18, 1776.") 

1 [Hall's] Hittory of the Ouril War in America, i., 187. 

Forothcraccountsof thisdaringfeat, in attempting to destroy these ships, 
and of the subsequent escape of the latter, see General Heitth to General 
Waihinglon, ** Kino's Bbiikjk, 17 August, 1776 ; " General Wa*hitt€jlon to 
the PreeideHt of Comgreu^ "Nbw-Yobk, August 17, 1776 ; " tlie mnue to 
Governor TrumhuU, "Nbw Yobk, August 18, 1776;" General HetiOi to 
General Wa»hingtou, " KiNu's Bhidoe, 18 August, 1776;" Ejrnminution 
of JonathoH Woitdntan and two othera, deeerterg, enclo»'d by Genertd Mer- 
cer to General Waehmgton, " Nbwabk, August 19, 1776 ; " Extruct from 
a letter dated " Nkw York, August 19, 1776," published In Force's Amer- 
ican .4rcWpc«, Fifth Series, i., 106(i ; Getu^al Heath to Gtmernl M'a»hiug- 
ton, " King's Bridok, August 20, 1776 ; " The I'euneylvanin Kirning Poet, 
Vol. II., No. 247, Philadelfhia, Tuesday, August 20. 1776 ; The Penn- 
»ylvania Jourual^'So. 1759, Piiiladeli'IIIa, Wednesday, August 21, 1776 ; 
The OonnectictU GazeUe and Unicersid Intelligencer , Vol. II., No. (567, New 
LONnoN, Friday, August 23, 1776; Memoitt of Genend Heath, o;j-55; 
Gordon's History of the American ReroliUion, ii., 'M)6 ; Force's Americttn 
Arohicea^y ., i., 983 ; Irving's Life of George Wanhiagton, ii., 306. 307 ; etc. 

What purports to have been copied from a contemporary drawing of 
the brilliant scene, made by Sir James Wallace, who had command of 
the Rose, on the occasion now under notice, may be seen iu The Manual 
of the OorporatioH of the OUg of New York for 1864, opposite page 672. 
It is understood to have been copied from the original drawing, in the 
British Museum ; and it has boon re-produced, in perfect fac-timiU, but 
reduced in size, for the illustration of this article. {Viilepnge 215, ante.) 

What the local historian of Wostchester-county possibly intended for 
a description of this daring attempt to destroy the shiiM, was in these 
words, taken ttvm his description of the property of the late Elgah 
Rich, near Yonkera: ** Here, in 1777, a memorable engagement took 
" place between the two British frigates, the Rtee and the Phuenir, which 
" lay off at anchor, and the gun-boats of the patriots which sallied out 
** of the harbor of Yonkers, having in tow a large tender filled with 
" combustibles, intending to run it alongside of tlie frigates. Th6 crews, 
" however, kept it off, by means of spars ; and a heavy Are of grape and 
"cannlster compelled the gun-boats and their brave crews to seek shelter 
"in the mouth of the Saw Mill. The year previous," he continued, 
" General Heath had been requested by the person in command of the 
"flroships, to be a spectator of the burning of theee vessels," quoting. 



monstration, so interesting to those of Westchester- 
county who lived near the line of the Hudson-river, 
neither of the great opposing powers, in the City of 
New York and on Long Island, on the one side, and 
on and around Staten Island, on the other, did any 
thing else than to strengthen their respective forces 
and prepare for the rapidly approaching contest. 
General Washington continued to strengthen his de- 
fences, both in the City of New York and on Long 
Island ; but the backwardness of the distant States, 
in sending reinforcements to the Army, not only 
caused a constant anxiety, at Head-quarters, but an 
alarm which extended beyond the lines of the Camp.^ 



in full, what General Heath, iu his Memnir/f, under the date of the six- 
teenth of August, 1776, U4i\ said of the attempt to destroy these ships, 
which is the subject of the narrative, in the text. {Uiatorg of Wfttchealer- 
counttf, original edition, ii., 459, 460 ; tJie same, second edition, ii., 627, 
628.) 

As it is more than probable that the ships, when they Mrere attacked, 
were off Tarrytown, instead of below Yonkers; as Yonkers, in 1777, was 
within the British lines, and so could not have afforded a rendezvous, iu 
the Saw-Mill-rivor, for American gun-boats and flroships, during that 
year ; as the Phtrnix and the Rose hud dropped down to the anchorage of 
tlie Royal Fleet, off Staten Island, on the elght*^nth of August, 17*^6, 
two days after the eiigngenient described in the text ; and as the au- 
thority whom he quoted, iu full, described the engagement, of whh.-h he 
was an eye-witness, as having taken place on the sixteenth of August, 
1776, it will be evident to the reader that the historian of Westchester- 
county, as well lis his ]HMthumous Editor, blundered. 

* In order that the reader iwiy understand the gravity of the subject, 
and be the better preiwred for the recital of the narrative of those stir- 
ring events which occurrefl within the succeeding month, we make 
room for the following : 

'* It gives us great pain to inform you that the aid received from our 
"sister States is very inadequate to our expectations, none of them hav- 
'* ing yet ciunpleted the levies directe<l by Congress, which leaves us 
"reason to fear that, instead of using every meaus that human wisdom 
"dictates, for ensuring success, we shall, (with inferior numbers,) on 
" the doubtful issue of a single battle, hazard the glorious cause for 
"which we have hitherto struggled." {The Convention of NetcY/trk to the 
Delegation from New York in the Otntinenlal Congress, " Harlem, 7th Au- 
"gu»t, 1776, A.M.") 

" It is our great misfortune that, at this importaut crisis, this State is 
"unable to nmke those exertions which the cause of America requires. 
"From the disaffection of some among ns; from the want of arms ; 
"from the exposed situation of Long Island and our frontiers ; from the 
"possession of one Couuty by the enemy ; and from the probability uf 
"our being calle<l upon to reinforce the northern Armj', we are unable 
" to add much strengtli to your Excellency's command, being, by the 
"several reasons above-mentioned, deprived of the assistance of iit4i« 
"Counties out of fourteen which compose this State. Noth withstanding 
"all these difficulties, we are determined to combat every obstacle and 
'* to strain every nerve in defense of the rights and liberties of America, 
" which we conceive to be most materially interested in the safety of this 
" Sttkte. By our Resolutions for ordering the several drafts made in the 
"Counties of Suffolk, Queens, Kings, Westchester, Duchess, Ulster, and 
"Orange, to the environs of New York, we hope, in about six days, to 
"add near three thousand men to your Amiy. 

" We lament, exceedingly, that we should have occasion to complain 
" of the languid efforts which the neighbouring States have made for 
" our assistance. From the zeal they professed for the public cause ; 
" from the vicinity of some of them to this invaded country ; and from 
" the dangerous situation in which Connecticut, Massachusetls, Penn- 
" sylvania, and Jersey must be in, should the enemy succeed in their 
"designs against this State, we expected the most strenuous and expe- 
*'ditious exertions. How great our concern [is] at finding so considera- 
" ble a deficiency in the establishment of this Army, your Excellency 
"may easily judge from the feelings of a patriotic iMsom, on the int- 
" poriance of the cause and the dangers to which it is, by tluwe means, 
"exposed. 

" We flatter ourselves, however, that this supineness will not be of 
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General Howe, on the contrary^ had been strength- 
ened, on the twelfth of July, by the arrival of his 
brother, Admiral Lord Howe, with the long expected 
reinforcements for the Royal Army ;^ and he brought, 
also, a Commission from the King, appointing his 
brother. General Howe, and himself ' to be Commis- 
sioners for granting pardons to those of the Ameri- 
cans who should ask for the clemency of the Sover- 
eign.' On the twelfth of August, the two fleets, 
under the convoy, respectively, of Commodore Ho- 
tham and the Repulse , met off Sandy-hook, and entered 

** any duration ; and that the Continental Gongfren will dexjae means of 
** affording the most expeditions and effectual aasistancA to presenre a 
*' State, the loss of which, fh>m its geographical situation and the poHti- 
"c^ charscter of too many of its inhabitants, would be almost fstal to 
*' the cause of American liberty.*' {The Ooiwmlion of New York to Ge»- 
end Waehmgton, **Harlkh, Augt. 9, 1776/') 

*' I am extremely concerned that the quotas of men to be furnished by 
**the neighboring States have proved so deficient The busy season 
"and harvest, to which it has been ascribed, being now over, in a great 
"degree, I flatter myself, from the seal they have heretofore manifested, 
** they will afford every possible assistance. They are well apprised of 
*' the importance of this State, in the present contest, and the necessity 
" of maintaining it against the attempts of the enemy." {Generai HVm^ 
ingUm to the OonvemlSon, ** Nbw-Yobk, Augnst 11, 1776.") 

How ill-founded General Washington's faith in the sincerity of the 
other States was, beyond the limits of their respective Individual inter- 
ests, has been duly recorded in history, is well-known to every intelli- 
gent reader, and need not be repeated, in this place. 

1 General Waehingtm to General Bckuyler^ " New ToKK, 16 July, 1776 ; " 
The Anmud Regieter /or 1776 : Hietory of Europe* 167 ; etc. 

Stedman, {Hulory of the Amerioan ITar, L, 191,) said the Admiral and 
his command arrived at Sandy-hook, on Cbe ftrtt of July ; but his error 
will be evident to every one. 

s As the remarkable influence which the General and the Admiral pos- 
sessed over the King, even under the most adverse circumstances, has 
been frequently noticed and very rarely explained, a passing notice of 
the reason fur that Influence may not be unwelcome to the reader. 

de Lancey, in his ^otst on Jones's Hietorjf of New- York during the 
Beeotutionary War, (i., 722,) has partly "let the cat out of the bag," by 
saying they **were sons of Emanuel Scrope Howe, second Viscount 
** Howe, by Hary Sophia, an illegitimate daughter of George I., by his 
" mistress, the Hanoverian Baroness Kllroansegge, and, consequently, 
**in point of fact, first cousins once removed of George III." Bnt our 
friend appears to have gone a little astray, since George III. was the 
great-grandson of George I. ; and the children of a daughter of the latter 
could hardly have been ** first cousins once removed" of the former. 
Besides, If our memory serves us correctly, the mother of the Howes, 
whomsoever she may have been, was a paramour of Frederic Lewis, son 
of George II., and father of George III., even after her convenient mar- 
riage with Viscount Howe ; and the very distinctive features and the 
pecullarphysical ailments of the two brothers, which they shared with 
the King, very clearly indicated whose oflbpring they were, although 
they were born in wedlock and were, therefore, nominally, Howes. 
They were, In fact, half-brothers of the King. 

* The extent of the authority of the brothers. Admiral and General 
Howe, as Commissioners for the restoration of Peace, in America, has 
been so variously stated, that the careful reader will do well to refer to 
their Commiflslon, which may be found in a most singular connection 
with a mass of papers concerning the Expedition commanded by General 
Burgoyne, which appear to have been laid before the House of Com- 
mons, early In 1778. (Almon's Parliamentat^ Hegieter, London : 1778, 
vlii., 308-312.) 

When Lord North, cloeely pinned in debate, declared that " taxation 
*' was not to be given up : it was to be enforced : but whether at present 
*- or hereafter was a point of policy which the Commissioners would 
" learn, on the spot, by atmnding the people upon the spot," there was 
point as well as wit In what Charles James Fox said, in reply : *' Aocortl- 
** log to the noble Lord's explanation. Lord Howe and his brother are 
" to be sent out as <ipv'«, not as CommlsslonerB, and If they cannot get on 
" shore, they are to aound upon the coests." {Dfhate* in the Houae of 
Qmmou$, May 22, 1770 : Almon's Purliamentary Begieter^ iv., 126.) 
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the harbor together, bringing another heavy rein- 
forcement to the Royal Army, as well as the much 
needed Camp-equipage ; ^ two days later, \^Augusi 14, 
1776,] Sir Peter Parker reached Staten Island, with 
the remains of the expedition which had been sent 
to Virginia and the Carolinas ; ^ and, at the same time, 
Lord Dunmore, " with the refugees and blackamoors 
" from Virginia," • and Lord William Campbell, re- 
cently Governor of South Carolina, also joined 
General Howe.^ Although General Howe made no 
mention of them, in his despatches to Lord George 
Grermaine, it is said the Royal Army was strength- 
ened, also, about the same time, by the accession of 
" several Regiments from Florida and the West In- 
" dies ; " ^ and, although about one half the German 
troops had not arrived — ^they were on the ocean, but 
were not immediately expected — ^the strength and 
discipline and appointments and spirits of the Army 
were greatly superior to those of the American Army, 
and reasonably promised greater success, in the 
field. 

The Convention of the State, during that period of 
suspense, removed back from the White Plains to 
Harlem, occupying the old Church-building of the 
Reformed Dutch Church ; ' and, nearer to the scene 
of the expected troubles, it provided for the protec- 
tion of the Hudson-river and Long Island Sound, 
where the enemy was expected to make a landing, in 
force, by ordering the entire Militia of Westchester- 
county to appear, with five days' provisions, to take 
possession of such points, on the river and Sound, as 
General Morris should regard as most exposed to the 
enemy ; to remain in service during ten days ; to re- 
ceive Continental pay and subsistence ; and that each 
man who should not have arms should bring with 
him a shovel, spade, or pickaxe, or a scythe straight- 
ened and fixed on a pole^° — ^the latter, not easily to 



* General Botee to Lord George GemuUne^ ** Staten Island, 16 Au- 
•' gust, 1776 ; " Annual Regiderfor 1776 : Hietory of Europe* 169 ; Mem- 
oirt of General Healhj 63 ; Gordon's History of the American Bevoluttont 
ii., 304, 306. 

6 General Howe to Lord George Germainef " Statin Island, 16 August, 
'<1776;" Governor Tryan to the same, '*Ship Ddchbss of Gordon, orr 
"Statkn Island, August 14, 1776,'* postscript, dated "August 16, 
** 1776 ; " Gordon's Hietory of the Amerieam BevchUion, ii., 306 ; etc. 

•Jones's Hielory of New York during the BeeobMonary War, L, 103. 

7 General Howe to Lord George GermahUf ** Staten Island, 16th 
"August, 1776.*' 

^Amtuai Begieter forine : Hietory of Europe^ 169 ; Gordon's Hietory of 
the American Bem>lulio% 11., 306. 

'That old Ohurch-edifloe occupied the Church lot, on the South side of 
the Great Way, or Church -lane, not far from the Harlem-river. As the 
Streets and Avenues now run, it was inside of the block bounded by the 
First and Second-avenues and One hundred and twenty-fourth and One 
hundred and twenty-flfth-streets, near the present intersection of the 
First-avenue and One hundred and twenty-fourth-street, as it has been 
described to us by our friend, James Riker, Esq., of Waverly, Kew 
York, the distinguished historian of Harlem, etc. 

The features of the old building may be seen in the View of Harlem 
from JHbrrtMiiia, copied fix>m the original drawing, In the British Mu- 
seum ; and reproduced in the JITawaaZ of (he Corporation of the City of 
New York for 1863, opposite page 610; and, again, on page 218 of this 
work, forthe illustration of this article. 

^0 Journal of the Coneention, "Die Sabbati, 4 P.M., Augt. 10, 1776." 
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be done, as any Westchester-counly farmer could 
ha^e told those Deputies by whom this order was 
made. As we have elsewhere stated,' KiD|^-county 
" determined not to oppose the enemy," althougli the 
latter had not made any attempt to occupy it; and 
the Convention, it will be remembered, made some 
rash movements toward crowding all who lived within 
that County into Htill greater acts of hostility against 
the Americaas. instead of inxpiriting them aod secur- 
ing their continued fealty l^i the State of which the>; 
were members. It provided for the removal of all 
which remained, of those Caunon which had been 
brought from the City and laid on the roadsides of the 
Conntyof Westchester— those which had been spiked 
and uuBpiked, guarded and left unguarded^ at such 
heavy cost, some months previously '^and (leneral 
Clinton was requested to have carriages made for such 
of those guns as he should consider necessary for the 
defenceoftheworks to thenorth ward of King's Bridge.'^ 
At the suggestion of General Washingtt 



because of "suspicions" which somebody had en- 
tertained concerning them, to the several County 
Committees, but in a tone of mildness which was re- 
markably unusual ; ' and, in other ways, endaavoring 
t<> serve the cause of the country — one of the most re- 
markable of the multitude of subjects which, at that 
time, crowded themselves before the Convention, for 
its consideration, was a letter from John Sleght, 
Chairman of the Committee of Kingston, " stating 
" tliat the wotnen surround the Committee- chamber, 
" and say, if they cannot have Tea, their huabands 
" and sons shall fight no more."* 

At length, every preparation for service in the field 
having been made, on Thursday, the twenty-second 
of August, the Campaign was opened. Had Lord 
Howe been despatched, with the heavy reinforcements 
which he brought, directly to New York instead of 
to Halifax — and, since it was known, in England, 
that New York would be the base of all the opera- 
tions of tbe Campaign, there was no other reason 



were taken for the removal of the women, children, 
and infirm persons, in the City of New York, to 
places of greater safety ; ° for obstructing the naviga- 
tion, in both the Huds<m and the Eaat-rivers, as well 
as in Buttermilk-channel, the latter separating Gov- 
ernor'e-island from Lung Island ;' providing for the 
temporary support of those who should be driven 
from their homes, by the enemy ; ' transferring the 
disposition of those whom it had cast into prison, 
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than the bad judgment of those, in England, who 
controlled the movements of the troops, that he was 
not thus sent — the Campaign could have been opened 
several weeks earlier, when General Washington was 
much less prepared to receive an enemy, and, therefore, 
when a complete success in the suppression of the Re- 
bellion was very much more promising; but that Al- 
mighty power which controlled all things, had other 
purposes ; and the cause of America was promoted by 
that remarkable blunder among those who opposed it. 
On the morning of Thursday, the twenty-second of 
August, as we have said, the active operations of the 



indfty luomtng, Augt 2fl, 1T7S." 
'Jminml af At (lB.ii™«o«,">looiUy iDorolng, AnjLW. 1T7«." 

ami to tbt DepuMUoD frum UIMtr conntj ; ud thai. > f*w melu 
iulwjueiill;. tlivd of vilting for (he Tw. " mobt, rmm diffsreal gsru 
'ortbccDUDtr;,'- went lo Ktogrton; bmk* dp«d lbs bulldlnp «lilch 
^nulikeil II : and, undonbledlji, balpsil Itacnuelvea and tb^t moUiMi 
md (Men ud wIvh ind dioghten tu shU wu tbw olBcUlj tilled 
'tbiil dfllaalnbls utlcls oiled Tea." 
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Royal Army were commenoed by the movement of 
the British Grenadiers and Light Infantry and the 
Hessians, or rather the German, Grenadiers, Light 
In&ntry, and Chasseurs — ^the last-named commanded 
by the Gonnt Donop — the whole numbering ^* not less 
" than four thousand men," ^ of the ^lite of the Army, 
the whole commanded by General 8ir Henry Clin- 
ton, to Gravesend Bay, near Coney-island, where, 
under the fire of three frigates and two bombketches,' 
the naval portion of the movement having been com- 
manded by Commodore Hotham, the entire detach- 
ment, with forty pieces of artillery, were landed, in 
two hours and a half, without meeting the slightest 
opposition from the Americans. This Division of the 
Royal Army having met with no resistance, the re- 
mainder of the Army and of theariiiiery — except two 
Brigades of Germans, under General de Heister, and 
another Brigade of Germans, a detachment of the 
Fourteenth Infantry, from Virginia, some convales- 
cents and some recruits, all of them commanded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Dalrymple, which were left for 
the protection of Staten Island — were also landed on 
Long Island, during the morning.' 

The purposes of this work do not require us to fol- 
low the immediately subsequent operations of the two 
Armies ; and the general knowledge which prevails 
concerning the disastrous " Battle of Long Island," 
made more disastrous by reason of " the obstinate, 
"self-conceited, inefficiency," if not by the criminal 
disobedience and n^lect, of General Israel Putnam ; 
concerning the remarkable retreat of the American 
Army, from Long Island, made more remarkable and 
successful through the nautical skill of Colonel John 
Glover and his Regiment of Marblehead fishermen ; 
concerning the successful occupation of the City of 
New York, by the Royal Army, made more suc- 
cessful by reason of the arrant cowardice of those 
who had been posted at Kip's-bay, for the pur- 
pose of obstructing any attempt which the enemy 
should make to effect a landing at that place, as 
well as by reason of the greater cowardice of the 
Brigade of Massachusetts troops, commanded by 
General Fellows, and that of the Brigade of Con- 
necticut troops, commanded by General Parsons, 
both of them, eight Regiments, in all, sent for the 
support of the small shore-guard ; concerning the 
successfiil evacuation of the City of New York, by 
the American Army, made more successful by the tact 
and hospitality of Mary Lindley Murray and by the 



1 [Hairs] Bi$tory of the (Hnl War in America, i., 188. 

See, also, 8tedinan*s JtiMorff o/ the Americxm IKar, i., 193. - 

•[Hall's] Uutory of the CivU War in Amtrtca, i., 188 ; Stedman's 17m- 
torff of the American War^ i., 19!1. 

*Oeneral Howe to Lord George (irrmaine^ "NawTOWN, Lono Island, 
"3 Sept« 1776 ;*' General WaahingUmto General Heath, ** Hkai>-<jI'artkiu<, 
*'Nbw-Tobk« 23 August, 1776 ;'' the eame to (A« Prettdent of the Oon^en, 
"Nrw-Tobk, August 23, 1776;" [HalPs] HUiortf of the OMl War in 
Ameriea, i., 188 : Ifemotrs of General Heath, rA ; Stedman's Hi«tory of 
Cfce American War, 1., 193 ; Gordon's Hietim/ of the Am- rican Revolution, 
ii., 306 ; etc. 



soldierly ability and the knowledge of the ground, of 
Aaron Burr; concerning the brilliant skirmish on 
Harlem Heights, made more brilliant by the daring 
bravery of Major Leitch, of Virginia, and that of Col- 
onel Thomas Knolton, of Connecticut ; and concerning 
the apparent inactivity, in both the Armies, which 
prevailed, during several succeeding weeks, — the gen- 
eral knowledge which prevails, concerning all these 
subjects, renders anything else than a mere reference 
to them, unnecessary. But, nevertheless, there were 
some minor operations, of both parties, during that 
period, which may well receive passing notices. 

Early on the morning of the twenty-seventh of 
August, two ships and a brig anchored a little above 
Throgg's-neck ; and before the troops whom General 
Heath had sent for the purposes of protecting the 
neighboring property, could reach the shore, several 
barges had gone ashore, on City-island ; killed several 
cattle ; * and carried away the dead animals and one 
of the inhabitants. The troops managed to secure 
the remainder of the cattle which were on the island.' 

As there was an evident intention, on the part of 
the enemy, to occupy one or more positions, on New 
York-island or within Westchester-county or both, 
General Heath, who commanded all the Continental 
troops at Kingsbridge and in the last-mentioned 
County, with that faithful attention to his duties 
which so generally characterized him, ordered a 
chain of vedettes and other sentries to be maintained 
at Morrisania, Hunt's-point, Throgg's-neck, and other 
f>oints, on the Sound, in order that the movements of 
the enemy, had he inclined to move to those neigh- 
borhoods, or to either of them, might be promptly 
made known to him.' The useftilness of that wise 
precaution will be seen, hereafter. 

For the purpose of cutting the line of communica- 
tion of the City of New York, through the Sound, 
with the sea — ^the way to the ocean, by way of the 
Narrows, having been already occupied by him — ^the 
enemy very judiciously occupied Barren -island, be- 
longing to Westchester-county, Montresor's — now 
Randall's — island, and what is now known as 
WardVisland — the latter two belonging to the 
County of New York, all of which, to some ex- 
tent, at least, commanded the passage to and 
through the Sound ; ^ and, on the tenth and eleventh 
of September, a considerable body of troops was 
landed on Montresor's-island,'* which entirely com- 



< Colonel Joseph Drake, in his letter to the Convention, dated "New- 
"KociiELL. Augt. 28, 1776," Haid" they have not been able to plunder 
**mwh; thvj got from Mineford'a-iiiland *' [now OHy-ulawt,] **4 horned 
" cattle and some poultry, which is all we have been able to learn they 
' hnve plundered." In hi8 Menftirg, (page 56,) General Heath tndd " the 
"enemy carried ofT one man and 14 cattle." 

6 Memoirn of (ieneral Heath, 65, 66 ; Ootonel Joeeph Drake to General 
Morrie, "Nkw ItocHXL, Augt. 27, 1776 "— Hirforieo/ Jfamuer^pto, etc.: 
MUi^tUaneone Pujtera, xxxvi., ;J39. 

* Mrmoirs of (ieutral Heath, 69. 

7St«dman'8 Hittory of the American War, i., 199. 

*Menwir» of General Heath, 69. 
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manded the Manor-house — all there was, at that 
time, of Morrisania, except the small farmhouses of 
the manorial tenantry, which were scattered over the 
surrounding country. The channel which separated 
Morrisania, in Westchester-county, from Montresor's- 
island, in the City of New York, being quite narrow, 
and a heavy picket of four hundred and fifty mounted 
men having been constantly maintained at Morrisania, 
the sentries of the respective forces, posted within half- 
gunshot distance, sometimes fired at each other, in 
violation of the inconsistent usages of War; and 
General Heath has recorded some interesting instances 
of both the friendly and the unfriendly correspond- 
ence of these very important minor outposts.^ But 
a couple deserters from a man-of-war which was an- 
chored off the island, conveyed such information to 
General Heath as led him to suppose that the entire 
force which occupied that island could be easily cap- 
tured; and, having submitted the subject to the con- 
sideration of the General Officers of his Division and 
to General Washington, and, having received the ap- 
proval of all, he proceeded to make the attempt. 
Two hundred and forty men were detached for that 
purpose; and the command of the expedition was 
given to Lieutenant-colonel Michael Jackson and 
Major Logan and Major Hatfield, the latter of West- 
chester-county. They were to embark, at the new 
Bridge over the Harlem-river, on board of three 
large floats ; to be covered by a fourth float, similar 
to the others and carrying a detachment of Artillery, 
with a light three-pounder gun; to &11 down the 
Harlem-river, with the ebb, during the night, to 
Moirlsania ; and the calculation was so made that, at 
daybreak, the young flood should be so much made, 
at the island, as to cover the flats, at the proposed 
place of landing, sufficiently for the floats to leave 
Morrisania, and be run ashore. The various sentries, 
on the line of the Harlem-river, were said to have 
been informed of the character of the movement, and 
instructed to permit the expedition to pass down the 
river, without challenging it ; and every promise of a 
successful result was heard from all who were to be 
concerned in it or who knew of the proposed plan of 
operations. Notwithstanding one of the sentries had 
not been told of the expedition or had misunderstood 
the Order which had been given to him, and had 
resolutely disregarded the entreaties for silence which 
had been made, and had discharged his musket, 
giving an alarm, the enemy does not appear to have 
been disturbed ; and the three floats ran up to the 
place appointed for the landing, without serious op- 
position, and at the appointed time. But, there, a 
new and entirely unlooked-for obstruction was encoun- 
tered. The orders were that the float which contained 
the three commanding Officers should run ashore, 
between the other two ; that the two Majors should 
jump ashore, one to the right and the other to the left, 



1 Memoirt of General Heath, 62, 63. 



and take command of the men who were on those two 
outside floats, respectively, while Lieutenant-colonel 
Jackson should retain the command of those who 
were on the central float ; and that the three parties 
should act in concert. The Officers and those who 
were on the central float sprang ashore, as they were 
expected ; received and repulsed a charge which the 
enemy's guard made on them ; but failed to receive 
the slightest support from those who were on the 
other two floats, who, instead of landing, sullenly 
'^ lay upon their oars.'' The enemy seeing that dis- 
affection, rallied, and returned to the charge, with 
great spirit; and the Americans, those from the cen- 
tral float, finding themselves deserted, returned to 
their own float, with heavy loss ; and the entire ex- 
pedition withdrew from the island — ^whether the 
fourth float, on which were the Artillery and which 
was intended as a covering party, performed any ser- 
vice, is not now known, as nothing whatever has 
been said of it, in the narrative of the encounter and 
retreat. It is said that Lieutenant-colonel Jackson 
received a musket-ball in his leg; that Major Thomas 
Henley, one of the Aides-de-camp of General Heath, 
who had insisted on going out with the expedition, 
as a Volunteer, was shot through his heart, as he was 
getting into the float; that Major Hatfield was 
missing; and that the Americans lost, in killed, 
wounded, and missing, fourteen men.^ 

There was a wide-spread sorrow expressed for the 
death of Major Henley, who appears to have been a 
general favorite; and the cowardice of those who 
held back their support was as widely reprobated; 
but, in the prevailing temper of that period, although 
the delinquents were arrested and tried by Court- 
martial, nothing appears to have been done with 
them, beyond the cashiering of one of the Captains.' 

*The most complete aoconnt of this disastrous expedition is tli«t <^ 
General Heath, in his Memoinj 63-66 ; bat the Orden which were 
given to Lieutenant-colonel Jackson by General Heath, "King's Bridok, 
"September 22, 1776;'* David How*s Diary, Edit. Morrisania, 1865, 
September 22, 1776; OaMral Order; *' Hbad-quartbrs, Haklkm- 
**uiiQHi8, September 24,1776;** JUentoniMi-coIoficI XVndk TOgkmtm to 
WUlUam Duer, " Head-4)uart»s, Harlkm-hixohts, September 25, 1776 ; * 
Extraet of a letUr from an Officer, at Harlem, dated September 25, 1776, 
In Force's Atnertean Archivet, Fifth Series, ii., 624 ; Extract firom a letter 
f^om Momd WaekktgUm, dated September 26, 1776 ; John AdofM to 
Mrt, ildofiu, *' Philadelphia, October 8, 1776 ; ** Gordon's Hietorg of the 
American Revolution, ii., 330~who says there were Jhe boats, one of 
which was sunk by the Are of the Brune, frigate— etc., may be useftilly 
consulted concerning it. 

s General Order$, HBAn-^rARTRBS, Harlsx-heiohtb, September 29, 
1776 ; Proceedbtgt of a General Oourirnuirtidl of the Line, Ae/d on the 
Heights of Harlem, bff order of Hit EioeUenqf George Washington, Esq., 
General and Oommander^in'Chi^ of the Forces of the United States of 
America, for the trial of the Captains Wiener and SooU, in the serviee of 
said States, September 30, 1776 ; A4fntaMt-gemeral Reed to General BeaO, 
" HRAiHtVARTRRS, Oct. 6, 1776 ; ** the members of the General Vonrir 
martial to Adjutant-general Reed, " Gamp near Head-quarters, October 
" 6, 1776 ; ** Memoirs of General Heath, 66. 

The atrocities of both Officers and Privates of the American Army and 
the Inadequacy of the punishments, therefor, to which the delinquents 
were then sultJeeted, may be seen in multitudes of instances, throughout 
the contemporary publications; but the letter of General Washington, 
written to the President of the Continental Gongreas, " Heights of 
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The apparent inactivity of the two opposing Ar- 
miefi, during several weeks after the occupation of 
the City of New York, was not understood, even by 
the Congress, and created some uneasiness;^ but both 
were actively employed, the Boyal Army in throwing 
up a line of defences, on the high grounds overlook- 
ing the Harlem-plains, from the South, in order to 
protect the City from an attack from the landside, 
when the main Army should be put in motion, for 
other operations;' and the American Army in not 
only throwing up defences on the high grounds over- 
looking the Harlem-plains, from the North, in order 
to protect itself from any attack which might be 
made on it, in that remarkably strong position,' but 
in throwing up defensive works, in its rear and at 
distant points, in order to guard against any surprise, 
by the enemy, of either of those points/ 

During that long interval of apparent inactivity in 
the' two Armies, the Convention of New York and its 
Committee of Safety were not idle nor inattentive to 
the interests of the country. It provided for the re- 
moval of the women, children, and infirm, and that 
of the poor, from the City of New York, in some in- 
stances into Westchester-county ; ^ and the care of 
the public records also received its careful attention.^ 
When the enemy's shipping threatened the shores of 
Suffolk, it appealed for help from Connecticut, in 
view of its own inability to afford protection ; ^ when 
the Army retreated from Long Island, wisely foresee- 
ing that the Horses, Cattle, Hogs, and Sheep, within 
the County of New York and the lower portions of 
Westchester-county, would become exposed to the 
depredations of the enemy, the Committee of Safety 
ordered them to be, forthwith, driven into the interior 
parts of the State, and requested General Washing- 
ton to make that order public, and to give all possible 
assistance in carrying it into execution ; ^ and, subse- 



"Hakrlkm, 24 September, 1776," may be referred to, as a specimen of 
all of them. 

1 The correepondence of John Adams with his -wife, which has been 
published, will show the anxlons uncertainty which prevailed in the 
Congress. 

< [Hall's] HisUyry of the Cml War m America, {., 201 ; Stedman's BU- 
tory of the AmeHoan War, i., 210. 

* Oemeral How* to Lord George Oermame, " Nkw-Tork Island, 25 Sept., 
" 1776 ; " Awmal Register for 171 6 : Hietory of Ettrope, *176 ; [Hairs] Hie- 
tarjf of the Ofvil War in America, 1., 201 ; Stedroan's Hietory of the Ameri- 
can War, i., 209, 210 ; etc. 

* Memoir* of General Heath, 67, 68. 

* Journal of the Committee of Sa/«<^, " Tuesday afternoon, Angt. 27, 
**1776 ;" the §ame, " Fishkill, in Dutchbss Oountt, September the 2nd, 
♦*1776;" Jonmal of the ConvcnUon, "We Sabbatl, 4 ho., P.M., Septr. 
"7th, 1776 ;" Journal of the Oommittee of Safety, "Monday afternoon, 
"Sept 23, 1776;" etc 

•Journal of the Qmvention, " Die Jovis, 8 ho., P.M., Augt. 22, 1776; " 
Journal of the Committee of Safety, •* Tuesday afternoon, Augt. 27, 1776 ;" 
the eame, ** Die JotIs, 9 ho., A.M., Sept. 12, 1776 ; " Journal oftheOonven- 
tf01^ " We Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., Octor. 4, 1776 ; " etc. 

7 The Convention to the Commitieee of Stoninglon, NeuhLondon, Groton, 
Lyme, Saybrook, Guilford, New Haven, Stratford, Fairfidd, Mitfbrd, Nor- 
waUe, Stamford, and Horeeneek, (in each instance) " Wednesday morning, 
'* Augt. 28, 1776 ;" the eame to Governor 7Vt«m&«a,** Wednesday morning, 
"Hahlkm, 28th Augt., 1776 ; " etc, 

9 Journal of the Committee of Sttfely, ** At the housk or Mb. Odxli^ 



quently, when the purpose of the enemy to occupy 
Westchester-county had become more evident, Steph- 
en Ward was appointed a Commissary " to purchase 
" all the Cattle fit for the use of the Army, within 
** that County, and to drive them down to the Army, 
'* at King's Bridge, as fast as they may be wanted ; 
** Provided, that so much shall be left as is abso- 
" lutely necessary for the support of the families from 
''whom the same shall be taken/" At the same 
time, orders were given by the Committee of Safety, 
"that if any person shall refuse to part with his 
''Cattle, at a reasonable price, the Commissary be 
" directed to drive them down to the Army, and re- 
" turn to the owner the money for which they were 
" sold, after deducting the contingent charge ; " " that 
" all the Hides of the Cattle so driven and killed, be 
*' carefully preserved and sent to some safe place, on 
*' the North side of the Highlands, where, being ap- 
" praised by persons hereafter to be named for that 
" purpose, they shall be paid for, by the State ; " 
"that Gil. Budd Horton, Alexander Hunt, James 
"Varian, and Joseph Youngs be appointed Commis- 
" sioners to drive all the Horses, Hogs, Sheep, and 
" Cattle, from those parts of the County of Westches- 
" ter which lay upon the Sound or the Hudson's-river, 
" and which are any way exposed to the enemy, and 
" to billet them out upon the farms that lay in the 
"interior part of the County, till the same can be 
" otherwise disposed of ; and that a reasonable com- 
" pensation be allowed them, for their trouble ; " 
" that the farmers in the County of Westchester im- 
" mediately thresh out all their Grain, as the Straw 
" will be absolutely necessary for the use of the Army, 
" and as those who do not comply with this Besolu- 
"tion will be in danger of having their Straw taken 
" for the use of the Army, even though the same 
" should not be threshed ; " " that His Excellency 
"General Washington be empowered to order any 
" Straw in the County of Westchester to be taken for 
" the use of the Army, paying to the owners a reason- 
" able compensation therefor ; ** " that the Chairman 
" or Deputy Chairman of the County of Westchester, 
" for the time beiug, on application from the Commis- 
" sary-general, be empowered to take so much of the 
" Grain, in the County of Westchester, as shall be 
" necessary for the use of the Army, allowing to the 
" owners thereof the now current price, and paying 
"them upon the delivery. Provided, always, that 
" so much shall be left in the hands of the owners as 
" will be sufficient to support their families for nine 
" months, and to perfect the fattening of such Hogs 
" as may, now, be actually put up, for that purpose ; '* 
" that His Excellency General Washington, in case 
" that the Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, Horses, or Hay, in the 
" County of Westchester, should be in danger of fall- 



**Phiupbs*8 Mawob, Augt. 31, 1776 ;" the Committee of Safety to General 
Washington, '* Augt 31, 1776." 

9 Journal of the Oontmittee of Safety, "Monday morning, Octor. 14th, 
"1776," 
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ing into the hands of the enemy, be empowered 
*^ either to remove it or them, therefrom, or, if that 
''should not be practicable, to destroy the same;'' 
" that the Commissary or Commissaries hereby ap- 
" pointed be empowered to appoint Agents under 
^' them, and to call upon any officer commanding any 
" part of the Militia, for such detachments of the men 
"under his command as will be necessary to carry 
" the same into execution ; " " that Mr. Stephen Ward 
'' apply to the Commissary-general for such sums of 
" money as will, from time to time, be necessary to 
" carry the above Resolves into execution ; " and 
** that a copy of the above Resolutions be sent to His 
" Excellency General Washington and to the Com- 
" missary-general, requesting their assistance in car- 
'' rying the same into execution." ^ In the absence of 
General Lewis Morris, whose hankerings were evi- 
dently for something else than for active service in 
the field, at the head of his Brigade,^ Colonel Joseph 
Drake, of New Rochelle, the senior Colonel, was 
placed in command of the Westchester-county Militia, 
with instructions to '' call out as many of the Militia, 
"with five days provisions, as he shall think suffi- 
" cient to watch the motions of the enemy's ships,' 
" now in the Sound, and to prevent all communica- 
" tion with the disaffected inhabitants in said County ; 
" and that he send notice, from time to time, to the 
** Convention, of every remarkable occurrence ; and, 
*' for that purpose, that he is hereby empowered to 
" press horses, when he shall think it necessary." * In 
faithful compliance with the Order thus sent to him, 
enough of the Militia were ordered out to guard from 
Rye-neck to Rodman's-neck, Colonel Graham's Regi- 
ment being at Throgg's-neck ; and Colonel Budd was 
to send a hundred men and to guard from the Snufi*- 
mills to Rye-neck.'^ Two days after the disastrous 
engagement on Long Island, the Convention ad- 
journed from Harlem to Fiskill ; * and its Committee 



I JourwU of the CommUtee of Safety ^ " Monday morniug, Octor. 14 th, 
•♦1776." 

These Hesolutions were proposed by Robert R. Llvlngton. 

^On the alxtaenth of September^ "the GonveDtloii wan informed 
** that the Militia of Weetchester-county are not so properly arranged 
"and managed as they ought to be, at this critical juncture, which is 
"occasioned by the absence of General Morris;" and It "Therefore, 
" RK80LVSD, That General Morris, now at the General Congress, do im- 
" mediately return and resume the command of his Brigade;" and 
ordered the Resolution to bo transmitted to General Morris, "with the 
" utmost despatch." {Journal^ " Die Lunns 4 ho., P.M., Sept, 16, 1776.") 
The General's reply to that order of the Conveutlon, dated " Philadbl- 
'*PHiA, Septr. 24, 1776," is one of the most remarkable displays of evi- 
dent coM-ardice and military imbecility on record, (rule page 204, ante ;) 
and if the withering rejoinder, written by Robert R. Livingston, which 
the Goramittee of Safety sent to the General, with a peremptory Order 
to talce the command of his Brigade, dated "October the 8th, 1776," did 
not efTect its purpose, it certainly conveyed to the bashful Brigadier an 
evidence of what others thought of his remarkable conduct, as a soldier. 

3 Two ships and a brig came to anchor, a little above ThroggVneck> 
on the twenty-seventh of August ; and made a raid on City-isiand* 
{vide page 219, ante.) 

*JommU of the CommUtee of Safely^ "Tuesday morning, August 27, 

" 1776." 
» CoVmdJoMph DroAe to (ft« Omeeti^ioH, "New-Rocmkll, Augt. 28,1776.** 
a/ountoi of the OunveiUiou, "Thnrnlay morning, Augt. 29, 1776." 



followed, holding sessions, while on it way, at Swing's 
Bridge/ at the house of Mr. Odell on Philipse's 
Mauor,^ at the house of John Blagge, at Croton- 
river ;• and, possibly, elsewhere." It constructed fire- 
ships, for the protection of the Hudson-river from 
the enemy's vessels ;^^ and it continued the support of 
the State's cruisers, on the ocean." It attended to the 
removal of the military stores which were endangered 
by the movements of the enemy ; *' it ordered all the 
bells to be taken irom the Churches'* and all the brass 
knockers from the doors of houses,'^ ''in order that the 
** fortune of War may not throw the same into the 
** hands of our enemy and deprive this State, at this 
"critical period, of that necessary, though unfortu- 
" nate, resource for supplying our want of cannon ; " 
it provided Lances for those of the Militia whom it 
was unable to provide with other arms ; '* and when 
General Washington's supply of Gunpowder had be- 
come unsafely small, it replenished it from its own 
resources.'^ It appointed, on the motion of John Jay, 
a special '^ Committee of Safety and Correspondence 
''for that part of this State which lies below the 
" Highlands," Colonel Henry Remsen, Major Garret 
Abeel, and Major Peter Pra Van Zandt, all of them 
of the City of New York, having been appointed as 
that Committee ;'^ but, notwithstanding James Duane 
and John Jay and William Duer were also appointed 
" to draw up Instructions " for that Committee, and 
notwithstanding the stirring events of which that 
portion of the State, " below the Highlands," very 
soon became the scene, nothing more was heard of 
either the Instructions or the Committee of Safety 
which was thus erected. It strengthened the works 
which had been thrown up for the defense of the 
Highlands; and it added to those defences some 
" works on the East side of the river, about three 
"miles below Fort Montgomery, at a place called 
" Red Hook, near Peekskill, which are well-calcu- 



''Journal of the Ommittw of Safely, *' Kiro*8 Bridqs, Augt. 30, 1776." 

^Jourtud of the Committee of Safety^ "At thb mousb or Mr. Odell, 
"Philipbk's Manob, Augt. 31, 1776," 

^Journal of the Committee of Safety, ** Cboton-eivkb, at the houbk op 
•* Jno. Blaw}K, Augt. 31, 1776." 

^^ There is no record of the doings of the Committee, on Sunday, the 
first of September, although it evidently continued its joomey, fh>m the 
Croton-river to Fishkill, on that day. 

11 Journal of the (Jiotirention, '* Thursday morning, Augt. 29, 1776 ;" the 
same, "Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Sept. 21, 1776;" General Washutyton 
to the OonventioH, "Hkad-<2IJabtbb8, Hkioiits or Harlkm, Sept. 2l>, 
••1776;" etc. 

^* Journal of the CotumiUee of Safety, "Tuesday afternoon, Septr. 24, 
•• 1776;" tlie mme, *• Wednesday morning, Septr. 25, 1776 ;" Jommal of 
thr ihnveution, •• Saturday morning, September 28, 1776 ; " etc. 

" Jomrual of the Cktmmittee of Safety, •• P.M., September 3, 1776 ;" Jour- 
nal ofthf Convention, " Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Sept. 7, 1776 ; " etc. 

i4Jottrmi2 of the ConvenUoH, ••Die Jovis, 4 ho., P.M., Sept. 5, IHC;'' 
General Waehiagton to the Ck>ui>ention, •* Hbad-qvartkss, Nkw-Yobk, 
•'Septr. 8, 1776." 

u Journal of the Comeutkm, ** Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Sept. 7, 1776.' 

10 Vide pages 205, 206, ante. 

17 Journal of the OimmUtee of Safety, •• Friday morning, Sept. 27, 1776 ;** 
JoiimoZ of the i\>nre»tion, " Saturday morning, September 28, 1776." 

^^ Journal of the Omventitm, "Die Sabbati, 9 ho., A.M., Sept. 7, 1776." 
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** lated to prevent the enemy's landing on that side 
" and becoming masters of the Highlands, opposite to 
*' Fort Montgomery." ' When the evacuation of the 
City of New York was made at the expense of large 
quantities of Flour, it appointed Agents, with instruc- 
tions to purchase all the Flour which could be ob- 
tained in Duchess, Orange, and Ulster-counties, and 
to send it to the Commissary-general of the Army, 
at Spyt den Duivel-creek : ' when the Army needed 
Pork, Beef, and other Stores, the Convention opened 
its Storehouses, in Westchester- county, into which 
it had gathered large quantities of the products of 
that County, the crops of the preceding year:' it 
purchased material for and provided for the manufac- 
ture of Clothing, for the Army:^ it busied itself 
about salting Pork, in the County of Westchester, 
during the approaching season:^ and whatever it 
supposed would promote the common cause and 
whatever it was requested to do, for that purpose, by 
either the Continental Congress or the Commander- 
io-chief or the General commanding the northern 
Army, was done, to the full extent of its ability and 
resources, with cheerfulness, promptitude, and thor- 
oughness, never failing to receive, in return, the un- 
qualified aud entire approval of him whose entire 
approval was never idly bestowed. 

On the twenty-first of September, the American 
Army, at Kiugsbridge and its dependencies, which 
included General Heath's com maud, in Westchester- 
county, consisted, nominally, of four thousand, five 
hundred, and twenty-eight Commissioned Officers, 
Staff, and Non-commissioned Officers, and twenty- 
seven thousand, three hundred, and seventy-seven 
rank and file, exclusive of Colonel Knox's Regiment 
of Artillery, which contained, nominally, five hundred 
and forty-three men, including all the Commissioned 
and Non-commissioned Officers and Staff, and exclus- 
ive, also, of Colonel Durkee's Regiment and a Compa- 
ny of Artillery, both of them at Powle's-hook, now 
Jersey City, from whom no Returns had been received, 
during that week. But of those nearly twenty-eight 
thousand men, in the ranks, four thousand, four hun- 
dred, and fifty- three were present, sick ; three thou- 
sand, four hundred, and thirty-three were absent, sick; 



i Journal of the Cimvention^ **Die SabbaU, 4 ho., P.M., Septr. 7, 1776.'' 

* iknnmiamrff'gefierttl TrvmbuU to the Oonventicnf ** KiNo'g Bbidok, 16 
"Sept., 1776;'* Jomnal of the OomfentUm, "IMm ICartlB, 4 ho., P.M., 
••Septr. 17,1776." 

We hftTe followed Wuhiugton Irring, in his historical writings, in oar 
orthography of the name of that celebrated stream, notwithstanding the 
iwoal manner of spelling the words is conslderablj different. 

9Jonmal of the Provincial Ckmffrees^ MDie Mercarii, 9 ho., A.M., Septr. 
••18, 1776 ;" the tame^ *-I>ie Veneris, 9 ho., A.M., Octor. 4, 1776." 

* Journal of the Protimcial Oongrem, •• Die JoTis, 9 ho., A.M., Octor. 3, 
'• 1776 ; " Journal of the Committee ofSafety^ •' Die Mercarii, 9 ho., A.M., 
•* Octr. 9, 1776 ; " the tame^ ** Thnrsday morning, Octor. 17, 1''76." 

Stei^n Ward, Gilbert Strang, and Phil. Leak were appointed to bay 
coarse woollen Cloth, Linsey-woolsey, Blankets, woollen Hose, Mittens, 
coarse Linen, felt Hats, and Shoes, to the value of three hundred 
pounds— seren hundred and fifty dollan—in Westchester-connty ; and 
they were ordered to hare the Linen made up into Shirts. 

6 Journal of the Committee of Sofeifh " Thursday, Octor. 10, 1776." . 



three thousand, eight hundred, and thirty were ab- 
sent, ''on command;" and ninety-six were on fur- 
lough ; leaving only about sixteen thousand men, in- 
cluding the Artillery and excluding the Officers, who 
were actually present and fit for duty.' Of these, thir- 
teen Regiments were Militia, temporarily serving in 
the service of the Continent ; ^ and, since the disastrous 
results on Long Island and iu the City of New York, 
the entire Army was greatly dispirited and inspired 
no confidence in its Commander-in-chief.^ On the 
thirtieth of September, the number of rank and file, 



^ Gfueml Return of the Army im the »ervice of the United Htalesof America 
at King'i Bridge and it$ dependencifs, Sept. 21, 1776. 

^ Ibid. 

8*' The check our detachment snetatned od the 27th ultiuio has dis- 
•* pirited too great a proportion of onr troops, and filled their minds with. 
"apprehensloD and despair. The Militia, instead of calling forth their 
"utmost efforts to a brave and manly opposition, lu order to repair our 
'' losses, are dismayed, intractable, and impatient to return. Great num- 
'•bers of them have gone off ; In some instances, almost by whole Regl- 
" ments, by half ones, and by Conipaniee, at a time. This circumstance, 
'•of itself, independent of others, when fronted by a well-appointed 
"enemy, superior id number to our whole collected force, would bo 
" sufficiently disagreeable ; but, when their example has infected another 
" part of the Army, when tlieir want of discipline and refusal of almost 
"every kind of restraint or government have produced a like conduct 
" but too common to the whole and au entire disregard of that order 
"and subordination necessary to the well-being of an Army, and which 
"had been Inculcated before, as well as the nature of our military es- 
•* tablishraent would admit of, our condition becomes still more alarm- 
" ing; and, with the deepest concern, I am obliged to confess my want 
"of confidence in the generolity of the troops." {iienerul WiuhiMgion to 
the President of the {hngrew, *' N«w-YoaK, September 2, 1776.") 

"Before I conclude, I must take the liberty of mentioning to Congress 
" the great distress we uru in fur want of money. Two months' pay (and 
"more to some Ikittnliuns) is now due to the troops, here, without auy- 
" thing in the Military chest to satisfy it. This occasions much dissatis- 
"faction and almost a general uneasiness. Not a day passes without 
'* complaints and the most importunate and urgent demands, on this 
" head. As it may«li^ure the service greatly, and the want of a reg- 
" ular supply of CMsh produces consequences of the most fatal tendency, 
*' I entreat the attention of Congress to this subject, aud that we may 
" be provided, as soon as can be, with a sum equal to every present 
"claim." (General Waehington to the PreeidetU of Ote ComjreJie^ "New- 
"YoBK, G September, 177G.") 

In his letter to the Qougrees, on the eighth of September, the Gen- 
eral said, "On every side, there is a choice of difficulties ; and every 
" measure, on our part, however painful the reflection is, from exped- 
ience, is to be formed with some apprehension that all our troops 
" will not do their duty.*'' After the experience of the General had 
been made more complete, by the cowardice of the troops at Kip*s- 
bay, he thus vrrote, also to the Congress, ** We are now encamped, with 
"the main body of the Army, on the Heights of Haerlem, where I shonld 
** hope the enemy would meet with a defeat, in case of an attack, if the 
" generality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery. But 
"experience, to my extreme affliction, has convinced me that this Is 
"rather to be wished for than expected. However, I trust that there 
"are many who will act like men, and show themselves worthy of the 
"bleesings of freedom." (Letter to the Oongreee^ " Hbai>-<2UABtkr8, at 
" CoLONKL MoRRtB'K HOt'SR, 16 September, 1776.") On the day after the 
date of the Retume of the Army which are referred to in the text, the 
General wrote to his brother, "the dependence which the Congress havB 
"placed upon the Militia has already greatly ii^ured and, I fear, will 
" totally ruin our cause. Being subject to no control, themselves, they 
" introduce disorder among the troops whom we have attempted to dis- 
**clplfne ; while the change in their living brings on sickness; and this 
"causes an impatience to get home, which spreads, universally, and In- 
" troducee abominable desertions. In short, it is not in the power of 
" words to describe the task I have to perform. Fifty thousand pounds 
*' would not induce me again to undergo what I have done." (General 
Wa^ington to John Auguatine WaehimgUMf "B eights or Habrlkm, 22 
« September, 1776.") 
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present and fit for duty, including Colonel Knox's 
Regiment of Artillery, was reduced to fifteen thou- 
sand, one hundred, and four ; ^ and on the fifth of 
October, the same rank and file, present and fit for 
duty, including the Artillery, numbered only fourteen 
thousand, four hundred, and eighty-six, exclusive of 
seven skeleton Regiments of Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, forming two nominal Brigades, each with its 
full complements of Officers and Stafi^, in which there 
were nominally twelve hundred and seventy -five men, 
present and fit for duty. There was, also, a body of 
Massachusetts Militia, *' computed at four thousand, 
" so scattered and ignorant of the forms of RetumB 
*^ that none can be got ; " and a Regiment of New 
Hampshire Militia was posted at the White Plains 
and another at the Fishkills, " under the like circum- 
"stances." ' 

While the American Army was thus made weaker, 
day by day, by the disafiection or the despair of the 
sickly, despondent, home-sick, and ill-provided-for 
men who composed it — men who, in multitudes of 
instances, had enlisted either from necessity, occas- 
ioned by the prevailing prostration of every kind 
of business, or because they had been enforced 
to do so, by drafts, or because it had afforded oppor- 
tunities for speculation and plunder, without, in 
either class, the slightest pretence to a care for '* the 
" cause of America " or to even a love of country — 
the Royal Army, well-appointed and well -officered, 
numbered upwards of thirty thousand effective men, 
exclusive of those who were left for the protection of 
Staten Island and of those who were sick.' Indeed, 



1 Betum of Brigade$ under the immediate commat^ of JETw ExoeUency 
George Waaliingtont ** Harlbm Hkiohts, Hba.d-quartxb8, September 30, 
••1776." 

3 Wreldy B^wm of the BeghneHtB of Hor$e and Footf mtder the immediate 
command of Hie Excellency George WaehingUmy '*Haiu.em Hziouts, Oc- 
"toberS, 1776." 

General Liocola's commaQd can scarcely be regardi»d, with any pro- 
priety, aa a portion of the main Army nor as a part of the fighting force 
cf any Army, since it was sent for, to perform police duty, to quiet the 
apprehensions of the Convention of New Yorlc on account of the disaf* 
fected, in that State — ^those whom the GongTeaes and the Committees 
had forced into disaffection, by the oatrages which had been inflicted 
on them, in the vain attempt to secure an entire conformity of political 
opinions with the official opinions of the dominant faction. 

3 General Howe's Betunu show th»t, when he occupied Staten Island, 
after the arrival of the reinforcements brought by Lord Howe, say on the 
ninth of August, his command numbered, inclnding his Offlcen, twenty- 
nine thousand, three hundred, and eight, of whom twenty four thousand, 
two hundred, and twonty-eeren were rank and file, fit for duty. (Reply 
to the Observations of Lieut. Gon. Sir William Howe, on a pamphlet, on- 
titled Letters to a Nolilnnan^ Second Edition, 37.) Three days alter the 
di^te of that Return^ [Anffuat 12^] the two fleets, convoyed, respectively, by 
Commodore Hotham and the Rt^ptdee^ came into the harbor of New York, 
with the Guards and the First Division of the Hesrians, {Oompare Lord 
George GermaineU despatch to General Howe, datwit ••WHITEHALL, 21 
•* June, 1776," with General Howe^s deepaJtch to Lord George Oermatns, 
dated *• Statem-Islamd, 15 August, 1776; ") and, two days subsequently, 
[Augtut 14,] Sir Peter Parker and Lord Dunmore also arrived, (Gemeral 
Howe to Lord George OermainCy " Statex-Tsland, 15 August, 1776,") the 
former, virlth what remained of the forces which had been sent to Vir- 
ginia and the Carolinas, ** as well as with some Begiments fh>m Florida 
"and the West Indies," (Animal Benieter for 1776 : Hietory of Enrope^ 
*169,) numbering, •* at least^ five thousand men," (Joneses Hietorff of New 



in the graphic language of one of the most ahle writ- 
ers of that period, at the time now under considera- 
tion an intimate friend of the master-spirits of the 
Convention of New York, " The British Army was 
'* commanded h^ziable and experienced Officers; the 
" rebel by men destitute of military skill or experience 
" and, for the most part, taken from mechanic arts or 
" the plough. The first were possessed of the best 
** appointments, and of more than they could use ; 
** and the other of the worst, and of less than they 
" wanted. The one were attended by the ablest Sur- 
** geons and Physicians, healthy, and high-spirited ; 
** the other were neglected in their health, clothing, 
'' and pay, were sickly, and constantly murmuring 
" and dissatisfied. And the one were veteran troops, 
" carrying victory and conquest wheresoever they were 
^' led ; the other were new-raised and undisciplined, 
" a panic-struck and defeated enemy, whenever at- 
" tacked — such is the true comparative difference 
" between the force sent to suppress, and that which 
^* supported, the Rebellion.'' * 



York during the Revotntionary War, L, 110 :) die latter, ** with the refti- 
•• gees and blackamores from Virginia," {the aame, 1., lOd,) •'about a 
"thousand more " {the same, i., 110.) The Second Division of the He»> 
sians, the Sixteenth Regiment of Light Dragoons, the horses for remount- 
ing the Seventeenth Regiment of Dragoons, the draught^hones for the 
Artillery and baggage, four hundred and two German and not far from 
five hundred British recruits, and the Prince of Waldeck^s Regiment of 
German troops, all of whom Joined (General Howe, while he was in 
Westchester-county, m we shall see, hereafter — ^were on their way to 
America, at the time of which w^e write. {Lord George Germtiine to Gen" 
eral Hotoe, " Whitehall, 21 June, 1776.") There M'ere, also, some Pro> 
vincial " Corps, already Yaised," of whom we have seen no Returns, 
{Gerteral Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Statkn-Island, 16 August, 
*• 1776,") probably not strong in numbers, but, nevertheless, entitled to 
notice, in this connection. 

From these facts, it ai^Miars that the entire force, present and com- 
manded by General Howe, before he opened the Campaign on Long Is- 
land, was upwards of forty thousand men, exclusive of the Marines on 
the several Fleets, which could have been called ashore, had there been 
any necessity for their services. Only one Brigade of Hessians, a detach- 
ment of the Fourteenth Regiment, some convalescents, and those re- 
cruits which had already arrived, were left on Staten Island ; and the 
Sick-list was very small ; there were no detachments on special duties ; 
and there could have been none absent on furlough : it is very clear, 
therefore, that when the Royal Army was moved fh)ra Staten Island, it 
numberedveiylittle, if any, less than thirty-eight thousand effective 
men. Including its Officers. In the Battle of Long Island, it was said to 
have lost only three hundred and sixty-seven of all classes, {General Howe 
to Lord George Oermaine, •* Mewtown, Long Island, 3 Sept, 1776 ; ") 
only •• about '* ninety-two were said to have been killed or wounded at 
Harlem. {General Howe to Lord George Germaine, '• Head-quahtkrs, 
'* York Island, 21 September, 1776 ; ") the occupation of PowleVhook, 
Long Idand, and the City of New York required detachments, of course: 
but there can be little doubt that the Army which General Howe moved 
from Throgg*s-neck numbered very little, if any, less than thirty thous- 
and. Officers and men, fit for active service. 

In confirmation of this estimate of the strength of General Howe's 
command, in Westchester-county, we may be permitted to state that, 
after the arrival of the Second Division of the Hessians and of those 
other reinforcements to which Lord George Germaine made reference, 
already noticed, but with the losses which it had sustained in Westches- 
ter-county and at Fort Washington deducted, on the twenty-second of 
November, 1776, "the force under General Howe^s immediate command, '* 
is said to have been thirty-one thousand, seven hundred, and fil^-five, 
Ofiicers and men. fit for active service. {Reply to the Observations of 
Lieut Gen. Sir William Howe, on a pamphlet entitled Letters to a No- 
bleman, 37.) 

« [Joseph Galloway's] Letters to a Nobleman, 94, 36. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



225 



(( 



(I 



As we have said, the two Armies were occupied, 
during several weeks after the Royal Army had taken 
the City of New York, in throwing up defensive 
works — the American Army, on the Heights of Har- 
lem, to the northward and eastward of the present 
village of Manhattanville, back, to Kingsbridge, and 
in the more exposed portions of Westchester-county : 
the Royal Army, on the Heights of Harlem and on 
Vandewater's Heights, southward from the village of 
Manhattanville, and thence to McGowan's-pass, where 
the postroad to the northward and eastward descended 
from the high grounds, forming the northernmost 
portion of the present great City's Central Park, to 
the Harlem-plains, below ^ — ^and some time was, also, 
necessarily employed by General Howe, in obtaining 
information concerning the face of the country, in 
the rear of the positions occupied by the American 
Army, "upon a supposition that the enemy'* [the 
American Army] "should remove from King's- 
" Bridge," which information, thus sought in ad- 
vance of any movement of the Army, was become 
more necessary since he had found the Americans 
not so well-disposed to join and to serve the Royal 
Army, in the field, as he had been taught to expect;' 
and because the country referred to, the County of 
Westchester, "was so covered with wood, swamps, 
and creeks, that it was not open, in the least de- 
gree, to be known, but from post to post or from 

1 Vide page 221, ante. 

See, also, O^neraX House to Lord George Gtrmain^t "New York 
"Island, 25 September, 1776;" (h* same to the $ame, "New-York, 30 
** November, 1776 ; " Speech of Sir Waiiam Hotee before a Committee of Uie 
HoHJte qf Cbmmoiu, April 29, 1779,~AImoD*B Parliamentary RegiUer^ xli. 
323 ; TeeUmony of the Earl of (Jomwallie before a OommiUee of the Houee 
of Oommom^ May 6, 1779,— Almon's Pttrliamentary BegiUer^ xiii., 3 ; etc. 

* Vide page 212, ante. 

That diaappointmeDt was ezprened to the Hume Government. In the 
General's despatch of the twenty-fifth of September, 1776, in these 
words: "We nitist also have recruits ft'om Europe, not finding the Amer- 
^ leans disposed to serve with arms, notwitbutanding the hopes held out 
** to me, upon my arrival at this post.'* In his Speech before a Commit- 
tee of the Homae of Commont^ on the twenty-ninth of Aprils 1779, the Gen- 
eral repeated the expression of his disappointment, on that subject, in 
these emphatic words: *'I must, here, add, that I found the Americans 
'* not so well-dlspueed to join us, and to serve, as I had been taught to 
"expect." The careful student of the history of that period will also 
bear testimony, in confirmation of what General Howe thus wrote and 
said, that the Americans, those who had been penwcnted and outraged 
because of "suspicions" that they were "disafl'ected," notwithstanding 
the very reasonable reasons which they had for thus transferring their 
strength to the Royal Army, generally remained at their homes, with 
their families, without voluntarily taking up arms, in either Army ; and 
that the Loyal Battalions were composed, almost exclusively, of the 
floating population, largely men of foreign birth or Americans whose 
immoralities or necessities had induced them to enter the service. They 
were relatively few in numbers ; and but for the personal respectability 
of those who led them, their services would have been only nominal. 

We are not unmindful, in what we have thus said, of the great use of 
that loyal element which Joseph Galloway made in his very lawyer-like 
publications ; but we have also borne in mind, that those publications 
were made for personal and partisan purposes ; and that, like his earlier 
associates in duplicity and treachery, he was capable of resorting to un- 
savory means for the accomplishment of any given end in which he was 
personally interested, Justifying the employment of those means by the 
character of the proposed end, and boldly and unreservedly doing evil in 
order that what he was pleased to regard as good might, therefrom, be 
* secured. 

24 



*' accounts to be collected from the inhabitants, who 
" are entirely ignorant of military description.'* • In- 
deed, during that period, because of the character of 
the country, in its advantages for defensive opera- 
tions, and because of his great disappointment, in his 
failure to receive the support, in arms, from those 
who were disaffected, which he had been led to ex- 
pect. General Howe, also, became dispirited and dis- 
heartened, even to the extent of losing confidence in 
his own abilities and in those of his immense and 
well-officered and well-disciplined command to make 
any further progress, during that Campaign, nor 
until the arrival of heavy reinforcements, during the 
ensuing Winter and Spring.* General Howe had 



3 General Howe's Bpeecft before a Committee of the House of Commons^ 
April 29, 1779. 

In his ezaminatloB before a (Tommittee of the Honse of Commons, on 
the sixth of May, 1779, the Earl of Gornwallis testified that **the knowl- 
"odge of the country of America, for military purposes, was extremely 
" difficult to be obtained from the Inhabitants ; *' that " the country, in 
" general, Is so covered with wood and so favorable to ambuscades that, 
"certainly, it was veiy difBcult to obtain a knowledge of it by recon- 
" noitering ; " and that he " never saw a stronger country or one bettor 
" calculated for the defensive." In another portion of his testimony, 
the Earl stated, *' I can only say that it is a very strong country, very 
" rugged, very hilly, and very woody ;" and thatt although, " by no meaoi 
"equally so," his former description was ** applicable, in some degree, 
" to all." General Gray, before the same Committee and on the same day, 
testified that '*the inhabitants of the country, in general, were so very much 
" against us that they deserted the country wherever we came ; and we 
** could get no intelligence that we ooald possibly depend on;" that 
"that part of America where I have been, is the strongest country I ever 
** was in. It is every where hilly and covered with wood, intersected by 
" ravines, creeks, and marshy grounds ; and every quarter of a mile, is 
"a post fitted for ambuscades. Little or no knowledge ooald be obtained 
" by reconnoltering ; " and " America is, of all countries, the best calcu- 
" lated for the defensive : every one hundred yards might be disputed, 
" at least that part of it that I have seen." 

During a visit which he made to us, at our home, near the White 
Plains, previously to the late Civil War, General John £. Wool, a vet- 
eran in the service of the United States, was peculiarly emphatic con- 
coming the natural capabilities of Westchester-county, for a defensive 
warfare. 

4 *> Upon the present appearance of things, I look upon the further 
" progress of this Army, fur the Campaign, to be rather precarious, an 
*' attack upon Rliodc Island excepted, which I would «*illingly defer, 
" for a short time, in case it should be thought advlsible to employ our 
'* whole force together. * e * But, in my situation, I presume, I 
" must not risk, as a check, at this time, would be of infinite detriment 
"to us. 

"The enemy is too strongly posted to be attacked, in front ; and in- 
" numerable diflnculties are in my way of turning him, on eitlier side, 
" though his Army Is much dispirited from the late success of his 
" Mi^esty's arms ; yet have I not the smallest prospect of finishing the 
" contest, this Campaign, nor until the Ret)els see preparaUons, In the 
" Spring, that may preclude all thoughts of farther resistance. To this 
" end, I would propose eight or ten line-of-battle Ships, to be with us in 
' ' February, with a number of supernumerary Seamen, for manning boats, 
'* having fully experienced the want of them, in every movement we have 
"made. We must, also, have recruits fkom Europe, not finding the 
" Americans disposed to serve with arms, notwithstanding the hopes 
"held out to me, upon my arrival at this port."— ((?«n«ral Hove to Lord 
George Germaine, '* New- York Island, 25 September, 1776," received by 
his lordship, November 2, 1776.) 

" With regard to the knowledge of the country, so necessary to be ob- 
" tained previous to the movement from New-York, I beg leave to men- 
" tion the difficulties we labored under, in that respect, throughout the 
" War. The country is so covered with wood, swamps, and creeks, that 
" it is not open. In the least degree, to l>e known but from post to post or 
" from accounts to be collected from the inhabitants, who are entirely 
" Ignorant of military description. These circumstances were, therefor 
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not learned the more modern military theory of ** at- 
"trition/' no matter at Khat cost, nor wa8 he of the 
same school of politics as that in which Bute and 
Germaine and Dundas and Wedderburne and Jay 
and Duane and the Livingstons and the Morrises 
were preceptors, of high or low degree: on the other 
hand, he did not expose his command where the 
object to be attained was inadequate,^ nor was he 
inclined to visit the country, even that portion of it 
which was antagonistic to the Royal Army, with se- 
verity.* 

Whatever may have inspired and encouraged 
him, notwithstanding all whichs he had previously 
said of the *' innumerable difficulties in his way, 
"of turning him," I** the enemy, "^ "on either side," 
and of his own, evidently well-considered, appre- 
hensions of an unfavorable result, should an at- 
tempt be made to do so. General Howe determined 
to endeavor to turn the leA; flank of the American 
Army, encamped on the Heights of Harlem and in 
Westchester-county, with a view of compelling it to 
abandon its very strong position and, if possible, of 
bringing it to action. As the defensive works, on the 
high grounds to the southward of the Harlem plains, 
with the moderate detachment which he could leave, 
for the purpose of occupying them and the other por- 
tions of the City of New York, and with the further 
protection which was afforded by the Fleet and the 
increased safety which had been afforded by the cap- 
ture of the American works at Powle's-hook, appeared 
to afford all the protection which would be necessary, 
there seemed to have been little probability that 
General Washington would make any attempt to re- 
cover, or even to raid, that City ; and the determination 
of General Howe was, therefore, a reasonable one, and, 
with such a force and with such appointments as he, 
then, controlled, there was a reasonable probability 
that it would be attended with an entire success. 

On Sunday, the fifteenth of September, in order to 
draw the attention of the Americans from the prep- 
arations which were being made, on Long Island, for 

" the caose of some unavoidable delay, in onr raorements. I must, here, 
" add that I foaod the AiuericaiiB not so well-dispoeed to Join as, and to 
"serTe, as I had been taught to expect ; that I thought our farther 
** progren, for the preaent, precarious ; and that I saw no proepect of 
" flni«hing the War, that Campaign. Theee sentimentii I communicated 
"to the Secretary of State, in the letters last mentioned." — (GenerHl 
Howe's Speech b^ore a OommiUee 0/ the Hotue of Oommoru, April 29, 1779.) 

1 *< The most essential duty I had to observe was, not wantonly to com- 
" mit his Mfvjeoty's troops where the object was inadequate. I knew, 
** well, that any considerable Iobs sustained by the Army could not, 
"speedily nor easily, be repaired. I also knew that one great point 
" towards gaining the confidence of an Army— and a General without it 
"is upon the most dangerous ground— is never to expose the Troops, 
*' where, as I said before, the object is inadequate."— (General Howe's 
Speech be/ore a OammUlee of the Houee of Cbrnmoiw, April 29, 1779.) 

s "Although some persons condemn me for having endeavoured to con- 
"ciliate his Mig^Bty's rebellious subjects, by taking every means to pre- 
"vent the destruction of the country instead of irritating them by a con- 
" trary mode of proceeding ; yet am I, from many reasons, satisfied, in 
"my own mind, that I acted, in that particular, for the benefit of the 
"King's service.*'- (General Howe's Speech before a Conunittee of the 
HoMM of Oommonej April 29, 1779.) 



the occupation of the City of New York, by the Royal 
Army — which was successfully accomplished, later in 
the day — the Phcsnix, of forty-four guns, and com- 
manded by Captain Hyde Parker, the jRoebuck, of 
forty-four guns, and commanded by Captain Ham- 
mond, and the Tartar, of twenty-eight guns, com- 
manded by Captain Ommany, each with a tender, had 
been moved up the Hudson-river, as far as Blooming- 
dale ;'' and they had remained at anchor, at that place 
after the Royal Army had occupied that City, cover- 
ing the left flank of the lines and very effectually 
closing the navigation of the lower portion of the 
river, to the Americans. But, about eight o'clock, on 
the morning of Wednesday, the ninth of October, 
they got under way and stood, with an easy southerly 
breeze, up the river. The Americans, with great 
labor and outlay of means, had constructed a chevaux- 
de-frise, for the protection of the navigation, above 
Fort Washington ; ^ and it was hoped it would have 
intercepted the further passage of the ships while the 
batteries, at Fort Washington and Fort Lee, and the 
galleys, which had been stationed behind the cAevaux- 
dt-frUe, played on them ; but, " to the surprise and 
'' mortification" of General Washington and his com- 
mand, they passed all the obstructions, '* without the 
*^ least difficulty, and without receiving any apparent 
^'damage from our forts,*^ though they kept up a 
" heavy fire from both sides of the river." • 

^Genercl Wa»hin{fkm to tA« Fteeidmi of Oongreu^ " Hxad-qvaktkks, 
"at Colonel Morris's house, 16 September, 1776;'* General Hotce 
to Lord Oeorge Germaine, " Head-quarters, New-Yore, September 21, 
(« 1776 ; " The New-York Gaxetle and the Weekly Mercury , No. 13U3, Nxw- 
ToRK, Monday, October 14, 1776. 

General Heath, (Jtfsmoirt, 60,) said these Ships were "sent np tiie 
"river, as far as Greenwich," only, on ^efowrteenth of September. 

4 Doctor Sparks, in his WriUngt of George Wofhington^ (iv., 30, note,) 
said " the mode of constmcting the ehewmx-de-friae was a contrivance of 
" General Patman*s ; '* and, in support of that statement, he quoted from 
a letter written by the General to General Gates, dated July 26th, in 
which were these words : " We are preparing chevaux-de-friae^ at which 
" we make great disintch by the help of ships, which are to be sunk ; a 
" scheme of mine, which you may be assured is very simple, a plan of 
"which I send you.'* 

Had not the General's own words been given In support of the state- 
ment, we should have supposed the Doctor had mistaken the General for 
Colonel Rufus Putnam, who was an Engineer: and the more so, since 
even the most zealous of the General's biographers and eulogists are 
silent, on this subject. Possibly, however, that silence may be accounted 
for, ttova. the result of the profeasional stupidity of the Engineer, whom- 
soever he may have been. 

ft In this instance, General Washington was mistaken, since the "ships 
"suffered much, in their masts and rigging; " and GaptaJn Parker sub- 
sequently reported that the Phanix lost a Midshipman, two Seamen, and 
one Servant, killed, and a Boatswain, a Carpenter, eight Seamen, a Ser- 
vant, a negro Man, and a private Marine, wounded ; that the Bo^mch 
lost a Lieutennnt, a Midshipman, and two Seamen, killed, and a Mid- 
shipman, two Seamen, and a Corporal of Marines, wounded ; and that the 
Tartar lost a Midshipman, killed, and a Lieutenant of Marines wounded. 
— {Report of the KUled and Wounded on board JS%$ Ma^eety'e SMpe pau' 
ing the BaJtieriee, the %th of October, 1776.) 

See, also, Admiral Lord Howe's despatch to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, ** Eaole orr New- York, November 23, 1776." 

^General Waahtngton to the Ckmgreee, ** Heights or Harlem, 7 Octo- 
" her, 1776," postscript, dated "October 9th ,'' Uetitenanicolonel Tench 
TUghman to the OommUUe of Safety ^ ** Head-quarters, Harlem-Heigbts, 
"9 Octr, 1776 ;" Gmeral George Clinton to the Convention, " King's Bridge, 
" 10 October, 1776 ; " Tke ifew-York Gazette and the WeeUff Mercury, No. 
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It would not have beea very apparent how these 
vessels could have passed such seemingly formidable 
obstructions, ''without the least difficulty/' nor for 
what especial reason General Washington was '' sur- 
" prised and mortified," when such a passage had been 
ffuccessfully acomplished, had not General George 
Clinton, who commanded the Militia of the State 
who had been called out for the reinforcement of the 
Continental Army, at Kingsbridge, informed the 
Convention that the ships had " passed by, in shore, 
" East of our obstructiond in the river" * — that the 
deep waters of the river, in shore, immediately around 
the point which juts into the river, at that place, had 
been left entirely unprotected — a fact which reflects 
very little credit on the skill or the forethought of either 
the Engineer or those who' were employed in build- 
ing the obstructions, especially since the FhoRnix and 
the Ro8e and their respective tenders had passed the 
same obstructions, in the same way, on the eighteenth 
of August, after the galleys and the fireships had 
rendered their longer stay, in the waters of the 
Hudson-river, both unprofitable and hazardous.* 

After the vessels had passe<i the obstructions, they 
ran up the river as far as Dobbs's-ferry, where they 
again cast anchor. On their passage up the river, they 
captured two or three small river-crafl — one of them 
loaded with Rum, Sugar, Wine, etc.— and sunk a sloop 
which had on board a machine invented by Mr. 
Bushnell, for blowing up the British Fleet.' Two 
new ships, purchased for the further obstruction of 
the channel of the river, were driven ashore, near 
Yonkers — one of them was afterwards recovered, how- 
ever, by a party of men whom General Clinton sent 
from Kingsbridge, for tbat purpose;* and two galleys, 
which had been stationed near the obstructions, were 
also driven ashore, near Dobbs's-ferry, and captured 
by the enemy.* While the ships were at anchor, off 



1303, Nbw-Tork, Monday, October 14, 1776 ; The FreematCt Jowwd and 
New-Eampahire G<tx»Ue, Volume 1, Number 27, Pobtsmouth, Tuesday, 
November 26, 1776; The PauuylvnHia Journal, No. 1767, Philadelphia, 
Wednesday, October 16, 1776; Sauthier's Plan of the Operaiions of the 
Kintg'B Armjf uiHder the command of General S' WOliam Hoice, K. B., in 
New York and Eaat New Jergqf, Ed. Loudon : 1777— opposite— ; Memoirs 
of General Heathy 68 ; etc. 

'^General George Clinton to the CSmtMn/ioK, "King's Bazd(?k, 10 Oc- 
"tober, 1776." 

sVide page 216, ante. 

* The late Charles J. Bushnell, of New York, well known among nu- 
mismatists and antiquaries, was of the same family as the Mr. Bushnell 
referred to, iu the text ; and he gathered, with great labor and much 
cost, everything which was known to exist, concerning that early in- 
ventor. The only description of the machine for destroying veasi^ls at 
anchor, invented by him and destroyed by the enemy whom it was in- 
tended to annoy, as far as we huvo knowledge, may be seen in the Jlfe- 
moir$ of General lf«(tf&, 69. 

* We have some reHsons for supposing that both these ships were 
saved ; although no direct evidence appears that more than one of them 
was brought off. See, however, UetUenant-colonel JVghman to General 
Heath, "Hkad-quautkbis, October 9,1776;" Colonel Reed to the tame, 
«* October 9, 1776 ; " General Putnam to the same, " Wednesday, poon ; " 
Lienteaant-colonel TSghman to Robert R. Litfingetonj *' Heap-qua&teks, 
" Haslrm IIbiohts, October 10, 1776 ;" etc. 

i LieutenanU Putnam and Cleavee to General WaMhington, "Nottrp 



Dobbs's-ferry, a boat's crew was sent ashore, and sig- 
nalized its presence by plundering a store, and by 
staving the casks and setting the building on fire; 
but the fire was extinguished by the Americans, after 
the enemy had returned to his boat.* 

The movement of the ships, up the river, and the 
consequent control of the latter, notwithstanding the 
obstructions on which so much dependence had been 
rested, very promptly called forth the entire energies 
of General George Clinton^ and General Heath,^both of 
them in Westchester-county, to prevent the enemy 
from effecting a landing and for the protection of the 
property which was exposed to the ravages of his 
tenders and boats ; and. of course, the vigilant Com- 
mander-in-chief immediately despatched an express 
to the Convention, that notice might be immediately 
communicated to General James Clinton, command- 
ing the fortit, in the Highlands, putting him on his 
guard, and directing that precautions should be taken 
to prevent the river-craft from falling into the hands 
of the enemy — ^the General was not informed of the 
destination of the ships nor of the purposes of the 
movement; but he was not, apparently, very much 
alarmed, and supposed, only, tbat they were sent to 
cut off the communication of the American Army, by 
water, to the northward ; " probably to gain recruits ;** 
and to close the supplies of the Americans, especially 
those of Boards, for the construction of Barracks, 



*' River, October 9, 1776;" General George Clinton to the Convention, 
"Kino's BBinoB, 10 October, 1776 ; " The Philadelphia Evening Pott, Vol- 
ume 2, Number 270, Philadelphia, Saturday, October 12, 1776; The 
Penn^lvania Journal, No. 1767, Puilaoelphia, October 16, 1776 ; If*- 
moir$ of General Heath, C8, 69. 

• Memoin of General HeaOi, 09. 

Among the incidents of 1776, Bolton related the following : "Upon 
'*tbe 9th of October, a body of 1100 British troops embarked on board 
"batteaux at Peekskill and the same night proceeded to Tarr^'town, 
** where they landed at daybreak, and occupied the heights adUoining." 
— (Hutoiy of Wettdteeter-eowntfi, second edit, i. 34S.) 

Although the historian has referred to "Gaine's Weeldn Merenry,"* 
as his authority, we have failed to And the slightest evidence, anywhere, 
that such a movement as he has thus described was really made ; and 
with the best of evidence, accessible to every one, tbat there were no 
British troops in Westchester^iounty, until several days after the date 
referred to, nor, then, within many miles from Peekskill, we dismiss the 
statement as something else than History. 

^ General Clinton sent out the detachment of troops which rescued one 
of the ships which were driven ashore, near YonkerB.-><(7«N«ra< <?eor^« 
Clinton to the Convention, "King's Bridok, 10 October, 1776.") 

« General Heath ordered Colonel Sargent, with five hundn-d Infantry 
and forty Cavalry ; Captain Horton, of the Artillery, with two twelve- 
pounders ; and Captain Crafts, with a howitzer, to march, immediately 
and with all possible expedition, to Dobbs's-ferry ; and the entire Divis- 
ion was forme<l, in order of bijttle, and •• moved down, over the di^erent 
"grounds which it was supposed might be the scene of action."— (J|f«. 
moire of General Heath, 69 ) 

See, also, Central Heath\$ Orden to Colonel Sargent, " King's Bridok, 
"October 9, 1776 ; " David How's Diary, October 9, 1776 ; Colonel Sar- 
gent to Gfneral Heath, " Half past two o'clock at night, Dobb's Kkrrt, 
" October 10, 1776 ; " General Heath't Orden to Colonel Sargent, " King's 
•• Bbidgk, October 10, 1776 ; " etc. 



* We have not found a file of Oaino's New- York Gazette and the WeeUg 
Mercury of the latter portion of 1776 ; and the well-informed Mr. Kelby, 
of the New York Historical Society, infonqs us that such a flle Is not 
know]:) to him, anywhere. 
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which it should have received, at an earlier day, and 
of which it was in great need.' 

The enemy's Squadron got under way, again, dur- 
ing the evening, and sailed up the river, as far as 
Tarrytown ; where it anchored, and remained during 
the entire period which was occupied by those stirring 
and momentous events of which their own movement, 
up the Hudson-river, was the earlier portion.' 

When the information of that movement of the 
enemy '9 ships reached the Committee of Safety, at 
Fishkill, it was, evidently, very much alarmed ; but, 
with that promptitude which the emergency de- 
manded, it immediately ordered three hundred of 
the Militia of Ulster-county to be sent down, without 
any delay, to Peekskill, '* well armed and accoutred, 
''and with three days' provisions;" that a sufficient 
number of the Militia of Orange-county, below the 
mountains — now Rockland -county — should be called 
out for the due protection of that portion of the 
western bank of the river, and one hundred from the 
Militia of the same County, above the mountains, 
should be called out and sent to Peekskill, with three 
days' provisions; that all the Rangera which had been 
enlisted for the protection of the frontiers of Ulster- 
county should be marched to Fishkill, evidently for 
the purpose of holding the more violent of the di'-af- 
fected, in Duchess-county, in check ; and it also sent 
expresses to Oeneral Schuyler, commanding the 
Northern Army, and to General George Clinton, at 
Kingsbridge, declaring its helplessness and begging 
'' the most speedy succour." It also wrote a letter to 
General Washington, in which the condition of the 
country was thus described ; ** Nothing can be more 
*' alarming than the present situation of our State. 
'' We are daily getting the most authentic intelli- 
'* gence of bodies of men, enlisted and armed, with 
''orders to assist the enemy. We much fear that 
" those, co-operating with the enemy, will seize such 
" passes as will cut off all communication between the 
"Army and us, and prevent your supplies. We 
" dare not trust any more of the Militia out of this 
" County, \_Duche»»,2 We have called for some aid 
" from the two adjoining ones ; but beg leave to sug- 
" gest to your Excellency the propriety of sending a 
"body of men to the Highlands or Peekskill, to 



1 General Wcuhington to the Continentai CongreM, ** Hkiouts.of Hake- 
"LEM, 7 October, 1776,** postscript dated, "October 9th ;** the 9am€ to 
General SchupUTf "Hsad-quabtkbs, Haklem Hkiohtb, October 10, 
" 1776." 

i Lieutenant-eolonel TOgkman to the ContfetUion^ " Hkad-quabteiui, 
" Harlsm-Heioiits, October 10, 1776 ; *' Colonel Sargent to General HeaOi, 
*' Half-past two o'clock at night, Dobb's Fbkby, October 10, 1770 ; " * 
Colonel Ann Hmckes Hay to the ConnntttoN, " Havbbotbaw, October 10, 
"1776;" 

*It is very evident that this Uttar was written at half-past two o'clock 
In the morning of the tenth of October, since It was received, at King's 
Bridge, and answei-od, by General Heath, on that day ; and the Colonel 
and his command, pursuant to Ordere thus conveyed, countermarched to 
King's Bridge, where they arrived ** At Nigbti" of the same dAy.— (Gene- 
ral HeathU Ordera to Colonel Sargent^ ** Kings Beidob, October lo, 1776 ;'* 
David How's Qiary, 10 October, 1776; Memo'w oj General Heath, 69.) 



"secure the passes, prevent insurrections, and over- 
" awe the disaffected. We suppose your Excellency 
" has taken the necessary steps to prevent their land- 
" ing of any men from the ships, should they be so 
" inclined, a» no reliance at all can be placed on the 
" Militia of Westchester-county." ' Two days after- 
wards, Bobert B. Livingston, himself a member of 
the Committee of Safety and present when the letter 
from which we have quoted was written, addressed a 
personal letter, appealing to General Washington to 
do, for tbe protection of the Highlands — ^behind 
which all the immense estates of the Livingston family 
were, then, very securely situated — and for that of 
the State, what he, therein, elaborately described; 
although he must have known, when it was written, 
that Oeneral Washington could not, possibly, comply 
with a^single one of the many requests which that 
letter contained.^ 

In the same connection, and in order that the 
reader may understand the temper of the great body 
of the people, beyond the limits of Duchess and 
Westchester-counties, we find room for the reply of 
the Colonel commanding the Militia of Orange- 
county, below the mountains, to the requisition which 
was made, by the Committee of Safety, for men 
enough to protect that portion of the western bank 
of the river, to which reference has been made. It 
was in the^e words : " We are in daily expectation of 
" their" [the ships] " proceeding up the river ; and I am 
"sorry to inform the Committee of Safety that, should 
"they attempt to land with one barge, I cannot com- 
" mand a force sufficient to prevent their penetrating 
'*the country. I have exerted myself to muster the 
" Militia, but have not been able to raise a guard of 
"more than thirty-eight men of my Begiment, at one 
" time, at Nyack.* The wood-cutters employed by 
"order of General Heath have been with me, but 
"have received orders to proceed in cutting wood for 
"the Army; and I have not, at present, but eleven 
" men to guard the shore between Verdudigo Hook 
"and Stony Point.* In this situation, I leave the 
"Committee of Safety to determine what can be ex- 
"pected from me, in a way of opposition. 

"My whole Begiment consists of but three hundred 
"men : most of them are without arms, they having 
"been taken for the Continental troops. Most of my 
"men refuse to attend the service, though repeatedly 



s Journal 0/ the Committee of Safely^ ** Thursday afternoon, Octon 10, 
"1776." 

* Robert B. Lieingtton to General WaAlnglony "Fishbju,, 12 October, 
"1776." 

* As tbe ships were anchored off Nyack as well as off Tarrytown, those 
villages being exactly opposite, the former on the western and the latter 
on the eastern bank of the river, and as two boats' crews had made an 
attempt to go ashore, at Nyack, on the preceding Sunday, it will be seen 
why the Colonel mentioned Nyack, eq)ecially, in his despatch to the 
Gommittee of Safety. 

The shore-line thus described includes the entire western bank of that 
portion of the Hudson-river which is known as Haverstraw Bay, extend- 
ing fh>m a short distance above Nyack to within a diort distance from 
the sonthernmoflt entrance into the Highlands. 
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"summoned. Many reasonB are assigned for this 
" desertion of the service, such as, that the troops last 
"raised were, by the Convention, expressly levied. for 
** the purpose of protecting the shore ; that this in- 
" duced many of their people to enlist, but they have 
" been drawn off from the immediate defence of their 
'* wives, children, and property, to guard the eastern 
" shore of the river, contrary to their expectations. 
"Others declare that if they leave their business, 
" their families must starve, as they have all their 
" Com and Buckwheat to secure, and have been so 
"called off, during the Summer, by the public 
" troubles, as not to have been able to put in the 
"ground, any Winter Grain, and would, therefore, as 
"leave die by the sword as by famine. A third set, 
" and the most numerous, declare that the Congress 
" have rejected all overtures for a reconcili)ition, in- 
" consistent with Independency ; that all they desire 
" is peace, liberty, and safety ; and that if they can 
** procure that, they are contented.'' ^ 

It will be seen, from this official statement, that 
there were other Militia than that of Westchester- 
county on whom "no reliance at all could be placed,'' 
in that hour of extreme danger; and, when tt>ken 
into consideration, in connection with the facts that 
the Counties of Richmond. Kings, Queens, and Suf- 
folk had returned to their allegiance to the King; 
that Duchess-county was in open and armed opposi- 
tion to the Convention, and was kept in subjection 
only by the occupation of the County and the support 
of the few friends of the Convention who lived there, 
by five hundred armed men, drawn from Connecflicut; 
and that the Manor of Livingston, including the whole 
of the lower portion of Albany-county, was almost 
entirely "disaffected," Colonel Hay's exposition of 
the temper of the farmers of Orange-county very 
clearly established the fact that "disaffection" was 
not peculiar to the farmers of Westchester-county ; 
and that the Declaration of Independence had not 
been received with any favor, by the greater number 
of the inhabitants of New York. 

The purposes of the enemy, in sending the Ph^xnix 
and her consorts up the Hudson-river and in anchor- 
ing them off Tarry town, as we have seen, were var- 
iously interpreted by General Washington and the 
Committee of Safety; and they have continued to 
receive the scattered attention of those who have 
written on the subject, to this day.' But, while the 



1 Colonel Ann Hawket Hay to the Oonpcnlioii, " Havebbtbaw, Octor. 
" 16, 1776." 

s Hnnhall, mfe of George Wa$hington, Ed. PhiludelpbU : 1804, ii., 
495,406,) rery accurately, stated the object of the moyement was to se- 
cure to General Howe the poawflBion of the North-river aboTe Klugs- 
bridge, without, however, statiug more than that. Sparks, {Lifeof Qeorge 
WcuhiugtoHy Ed Btietun : 1842, 104,) said they "secured a free passage to 
" the Highlands, thereby preventing Hny bupplies, from coming to the 
'* American Army, by water." Hildreth, (Hittory of the United States^ 
iii., 154,) said, only, they ** cut off all mipplies from the country. South 
" and West of that river," the Hudson. Bancroft, (History ^ the United 
Btntn^ original oditlun, ix., 174 ; the •nine, centenary edition, t., 430,) 



surmises of General Washington and those of the 
Convention were thrown out before the ships had 
reached the anchorage-ground to which they had 
been ordered and, therefore, before either their des- 
tination or the purposes for which they had been 
ordered to move up to Tarrytown were definitely 
made known to any one, except to their own Officers, 
there is no evidence whatever, in the subsequent 
conduct of those ships, to give the slightest weight to 
any of those earlier surmises, no matter by whom 
originated ; and the direction in which the alarm of 
the Commander-in-chief and the Convention trended, 
in the light afforded by immediately subsequent 
events, was, certainly, not the right one — the ships 
certainly made no attempt to renew the previously 
unsuccessful attempt to give countenance and sup- 
port, for military purposes, to the disaffected farmers 
of Westchester-county: they certainly made no at- 
tempt whatever to seize the forts in the Highlands 
and to occupy the water communication through the 
Highlands: and there is not the slightest evidence 
that they effected or attempted to effect combinations 
with anybody, on shore, for any purpose whatever. 
Had their purpose been to cut off the supplies of the 
American Army, as some have supposed and stated — , 
a project which would have been unnecessary, if the 
American A.rmy was to be obliged to abandon its 
strong position, near Kingsbridge, in order to prevent 
the enemy from falling on its rear — the ships would 
not have anchored at so great a distance from the 
American lines ; nor would they have chosen, as 
their station, the widest part of the river, at that 
place quite three miles wide, of which two-thirds or 
more are shoal-water, over which the small river-craft 
could pass and re-pass, with impunity ; while, within 
four miles, equally good anchorage grounds could 
have been found, equally safe from interference from 
the Americans, less exposed to the heavy winds of the 
season, which would have required not more than one- 
half the extent of guard-duty, and, at the same time, 
which would have been equally effective, for the pur- 
pose named. Had the purpose been, as others have 
supposed, to have obstructed the retreat of the Amer- 
ican Army and the removal of its stores and heavy 
gunff, by water, it is equally strange that the place 
which was designated for the anchorage of the ships 
was situated not far from ten miles above the Ameri- 
can lines, within which General Washington held an 



referred to nothing else than to the Pkotnix and the Roebuck and the ten- 
ders ; and. very cautiously, for reasons which are not unknown to us, he 
said nothing whatever concerning the purposes of the expedition. Ir> 
ving, {lAfe of WtuMngton^ Ed. New York : 1^56, ii., 367-873,) in the 
most carefully prepared description of all, with a grave error In his de- 
scription of the passage of the ships through the obstructions, and 
another in making General Washington do what was done by General 
Heath, recited all the surmlaet; of the inhabitants and othen, cofioem- 
Ing the ot^ect of the movement, without pretending to offer any of his 
own. 

No other writer of the history of that period has noticed the sulject, 
notwithstanding its great importance. 
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undisputed line of communication with New Jersey, 
protected by the guns of both Fort Washington and 
Fort Lee, over which, if adversity had overtaken him, 
he could have securely retreated. For these reasons, 
and with the knowledge which all the events of that 
period in which that particular Squadron was con- 
cerned, has imparted, we have seen no reason for con- 
curring with those who have already written concern- 
ing the purposes of General Howe, in the removal of 
the Squadron which had covered the lefl flank of his 
lines, from its anchorage, off Bloomingdale, to a dis- 
tant anchorage, offTarrytown, when he had no fur- 
ther use for it, at the former station, and expected to 
make it useful, for the same purpose, in the latter ; 
and, at the same time, from the best evidence which 
we have been able to control, we have formed an opin- 
ion, concerning those purposes, which differs from 
all those to which we have referred and of all of 
which we have heard. That opinion may be thus 
stated : when preparations were being made by Gen- 
eral Howe, for the military occupation of the City of 
New York, before any movement for that purpose 
was actually made, these ships were moved up the 
Hudson-river, on the opposite hide of the island, for 
the purpose, as General Howe subsequently informed 
the Home Government, of drawing the attention of 
the Americans to that side, while the real operations 
were lo be made on the other side. In short, the 
movement, on that occasion, was, primarily, a feint ; 
but it had served, also, to command the lower por- 
tion of the river ; to prevent the retreating Americans 
from removing their stores or heavy guns, from the 
City to Kingsbridge, by water; and, therefore, to 
throw into the hands of the Royal Army, both stores 
and guns which the Americans could ill-afford to 
lose. Subsequent to the establishment of the former, 
in the City of New York, the Squadron, at its anchor- 
age, off Bloomingdale, had effectually covered the 
left flank of the enemy's lines, which, without such a 
protection, would have been negligently exposed to 
the well-known enterprise of the Americans ; and, as 
far as we have seen it, there is not the slightest evi- 
dence that the Squadron had been engaged in any 
other service. At the time now under notice. Gen- 
eral Howe was again preparing to move his great 
command, at that time, by way of the Sound, into 
Westchester-county ; and he did no more, concern- 
ing that Squadron, in that connection, than he had 
done, in the former instance, when he had moved 
that command from Long Island to the City of New 
York — he caused it to be moved further up the river, 
evidently, again, in order "to draw the enemy's" 
[the Americans'^ " attention to that side," while he 
and his command should effect a landing, on the 
other side of the County, with lesser opposition and 
ditliculty ; and it is not improbable, in view of the 
recognized purposes of General Howe, in proposing 
to move his command into Westchester-county, that 
it was expected, also, to cover that flank of the Army, 



in whatever operations it should become engaged, 
within that County. We believe that these were the 
only purposes for which the Squadron was moved up 
the river ; and we also believe that, for the purpose of 
a feint, the movement was, again, an entire success : be- 
cause of the subsequent movements of the two Armies, 
it was not required for any other purpose. 

Having detached two Brigades of British and one 
Brigade of Hessian troops, the whole under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-general Earl Percy, to occupy 
the exterior lines, on the high grounds to the south- 
ward of the Harlem-plain, for the protection of the 
City of New York,^ and another Brigade of British 
troops to garrison the City itself,^ ''all previous arrange- 
*' ments, having been made," early on the morning of 
Saturday, the twelfth of October, the first detachment 
of the forces designated for that purpose, under the 
personal command of General Howe, embarked, at 
Kip*s-bay,' in the City of New York, in flat-boats, 
batteaux, etc. ; and, having passed through Hell- 
gate, landed — ^the Gary»forty frigate, having been so 
placed that she could cover the descent — about nine 
o'clock in the morning, on Throgg's-neck, in the 
Borough Town of Westchester, in Westchester- 
county.* 

It was an exceedingly foggy morning ; ' and, from 
the fact that General Washington made no allusion 
to the enemy's movement, in letters written by him, 
on that day, respectively, to the President of the Con- 
gress and to Governor Cooke, of Rhode Island, not- 
withstanding his Headquarters, in the elegant man- 
sion of Colonel Roger Morris, more recently owned 

- - - — ^ — ■ — -^ 

1 QefMral Howe lo Lord George Germainet " Niir Yokk, November 30, 
" 1776." 

> General Howe made no mention of a third Brigade of British troops 
haying been left, to garrison the City ; but common sense tells as there 
must haTe been such a Garrison, within the thickly settled portions of 
the City; and Captain Hall, {HitUiry of the CivQ War in America, i.,203,) 
and Stedman, {Hi»tory of the American War^ i., 210,) both of them offlcen 
of the Royal Army, have left records of the fact. 

s Captain Hall, {Hiatory,of the doU War im America^ 1., 203.) said the 
troops were embarked, for this movement, in ZVirl2a-bay ; but, inasmuch 
as the naval portions of the movemunt were made under the personal 
superintendence of Admiral Lord Howe, we have preferred his statement, 
in his despatch to the Admiralty, (** Eaolb, opf New- York, November 
*<23, 1776,*') that the embarkation wan at Kip's btLy. 

* Admiral Lord Howe to Mr. SUiphe$u^ Secretary of the Admiralfff, " Eaolb, 
"oPF Nbw-Toek, November 23, 1776;" General Howe to Lord George 
Germame, ** New- York, November aO, 1776;" Gm«ral WaakimgUm to 
General Heath, " HxAixtUAHTKBa, October 12,1776 ;'' the same to the Qm- 
greea, " Heights of Haerlbm, 12 October, 1776," postscript dated, " Oc- 
"tober 13th ; " Diary of David Howe, October 12, 1776 ; General Wathinff- 
Um to Governor Oooke, "Hkadq carters, Harlex Heights, October 12, 
" 1776 ; " postscript dated *' October T3th ; " Colonel SmaUwood to the 
Maryland Convention, ** Camp op THE Maryland Reoulars, Heaihiuar- 
" TERR, October 12, 1776 ; " Extract of a tetter from Harlem, in The Penn- 
sylvania Evening Post, YolunM 2, Number 271, Philadelphia, Tuesday, 
October 10, 1776 ; the eame, in The Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1767, Phil- 
adelphia, Wednesday, October 16, 1776 ; [Hall's] Hietory of the Cicil War 
in America, i., 203; Stedman^s History of the American War, i.. 21U ; Gor- 
don's HiaUjry of the American RevoluUon, ii., 336 ; Memoir of General Heath, 
70 ; etc. 

6 AdmircU Lord Howe to Mr. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, ** Ea- 
*' OLE, OFF New- York, November 23, 1776 ; " General Howe to Lord 
George Oermaine, " New York. 80 November, 1776 ; " [Hairs] Htsfory 
of the CivQ War in America, i., 203. 
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by Madame Jamel,^ commanded a fine view of the 
East-liver and Sound ; and because the intelligence 
of the movement which he first received, was con- 
veyed to him, by express, from General Heath, after 
the landing had been made,' it may be reasonably 
supposed that the movement of the Royal Army, into 
Westchester-county, was unknown to him, until after 
it had been accomplished ; that the left flank of the 
American Army had been successfully turned, a sec- 
ond time, without his knowledge ; and that the latter 
was placed, again, by reason of that successful move- 
ment of the enemy, in such a critical situation that 
its very existence was threatened — it is noteworthy, 
also, that if a dense fog had served to secure the es- 
cape of the American Army from what appeared to 
have threatened its entire destruction, at Brooklyn, a 
similarly dense fog, on the occasion now under notice, 
had afforded a similar advantage to the Royal Army, 
in its effort to recover the great military advantages 
which it had lost, on the former occasion. 

During the afternoon of the same day, [October 12, 
1776,] the second detachment of the Royal Army 
passed Hell-gate, in forty-two sail of vessels, includ- 
ing nine ships ; and it was, also, safely landed.' 

The naval portion of that very important movement 
was performed under the personal supervision of 
Admiral Lord Howe, assisted by Commodore Ho- 
tham ; and the assistance of most of the Captains of 
the Fleet and that of the naval officers, in general, 
which were freely given, secured, for that difficult 
movement, the most complete success, the only loss 
sustained having been that of an artillery-boat, with 
three six-pounders and three men, which was upset 
and sunk by the rapidity of the current,^ probably in 
Hell-gate. 

General Howe, notwithstanding his successful oc- 
cupation of Westchester-county, was made the object 
of much censure, because of his movement to 
Throgg*s-neck, first, because of the danger to which 
the City of New York was exposed by the withdrawal 
of so large a portion of the Army ; and the tempta- 
tion which was offered to General Washington to 



^ The flD« old mansion still occupies its plnce, with few, if any, altera- 
tionsy on the high grounds forming the southern bank of the Harlem- 
river, near One hundred aud sixtj-ninth-etreet. a little below the High- 
bridge of the Croton-acqufduct. Madame Jumel, who was also the widow 
of Aaron Burr, has t>een dead, many yean ; and the right to the owner- 
ship of the property has been bitterly contested, in the Courts ; but the 
old house remains— and long may it remain. 

s OoUmel Hamiaofft replf/, under Gmeral WaahmgUm't in$truetiotu, 
" HiAD-QVARTBBg, Octobor 12, 1776 ; ** Oohnel Bwmg to the Maryland 
CfmmfU of Safety, " Camp near Hahuui, October 13, 1776." 

s General WaMnglonto the Oimgreea^ " Hkiohts or Harlim, 12 Octo- 
"ber, 1776;** postscript, dated ** October 13th;** the »a$ne to General 
Wardf ** UiCAiv^UARTERg, Harlxm Hbiouts, October 13, 1776 ; " Extract 
of a Letter from Harlem^ dated October 13, in The PemiMylvama Evening 
i\M(, Volume 2, Number 271, Pkilabklphia, Tuesday, October 16, 1776 ; 
the Mtme, in The Penn^lvania Jonmaly No. 1767, Phii«u>klpuia, Wednes- 
day, October 16, 1776 ; Memoira of General Heathy 71. 

* Admiral Lord Howe to Mr. Stephentf Secretary to the Admiralty^ "BSa- 
" OLB, orw Nbw-Tork, Norember 23, 1776 ; ** General HtAoe to Lord George 
Gemtame, "Nxw-York, 30 NoTember, 1776;*' [Hall*sJ Hietory of the 
Cfiva War in America, 1., 202. 



make a dash, in that direction, instead of moving the 
American Army into Westchester-county ; * in which 
latter case the three Brigades commanded by General 
Lord Percy would have been seriously imperiled ; 
and, second, because he had landed on Throgg*s-neck, 
which was really an island, instead of on the main- 
land, where none of the difficulties to which he was 
exposed, on the Neck, would have been encountered.' 
But, if the General noticed the first of these criti- 
cisms, we have seen no mention of it ; and, in answer 
to the second, without pretending to offer any further 
explanation, although it is understood that he could 
easily have done so,^ he said, before the Committee of 
the HoU'«e of Commons, who was considering his 
conduct, as Commander-in-chief of the Army, that 
the landing at Peirs-neck instead of at Throgg's- 
neck, " would have been an imprudent measure, as it 
*' could not have been executed without much un- 
" necessary risk." * 

Throgg*s-neck is a peninsula, on the eastern border 
of Westchester-county, which stretches upwards of 
two miles into the Sound. It was separated from the 
mainland by a narrow creek and a marsh, and was 
surrounded by water, every high-tide. At the time of 
which we write, a bridge across the creek, connecting 
with a causeway across the marsh, afforded means for 
communication between the mainland and the Neck ; 
besides which, however, the upper end of the creek was 
fordable, at low-water." As early as the third of Oc- 
tober, General Heath, who commanded those detach- 
ments from the Army who were in Westchester-county, 
had reconnoitred his position, accompanied by Colonel 



» Anmud Begieterfor 1776, Hietory of Europe, 176*. 

« [Hairs] History of the dvU War in Amerioa, i., 203 ; 8tedman*s 
Hietory of the American War, 1., 210 ; etc. 

It is very eTidetat, from indirect questions put to the GoTemment*s wit- 
ness against Sir William Howe, General Robertson, before a Committee 
of the House of Commons, on the fourteenth of June, 1779, that Lord 
George Gnrmaine was alw inclined to criticise the occupation of Throgg*s • 
n<*ck, adversely. 

7 It is said that the place for the landing of the troops was entirely 
entrusted to the naval offlcen, by whom Throgg*8-neck was selected, 
because of the unfituem of Peirs-neck, for that purpose ; and a glance 
at the official Chart of the Coast Survey, will satisfy any one of the wisdom 
displayed in the choice— the shallowness of the water, elsewhere, would 
have prevented the co-operation of the larger vessels of every class ; and, 
certainly, the landing of the troops at PelKs-neck could not have been 
covered by any vessel of force sufficient for such a purpose, without which 
no prudent officer would have attempted a landing, anywhere. 

But General Sir Henry Clinton has left a testimony on this subject, 
which disposes of every cavil. On the margin of his own copy of 8ted- 
man*s Hietory of the American War, (i. 211,) he wrote these words: " It 
" had been proposed to Sir William Howe that the troops should have 
** been marched to Harlem Point ** [Hoem''i Hook, at the mouth of the Har- 
lem River, oppoeiie Hell-gate,] '* there met by the boats, passed to City 
••Orchard '* [Oity-iMlandf] thence to Mill's Creek,'* [New RoeheUe-harhor,] 
•• and Bochelle. This was overruled ; and the above move to Frog*s 
•' Point took place. Lord Howe objected to MilPs Creek, under an idea 
•• that it would not be safe for ships to lay there." 

B Speech of Sir WiUiam Howe before a Committee of the Houee of Com- 
mone, April 29, 1779. 

9 Although Tfarogg*s-nock Is only a short distance from where we hare 
lived during the past twenty-seven years, we have never been on the 
ground ; and we have depended, for what we have said of it, on General 
Heath, (Memoir», 67,) and on our unwearied friend, William H. De Lan- 
cey, Esq., who isfkmiliar with that portion of the County. 
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Hand, of the First Regiment of Contineiital Foot ; 
and, in doing so, he had " taken a view '* of the cause- 
way and the bridge, between the mainland and the 
Neck, at the western end of which a large quantity of 
cord- wood had been piled, ^* as advantageously siiu- 
" ated to cover a party defending the pass, as if con- 
'^ structed for the very purpose,'' as he has stated. 
Considering it possible that the enemy might make a 
lodgment on Throgg*s-neck, the General immediately 
ordered Colonel Hand to detail one of his best Subal- 
terns and twenty-five picked men, to that pass, '* as 
" their alarm-post, at all times," with orders, if the 
enemy should effect a landing on the Neck, immedi- 
ately to take up the planks of the bridge ; to oppose 
the movement of the enemy, to the mainland ; and, in 
case the fire of the detachment should appear to be in- 
sufficient to check the advance of the enemy, over the 
causeway, to set fire to a tide-mill which stood on the 
mainland, at the western extremity of the bridge.' 
He also ordered Colonel Hand to detail anotherparty 
to guard the fording- place, at the head of the creek ; 
and to reinforce both these parties, if the enemy 
should efi*ect a landing on the Neck; and he promised 
the Colonel that he should be properly supported. 
Colonel Hand carefully obeyed all these Orders, we 
are told;' and the only lines of communication with 
the mainland, from Throgg's-neck, were thus care- 
fully guarded, when General Howe and his command 
debarked on that isulated ground. 

When the enemy had efiected a landing, on the 
Neck, in the morning, his advance pushed forward, 
towards the causeway, for the purpose of occupying 
that line of communication with the mainland; but 
the detachment whom Colonel Hand had sent for the 
protection of it, had taken up the flooring of the 
bridge, Mgreeably to the General's orders ; and it also 
opened a fire on the enemy, with its rifles, compelling 
him to fall back to the main body. A similar move- 
ment of the enemy against the fording-place, at the 
head of the creek, met with n similar repulse ; and no 
further movements, toward the mainland, appear to 
have been made ; and, by way of precaution, a breast- 
work was thrown up, on the Neck, by the Royal 
troops, to cover the approach, by way of the cause- 
way.' 



1 We are indebted to our firiend, Edward F. de Lancey, Esq., of Mama- 
roneck, for the foUowiog account of that old Mill : 

'* The Mill and dam, at Westchester, were built by Colouel Caleb 
" Heathcote, the flrat Mayor of the Burough-TowD of Westchester, at bis 
** own expense. It stood till February, 1876, when it was accidentally 
*' burnt. The outside had been renewed, from time to time ; but the frame 
** was the original one, of massive hewn timber ; and at the time of its 
** destruction, it was the oldest Mill, in Westchester-county, and, probably, 
" in the State. 

" By the original Grant to Colonel Heathcote, the inhabitants reserved 
" the right to have their own grain ground, free. This was afterwards 
"commuted to a toll, payable to the present 'town* of Westchester, 
** which the Town ei^oyed, as a source of revenue, till the Mill was burnt ; 
"and the right to which it still retains, if the Mill shall be rebuilt/* 

2 Memoirs of GtMral Hifoth, 68. 
s Memoin of Qmerai HtatK, 70. 



Besides the despatch of an express to Head-quar- 
ters, with intelligence of the enemy's movements, to 
which reference has been made,^ General Heath rein- 
forced the guard, at the bridge, by ordering Colonel 
Prescott, the hero of Bunker's-hill, with his Regiment, 
and Captain -lieutenant Bryant, of the Artillery, with 
a three-pounder, to march to that place ; and Colonel 
Graham, of the New York Line, with his Regiment, 
and Lieutenant Jackson, of the Artillery, with a six- 
pounder, was ordered to march to the head of the 
creek, for the reinforcement of the guard who had 
been ported at that place. Besides the throwing up 
of an earthwork, opposite the western end of the 
causeway, the addition of the Brigade commanded by 
General McDougal to General Heath's command, and 
an irregular, scattering Are which was indulged in, 
by both parties, nothing i'urther was done by either 
of the Armies, during ihat day.^ 

When the intelligence of the movement of the 
greater portion of the Royal Army into Westchester- 
county, reached Head-quarters, Greneral Washington 
appears to have given way to despair, in view of his 
powerlessness and to have become despondent; al- 
though he appears to have really believed that the 
movement was not anything else than a feint. It is 
true that he ordered every Regiment who was under 
his immediate command, to be under arms, there, that 
it might be ready to act as occasion might require; 
that he authorized General Heath to make such dis- 
position of the troops, in Westchester-county, inclu- 
ding two Regiments of Militia who w ere posted near 
Kings-bridge, as he should think proper; and that he 
begged and trusted that every possible opposition would 
be given to the enemy, adding ** God. bless and lead you 
" on to Victory ; " • but it was hardly consistent with 
his duty, as Commander-in-chief of the Army, at that 
important moment, to remain at Head-quarters ; to 
give the absolute command of all the troops which 
were before the enemy to an Officer, excellent though 
be evidently was, as a subordinate, whose experience 



« Vide page 231, ante. 

ft Jtfemoirt of Gtneral Hfath, 70. 

tienertU Wtuhtngton, 6y hi$ Smretarg^ OoU-nel Boberi H. Harnmmf to 
Gmertd HotUh^ ** HBAiM)CARTfiM, I'i October, 1776." 

In the same connection, it is a noticeable fact that the G^wntl Orders 
of the day and there were no 4f^ Ordern, on that eventful twelfth of 
October, made no mention whatever of the movement of the enemy or of 
the disposition of the American troops ; that they were wrltt«n, entirely, 
in only three Hhort lines— (Oeiieral Ordtrt, ** Head qu artkbs, Haklsm 
" HuouTS, October 12, 1776 **)>-tbat General Washington, on that day, 
appears to have completed none of his letters which were unfinished 
when General Heath's express arrived at Head^qnarters ; and that no 
allusion whatever was made, by him, to the enemy's occnjmtionof West- 
chester-connty nor to any movement of his own oommasd, consequent 
on that occupation, in anything which he wrote or ordered to be written 
on that day, which we have found, except In that note, written by his 
Secretary, under his own eye, to General Heath, of which mention baa 
been made in tbo text As stated in the text, he certainly rode over to the 
village of Westchester and to the head of the creek, towards night, and 
looked at the preparations which had been made, at those places, to 
check any movement which the enemy should make ; but, beyond that 
informal inspection, he evidently did nothing whatever, as the Com- 
mander in chief of the American Army. 
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was so yery limited ; to transfer to that officer the en- 
tire responsibility of the opposition which was to be 
made against the powerful enemy who was actually 
moving against the very existence of the young 
States, not yet confederated and very poorly connect- 
ed even by the ties of a common danger ; and to give 
to him his parting if not his farewell blessing ; and 
nothing else than the bitterness of despair, the hope- 
lessness which seemed to overwhelm all other traits 
of his character, could, possibly, have produced such 
unusual, such remarkable, such extremely dangerous 
results. It is, indeed, stated that he rode over to the 
village of Westchester and to the head of the creek, 
late in the aA«moon ; but no one has pretended that 
he issued an Order or did any other act which the 
Commander-in-chief, under such peculiar circum- 
stances, might have been expected to have done.^ 

When General Greene, who was at Fort Constitu- 
tion, as Fort Lee was then called, heard of the move- 
ment of the enemy, he wrote to General Washington, 
stating that three Brigades, at that time in New 
Jersey, were in readiness to be sent over the river, 
for the reinforcement of the main Army ; and he 
hoped, if the force which was then on the eastern side 
of the river was insufficient to repel the enemy, that 
those Brigades, and he with them, might be ordered 
to cross the river, for its reinforcement, during the 
latter part of the coming night, as the enemy's ship- 
ping might move up, from below, and impede, if 
they should not totally stop, the troops from crossing.' 
But the proffered help was not accepted ;' and Greene, 
notwithstanding his honorable anxiety, appears to 
have remained in New Jersey, without having receiv- 
ed any answer to either his offer of help or his rea- 
sonable enquiries. 

But the interregnum continued only during a few 
hours ; and, gradually, the reason of the Commander- 
in-chief resumed its sway, his mental and physical 
strength was restored, and he was, again, the respon- 
sible head of the American Army. During the even- 
ing, as we have already seen, the Brigade commanded 
by General McDougal was ordered to move for the 
reinforcement of General Heath's command;* and. 



1 " Otir men, who are posted on the poasefl, seemed to be in great spir- 
** Its, when I left them last night." {Letter to the Preeident of the Cbn- 
gre»»^ ** Hbiohth op Harlkm, 12 October, 1776," postscript, dated, ** Oo- 
"toberWth.") 

9 Oenerat Greene to General WaMngton, " Fort Constitution, October 
"12, five o'clock, 1776." 

> We are not insensible that the General's grandson has said that 
" pnrtnf the troops wem called over, but Greene was not," (Greene's 
Life of Naihanad Greene, Edit. New York : 1867, 1., 235 ;) but he gave no 
authority for the statement, and wo have fonnd none ; and we prefer to 
believe that the proffered help was not accepted, at thattime^ although 
some portions of General Greene's coininaud were moved Into Wntchee- 
ter-connty, within a day or two, and after the Ck>mmander-in chief had 
recovered f^om his temporary despondency and had resumed the command 
of the Army. 

* Colonel SmaUteood to the Maryland Convention^ ''Gampopthk Mary- 
"land RKorLARS, Hraivouarters, October 12, 1776," postscript, signed 
by Chris'r Richmond, Adjutant, and dated " Sunday, October 13, 1776 ; " 
Oaltmd Ewiug to the Maryland CouncUof Safety, "Camp near Haklbm, 
"October 13, 1776;" MemoirM of General Hdath, 71. 
25 



with that Order, the record of that great day in the 
history of Westchester-county was closed. 

On the following morning, \_Sundayf October 18, 
1776,] General Washington became almost satisfied 
that the enemy's movement was not a feint ; that his 
main body was on ThroggVneck ; and that he ** had 
" in view the prosecution of his original plan, that of 
" getting in the rear of the Americans and of cutting 
" off their communication with the country." * That 
change in the GeneraPs opinion, as far as there was a 
change, appears to have been produced by the fact that 
Greneral Howe had made no attempt to make a land- 
ing at Morrisania, as the former had supposed he 
would have done; and, the first time, he '* thought it 
" would be advisable'' to reinforce and protect the 
troops who had been, for more than twenty-four 
hours, guarding the two passes through which the 
enemy could open communications with the main- 
land ; and he " recommended" the posting of small 
bodies of observation, at PelPs-point, at the mouth of 
Hutchinson's-river, at Hunt's-point, and at Willett's- 
point, without, however, giving an Order, for the 
execution of either of these.' At the same time, he 
strengthened the force already in Westchester-county, 
by moving the Brigade which had formerly been 
commanded by General Heath, for its support.'' 

He also ordered Colonel Tash, with his Regiment 
of New Hampshire Militiat then at the White Plains, 
to march to Fishkill, '' with all possible despatch," 
for the assistance of the Committee of Safety, in hold- 
ing the disaffected in check ; ^ he called a meeting of 
the General Officers, at noon, "at or near King's 
" Bridge," — as ** we are strangers to a suitable place," 
it was left for General Heath to determine where he 
would have them meet ; * and, finally, in these ringing 
sentences he attempted to arouse the Army to a sense 



s General Washington to General Ward^ " Hkad-qu artrrs, Harlkm 
"HiiOHTB, October 13, 1776." 

<^' I beg leave to inform yon that his Excellency (a^ the enemfy did not 
"attempt landing nt Morrisania, this morning,) thinks it would be ad- 
*' visable to send astronger force towaiUs the two passes, near the enemy, 
** where onr men were posted, yesterday, and also to throw up some 
*' works for their coTer and defence. He also reoommends strongly to 
"your 'attention, the keeping a good look-out at Peirs-poinc, at thd mouth 
"of Eastchoster-creek, and at Hunt's and WiUett's-pointH, for the sake of 
" gaining intelligence, these posts to be regarded as lookouts only." 
{CoUmd WHUam Grayeon, A.D.C. to General Heath, ** Hkad quartkrs, 
"October 13, 1776.") 

T Memoin of General Heath, 71, 

8 General Waehington to Colonel Tuh, " Hkad-quartrrs, October 13, 
"1776;" Colonel R. H. Harrison to the Oongrete, "HKad^UARtbbs, 
'* Harlkm Hkioiits, October 14, 177«." 

Tt is proper for us to say, in this place, that the Committee desired 
only two Companies ; and ordered the remainder of the Regiment back 
to Peeksklll, (Colonel Thomae Taah to the New ttamp$hire OortimUtee of 
Bnfety, "PcAKRKiLL, IN Oourtlamd Manor, Octobsr 26, 1776.") 

• Colona Joseph liet'd to Oeneral Heath, "October 13, 1776." 

It was stated in Colonel Reed*s note that " It being necessary, since the 
"latn movement of the enemy, to form some plan" of operations for the 
American Army, It is only reasonable to suppose f ho General OfUcers were 
called together, for an Interchange of opinions, on thai subject. The' 
Gonncll was evidently convened at General Heath^s quarters, {Memoire 
of General Heath, 71 ;) but nothing appears to have bden done, because, It 
is said, of the abeonoo of Generals Lee, Greene, and Mercer. 
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of its duty, to the coantry and to the world : " As the 
" enemy seenij tiofr, to be endeavouring to strike some 
''stroke, before the close of the Campaign," were his 
words, "theG(ene)^ most earnestly conjures both OfS- 
" cers and men, if they have any love for their country 
'' and concern fot its liberties and regard to the safety 
''of their parents, wives, children, and countrymen, 
" that they will act with bravery and spirit, becoming 
" the cause in which they are engaged ; and to encour- 
" age and animate them so to do, there is every ad- 
" vantage of ground and situation, so that, if we do 
" not conquer, it must be our own faults. How much 
"better will it be to die honourably, fighting in the 
" field, than to return home, covered with shame and 

disgrace, even if the cruelty of the enemy should 

allow you to return I A brave and' gallant beha- 
" viour, for a few days, and patience, under some lit- 
" tie hardships, may save our country and enable us 
" to go into Winter^'qUarters with safety and honour." 

On the morning of the fourteenth of October, Gen- 
eral Heath, with all the Oenerals under his com- 
mand, reconnoitred the enemy, on Throgg's-neck ; ' 
and, soon afterwards. General Washington, accom- 
panied by the Generals of the Army who were at 
Head-quarters, also visited all the posts, beyond 
Kingsbridge, and the several passes and roadways 
which led from Throgg's*'neck and from the adjacent 
Necks, into the country,* acquainting himself, as far 
as he could do so, by personal reconnaissance, with 
the strength and position and purposes of the enemy ; 
with the character and condition of the outlets, from 
Throgg*s-neck and from the other similar, but leaser, 
Necks, in that vicinity, from which the enemy might 
incline to move into the interior of the County ; with 
the capabilities, for defensive purposes, which those 
outlets severally possessed ] and with the necessities, 
for military purposes, which each of these several 
subjects presented, for his attention. 

During the same day, {^October 14,] General Lee 
reached Head-quarters, on his return from the South ; 
and the command of all ^ the troops in Westchester- 
county, then the greater portion of the Army, was 
given to him, with the request, however, that he 
would not assume the command until he should have 
made himself acquainted with the different portions 
of the post, their circumstances, and the arrange- 
ments of the troops which had been made ; * and, in 

1 Gmmd Orden^ ** BKAD^uAftTftiifl, filftLBM HxtoHTS^ October L% 
" 1776." 

> Memoinof General Heath, 71. 

> Coiond HarritoH to Ou OmgnUt *' HsAD-QUARTKtts, HARtKit Hkiouts, 
" October 14, 1776 ; " the tame to Peter B. LM0tget&m, ** Hkad-quaktbbs, 
** Harlkm Ukiohts, October 14, 1776 ; '* Jltmotrt o/ Genera! //eatik, 7l. 

* Memoirn of Getteral Heath, 71. 

There ia nothing which indicated the general conacioosmMBof the help- 
leasneeB of the country, at the time of whlth we write, aa much as the 
general dependence of the country, as well aa that of the Army, on Gen- 
eral Charles Lee, an officer of largo militaiy pretontiona ; the ambitious 
leader of that party, in the Ck>ngrea8 and elsewhere — mainly New Eng- 
landers — who whs inclined to depredate, if not to officially embarrass. 
General Washington ; and the aelf-appoiuted and very willing and very 



the General Orders of the day, the Commander-in- 
chief ordered Colonel Bailey's Regiment to join 
General Clinton's Brigade, and Colonel Lippet's 
Regiment to join General McDougal's Brigade — each 
of them ''to take their tents and cooking utensils, 
'* and to lose no time ;" — the two Connecticut Regi- 
ments, commanded, respectively, by Colonel Storrs 
and Major Graves, were ordered ** to be in readiness 
'* to march into Westchester, at a moment's warning;" 
and Generals Putnam and Spencer, the former com- 
manding Heard's, Beall's, and Weedon's Brigades, 
and the latter commanding Lord Stirling's, Wads- 
worth's, and Fel Iowa's Brigades, were ordered to re- 
main on Harlem Heights and to continue the works 
of entrenchment thereon, General Putnam on all 
those proposed defensive works which were above 
Head-quarters, including those of Fort Washington :' 
those below Head -quarters, immediately in front of 
the enemy's works, which were occupied by Lieuten- 
ant-general the Earl of Percy and three Brigades, 
having been assigned to General Spencer.* 

As General Heath was continued in the command 
of all the troops within Westchester-eounty, until 
further orders, notwithstanding the assignment of 
General Lee to the same command, the former in- 
structed Greneral Nixon, who had been ordered from 
New Jersey, with his Brigade, to ''have the troops 
" which have mnrched, this day, to the eastward of 
"the Bridge, by Williams's,''' [WiUianu's-Mdge,] 
"completely ready to turn out, in case the enemy 
"should make an attack, that night;" instructing 
him, at the same time, " should the attack be made 

unacrupulona critic of erery thing and ererybody, unless of himself and 
of thoee who were pandering to his unholy ambition and applauding 
eren his scurrility. He wielded a very glib, but a rery poisonous, tongue, 
and a sharp and venumoos pan, both of wbldi were ready for immediate 
use, whenever his passions or his interests required their oo <^[)eration. He 
was generally haughty, in hid demeanor ; he was alwajrs unprincipled, 
for good ; he never ceased to be avaricious, even to meanness and dis- 
honesty. A huckster of his own political and military opinions and as 
sociatlons, he was never contented wit h the prices which his wares com- 
manded in the market of the world ; and, after he had disgusted even 
his wn pcuty and had become, himself, disgusted with all mankind, he 
died, " unwept, unhonored, and unsung/* 

The country has had other men of straw whom it has also grasped, in 
its hours of great anxiety and great danger, almtjet counterparts of that 
on whom the Army and the country leaned, so confidently and so lovingly, 
from early in 1776 until the Summer of 1778 ; and just as the broken 
reed of that early period pierced the hand which leaned on it, so have 
these latter pretenders, these latter selfish and unpatriotic tools sf un- 
scrupulous and designing men, wounded those whose confidence they 
had secured, and brought shame and dishonor on the country which had 
petted them. 

ft The position aaiigned to M^jor-general Putnam, not immediately in 
fh>nt of the enemy, but, in the rear, where he could do no more than 
overwe the construction of certain gp«c{fied defensive works. Is peculiarly 
noteworthy— the disaster on Long Island was too distinctly remembered 
to allow him to be posted, again, where he could possibly do any harm. 

^General Ordert, " HsAD-QrABTERS, Uaklkm Height}), October H, 
"1776." 

7 We have not found any other description of the8e troops than what 
General Heath and David How wrote concerning them : the former 
saying, "two or three Brigades have moved, tliis day, tieyond Wil- 
"liams's;" {Letter to Colonel Sargent, "Kino's Bridok, October U, 
" 1776 ;") and the latter, " 14. There has been two Brigades March« By 
"hear This Day Towards forgg's point." (£>tary, " October 14, 1776."> 
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''towards Frog*B Point," to ''endeavour to support 
" the Regiments that are posted at the passes, there;*' 
" should the attack be made at or near East Chester 
"landing/' to *'make the best disprisition of his 
"troops and repel the enemy;" and if any new 
movement of the enemy should be discovered, "to 
"send notice thereof, immediately, by one of the 
*' Light-horsemen." General Heath also informed Gen- 
eral Nizon "that a guard was absolutely necessary at 
" Bodman's-point," [the same as Felfs-poini, an the 
opposite side qf the Hutchinson* s-riverf from Throg^s- 
neck,\ " next to East-Chester-creek." He said that 
Colonel How was near the landing-place, "with a 
" Regiment of Militia ;" but it was evident that not 
enough was known of Colonel How's military quali- 
fications for the command of so important a position ; 
and General Nixon was directed to make inquiries 
on the subject.^ 

While the military authorities were thus engaged 
in preparing to meet the enemy, in arms, whenever 
the latter should endeavor to move from the Neck on 
which he was then quietly encamped, the Convention 
of New York, by its Committee of Safety, as we have 
already stated in our review of the proceedings of 
that Convention,' as soon as information could have 
possibly reached it, that the enemy had moved 
towards Westchester-county, provided for the imme- 
diate disposition of all the Cattle, Horses, Hogs, 
Bheep, Grain, Straw, and Hay, on the well-culti- 
vated farms throughout that County, in order that 
the enemy should not secure them for his Com- 
missariat ; ' and the careful reader may gather from 
that decided action of the Committer of Safety, how 
completely desolated all that flourishing County 
must have become, before that enemy secured a foot- 
hold on the main-land — ^indeed, before that foothold 
had been secured, all that portion of the County 
which was below Tarrytown, the White Plains, and 
Rye had, probably, been generally stripped of the 
various agricultural productions of that season, 
excepting only the Potatoes, the Buckwheat, and the 
Corn ; and, of the Live-stock, of every description, it 
is scarcely probable that any remained, within that 
portion of the County. 

In connection with this notice of the removal of the 
Live-stock and Crops, we may properly mention that, 
very largely, the inhabitants of those portions of the 
County which were likely to be exposed to the de- 
predations of either of the two Armies — ^and one of 
these Armies was quite as bad as the other, in the 
work of plunder and devastation and outrage — re- 
moved from their several rural homes, with as many 
of their effects as they could take with them, to places 
of supposed greater safety ;^ and it is scarcely proba- 



1 Q^msnd Utaih to General Nixon, " Kino's Bridob, October 14, 1776.'* 
a Vide paffce 221, 222, aate. 

* Journal of the OnnniWee of Safety , "Monday morning, Octor. 14, 
"1776." 

* Tint Morrill fMniily hud left Morrisania, at the flret nppearanco of dim- 



ble that, in all the lower Towns of the County, in 
which the tramp of armed men was soon to be heard, 
many of the inhabitants remained, unless, here and 
there, where the head of a family, accompanied by a 
faithful negro, lingered on the deserted homestead, 
in order that the property which could not be 
removed might not be left entirely un cared for. 

The Convention was also mindful of the danger to 
which the records of the City and County of New 
York, as well as those of the Borough of Webtchester 
and those of the County of Westchester, were exposed, 
by the movement of the enemy into the last-named 
County. All these had been removed from their 
proper places and lodged, for greater safety, in private 
houses, in different parts of the County, where, it was 
feared, they would become exposed to the enemy: and 
William Miller, of Harrison's Precinct, Theodorus 
Bartow, of New Rochelle, and John Cozine were 
appointed Commissioners for collecting them and 
removing them to Kingston, in Ulster-county, with 
instructions to gather and remove the scattered 
papers, ''with all possible expedition," and to deliver 
them, at Kingston, to Dirck Wynkoop, Abraham 
Hasbrouck, and Christopher Tappen ; and the Com- 
missioners were authorized to call for a military 
guard, " to attend the said records, in their removal."* 

On the fifteenth of October, the local Committee of 
Poundridge became so much alarmed, by reason of 
the movements of the 'disaffected," in its- vicinity, 
that the subject was laid before the Convention ; ' and 
the local Convention, and even individual members 
of that body, continued to worry General Washington 



ger, {Lewa Morria to the Oontention, ** Philadblphia, Septr. 24, 1776.**) 
John Jay obtained a leave of abeence, on the fifteenth of October, to 
aasist in the removal of hia aged parents, with their effects, from their 
home, at Rye, tu a place of safety, one of the most honorable acts of his 
life, {Journal ofth€ OonventUm^ "Tuesday afternoon, U October. 1776.") 
The pathetic sUiry uf Phoebe Oakley, {Petition, December 2, 177G,) and 
other ovideucos of equal value, clearly Indicate that, among thoee who 
are less known to fame but equally worthy of respect, the removal of 
fkinilies and their effects, to places of supposed greater safety, at the time 
of which wo writ(>, very generally prevailed, 
ft Journal of the Convention, "Tuesday morning, Octor. 16, 1776." 
>Ab the note of the Commlttoe indicated the feeling of the more 
active of the disaffected, at that time— although the great body of 
those who were discontented made no attempt to take up arms or to 
Join the Royal Army, preferring to remain at home, in peace— we make 

room for it, in this place ; 

** PouNDBiDOB, October 15, A.D., 1776. 
" HoMOURKP Sirs : 

" We, tlio Sub-Committee of Poundridge, in West-Chester County, 
** beg leave to inform your Honours that we are apprehensive that 
"there is danger of our prisoners leaving us and going to the Hin- 
"Isterial Army, as we are not more than nine or ten miles fkt>m the 
" water, where the Sound is full of the Ministerial ships and tenders. 
"One of our number is already gone to Long-Island, and numbers are 
"gone from other places, which are, no doabt, now with the Mlnis- 
** terial Army. There are disaffected persons daily going over to them, 
" which gives us much trouble. Therefore, wo humbly beg your Hon- 
"uurs would givu us sumo directions concerning thom, that they niHy 
" be speedily removed at some farther distance. We would also inform 
"you that for the misdemeanors of one of them and our own safety, we 
" have been obliged to contmithim to gaol at the White Plains. 

" These, with all proper respects, from yours to nerve, 
"Joshua Amblrr, Chairman of C-mmiUre, 

*'T0 TUB IIONOVRABLR CONVKNTIOK OF THE StaTK OF KEW-YoRK." 
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with recitals of dangers from the " disaffected" who, 
singular as it appeared to those local despots, were 
not inclined to submit, passively, to whatever of 
insult or of injury those in revolution should be in- 
clined to impose on them — only in very exceptional 
instances, however, did that "disaffection" extend 
beyond a disinclination to approve, in formal words, 
all which the Congresses had done, while the inclina- 
tion to approve the Colonial policy of Great Britain was 
no stronger ; and the general disinclination to leave 
their homes and their families and to resort to arms, 
or to render any assistance whatever, which the 
" disaifected," Everywhere, presented, was as pro- 
ductive of disappointment to the commanders of 
the Royal Army as it was to Greneral Washington. 
Neither General Howe nor General Washington 
understood of what that *' disaffection " was gen- 
erally composed; and partisan writers and parti- 
san orators, from that day to this, have delighted 
to make that '^ disaffection" something else than it 
really was, and to invest the ** disaffected," as a class, 
with characteristics and aims to which, unless in 
exceptional instances, they were strangers. Had the 
conservative farmers of Westchester-county — and 
these were not unlike the great bodies of the farmers, 
in all the Colonies — been permitted to dissent, 
quietly, from the policies of both the Home Gov- 
ernment and the Continental Congress, and to 
have approved, quietly, of the spirited opposi- 
tion to the Colonial policy of the Home Govern- 
ment and of the almost audacious demands for 
a redress of the grievances of the Colonies, which 
were made by the General Assembly of the Colony 
of New York, as they were certainly and generally 
inclined to do; and had not the aristocratic and 
haughty leaders of the revolutionary faction, in New 
York, attempted to uecure uniformity of merely po- 
litical opinions — and those to be only such opinions 
88 they should dictate, by the methods which charac- 
terized the bigoted and relentless Clergy, in cases of 
religious dissent from their Calvinistic Congregation- 
alism, in puritannic Massachusetts and Connecticut — 
as the those high-toned leaders persistently attempted, 
it is doubtiiil if "disaffection " would have been heard 
of, unless in some individual instances, which would 
have been harmless because of their insignificance ; 
and it is morally certain that, if the love of home and 
the sense of wrongs inflicted by the Mother Country 
and the respect for those bearing authority, which 
everywhere prevailed, had been permitted to exercise 
the influences which they would have surely exercised, 
especially if they had been supported by that forbear- 
ance and by that respect for freedom of conscience, in 
political affairs, and by those appeals for harmony 
which every Christian man would have employed and 
none but civilized savages would have declined to em- 
ploy. New York, if not the entire Continent, would 
have appeared, in the Autumn of 1776, as she had ap- 
peared in the Spring of 1774, before the spirit of fac- 



tional strife had blighted the hopes of patriots, united, 
as one man, regardless of family feuds and ecclesiatical 
differences and social inequalities, demanding and, if 
needs be, supporting in arms, the Rights and the honor 
of the Colony and of the Continent. But that control- 
ling faction had other ends than those of the country's 
welfare in view ; and a narrow, bigoted, haughty, and 
relentless proscription and persecution of those whose 
political opinions differed from their own, very rea- 
sonably caused "disaffection" among the victims, 
without, however, leading them, to any considerable 
extent,^ to strike, in retaliation — ^they would have been 
worthy of all which was heaped on them, had they 
endured that proscription and that persecution, with- 
out becoming " disaffected : " it was honorable that, 
although "disaffected," they declined to take up 
arms, even in retaliation or self-defence, when those 
arms, thus employed, would have been employed 
against their own country. 

There does not appear to have been any movement, 
which is worthy of especial notice, in either Army, 
on the fifteenth of October ; but in the OenercU Orders 
of that day, Colonel Joseph Reed's Regiment was 
ordered to join the Brigade commanded by General 
McDougal ; and Colonel Hutchinson's Regiment was 
ordered to join the Brigade commanded by General 
Clinton. The Regiments commanded, respectively, 
by Colonels Sargent, Ward, and Chester and by Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Storrs, were formed into a Brigade, to 
be commanded by Colonel Sargent ; and the Regi- 
ments commanded, respectively, by Colonels Douglass, 
Ely, Horseford, and by Majors Rogers and Graves, 
were, also, formed into a Brigade, to be commanded 
by General Saltonstall. The several Brigades of the 
Army were formed into Divisions,' those commanded, 
respectively, by Brigadier-generals Heard, Beall, and 
Weedon were to form the Division to be commanded 
by Major-general Putnam ; those commanded, respect- 
ively, by Brigadier-generals Lord Stirling, Wads- 
worth, and Fellows were to form the Division to be 
commanded by Major-general Spencer; those com- 
manded, respectively, by Brigadier-generals Nixon, 
McDougal, and James Clinton, the last commanded by 
Colonel Glover, were to form the Division to be com- 
manded by Major-general Lee ; those commanded, 
respectively, by Brigadier-generals Parsons, Scott, and 
George Clinton were to form the Division to be com- 

1 The reader has been, already, informed of what General Howe 
stated on the backwardness of the Colonists, eren of those who had 
claimed to hare been loyal, in talcing up arm* against their own country, 
{vide page$ 212, 22A, ante.) We need not repeat the statements. 

> It is a noticeable foct, and one which has sorioosly perplexed those 
who have attempted to study the history of that period and, very 
often, has led them astray, that, until tlie time now under notioe, the 
Regiments of the Army were not, geneitilly, arranged into Brigades 
and Divisions ; and that neither Brigadier-generals nor Mtvior-generals 
had any specified Regiments under their especial command— they com- 
manded those who were pieeent and on duty, wherever they might ha,'>- 
pen to be ; and it is hardly to be wondered at, th t there was so little of 
order and discipline in the Army : it In rather remarkuble there were as 
much of them as there appeal's to have be«ii, 
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manded by Major-general Heath ; thoee commanded, 
respective] 7) by Brigadier-generals Saltonstall, Sar- 
gent, and Hand were to form the Division to be 
commanded by Major-general Sullivan ; and the 
Massachusetts Militia, then serving with the Army, 
was to be formed into a Division to be commanded by 
Maj«*r-general Lincoln.^ At the same time, the Gen- 
eral, in the most pressing terms, exhorted all Oflicers 
commanding Divisions, Brigades, and Regiments, to 
have their Officent and the men under their respective 
commands properly informed of what was expected 
from them, that no confusion might arise in case they 
should be suddenly called to action, which, there was 
no kind of doubt, was near at hand ; and he hoped 
and flattered himself that the only contention would 
be who should render the most acceptable service to 
his country and his posterity. He also desired that 
the Officers would be particularly attentive to the 
mens's Arms and ammunition, that there might be no 
deficiency or application for Caitridges when they 
were called into the field.' 

On Wednesday, the sixteenth of October, General 
Washington, accompanied, by the other Generals, 
made a careiul reconnaissance of the ground at and 
near Pell's or Rodman 's-neck,' towards which, it is 
very evident, his attention had been particularly di- 
rected, as the point towards which the next move- 
ment of the enemy would probably be directed.^ 

With all the information, concerning " the enemy's 
" intention to surround " the American Army, which 
the General had been able to necure; with all the 
knowledge which his personal and careful reconnais- 
sance of the country had imparted to him ; and with 
all the intelligence concerning "the turbulence of 
'' the disaffected in the upper parts of this State," 
which the Convention had communicated to him, he 
re-Hssembled the Council of War which had met and 
adjourned on the preceding Sunday,^ [^October 13 ;] 
and he laid all these matters before it, for its consid- 
eration. 

That very notable Council was assembled at the 
Head-quarters of General Lee ; and, besides the Com- 



1 Although General Lincoln was oon»idere<l and named, in the Oeneral 
Order now under notice, as a Mt^or^general, It U prolmblo that tlmt was 
only bis rank in the Militia of Massachusetts, sini-c, in Uic Cuuucil of War, 
which was held on the following day, [October 16,] ho was ranked as 
only a Drigadier^general, and then only at the lower end of tlie line of 
Brigadiers. 

* General Order*^ " Ukad-quabtkrs, Hablsm Hkiohts, October 16, 
" 1776." 

s Memoin of General Heuth, 71. 

* The first reconnaissance which the General made, after the enemy's 
occupation of ThroggVneck, included '*the Necks a4JHcent,"B(i that he 
was not ignorant of the character of the ground on and near Peirs- 
neck ; but, on the moruiiig of the sixteenth— probably because of infor- 
umtion received, on the preceding day, from some dcsoi-ters from the 
fleet, who had been taken to Read-quarters and personally examined by 
the General, with evident cuufldeuce in their testimony, {General Wmhing- 
ton to Governor Trumbull^ *' IIxAD-ocAaTBRS, Heiqhts or Harlem, Octo- 
"ber 16, 1776,")— anotlier and more minute examinatiun of the ground 
was made, as stated in tho t<'xt. 

<> Vide page 233, ante. 



mander-in-chief. Major-generals Lee, Putnam, Heath, 
Spencer, and Sullivan ; Brigadier-generals Lord Stir- 
ling, Mifflin, McDougal, Parsons, Nixon, Wadsworth, 
Scott, Fellows, Clinton, and Lincoln; and Colonel 
Knox, commanding the Artillery, were present — ^al- 
though General Greene was at the Head-quarters of 
the Army, on Harlem -heights, he was evidently out 
of humor and was not present* After the Command- 
er-in-chief had communicated to the assembled Gen- 
erals those letters from the Convention of the State 
and those " accounts of deserters showing the enemy's 
"intention to surround" the American Army, to 
which reference has been made, and after much con- 
sideration and debate, the following question was 
stated: " Whether, (it having appeared that the ob- 
** structions in the North River have proved insuffi- 
** cient, and that the enemy's whole force is now in 
" our rear, on Frog Point,) it is now deemed possible, 
" in our present situation, to prevent the enemy from 
" cutting ofi' the communication with the country and 
" compelling us to fight them, at all disadvantages, 
" or surrender prisoners at discretion V With only 
one dissenting voice, that of General George Clinton, 
the Council agreed that *' it is not possible to prevent 
** the communication from being cut off; and that 
" one of the consequences mentioned in the question 
" must certainly follow." Largely, if not entirely, in 
deference to the expressed will of the Continental 
Congress, the Council resolved, however, apparently 
with entire unanimity, " that Fort Washington be re- 
" tflined as long as possible." ^ 

^General Greene to Governor (Jooke, ** Hbad^uartksb, Nkw-Tork Is- 
•• LAxn, October 16, 177»." 

Singular as it would appear to be, were not the propensity for securing 
all the honor which l>elungs ti> them and as much more as is possible, so 
generally prevalent among those who have ticcupied public places, Gor- 
don, who was so largely the exponent of General Greene's opiniuns and 
pretensions, made tho latter take a loading part, in the Council, in oi>- 
poslng the movement of the Army from Harlem Heights ; but the official 
Minutes of the ConncU clearly show that General Greene was not present, 
and, therefitre, could not have taken any part in the proceedings uf that 
body, {Compare the Proceedings of a Council of General Officers at the 
Head quarters of General Lee, October 16, 1776, uHlh Gordon^ » History of 
the American Revolution ii.. 838.) 

7 Proceedmge of a Counril of Oeneral Qfftctre hdd at the Head'^uartere of 
General Lee, Octobev 16, 177*^. 

Because of evident errors In the copy of that paper which is printed in 
Force's American Aivhivee, V., il.,1117, 1118, we have preferred the copy 
of it, evidently taken frum the original manuscript, which appears In 
Sparks's Wrilingn of Georye WaehingUm, Ed. Boston : 1834, Iv., 155, note. 

In his evidently new-born zeal, adverse to the military and personal 
oharacter of General Charles Lee, Bancroft has exposed his entire ina- 
bility to understand and correctly describe a military murement, what- 
ever his capability of understanding and correctly describing a political 
moYement may be, in what he has written concerning *' tho origin of 
" the retirement of the American Army flrom New York." {Hietorjf of the 
lotted Stutee^ Edit. Boston : 1866, ix., 175, note ; the eame, centenary edi- 
tion, v., 440, note.) 

In his attempt to take from General Lee everthing of credit for 
having united with others, in adviiiing that "retirement of the Anier- 
*'iCHn Army from New York," which is now under consideration, 
tlmt venerable and distinguished historian has entirely disreganled the 
action of that Council of War, In which the Commander-in-chief was 
officially Informed, the first time, of tho opinions of the General Officers, 
concerning the further occu|)atiou of the Heights of Harlem by the main 
budy of the American Army, on which opinions the Geaend Orders for 
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The several positions occupied by the different por- 
tions of the Army, from day to day, have not been 
noticed, with any degree of particularity, in any of 
the official documents or publications of that period, 
as far as we have knowledge ; but it is evident that 
the command of Major-general Spencer was moved 
from the exterior lines, on the Heights of Harlem, to 
which it had been ordered on the preceding Monday, 
lOctober 14,]' and carried into Westchester-county — 
the Brigades commanded, respectively, by Brigadier- 
generals Wads worth and Fellows were moved to 
Kingsbridge,' probably further northward ; and the 
Brigade commanded by Brigadier-general Lord Stir- 
ling, to which the Regiments commanded, respect- 
ively, by Colonels Weedon and Reed were added,' 
was pushed forward, first, to the Mile Square and, 
afterwards, to the White Plains/ A portion, if not the 
whole, of the Brigade commanded by Colonel Glover 
was evidently moved to support whatever guard there 
may have been posted on the outlet from PelPs, or 
Rodman's, neck;'^ two Regiments of the Massacbu' 



that ''retirement** were largely baaed, and from the date of which 
officially expresaed opinions, alone, tlmt of ** the origin of the retire' 
** ment of the American Anuy from New York ** can be accurately ascer- 
tained. 

Surely the historian could not have been sincere when he described 
the hurried movement of the Beglment commanded by Colonel Small- 
wood, on the twelfth of October, to oppose the progress of the enemy 
from Throgg's-neck, as a "retirement of the American Army from New 
** York ; " and because the weight of his authorities, in support of his 
fancy, was confined to a single letter, written by the Adjutant-general of 
the Army to his wife, on the day after the enemy landed on Thrugg's- 
neck, in which that officer said, " The principal part of this Army is 
"moved ofT this isluud*'— a movement from the works on Harlem 
Heights, which was only for the purpose of holding the enemy in check, 
and that not, by any means, in fact, approaching a movement of " the 
*' principal pai-tof the Army,'* nor with cither an intimation or a pretense 
that it WHS a ** retirement of the American Array** fh>m its strong posi- 
tion—without any other testimony whatever to support it, we are con- 
strained to attribute the statement under consideration, either to have 
been an ebullition of his antipathy against General Lee or one of the 
reasonable results of his ignorance of wlmt was neceawry to constitute 
a *' retirement of the American Army from New York.** 

It would have been more creditable to the authorial reputation of that 
venerable writer of history, had he read What Geuenil Washington in- 
structed his Secretary to write to the Prendeut of the Congress, on the 
seventeenth of October, the day after the Cuuucil had advised him of the 
inexpediency of holding the Heights of Harlem, with the main body of 
the Army, on the subject of the *' change of our disposition, to counter- 
*' act the operations of the enemy, declining an attack on our front.** 
Had he read that very simple statement, he would have sscertained that 
the Commander in chief was not aware, on the soveuteenth of October, 
that any portion of the Army, at that time, had been " taken from 
*' hence,** in the sense of a " retirement of the Army ;*' that the '* change 
"of the disposition** of the Army had not, then, been made; that that 
proposed ** change of our disposition** was frankly stated to have been 
** determined '* on, in the Council of General Officers, on the preceding 
day; and that "General I^ee, who arrived on Monday, had strongly 
"urged the absolute necessity of the measure,** not yet executed. 

I Vide page 234, ante. 

> Jfamoirs of General Heathy 71. 

^GeHerul Ordert, ** HBAD-QUAnTKRS, Harlkm Huohts, October 17, 
"177tt.** 

* Memoin of Qeneral Heathy 74. 

6 The action whirh occurred on the eighteenth of October, the day 
after that of which we write, was niaintaiued by the Rcgimonts com- 
manded, respectively, by Culunols Shepard, Read, Baldwin, and Glover, 
all of them belonging to the Brigade commanded by Colonel Glover, in 
the ubdouce of General James CMwUm.— (Vide page* 241-246, pt>^) 



setts Militia, from the command of Major-general 
Lincoln, were ** sent up the river," [the Hudson-river,'] 
" to watch the motions of the ships," [the Phoenix, the 
Roebuck, and the Tartar, then lying off Tarrytown,'] 
** and to oppose any landing of men, that they may 
attempt;"' while the Head-quarters of that small 
Division and, probably, the two remaining Regiments, 
were posted on Valentine's-hill,' in the Town of 
Yonkers, one of those ridges which formed, and 
which still form, a distinguishing feature in the to- 
pography of Westchester-county ; and, at the time of 
which we write, the most southerly of those high 
grounds, extending northerly as far as the White 
Plains, which were subsequently occupied by detach- 
ments of the American Army, while the main body 
of that Army was laboriously and painfully occupied 
in its famous retreat, with its baggage and stores, 
from the Heights of Harlem to the high grounds at 
the last mentioned-place ; ^ and General Heath's Di- 
vision was posted in a line extending from Fort In- 
dependence to Valeutine's-hill.' It is said, also, that 
a line of entrenched encampments was also formed, 
along the high grounds, on the western side of the 
Bronx-river, from Valentine's-hill, on the South, to 
Chatterton's-hill, opposite the White Plains, on the 
North ; ^° but by which of the Regiments they were 



< General WaehUigbMto Governor TVamfrMlZ, "Huohts or Haklzm, 
"15 October, 1778.*' 

7 Memoirt of General H»atk^ 73. 
I B Vide pages 2:)9 ; 250, 251 ; 254 ; etc., poet 

9 The two Regiments of Ckmnecttcnt encamped on the Harlem-river, 
belonging to Oeneial Parson's Brigade, (<?aiMra; Ordsrs, <* HKAi>-4iUAB- 
•♦ TBRS, Harlkm Heights, October 16, 1776,'*) were ordered ro pass over 
the new Bridge and Join Colonel Swartwout ; and, with his Begiment, 
to fonu a flank- guard. Of the Brigade commanded by Genera] Parsons, 
the Beglmeuts commanded, reqiectively, by Colonels Prescott and Hunt- 
iugton were ordered to occupy Fort Independence ; Colonel Ward, with 
his Regiment, was ordered to Fletcher* s, to the eastward of Fort Inde- 
pendence; the Regiments commanded, respectively, by Colonels Tyler 
and Wyllys, were ordered to form a Reserve ; and Captain Treadwell, 
with a three pounder, and Lieutenant Berbeck, with a howitzer, were 
attached to the Brigade. Of the Brigade commanded by General Scott, 
the Regiments commanded, respectively, by Colonels Lasher and Mai- 
colni were ordered to form a Reserve ; * Colonel Drake, with his Regi- 
ment, was ordered to occupy the Redoubt, in Bates's cornfield ; Colonel 
Hardenberg, with his Regiment, was ordered to occupy the Redoubt, on 
Cannon-hill ; and Lieutenant Fleming and Fenno, each with a three- 
pounder, were attached to the Brigade. Of General George Clintim's 
Brigade, the Regiments commanded, respectively, by Colonels Nicolls 
and Thomas were ordered to form a Reserve ; Colonel Pawling, with his 
Regiment, was ordered to occupy Yiilontine's cornfield, with Colonel 
Graham and his Regiment on his left ; and Captain Bryant, with a three- 
pounder, and Lieutenant Jackson, with a six pounder, were attached to 
the Brigade. (Divuion Order; ** Kinq's-Bripok, October 17, 1776.**) 

w General Howe U> Lord George Germnine, " Nkw-York, 30 November 
" 1776 ; *' Sauthier's Plan of the OperaiUnu of the King'$ Armp under the 
Oommoftd of General Sir William Howe K. B , in New-York and Eaet New- 
Jertey; A Plan of the Country from Frog*$ Point to Oroton liiver ahewing 
the po9itionM, eto. ; Annual Beffiater for 1776 : Hilary of Europe, *177 ; 
Gordon's History of the American Revolution, 11., 339 ; Marshall's Life of 
George WaehingUm, if., 600 ; etc. 

Reference may properly be made. In this place, to the two Maps, named 
among the authorities referred to, in this instance- one of them drawn 



* There are some reasons fur supposing that those two Regiments con- 
stituted the force left, under Colonel Lasher, for the protection of Fort 
Independence, when the Division was moved to the White Plains. 
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constrttcted and by whom occupied, we are unable to 
state with certainty, although we suspect that the 
Massachusetts Militia, commanded by General Lin- 
coln, and the two Brigades of General Spencer's Di- 
vision, commanded, respectively, by Generals Fel- 
lows and Wadsworth, who had been moved from the 
Heights of Harlem to Eingsbridge, on the seventeenth 
of October, were the artificers who constructed and 
the soldiers who occupied that very greatly important 
line of hastily constructed earthworks. 

There had not been much haste displayed in the 
American Army, in changing its position on the 
Heights of Harlem, made really strong by the outlay 
of immense labor, notwithstanding the enemy had 
completely turned its left flank, occupied a position 
on its rear, and with the veriest mite of an effort was 
capable of throwing a strong force across its entire 
rear, of seizing every line of communication and 
every strong position, and of forming such a line of 
offensive operations, covered, on either flank, by the 
ships off Tarrytown and the fleet off Throgg's-neck, 
which the Americans, in their generally unknown 
weakness and poverty of supplies, could scarcely 
have hoped to overcome. But General Washington 
had a lingering suspicion that the movement of the 
enemy to Throgg's-neck was only a feint; that he 
remained in that unseemly position only to await the 
proper time when he could quickly embark again, 
and drop down to Morrisania, on one tide ; and that 



by Claude Joseph Santhier, a celeljrated Engineer in the serrice of the 
King, and pablished by William Faden, in London, in 1777 ; the other, 
drawn by the Engineore of the American Army for, and preeerred by, 
General Washington, and engraT«>d, flrom the original manuscript, for 
the ilinstration of the original edition of Chier-Justice Marshttiri lAft of 
Otorge Wtuhington, published in Philadelphia, in 1804. 

As both of these Maps were originally official, one British and the 
other American ; as both were published from the respective manuscriptts 
as nearly as possible in fac-timQe ; and as both are historical authorities 
of the highest character, they will be flrequontly referred to, in our nar* 
ratiTe of the Military Operations in Westchester-oounty ; and, in order 
that our readers may also enjoy the benefits to be derived from a use of 
them, while reading the story of Weetchester-county's revolutionary 
history, the Publishers have re-prodncf^them, at our request, as nearly 
in exact /ae-dmtb of the original publications, as possible. Sauthier's 
Map will be found opposite page 227 of this worlc, onto; and General 
Washington's Map will be found opposite this page of the same. 

We may be permitted, however, to call the reader's attention to a sin- 
gular error which was made in letUriang the British Map. Where ** Phil- 
** ipsburgh,*' [PMUji»6oroM|7/i,] or Yonkers, should have been designated 
the word ** Wepperham " — intended for '*Neperhan," the name of the 
stream, popularly known as the ** Sawmlll-river,** at the mouth of which 
Philipeborough, or Tonkera, stood— has been erroneously inserted ; and, 
Instead of designating Tarrytown, not "Terrytown," as situated miles 
above the Pocantico, on which the nppw Manorhouse of the Manor of 
Philipeborough yet stands, that noted village ought to have been deeig* 
nated htiow that stream — indeed, the Pocantico is made to appear as if it 
were the JNeperhan, or SawmlU-river ; and DobbsVferry and Tarrytown 
are consequently crowded up, into the immediate vicinity of the Croton- 
river, although they are several miles below that stream; and all the 
other lettering of the Map is similarly forced to the nuKhward, unduly* 
in order that it may be made to correspond with the liver- villages. 

Probably misled by the errors referred to, in the official Map, the beau- 
tiful Map of the same Military Operations, which illustrates Stedman's 
Hi$lori/ of the American ITar, has repeated the mistakes, in all their ug- 
liness ; and the first edition of Loesing's Fieldrhook of the Resolution per- 
petuated the unwelcome errors. 



caution was necessary.^ Besides that caution, in the 
Commander-in-chief, there was a great scarcity of 
the means for transporting the Stores and Baggage to 
another and distant position ; ' and, with commenda- 



> Colonel Harrieon to General Heathy **Hrai>-qvartieb8, October 12, 
"1776 ; " Colonel Grayeon to (he same, " Hxad-quartkkp, October 13, 
**1776;" the aarne to Governor TVumbuUf **Hkai>-quabtxr8, Haruem 
'* Heights, October 16, 1776;" etc. 

On the morning of the eighteenth of October, while the enemy was 
seen in motion to the eaetward of Throgg's neck, when that fact was 
communicated to General Washington, by General Heath, the latter was 
ordered to return to his command, which had been posted with its right 
at Valentine's and its left at Fort Independence, and to have it " formed, 
** ready for action, iumiediately, and to take such a position as might ap- 
" pear beet calculated to oppose the enemy, should they attempt to land 
** another lx>dy of troops on Morrisania, which he thought not improba- 
" ble ; " and General Heath '* immediately obeyed the Order." (Memoire 
of General Beath, 72.) 

s That scarcity Mill be evident to the reader of General Ordere of the 
seventeenth of October, in which "some Begimonts " are ordered ** to 
'* move towards them," [the enem^t] in which Orders were also included 
for the government of those Begiments, in the tiansportation of their 
Tents and Baggage. 

See, also, Qnartermaeter-generalM^fflinto WmiamDuer, ** Mount Waah- 
" IKOTOK, October 20, 1776." 

Gordon, when describing the movement from Harlem Heights, said, 
*'The movement was attended with much difficulty, for want of Wag- 
" gons and Artillery horses. When a part was forwarded, the other was 
"fetched on. This was the general way of removing the Oamp-equlp- 
*' page and other appendages of the Army. The few Teams which were 
"at hand, were in no wise equal to the service ; and their deficiency 
** could be made up only by the bodily labor of the men." {Hietory of the 
American Bevohttiont 11., 339, 340.) 

It would be useful, were some one to ascertain and to inform the world 
of historical literature. Just why there was such a remarkable scarcity 
of Teams, in such an old-settled agricultural community an occupied the 
lower Towns of Westchester county, in the Autumn of 1776, especially of 
those Teams which were required by the American Army, by whom that 
pprtlon of the County had been occupied, during several weeks pn^ceding 
the date of the retreat from Harlem Heights. There would be some 
curious revelations of the inefficiency of the Quarter-roaster-general's 
Department ; but there would, also, be some very much more curious 
revelations of thefts of horses, by the Officers of the Army, not for their 
prejient purposes, but for their use, in the future, after their retirement 
fh>m the service. Vide General Ord«ni, October 31, 1776. 

The farmers of Westchester-connty were r(rf>bed, indlecriminately, not 
only by the camp-followera and the privates of the Army, but by the 
Officers, Including Field-officers;* and, in that work of plunder, the 
records are singularly ample in their evidence that the plunderers were 
almost exclusively men and Officers of the MaHsachuaetts and Connecticut 
Linee.f At a later period than that which is now under consideration, 
even a Msjor-general of the Continental Army was confederated with 
similar thieves ; and gave orders on the Paymasters of the Army for 



• The Oommittee of Bafetfi to the President of the Continental Oongreee, 
"Im Gomwittke ow Bafsty fob the frTATS OP Nbw York, Fisrkill, 
" November 28, 1776 ;" Depoeition of John Martinet ** 18 November, 1776 ;'* 
D^oaition of Marmadnke Foster , **13 November, 1776 ;" Petition of Phca>e 
Oakley, "2 December, 1776 ;" Depoeition of Tcdman PngOey, "2 Decem- 
"ber, 1776 ;" Depoeitkm of Ebenexer BurriU, "2 December, 1776 ;" Jour- 
nal of the Committee of Safety^ " Monday morning, 2 December, 1776 ; ** 
(Ke Oommittee of Safety to Oenerai Heathy ** In Committsb or Safett fob 
** THB State of New Tobk, Fishkill, December 8, 1776 ; " Petition of 
Inhabitants of We$tche8ter-oountyf " Westchesteb-covittt, December 23, 
"1776;" etc. 

fThe Begiment of Massachusetts Artificers, commanded by Colonel 
Brewer, and the Begiment of Connecticut troops, commanded by Colonel 
Charles Webb, were especially notorious, as thlevea. 

See, General Order for securing SergeatU Tripp and others^ "Pebkskill, 
" 11 December, 1776 ; " Minutes of Court MnrUalfor trial of Mqfor AusHn, 
"Phelifsbttbo, November 12, 1776;" Commitment of Captain Phhteae 
Ford to the Duchess-county JaU, " Bv the Committee or Safbtt of the 
"State of Now-Tokk, Fimikill, January the Ist, 1776;" etc. 
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ble prudence, a removal of Head-quarters from the 
strong position which they, then, occupied, was not 
attempted until every possible preparation for a suc- 
cessful removal of them had been duly made. Every 
portion of the Army was so disposed, however, that 
all could be concentrated around Head-quarters, in a 
short time, should such a movement become neces- 
sary, although the enemy was, also, properly and 
effectively guarded ; and, although there was no ap- 
pearance of haste, in anything which was done, there 
was, also, abundant evidence that the Commander-in- 
chief, no longer given away to despondency, was en- 
tirely mindful of the great responsibility which, then, 
rested on him. 

While all these anxieties had prevailed throughout 
the American Army, and while all these precautions 
were being taken by General Washington, General 
Howe and the main body of the Royal Army had 
been quietly encamped on Throgg's-neck. With the 
exception of a scattering fire across the marsh which 
separated the Neck from the mainland, which seems 
to have done no material damage,^ there does not 
appear to have been any offensive movement what- 
ever;' and there is very little reason for supposing 
that the entire period of the stay of the Army, at that 
place, was not duly occupied in the transportation of 
Stores and Provisions and means for Transportation 
and what must have been regarded as necessary rein- 
forcements.' 

It is not an uncommon occurrence for those who are 
without information, during a War, to condemn what 
they regard as the tardiness, sometimes as the crimi- 
nal tardiness, of a commanding General, in the move- 
ment of his command on some enterprise on which 
the faultfinders have rested large, very often unduly 
large, expectations ; and General Howe has not es- 
caped from that very common condemnation. As we 



paymoDt of the transportation of the plunder, fh)m the scenes of the 
thefta to the homes of the thieves and of their accessories, of high or 
low degree, in the neighboring State of Connecticut.* 

1 Memoin of General Heath, 70, 71. 

s Judge Jones, in his remarkably accurate Hktory of New York during 
the Revolutionary War, (i., 122,) said of General Howe's occupation of 
Throgg's neck, *' here a whole fortnight was spent in doing nothing 
" (plundering the inhabitants and stealing their horses excepted)." We 
incline to the belief, however, that General Howe had no communica- 
tion with the mainland sufiBcient to eniU)lehim to seize horses; and thnre 
oould not have been much opportunity for plunder, by the troops, unless 
on the Neck, for the same controlling reason. 

The Judge was also evidently in error as to the period of General 
Howe's occupation of the Neck — he landed, there, on the twelfth of Oc- 
tober, and he moved fh>m it, on the eighteenth of the same month, which 
can hardly be said, with propriety, to have been " a whole fortnight.'* 

3 General Howe to Lord George Germaiina^ " Nkw-Tork, 30 November, 
" 1776." 



* General George OUnton to JAeuienani^oolo$tel HamUUm^ " Pouohkkep- 
" BIB, 28 December, 1777." 

It is a singular fact that the Mi^or-general referred to in the Note, also 
inspired the destruction of the White Plains, in which li%|or Austin also 
first plundered those whose houses he destroyed. ( Teetimony of Sergeant 
Churchiil and TUley JSoto, on the trial ofMiyor Auetin, as to the robbery, 
and Mqjor AuUin'e Defence before the aame Oourt^ as to the original author 
of the devastation.) 



have already stated,* he has been condemned for hav- 
ing blundered because he occupied Throgg*s-neck in- 
stead of some more favorable point, on the mainland ; 
but, hs we have also shown, whatever of censure there 
may have been due for having thus blundered in occu- 
pying that isolated Neck, if there was any blunder in 
the case, it belonged to Admiral Lord Howe instead of 
to the General, his brother. General Howe has been 
condemned, also, because of his long stay on Throgg's- 
neck, without having attempted to move from that 
position, in any direction whatever,^ but surely no 
one would have desired him to move into an enemy's 
country, in the face of an active military force of that 
enemy, without a Commissariat, without the neces- 
sary military Stores which would become necessary in 
his conduct of the proposed movement into that ene- 
my's country, and without the slight^t pretense to 
the necessary means for transporting even his Officers' 
baggage, of all of which the first and second detach- 
ments had taken comparatively little to the Neck, 
and of all of which the subsequent and main supplies 
were held back by adverse winds, which prevented 
the vessels which bore them from passing through 
Hell-gate.* In addition to the delays in moving the 
Commissariat, the military Stores, and the Horses 
and Waggons of the Quarter-master-general's Depart- 
ment,^ to which reference has been made, some delay 
was also experienced in moving three Battalions of 
Hessians, from Staten-island, for the reinforcement 
of the main body, on the Neck ; ^ and thus, in Gen- 
eral Howe's own words, " Four or five days had been 
** unavoidably taken up in landing at Frog's-Neck, 
"instead of going, at once, to Pell's- point, which 
'* would have been an imprudent measure, as it could 



* Vide page 231, ante. 

B [Hall's] Hiittory of the dnl War in America, i., 203 ; Stodman's Hi^ory 
Hf the American TTor, i., 210, 211 ; Gordon's HUtorg of the American Ree- 
o2ti<ion, it., 337 ; Adolphus's H\»liarg of fiiyland, Ed. London : 1806, ii., 
379 ; Sparks's Ufe of George Washington^ 194 ; Irving's Ufe of George 
WaKhingUm, ii., 385 ; etc. 

^ General Howe to Lord George Germaine, ** Nkw-Tobk, 30 November, 
*' 1776 ; " General Hwoe't Speech before a CommUtee of the Hovae of Com- 
mon*, April 29, 1779 ; Anmwd Begitterfor 1776 ; History of Europe, 176* ; 
etc. 

The advurse winds, which prevented the supplies, etc., fVom passing 
Hell-gate, were referred to by General Howe in hie letter to Lord George Ger- 
mttine^ *' New -York, 30 November, 1776 ;" and m thoee of Ueutenant-oolonei 
Tench TUghman to William Dner, " Hbad-quartkrs, Harlem Heights, 
"October 17, 1776;" General Washington to the OonOnental Congreee, 
"Harlem Heights, October 18, 1776 ; " etc. 

' *' He transported Oarriages with him from England ; and whatever 
"more he wanted were procured on Long Island and Stafcen Island," 
(Galloway's Reply to the Observations of Lieutenant-general Sir William 
Howe, 9.) 

8 In his despatch to Lord George Germaine, " New- York, 30 Novem- 
" ber, 1776," General Howe stated that " three Battalions of Hessians 
" were drawn from Staten Island ; " but in his Speech before a OommUtee 
of the House of Commons, April 29, 1779, when his conduct, as Command- 
er-in-chief of the King's forces in North America, was under considera- 
tion, he stated, without contradiction^ that the reinforcement consisted 
of "the Second Division of Hessians." We have preferred the former 
statement ; because there was, then, only one Brigade of Hessians on 
Staten Island; and because the "Second Division of Hessians," under 
General Knyphansen, had not, tlien, reached America. 
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" not have been executed without much unnece«ary 
"rUk."' 

Having at lengtii, completely effected hiaocoupa- 
tiOQ of Throgg's-neck and completely provided for 
his probable needs, QeneriLlHowe determined to open 
his operations in Wwtcheateixaunty, without further 
delay ; and, atone o'clock in the morning of Friday, 
the eighteenth of October, the von of the Boyal 
Army, consisting of the Light Infantry and Grena- 

if not all, of the German ChaMeura, wu re-embarked, 
in fiat boats, on the wMtern aide of the Neck; and, 
having paued around the Point of Throgg's-neck, 

Bodman'a, neck, on the opposite side of Hutch inson's- 

of the Array crossed over to the eastern side of the 


manded, respectively, by Colonels Shepard, Bead, 
Baldwin, and Glover~tbe latter, at that time, com- 
manded hy Captain Curtis— was less than eight hun- 

rarily commanded the Brigade pushed forward toward 
the place where the enemy's Light Infantry and 

main body was about to land, although the rough 
and broken ground over which the Brigade was 
moved compelled him to leave, on his route, the three 
field-pieces which he had taken from his encamp- 
ment. He had not marched more than half the dis- 


fm. MlowlDR (Nm ths a«n>t Brin. «/ Oh J™*, will inTa to 
•pirilsd Utile ■IBkir which it nii« under noU» : 


Neck; and, during the day, that, also, with all its 


K«gfll»D(L 


Bsptember 11,1778. 


carried over to Pell's-neck.' 

of the Royal Army was seen by the Americans, 
through the darkness of the very early morning, 
notwithstanding one of the best of the Brigades in 
the American service, that of General James Clin- 
ton, then commanded by Colonel Glover of Marble- 
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daylight had revealed the similar movement of the 
main body of the Army, was there any suspicion. 
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among the Americana, anywhere, that such a move- 
moved up toward the main-land, a full mile and a 
half, before either of the movements was discovered.* 
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waa called to arms, and moved down the Neck, to 
oppose the landing of the enemy and to hold him in 
check, until reinforcements should be sent or other 
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tance, however, before his further progress was ar- 
rested by the unexpected appearance, on his front, 
of the advance-guard of the enemy's van, the main 
body of whom, as we have already stated, had been 
pushed forward, at an early hour, to occupy the 
landing-place and, if necessary, to cover the descent 
of the main body ; and who, in the absence of any 
opposing force of the Americans, had evidently sent 
out a strong detachment of its force, to see what was 
to be seen and to take advantage of any favorable 
circumstances which should be presented, in a move- 
ment over the Neck, toward the main-land. 

With admirable skill and with a deliberate cool- 
ness which would have done honor to a soldier of 
larger pretensions. Colonel Glover threw forward a 
Captain, with forty men, to feel of that advanced 
party of the enemy and, if possible, to mask the at- 
tempt to dispose of the main-body of his Brigade, in 
ambuscade, for the further obstruction of the enemy's 
advance towards the main-land, which was, also, a 
part of the Colonel's improvised plan of operations. 
The plan which was thus admirably devised, on the 
spur of the moment, by Colonel Glover, was quite as 
admirably and quite as successfully executed by the 
soldiers of his command — Colonel Bead and his 
Raiment were concealed behind a stone wall, on the 
left side of the road; Colonel Shepard's Raiment 
was concealed behind "a fine double stone wall." on 
the opposite side of the road, and in the rear of 
Colonel Read's command ; Colonel Baldwin and his 
Regiment were similarly posted, on the ri^ht and in 
the rear of Colonel Shepard's command; and Captain 
Curtis, with Colonel Glover's own Regiment, was 
similarly posted where the field-pieces had been left, 
some distance in the rear ; the Captain and his com- 
mand who had been thrown out, in front, having, 
meanwhile, evidently held the enemy's advance in 
check and successfully masked the very important 
movements of the Brigade, on their rear. 

When the disposition of the Brigade had been thus 
successfully and satisfactorily efiected. Colonel Glover 
rode forward to the Company whom hehad employed 
as a mask, and personally assumed the command of 
it — ^the name of the Captain who had. so boldly con- 
fronted the enemy and held him in check, before the 
Colonel had completed the disposition of the main 
body of the Brigade, behind the very convenient stone 
walls, on his rear, has not been recorded — ordering 
it to advance toward the trnemy ; which was promptly 
done. When it had marched to " within fifty yards" 
of the place where the enemy had halted, the 
latter opened his fire, without, however, inflicting 
any loss on his assailants; and the latter returned the 
fire, killing or seriously wounding four of the enemy 
— " we returned the fire and fell four of them," are 
the quaint words of Colonel Glover, in his description 
of the opening of this spirited affair. Five rounds 
were exchanged by the Americans; and they had 
sustained a loss of two men killed and several 



wounded, when the enemy, who had, meanwhile, 
been largely reinforced, pressed forward, in a charge 
on the gallant little party. As it would have been 
useless, under the existing circumstances, to have 
made any further resistance. Colonel Glover ordered 
the Captain commanding to fall back, which was 
done with order and coolness — " I ordered a retreat, 
" which was masterly well done by the Captain that 
" commanded the party," are the Colonel's words, 
descriptive of the retrograde movement — ^the enemy 
cheering and pushing forward, in pursuit. 

Without supposing, for a moment, that the glory 
of a complete victory had not been already gained, 
the Chasseurs and Light Infantry and Grenadiers 
pressed forward, in column, along the narrow country 
road, until they approached, "within thirty yards," 
the heavy stone wall, on their right flank, behind 
which the Regiment commanded by Colonel Read, 
was concealed ; when the latter rose and, from behind 
its substantial breastwork, poured into them a full and 
destructive fire. Without attempting to even return 
the fire, the advancing column broke and fell back 
and awaited the support of the main body, some 
portion of whom had evidently effected a landing ; 
while Colonel Glover and his concealed command 
patiently and hopefully awaited a renewal of the 
movement. 

An hour and a half are said to have passed, ^efore 
the enemy again advanced, when, with what were 
supposed to have been four thousand men, strength- 
ened with seven pieces of artillery, he again appeared, 
keeping up, as he advanced, a constant and noisy but 
entirely harmless fire, and approached the heavy 
stone wall, on his right flank, behind which Colonel 
Read and his men, made more confident by the result 
of their earlier success, were securely crouched, in 
complete readiness to receive him. The advancing 
column seems to have learned nothing from the les- 
son which the Americans had taught the advance, 
earlier in the morning ; and, with an appearance of 
bravado, it moved forward, in the midst of the smoke 
of its own uselessly expended gunpowder, as if there 
were not an enemy within a day's march of it, until 
it had approached within fifty yards of the first line 
of the ambuscade, when Colonel Read and his com- 
mand arose, as they had arisen when the advance had 
approached, earlier in the day, and threw on it a 
deliberate and destructive fire. The suddenness ot 
the attack and the evident strength of its shelter* d 
assailants brought the advancing column to a sudden 
halt ; and it is said that the Americans maintained 
their ground until they had thrown seven well- 
directed volleys into the closed ranks of the enemy, 
by whom, meanwhile, the fire was returned "with 
" showers of musquetry and cannon-balls," as Colonel 
Glover has stated, concerning it. 

Having thus bravely maintained his ground, until 
a retreat had become necessary, Colonel Read fell 
back, without returning to the roadway, until he had 
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passed the left flank of the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel Shepard, who had remained, in concealment, 
on the opposite side of the road, during the entire 
morning; and there, covering Colonel Shepard's left 
flank, the Regiment was re-formed, and rested on its 
arms. 

The enemy evidently misunderstood the character 
of the retreat of Colonel Read and his brave com- 
mand — like the Officer commanding the detachment, 
in the morning, he appears to have supposed that he 
had repulsed the Americans ; and that nothing re- 
mained to be done, except to gather the fruits of his 
success — ^and he cheered and pushed forward, along 
the narrow roadway, until the head of his column 
had advanced within easy gun-shot distance from the 
second line of the ambuscade, on his left flank, where 
Colonel Bhepard and his command were concealed, 
as we have said, behind "a fine double stone wall ;" 
when the latter sprang to their feet, and, from behind 
their all-sufficient shelter, poured into him a well- 
directed and efiective fire. The column was again 
brought to a sudden and unexpected halt; and a long- 
continued and well -sustained fire was kept up, by 
each of the belligerent parties — it is said that seventeen 
volleys were fired by the Americans; and that the 
enemy's line was broken, '' several times, once, in 
** particular, so far that a soldier of Colonel Shep- 
''ardV ^Regiment] " leaped over a wall, and took a 
" hat and canteen ofl* of a Captain that lay dead on 
" the ground they retreated from." 

But the disparity of numbers between the opposing 
forces was so very great that prudence dictated a re- 
treat of the two Regiments who had »o successfully 
held the enemy in check ; and Colonel Glover ordered 
them to fall back and re-form and rest on their armo, 
in the rear of the third line of the ambuscade, behind 
which the Regiment commanded by Colonel Baldwin 
was concealed. 

The advancing column of the enemy was again put 
in motion ; but the record of the events of the day 
make no mention of any mere waste of ammunition 
nor of any shouts of exultant success ; and it is evi- 
dent that it moved forward, soberly and cautiously, 
as was becoming, in view of the heavy losses which it 
had already sustained and of those to which it was 
predestined. It had not proceeded far before Colonel 
Baldwin and his command arose from their conceal- 
ment, behind the third line of the ambuscade; and, sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, they delivered a destructive 
fire, into the head of the column. It is said, however, 
that, in this instance, the ground was much in favor 
of the enemy, enabling him to bring his artillery to 
bear on the Americans ; and that the opposition of 
the latter was, in consequence of those disadvantages, 
neither as spirited nor as effective as that which had 
been made by Colonels Read and Sheperd. The Amer- 
icans were compelled to retreat "to the bottom of 
**the hill," or high ground on which the ambuscade 
was formed ; through a brook, the bridge over which 



had been previously taken up, by Colonel Glover ; 
and up the slope, on the opposite side of the brook, to 
the place, on the high ground, where Captain Curtis 
and Colonel Glover's Regiment and the three field- 
pieces were posted. 

It appears that the enemy did not pursue the re- 
treating Americans, but contented himself, until late 
in the day, with a continued fire of his artillery, over 
the little valley and the brook, the Americans, of 
course, returning it — the latter, without sustaining 
any loss whatever from the enemy's fire; while the 
former evidently sustained very little, if any, from 
the Americans' fire on him. 

The Americans having been in front of the enemy, 
from an early hour, in the morning, all the day, 
without food or drink, " at dark," they fell back, three 
miles, and bivouaced — "after fighting all day, with- 
" out victuals or drink, lay as a picquet, all night, the 
" heavens over us, and the earth under us, which was 
" all we had, having left all our baggage at the old 
" encampment we left in the morning," are Colonel 
Glover's words, concerning that portion of his Brig- 
ade's movements — and, on the morning of Saturday, 
the nineteenth of October, they marched to the Mile 
Square, on the western side of the Bronx, in the 
Town of Yonkers.* 

The strength of the Brigade commanded by Colo- 
nel Glover has been already stated, in detail, from 
official sources ; ^ and, because Colonel Glover would 
not have left the encampment and all tbe baggage 
and stores of the Brigade without a sufficient guard, 
there is an evident truthfulness in his statement th'tt 
he carried from his encampment only " about seven 
" hundred and fifty men and three field-pieces." But, 
in the same connection, it must be remembered that 
the two Regiments commanded, respectively, by 
Colonel's Read and Shepard, sustained almost the 
entire attacks of the enemy — Colonel Baldwin fell 
back, without having sustained any other than an 
artillery-fire; and Captain Curtis only saw the 
enemy, in the distance, on the other side of the val- 
ley — and that, therefore, the number of Americans 
who were actually engaged did not, probably, exceed 
four hundred rank and file. The strength of the 
enemy who was actually engaged has not been stated 
by any of the foreign authorities ; and we can do no 
more than statethe facts which are well -authenticated, 
and to draw our conclusions from them. It is known 
that the detachment of the Royal Army which was 
first moved to Pell's-neck was composed of the Light 



1 We have depended, in this stHtement of the aplrited action at Pel- 
bam, on Ck)lonel Glover's homely description of it, contained in a letter, 
dated at '* Milk-squabe, October 22, 1776," which was evidently written 
for the eye of a friend, although it very soon found its way into the 
newspapers, from one of which — The Freeman'* Journal and New Hamp- 
ahire OaxeUey Vol. 1., No. 27., Portsmouth, Tueeday, November 26, 1776 
—we made our copy. Force copied it, with some unimportant variations, 
in h\a American AroMoee^ V., ii., 1188, 1189 ; but wo have preferred to use 
the contemporary edition. 

s Vide page 241, ante. 
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Infantry and Grenadiers of th e Army ; ^ and if the 
Chasseurs of the German auxiliaries were also includ- 
« d, as more than one of the authorities have stated,' 
and as was more than probable, the previously large 
force of the detachment was very largely increased/ 
The advance-guard from that detachment was said to 
have been only thirty men ; ' and these were met and 
held in check by a Captain and forty men. These, 
naturally enough, fell back on the main body, not on 
that of the Army itself, but on that of the detach- 
ment which had been moved from Throgg's-neck, in 
advance of the main body of the Army ; and, since 
that detachment had been thus sent forward, in ad- 
vance, for the express purpose of holding back any 
force of the Americans who should incline to obstruct 
the landing of the main Army, there can be no reason- 
able doubt that almost the entire force of the detach- 
ment was moved forward, against Colonel Glover and 
his command. In the absence of official Returns, the 
number of men actually included in that detachment 
can be only surmised ; but the Light Infantry and 
Grenadiers of the entire British Army, added to the 
Chasseurs and other Light Infantry and the Grena* 
diers of the German mercenaries — the Chasseurs tak- 
ing with them their light regimental fieldpieces — 
could have been scarcely less than four thousand men, 
the number stated by Colonel Glover. 

The losses sustained by the Americans, in this ac- 
tion, were six men killed,^ and Colonel Shepard and 
twelve men wounded ;^ those of the British were three 
men, killed, and Lieutenant-colonel Musgrave, com- 



1 Lushlngton^B lAS^ of Lord Harrity 81. 

See, also, Extract from a letter from Fbrt Lee, dntad October 20, 1T76, 
in The Penntffhaitia Journal^ No. 17A8, Philadelphia, Wedneadajr, Octo- 
ber 23^ 1776 ; 8autliier*s Pten of the Operatwnt; etc. 

s Ertraetfram a letler from MotifU Waehingtont dated October 23, 1776, 
in The Ptnneylvania Journal, No. 1769, Philadklphia Wedneflday, Octo- 
ber 30, 1776 ; Oetteral Howe to Lord George (?ermaiN«, " Nbw-Yokk, SO 
"Norember, 1776 ; " Saothier's Pfm ; etc. 

< OoUmel G1over'$ letter,daiad, "BIjlk-Square, October 22, 1776." 

* We are not insensible that Colonel Glover, in his letter of which so 
much use has been made, in the preparation of this narratire, stated that 
eight were killed ; but the official Returns, referred to, below, clearlj 
indicated that only sue were kiUed^no Returns of the Wounded having 
oeen made, only the Killed can be noticed. 

The Return of the Regiment commanded by Colonel Read shows that, 
of that Regiment, Samnel Cole, of Captain Pond's Company, Daniel 
Deland, of Captain Warren's Company, and EzeUel Fuller, of Obtain 
Peters's Company, were killed. {A Retumofthe Killed, MiMing,eUi., with- 
out date, in Force's Ameriean Archive*, "V., ii., 718.) 

The Return of Colonel Shepard's Regiment shows that, of that Regi- 
ment, Sergeants James Scott and Charles Adams and Private Thaddens 
Kemp, all of them of Captain Boislar's Company, were killed. (A Retwm 
of the KQled, Tblrea, and Miaetng of the Third ReyimetU, commanded by 
Colonel Shepard, etc., "North-Castle, November 19, 1776.") 

The Return of Colonel Baldwin's Regiment shows that that Regiment 
sustained no loss, on the day under consideration. (Aetem of the Killed, 
Wotmded, Prinonen, and Mieeing in the Brigade commanded by OwdonfSai' 
tonetall, Eeq.. ** Nurth-Castlb. November 19, 1776.") 

The Return of Colonel Glover's Regiment shows that that Regiment, 
commanded by Captain Curtis, on the occasion now nnder consideration, 
sustained no loss — it was not under the enemy's Are. {A Return of the 
Qffleert wd Privalee Killed. Mienng, and Taken, m the Fonrtaenth Regiment, 
etc., "Camp, North Castle, November 19, 1776.") 

» Colonel Glover'e lettsr, " Mile Square, October 22, 1776." 



manding the First Battalion of Light Infantry, and 
Captain Evelyn, of the Fourth Regiment of Foot, and 
twenty men, wounded; ' those of the Chasseurs, on 
whom, in such mixed detachments as that under no- 
tice, the severest losses usually fell, have not heen 
stated ; but they were said to have been, and they 
probably were, very severe.^ 

It does not appear to have been pretended that Gen- 
eral Lee gave any Order or any support to Colonel Glo- 
ver, notwithstanding the latter despatched his Major 
of Brigade to the General, with information of the ap- 
proach of the enemy to Pell's-neck, before he ordered 
his command to move down the Neck, to oppose the 
enemy's progress ; ^ and, in truth, nothing what- 
ever has been recorded of the doings of General Lee, 
on that eventful eighteenth of October. It is said, 
on the other hand, that, early in the morning of that 
day, the Officer commanding the Regiment which 
guarded the pass to Throgg's-neck, by way of the 
causeway and bridge, from the Village of Westchester, 
suspected the enemy was preparing to move from the 
Neck, and sent an express to General Heath, with 
the information ; that the latter ordered one of his 
Aide's to gallop to Valentine's, near whose house 
General George Clinton and his Brigade were posted, 
with Orders that the Brigade should be formed, ^ in- 
" stantly ; " that Geneitil Heath reached Valentine's 
*^ by the time the Brigade was formed," and ordered the 
Officer in command '' to march with the utmost expe- 
''dition, to the head of the causeway, to reinforce 
'*the troops, there, himself moving on with them ; '' 
that, while on the march, another express met Gen- 
eral Heath, informing him that the entire force of 
the enemy was in motion, and seemed to be moving 
towards the ford, at the head of the creek which sep- 
arated Throgg's-neck from the mainland ; that the 



* General Howe to Lord George Germain^, ** Nrw-Tork, SO November, 
"1776." 

7 It was not the practise, when this skirmish occurred, to notice, in 
detail, the operations of the German mercenary troops, in the despatchee 
of the Royal Commander-in-chief to the Home Government ; and the 
losses sustained by those troops, in whatever actioub they warn engaged, 
were seldom, if ever, included in the detailed Reports of Casualties 
which were sent to and published by the Government, at l^oudon. The 
Reports of the operations and the casualtien of those troops were made 
to the several sovereign Princes, Electors, etc., of whom those troops 
were, respectively, subjects ; and, except in some few instances, when 
individual enterprise has unearthed some of Uipm, the text of those 
Reports and much of the official correspondence remain in their original 
repositories, unopened and seemingly, uncared for. 

The reports of deserters and other unofBcial reports made the total 
loss. Including both British and German, from eight hundred to a thou- 
sand men ; and it is difficult to make one believe that four hundred 
Americans, familiar lh>m their childhood with tiie use of firearms, shel- 
tered by ample defences from which they could fire deliberately and 
with their pieces reete<l on the tofis of their defences, could have possibly 
fired volley after volley, Into a large body of men, massed in a closely 
compacted column and cooped up in a narrow country roadway, without 
having inflicted as extended a damage on those who received their fire, 
as deserter after deserter, to the number of more than half a doxen, on 
different days, without any connection with each other, severally and 
separately declared had been inflicted on the enemy's advance, on the 
occasion now under conslderatiou. 

« C'oioMel Glover' 9 letter dated " Mxu Square, October 22, 1776.*' 
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Brigade was immediately halted, the men were or- 
dered to prime and load their pieces, and (he rear 
liegiment was ordered '' to file off by the left and to 
*' march, briskly, to reinforce the Americans, at the 
'* pass, at the head of the creek ;" that, while the Brig- 
ade was thus halted, General Washington rode np, in- 
quired and was informed of ''the Slate of things;" 
ordered General Heath to return, immediately, evi- 
dently with all the troops who were with him, and to 
have the entire Division which he commanded form- 
ed, ready for action, and to take such a position as 
should appear to be best adapted for holding the ene- 
my in check, if he should attempt to effect a landing 
at Morrisania, which the Commander-in-chief 
'' thought not improbable ; " and that such a dispoi&f- 
tion as was thus ordered, wan promptly made of the 
three Brigades commanded, respectively, by Briga- 
dier-generals Parsons, Scott, and George Clinton, of 
whom the Division commanded by Major-general 
Heath was then composed.^ Indeed, notwithstand- 
ing the evident movement of the main body of the 
enemy, from Throgg*8-neck, to the eastward, the con- 
trolling suspicion, to which we have already alluded,' 
that the real intention of General Howe was to de- 
ceive General Washington and, instead of making 
Pell's-neck or some other point further to the east- 
ward the base of his operations, to effect a landing at 
Morrisania ; to move from that point, as his base ; 
and to take the Americans, ou the Heights of Har- 
lem, on their left flank or on their rear, induced Gen- 
eral Washington to do little more, during that day, 
[^FHday, October 18,] than to watch the movements 
of the enemy ; to extend his line of detached parties, 
along the high grounds on the western bank of the 
Bronx-river, northward, as rapidly as the enemy should 
show an inclination to move, in force, in that direc- 
tion ; to continue the Head-quarters of the Army on 
the Heights of Harlem ; and to hold the main body 
of that Army in constant readiness to move in what- 
ever direction it should become necessary to confront 
and appose the enemy. On Colonel Glover and on 
his Brigade, therefore, during that eventful Friday, 
rested the great responsibility — a greater responsibil- 
ity than either the Colonel or his command had any 
knowledge of— of being the only armed force which 
was in front of the Royal Army, opposing the progress 
of the latter into the interior of Westchester-county ; 
and of being the only force, of any kind, which, on 
that day, fired a shot on the advancing column of 
that Army — how well that opposition to the enemy's 
advance was directed and how entirely successful it 
was, in that opposition, have been already told and 
need not be repeated. Not until the dusk of the 
evening, nor then, until after Colonel Glover and his 
exhausted command had fallen back, three miles, in 
the direction of Dob bs's- ferry, did the powerful ad- 

1 Mtmoin of Gt»er<a ffeath, 72. 
> Vide pages 232, 233, 239, ante. 



vance of the Royal Army venture to cross the little 
valley over which it had been cannonaded, by the 
Americans, during a large portion of the day ; ' and 
after its progress toward the mainland was thus re- 
sumed, it made no attempt to pursue the retreating 
Americans, contenting itself, on the contrary, with 
quietly moving eastward, toward New Rochelle, 
where it also bivouaced. and rested from the anxie- 
ties and the dangers to which it had been exposed,^ 
the main body of the Army, meanwhile, lying on its 
arms, at the place of debarkation, during the whole 
of that day and the following night,'^ if, indeed, it 
did not do so until the twenty-first of October.' 

The great service which Colonel Glover and his 
command had thus performed, and the great skill 
and the equally great bravery which they had dis- 
played, in the discharge of that very important duty, 
were favorably noticed, oflicially, at that time ; ^ and, 

» Colouel Glover't letter, "Milk Square, October 22, 1776." 

* G^ntral Howe to Lord George Germuine, "NBW-YoaK, 30 November, 
"1776." 

ft **0n the 18tb, our army re embarking, procceUed along the const 
'* about six miles further, in their boats, and then re landed at PelPs 
" Point, and lay on our anus that uighu" ([Hairs] Hidory of the Civil 
War in America, i., 206.) 

* We are not insensible of the tact that General Howe, Id his despatch 
to Lord George Germaine, dated "Nbw-Youk, 30 Noveuit>er, 1776," 
said "tlie nuiiu body advanced, Immediately, and laid, that night," 
[HHday, October 18,] ** upon their arms, with the Left upon a creek 
"opposite to East Chester and the Bight lu-ar New Bochelle;" 
and that Sauthier's Plan of the Operation* of the Kinff^$ Army confirmed 
the statement. But General Washington's Munu>fcript Plan of the 
Country took no notice of any such occnijation of the mainland, as 
was thus stated, previously to the twenty -Arst ; Captain Hall, who 
WAS in the Boyal Army, made no mention whatever of any move- 
ment of that Army, during the inten'eiiing peiiod, except of that 
uf the advance, who encountered General Gluver, {History of Ote CitU 
War in AtueriDo^ i., 206 ;) and Stediuan, who is said to have been inspired 
by Genernl Sir Henry Clinton, in his Hittory of the American War, (i., 212,) 
was equally silent, on that subject. Colonel Harrison's letter to William 
Duer, **CAifP on Yalkmtimk's- Hills, October 21, 1776"— *' Since his 
"Excellency's letter of yesterd.iy, nothing of importance has transpired, 
"unless the marching of the euomy, to-day, from Eastcheeter towards 
^ New Bochelle, Is considered in that light "—General George Clintim's 
I^fortnalion relating to the Enemy, dated "October 21, 1776," in which the 
enemy was said to "now lay from where they first landed, extended 
"about one mile East of New Bochelle*," and G«no»l Washington's 
despatch to the Continental Congress, dated '* Hbai>-quabtebs, White - 
"Plains, 25 October, 1776," all clearly indicated that such a movement 
of the main body of the King's Army was not made on the eighteenth ; 
and nobody has pretended that Colonel Glover confronted the entire 
Boyal Army and held It In check, during tlie whole of the day, as he 
must have done, had that Army moved from Pell's-neck, on that day. 
We prefer to believe, therefore, that, although the advance and, possibly, 
some other detachments of that Army may have moved and occupied 
the country between Hutchinson's-river and New Bochelle, on the 
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth of October, " the main body " re* 
maiued ou Pell's-neck, until the twenty-first, as stated, indirectly, by 
Hall and Stediuan, confirmed by the testimony of General W^ashiugton. 

Bolton, in bis Hittory of Wentcheater-oounty (original edition, i., 444 ; 
the tame, second edition, i., 690,) informed his readers, that, "on the 
"eighteenth of October, 1776, Lord Howe, the British commander, took 
"post in the village " of New Bochelle ; but it is very likely that " Lord 
"Howe," who was Admiral of the Fleet, mmained on board one of the 
vessels of-war— he, certainly, was not at New Bochelle, on the day of 
the delMirkatlon of the Army, on Pell's-neck. 

7 " The next day, Gen. Lee (under w^hoee command we are) came 
"and publickly returned bis thanks to Colonel Glover and the Officers 
"and soldiers of his command, for their noble spirited and soldier-like 
"conduct, during the battle ; and that niching in his power should be 
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from that time until the present, with more or less 
minuteness and precision, they have been noticed by 
those, in Europe as well as in America, who have 
written of the events of the Campaign, in Westchester- 
county, in the Autumn of 1776.^ 



"wanting to serre thow brave Offlcen and men." {Extrati of a letter 
from " Camp at Milk Squarx in East GHESTBa," dated 23 October, 
1776, in The PreemoH^eJoutTial or Nevs-Uampekire Gazette, Vol. I., No. 25. 
PoRTBHOUTH, Taeddny, November 12, 177G.) 

General Washington conveyed hie dense of the merit of Ck>lonel 
Glover and his command, in Uieee words: 

"General Oroxrb. 

" Head-quarters, Harlem Heiohtr, October 21, 1776. 
*'(AiroZ«, Heath.) (GmntorsHl^n, Sullivan.) 

"The hurried situation of the General, for the two last days, having 
" prevented him fn)ni paying that attention to Colonel Glover and the 
** Officers and soldiers who were with him, in the skirmish, on Friday 
" last, that their merit and good behaviour deserved, ho flatters himself 
" that his thanks, though delayed, will, nevertheless, be acceptable to 
** them, as they are offered with great sincerity and coixliality. At the 
"same time, he hopes that every other part of the Army will do their 
"duty with equal duty* and zeal, whenever called upon; and that 
" neither dangers, difflcultiea, nor hardships will discourage soldiers en 
"gaged in the cause of Liberty, and contending for all that freemen 
"hold dear and va'uable." 
^ 1 David How, in his homely Diary, under that date, [Ooloher 18,] no- 

ticed the engagement. In these words : ** 18. The Regulars Landed above 
"Frogg's point on the main Laud. Our people fought Them Killed a 
" great many Both sides we have not Tlie Particulars as yet.*' lAetUen- 
anl-ooUmti Temdi TUghman to WUtiam Diier, ** Head-ouartebs, Kino's 
" Bruob, October 20, I77rt,'* made a passing and complimentary allusion 
to the affair : General WaahingUm^ through hie Secretary, to (he GmtinenteU 
Congren, "KiMo's Bridge, October 20, 1776, half-after one o'clock, 
"P.M.," gave a brief and complimentary account of the skirmish ; an 
Bxtraet of a letter from Fart Lee, dated ** October 20, 1776," and published 
in The Penneglvania Jotirnal, No. 1768, PmLADXLPHiA, Wednesday, Oc- 
tober 23, 1776, and by General Force, in his American Archivee, Y., ii., 
1130, E^TS a very good and generally correct account of it ; another 
EiBtraet of a letter from fbrf Lee, dated "October 20," and published in 
the same nevrspaper, on the following Wednesday, also gave a good, brief 
description ; an Extract of a letter from an Officer, dated " Near New 
"RocHELLK (in THE YiciNiTT OF New-Tork) October 20, 1776," made a 
brief and exaggerated allusion to it ; an Editorial article, in a Newport 
newspaper of the twenty-first of October, copit- d by The Freeman' a Journal 
tr Sete-Hamp$hire Gazette, Vol. I., No. 24., Portsmouth, Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 5, 1776, and by General Force, in the American Archives, Y., ii., 1174, 
contained a statement of the skirmish, giving the command to General Lee 
and making other serious errors ; some Information relating to the enemy, 
eommnnieated to the Neut-Tork Convention, eridently by General George 
Clinton, on the twenty-first of October, 1776, gave a brief description ; 
an allusion which was made to it, with the report of a deserter as to the 
enemy's loss, may be seen In an Eidract of a letter from Fori Lee, dated 
'*Octcber 22,'* and published in The Philadelphia Evening Post, Yol. IL, 
No. 276, Philadelphia, Saturday, October 26, 1776 ; with the letter, 
evidently written by General Glover, dated **Mile Square, October 22, 
"1776," and published in The Freeman''e Journal and New-Hampehbre 
Gazette, Yol. I., No. 27, Portsmouth, Tuesday, November 26, 1776, and by 
GeuemI Force, in the American Archivee, Y., ii., 1188, 1180, the reader 
is already acquainted ; an Extract of a letter from Mount Waehington, 
dated October S3, 1776, written by an eye-wltnen of the engagement, 
and published in The Penneylvania JoumcU, No. 1769, Philadelphia, 
Wednesday, October 30, 1776, confirmed the statement that the loos was 
largely sustained by the German troops; and informed that deserters 
stated the entire loss, British and German, to have amounted to "more 
"than eight hundred men, killed and wouuded ;" a brief reference was 
made to the skirmish, in an Extract of a letter from Ba$l Cheater, dated 
October 23, published in The Freeman'a Journal or ^eui- Hampahire Oazette, 
Yol. I , No. 24, Portsmouth, Tuesday, November 6, 1776 ; an excellent 
and very full description, evidently written by one who participated in 
the fight, appeared in an Extract of a letter from Camp at Mile Square in 
Euat Cheater, dated 23 October, 1776, which was printed In The Freeman'a 



* Thus printed. 



It is said, with some degree of probability, thiH, on 
the morning of the twentieth of October, the second 
day after the enemy occupied Peirs-neck, General 
Washington employed Colonel Bufus Putnam, an 

Officer and an Engineer in whom much confidence 

■ ■ - ■ • > 

Journal or New-Hampahire GazMe, Yol. I., No. 26, Portsmouth, Tuesday, 
November 12, 1776, whence it was re-printed by Frank Moore, in his 
Diary of the American Recolution, i., 326, 327 ; General Howe' a deapatch to 
Lord George Germame, dated **New-Tork, 30 November, 1776," contained 
the official report of the skirmish; Gaptain Hall, in his Hialoryoftha 
Ciml War in America, (i., 205,) made mention of it, stating, also, that the 
Light Infantry lost "abont thirty killed and wounded," without making 
the slightest allusion to either the Grenadiers or the German troops; 
Stedman, in bis Uiattrry of the American War, (1., 211, 212.) described the 
skirmish, very briefly, stating " thirty-two were killed and wounded on 
"the side of the English," without alluding to that of any of the other 
troops ; Judge Jones, in his Hidory of New Yori during the ReoobUionary 
War, (i., 122,) made only a general reference to it, among a number of 
skirmishes in Westchester-connty, and his Editor, de Lancey, made no 
mention of it ; Gordon, in his HiatDry of the American Revolulion, (ii., 39,) 
gave a singularly inaccurate description, making General Lee the com- 
mander, in person, without naming Colonel Glover, in any way ; Genera i 
Heath, in hie Jlfemotra, (72, 73.) mentioned it with some particularity, but 
without alluding to Colonel Glover, in connection with it ; Judge 
Marshall, in his Life of George Waehington, (11., 409,) briefly alluded to it ; 
Bamsay, in hie Hietory of the American Revolution, (Edit. London : 1791, 
i , 308, 309,) gave the personal command to General Lee, without allnd- 
ing to Colonel Glover ; Mrs. Warren, in her Riae and Progreaa of the 
American Revolution, (i., 327,) grouped all the operations of the Armies, 
while en route to the White Plains, withont making special mention of 
either ; Adolphus, in his Hialory of England, (Second edition, Ii., 380,) 
made honorable mention of Colonel Glover and of the engagement ; Ser- 
geant Lamb, of the Btiyal Welsh Fnsileers, in his Journal of Occurrencea 
during the late American War, (Edit. Dublin : 1809; 127,) made honorable 
mention of it, giving the personal command to General Lee ; Paul Allen, 
in his Hiatory of the American Revolution, (i., 511, 512,) also gave the 
command to General Lee, requiring, however, the " whole force of the 
" British, in solid columns," to overcome the handful of Americans ; 
Morse, in his AnnaJa of the American Revolution, (Edit. Hartford : 1824, 
262,) mentioned it, incidentally, giving the personal command to (Seneral 
Lee ; Kamsay, In his Life of George Waahington, (Sixth edition, 46,) did 
no more than to casually allude to the entire series of aflaiis, without 
particularly mentioning either of them ; Dunlap, in his Hidory of New 
York, (ii., 80,) did the same, honorably mentioning all, withont selecting 
either, for special praise ; Loaslog, in his Pictorial Field-book of the Revo- 
lulion, (original edition, ii., 820,) found room for no more than two lines 
of description of this gallant affair, which was a part of his subject: 
although he had devoted eight pages to Christopher Columbus and four- 
teen to Sir Walter Raleigh, Captain John Smith, and Pocahontas, which, 
certainly, had no connectiun with that subject, the American Revolu- 
tion ; and, in those two lines, he committed a singularly important error ; 
Irving, in his L\fe of George Waahington, (Edit. 1856, Ii., 385, 386,) gave 
an excellent little notice of it ; Bancroft, in his Hiatory of the Ututed 
Statea, (original edition, ix., 177, and In theaame, centenary edition, v., 441,) 
while he had been singularly profuse in what had no bearing whatever on 
the history of the United States, dismlBBed the subject in less than four 
lines ; Dawson, in his BatUea of the United Statea, (i., 177,) made only an 
incidental allusion to it, instead of appropriating a Chapter of his work 
to that special subject, as he should have done ; O>lonel Carrington, 
in his Battlea of the American Revolution, (235,) made honorable mention 
of the aflair ; the local historian, Bolton, in his Hiatory of Wtateheafer' 
county, (original edition; i., 153, and in the mum trorfc, second edition, i., 
245,) probably alluded to this engagement, when in each instance, he 
devoted two lines and a half to the subject, in the course of which, how- 
ever, in each instance, the reader was gravely informed that the Royal 
Army was, at that time, "under Lord Howe," the Admiral commanding 
the Fleet. In other parts of his work, (original edition, i., f 46-648 ; 
second edition, 11., 73, 74,) he presented copies of what General Heath 
and two of the letter-writers had written on the subject, without a 
single additional word, where something of description of localities, if 
nothing else, would have been more than ordinarily useful. l%e Annual 
Regider for 1776 : Hiatory of Europe, "176 ; Murray, in his Impariiai 
Hiatory of the War in America, (Edit. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, sine anno, 
ii., 175) ; The Hiatory of the War in Amerioa, (Ed. Dublin : 1779, ii., 193) ; 
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was jusUy reposed, to make a personal reconnaissance 
of the enemy's strength and position.^ It is said that, 
in the discharge of that service, Colonel Patnam was 
accompanied by Adjutant-general Heed and a guard 
of twenty men. It is said, also, that, from the 
heights of Eastchester, they saw a small body of the 
enemy, near the Church, in that village, but could 
learn nothing from the inhabitants, as the houses 
were all deserted. The Adjutant-general is said to 
have left Colonel Putnam, at that place, to attend 
to other duties; and that the latter requested hinw 
to take back the guard, as he thought he could 
succeed better, in what he had to do, by himself. It 
is said, also, that Colonel Putnam then disguised 
himself, and set out for the White Plains, a place 
which he had never visited ; nor did he know the 
road which led to it. Immediately afterwards, he 
came to a road which turned off, to the right, and 
which he followed, a short distance and until became 
to a house, where a woman informed him that the 
road he was then on led to New Rochelle ; that the 
enemy was there ; and that the latter had posted a 
guard, at a house, then in sight. Returning to the 
roadway from which he had diverged, he continued 
his journey towards the White Plains, and had ap- 
proached ** within three or four miles of that place," ' 
when he saw a house, with men about it, only a 
short distance from him. Before he advanced, he 
carefully examined the men, with his field-glass ; and 
having ascertained that the house was a Tavern and 
that the men were not British soldiers, he went for- 
ward ; called for some oats for his horse ; and, sitting 



d* Aab«:rteuil, in bit JBmow kiUorigvet et potUique$ mtr la lUvdMUon de V 
Anu'riqve SeptentrumaU, (Edit a Bruxelles : 1782, ii., 38) ; Audrewa, in 
his mUory of Ihe War with America^ France ^ fijMun, avd Holland, (Edit. 
1x>ndon : 1786. ii., 24.V246) ; 8ouI68, in bis Hinioire de» Troubles </« P 
Amirique Anglaiae, (Edit. Paris : 1787, 1., 342-346) ; Chas and Lebnin, in 
their Hittoire politique et-fhUosopkique de la Revolution de V Amirique Sep- 
tentrionale^ (Edit. Paris : An ix., 183) ; Colonel Humphreys, in his Enay 
on the Life of Mqfor-genertd lerael Putnam, (Bdlt. Boston: 1818, 126, 
127) ; Pitkin, in his Pblitieal and ChQ Hiatory of the Untied State*, (Ed. 
New Haven : 1828, i., 379) ; Sparks, in his L\fe of George Waehbtgton, 
(Edit Boston : 1842, 194) ; Loesing, in his Seventeen kmdred and eeoenty- 
nx, (Edit New York: 1847, 2u7) ; Hlldreth, in his Hietoryof the United 
State* of America, (First Series, iii., 154) ; Hamilton, In his Hieloryofthe 
Bepublic of the United Slattaof Ameriea, (i., 129, 13U)— where the enemy 
is made to force himself over the causeway leading from Throgg's^neck 
to the village of Westchester ; Greene, in The Life of Na/hauad Greene, 
(Edit. New York : 1867, i., 236-238) ; Rldpath, in h\% Popular Hietory of 
the United State* of America, (Edit New York: 1880, 313) ; although all 
of them made mention ot the movement of the Boyal Army fi*om 
Throgg's-neck, made no mention whatever, of this spirited and impor- 
tant skirmish. 

Disregarding those who made no mention of Colonel Glover and his 
brave command, the reader will find in the character and number of 
those who did recognize and describe the achievements of those brave 
men, on that eighteenth of October, sufficient evidence of the great 
importance which those achievements possessed and the great influence 
which they secured, both in America and in Europe, both of which are 
our sufficient warrant for devoting both labor and space, in our pres- 
entation of them to our readers, in as complete and as accurate a form 
as possible. 

* Memoir of OoHontA Rufue Pv^mtm, in Hildreth's BioQraphieal and Hie- 
iorieal Memoir* of the Early Settlers of Ohio, 61-63. 

> Probably between the present villages of Tuckahoe and Scarsdale, 
near the line of the Harlem Bailroad. 



quietly down, listened to the conversation of the as- 
sembled countrymen, whom he discovered to be 
Whigs. From these. Colonel Putnam ascertained 
that a large body of the Royal Army was lying near 
New Rochelle, which was about eleven miles distant 
from the White Plains, with good roads and an open, 
level country between the two places ; and that at 
the Plains, was a large quantity of American Stores, 
guarded by only about three hundred Militia. He 
ascertained, also, that a detachment of the enemy 
was posted near Mamaroneck, only seven miles dis- 
tant from the White Plains; while, on the other 
side, was the Hudson-river, on which were half a 
dozen armed vessels of the King's Fleet, within seven 
miles from the same place; and he understood, at 
once, that the principal Magazine of Provisions for 
the American Army, which General Washington had 
ordered to be brought to the White Plains, for the 
greater security of it, was enclosed, on three sides, by 
the King's forces, and was within easy striking distance 
from either of those three positions. Colonel Putnam 
waited no longer, at the Tavern, and proceeded no 
further, on the road towards the White Plains ; but, 
turning his horse towards the Bronx-river, westward 
from Ward's Tavern,' where he then was, over Ward's 
Bridge, he hastened back to Head-quarters, '* with his 
^* all-important discoveries." It appears that Colonel 
Putnam and the Adjutant-general had passed over 
the same ground, in the morning ; and the former 
was surprised, therefore, when he approached the 
high ground, westward from the Bronx-river, to see 
that it was occupied by armed men ; but he ascer- 
tained with his field-glass that they were Americans ; 
and when he reached the encampment, he found it 
was the Brigade commanded by Brigadier-general 
Lord Stirling, of Major-general Spencer's Division, 
who had been pushed forward, in advance of the 
main Army, during that day, to occupy that very im- 
portant pass and to fortify it.^ 
After Colonel Putnam had refreshed himself and his 

■ 

horse at the Head-quarters of the Brigade — ^as Lord 
Stirling was a ban vivarU and an extravagant liver, the 
weary Colonel was, undoubtedly, well-refreshed — he 
set out for Head-quarters, by way of Yonkers, a road, on 
which he had not previously traveled ; and as it was 
dark, and because the country over which he was to 
pass was largely inhabited by those who were un- 
friendly to the Americans, rendering it hazardous for 
him to make inquiries, his journey was peculiarly 
dangerous. It is said, however, that he reached 
Head-quarters, in safety, about nine o'clock ; that he 
was received by General Washington, who heard his 
verbal Report and examined the sketch of the country 
which he made for the illustration of the Report and 

s The position of that noted Tavern may be ascertained by a reference 
to the Plan of the Country from Frog** Point to Crolon Biver, opposite page 
239, ante : if we are correctly informed, the property is now owned and 
occupied by Hon. Silas D. GifTord, recently (bounty Judge of Weetchester- 
county. 

« Vide page 238, ante. 
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to show the relative positions of the several bodies of 
the King's forces and the Magazine, at the White 
Plains ; that the Greneral was surprised that the Army 
was so greatly imperiletl, *' complaining, very feelingly, 
" of the gentlemen of New York, from whom he had 
-* never been able to obtain a plan of the country, 
*^and saying that it was by their advice he had or- 
" dered the Stores to the White Plains, as a place of 
** safety ;'* that General Greene and General George 
Clinton were called in, to vouch for the accuracy of 
the sketch ; that Colonel Putnam *' was charged with 
"a letter to Brigadier-general Lord Stirling, and 
^^ ordered immediately to his Camp, which he reach- 
** ed, by the same route, about two o'clock ;" that, 
'* before daylight, the Brigade was in motion, in full 
** march for the White Plains, where it arrived, about 
'* nine o'clock, on the morning of the twenty-first of 
'' October;" and that ''thus was the American Army 
*' saved by an interposition of Providence, from a 
** probably total destruction." 

While these various movements were in pro- 
gress, and while hU attention to the great events 
which were passing immediately before him must 
have been close and constant, General Washington's 
interest in the future was not neglected. He deter- 
mined, therefore, to establish a Magazine of Pro- 
visions, to the northward of the Highlands and 
'* remote from the North River j" and the Quarter- 
master-general of the Army was instructed to aficer- 
tain the opinions of William Duer and Robert R. 
Livingston, on the subject; and, in the mean time, 
the former of the two, who was never absent when any 
opportunity for making money was presented, was 
ordered by the Quartermaster-general to purchase, 
without the slightest limitation of prices or any check 
whatever, as to qualities or quantities or places or times 
of delivery, thirty thousand bushels of Grain, one- 
half of it to be Corn and the other half to be Oats, one 
thousand tons of Hay, and five hundred tons of Rye- 
straw — as Robert R. Livingston was to be consulted 
concerning the places where all these should be deliv- 
ered, it is very clear that the Quartermaster general 
intended that large liberty, in the expenditure of the 
public monies, which he had authorized, should be ex- 
ercised within the Manor of Livingston, where that 
family and its adherents would enjoy the benefits to be 
derived from that questionable source, instead of ex- 
pending those monies within those other portions of 
the State where the dominant party possessed no in- 
terest, although *the former was perfectly secure from 
loss and the latter, very largely, were exposed to the 
inroads of the enemy. Instructions were also given, 
also without limitation, for the purchase of Horses and 
Oxen ; and if they could not be purchased, the lucky 
agent was authorized to hire them, " at the most rea- 
"sonable rates." ^ It was for the purpose of making 



1 QtnrtermcMer-general J^Tifflinto WiUhm Duer, *' MoVNT Washinotok, 
" October 20, 17:6." 



such opportunities as these, that the dominant faction 
had revolted ; and in such hands as those of William 
Duer and the Livingstons, such opportunities never 
failed to be made useful, always to themselves and 
sometimes to the State and the Country. 

There was ample reason, however, for the anxiety 
of General Washington, concerning Provisions for 
the supply of the Army, since, at the time when he 
ordered the establishment of a Magazine, in the up- 
per part of Duchess-county, there were not more than 
r^ fifteen hundred barrels of Flour and two hundred 
barrels of Pork, at Kingsbridge and on the Heights 
of Harlem ; and there were very few live Cattle, of 
any kind, collected, at any place within the neighbor- 
hood of f he Army. As the enemy had the control of 
the navigation on the Hudson-river, as well as of that 
on the Sound, there could not be any transportation of 
the much- needed supplies, by water ; and the great 
scarcity of teams, growing more and more evident, day 
by day, rendered the prospect of a transportation, by 
land-carriage, of what would become necessary for the 
maintenance of the Army, exceedingly discouraging, 
especially since the enemy had indicated his intention 
to cui oft' the lines of communication by land, as well 
as those by water. The General was necessarily led, 
therefore, to concentrate whatever of supplies he had, 
at the White Plains ; to request and entreat that ev- 
ery possible exertion should be made to have large 
quantities of Provisions carried to the interior parts 
of the country, out of the reach of the enemy, and 
with the utmost expedition ; and to inform the Com- 
missary-general of the Army that a failure to effect 
these would, he feared, he was certain, be productive 
of the fatal consequences attending on mutiny and 
plunder, adding, significantly, *' indeed, the latter 
" will be authorized by necessity." ' 

With such testimony as this, and there is an abun- 
dance of other testimony which is even stronger in 
its terms, the honest historian of these events finds 
great difficulty in reconciling the facts with the per- 
sistent assertion that the War of the Revolution was 
originated by the great body of the Colonists arising, 
en masse, for the protection of their several prop- 
erties and homes and families from outrages threat- 
ened or inflicted by a foreign tyrant ; that it was con- 
ducted by that same 'great body of people, through 
agencies of its own appointment and under its con- 
trol, always unselfishly and with nothing else than 
the common weal in view ; and that the willing hands 
and the patriotic hearts of the entire body of the peo- 
ple were in accord with the patriotism of the Army 
which it had created, which it was sustaining with 
all which it possessed, and on which, alone, all its 
hopes for security, for happiness, for prosperity, and 
for peace, were rested. Surely, where mutiny and 
plundering were officially threatened in default of 

> General Waeldiigton to Colonel Joeeph TrumhuUy Oommieeary-geHtTal oj 
Pioviaitm$f " Hcad-quartkb8, Ki»o*8 Beidob, October 20, 1776." 
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contributions, forced contributions, demanded and 
expected, there could not have been much sympathy 
between the Army and the body of the people ; and, 
sorely, in that condition of the popular feeling, the 
Army can scarcely be said, in truth, to have been 
fighting for the cause of the country, at large, but, on 
the contrary, as Armies have always fought, at the 
expense of the body of the people, of the working-bees 
of the hive, for the promotion, only, of the private ends 
and the private aims and the private interests of an 
individual or of a family or of a faction or of a party, 
neither of them a producer nor anything else than a 
cnmbrance and a burden on those who have labored. 
It will be seen, from General Washington's anxiety 
concerning his supplies and concerning the lines of 
communication between the Army and the country, 
and from other evidence, that he was becoming con- 
vinced that the enemy intended to take NewBochelle 
for the base of his proposed operations, and, from that 
place, by way of the White Plains, to form his com- 
mand, in a line, to the Hudson -river,* at Tarry town — 
a plan of operations, as we have already stated,' which 
was formed, after due consideration, before General 
Howe had left the City of New York, as will have 
been seen in the disposition of the Phcenix, the 
Boebuck, and the Tartar , off Tarry town, to cover the 
objective point, the right of the proposed new line, 
of the Army,' and in the selection of Mill's-creek, 
or New Rochelle-harbor, as the base of his opera- 
tions, the left of the proposed line,^ and, because 
of that new-born conviction, as early as noon, on the 

1 See, also, General Waahmgtont tkrovgh hii Btcretary^ to fht Pretidnd of 
the Oontinental Oongreu, "King's Bbidob, October 20, 1776, half-after one 
" o'clock. P. M." 

* Vide v^ge 231, ante. 

'Vide page 229, 230, ante. 

We are not ineenaible that Bancroft, {Hutory of the United Stotet, origi- 
nal edition, ix. 177 ; centenary edition, 1870, v., 441,) said it was aa early as 
his fifth day on Throgg'a-neck, that General Howe *' gave tip the hope of 
*'gettingdirectly in Washington's rear;'' and that, in consequence of 
that disappointment and at that time, " he resolred to strike at White 
*- Plains." Little credit is g^ven to General flowe and the very able 
Officers whom he commanded, by any one who can really suppose they 
would open a Campaign, or eren a series of important morements, without 
having, previously, formed a plan, as carefully and as intelligently con- 
structed as possible, for the general guidance of the operations of the 
Army ; and if from nothing else, the selection of Tarrytown and New 
Bochelle-harbor, as the two extremes of the proposed line, while the Army 
was yet unknown on Throgg's-neck, might have indicated to a leas ex- 
perienced reader than the venerable ex-Secretary of War, that the pro- 
posed line fh>m New Bochelle, by way of the MHilte Plains, to Tarry- 
town, was vastly more, in the military operations of the Royal Army, 
than a sudden inspiration which sprung up to cheer the disappointed 
General, when, oo the sixteenth of October, the latter is alleged to have 
given up all hope of getting in the. rear of the Americans— the whole 
of it a finely constructed creation of the venerable historian's pecnliariy 
lively and poetical imagination. 

There is an abundance of testimony showing that General Howe's 
original purpose was to take Tarrytown and New Rochelle, as the extremes 
of his proposed lines ; and, because the venerable historian did not ap- 
pear to have been governed by it, preferring, rather, to pay deference to 
a phantom of his own creation, it must have been that he did not under- 
stand it. Whatever it may have been which inspired the historian, 
however, what he wrote, on the subject under notice, is not historical, 
although it bears the name of History. 

4 Vide page 231, note 7, ante. 
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twentieth of October, the entire military force, except 
the Regiments which were intended to garrison Fort 
Washington, was drawn into Westchester-county ; ev- 
ery height and pass and advantageous ground, be- 
tween New Rochelle and the Hudson-river, was occu- 
pied by an American force sufficiently strong to hold 
it, temporarily ;* the Head-quarters of the Army were 
removed from Harlem Heights to Kingsbridge ;• and, 
although there are no direct testimonies on the sub- 
ject, it is very evident that, at least as early as the 
close of the twentieth of October, the proper disposi- 
tions for the movement of the main body of the Army 
— the garrison of Fort Washington and a guard at the 
barracks, at Fort Independence, only excepted — ^to the 
high grounds, to the northward and eastward of the 
White Plains, had, also, been entirely completed. 

On the twentieth of October, Lieutenant-colonel 
Harcourt, with the greater portion of the Sixteenth 
Regiment of Light Dragoons — ^the other portion of 
the Regiment having embarked on a transport which 
had not come into port — and the whole of the Seven- 
teenth Regiment of Light Dragoons, joined Oeneral 
Howe ; and, on the next day, lOctober 21, 1776,] thuB 
strengthened, the Right and Center of the Royal Ar- 
my were moved to a position, about two miles to the 
northward of New Rochelle, on the road to the White 
Plains, Lieutenant-general Heister occupying the 
ground which had been thus abandoned, with one 
Brigade of British and two Brigades of Hessians, 
constituting the Left of the Army ;^ and, early in the 
morning of that day, the Queen's Rangers, a Corps of 
Loyalists commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Rogers, 
were detached and pushed forward, to take possession 
of Mamaroneck," the last-named of which places was 

B General WaeMngUmy through hie Beeretarp, to the Oongreee^ **Kino^ 
" Bridob, October 20, 1776, half-after one o'clock, P.M.** 

• Sparks, {Writinge of George WaMngton, iv., 162, note,) said, " Head- 
** quarters remained at Haerlem Heights, as appears by the Orderlg Book, 
** till the twenty-first ; " and the Ordertff Book of both thetwentieth and 
the twenty-first of October gives weight to his statement But, because 
the entire military force, except the garrison of Fort Washington, had 
been moved into Weetchester-county as early as noon, on the twentieth ; 
because General Greene had found Head-quarters, " near King's Bridge," 
on the evening of the nineteenth, {Letter to the OonOnental Oongreee, 
** Gaxp at Fobt Lex, (latxlt Fobt OonsriTuriON,) October 20, 1776 ;") 
because Lieutenant-colonel Tench Tilghman, one of the General's Aids, 
had addressed a letter to William Puer, dated ** Hjbad-quartkbs, King's 
** BaiDOE, October 20, 1776 ; " because Colonel Harrison, the General's 
Secretary, had addressed a letter to the President of theOonUnental Con- 
gress, dated ** King's Bbipgk, October 20, 1776, half-after one o'clock, 
"P.M. ;" and because General Wsshlngton, himself, had addressed a 
letter to Ck)Ionel Joseph Trumbull, Oommissary-general of Provisions, 
dated, " Hkad-quabtkrs, King's Bbidox, October 20, 1776,'* we prefer 
to consider the Orderly Booib— which was In evident disorder, fh>m the 
eighteenth until the twenty-third (only a single entry appearing in it, 
during that long interval)— and, necessarily. Doctor Sparks, to have been 
in error ; and that Headquarters were really at or Tery near to Kings- 
bridge, as early as the afternoon of the nineteenth. 

1 Sauthier's Ploii of the Operutione of the Kvng'i Army. 

8 General Howe to Lord George (SermaiiM, " Nbw-Tobx, 30 November, 
"1776;" [HalVB\ Hietory of the CivQ War in America^ i., 205; 8ted- 
man's Hietory of the Ameriean War, i., 212 ; Gordon's Hietory of the 
American Bevolution, ii., 339 ; Sauthier's Plan of the Operatione of the 
Xing'* Army ; Plan of the Oountry from Frog'e Pomt to OroUm Rivn ; 
etc. 
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shamefully abandoned by the Americans who were 
posted there, on the approach of the enemy ; and 
that, " not for want of numbers, but for want of a 
"good Officer to lead the men." * 

When the intelligence of the enemy's movements, 
on the twenty-first of October, was received at Head- 
quarters, which had been removed to Valentine's- 
hill. General Washington was absent, on a tour of 
inspection.^ Evidently aroused by the information 
which he had received, on the. preceding evening, 
from Colonel Putnam, he had left, early in the morn- 
ing of that day, to visit the posts on the left of the 
American line and at the White Plains ; and when 
the express arrived with the very important intelli- 
gence of the enemy's movements, it was immediately 
transmitted to him, by his Secretary, Colonel Harri- 
son,* although he was evidently quite well informed 
of those movements, even of that towards Mamaro- 
neck,* from other sources of intelligence. 

While the General was at the White Plains, on that 
tour of inspection, {^October 21, 1776,] he personally 
examined the Stores which had been accumulated 
^t that place, and renewed his earnest entreaties^ 
with the Commissary-general of Provisions to supply 
the posts in that vicinity, in time, with Flour and 
Beef, for present use ; to form other Magazines of 
Provisions, "in secure places, removed from the wa- 
" ter, in Connecticut and at such others as were men- 
" tioned in my last, and circumstances may direct."^ 
From the same place, the General ordered the Officer 
in command, at Mamaroneck, to make the best stand 
he could, with the troops under his command, against 
the enemy ; and told him of his intention to order an 
attack on the enemy's flank ^ — how little the General 
thought that, at that very time, the Officer whom he 
Was thus addressing had shown himself to be only a 
contemptible poltroon.® At the same time, he or- 
dered Colonel Lachlan Mcintosh, who was then in 
Connecticut, with two Regiments of Massachusetts 
troops, preparing to make a movement against the 
enemy, on Long Island, to suspend that proposed ex- 



1 General Washington to Colonel Lachlan Mcintosh of Georgia, ** White- 
** Plains, October 21, 1776 ; " Liaitenant colonel Tilghmanto WUliam Dimt, 
*• Head-qua nruts, Valbntink's-Hill, 22 Oct., 1776." 

« ChUfnel R. H. Harriaon to WUUam Dner^ " Camp on Valemtine's- 
** Hills, October 21, 1770 ; " the same to the OmiHnental Oongreu, " Head- 
*' QUARTERS, Valbxtinb's-Hill, October 21, 1776;** Memoir* of General 
Heath, 73, 74. 

s Colotiel R. H. Harriaon to William Duer, " Camp cm VALBNTiirB*s- 
"Hill, October 21, 1776." 

* General Waahington to M(yor Zabdiel Rogers, *' White-Plains, Octo- 
♦'ber21, 1776." 

6 **I haTe no reatou, either Arom iDfoniiAtion or obsenration, to alter 
« my opinion of yesterday, and, therefore, again and again entreat your 
* ' every exertion to supply these posts, in time, with Flour and Beef for 
"present use," were hi» words. 

^ General Washington to Colonel Jos. TrumhuU, Commissary'general of 
ProvuionSj "White-Plains, October 21,1776.** 

7 General Washington to Mqfor Zabdi^ Rogers, " White-Plains, Octo- 
••ber21, 1776." 

^General Washtngion to Colonel Mcintosh, "White-Plains, October 
"21,1776." 



pedition, and, with Lieutenant-colonel LivingstoUp 
who was in the same State, with a considerable force, 
to march, immediately, towards Byram-river — ^that 
which forms the boundary between the States of New 
York and Connecticut, near the Sound — ^and to re- 
ceive orders, on his arrival at the river, from Briga- 
dier-general Lord Stirling, then at the White Plains, 
for the disposition of the men under his command.* 

While the Commander-in-chief was thus employed, 
on the extreme left of the American line. General 
Howe having been equally active, during the same 
period, only a few miles distant,^° the extreme right 
of that line, at Kingsbridge, was, also, the scene ot 
bustle and active preparation for a movement — Orders 
had been issued for the movement of the Division 
commanded by Major-general Heath, then occupying 
the grounds around Kingsbridge and, thence, north- 
ward, to Valentine's-hill, to the extreme left of the 
proposed line, in the new position, to the northw^ard 
and eastward of the White Plains, which had been 
selected for the immediate occupation of the Army." 
That movement, as we have said," had evidently been 
determined on, at least as early as during the preced- 
ing night, after the return of Colonel Putnam, and was 
not consequent on either the movement of the Royal 
Army, during the same morning, or the observations 
of General Washington, on his tour of inspection ; 
but there was, evidently, some cause for the eight 
hours of delay, beyond the hour appointed for the 
movement of the Division ;" and the extreme scarcity 
of Teams, for any purpose, as we have already stated,^* 
which was producing great anxiety and trouble, 
throughout the entire Army, may have caused the 
delay. 

The Division commanded by Major-general Heath, 
as we have said, (except General George Clinton, 
with the Regiments commanded, respectively, by 
Colonels Nicolls, Pawling, Graham, and Swartwout,) 
was ordered to move, left in front, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, if possible : the advance-guard was to 
consist of one hundred men, taken from General 
Scott's Brigade ; and was to be followed by the heavy 
artillery, of which two heavy iron twelve-pounders 
were to be moved with that Division : the column 
was to follow, in platoons or by file, the six and three- 
pound guns to be moved between the first and second 
and between the third and fourth Regiments of each 
Brigade : each Regiment was ordered to throw out a 
flank-guard: and General Parsons was ordered to 



9 General Washington to Colonel Mcintosh, ** White-Plains, October 21, 
••1776." 

10 Two miles from New Bochelle, sfty nine miles from the White Plains. 
i'^ Division Orders, " KiNO*B Bbidgb, October 21, 1776.** 

M Vide page 249, ante. 

18 The Division wss ordered to march from the left, near Valentine's, 
<*lf posfdble, at eight o*clocIc, this morning,** {Division Orders, "King's 
"Bbidoe, October 21, 1776 : **) it was not until "about 4 o*clock, P.M. 
"our General*8 Division moved from above Kingsbridge,'* (Memoir$ •/ 
General Heath, 73). 

14 Vide page 239, ante. 
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farDish a rear-guard of fifty men. Each of the Brig- 
ades of the Division was to have a wagon-load of 
Tools, which was ordered to be moved with the heavy 
artillery. A number of the Spears which were at 
Fort Independence was to be loaded on each wagon, 
with the Tools; and Colonel Thomas and Colonel 
Drake were respectively ordered to send to each of 
the Regiments of the Division, a Guide, who was 
well acquainted with the road to the White Plains 
and with the vicinity of that place. It was ordered, 
in case the Division should be attacked, while on its 
march, that the line should be instantly formed ; with 
the reserves at one hundred paces distant, in the 
rear ; with the light artillery as it was posted on the 
march; and with the heavy artillery posted on the 
nearest commanding height and covered by the Regi- 
ment commanded by Colonel Prescott. General 
George Clinton, with all the Regiments of his com- 
mand, except the Westch ester-county Regiment com- 
manded by Colonel Thomas, was ordered to remain 
where he was then posted, until the afternoon, and to 
forward all the Stores, Provisions, etc., which would 
uot be required for the use of the detachment which 
was to be left in the barracks, in Fort Independence; 
ailer which he was to move his Brigade, on the Alba- 
ny road, as far as Dobbs*s Ferry, where he would re- 
ceive his Baggage, etc., from the boats on which they 
had been forwarded; and to join the Division, 
at the White Plains, without delay. A de- 
tachment of six hundred men, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Lasher, was ordered to remain, 
near Kingsbridge, until further orders — ^two hundred 
and fifty of the number were to occupy the barracks 
of Colonel Thomas's Regiment ; fifty were to be posted 
in Colonel Swartwout's regimental barracks ; fifty were 
to be posted in General Scott*s Brigade barracks ; fifty 
were to occupy the regimental barracks of Colonel 
Prescott ; fifty were to occupy the barracks of Colonel 
Pawling's Regiment ; fifty were to be posted in the 
barracks of Colonel NicolPs Regiment ; and the re- 
maining fifty were to be posted in the barracks of 
Colonel Graham's Regiment — ^and it was also ordered 
to mount the proper guards and pickets ; and to es- 
tablish alarm-posts, in the different works. The 
guards then posted at Morrisania were to be called in, 
during the evening of that day, and to follow the Di- 
vision, on the following morning ; and a small guard, 
evidently to be supplied from the detachment at Fort 
Independence, was to be continually posted on the 
high grounds, toward Morrisania, for the security of 
the detachment.^ All these specific Orders, which 
were evidently issued much earlier than eight o'clock 
in the morning, were unquestionably obeyed, as far 
as they could be obeyed, with entire precision and 
promptitude ; but, nevertheless, it was not until about 
four o'clock, in the afternoon of that October day, 
that the Division was enabled to move ; not until 



eight o'clock in the evening, that it passed Head- 
quarters, on Valentine's-hill ; and, after a tedious and 
wearisome night-march, not until four o'clock, on the 
following morning — ^that of Tuesday, the twenty-second 
of October — ^that it reached Chatterton's-hill, the last 
of the line of entrenched works, near the village of 
the White Plains. During the same day, General 
Heath moved the Division to the high ground, to the 
northward of the little village ; and, there, it evi- 
dently rested from the fatigue which was consequent 
on the laborious movements of the preceding thirty- 
six hours.* 

It will be seen by the reader, that the Division 
which was thus pushed forward, to the White Plains, 
was in light marching order, evidently taking with it 
no more than the personal Baggage of the Ofiicers and 
men ; that it was pushed forward, with all possible ex- 
pedition, if it may not properly be said to have been 
by a forced march ; and that it was not halted on its 
line of march, until it had reached Chatterton's-hill. 
It had moved along the roadway leading to the White 
Plains, behind and under cover of the line of en- 
trenched camps, stretched along the high grounds, 
westward from the Bronx-river, from Valentine's-hill, 
on the South, to the White Plains, on the North, 
which had, already, been thrown up and occupied,' and 
it reached the Plains and rested on the high grounds, 
at that place ; and it was subsequently moved into the 



iDirttum Ord«n, "Kikq*8 Bridok, October 21, 1776." 



* Memoin of General HeaVt^ 73-76. 

sSRUihier*s Plan of the Operatknu of the King'* Army; Plan of Am 
Country from Frog*% PoxtU. to Crototi River; DaWBOU'fl Military Beireaie 
through Weeteheater-oounty, in 1776, 36-37 ; etc. 

Wo are not iniieiifliblo of the fact that, in this instance, the greater 
number of thoee who have preceded ub, in writing of that military re- 
treat of the Americans, hare maintained that thoee defensive works were 
thrown up by the retreating Army, on its march to the White Plaint, 
instead of by detachments moved forward, for that specific purpose, be- 
fore the retreat of the main body, fh>m Kingsbridge, had been fully de- 
termined on. Among thoee from whom we have thus dissented, are the 
despatch of General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " New-Tosk, 
"30 November, 1776 ; " Annual Regieter for 1176: History of Europe, M77 ; 
Hietory ofth« War in Amerioa, Dublin: 1779, i., 194 ; [Hall's] History of 
the Givil War in America, i., 207 ; Gordon's Hiatory of the American Revo- 
lution, il., 339 ; Stedman's Hiatory of the American War, i., 212 ; Mar- 
shall's Life of George Wttahington, ii., 600 ; Andrews's Hiatory of the War, 
ii., 244; Murray's Impartial Hiatory of the War in America, ii., 177 ; 
Ramsay's Hiatory of the American Revolution, i., 309 ; Morse's Annate of 
the American Revolution, 263 ; Sparks's Life of George Waahington, 196; 
Irvlng's Life of George Waahington, ii., 384, 386 ; Hamilton's Hiatory of 
the Republic, I, 130 ; Loasing's Pictorial FieH-hook of the American ReeeUt- 
tion, ii., 821 ; Carrington's BatOea of the American Revolution, 236, etc. ; 
but we have preferred the testimony of Dtrmon Ordera fur the move- 
ment of the troops, the narrative of the movement which was written 
by the Major-general commanding the Division, the official Maps of the 
movement drawn by both the American and the Koyal Engineers, and 
our own well-settled convictions of the improbability that the main Army 
had been employed in throwing up entreuchmentB or that its laborious 
retreat to the Plains was made more laborious by continuous halts fur 
the purpose of throwing up earthworks, for any purpose. When the 
retreat was originally determined on, the necessity for a prompt and 
immediate occupation of the new-select^ position was too evident to 
admit of any such halts, for any such purposes ; and, in the great 
scarcity of Teams for the removal of the Stores and Baggnge and Artil- 
lery, which required the men to take the places of beasts of burden, 
in dragging and carrying what needed to be transported, the main 
body of the Army needed no additional labor, nor is it in the slightest 
degree probable that any such addittonal labor was really imposed on it. 
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position which had been appointed for it, on the ex- 
treme left of the proposed line of the Army, its left 
resting on a "deep hollow, through which ran a small 
*' brook,* which came from a mill-pond,'^ a little above."' 
On the eastern, or opposite side, of that *' deep hol- 
" low," " there was a very commanding ground," from 
which the Division could have been enfiladed ; ^ and 
the ground occupied by the Division, descended, 
graduaUy, from the extreme left to the right of the 
line.* 

On the high ground, on the opposite side of the 
"deep hollow,'^ General Heath posted the Regiment 
of New York troops commanded by Colonel William 
Malcolm, and Lieutenant Fenno of the Artillery, the 
latter with a field -piece, with instructions to occupy a 
position in the skirt of the wood which covered the 
upper portion of the high ground, *^ at the South brow 
'* of the hill ;" and there, that covering party remained, 
until the American Army retreated into the high 
grounds of Northcastle." 

While the Division commanded by General Heath 
was thus hurrying, by a forced march, towards the 
White Plains, during the night of the twenty- first of 
October, another portion of the American Army was 
engaged in a brilliant dash on the enemy's outpost, 
at Mamaroneck. 

It will be remembered that, on the twenty-first 
of October, when the Right and Center of the main 
body of the Royal Army were moved forward to 
a position between New Rochelle and the White 
Plains, the Queen's Rangers, a select body of Loy- 
alists, commanded by the celebrated partisan, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Robert Rogers,^ were pushed forward 



1 Then and now known aa the Manukroneck-rlver. 

STben known as " Horton'apond:" now known aa **St. Mary's 
" Lake." 

8 The entire property included in this portion of our narratlTe, is 
now owned by Charles Dentermann, Esq. 

* Itow forming a portion of what is known as " The Underhill 
" Farm." 

ft This description of the ground occupied by the Diylsion commanded 
by General Ueath, has been taken, largely in his own words, from his 
jr«moir», eyidently written by himself, page 76. For our statements 
concerning the present names and owners of the sereral properties re- 
ferred to, we are Indebted to the Hon. J. O. Dykman, Judge of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York, and a resident of the White 
Plains. 

• Memoin oj Geiterdl Heatkt 76. 

'The Queen's Bangers, subseqtiently so widely known, had been 
raised in Connecticut and the Ticlnity of New York, for the duties which 
their name implied ; and, at the time of which we write, they were com- 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel Robert Kogers, who had so much distin- 
guished himself as a partisan, on the frontlen, during the War with 
France. They were "all Americans, and all Loyalists."— (Simcoe's 
Jowmai of tk» CperationB of tke Queen^M Bangen, 18.) 

These Rangers were said, by the biographer of their distinguished Com- 
mandant, of a later period, to have been ** disciplined, not for parade, but 
* * for active service. They were never to march In liow time ; were directed 
**to fire with precision and steadiness ; to wield the bayonet with force 
"and effect ; to disperse and rally with rapidity. In short, in the in- 
" structions for the management of the Corps, Its commander seems to 
"have anticipated the more modern tactics of the French Army."— 
{Memoir of Lieutenant colonel Suncoej — Simcoe's Journal of the OpertUion* 
of the QMen'a Bangert, vlii.) 



to Mamaroneck, which they had occupied early in 
the morning of that day.** 

It will be remembered, also, that while General 
Washington was at the White Plains, on the twenty- 
first of October, he had received information of that 
occupation of Mamaroneck ; and that he had deter- 
ined to make an attack on the Queen's Rangers who 
were posted there.* In accordance with that deter- • 
mination and with Orders which were undoubtedly is- 
sued by General Washington," General Lord Stirling, . 
who had reached the White Plains, with his com- 
mand, during the morning of that day, detached 
Major Green, with one hundred and fifty men from 
the First and Third Virginia Regiments, and Colonel 
John Haslet, with six hundred men from his own — 
the Delaware — and other Regiments, with orders to 
fall on the Rangers, during the coming night. The 
movement was made with good judgment and ability ; 
the Rangers were entirely surprised, through the 
carelessness of their sentries ; and, as was stated by an 
Officer in the Royal Army,** they were " very roughly • 
** handled." In consequence of the bad conduct of the 
guides whom Colonel Haslet had employed," how- • 
ever, the success was not as complete as it probably 
would have been, had the guides done their duty 
properly. As it was. Colonel Haslet and his gallant 
command handled the Rangers " very roughly," kill- 
ing and wounding a considerable number ; " carrying ' 
back, to the White Plains, thirty-six prisoners,'* and • 



8 General Washington to Colonel Laehian Melntoth^ of Georgia, ** Whitb- 
" Plains, October 21, 1776;" the $ame to Mqfor SUbdid Bogerm, 
"White-Plains, October 21, 1776 ;" Extract of a letter from a Qeneral 
Officer^ dated "Mount Washington, October 23, 1776 ;" General Hotco 
to Lord George Germaine, "New-Tobk, 30 November, 1776 ;'* [Hairs] 
Hi9tory of the Civil War in America, !., 206 ; Stedman's Hiatory of the 
American War, 1., 212 ; Gordon's HiUory of the Ameriean Bevolution, 11., 
339 ; Saathier's Plan of the Operatione of the Kutg'$ Army ; Plan of ike 
Oovntry from f\rog*M Point to Oroton Biver; etc. 

9 Vide page 2S0, ante. 

M In Lieutenant-colonel Tllghman's letter to his father, dated " Vai<- 
"xntinb's-Hill 4 MILKS FBOH KiNGSB&iDGK 22 October 1776," it is ex- 
pressly stated that "the General' '—by which term he referred to Gen- 
eral Washington, whose Aide-de-Oamp he was and with whom he had 
been, while the Commander-in-Chief wasat the White Plains — " de|»ched 
"'M.B^oTiiTeen * o • to fall upon Bogers in the Night, which they 
"did," etc. 

» [Hall's] Hiatory of the CivQ War in America, 1., 205. 

u Lieutemmt-oolonel Tilghman, In the letter to his father, to which we 
have already referred, stated that ** had not the Guides posted Haslet 
"wrong the whole party condstiug of 400 must have fitUen into our 
" Hands ;'* and Colonel Haslet, In his Letter to General Csesar Rodney, 
dated " October 28, 1776," said, ** had not our guides deserted us on the 
** first outset, he and his whole party must have been taken.** 

See, also, General Waahington, throttgk his Secretary^ to Governor 2Viim- 
bvll, "Camp on Valkktine's-Hill, October 22, 1776.*' 

13 In Lieutenant-colonel Tilghman's letter to his father, already men- 
tioned, it Is ^d "they counted 25 killed in one Orchard, how many got 
" off wounded we dont know ;" and In Colonel Haslet's letter to General 
Rodney, already i-eferred to, It was said, "his Lieutenant and a number 
" of others were left dead on the spot." 

^* Lieutenant<olonel TUghman to hie father, " Yalxntinx'b-Hill 4 milu 
"from Kingsbridoe, 22 October, 1776;" Colonel Haalett to General Bod- 
neg, "White-Plains, October 28, 1776;" etc. 

A list of thirty-one of those prisoners may be seen In Force's American 
Archives, Y., 11., 1203 ; but the evident slaughter of the names has made 
that record useless to every one who is unacquainted with the names of 
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including, among the trophies of their bravery, " a 
" pair of Colors, sixty stand of Arms, and a variety of 
plunder/*^ among the latter of which were "a good 
many Blankets.'^ ' On the side of the Americans, 
" three or four were left, dead, and, about fifteen were 
" wounded, among the latter, Major Green, of the 
"Second Virginia Begiment, wounded in the shoul- 
" der, and Captain Pope, who acted as Major, and 
** behaved with great bravery, wounded in the leg." ' 
General Lord Stirling is said to have been *' so highly 
" pleased with the success of the expedition, that he 
"thanked Colonel Haslet and his command, pub- 
" licly, on the parade." * 

families of whom they were probably nfembers. As many of thorn appear 
to have been of Westchester-connty origin, we append the list, corrected 
as far as we have been able to correct It : 



*Jo«eph Dean, 
^Stephen Law, 
^EltJah Carle, 
*John Angevine, 
*Jo8eph Carle, 
Walter Brown, 
Gilbert Myers, 
♦Frederic Devoe, 
David Lawrence, 
♦James Angevine, 
John Charllck, 
Jeremiah Wood, 
Reuben Stivers, 
•David Travis, 
John Worden, 
♦ElUah Bartow, 



♦Jonathan Austin, 

Francis Basley, 

James Sharp, 

Solomon Parent, 

Jonathan Eddy, 
♦Stephen Travis, 
♦James CanDady,t 
♦Moses Travis, 

Abraliam Brown, 
♦Elnathan Appleby, 

Jedediah Davis, 

Jacob Cadweli Burr, 

^amee Melson, [*NeliOH f] 

Noah Brown, 

William Washburn. 



1 Coloua Hadel toQenenH Rodney, " White-Plains, October 28, 1776." 
> Lieutenatd-oolonel TQghman to hi* father^ " Valkntink's-Hill, 4 milks 
"from Ki2vo«bsidgk, 22 October, 1776." 
« Colona Ha»Ut to GeMral Rodney, •* Whitb-Plawb, October 28, 1776." 
* Those who shall desire to learn more of this affair are referred to 
General Wa9kinglon'$ letter to Governor TmmbuU, '*Camp ok Valen- 
**TiNE*8-HiLL, October 22, 1776; " the aame, to the Oi>nlU»ental Oongreie, 
" Heao-quartkrs, White-Plains, 25 October, 1776;" Extract of a 
letter from Fort Lee, dated "October 22," in The Phil^Mdelphia Evening 
Fioei, Vol. II., No. 276, "Philadelphia, Saturday, October 26, 1776;" 
Extraot of a letter from a Oeneral Ojficer, dated " Mount Washington) 
'*Octol)er23, 1776," in The Femuylvania Jonmal, No. 1769, "Philadel. 
" phia, Wednesday, October 30, 1776," and In Force's American Archieeg, 
v., ii., 1203 ; Ahram Clark to Colon^ Dayton, "Elikabethtown, October 
"26, 1776 ;'* Ertraotfrom a letter publUhed by the Continental Congreet, in 
The Penneyltania Jonmal, No. 1770, "Philadelphia, Wednesday, 
"November 6, 1776;" General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "Nbw- 
" York, 30 November, 1776 ;" [HalFs] Hietory of the CitU War in America, 
i., 206 ; Gordon's Hietory of the American Revolution, 11., 339 ; Memoir$ of 
General Hfath, 74, 76 ; etc. 

Bolton, in his Hietory of Wettch^eter-connty, (original edition, i., 311 ; 
second edition, 1., 499) prefixed to General Heath's mention of this aflTair 
(except the date, which the latter had correctly stated,) the singular in- 
formation that It occurred on " the day previous to the battle at White 
" Plains," [tJctoher 27,]and that the command of the Americans was held 
by Colonel Smallwood, of the Maryland Line of the Continental Army. 

Bancroft, in his Hiaioryuf the Vnited States, (original edition, ix., 178 ; 
centenary edition, v. 442,) regarded the Rangers as only "a picket of 
"Rogers's Regiment of Bangers," notwithstanding General Howe had 
described it, definitely, as a detachment of the entire " Corps of Ban- 
"gors," not a portion of it, only, which had been sent forward, 
" to take poesession of Mamaroneck ;" and no one, of either Army, con- 



♦ Thoee who are thus designated (♦) were, probably, of Westchestor- 
county families. 

t James Cannudy was one of the Bedford Company who had served 
throughout the Campaign of 1775, under Colonel James Holmes, {ride 
page 101, aiif«.) 



On the twenty-second of October, General Howe 
strengthened his outpost, at Mamaroneck, which Col- 
onel Haslet had so rudely assaulted, during the pre- 
ceding night, by moving the Sixth Brigade of Brit- 
ish troops, commanded by Brigadier-general Agnew, 
to that place ; ^ and, on the same day. Lieutenant- 
general Knyphausen, with the Second Division of the 
Hessians and the Regiment of Waldeckers, number- 
ing eight thousand men, who had arrived at New 
York, on the eighteenth,* landed on Myers-point, now 
known as Davenport's-neck, near New Rochelle,' to 
which place they had been taken, from the City of 
New York, on the flatboats of the Army.® 

As all intercourse between the City of New York 
and the Army, which was so exceedingly important, 
depended on the King's troops and Navy being mas- 
ters of the Sound, armed vessels were stationed, at 
short distances from each other, from Hell-gate to 
New Rochelle ; and every possible assistance was af- 
forded by Admiral Lord Howe, to facilitate the 
movements of the Army commanded by his brother. 
Indeed, in the words of one of the best-informed 
writers of the history of those operations of the 
King's Navy, himself an Officer of the Army and 
a personal witness of what he described, " a vigor 
''and exertion, unequalled in any former expedi- 
" tion, prevailed through all classes in the Navy, 
" extinguishing jealousies, and banishing all those 
" ideas of pre-eminence and rank that sometimes sub- 
"sist between the Fleet and the Army; and which 



sldered it as only a picket, or it would not have been mentioned in the 
despatches of both the Geuends commanding nor have found a place on 
either of the official Maps of the Campaign. 

A General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "New- York, November 30^ 
"1776 ; " [Hall's] Hietory of the CHril War in America, i., 205 ; Sauthier's 
Plan of (he Operations of the King's Army ; A Plan of the Country from 
Frog^S Point to Croton River; etc 

• "New- York, October 21, 1776. On Friday sixty-dve sail of veasela, 
" under convoy of the Diamond and Ambuscade, with the second divis- 
"ion of the Hessians and one thousand Waldeckers, under the command 
" of the Generals Knyphausen and Schmidtz, and a number of recruits for 
" the British troops, in all about eight thousand effective men, arrived 
" off Sandy-Hook. They sailed from Plymouth Sound, the 27th of July. 
" In the fleet are several victuallers and vessels laden with draught- 
" horses for the train and baggage of the Army." (7^ New- York Ga- 
tette and Weekly Mercury, No. 1304, New-York, Monday, October 21, 
1776.) 

See, also, Lord Greorge Gennaine to General Howe, " Whitehall, 21 
"June, 1776." 

7 General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "New-York, November 30, 
"1776 ; " [Hall's] History of the CirU War in America, I., 206 ; Sauthier's 
Plan of the Operations of the King's Arnty ; Gordon's History of the Amer^ 
icon Recoluaon^ ii., 339; Plan of the Country from Frog's Point to Crotom 
River; etc. 

Bolton, in his History of Westchestrr-county, (original edition, i., 440 ; 
second edition, i., 688) said General Knyphausen landed on Myers-point, 
or Davenport's neck, " ten days previous to the battle of White-Plains,** 
[October 18,] the day on which he had reached Sandy-hook ; and in the 
first of the two editions, he cited, as his authority, Stedman's History of 
the American War, in which there Is not the slightest mention of the date 
of the debarkation of the Division, beyond the fact that it was after the 
twenty-first of October, seven days before the action on ChattertonV 
hill. 

s Admiral Lord Howe to Mr. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, 
"Eagle, off New- York, November 23, 1776." 
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have too often fatally contribated to national 
" dishonor." ^ 

During the following night, ^Tuesday, October 22,] 
the Division of the American Army which was com- 
manded by Major-general Sullivan reached the White 
Plains,' and, probably, occupied a position in the 
proposed new line of the Army, on the right of that 
already occupied by the Division commanded by 
Major-general Heath ; although we have not found 
any information, on that subject, among the con- 
temporary authorities.' 

While General Sullivan and his command were 
thus moving towards the White Plains, a raid was 
made from the Regiment which occupied the en- 
trenched Camp at Mile-Square, in which a Corporal 
and two Privates, with the approval of the Colonel, 
** went out to see what they could pick up," and suc- 
ceeded in bringing in '^a number. of fat Cattle," with- 
out pretending, however, that they had belonged to the 
King's Army ; * and, on the afternoon of the following 
day, [ Wednesday t October 23,] the same small party 
went out, again, but in a different direction — "going 
"directly to the rear of the Hessian Camp," [near 
East Chester,^ *' they went into a house where they 
** washed for the Officers, and were bringing off three 

tubs of Shirts, when the man of the house informed 

the Camp." The marauders were, of course, com- 
pelled to retreat ; but, meeting some of their com- 
rades, — probably the party referred to in the following 
paragraph, — they rallied, drove back their Hessian 
pursuers, killed the Major who commanded the latter 
— from whom they took his Commis.«»ion and ten 
guineas, in money — ^and a number of others, and cap- 
lured three prisoners,^ evidently securing to them- 
selves, also, very great credit. 

1 [Hairs] History of the avQ War m America, {., 206. 

s Memoir$ of General Heath, 76. 

s It is one of the singular portions of the history of that eventftil Cam- 
palgn, that the only mention which we have found, concerning General 
Sallivan's serrices, as Major-general commanding one of the great 
riTisions of the American Army, in W^estchester-coiinty, is that merely 
iiicidental remark, by General Heath, to which we have referred. There 
aiipearB, also, in the manuscript papers of General Sullivan, which we 
haTe carefully examined, personally, next to nothing on the subject ; 
there is nothing in the carefully-prepared Memoir of him, by his 
faithful biographer, Hon. Thomas C. Amory, which throws the faint- 
est light on the subject; and Hr. Amory, whom it is our privilege to 
iiitmber among our oldest and dearest personal fHends, is entirely un- 
alile to afford the slightest information. 

lo view of the fact that he was placed in command of a great Di- 
Tislon of the Army, while older and more pretentious M^jor-generals 
wore loft in less important positJoDS, it cannot be pretended that that 
sitonce was produced by any want of respect for either his military 
character or his military services. 

4 £Mrac< o/ a I«(ter >VoiN " Camp at Mile-Square in Eastchester/' 
dated "23 October, 1776," published in The Freeman' $ Journal or Hew- 
Hftmp$hire GazeUe, Volume I., Number 25, Portsmouth, Tuesday, No- 
Tember 12, 1776. 

filbid. 

In Lieutenant colonel Tench Tilghroan's letter to William Duer. dated 

* SiAD-QrARTKBS, Whitr-Plaixs, October 2!}, 1776," the narrative was 
differently told, giving the entire credit for the insignificant affair to 
General Lee, as was usually done, in such cases, and stating that it oc- 
curred on the evening of the twenty-second ; and an Extract of a Utter 
from Headrqttarter$f published, officially, by the Congress, " October 25, 



During the same day, [Wednesday, October 23,] 
Colonel Glover, commanding the Brigade of whom 
Brigadier-general James Clinton was the commander 
— ^the same who had distinguished themselves on the 
preceding Friday — sent out a party, mostly composed 
of men belonging to his own Regiment, to see what 
was to be seen and do what they could do. It is said 
that that Scouting- party met a body of the enemy 
and attacked it, killing, as has been already stated, 
twelve Hessians — one of them a Field-officer, on 
horseback — and taking three prisoners, besides the 
horse of the Officer who was killed ; with the loss of 
one man, of Colonel Baldwin's Regiment, who was 
mortally wounded.' 

On the same day, [Wednesday, October 23,] the 
Head-quarters of the Army were established " on the 
*' Plain, near the cross-roads," at the White Plains."' 

During the entire period succeeding the determina- 
tion to move the main body of the American Army 
from the Heights of Harlem to the White Plains, 
there were the most active preparations to secure a 
successful retreat, throughout every portion of the 
Army. It is said the Mortars, some of the Cannon, a 
portion of General Washington's Baggage, and some 
of the Sick had been taken Jbo the western side of the 
Hudson-river, before that determination was made;^ 
on the morning of the- twenty-second, the Sick who 
had not been sent over the Hudson -river, were sent 



*'1776,*' and copied into The Pemuylvania Jowmal, No. 1770, Phila- 
delphia, Wednesday, November -6, 1776, stated that the affUr og> 
curred on Wednesday, the twenty-third of October, as stated in the text ; 
that the supporting party belonged to Colonel Hand's Kegiment of Rifle- 
men, instead of to Colonel Glover's Regiment; that the Americans 
buried ten of the Hessians, on the field ; and that the only loss sustained 
by the Americans was " one lad wounded, supposed mortally.*' A letter 
from a GctUUman m the Armg, dated " Camp nea& the Mills, about 
'^THBEE MILES- North or the White Plains, November 1, 1776," pub- 
lished in Force's American Archivee, V., 111., 473, stated that **our people 
" buried thirteen Hessians left dead on the field ; " that " one wounded 
"Lieutenant was taken ; " that, " although we had not one man killed 
" on the g^und," we had " six or eight wounded, but one, it is thought, 
"mortally;" and that the Msjor's Commiasion was found on the, 
ground ; "but whether it belonged to any of the slain or to some Officer 
"who might be wounded and carried off, they could not determine." 

•Colonel Glover's letter, dated " Mile-Squabk, October 22,* 1776," 
published in The lyeeman'e Journal and Nev-Hampehire Gazette, Vol. 
I., No. 27, Portsmouth, Tuesday, November 26, 1776. 

7 Doctor Sparks, In the Writiage of George Wcuhington, iv., 152, note ; 
Memoir of General Heath, 75. 

Compare, also, Lieutenant'Colonel TUghman to the New York Omvention, 
** Head-quarters, Yalentinb's-Hili., October 22, 1776," with the earns 
to WiUiam Duer, "Head-quarters, White-Plains, October 23, 1776." 

8 Extract of a letter from Fort Lee, dated " October 20, 1776," published 
in The Penneylvania Journal, No. 1769, Philadelphia, Wednesday, Oc- 
tober 30, 1776. 

See, also, Getteral Wa^inglon lo General Greene, "White-Plains, 
" November 7, 1776 ; " General Waehington lo General Lee, ** Pbbkskill, 
" November 12, 1776 ; " etc. 



*The structure of this letter clearly indicates that It w^as written by 
instalments — that it was commenced on the twenty-second, and received 
additions on the next day, on the succeeding Sunday, and after the en- 
gagement on Chatterton's hill, which occurred on the following Mon- 
day. 

This is stated in explanation of the seeming discrepancy in the date 
of the letter and that of the affair which is under notice. 
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to the White Plains, reaching that place on the fol-' 
lowing morning ; ^ and the Commander-in-chief *^ was 
** almost the whole time on horseback/' * his Corre- 
spondence' and even the Orderly-books of the Army * 
clearly indicated that his personal supervision of the 
entire movement and of all which pertained to it was 
onstintingly given. 

It is not now known when General Lee and his 
Division commenced its laborious march, towards the 
White Plains ; ^ but it " was attended with much dif- 
" ficulty, for want of Wagons and Artillery-horses. 
"The Baggage and Artillery/' it was said,' ''were 
" carried or drawn off by hand. When a part was 
'* forwarded, the other was fetched on. This was the 
''general way of removing the Camp-equipage and 
"other appendages of the Army. The few Teams 
" which were at hand, were no wise equal to the ser- 
" vice ; and their deficiency could be made up only 
" by the bodily^ labor of the men." Sometimes, the 
toiling column was in open view of the enemy, and 
at no considerable distance from him ; and it is not 
explained why he did not disturb it, which he did 
not, although he could have easily done so, and have 
captured the greater number of the Cannon, Wag- 
ons, Horses, etc., which the American Army pos- 
sessed. Surely the little tree-fringed Bronx did not 
offer any serious obstruction : surely the entrenched 
Camps behind which the heavily laden column was 
slowly marching, and which were abandoned when 
the column reached them, those who had occupied 
them falling in and increasing the strength of the 
moving force, did not intimidate him : rather let it 
be supposed that General Howe's well-settled, well- 
supported policy of exposing his men, in assaults on 
entrenchments, only when the objects to be attained 
by such assaults were adequate to the loss of men, in 
such assaults — " not wantonly to commit His Majes- 
" ty's Iroops, where the object was inadequate," was 
his own description of it — controlled him, as it had 
done in Brooklyn, while the King's Army was on 
Long Island. It appears, however, that General Lee 



1 How's DUurif, October 22 and 23, 1776. 

aSpaiki'8 Writmgi of George Washington, It., 624. 

*The twenty-flecond of October afforded the only letter in his pub- 
lished Correspondence, betw«jen the fifteenth of October and the sixth 
of November ; and .Doctor Sparks, who conducted his Writinge through 
the Press, stated, in explanation, **the unsettled steto of the Army, 
" for several days succeeding the date of this letter," [that of the ebeth 
of NovembeTf] "allowed very little leisure to the Ck>mmander-ln-chief 
"for writing. ''—(D'rttm^to/ George WaahiMgton, iv., Ifi7, note.) 

* In the published Orderlg-booke of the Army, there does not appear a 
single entry, not even of a Parole and Countenign, between the eight- 
eenth and twenty-fifth of October. 

t It must have been as early as the twenty second, since the column 
had reached Ward's Bridge, now Tuckahoe, early on the morning of 
the twenty-fourth, {Memoirt of General HetUh, 76 ;) It was still on its 
march, on the twenty-fifth, (OoIoimI B. H. Harriaon to the Oonttnental 
OxiyrsM, " Hkad-quartess, Whitb-Plainb, 25 October, 1776 ; ") and did 
not Join the main body of the Army, at the White Plains, until the 
twenty-sixth, (Memoire of General Heath, 76 ;) possibly, not until the 
twenty-eighth. {Guneral Glover^e letter, dated " Milk-Squars, October 
"22, 1776.") 

•Gordon's HUlorjf of thtt American Revotution, li., 339, 340. 



varied his duties by throwing a party of his command, 
over the Bronx, during the night of Wednesday, the 
twenty-third of October, in order to beat up the out- 
posts of the enemy ; and one of these, near Ward's 
Tavern, between Tuckahoe and Scarsdale, and occu- 
pied by two hundred and fifty Hessians, was success- 
fully attacked, early in the following morning, 
[_I%ur8d(tyy October 24,] ten of the number having 
been killed, and two taken prisoners ; ^ and it has 
been stated that, reciprocally, a dash was made on the 
rear of the slowly moving column, somewhere in the 
line of march, in which, among other losses. General 
Lee and Captain Alexander Hamilton, the latter of 
the New York State Artillery, lost their Baggage.^ 
The column reached the White Plains, however, on 
Saturday, the twenty-sixth of October, with very lit- 
tle loss of either Stores or Troops.' The movement* 
of eight thousand men, with a train of one hundred 
and fifty Wagons, which '* filled the road for four 
** miles,'' and with Artillery,*** under such peculiar 
circumstances, with such a scarcity of the means for 
transportation, and in the face — often, within half a 



7 Editorial in a Hartford newspaper, October 28, copied in The Free- 
maaCe Journal and New-Hatnp$h're GaaeUe, Volume I., Number 24, 
PoBTSMOVTH, Tuesday, November 6, 1776 ; Memoire of General Heath, 76. 

8 Hon. James A. Hamilton, of 1>obbsVferry, in a cooYersation with us,, 
many years ago, told us that his (kther, Oaptain Alexander Hamilton, 
lost his Baggage, on the march of General Lee*s command fh>m Harlem 
Heights to the White Plains ; and The Middleitex Journal and Evening 
Adverliaer, No. 1209, LoNi>ON : From Saturday, December 21, to Tuesday, 
December 24, 1776, contains a letter from Westchester, dated November 
10, 1776, and carried to England by the Fowey, in which it was stated, 
" Upon landing at New*Bochelle, we found the church AiII of Salt.* Our 
"troops advanced to this place where we took General Lee*s baggage." 

In the same number of the same newspaper, another letter **from an 
" Officer in Gen. Howe'e Army, in the Provmee of Neta York,** dated 
**Nov. 11, 1776," is printed, in which it is said, "A little beyond West 
" Chester some of our people found a pipe of wine, directed for General 
" Lee, and nine puncheons of rum, which the General ordered to be 
" staved, lest the soldiers should get drunk." 

* Memoire of General Heath, 76 ; Stedman's Hittory of the Anteriean 
War, i., 212; Marshall's £(/*« of George Waehington, ii., 602. 

Colonel John Glover, in the letter from which we have learned so 
much of this Campaign, and who was with General Lee, stated, evidently 
erroneously, that the column did not reach the White Plains until ten 
o'clock on Monday morning, the twenty eighth of October, after having 
marched during the whole of the preceding night, {Ck>lonei Glover* $ let- 
ter.dated " Mile-Square, October 22, 1776," publishedin The FreewuiH*e 
Journal and Nete-Hampahire Gazette, Volume I., Number 27, PoRTHMorTu, 
Tuesday, November 26, 1776 ;) but the Letter from a Gentleman in the 
Army, dated " Camp near the Milu, about three miles North or 
"the White Ptains, November 1, 1776," reprinted in Force's American 
Arehivee, V., III., 471-474, stated that "General Lee reached the Plaiiiii, 
** and marched out, westward, between the main body of the Army and 
"the river," [that ie, he occupied the right of the Une, bettceen General 
SuWran'e command and the Bronx-rher.] " This was on the 25th and 
" 26tti of October." the author of the letter added. The official Plan of 
the Country from Frog*e Point to Ooton I2i>«rand Santhier's Plan of the 
Operatione, etc., each stated that the column was not in motion alter the 
tufenty-eeventh of October. 

There is abundant evidence, within Colonel Glover's own letter, that 
be was in error, two day^s, in this particular statement. 

10 Oolonel Gtoeer*$leiter, dated " Mile-Square, October 22, 1776." 



* That Salt is said to have been owned by the State of New York. It 
was very valuable ; and the loss of It was also noticed in the American 
records of that period. 
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mile and in open sight — of an active, powerful, well- 
supplied, and well-disciplined enemy, with very lit- 
tle, if with any, loss,* was a feat which reflected and 
continues to reflect, the highest honor on both the 
General in command and the men whom he com- 
manded. The entire Army, except the troops who 
had been left on Mount Washington and at Kings- 
bridge — ^about fourteen hundred at the former, and 
six hundred at the latter — was, then, concentrated at 
the White Plains,* awaiting and preparing for the 
great events which were rapidly approaching. 

The White Plains, the place which appeared to have 
been designated by both the great opposing powers, 
as if by mutual consent, for that on which the great 
questions then pending between Great Britain and 
the united States of America were to be determined 
by the arbitrament of Arms, the County-seat of the 
ancient County of Westchester, is situated on the 
upper extremity of a fine plain, about twenty-six 
miles from the City of New York. At the time of 
which we write, the Village was compoHed of a con- 
siderable number of comfortable dwellings, scattered 
along the sides of two or three roads which converged 
at that place, two Taverns, a Presbyterian Meeting- 
house and a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, and the 
Court-house of the County, within which, probably, 
all the County-oflices were, also, sheltered. About 
three quarters of a mile westward from the principal 
roadway of the unpretentious little Village, flowed 
the small stream which was, then, as it is, now, called 
" The Bronx-river," forming the western boundary of 
the plain referred to, and separating it from " The 
" Manor of Philipseborough ; " to the Northwest and 
Northeast of the Village, respectively, were bold and 
sometimes abrupt elevations, united by less elevated 
ground with a gradual descent toward the Village, 
the whole forming the northern boundary of "the 
*' White Plains," below; and beyond those flanking 
elevations and that intervening high ground, to the 
northward of the Village, and not more than a mile 
distant from the northern extremity of it, in the Town 
of Northcastle, was the high and rocky ground which 
is, now, so well known, in history, as that to which 
the American Army swung back, after the action on 
Chatterton's-hill.» 



1 " Tou are misinformed as to the quanti^ of ProvisioDB we tiave lost. 
" When General Lee removed, he was obliged to leave eighty or ninety 
*' barrels of Provisions, of all kinds, for want of Wagons.*' — {UeuienatU- 
coIoNel Tench Tilghman to WiUuan Dtur^ " HcAD-QUARTEas, Whits- 
" Plains. October27, 1776.") 

Bancroft, in his HUtory of the United SUUe$, (original edition, ix., 179 ; 
the aame^ centenary edition, v., 443,) said ** sixty or seventy barrels of 
" Provisions*' were lost. We have heard of no other loss, except that of 
General I^ee's Baggage and Wine. 

s Colonel R. H. Harrieon to the Oontinentcd Oougreee^ " Head-quab- 
•* TBR8, White-Plains, 25 October, 1776." 

3 Our own knowledge of the ground, as it was, more than thirty years 
ago, forms the groundwork of this description ; and we have been fa- 
vored, further, in our work of describing the topograjihy of that vicinity, 
with the assistance of our valued friend of many years, Hon. Lewis C. 
Piatt, formerly Surrogate of the County, and with that of our not less 
esteemed friend, Hon. J. 0. Dykman, Justice of the Supreme Court, both 



The site of the encampment which the American 
Army occupied was on the high grounds, northwest- 
ward and northeastward from the Village, and the 
lower grounds between them ; with covering positions, 
on either flank. A temporary line of works had been 
previously constructed along the northerly line of the 
road which extended from the Meeting-house of the 
Presbyterian -church, past the house of Jacob Purdy, 
to the Bronx-river* — ^that road which connected the 
White Plains with Dobbs's-ferry ; but the entrench- 
ments which were thrown up for the defence of the 
Army, occupied a line from the Bronx-river, at a point 
which was nearly opposite to the residence of the late 
William Roberts, on the right ; over the summit of 
the hill which is to the northward of the Harlem 
Railroad Station, then owned by 'Squire Jacob Purdy, 
more recently by his son, Jacob, and now by numer- 
ous owners, eastward, over properties more re- 
cently owned by the younger Jacob Purdy, Daniel 
Dusenberry, and Alexander C. Tompkins — ^those of 
Jacob Purdy being now owned by numerous per- 
sons ; those of Daniel Dusenberry, by his children ; 
and those of Alexander C. Tompkins, by his widow 
— ^to the Post-road, which was the principal street of 
the Village. Occupying the Post-road was a strong 
earthwork, some small remains of which, bearing an 
old howitzer, en barbette, may still be seen, opposite to 
the residence of Mrs. Tompkins, already referred to ; 
and, eastward from that central earthwork, up the 
gradual slope, over properties recently owned by 
Leonard Miller, John Fisher, the widow of James 
Fisher, and Henry Willetts — ^those of Leonard Miller 
being now owned by his two sons; those of John 
Fisher, by numerous persons; and those of Henry 
Willetts, by Charles Deutermann — ^to what was then 
known as Horton's-pond, now known as *' St. Mary's 
" Lake," of which mention has been already made.^ 
The right flank of the line was covered by the Bri- 
gades commanded, respectively, by Generals McDou- 
gal and Lord Stirling ; ® and its left was covered by 

of whom are old residents of the Village, and perfectly familiar with the 
ground. 

* Very much more importance has been recently attached to this evi- 
dently temporary line of defence than it was entitled to enjoy. It was 
probably thrown up by the small body of Militia who had occupied that 
poeition. as a guard of tiie Stores which had been accumulated at that 
place, while the main Army occupied the Heights of Harlem ; but the 
subsequent occupation of the ground, which has been described in the text, 
by the main Army, was followed by the construction of a line of works, 
on the high ground, on the rear of that temporary line, the last-named 
of which was abandoned on Saturday, the twenty-sixth of October.* 

ft This description of the line of defences occupied by the American 
Army, at the Wliite Plaina, whs originally prepared, more than thirty 
years ago, with gpreat care, from every authority which was then known to 
us and from information derived fh)m aged people who have since paawd 
away ; and the present ownership of the several properties over which 
the line extended has been ascertained and communicated to us by Hon. 
Lewis C. Piatt and Hon. J. 0. Dykman, to whom we have already grate- 
fully referred. 

'* I now snatch an opportunity by the Post of informing you that 



* *'26— We Have ben a moveing our Tents to the top of the Hill th s 
" Day."— (David How's Diarff, October 26, 1776.") 
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the Brigades commanded, respectively, by Generals 
George Clinton, John Morin Scott, and Samuel H. 
Parsons, the two former having been posted near the 
Purchase,^ and the latter at the head of King-street, 
near Rye pond.' 

On the twenty-seventh of October, the small force 
which had been left in Fort Independence, when 
General Heath's Division was moved from near 
Kingsbridge to the White Plains,' was ordered to re- 
move the Cannon and Stores from that post to Fort 
Washington ; to burn the several Barracks which had 
been erected, there, with so much difficulty and at so 
great an expense ; and, " with all possible dispatch,'' 
to move, by way of the Albany post-road, as far as 
Dobbs's- ferry, to the White Plains ; * and, on the fol- 
lowing day, without having removed the Cannon, 
three hundred stand of Small-arms, five tons of Bar- 
iron, and ** a great quantity of Spears, Shot, Shells, 
" etc., too numerous to mention," which were within 
or near the Fort, and all of which were recklessly 
abandoned,^ that small command, numbering not more 
than four hundred effective men,^ joined the main 
body, of the Division,^ on the left of the line, at the 
White Plains. The enemy, who had occupied the en- 
tire lower portion of Westchester-county, since the 
American forces had been concentrated at the Plains, 
occupied the position, on the evening of the day on 
which Colonel Lasher had abandoned it.^ 

At the time of which we write, judging from The 
Oeneral Returns of the Army^ dated on the third of 
November, the Army commanded by General Wash- 



" General HcPongarB Brigade, of which the Maryland Begulars is 
" a part, baring laid in the woods for three nights,^* [preceding the day 
of th» action OH Chatt«rUm*9-hiUy Aai i» to M^r, on the nightt of the ttcentff- 
fifth^ twetUy-eirthf and tw«nty-ae9eHth of October,] "two miles from this 
" place, and to the right of the main body, as a coTering party, was or- 
** dered to advance along the road, about a mile, near a place called the 
" Mile-stone, and there take post, which was accordingly done/* (LeMsr 
to a Oenlleman in AnnapoUe, doted "Whitb<Pl aims, October 29, 1T76," 
re-print«d in Force's American Archi9e9, V., ii., 1284.) 

1 •< I am so claeely confined to my post, on the left of the whole, as not 
*' to have been a quarter mile West from this for foar days past Near 
"three thousand of the enemy, yesterday and the evening before, filed 
" off to the loft, and were seen advancing towards King's street and the 
** Purchase road. . . . Our lines were manned all night, in con- 
"sequence of this; and a most horrid night it was to lay in cold 
"trenches. ... I have only time to add that I am with usual 
" health, though in no better lodging than a soldier's tent, with our old 
"ftiend General Scott" {Oeneral George Clinton to John MoKeeeon^ 
"Camp neab WiirrK-FLAiNS, October 31, 1776.") 

s '* On the same evening,*' [ October 23,] * ' Gul. Tyler's, Huntington's, and 
" Throop's Regiments, of General Parun's Brigade and of onr General's 
" Division, moved, and took post at the head of King-street, near Bye- 
'* pond."— (itf«motra of Oeneral Heath, 76, 76.) 

s Vide pages 261, ante. 

4 General Heath to Colonel Lasher, " White Plains, October 27, 1776 ; " 
General Greene to General M^jgHin, '* Fort Leb, October 27, 1776 ;" 3f«m- 
oi'rs of General Heath, 79, 80. 

i General Greene to General Wnthington, " FoKT Lbk, October '29, 
"1776." 

* Colonel Lather to General Heath, " Camp at Kimg'6 Bbidos, October 
••26,1776." 

7 Memoirs «/ General Heath, 79, 80. 

Colonel Lasher to General Heath, ••Camp at Kino's Brioob, October 
"26, 1776." 



ington, in person, was composed, nominally, of about 
twenty-five thousand, four hundred, and fifty men, of 
whom about twelve thousand and fifty were sick, 
on independent commands, or on furlough ; leaving 
only about thirteen thousand, four hundred, rank and 
file, present and fit for duty.* The supply of Pro- 
visions, as the reader has been already informed,'^ 
was exceedingly scanty ; ^^ the Medicine-chest was 
almost destitute of both instruments and drugs ; '' and 
Clothing was a luxury in which very few could com- 
fortably indulge themselves.*' The troops, as we have 
already stated,*^ were dispirited and, often, disaffected ; 



* The General Returns of the Army, dated on the third of November, 
six days after the action on Chatterton's-hill, showed an aggregate of 
twenty-five thousand, two hundred, and seventeen, •'rank and file," 
including the Matroases of ten Companies of Artillery and excluding, 
of course, the Commissioned Oflicers, the Staff, and the Non-commis- 
sioned Ofilcers of the Army. Adding to these, those who had been 
killed and missing during the period which had intervened between 
the time of which we write and the date of the Returns referred to, 
in which occurred the action on Chatterton's-hiU and all the other 
mllitaiy operations in the vicinity of the White Plains ; and it will be 
seen that, when the Army occupied the high grounds, to the north- 
ward of that Village, excluding the Sick, those who were on Com- 
mands, and those who were absent, on Furloughs, the effective force 
was only thirteen thousand, four hundred, and four, '- rank and file." 

10 Vide pages 248, 260, ante. 

11'* His," [General Washington's,] •'apprehensions are exceedingly 
" great lest the Army should suffer much for want of necessary supplies 
"of Provisions, especially in the article of Flour. From the best in- 
"telligence he is able to obtain, there is not more, in Camp and at 
" the so\'eral places where it has been deposited, than will serve the 
'• Army longer than four or five days, provided the utmost care and 
"economy were used in issuing it out: but from the waste and em- 
"beszlement, for want of proper attention to it, as is reported to him, 
••it is not probable that it will last so long."— (CbIon«I Roftert H. Har- 
rison, Secretttry of General Washington, to Colonel Joseph Trumbull, Com- 
missary-general of Provisions " Wiiite-Plain«, November 1. 1776.") 

^ •* We want Medicine, much : none can Iw had, here. Our sick have " 
[beoft]"and are suffering extremely."— (Cb/oii«l SmaOwoodto the Coun' 
cil of Safely of Maryland, " Philipsb's Heights, October. 1776.") 

"I wrote a hasty letter, some time ago, requesting ttom the State 
"of New York, that they would allow roe the remainder of the 
"stock of Medicines purchased for the use of the State, of which they 
"were so good as to allow me one-half, early in the Summer, for the 
•' use of the Army. The demand for Medicines is very great ; and we 
"cannot procure a sufficiency, ^at any rate."— (i>octor John Morgan, 
Medical Director of the Army, to John Jay, *' Nobth-Castle, October 28, 
"1776.") 

A letter from Doctor John Pine, of the Maryland Line, to James 
Tilghman, of Annapolis, dated, ••Camp at White-Plains, November?, 
•• 1776," contains a detailed statement of the entire destitution of the 
Army, and of the consequent sufferings of the sick and wounded. 

18" The Bebel Army are in so wretched a condition, as to Clothing and 
" Accoutrements, that I believe no Nation ever saw such a set of tatterde- 
"malions. There are few Coats among them but what are out at 
" elbows : and in a whole Regiment there is scarce a pair of Breeches. 
"Judge, then, bow they must be pinched by a Winter Campaign." — (Let- 
ter from an Officer of the Sixty fourth Regiment to his friend in London, 
" New- York, October 30, 1776," re-printed in Force's American Archives, 
v., ii., 1293, 1294.) 

•• We are requested by the Crenerals of our State to inform you of the 
"absolute necessity our troops are in for want of Clothing." — (Charles 
D. WiU, Robert Harper, and Lewis Graham to the President of the New 
York Convention, " White Plains, October 24, 1776.") 

•'The Colonel and Mi^or Barber came here, last evening; and the 
" Regiment is now within a few miles of this place, marching with 
"cheerfhlness; but great part of the men [are] barefooted and bare- 
legged." (Richard Stockton to Abram Clark, " Saratoga, October 28 
"1776.") 

H Vide pages 223, 224, ante. 
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the term of seryice of very many of them had nearly 
expired ; ^ and, very largely, that short term was made 
very much shorter by shameful desertions.' There 
was no harmony of sentiment, no common feeling of 
patriotism, no sympathy with each other as fellow- 
countrymen engaged in a common cause, in any por- 
tion of the Army. The Eastern troops were stigma- 
tized as, generally, nothing else than a ma$s of 
speculating poltroons, for which, very often, there 
was abundant reason ; ' and they, reciprocated the ill- 
feeling of those from the Middle and Southern States, 
by branding them as *' Aristocrats '' and " Mac- 
caronis "—the former of the two sobriquets in allusion 
to the distinctions of rank which were maintained 
among those troops, so different from the practice 
of the New Englanders ; the latter, in contemptuous 
reference to the Regiments, from the Middle and 
Southern States, who were uniformed, well-equipped. 



1 Many of tiie troops were enlisted to serve only until the first of 
December ; and the temts of service of the greater portion of tlie re- 
mainder would expire on the la«t day of December, ensuing. — {General 
Waakwfflon to the Preeident of the Conffreta, " Head-quarters, at Colonel 
•* Morris's House, 18 September, 1776;" etc.) 

s General WaehmgUm to the Officers and Soldier* of the Penneylvania At- 
•ocMlioii, " Heai>-quarter8, New-Tork, 8 August, 1776 ; " the eame to 
the Preeidtni of the Congreee, '* New-Tork, 2 September, 1776 ; " General 
Schuyler U> General Gates, "Saratoga, October 30, 1776 ;" ete. 

'The following is a specimen of a multitude of such testimonials of 
the q)eculatlve propensities of the Now England troops, in the Army 
of the BeToIution, and of thoir too ft%quent dishonesty in their oper- 
ations, which are accessible to every one. Every careful student can com- 
mand many such evidences ; but this, written by the Ck)nimis8ary-gen- 
eral of Provisions of the Continental Army, himself a Connecticut- 
man, to his father, Jonathan Trumbull, who was, then, the Governor 
of Connecticut, will be sufficient, for the purposes under consideration. 

" North-Cabtle, 4th December, 1776. 
" Honoured Sir : 

" Enclosed I send you Returns of some of the Regiments of Con- 
" nocticut Militia under command of Misjor General Wooster, such as 
** I can get ; though I have called and called again and again for them, 
** I believe there are but one of them really true, that is Mi^or Brins- 
" made's, who seems to be the honestest man. The fact is, they can't 
"make their Weekly and Provision Returns agree ; for this reason, 
** they have made a number of Brevet Officers. They doubt whether 
** these Officers will be allowed extra rations : to avoid that, they re- 
" turn so many more men as to cover the extra rations of those Offl- 
** cers. You'll nee by adverting to the Returns, that some Companies 
"have more Officers than Privates, at best ; but not content with that, 
*' and instead of sending home the Officers who have very few men, 
" almost none, and turning over those few men into other Companies, 
" they add Brevet Officers, not only to pick the pockets of the pub- 
" lick, here, but, also, those Brevet Officers are to be dismissed flrom 
** the Militia Bolls, at home ; and, in a few times more being called 
"forth, there will be no MiUtia left in the State. 

** These things I thought it my duty to report to you, as the char- 
" acter of the UtaXe is at stake ; and how the Officers who have done 
" these things will get along, here, I don't know, as we now make 
" Weekly Ration Returns as well as Returns of the Army, by which 
" they must be discovered. The consequence is bod to the OffioeiB ; how- 
" ever, they must take their fate. 

*' I am sorry to have the character of the State suffer by such conduct 
"of its Officers. 

" I am, honoured Sir, your dutiful Son, 

**Jos. Trumbull. 
'• Govemour Trumbull." 

We have seen no evidence that either General Wooster or Commis- 
sary-general Trumbull took any steps for either the arrest of the of- 
fenders or a suppression of the offences. 



and properly disciplined * — adding fuel to the flame of 
discord, which, on more than one occasion, required 
all the good judgment and determination of which 
the Commander-in-chief was master, to prevent a 
serious outbreak.'^ 

It will be remembered that, on Monday, the twenty- 
first of October, the Right and Centre of the Royal 
Army were moved to a position, on the road leading 
to the White Plains, about two miles to the northward 
of New Rochelle ; and that Lieutenant-general Heis- 
ter, with the Left of the Army, consisting of one 
Brigade of British and two Brigades of Hessian' troops, 
moved forward and occupied the position which had 
been thus abandoned." It will be remembered, also, 
that, on the same day. Lieutenant-colonel Rogers, 
with the Corps of Loyalists known as ** The Queen's 
" Rangers," was detached from the main body of the 
Army, and pushed forward to take possession of Mamar- 
oneck,^ where, on the following night, he and his 
command "were roughly handled," by a party of 
Americans who* had been despatched from the White 
Plains, for that purpose ; ^ which led General Howe, 
on the following day, llhiesday, October 22,] to move 
the Sixth Brigade of British troops, commanded by 
Brigadier-general Agnew, to sustain' that important 
post.® It will be remembered, also, that, on Sunday, 
the twentieth of October, the Royal Army was 
strengthened by the addition of a portion of the Six- 
teenth and the whole of the Seventeenth Regiments 
of Light Dragoons, the former commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Harcourt, an OflScer of great merit; ^° 
and that, on Tuesday, the twenty -second of October, 
it was further strengthened by the arrival, at New 
Rochelle, of Lieutenant-general Knyphausen, with 
the Second Division of Hessians and the Regiment of 
Waldeckers." 

Taking counsel of his experience. General Howe 
ordered Lieutenant-general Heister, with the Lefl of 
the Army, to join in the movement ; and, on Thursday, 
the twenty-fourth, and on Friday, the twenty-fifth, of 
October, the main body of the Royal Army was 
moved from the positions on which it had rested, for 
several days, towards Scarsdale." It moved in two 

* Heed's Life of Joseph Reed, i., 239-242 ; Gordon's History of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, ii., 304, 317, 324, 331, 333-336 ; Marshairs lAfe of George 
Wathingt<m, ii., 473,474 ; etc. 

» General Orders, *• Nbw-York August 1 , 1776 ; " Gordon's History of tkc 
Ame/rican Revolution, ii., d/Oi; etc. 

Vide page 249, ante. 

See, also, Qeneral Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Nkw-Tosk, 30th' 
" November, 1776 ; " [Hall's! History of the Cinl War in America, !., 
205 ; etc. 

7 Vide page 249, ante. 

8 Vide pages 252, 253, alite. 
Vide page 253, ante. 

10 Vide page 249, ante. 

11 Vide pnge 263, ante. 

^ Infonnation m-rs received, at the White Plains, as early as two o'clock 
on Thursday afternoon. [October 24,] that the Royal Army had struck it* 
tents, on its position near New Rochelle, "early this morning;" and 
that it was, then, "advancing from that to this place, along the common 
"road." — {GentreU George Clinton to John McKesson, Secretary to the yew- 
York Convention, " White-Plains, October 24, 2 P. M., 1776.") 
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columns, with great caution ; ^ and, on the twenty-fifth 
of October, when the heads of the columns reached 
Scarsdale, afler their two days' march, they were 
halted; and the Army encamped in a line which was 
parallel with the Bronx-river and with the line of 
march, on the opposite side of that little stream, on 
which General Lee, with his heavily laden column* 
was transporting the Baggage and Stores of the Amer- 
ican Army, to the White Plains' — in many places, the 
two were not more than a mile distant from each 
other ; and, in one place, if not in others, the toiling 
Americans were directly within sight of their powerful 
enemy. 

The object of (General Howe, in halting at Scars- 
dale, with his Eight within four miles of the Ameri- 
can lines, at the White Plains, and of remaining en- 
camped at that place, without making a movement, of 
any kind, during nearly three days, was not under- 
stood by those, in Europe, who were inclined to con- 
demn his conduct, as Commander-in-chief of the 
Army, before the Parliament and the country ; and 
the evidently studied silence, on that subject, which 
the General maintained, was not calculated to quiet, 
nor even to lessen, the fault-findings of those who 
were his political and personal enemies. But, what- 

In his letter to the President of the Congress, dated *' Hjcad-qu abteiui, 
** Whitk- Plains, 26 October, 1776,** Ck)lonel BobertH. Harrison, General 
Wa8hington*s Secretary, stated that "about two o'clock this afternoon, 
** intelligence was brought to Head-qnarlerM, that three or fonr detach- 
** ments of the enemy were on their nuirch, and had adTanced within 
** about four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed, since, by 
"a rariety of persons, who have been out to reconnoitre.** 

If Genaral Ginton did not make a mistake in the date of his letter, of 
which we hare no evidence, the moyement of the Royal Army was com- 
menced on Thursday, [Octo&er 24;] and the letter of Colonel Harrison 
clearly indicated that it had already reached Scandale, within four miles 
of the Plains, before the movement was known at Head- quarters, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon of the following day, [Friday^ October 25.] , 

The failure of General Washington to obtain information of the move- 
ments of the King's troops, of which so many instances have been seen, 
was nowhere more evident than in the instance now under considera- 
tion- -one of the reasonable results of the outrages to which the inhabit- 
ants had been subjected, by both the Congresses and the Committees, on 
the one hand, and by the unrestrained thioTee, among both the OfflcMv 
and the Privates of the Army whom General Washington commanded, 
on the other. 

1 « General Howe thought it necessary to proceed with great circum- 
"spection. The progress was slow ; the march of the Army, close ; the 
*' encampments, compact and well-guarded with artillery ; and the most 
"soldier-like caution usod, in every respect."— (iinnuaj Begi$Ur for 
1776: History of Europe, •177.) 

**The British continued moving up, but with great caution, their rear 
" scarcely advancing, when they came to encamp again, much further 
"than where the advance had moved from.**— {Memoirs of Mqfor-gen- 
end Heath, 7G.) 

" The caution of the English General was increased by the evidences 
" of enterprise in his adversary. His ofcject seems to have been to avoid 
** skirmishing, and to bring on a general action, if that could be effected 
** under favorable circumstances ; if not, he knew well the approaching 
"dissolution of the American Army, and calculated, not without reason, 
" to derive from that event nearly all the advantages of a victory. He 
** proceeded, therefore, slowly. His marches were in close order ; his 
" encampments compact, and well guarded with artillery; and theut- 
" most circumspection was used, not to expose any part which might be 
"vulnerable."— (Marshall's L\feo/ George Waahington, il., 801.) 

s General Howe to Lord George Germawe^ "New- York, 30 November, 
" 1776 ; " Sauthier's Plan of the Operatiorta, etc. ; Gordon's Hietory of the 
American BevobUlon, ii., 340 ; etc. 



ever may have heen thought and said of his failure to 
cross the Bronx and to attack the heavily laden col- 
umn commanded by General Lee, the maxims of mil- 
itary science, at that time, forbade a movement towards 
the White Plains, then, leaving his left fiank and 
his rear exposed to the three Divisions commanded, 
respectively, by Generals Lee, Spencer, and Lin- 
coln.' There was a possibility that the separation 
of those three Divisions from the main bodv of the 
Army might have enabled him to attack the Ameri- 
cans, en detail, and to overcome them more completely 
than if they had been in one body ; but he had excel- 
lent evidence of the vigilance and the enterprise of 
those who were nearest to him ; and his ruling prin- 
ciple, to avoid an unnecessary exposure of his men, 
evidently led him to the safe conclusion that, in such 
a series of undertakings on the divided forces of the 
Americans, if more than one attack on them were to 
be made, the last one of the series should be that 
on that portion of the American Army which, then, 
occupied the entrenched Camp, at the White 
Plains, a conclusion in which he would have been 
entirely sustained by every intelligent soldier, of that 
period, in Europe or in America. 

Notwithstanding the silence of General Howe, 
concerning his purpose in moving his command to 
Scarsdale, instead of to the White Plains, there is rea- 
son for supposing that it was done for the purpose of 
cutting off the column commanded by General Lee, 
before it could join the main body; that preparations 
for the movement, on the following morning, were 
made on the afternoon and evening of the day of the 
arrival of the Royal Army, at Scarsdale; and that it 
was prevented by the withdrawal of the column which 
it was intended to attack, from its designated route, 
into a road which was further westward, so that, when 
the time came for the attack. General Lee, by a 
forced march, during the night, was several miles 
nearer to the main body of the Army, and entirely 
beyond the reach of General Howe.* 

* other instances of that peculiar caution were seen, at the White Plains, 
three days after the instance now under notice, when the main body of 
the Army was halted, until the Americans had been driven from Chat- 
terton's-hill, and, most disastrously to the Americans, in the following 
year, when the fruits of the victory, at Germantown, were lost by the 
halt of Uie main body, in order to dislodge a handful of the Royal Army 
who had occupied and who held the Chew mansion. 

4 In a letter which was written by an Officer of the Boyal Army, dated 
on the tenth of November, and printed in The MiddUaex Journal and 
Evening Adveiiieer, No. 1209, London : From Saturday, December 21, to 
Tuesday, December 24, 1776, will be found our authority for what we 
have said of the purposes of General Howe, of his preparations for carry- 
ing out those purposes, and of the cause of his disappointment ; and a 
reference to the letter of Colonel Glover, with which our readers are al- 
ready familiar, C^Milk-Squasb, October 22, 1776,") there is an ample 
confirmation of each of the statements— the Colonel erroneously stated 
that the Royal Army was moved from New Rocbelle, on Sunday, the 
twenty-s6vonth of October, instead of on Friday, the twenty-flfth of that 
month, and so continued to be two days too late, in each of his subsequent 
statements ; but, in all else, his statements of the movement of General 
Howe ; of the discovery, by General Lee, of the purpose to cut him off 
fh)m the main body of the Army ; of the consequent dttour of the 
column, into the Dobbs's-ferry road ; of its forced night-march ; and of 
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At length, all the necesaary preparations having 
been completed, early in the morning of Monday, 
the twenty-eighth of October, the Royal Army 
struck its tents, in the encampment, at Scarsdale, 
which it had occupied since the preceding Friday ; 
and, in two columns, right in front, it moved towards 
the White Plains.^ The right column, which was 
composed mostly of British troops, was commanded 
by Lieutenant-general Sir Henry Clinton ; " the left 
column, with whom was General Howe, 'was com- 
posed mostly of German troops, and was commanded 
by Lieutenant-general Heister. * 

The American pickets were driven in, by the Light 
Infantry, of the right column, and by the Chasseurs, 
of the left column ; ^ and when the moving columns 
reached Hart's-corners — now known by the name of 
Hartsdale — they encountered a body of New England 
troops, composed of a " part of General Wadsworth's 
'* Brigade, with some other Regiments," • the whole 
under the command of Major-general Spencer,^ and 
numbering not far from twenty-six hundred Officers 
and effective men,® whom General Washington had 

its arrival at the White Plains, at ten o'clock on the following morn- 
ing, were in entire harmony with what was stated by the British Officer, 
through Tht MUidieaex Journal. 

I Gtneral Howe to Lord George Gervtaine^ " New-Yobk, 30 Norember, 
*'1776 ;" [Hairs] History of the Civil War in America, i., 2(J7 ; Sted man's 
History of the American War, 1., 212 : Gordon's Hislnry of the American 
BevohUion, 11., 340; Marshairs L\fe of George Washington, il., 603 ; etc. 

^Sauthier's Plan of the Operations, etc.; Stedman's History of the 
American War, \., 212 ; etc. 

>Stedman'B History of the American War, i., 212 ; Manhairs lAfe of 
Qporge Washington, ii., 603 ; etc. 

4 General Howe to Lord George Germaine. ** Nkw-Yobk, 30 November, 
" 1776 ; '' Sauthier's Plan of the Operations, etc. ; Gordon's Hiat^y of the 
American Revolution, ii., 340 ; etc. 

Very singularly, Marshall, {Life of George Washington, ii., 603,) stated 
that the left column was commanded by Lieutenant-general Knyphausen, 
who had not left the Second Division of German trooptt, whom he com- 
manded, which was, then, at New Rochelle. 

6 General Howe to Lord George Germaine, *' New-Yokk, 30 November, 
•' 1776 ;" [Hall's] History of the CivU War in America, 1., 207 ; Stedman's 
History oftiie American War, i., 212 ; Marshall's Life of George Washing 
ton, ii., 603 ; etc. 

^ Extract of a letter from a Gentleman in the Army, dated "Camp near 
"the Millk, about three miles North of WnrrE-PLAiMS, November 
••1, 1776," re-printed In Force's American Archives, "V. ill., 473, 
474. 

We have learned from the Reinms of the Killed, Wounded, and Miutng, 
on that day, of Regiments who are known to have taken no part what 
ever in the subsequent action on Chatterton's-hlll, of what Regiments 
that force who met the King's troops, near Hart's-comers, was coro- 
pooed : It contained the Regiments commanded by Colonels Silliman, 
Selden, Sage, and Donglass^the latter commanded by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Arnold — all of them of the Brigade commanded by General W^ads- 
worth ; the Regiment commanded by Colonel Chester, of the Brigade 
commanded by Colonel Sargent ; the Regiments commanded by Colonels 
Baldwin, Douglass, and Lieutenant-colonel Ely, of the Brigade com- 
manded by General Saltonstall ; and the Regiments commanded by 
Colonels Holmau and Smith, of the Brigade commanded by General 
Fellows. All these made Return* of Casualties sustained by them, on that 
occasion : how many other Regiments there were, whose bashfulness 
forbade the making of any Returns, we have not ascertained. 

' Letter from a Gentleman in the Army, *'Camp xbar the Mills, about 
« three miles North of White-Plaixs, November 1, 1776 ; " Mem- 
oir of Colonel Betyamin Tallmadge, prepared by himself, at the request of 
his children, 13 ; etc. 

9 We are not Insensible of the fact that " a Gentleman in the Army," 
from whose letter, dated "Camp near the Mill«, about three miles 



sent out, to hold the enemy in check. These were 
posted, advantageously, ** on the old York road,'' it is 
said ; ' and it is also said that when the left column of 
the Royal Army " had advanced within musket-shot 
" of our troops, a full discharge of musketry warned 
" them of their danger. At first, they, " [the Hessians,'] 
" fell back ; but, rallying again, immediately, and the" 
[right'] " column of British troops having advanced 
" upon our " [General Spencer^s] "left, it became nec- 
"essary" [for him] "to retire;"*^ taking the opportu- 
nity, " occasionally," to form behind the 8ton« walls, 
on the line of his retreat, and to annoy those who 
pursued him " — it has been said, however, that the 
flight of that large detachment was hastened by the 
appearance, on its front, of the British Light Dra- 
goons ; ^' and that the retreat was not such an one as 
reflected credit on its discipline, as soldiers, or on its 
bravery, as men." A large portion, if not the whole, 
of the detachment, terror-stricken and without any 
appearance of order, sought " the ford " — a shallow 
portion of the Bronx-river, apparently a short distance 
below the present railroad-bridge, between Hartsdale 
and the White Plains — closely pursued by Colonel 
Rail, with the Brigade, composed of the Regiments 
of Lossberg, Knyphausen, and Rail, whom he com- 
manded ; ^* and, having passed the little stream, the 
cowardly fugitives found refuge in the neighboring 

••North or White-Plains, November 1, 1776," we have already made 
extracts, stated that the command of General Spencer, on the occasion 
under notice, •• consisted, in the whole of five or six hundred men ; ** but, 
on the third of November, five days 'after the engagement, the same 
Regiments reported an aggregate strength of four thousand, seven hun- 
dred, and ninety-six, of whom five hundred and sixty Officers, non-com- 
missioned Officers, and Musicians, and two thousand and seventy-dx 
Privates *'flt for duty," were present. {General Return of the Army 
in the service of the United States, November 3, 1776.) We have 
determined, therefore, that the eflective strength of the Regiments, on 
the occaalon under notice, before they were met by the enemy, was not 
far ftnom twenty-six hundred men, as we have said in the text. 

Lieutenant -colonel Tench Tllghman, one of the Aides of General 
Washington, in a letter to his father, dated ** White-Plaiits, Slst Octo- 
'• ber, 1776," said, "On Monday morning we roc^ Information that the 
'* Enemy were in Motion and in March towards our Lines, all our Men 
" were immediately at their Alarm Posts and about 2000 detached to give 
'• Uie Enemy as much annoyance as7poesible on their approach ;** and 
Brigade-major Tallmadge, of the Brigade commanded by General Wada- 
worth, himself present and a participant In the affair, stated, {Memoir of 
Colonel lienfamin Tallmadge, prepared by himself, 13,) that it was "a de- 
tachment of 2000 or 3000 men ;" both of which statements, ftx>m 
those who were entirely comiMtent to make them with accuracy, go far 
to confirm what we have more definitely stated in the text. 

9 Memoir of Oolouel Benjamin Ttdlmadge, prepared by himself, 13. 

10 The same, 13, 14. 

" The some, 14. 

" Gordon's History of the American Reeolulion, ii., 340, 341, 343. 

IS Brlgade-nu^or Tallmadge's description of the retreat, leaves no room 
for questioning the accuracy of our statement, in the text. 

^* It was that Brigade, commanded by the same Colonel, Rail, who 
was captured at Trenton, In the following December ; and we have as- 
certained the Regiments of whom it was composed, fh)m the despatch of 
General Howe to Lord George Germaine, dated "New- York, December 
•' 29, 1776," announcing that disaster to the Royal Army, to the Home 
Government. 

In the despatch of General Washington to the Congress, dated " Hbai>- 
"QVARTBHS, NxwTOWN, 27th December, 1776," the Regiment of Loss- 
berg is called the Regiment of Landspatch. We have preferred to follow 
General Howe, as onr authority, in this instance. 
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hills of Greenburgh, ^ and were reported among the 
** Missing/' which, in that Army, too often, afforded 
a resting-place for the name and the fame of a cow- 
ard and poltroon.* In the instances now under con- 
sideration, many of these bashful New Englanders 
purged themselves of some portion of the reproach 
produced by their cowardice, by returning, as they 
found opportunities, in small parties,to the Camp, 
at the White Plains,' exemplifying the truth of the 
old couplet : 

"He who fights and runs away, 

" Will live to fight, another day ; " • 

while their Hessian pursuers, probably checked in 
their further progress by their discovery of the troops 
on Chattertou's-hill, of whom the reader will learn 
more, hereafter, occupied a position on the high 
ground, westward from the Harlem Railroad, between 
Chatterton's-hill and the present railroad-station, at 
Hartsdale. * 

An amusing incident connected with that disgraceful 
retreat of General Spencer's command, was related by 
Major Benjamin Tallmadge, then Brigade-major of 
General Wadsworth's Brigade and, himself, one of the 
fugitives — subsequently better known in connection 
with the detention of Major And r^. Aiter having de- 
scribed the retreat of the detachment of Americans 
and the pursuit by the Brigade of Hessians, the rush 
of the former for the ford and the anxiety of the fu- 
gitives to pass the river, he said, " They," [the Amer- 
tcan«,] '* immediately entered the river and ascended 
" the hill ; while I, being in the rear and mounted on 
'' horseback, endeavored to hasten the last of our 
"troops, the Hessians being then within musket- 
" shot. When I reached the bank of the river, and 
" was about to enter it, our Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. 
" Trumbull, sprang up, behind me, on my horse, with 
" such force as to carry me, with my accoutrements, 
" together with himself, headlong into the river. This 
" so disconcerted me, that, by the time I reached the 
" opposite bank of the river, the Hessian troops were 
" about to enter it, and considered me their prisoner," 
in which, however, they reckoned without their host, 
since he watched for an opportunity, and escaped, by 

1 Indeed, they were among those hills as soon as they had passed the 
Bronx, at the ford ; and, there, they found safety, for a few days, as we 
shall see, hereafter. 

Irring facetiously remarked, {lAife of George WaeMngioti, ii., 393,) 
they " scattered themselTes among the hills, but afterwards returned to 
** Head-quarters.** 

s It is amusing to see Connecticut-men claim that theee poltroons were 
those who fought the Battle and defended Chatterton's hill, without 
alluding to any other troops, unless without giving them credit for hav- 
ing done anything worthy of notice. {LftUer /rom a QenUeman m the 
ilrmy, "Camp M BAR TH£ MiLu, ABOUT tiirkb xilxs North fbox tkx 
"WuiTB Plains, November 1,1776;" Hinman's Hietorical Colleeiiony 
of the part taken by Cotmecticut^ during the War of the Revolution, 91 ; etc. 

* Gordon's Hiefory of the Ameriotm Rerolutionj il., 343 ; etc. 

* General JSoioe to Lord George Germaine^ ** Nbw-York, 30 November, 
" 1776 ;" Sauthier*8 PUm of the OperatioM, etc. ; [Hall's] Hietory of the 
Civtl War m AmerieOf i., 208 ; Gordon's Hilary of the American Revolu- 
tion, 11., 340; ete. 



way of what have been more recently known as 
''the Mill-lane" and the road to Dobbs's-ferry, con- 
veying to General Washington, at Head-quarters, 
information of the situation of the troops, on the op- 
posite bank of the river.^ 

On the left of the line of march of the Royal Army 
and on the western bank of the Bronx-river, which 
flowed through a marshy valley of some extent, at its 
base, arose the bold and rocky height which was known, 
then, and is still known, as '* Chatterton's-hill." It is 
one of the range of high grounds, on the western side 
of the Bronx, on which the line of entrenched en- 
campments had been thrown up by detachments from 
the American Army, the latter then occupying the 
Heights of Harlem, for the purpose of preventing the 
enemy from crossing the Bronx and closing the line 
of communication between the Army and the coun- 
try — the same line of defensive works, indeed, which 
subsequently covered the retreat of the Army, from 
Harlem Heights to the White Plains — audit ex tend ed, 
northwardly, to within a short distance from the 
American lines — the latter on the opposite side of the 
little stream and of the marshy intervale — and really, 
to some extent, it commanded the right and centre of 
them.' It had been occupied, and an earthwork of 
small pretensions had been thrown up, on it, prob- 
ably by the Regiment of Massachusetts Militia, com- 
manded by Colonel John Brooks, then of General 
Lincoln's Division and subsequently Governor of 
Massachusetts ; ^ and, on the morning of Monday, the 

* Memoir of Ooionel Bei^amin TaUmadge, prepared by himself, 14. 

* Our penonal knowledge of the ground is our authority for this d»> 
Bcription of it. 

Stedman, in his Hietory of the American War, (i., 214,) attempted to 
qualify that fact—** it rose sog^radually from the Bronx," he said, ** that 
*' its crest was not within random cannon-shot, as was proved by many 
" of our Battalions lying upon it, on their arms, the whole evening alter 
** the action ; " — ^but, nevertheless, those who know the entire ground, 
composing Chatterton's-hill and its dependencies, will fiilly sustain us, 
in what we have said, in the text, on that subject. 

7 Because a portion of Oeneral Lincoln's Division, with all of that of 
General Spencer, had been detached from the main body of the Army, 
and sent forward, with orders to. occupy all the high gronndn, between 
Valentine's-blll and the White Plains, and to strengthen them with en- 
trencbmeutB ; and because the Regiment commanded by Colonel Brooks 
formed a portion of one of the Divisions who were thus detailed to occupy 
and to strengthen those high grounds ; and because we have not found 
the slightest allusion to the Regiment commanded by Colonel Brooks, 
in any of the descriptions of the movements of troops, at any time pre- 
vious to the attack on Chatterton's-hill, by the Royal troops ; and be- 
cause we cannot find any Order, fh>m Head-quarters, for any other oc- 
cupation of Chatterton's-hill, until the morning of the twenty-eighth of 
October, when Colonel Haslet, with his well-tried command, was ordered 
by General Washington **to take possession of the hill beyond our lines 
" and the command of the Militia Regiment there posted," {OoUmel Hoe- 
lei to General Rodney, " November 12, 1776,") when a Regiment of Militia, 
whose subsequent conduct clearly identified it as that commanded by Col- 
onel Brooks, was found in poosession of the ground — all these reasons 
lead us to the conclusion stated in the text. 

We are not insensible that words employed by Colonel Harrison, in 
his letter to the President of the Congress, dated **Wh its- Plains, 29 
''October, 1776," have been construed to mean that troops had been sent 
down, on the morning of the twenty-eighth of October, " with a view of 
"throwing up some lines," on Chatterton's-hill ; and that the biogra- 
pher of Colonel Rufns Putnam, (Meinoir of Otlonel Ri^fwe Putnam, in Hil- 
dreth's Biographical and Hittotical Memoire of the Early Settiere of Ohio, 
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twenty-eighth of October, General Washington or- 
dered Colonel Haslet, with his Regiment of Delaware 
troops, and General McDougal, with his Brigade, the 
latter composed of the Regiment of New York troops 
whom he had formerly commanded, the Regiment of 
the same Line who was commanded by Colonel 
Ritzema, the Regiment of Maryland troops whom 
Colonel Smallwood commanded, and the Regiment of 
Connecticut troops commanded by Colonel Charles 
Webb, to occupy the same position.* 

It appears that Colonel Haslet's command was the 
first of the reinforcements to reach the hill ; ' and it 
is very probable that it was either that Regiment or 
that commanded by Colonel Brooks or both, together, 
on the summit of the high ground, on his right, which 
led Colonel Rail to check his Hessian Regiments, in 
their pursuit of the fugitive New Englanders, and to 
occupy the position on the high ground, nearer to 
Hartsdale, to which reference has been made, whence 
he could move, if such a movement should become ex- 
pedient, on the right flank and rear of whatever force 
of the Americans should occupy Chatterton's-hill — a 
movement, by the way, since it was evidently made 
by Colonel Rail, on his own impulse, which reflected 
great credit on the military abilities of that subse- 
quently unfortunate OflScer.* 

While Colonel Rail was thus engaged, on the left 



64,) has stated that, on that morning, that Engineer had been ordered to 
that bill, to superintend the construction of some more important en- 
trenchments. But there is nothing inconsistent with either of these 
statements, if not distprted, in what we have written concerning the 
probable pra-occupation of Chatterton^s-hill by the Regiment of Mat«a- 
chusetts Militia commanded by Colonel John Brooks. 

It is very evident that whatever defensive works there may have been 
on the hill, at the time of the engagement, if there were any, they af- 
forded no shelter for the men.— {lAettlenaHl-colonel I^lghman to WilUam 
DueTj " HKA1M1UABTER8, Whitb-Plains, October 29, 1776.") 

See, also, LieutenatU colonel TUghman to hiafaJthtr, " Wmitk-Plains, 31 
"October, 1776." 

1 Colonel Ha$Ut to General Catar liodnep, " November 12, 1776 ;" Return' 
o/tJte Brigade commauded by General McDougal^ November 3, 1776 ; etc. 

a Colotiel Hatlet to General Ceetar Rodney, " November 12, 1776." 

As the Delaware Regiment commanded by Ck>lonel Haslet, was of the 
Brigade commanded by General Lord Stirling, and was ordered by Gen- 
«ral Washington " to take poaseesion of the hill and the command of 
"the Militia Regiment there posted ; which was done," of which there 
has been no question ; and since the Brigade which was commanded by 
General McDougal subsequently moved up the same hill, which no one 
faas ever pretended to deny, it Is not evident why Colonel Carrington, 
{BiUOea of (he American Revolution^ 240,) without the slightest authority 
to sustain him, made a special attempt to belittle Colonel Haslet, indi- 
▼idually, and as ai^ Officer— he could not belittle his doings nor those of 
his command, on that field — because, in his Report of the action, to Gon- 
«ral Rodney — the only Report fh>m an actual participant in the aflair, 
which has come down to us — he described, in detail, his own and his 
gallant Regiment's portions of the doings on that historically important 
occasion. 

* " Colonel Rail . . . took possession of it, with great alacrity, to 
*' the approbation of Lieutenant-general Heister, who was acquainted with 
" this movement by Sir William Erskine," the Quartermaster-general of 
the British Army. — (General Hovce to Lord George Gemuiine, *'N«w-York, 
" 30 November, 1776.") 

It will be seen, from that paragraph, that the action of Colonel Rail, 
in thus occupying a position on the right flank of the Americans who 
were occupying Cliatterton's-hlll, received the favorable notices of both 
the British and the German Generals, commanding : we shall see, here- 
after, how important that action was, in the subsequent engagement. 



of the enemy's line of march, the two columns con- 
tinued their movements toward the American lines, 
"as if they meant to attack us, there," as 
General Washington's Secretary subsequently de- 
scribed the movement * — indeed, General Howe sub- 
sequently stated that " an assault upon the enemy's 
"right, which waa opposed to the Hessian troops, 
" was intended." * The Army was formed, evidently, 
for a general movement on the right and center of 
the American lines, with its right resting on the road 
which led from the White Plains to Mamaroneck, 
about a^ mile from the center of the former, and its 
Left on the Bronx -river, about the same distance from 
the extreme right of the American entrenchments; • 
and what appeared to have been the decisive hour in 
which the future of America was to be determined, 
by the arbitrament of arms, had, at length, been 
reached. But the bright designs of God, concerning 
America, were widely different from those of men; 
the future of those thirteen new-born members of the 
community of nations, in His purposes, was not de- 
pendent on the result of an assault on the improvised 
lines of defense, on the high grounds, in the vicinity 
of the White Plains ; and the powerful arm which was 
already uplifted and ready to strike a crushing blow 
on that which God had predestinated for other ends, 
was restrained by an unseen power, a power before 
which the King of Great Britain and all his Armies 
were as nothing, by the same power which had re- 
strained the same arm, uplifted, at Gravesendand be- 
fore Brooklyn, at Kip's-bay and on Throgg's-neck — 
the handful of American troops, on the summit of 
Chatterton's-hill, a phantom which seemed to augur 
ill for the left flank and rear of the Royal Army, 
waa seen by General Howe ; the further advance of 
the main body, toward the American lines, was 
stayed : the uplifted arm fell, without having struck 
the blow which was intended ; the right and center 
of the American line remained, unharmed; and 
another opportunity for the determination of the 
great dispute, between Great Britain and America, 
was lost, never to be be regained. 



* Colonel Robert H. Harrieon to the Prendent of the Oongrem, ** Whiti- 
" Plains, 29 October, 1776." 

* Speech of General Howe before a Committee of Che Howe of CbmmoNS, 
April 29, 1779— Almon's Parliamentary Regieter, Fifth Session, Four- 
teenth Parliament, xii., 324; Narrative of LtetUenant- general Sir WHUam 
ifotoe, 6. 

* General Howe to Lord George Germainef "New- York, 30th Novem- 
"ber, 1776 ;" Sauthier's Plan of the OperaOone, etc. ; Gordon's Hietory of 
the American Revolution^ ii., 340 ; etc. 

Stedman stated, {History of the American War, i., 214,) that "the 
" Right wing of the British did not extend beyond the center of the 
" American Army,'' which is in hannony with what General Howe had 
stated concerning the distance of his Right from the American lines — 
he referred to the center, without having made the slightest allusion to 
the left, where General Heath was posted. Stedman continued: "That 
"part of the enemy's position," [the American center,] "did not seem to 
"be considered : all the attention of the British Commander being fixed 
" on another part of the field " — as we have already seen, " an aasanU 
'* upon the American right, which was opposed to the Hessian troops, 
" was intended ;" and the British troops were to have been spared, for 
other services, elsewhere. 
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The force, on the summit of ChattertonVhill, which 
had thus, insensihly, arrested the progress of the 
Royal Army, in its movement against the Right and 
Center of the American lines, was, of course, that of 
whom we have already made mention — ^the Regiments 
commanded, respectively, by Colonels Brooks and 
Haslet, the Brigade commanded by General McDou- 
gal not having reached the hill ; and against that 
small force, the Hessian Artillery, from the Plain, on 
the opposite side of the Bronx, not far from the 
present railroad-station, at the White Plains, opened 
a vigorous fire,^ with no other effect, however, than 
the wounding of one of the Militia, which so greatly 
alarmed his comrades that the entire Regiment 
** broke, and fled, and were not rallied, without much 
** difficulty.*' * Soon after the cannonade was com- 
menced. General McDougal and his command reached 
the hill-top ; and the command of tire entire force de- 
volved on and was assumed by that very inexperienced 
Officer. After several changes, in the positions of the 
several Regiments, the line was formed, with the 
Regiment of Massachusetts Militia, commanded by 
Colonel Brooks, sheltered by a stone wall, and sup- 
ported by the Regiment of Marylanders commanded 
by Colonel Smallwood — the latter, the remains of that 
fine body of " Maccaronies," so called by the New 
Englanders, whose gallant conduct, at the Battle of 
Long Island, had won the admiration and sorrow of 
General Washington, and which has been generally 
honored in history — on the extreme right, confront- 
ing Colonel Rail and his Brigade, who were resting on 
their arms, on the summit of the adjacent hill, 
further to the southward. On the left of the Mary- 
landers, was posted the Delaware Regiment, proud 
of its name of " The Blue Hen*s Chickens," whom 
Colonel Haslet commanded : the remainder of Gen- 
eral McDougaVs Brigade, composed of the First Regi- 
ment of the New York Line, formerly commanded by 
Colonel McDougal, at that time, by one of its Captains, 
whose name was not recorded ; the Third Regiment 
of the same Line, commanded by Colonel Rudolphus 
Ritzema; and the Regiment of the Connecticut 
Line, commanded by Colonel Charles Webb, occupy- 
ing the left of the very feeble line' — with the excep- 
tion of the Regiment commanded by Colonel Brooks, 
no portion of that force was composed of Militia : all, 
except that Regiment, were Continental troops.* The 

^ LiettienoKt-eolond TOghmaH to Wittiam Duer, " Hbad-quabtbrs, 
" White-Plains, October 29, 1776 ;*' the tame to hi» father^ *< Whitx- 
" Plains, 31 October, 1776 ; *' OolmuH Robert H. Harrieon to Governor 
TmmbuU, ^'Wmitk-Plains, Norember 2,1776;** CMoneL Hadei to Gen- 
eral Ceeear Bodney, ** November 12, 1776** ; etc. 

s Colonel Hadet to General Cteaar Rodney ^ " November 12, 1776." 

s Colonel Ha$let to General Ckear Rodney, " November 12, 1776 ; *' 
Captain Huirs unpublished Memoir of hi$ Revolutionary Sereicee, quoted 
in Campbell's Revolutionary Serricee and Oieil UJe of General WQliam 
JSnll, by his daughter, 54, 65 ; etc. 

4 Colonel Carriugton, {Baltlee of (he American Revobition, 240,) was at 
some pains to introduce Colonel Morris Graham, of the New York Mili- 
tia, and to place his name where it would appear among those of Colo- 
jAels commanding Regiments who had occupied and defended Cbatterton's- 



Company of New- York Artillery, with two small 
field-pieces, commanded by Captain Alexander Ham- 
ilton and forming a portion of the Brigade com- 
manded by General McDougal, was, also, present ; 
but history has not recorded the name of the Officer 
who, then, commanded it.* 

The cannonade of the little party, on Chatterton's- 
hill, was continued by the Hessian Artillerists, with- 
out cessation, while the General .Officers, it is said,* 
assembled in Council, without having dismounted; 
and it is probable that the noisy demonstration, so 
very characteristic of Germans, in their use of gun- 
powder, was continued, with unabated ardor, until 
the movement of their • companions in drms, up the 
steep and rugged hill-side, of which the reader will 
learn more, hereafter, obliged the gunners to suspend 
their operations.^ 

" Upon viewing the situation," in deference to the 

hill ; but no other writer than he has thus honored Colonel Graham, 
himself unworthy of any such authorial favor ; and, besides. Colonel 
Carrington could have easily ascertained that Colonel 6rahain*s com- 
mand was a portion of the Brigade commanded by General George Clin- 
ton, who was posted on the extreme left of the American line, not far 
from two miles from Cbatterton*s-bill. 

No one has pretended that the Adjutant-general of the Army was on 
Chatterton*B-hill, on that eventful Monday ; but he must have been there, 
if Colonel Carrington is correct, since it was he who accused Colonel 
Graham of cowardice, on which Colonel Carrington has based his favor 
to the bashful New-Yorker. 

(^ It is a notable fact that, notwithstanding all which has been written, 
in these latter days, of the great services of that Company, of which con- 
temporary writers were entirely silent, the name of the Officer who wm 
in actual command, on Chatterton*s-hill, was not mentioned by any one^ 
of that period, who wrote concerning the Battle. 

There is a tradition that, a short time before the date under considera- 
tion, Qtptain Hamilton was in the City of New-York, then in possession 
of the King's Army ; and there is, certainly, written evidence, over his 
own signature, that he was In the same City, on the sixth of November, 
eight days after the Battle : it is possible, therefore, that, because the 
command was not in the ofHcial commander, on the occasion under con- 
sideration, the name of the actual commander was not regarded as worthy 
of being recorded. 

* *' I saw their General Offlcera, on horseback, assemble in Council." 
—{CoUmel HoMlet to General Caaar Rodney, ** November 12, 1776.**) 

t There is, evidently, considerable exaggeration in what was written 
of that cannonade, by '* a Gentleman In the Army,** in his letter, already 
resorted to, dated ** Camp mbab thb Mills, about thbbb xilbs Nobth 
** or THE Whitb Plains, November 1, 1776 ; ** but we make room for it. 
" The scene was grand and solemn ; all the at^aoent hills smoked, as 
"though on fire, and bellowed and trembled with a perpetual cannonade 
*' and fire of field-pieces, howitz, and mortars. The air groaned 
"with streams of cannon and musket-shot ; the air and hills smoked and 
'* echoed, terribly, with the bursting of shells ; the fences and walls were 
" knocked down, and torn to pieces ; and men's legs, wrms, and bodies 
" mingled with cannon and grape-shot, all round us. I was in the ao- 
" tion, and under as good advantages as any one man, to observe all that 
** passed, and write these particulars of the action from my own obeerva- 
"tion." 

A very near connection, by marriage, of our own family, then living 
where what was, lately, HalPs Tavern, at Hall's-comers, now known as 
Elmsford, on the road leading from the White Plains to Tarrytown, told 
us, many years ago, that he heard that severe cannonade, and saw the 
smoke occasioned by it, and very clearly remembered it ; and, as may be 
reasonably supposed, under such circumstances, he regarded it as some- 
thing more than ordinarily terrible. 

What we have said concerning the extent of time thus occupied by the 
Hessian Artillerists, in their cannonade of the Americans, was authorized 
by Colonel Haslet, in his letter to General Bodney, already referred to ; 
by Osmpbeirs Revolutionary ServioeB and CSvil L{fe of General WUUam Hull, 
54 ; etc. 
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standard military maxim, of that period, which re- 
quired the immediate removal of everything which 
might, possibly, jeopardize a flank or the rear of a 
column, no matter how insignificant it might other- 
wise be ; and, undoubtedly, with the concurrence of 
the impromptu Council, of which mention has been 
made, General Howe determined to dislodge the 
Americans who had occupied Chatterton's-hill, before 
he proceeded further, in his movement against the 
main body of the American Army, then within its 
line of entrenchments, and awaiting his evidently in- 
tended assault. With that purpose in view, the main 
body of the Royal Army was ordered to rest on its 
arms, on the Plain, within a piile, and in open sight, 
from the American lines ; orders were issued for a 
Battalion of Hessians to pass over the Bronx-river,^ 
supported by the Second Brigade of British troops, 
composed of the Fifth, Twenty-eighth, Thirty-fifth, 
and Forty-ninth Regiments of Foot, commanded by 
Brigadier-general Leslie ; and by the Brigade of Hes- 
sians, composed of Linsing's, Mingerode's, Len- 
gereck's, and Kochler's Regiments of Grenadiers and 
his own Regiment of Chasseurs, commanded by Colo- 
nel Donop — the last mentioned Brigade to be taken 
from the right of the Army, where it had been posted 
— for the purpose of assaulting the position on Chat- 
terton's-hill, in front ; and Colonel Rail was ordered 
to move the Brigade which he commanded, on a 
charge, on the right of the Americans, simultane- 
ously with the movement of the Hessian forlorn-hope 
and its supporting parties, on their front.' 

1 Gensral Howe to Lord George Qermame^ ** New-Yosk, 30 NoTember, 
"1776." 

General Howe did not state which particular Battalion of Henians 
was thus employed ; and we hare not found. In any of the contemporary 
authorities, anything which throws any light on the sut^ect. 

Bancroft, who has enjoyed unusual opportunities for acquiring informa- 
tion on the subject of the German mercenaries, has said, {Hitiory of the 
VHitBdStatet, original edition, ix.,l81 ; centenary edition, t., 444,) that that 
forlorn-hope was composed of the Loesberg Battalion ; but if, as he has 
conceded on another page, that Battalion was a portion of the Brigade 
commanded by Colonel Ball, it was, already on the western bank of the 
Bronx, and in position ; and it is not to be supposed that it would have 
been withdrawn flrom that important position to the eastern bank of the 
river, by way of the ford, and then moved to the western bank, again, 
at a place where the depth of water made the passage much more difficult, 
as a forlom-hope ; while it could have acted as such a forlom-hope, had 
that been desired, by simply marching up the Mill-lane, and climbing up 
the side of the hill, without the unne ce ss ar y labor and risk of passing 
and re-passing the river. 

That Battalion of Hessians who formed the forlom-hope continues to 
be, to us, a subject on which we need and seek for ftirther Information, 
especially since it was deftnitely and very reasonably stated in The Annual 
Begiaterfor 1776, (History of Europe, *178,) that it was one of the Bat- 
talions of the Brigade commanded by Colonel Donop ; in which The 
Htatory of the War tn America^ Edit. Dublin, 1779, (i., 196), concurred, 
both of which statements are in entire harmony with our own conclus- 
ions, on that subject, at the present time. 

s General Howe to Lord George 6'ermaMM, ** New-York, 30 November, 
" 1776." 

The Regiments of which the Second Brigade was composed were 
named in General Howe's despatch to Lord Germaine, above mentioned, 
and in the Return of the Killed^ Wounded^ etc.^ of the Brigade, in the ac- 
tion : those of which the Brigade commanded by Colonel Donop was 
composed may be seen in the same Retwrtit as well as in the Report of 
the dtatriimtion of the Army^ made by General Howe. 



The appearance of the Royal Army, as the main 
body was thus halted, with detachments moving 
towards the Bronx, for the proposed assault on Chat- 
terton's-hill, was thus described by an eye-witness, 
himself an Officer among the Americans who were, 
then, awaiting the assault on their position : '^ Its ap- 
** pearance was truly magnificent. A bright autumnal 
^'sun shed its full lustre on their polished arms; and 
" the rich array of dress and military equipage gave an 
'' imposing grandeur to the scene, as they advanced, in 
" all the pomp and circumstances of War, to give us 
" battle ;" ' and, with the main bodies of the two armies, 
each resting on its arms, anxious spectators of the 
scene,^ the Battalion of Hessians which had been 
designated for the forlorn-hope, in the proposed as- 
sault, and the British Regiments who had been de- 
tached for its support, moved, steadily, toward the 
Bronx, in front of the hill, on their mission of 
death. 

It is probable that the little river, where the as- 
saulting party attempted to pass it, was deeper than 
elsewhere, above or below that place, as it has been, 
during the entire period of our personal knowledge of 
the locality ; and the Hessian forlom-hope, conse- 
quently, found ''some difficulty in passing" the 
stream;^ but it struggled successfully, and evidently 
reached the opposite bank without having sustained 
any loss, the Twenty- eighth and Thirty -fifth Regiments 
of British Foot, followed by the Fifth and Forty- 
ninth Regiments of the same arm of the service, and, 
subsequently, by the Brigade of Hessians commanded 
by Colonel Donop,' finding ** a place most practica- 
"ble" — probably " the ford," where the fugitive New 
Englanders and their Hessian pursuers had passed 
the river, earlier in the morning, was the more prac- 
ticable place referred to ^ — hastening forward, in the 

> Captain William Hull, quoted In The Revolutionary Bervioee and Ohit 
Life of General Wmiam Hull, by his daughter, 54. 

Concerning the same subject. General Heath, who vras on the opposite 
extremity of the line of the main body, wrote^ (Jlf«moin,78.) "The sun 
"shone bright; their arms glittered; and, perhaps, troops were never 
" shown to more advantage, than these now appeared." 

* General Howe to Lord George Germaine, "New- York, 30 November, 
" 1776 ; " [Hairs] Hietory of the CieU War in Ameriea, 1., 208, 209 ; Gor- 
don's Hietory of the Amerioan Revolution^ ii.» 341 ; Stedman's Hielory of 
the AmerioeM War, i., 215 ; etc. 

* General Howe to' Lord George Germaine, "Nkw-Tohk, 30 November,. 
"1776." 

See, also, Thm Annual Regieter for 1776, History of Europe, n78 ; Hit- 
tory of the War in America, Edit. Dublin : 1779, 1., 195, etc. 

< General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Niw-Yoek, 30 November, 
"1776." 

See, also. The Annual Regieter for 1776, History of Europe, *178 ; etc. 

It is very probable that it was that accidental separation of the Begi- 
ments composing the support of the Hessian forlom-hope, and the conse- 
quent assault on the Americans in three distinct movements, which led 
Captain Hull, (in CampbelPs Revolutionary Servieet and Oeil Ufe of 
General WUlwm Hull, 55,) to suppose the assault had been originally 
ordered to be made, in that manner. 

7 In what manner the assaulting party crossed the Bronx-river has been 
made the subject of the speculatlouit of several modem writers, led and^ 
probably, inspired by tibe unscrupulous John C. Hamilton, {Hi&tory of the 
Republic of the Ignited Statee, i., 133,) who said the Hessian forlom-hope 
' ' refused to wade the tangled stream ; and a temporary bridge was begun* * 
and, finally, completed, — of which bridge, he related several incidents,. 
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order in which we have named them, for the support 
of the shivering, half-drowned Germans, who were 
undoubtedly waiting, on the western bank of the 
stream, for their co-operation. 

When the movement ofthe assaulting party, toward 
the ford, was seen from the summit ofthe hill, Colonel 
Haslet applied to General McDougal for the two field- 
pieces, in order that a fire might be opened on the 
advancing column; but General McDougal spared 
only one of .the two guns; and that was so poorly 
appointed that the Colonel was obliged, personally, 
to assist in dragging it along the rear of his Regiment, 
to the place where he desired to post it. While it 
was being thus slowly dragged along the rear of the 
line of Americans, it is said that a shot from the Hes- 
sian guns struck its carriage, scattering the shot, etc., 
and leaving a wad of tow blazing in the middle of the 
dabrU. With the exception of a single man, who 
*' was prevailed upon to tread out the blaze and col- 
*' lect the shot," '^ all the Artillery-men fled," leaving 
Colonel Haslet and the field-piece entirely unsup- 
ported ; but it appears that some of these later fugi- 
tives returned ; made a couple of discharges on the 
enemy ; and then retired, ^' with the field-piece," not 
to be seen again, until after they were securely quar- 



of each of which bis father's Coaipany of Artillery and his father wore, 
invariably, the principal subjoctn. 

Such a speculation would require little reflection, in order to show its 
imprubability to any one ; but Loosing, {Field-book of the SevoltUkmj 
original edition, 11., 822,) Irving,* {IA/9 of Georgf WoMhiugUm, 11., 302 ;) 
and others having followed that leader, and repeated his errors. But 
General Howe** despatch to Lord George Germaine left no room for 
doubting, and clearly indicated that the troops forded the stream ; 8au 
thier's Ptau of thf OperatioiUf etc., (the British ofllclal Map,) clearly in 
dicated that the Royal troops crossed the river at " The Ford,'' designated 
on the Map; The PUm of thi- OowUry from Frog* 8 Poinlk> 0r<4on Hivrr^ 
((■enenU Washiogton's Map, ) did the same, also designating the ** Ford ;*' 
The Anmuil HegieUr for 1776, (History of Europe, 178,*) clearly under- 
stood the river wafl forded ; Stedman, in his HiHory of the American 
Wfir, (i., 214,) said, "A part of our left wing jMimetl the ford, which was 
"entirely under command of our cannon;'* Sergeant Lamb, of the 
Welsh Fuflileen, in his JtmrniU of Occwrrencee dmrittg the UUe Ameriean 
H'(ir, (page 12G,) said the entire assaulting party, whom he deocribed, in 
detail, " marched down and croese<l the ford; '* Doctor Andrews, in his 
Hintory of the IVirtr, (ii., 24.'>,) stated the assaulting party '* marched down 
** to the ford, and crossed it;" General Heath, an eye-witness of the 
movement, stated, in his Memoim^ (pago 78,) that "a port of the left col- 
*'umn, compoHcd of British and Ilesaians, forded the river," etc. ; 
Chief-justice Marshall, in his L\fe of George Wttahiitgkm, (ii., 5()4,) with 
General Washington's papers before him, clearly know nothing of any 
bridge, constructed by the Iloyal Army ; and Doctor Sparks, also with 
the papers of General Washington before him. In his Life of George 
Waehingttm^ (pc^o 1^«) after having described all the troops who had 
been ordered to make the assault, said, " they forded the Bronx, and 
*' formed in good order on the other side ;** and we prefer to follow our 
own convictions, that no bridge was constructed by the Royal Army, on 
that occasion, especially Rlnce those well-considered convictions are so 
amply sustained by such unquestionable authorities. 

With the story of the bridge, other similarly groundless stories for 
which that phantom bridge hod nffonled foundations, notwithstanding 
the effect with which they have been related by their inventor, also van- 
ish us the reader will shortly see. 



* Mr. Irving, subsequently, explained to us, personally, how he had 
fallen into the error ; and requested tu tu pay no respect to the erroneous 
statements, contained in his work, concerniog them. 

28 



tered, with the main body of the Army, within the 
lines, on the other side of the river. ' 

The Twenty -eighth and Thirty -fifth Regiments were 
the first portion of the supporting party who succeeded 
in crossing the river ; ' and they moved from the ford, 
along the road which has more recently been known 
as " The Mill-lane," extending between the base of 
Chatterton's-hill and the bank of the Bronx, until 
they had reached a point which was opposite to the 
right of the American line, on the top of the hill, ' 
when they faced to the left and, with the shivering 
Hessians on their front, they climbed up the steep 
and rugged hill-side, in good order and with the great- 
est steadiness, * the fire of the Hessian Artillerists, on 
the opposite side of the river, at least that portion of 
it which was directed ac^ainst the American right, 
having been suspended, in order that they might not 
be exposed to unnecessary danger. ^ 

On that portion of the American line which was 
exposed to that assault, on its front, as well as to the 
movement ofthe Hessian Brigade commanded by Col- 
onel Ball, who had been ordered to charge on its right 
flank, simultaneously with the movement on its front, 



1 Oolonei Haalet to General Cmtar Bodily, *' November 12, 1776." 

Among the creations of John G. Hamilton's very able but very un- 
scrupulous pen was one, based on the stoiy of the bridge which we have 
already noticed, concerning the Artillery Company of which his father, 
Alescander Hamilton, was the Captain, and what he assumed to have 
been the wouderful services of that Company, on the occasion now under 
notice. 

As we have already stated, {jaide page 263, ante,) there are rsry grave 
doubts concerning Captain Hamilton's presence, with the Company, on 
ChattertonVhlll, on the eventftil day of the Battle ; and it is of ques- 
tionable propriety, therefore, to identify him with the shortcomings of 
his command, so graphically portra>ed by Colonel Haslet, in his letter 
to General Rodney, to which we have referred. In the text— shortcom- 
ings which were certainly such as reflected nothing else than dlsgnoe 
on both the body of the Company and the Officer who was in com- 
mand, on that occasion, whomsoever he may hava b«en. 

Generals Washington, Howe, Comwallis, Robertson, and Heath, and 
Captains Harris and Hall, all of whom witnessed the action and de- 
scribed It, and Gordon, Stedman, Marshall, and Sparks, all of them 
standard historians, whose advantages for acquiring accurats informa- 
tion were in nowise neglected, were uniformly and rigidly silent on 
the subject of the alleged services of Captain Hamilton's Company of 
Artillery ; while the adverse testimony of Colonel Haslet, which ws 
have stated in the text, supported, in a gnat measure by that of Cap- 
tain Hull, the latter concerning the other of the two pieces and those 
who manned it, on the extreme left of the line, (Campbell's The Rec- 
oUUioHary Servicee and aeU Ufe of General Wittiam HvU, 54,) leaves 
nothing, concerning that (Company, on that occasion, to which the 
admirsrs of Alexander Hamilton can refer, with any pleasure, the pre- 
tensions of his son, to which ws have referred, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

* General Uowe to Lord George Oermame, " Nxw-Yoek, 30 Novsmber, 
"1776 ;" The Annual BegisUrfor 1776, History of Europe, 178* ; History 
of the War in America, 'Edit. Dublin : 1779, 1., 196 ; etc. 

sSauthier's Plan ofthe Operatkme ofthe KingU ilrmy, etc. 

General Heath, an eye-witness, said, that, after they had *' forded the 
"river," they "marched along, under the cover of the hill, until they 
" had gained sulBclent ground to the left of the Americans, when, by 
"facing to the left," etc.— (Jfemoirs, 78.) 

* General Howe to Lord George Germaine, ** Nkw-York, 30 November, 
» 1776;" The Annual Regieterfor 1776, History of Europe, 178* : etc 

General Heath, who witnessed the movement, said that, **by fkcing 
"to the left, their column became a line, parallel with the Americans, 
" when they briskly ascended the hill. . . . — (Jtfemoirs, 78.) 

6 Memolr$ of General Heath, 78, 79. 
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were posted, as we have already stated, the Regiment of 
Massachusetts Militia commanded by Colonel Brooks, 
sheltered behind a stone wall and supported by there- 
mains of the Maryland Raiment commanded by Col- 
onel Small wood, * and, probably, by the Third Regi- 
ment of New Yorkers commanded by Colonel Ritze- 
ma ; ' and, against these, the two assaulting parties 
simultaneously directed their overwhelming power. 
There was no Artillery to hurl destruction on either 
of the assailants : since, by that time, the Delaware 
Regiment, immediately on their left, was confronted 
by the Fifth and Forty-ninth Regiments, who had 
also crossed the river and were climbing the hill-side, 
"zealous to distinguish themselves,^' there was no 
support for the hard-pressed " Maccaronis '* and their 
New York comrades: and nothing else than their 
own resolute wills and their strong arms and their not 
generally trusty and always ill-supplied muskets were 
there, to support those less than eleven hundred Offi- 
cers and Privates in their approaching struggle with 
two well-disciplined, well-armed, well-commanded 
British Raiments, besides the Hessian forlorn-hope, 
on their front, and three equally well-disciplined, 
well-armed, and well-commanded Hessian Regiments, 
on their right flank. 

It is recorded that the Regiment of Militia, com- 
manded by Colonel Brooks, notwithstanding the shel- 
ter afforded by the stone wall, '^ fled in confusion, 
"without more than a random, scattering fire;"' 
leaving the Marylanders and New-Yorkers, alone and 
unsupported; and it also recorded that these last- 
named Regiments advanced to the brow of the hill, 
meeting their assailants, and throwing on them, while 
they were climbing the hill-side, an effective, plung- 
ing fire, compelling them to fall back.^ But the 
retreat of the Militia, to whom appears to have been 
assigned the part of holding Colonel Rail in check, 
having entirely exposed the right flank of the two 
Regiments to the charge of his Brigade, while the 
three Regiments of British and Hessian troops who 
were climbing up the eastern face of the hill, not- 
withstanding the check which they had sustained, 
were rallied and renewed their assault on the front of 
the position, the conflict was too unequal to be long- 
sustained ; and, notwithstanding the stubborn bravery 
which was necessary to sustain it, with such great 
odds against the Americans, during the long period 
of not less than a quarter of an hour, ^ the two brave 



1 CoUmel Haslet to General Quar Rodneff, " November 12, 177».** 

* We have found no mention of the inovomeut of the Regiment com- 
manded b7 Colonel Ritzema for the support of the Regiments com- 
manded by Colonel Brooks and Smallwood, on the right of the line ; 
but it Is reasonable that support was needed, there; and there is sat 
isfactory evidence that Colonel Ritzema and his command were really 
therCf during th$ action : we shall not stop to enquire just when they 
went to that very exposed position. 

s Oohnel Hadet to General Ctemr Boduey, ** November 12, 1776/* 

* Letter to a GeiUlemaH tn Annapolie, dated ** Wuitb-Plainb, October 29, 
•• 1776." 

i ** After a smart engagement for about a quarter of an hour, obliged 



Regiments were compelled to ** give way " * — they fell 
back, fighting as they went, as brave men would be 
likely to do, under such circumstances. 

But the action on Chatterton's-hill was not con- 
fined to the simultaneous assaults on the front and 
right flanks of the Americans who occupied it. Very 
closely after the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-fifth, the 
Fifth and Forty-ninth Raiments also forded the 
Bronx ; and moved to the positions which had been 
assigned to them, respectively ; and climbed up the 
side of the hill ; ^ and assaulted the position which 
was occupied by ** The Blue Hen*s Chickens "—the 
Regiment of Delaware troops, commanded by Colonel 
Haslet — " foemen worthy of their steel." That Regi- 
ment numbered very few, if any more, than three hun- 
dred fighting OflScers and Privates ; ^ and yet, single- 
handed — the two Regiments on its right were already 
engaged, with assailants on both their front and flank ; 
and the First New York Regiment and the Regi- 
ment of Connecticut troops, the latter commanded by 
Colonel Charles Webb, were also employed in oppos- 
ing Colonel Donop's Brigade of Hessians, who were 
" ascending the height, with the greatest alacrity and 
" in the best of order " — that single regiment bravely 
sustained the attack, until after the Regiments which 
had covered its right had given way, when ** part of 
^^ the first three Companies of the Regiment also re- 
" treated, in disorder," with considerable loss.' The 
left of the Regiment, however, with the greater num- 
ber of its Officers, notwithstanding the retreat of the 
Regiments on its right and that of its own three Com- 
panies had exposed its right to the combined assaults 
of, at least, the Hessian Battalion who had been the 
forlorn-hope and two of the British Regiments and 
Colonel Rail's entire Brigade, while two other British 
Regiments were on its front, fell back only far enough 
to occupy *' a fence, on the top of the hill," a position 
which it continued to occupy and defend, successfully, 
until the two Regiments which covered its left had 
also given way, when, it, also, " retired," the last of 
the Americans who remained on the hill, and that 
resolute force, small as it was, who held back the suc- 
cessftil assailants, then eager to become pursuers, and 
covered the retreat of those who, then, remained of 
the defenders of Chatterton's-hill.^^ 



'* our men to give way.''— (Oofeacl Hcibert H. Harrietm to the Preeideml o/ 
the (\mgreee, **Whiti-PlaiV8, October 20,1776.'') 

*' After a very smart engagement for flftuon or twenty minutes, thry 
*' obliged our men to give way." — (CMonel Robert H. lUtrrieon to General 
Schuyler, " WnrrB Plains, November 1, 1776.") 

** The Militia Regiment fled * * Colonel Smallwood, in a quarter 
"of an hour afterwards, gave way, also."— (Cb/oneZ //<uM to tiemeral 
Oeear Rodney, " November 12, 1776.") 

« Colonel HaOet to General CKnar Rodney, ** November 12, 1776." 

^ General Howe to Ixtrd George Gemutme, "Nrw-York, 30 November, 
"1776 ;" The Aunnal Register /or 177G, History of Europe, 178 • ; Hieiory 
of the War in America, Edit. Dublin : 1779, i., 195 ; etc. 

t Returns of the Strength of the RegimenU engaged, etc. (Tide page 260, 
P<»t.) 

• OoUmel Haslet to General Caesar Rodney^ ** November 12, 1776." 

10 OuUmel Haslet to General Csesar Rodney, ** November 12, 1776." 
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Bat the action was, also, not confined to the aa- 
saults on nor to the defences of the right and center of 
the Americans, on the top of that notable hill. The 
fonr Regiments composing the Brigade commanded 
by General Leslie, were soon followed, "with the 
'* greatest alacrity and in the best order,'' through the 
river, at the ford, and np the Mill-lane, and np the 
eastern face of the hill, by the Chasseurs and by three, 
if not by, four, Regiments of Hessian Grenadiers, 
composing the Brigade commanded by Colonel 
Donop.^ In front of these, on the summit of the hill, 
were the skeleton First New York Regiment, formerly 
commanded by General McDougal, but then evidently 
without Field-officers and commanded by one of its 
Captains ; and the Regiment of Connecticut troops 
commanded by Colonel Charles Webb, very little 
stronger in effective men, than the other; and, very 
probably, one of the two field-pieces which constituted 
the armament of the Company of New- York Artillery 
of whom Alexander Hamilton was the official com- 
mander — ^the other of the two pieces, as the reader 
will remember, was posted on the extreme right of 
the line, under the command of Colonel Haslet.' All 
these numbered, in the aggregate, not many, if any, 
more than four hundred fighting Officers and Pri- 
vates;' and, with their only piece of artillery dis- 
mounted, evidently before the assailants commenced 
to ascend the hill,* and without any support or defen- 
sive works, it is scarcely probable that much was 
expected from so feeble a body, in the face of so 
heavy a body of assailants. But the records indicate 
that all those of the two feeble Regiments who were 
present on the field, performed their duty satisfacto- 
rily to the Commander-in-chief;^ and, we are told 
that, when an effort was made by the assailants to 
turn the left of the line, a detachment from Colonel 
Webb's Regiment, commanded by Captain William 
Hull, defeated the attempt, with spirit and prompti- 
tude, although he was opposed by more than double 
the number of his own command. ' 



1 Oeneral Uow« to Lord Oeorge Germawe^ "Nbw-Yobk, 3U Muveiuber, 
"1776/* The Annual Register fm 1776, History of £urope, 178 * ; Thr 
HiUorp of the War in America, Edit. DubUD : 1779, 196 ; etc. 

It Is posBiblo thai one of the Regiments of that Brigade had been de- 
tailed, to act as the forlorn-hope, in the aowalt, as we have already stated. 

s Vide page 260, ante. 

> RetMrna of the Strength of the Beglmente engaged, etc. (Vide page 260, 
poet.) 

4 Captain Hairs unpublished Memoir, quoted in Gampbeirs Becolu- 
ItONory Servieee and Obnl US« of General WUliam HuU, 54. 

As the fire of the Heesian Artillerists had been suspended when the 
aasaiianti had commenced to ascend the hill, it is very evident that, 
when C!olonel Donop, the last to reach the ground, assaulted the left of 
the American line, there was no artillery on the hill, in front of htm, 
mounted and effective. 

ft General McDougal complained of Ck)lonel Webb ; but, in General Or- 
dert. General Washington stated, "The representation made of Colonel 
'* Webb's Begiment, yesterday, by General HcDougal, appearing to be 
"a mistake, and that they kept the post assigned them, notwithstanding 
"a severe cannonade, the General takes the first opportunity (o make it 
** known, to prevent any unftivorable impression.'*— (&anarul Order*, 
" HKADHtUAaTKBS, White-Plains, October 29, 1776.") 

* Captain Hull's unpublished Memoir, quoted in Campbell's Beieolu- 
Uonary Servieee and Civil Life of General WUliam Hull, 55; Governor 



On every part of the ground, except those portions 
which had been occupied by the Company of New- 
York Artillery and the Regiment of Massachusetts 
Militia, the battle had been resolutely sustained;^ 
and the assailants, in more than one instance, had 
been compelled to fall back ; ^ but the opposing forces 
were so unequal in their strength that a successful 
occupation of the hill could not have been expected, 
by any one — indeed, the fact that the entire detach- 
ment was not cut off from the main body of the Army, 
and captured by the enemy, reflects the highest honor 
on those who occupied the hill, and fills one with 
wonder and admiration. It is doubtful if any who 
were not too much disabled to be removed, were taken 
prisoners ; all who were able to move off the hill, 
moved off, by the Jeft flank, by way of the road A"Vht 
which led from the White Plains to Dobbs's ferry* — 
they moved sullenly, " *• in a great body, neither nin- 
" ning nor observing the best order," " covered by a por- 
tion of the Delaware Begiment " — and, having crossed 
the bridge over which the roadway passed the Bronx, 
the site of that which now affords a passage over the 
river, near the present railroad-station at the White 
Plains, they fell in on the rear of General Beall's 
Maryland Flying Camp, which General Putnam was 
leading for their support, on the hill ; " and joined the 
main body of the Army, within the lines. 

After he had gained possession of the hill, the ene- 
my made no attempt whatever to pursue the retreating 
Americans; but formed and dressed his line, '* and 

Brooke to the Pieaideut of the Court Murtitd for the trial of General Hull, 
" Boston, February 4, 1814." 

7 "The gaining of this Important post took up a considerable time, 
"which was prolonged by the enemy's still supporting a broken and 
"scattered engagement, in defence of the a^oining walls and hedgee." 
\fenceef\—{The Anmal Begieterfor 1776, History of Europe, •HS.) 

The Uietory of the War in America, Edit Dublin, 1779, (i., 105 ;) Gor- 
don's Hietory of the American ReeolHtion, (ii., 341 ;) and others, also, bear 
testimony to the gallantry of the American troops. 

. . " our Troops made as good a Stand as could be expected and 
"did not quit the Ground, till they came to push thuir Bayonets." — 
Lieutenant'colonel TUghman to hit Father, " W ii it b- Plains, 3lst October, 
" 1776." 

9 Letter to a Gentlemen in Annapolie, dated ** White-Plains, October 29, 
"1776," published in The Fenneylvania Journal, No. 1771, Puiladkl- 
PHiA, Wednesday, November 13, 1776. 

"Our own knowledge of the ground and its approaches enabled us to 
make the statement which appears in the text ; and, by a reference to A 
Plan of the Oountrff from fSrog^B Point to Oroton Rirer, the reader may 
see the eridence of the accuracy of that statement. 

^OLeUer fi'om the While PlaiuM, dated October 28, 1776, at ti»o o'clock, 
P.M.,«published in The Penneiflvania Evening Putt, Vol. IT., No. 278, 
Philadklphia, Thursday, October 31, 1776, and in The Peuneylvauia 
Journal, No. 1770, Philadelphia, Wednesday, November 6, 1776. 

11 Memoin of Major-general Heuth, 79. 

See, also, William Harrieon to the Maryland Council of Sitfety, "Gbokoe- 
"town, Kent-oounty, 28 November, 1776," 

IS Colonel Haelet to General Cnsaar Roilney, * November 12." 

^* Letter to a Gentleman in Annapolie, dtited " Whitr-Plains, October 29 
" 1776 ;" published in The Pennaylvania Journal, No. 1771, Philadel- 
phia, Wednesday, November 13, 1776. 

M Memoir$ of General Heath, 79. 

General Howe, In his despatch to Lord George Germaine, dated *' Nkw- 
" Yonx, 30 November, 1776,'* stated that, after the engagement, " the 
" Hessian Grenadiers," [thoae teho had aeeaulted the Ififtof the Americans,] s i .. ^ ' 
** were ordered forward, upon the heights, within cannon-ehot of the 
"entrenchments, the Bronx, from its winding course, being still between 



268 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



prepared his dinner, for the purpose of doing which 
he tore down and burned a barn which belonged to 
John Hunt, on property, on the western portion of 
the hill, which, in our younger days, belonged to his 
two sons, Thomas and Jacob Hunt. ^ 

The strength of the Americans, under General 
Spencer, who were engaged on the Plain ; who were 
alarmed at either the Hessians or the Light Dragoons ; 
and who fled, over the river and far away, among the 
hills of Greenburgh, was, as we have already stated, 
not far from twenty-five hundred eifective Officers and 
Privates : ' that of the Regiments who composed the 
force on the top of the hill, who defended the position, 
and who were really the heroes of the day, exclusive 
of the Company of Artillery, who rendered no effect- 
ive service, was not far from seventeen hundred effect- 



**th«m and the enemy's,** [the Amtrican'$,] ** right flank ; the Second 
." Brigade of British,** [thoae who had amamUed ike jronU of Om right and 
centre of the Amerieam^] "formed in the rear of the Hessian Grena- 
'* diers ; and the two Brigades of Hessians, on the left of the Second 
** Brigade, with their left upon the road leading ttom Tarrytown to the 
"White Plains **— that is to say, the entire force, on the western bank of 
the Bronx, was moved northward, nntil its left was aboTc that old road, 
still continued, which extends from the bridge, near the railroad-station, 
westward, over Chatterton*8-hill. 

1 Infimnaiion communicated to us, personally, more than thirty years 
sinae, by the two gentlemen named, who, then, were our near neighbors 
and personal friends. 

>The RettUTu of the KUledj Womnded, cmd MiMtbtg, in each of the 
seTeial Begiments who had formed that bashful detachment leave no 
room for doubt concerning the Begiments of whom it was really 
composed— indeed, there may have been others whoee modesty forbade 
the making of any such Returns, and who hare thereby escaped our 
notice. 

The Begiments of whom we And mention, as we have already stated, 
were those commanded, respectively, by Colonels SiUiman, Selden, Sage, 
and Douglass (the latter commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Arnold,) all 
belonging to the Brigade commanded by General Wadsworth ; the Regi- 
ment commanded by Colonel Chester, of the Brigade commanded by 
Colonel Sargent ; the Regiments commanded, respectively, by Colonels 
Baldwin, Douglass, and Lieutenant-colonel Ely, of the Brigade com- 
manded by General Saltonstall ; and the Begiments commanded, respec- 
tively, by Colonels Holman and Smith, of the Brigade commanded by 
General Fellows — all of them New Englanders and some of them 
experts in running, as was shown at Kip*s-bay, in the preceding Sep- 
tember. 

The Retiims of the strength of each of those several Regiments, on 
the twenty-flrst of September, on the fifth of October, and on the third 
of November,— the last, five days after the action, — were as follows : 
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ive Officers and Privates. ^ The strength of all the 
force which was directed against that feeble body of 
men cannot be definitely ascertained, since the Hes- 
sian Artillerists, on the eastern bank of the river, 
whose fire was, certainly, to some extent, effective, 
were clearly as much a portion of that antagonistic 
force as those who crossed the river and assaulted the 
position or as those who charged on the right flank of 
the struggling Americans, and assisted in driving them 
from the hill. Besides those Hessian Artillerists, there 
were four Regiments of British troops, commanded 
by General Leslie ; the Hessian Eegiment, probably 
from Colonel Donop's command, who occupied the 
place of danger and honor, as the forlorn -hope ; the 
three Regiments of Hessians, commanded by Colonel 
Rail ; and the four or five Regiments of Hessians, 
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It will be ssen that Ave hundred and sixty Offlcera, StalT, non-commis- 
rionsd Officers and Musicians, and two thousand and seventy-siz Pri- 
vates, present and fit for duty, survived the hazards of the engagement, 
and had returned to the Camp, five days after the Battle ; and the reader 
will readily perceive that our estimate of the effective strength of the 
detachment on the occasion under consideration, is a reasonable one, 
sustained as it is by the contemporary statement of Lieutenant-colonel 
Tllghman, one of the Aides of General Washington, {Letter to hie father^ 
** Whitb-Plaiks, 31>» October, 1776 ; *') and by that of Brigade>mi|Jor 
Tallmadge, of General Wadsworth's Brigade, himself a participant in the 
aflUr on the Plain and in the discreditable retreat, {Memoir of Ookmel 
Bei^mniim TdUmadget prepared by himself, 13 ;) for both of which see 
pages 260, 261, ante. 

> The Returns of the strength of these several Regiments, on the 
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commanded bf Colonel Donop, each or all of whom 
could Dot have contained len than six hundred 











N 




w 








i 


1 




1 


1 

i 


1 

1 


B 


Mil 
















IS 1 4M ATI 




















































81 




1« 


141, 9S 




















It 


i 


" 




M! ax 


8 se? 67» 




'"i" 


181 


luz »§| sii< seu 


M es613«ll 






rtTsd lh< Bitlla, ind, fit. 



It will be SHE 
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tvtj-tma PrfTfttH, prH0Dt muA fit Tor dnt 
daji mftor that VTfiul, v«m mm-nBd ■■ all 
hul (iMlJiMd, In Itai KlIOD, «d the pnlMbla atatnca sT amua, on U 
oecadoD, mnit ba taken Into Ue acaniDl; ud wa balieTe that the ng 
bar oT OmDWe and Printaa irho weia actuiUlj aaii«ad naa about II 

Oordon, {Bttot cf On ^marleoa Btialiitia*, 11., 341,) reduced the du 

• Not, then. In tba eervlce. 

t "Qiiiiir>l Uncaln'i MJUCIi from HmwAiiaaKa, ao acattarad ■ 
" ifnorant of the formi of Jfili jn. that nana can ba (ol." 

t In the oilcliua Stlma, the total of Rank and rile b etalad at ft 
WB taaia bHn uuabla to aaeartaJii when IhH amH- in the datalla, ia. 

1 In the orfglDal RatDrna. the total of Bank and File i> ilMad at 31 
wa bale beta nnabia to aKandn whan the emc in Iba detail^ la. 



Officen and Privates, making an aggrt^te of ahout 
seven thouBa'nd, five hundred effective men.* 

The loss austained by the Americans was not as 
great as was, at first, supposed* — the return to the 
Camp of the greater number of the fugitive New Eng- 
landers reduced the supposed loatee iVom " between 
"four or five hundred in killed, wounded, and misa- 
" ing," which was the first estimate, to twenty -two 
killed, tweoty-fouT wounded, and one missing, in the 
detachment commaaded by General Spencer;' and, 
exclusive of the losses sustained by the Regiments 
commanded, respectively, by Ckilonels Haslet and 
Brooks, of which no Returns have been found, the loss 
of those who were on the top of the hill and who 
fopght the battle, was two Captains, four Sergeants, 
one Corporal, and eighteen Privates, killed ; one Col- 
onel, three Lieutenanls, one Ensign, four Sergeants, 
and forty-three Privates,, wounded ; and sixteen Pri- 



of UioH who r«>uUned, aflar the HiUtia had giien waf , < 

1 man; Chlaf-Jnitlca Huahall. {mglitr^ of Ottrfi H 

,) and Doctor C^iarfea. {Ufr ef ansrsi Wuiliaigl«', IM.) aach with tha 

en of Oennal WaidilcEton befbn him, italed the force under Oen- 



which he had thua emplojed ; i 



qalrsd to take and ocrupj Chattartan'e-hlll, when diverted for that 
purpm, BO KiwU]' vrakencd tha Kojal Arm;, then on tb* White 
Flalna, that " It waa obilaua that the latter cuuld no luu|er aipedleDtl j 
"attempt anrlhlnjf agalnat the anamy'a" \tlu AmerUaru']*' main 
•'body." 

Wa ma)i be allowsd lo njr, In thia connexion, that Ihe pncllK of 
that[ieriod,lBiiuklntnMntliin of theetnngth of delachniania or of that 
of the ArmT Ibelf, wae to inclnda odI; the Bank and file, excluding 
the ODninlKloiuid OIBcsn. the Staff, and the non-oomm Moped ORceri, 
all of tham. to acme siteot, a( Isaat, effmUis Bghtlng men. 

■ Oompan the letter from Calonel Robert E. Harrlion, Iba SMntarji 
ofOenanl WagblogtoD,tothaPreaidentoftheCon|[reaa,dated "Whiti- 
" Pl.ik«,» October, irrn," wlU) Oenenl V 
•aua, dalad ■■ WHITi-PLUHg, S NoTembtr, 1718," I 
heaald, "I ani happy lo Inform you, that. In the e 
" day ae'Dnlght, T have reaaoo to twlieve our loia w 
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yateSf missing^ — among those who were killed were 
Captains Bracoo and Scott, of Colonel Smallwood's 
Regiment; and, among those who were wounded, were 
Colonel Smallwood and Lieutenants Goldsmith and 
Waters, of the same Regiment. ' General Howe re- 
ported to the Home Government, eyidently including 
all who were captured in Westchester-county, that 
one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Quarter-master, 
and thirty-five Privates were taken, "October 12 — 
" White Plains ; " ' but we have no means for ascer- 
taining who of these were taken prisoners on the 
twenty-eighth of October. The loss sustained by the 
Second Brigade of British troops, commanded by Gen- 
eral Leslie, was Lieutenant-colonel Carr,Captains Deer- 
ing and Gtore, Lieutenant Jocelyn, Ensign Eagle, oiu 
Sergeant, and twenty-nine Rank and File,* killed; 
Lieutenant-colonel Walcott,' Captain Fitzgerald, Cap- 
tain-lieutenant Massey,* Lieutenants Taylor, Banks, 
and Roberts, twelve Sergeants, and one hundred and 
two Rank and File, ^ wounded ; and two Rank and 
File, ^ missing. ' The three Regiments composing the 



1 The following table will show the loaee which were sustained by each 
of the several Regiments who were posted on the hill. 
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Doctor Pine, in his letter to Janies Tilghman, dated "Camp at tuk 
" WHrrK-PLAiNS, November 7, 1776," Said, " the number of killed and 
"wonnded, as the report is, in the Oamp, amounts only to about ninety ; 
" but from the wonnded I saw, myself, in the hospital and at^acent 
** houites, there must, at least, be an hundred and thirty wounded. The 
** number of killed I don*t know." 

* Letter to a GeiUleman in Annapolis, dated " Whitb-Plainb, October 2\ 
"1776;" published in The PeniufflvaHia JoMrnoJ, No. 1771, Philadkl- 
PHIA, Wednesday, November 13, 1776, and in Force's Amerietm Archivee, 
v., ii., 1284 ; Lieutenont-eolonel OiU to the Maryland Ommea qf Safety, 
"Camp bipori the Whitk-Plains, 2 November, 1776 ; ** etc. 

*Belum of JMmmen taken durittg the Oampaiffn, 1776, signed by " Jos- 
" Loring, Commissary of Prisoners," appended to General Howe's de- 
spatch to Lord Oeoige Oermaine, dated ** Nkw-Tobk, 3 December, 1776." 

4 In General Leslie's Return, the killed were stated to have been only 
twenty*two Rank and File. 

A In General Leslie's Jfetem, no mention was made of a Field-officer of 
the Filth Regiment having been wounded. 

* In General Leslie's Retttm of Officers wounded, Captain Mssney's name 
is among those of the Lieutenants, although the tabular statement re- 
turns him as a Captain, in which it agrees with General Howe's Report. 
He was a Captain-Lieutenant. 

T In General Leslie's Return^ the wonnded were slated to hare num- 
bered one hundred and twelve Rank and File. 

* In General Leslie's Reiur*, no mention was made of any mining Rank 
and File. 

*In this statement, we have followed General Howe's Return of Com- 



Brigade commanded by Colonel Rail sustained a loss 
of eight Rank and File, killed ; Lieutenant Muhlhau- 
sen, one Sergeant, and forty-four Rank and File, 
wounded; and one horse, killed. The Regiment of 
Chasseurs 'and the four Regiments of Grenadiers — 
one of them, probably, the half-drowned forlorn-hope 
— composing the Brigade commanded by Colonel 
Donop, sustained a loss of four Rank and File, killed; 
Captain De Westerhagen, Lieutenant De Rau, and 
fourteen Rank and File, wounded ; and two Rank and 
File, missing. ^* 

As far as our knowledge of it extends, history is 
wholly silent, concerning the influences which con- 
trolled General Washington and concerning the ob- 
jects which he had in view, when he determined to 
occupy Chatterton's-hill, with so large a proportion 
of his already feeble and uncertain Army, including 
three of the best, if not the best three, of his Regi- 
ments;" and, especially, at a later hour, when, at 
a critical moment and in the face of an overwhelming 
enemy, he determined, also, to strengthen the force 
whom he had already sent, and to hold the position, 
at all hazards, sending, for those purposes, another 
very strong detachment of those troops in whom he 
reposed his greatest confidence, as soldiers, and whom 
he could ill-spare from the insufficiently manned lines 
which he, himself, was then occupying. 

At best, Chatterton's-hill, at that time, was an iso- 
lated position ; beyond the American lines ; too dis- 
tant to be supported from the main body, in the pres- 
ence of an enemy occupying the Plains, unless in 
force and at great risk ; with no line of communica- 
tion with the main body, which was not commanded 
by the enemy ; and with no opening for a retreat of 
the occupying force, in case of a disaster, unless to 
the westward, into the neighboring hills of Green- 
burgh, which were already occupied by the fugitive 
New Englandeis whom General Spencer had at- 
tempted to command. It could hardly be considered, 
therefore, with any degree of propriety, as anything 
else than a detached and independent position, form- 



* No Returns from these Regiments have been found. 



mieeioned and Non-commmioned OJioem, Rank and File, A'ltisd, Wounded^ 
and Mieeing, etc., appended to his despatch to Lord George Germatne, 
dated "New-York, 3 December, 1776." We have compared it with the 
Return of the KQled and Wounded of the Second Brigade, etc., made by 
General Leslie ; and find that, although the details of the claasiflcations 
differ, the aggregate of the British loss is the same — one hundred and 
fifty-seven Offlcers and Men. 

10 General Howe'g Return of Comnueeioned and Non oommiteioned Officer*, 
Rank atid File, Killed, Wounded, aud Weeing, upended to his despatch 
to Lord George Germain*, dated "Nrw-Yokk, 3 December, 1776." 

It is proper for us to say, however, that that Return included all 
the losses sustained by the Regiments referred to, from the nineteenth to 
the twenty-eighth of October, both these dates included ; and it is possi- 
ble, therefore, that some of the casualties named In the text were sus- 
tained elsewhere than on or near Chatterton's-hiU. We have no means 
for ascertaining their exact losses, on the twenty-eighth of October. 

11 We are not insensible that Stedman, In hi<i Hieiorg of the American 
War, ({., 214,) said "the reason of their " [the American*,] "occupying 
" this posture," [on Chattertan'e-hOl,] " is inexplicable, unless it be diat 
"they could not be contained within the works of their Camp;** bat 
the reason assigned was too evidently ridiculous to be regarded with the 
slightest respect 
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ing no portion of the American lines ; and nothing 
else than a supposition, on the part of (xeneral Wash- 
ington's advisers and on that of the General himself, 
that the continued occupation of it was absolutely es- 
sential to the safety of the main body, in the position 
which it then occupied, could possibly have led him 
to make such a costly and hazardous experiment, un- 
der the existing circumstances and in the immediate 
presence of such an overwhelming enemy, as the con- 
tinued occupation and defence of Chatterton's-hill. 
But General Washington had evidently planned bet- 
ter than he knew ; and, in the providence of Gkn), 
some results which were more beneficial to the 
Americans than any which he had conceived and 
hoped for, were unquestionably derived from that 
seemingly unpromising experiment of occupying and 
holding that exceedingly exposed position, on the 
western bank of the Bronx ; among which results, in 
America, we may mention the efiect of that occupa- 
tion, as an apparent menace against the left flank and 
rear of the Royal Army, in whatever movement that 
Army, under General Howe, should make against the 
American lines ; the delay in that evidently projected 
movement of the Royal Army, to enable its command- 
ing General to remove what appeared to have been a 
dangerous element from Chatterton's-hill — a delay 
which enabled the Americans to strengthen their de- 
fensive works and to become better prepared for de- 
fending them, whenever the Royal Army should move 
against them ; — ^and the reduction of that great Army, 
which was, then, in front of the American lines, and 
ready to move against them, for the purpose of assault- 
ing the Americans who had occupied the hill as well 
for that of holding the hill, subsequently, which re- 
duction of the strength of his main body compelled 
General Howe to wait for the arrival of reinforcements, 
to abandon his intention to assault the works which 
sheltered the main body of the American Army, and, 
finally, to retire from Westchester-county — the first- 
mentioned of which consequences affording still 
further time and opportunities to General Washing- 
ton and his feeble command : the latter two affording to 
the Americans, everywhere, the 6claty as well as some 
of the advantages, of better generalship and of conse- 
quent success. All these, among other not much less- 
important results, although they were probably hid- 
den from General Washington, when he devised and 
ordered the movement, were, unquestionably, among 
the results, in America, of that ** inexplicable " occu- 
pation of Chatterton's-hill, on the morning of the 
twenty-eighth of October^ 1776 : with the results, in 
Europe, of that occupation, we have nothing to do, in 
this place.^ 

1 In our preparation of thiH doKripUon of the engagement on Chatter- 
tonVhill, generally called " The Batti.k np Whitk-Plains,** we have 
examined and nsed The Diary of Darid How ; the Letter from the WhUe 
Piama, dated October 28, 1776, published in The Pemuylvania Jonmaly No. 
1770, Philadelphia, Wednesday, Norember 6, 1776 ; the Letter from the 
WhUe-PlaiWj dated October 28, 177G, at two o'clock, P.M., published in 



As we have elsewhere stated, the advancing columns 
of the Royal Army had been formed, in line, with the 
Right resting on the road leading from the White 
Plains to Mamaroneck, and the Left resting on the 



The l^nneyloanki Evening Poet, YoL XL, No. 278, Philadklphia, Thurs- 
day, Octolier 31, 1776, and in The Penneytpania Journal, No. 1770, Phila- 
delphia, November 6, 1776 ; the Letter of Colonel Robert H. Harrimm to 
the Preeideni of (he Cmigieea, dated '* White-Plainu, October 29,1776 ; " 
\Yi9 LeUertoaGentiemanin Annapoli*, dated " WnrrE-PLAiNS, October 
-< 20, 1776," published in The PMiuylcania Jonrnal, No. 1771, Philadel- 
phia, Wednesday, November 13, 1776 ; the Letter from the Camp, dated 
White-Plaikb, October 29, 1776, published in The Freeman' » Journal, or 
yewHampehire Oazette, Vol. I., No. 26, Pobtsxovth, Tuesday, Novem- 
t)er 19, 1776 ; General Order of Ute Army, in the case of Ck>loneI Webb, 
" Head-quabters, White-Plains, October 29, 1776 ; " Lieutenant colonel 
TOghman's letter to WHItam Doer, dated "Head-<)cartbr8, White- 
"Plains, October 29, 1776; ** the eame to hu father, dated "W^hits- 
" Plains, October 31, 1776;*' the LeUerfrom Stanford, dated October 
30, 1776, published in The Freeman's Journal, or New-Hampehire GuzeUe, 
Vol. I., No. 26, PoRTSMoiTTH, Tueeday, November 12, 1776 ; the Letter of 
Colonel Robert if. Harrwon to General Schnyfer, *' Whitb-Plaixh, VtfVfna- 
**berl, 1776;" the Letter from a Gentleman in the Army, dated *' Camp 
'* NEAR the Mills, about three miles North of the White Plains, 
-' November 1, 1776," published in The Penneylmnia Erening Poet^ Vol. II., 
No. 280, Philadelphia, Thursday, November 14, 1776, in Force's ^fii«r- 
icon Arehieee, V., iii., 471-474, and, in a mutilated form, in Frank Moore's 
Diary of the American Reeolution, 1., 335-337 ; Colonel Robert H. Harrinon^e 
letter to Governor TrumbtiJl, dated " White-Plains, November 2, 1776 ; " 
fjieutenant'colonel Tdghmant leUer to William Duer, dated "Head-qvar- 
"tebs, near White-Plains, Novembers, 1776;" Oolonel GisCe letter 
to the Maryland OouncU of Safety, dated "Gamp before the White- 
" Plains, 2 November, 1776 ; " Genend Waahington'$ letter to the Preei- 
dent of the (hngreee, dated '* White-Plains, November 6, 1776 ; " Qtlonel 
Robert H. Harrieon'e letter to Governor J^mbuU, dated *' White-Plains, 
"Noveml)er6, 1776;" Colonel Haslets letter to General Ctumr Rodney, 
dated '* November 12, 1776 ; " Doctor Pine'e leUer to James TUghman, 
dated "Camp at the White-Plains, November 7, 1776;" General 
Howe's despatch to Ixtrd George Germaine, dated ** Nbw-Tork, November 
'*30, 1776;'* the Ijetter of WOHam Harrison to the Maryland CouncU 
of Safety, dated "Qeokuetown, Kent-tountt, 28th November, 
"1776;" GenertU Returns of the Army, September 21, October 5, and 
November 3, 1776; Returns of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, [in the 
American Army,] in seoeral Actions, published in Force's American Archr 
ices, v., iii., 715-730; Return of Commissioned and Non-commissioned Of- 
ficers and Rank and File, KSled, Wounded, and Missing, from the llth Sep- 
tember to the IQth November, inclusive, appended to General Howe's despatch 
to Lord George Germaine, ** Nkw-York, 3 December, 1776 ; " Sauthier's 
Plan of the Operations of the King's Army under the Command of Sir Wil- 
liam Ho%ve, K.B., in New- York and EaM New- Jersey against the American 
Forces commanded by General Washington, from the I2th of October to the 
2»th of November, 1776 ; A Plan of the Country from Frog's Point to Crottm 
River; The Eiamination of Joseph GaUoway, Esq., before a Committee of 
the House of Commons ; [Galloway's] Leitert to a Nobleman ; The Narrative 
of Sir WiUiam Howe, . . triih some Observations upon a pamphlet enti- 
tled Letten to a Nobleman ; [Galloway's] Reply to the Observations of 
Lleut.-6en. Sir William Howe, on a pamphlet entitled Letters to a Noble- 
man ; Almon's Ptrliamentary Register, Volumes XT., XII., and XIII.; 
The Annual Register for 1776 ; The Hietory of the War in America, Edit^ 
Dublin : 1719; [Hall's] History of the Civd War in America ; Essais histor- 
iques etpoUtiques sur la Rr'vohUum de rAmerique Septentrionale, par M. Hll 
Hard d'Aubertouil ; Andrews's History of the War teith America, France, 
Spain, and Holland; Soul6«'s Histoire des Troubles de VAmtritiue Anglaise ; 
Gordon's History of (he American Revolution ; Ramsey's History of the 
American Revolution; Murray's [mparlial History of (he War in America; 
Stcdman's HiMory of Oie War in America; Memoirs of McQor-general 
Heath ; Chas et Lobruu's Histoire poUtique eiphilosophique de la Revolution de 
rAmMi/ue Septentrionale; Marshall's Ltfe of George Washington ; Warren's 
History of (he Americtm Revolution ; Adolphus's History of England ; Ser- 
geant Lamb's Jourmd of Occurrences during the hUe American War; Hum- 
phreys's Ij{fe of General Putnam ; Paul Allen's History of the American 
Revolution; Morse's Annals of the American Revolution; Bamsay's JAfeof 
George Washington; Pitkin's PolUical and Cinl History of the United States 
of America ; Sparks's Writings of George Washington ; Dunlap's History of 
New York; Sparks's Life of George Washington ; Lossing's Seventeen hum- 
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Bronx ; and that it had been baited, within a mile of 
the American lines, to enable a heavy detachment of 
both British and Hessian troops to dispossess a body 
of American troops who had occupied Chatterton's- 
hill, and who appeared to menace the left flank and 
rear of the Left, in its proposed movement against 
the American lines.^ The result of that assault on 
Chatterton's-hill has, also, been duly noticed ; '^ but 
the success of that movement did not disturb the main 
body, who remained, resting on its arms, where it had 
been halted, during the remainder of the day and 
throughout the following night; and, there, ''with 
'' very little alteration, '^ it encamped, on the following 
day * — it had been so much reduced, in effective 
strength, by the withdrawal of the assaulting parties, 
and, as was said by an intelligent officer, '* the diffi- 
" culty of co-operation between the Left and Right 
'' wings of our Army was such, that it was obvious 
** that the latter could no longer expediently attempt 
''anything against the enemy's main body." * It ap- 
pears, however, that the Right of the Royal Army, 
who was not expected to participate in the proposed 
assault on the American lines, and who was not con- 
cerned in the assault on Chatterton's-hill, further 
than to detach the Hessians commanded by Colonel 
Donop, who were in that wing of the Army, for the 
purpose of assisting in that important operation, was 
not inclined to rest, as the Left of the Army had been 
ordered to do and had done ; and a portion of it, at 
least, was moved forward, on the main road of the 
Village, in front of the Left of the American lines, 
which was occupied, as the reader will remember, by 
the Division commanded by General Heath.^ 

We have been told that the advancing column was 



dred and wventy'rix ; Campbeirs RetchUionary Services and OSrtZ L^e of 
General WQUam HuO; Hinnian's Hittorical OoUectiou of the pari mutnined 
bg (\>niieetietU^ during the War of the lievolution; Lonlng's PUUorial 
Field-book of the Recolvtion ; Hildreth's Hiatory of the United Stuiee of 
America; Irving'i Li/e o/ George Washington; HABilllon* a Hietory of the 
RepubUc of the United States of America^ as traced in the Writingt of Alex- 
ander Hamilton; Dawson's MHittiry lietrents through Weslchester-eonntfft in 
1776, (an unpublished maniucript ;) "UooTe'e Diary of the Ameriatn Neva- 
lution ; Memoir of Colonel Benjamin Tallmadgr, prepared by himself, at 
the request of his Children ; Dawson's B/itOes of the United StaieSf by Sea 
and Land; Stark's Menunr and OfficitU Correspondence of Geu. JohnStark, 
with Notices of . . . and of Colonel Robert Rogers ; Oreeuei'B The L{fe 
of Nathanael Greene, Mtyor-general in the Army of the Revolution, Edit. 
New- York : 1867 ; Drake's Life and Correspondence of Henry Knox, 
Major-general in the Reeolutionary Army ; Jones's History of New York 
during the Revolniionary War, and de Lancey's Notes on that work ; Ban- 
croft's History of the Ihtited Statee, both the original and the centenary 
editions ; Bolton's History of Westchcster-couaty, both editions ; Tarbox's 
Ltfe of Israel Putnttm ; Oarrington's Buttles of the Ameriam Revolution; 
and Ridpath's History of the United States. 

Thoee works, bearing on the subject, in the Oomian language, which are 
in our own library, were put away, and could not bo reached without 
undue labor ; and we were not physically able to go elsewhere, to con- 
sult them. For those reasons, they have nut been examined. 

1 Vide pages 262, 263, 264, ante. 

* Vide pages 266-268, ante. 

» General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Nkw-York, 30 November, 
" 1776 ; " Stedman's History of the American War, L, 216; [Hall's] Htstory 
of the Ckfil War in America, i., 209 ; etc. 

* Stedman's History of the American War, i., 215. 
& Memoirs of Major-general Heath, 78. 



led by a detachment of about twenty Light Dragoons, 
capering and brandishing their sabres, who leaped the 
fence of a wheat-field, situated at the foot of the hill 
on which the Regiment commanded by Colonel Mal- 
colm had been posted.' The horsemen evidently sup- 
posed the hill was unoccupied ; and, it is probable, 
they expected to turn the flank of the American lines, 
and to secure an easy victory ; but Lieutenant Fenno 
and his field-piece were also on ** the South brow of 
''the hill;''^ and, when the horsemen approached, 
he gave them a shot which, " by striking in the midst 
" of them," killed one of them." The troop was im- 
mediately " wheeled, short about, and galloped out of 
" the field as fast as they came in ; rode behind a little 
" hill, in the road ; and faced about ; " the other por- 
tions of the column, at the same time, as they suc- 
cessively came up, wheeling to the left, by platoons ; 
and, passing through a gateway or bars, directed 
their march, westward, to the place where the Left 
of the Army had been halted.' With that move- 
ment of the extreme Right of the Army, and with 
that of the Hessian and British troops, on the high 
grounds, on the western bank of the Bronx, on its 
extreme Left, already mentioned, the Royal Army 
closed the operations of the day. 

It is undoubtedly true that the delay which was pro- 
duced by the halt of the Royal Army, on the Plain, was 
the salvation of the American Army, within the lines ; 
since it afforded time for strengthening the works be- 
hind which the latter was, then, posted, and for prepar- 
ing it for falling back, soon afterwards, and occupying 
another position, which would be more defensible and 
not so accessible to the King's troops. But it is scarcely 
true that, since the morning of the preceding day, the 
Americans had ''drawn back their encampment '' and 
'* strengthened their lines 'by additional works," to 
such an extent, in either instance, that "the designed 
" attack upon them," on the morning after the engage- 
ment, [ Tuesday, October 29,] need have been "deferred," 
for no other reasons than these, notwithstanding Gen- 
eral Howe is reported to have informed the Home 
Government that such had been the case ^' — ^the re- 
ported withdrawal of the American encampment was, 
probably, nothing more than the removal of the 
Stores, back, to the high grounds of Newcastle, which 
was commenced on that day ; ^^ and, notwithstanding 



Vide page 252, ante. 

7 Ibid. 

9 In the Reinm of the KUled, Wounded^ and Missing, of the Royal Army, 
appended to Genera! Howe's despatch to Lord George Germaine, dated 
*'Nkw-Tork, 3 December, 1776," it was stated that the only one 
of cither of the two Regiments of the Light Dragoons then in 
America, who was killed, from the nineteenth to the twenty-eighth of 
October, inclusive, was one Bank and File, of the Seventeenth Regi* 
ment ; and, very probably, that one was the same to whom we have re- 
ferred, in the text. 

* Memoirs of Megor general Heath, 78. 

10 General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Nkw-York, 30 November, 
**1776." 

11 David How's Diary, October 29 and 30, 1776. 

See, also, Lieutenant- c<Uonel TUghman to his father, ** White Plains, 31 
** October, 1776 " ; Memoirs of Major-general Heath, 79 ; etc. 
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the interval had been undoubtedly occupied by the 
Americans, in industriously strengthening their posi- 
tion, they could scarcely have made defensible and 
formidable what, only a few hours previous, had been 
hardly respectable. Indeed, at no time, even under 
the most favorable circumstances, were the defences 
of the American lines, immediately above the Plains, 
in any respect formidable ; and the center, where the 
post-road passed through them, was decidedly the 
weakest portion. They had been hastily constructed, 
without the superintendence of experienced Engi- 
neers. The stony soil prevented the ditch from being 
made of any troublesome depth or the parapet of a 
troublesome height : the latter was not fraised : only 
where it was least needed — probably because the con- 
struction of it, elsewhere, had been interfered with — 
was there the slightest appearance of an abatis.^ 
There was little foundation, therefore, for General 
Howe's transparent excuses; and it would have 
been more creditable to his candor, had he told 
the true reason for his failure to assault the lines, 
on the morning after the Battle and while the 
troops who had been designated to make the as- 
sault, with their line unbroken, were resting on 
their arms, within a mile and in open sight from the 
works which they were expecting to assault, and 
ready to move against them, at a moment's notice — 
the fact was simply this, as we have already seen,' 
" the Army could no longer expediently attempt 
"anything against the enemy's" [the Americans*'] 
" main body ; " and it was necessary that it should be 
reinforced, before the Americans should be attacked. 
During Tuesday, the twenty-ninth of October, as 
we have seen, the Royal Army, "with very little al- 
" teration "in its position, encamped on the Plain, 
and awaited the arrival of reinforcements ; ' and, not- 
withstanding the loss of Chatterton's-hill, in the 
opinion of some of the American OflSicers,^ had made 

1 In this deocrlpdon of the character of the American defeneea, we have 
followed Stedman, {Hidory of the AtturuxM War^ i., 213,) who was 
probably preeent, in the Bojal Army. 

We are not inaen«ible that Bancroft, {HUtorp of the Unittd Btate», origi- 
nal edition, ix., 180 ; the nine, centenary edition, v., 444,) has so framed 
bis sentence that his readers most suppose the abatis was as extended as 
the *' lines of entrenchments ;" but the feebleness of tlie Army and the 
scarcity of teams coold not have secured so great a work, in so short a 
time ; neither General Washington nor General Heath nor Geneml 
Knox, among the Americans, nor General Howe nor General Lord 
Comwallis, among the King's troops, all of whom hare more or less 
described the American defenses, has made the slightest allusiun to 
such a general defense, before (he long line of American entrenchments ; 
and Stedman expressly stated that "the point of the hill, on theenemy'g 
" ri^t,'* [Ikat o» the lime of th« HarUm Railroad, immtdiaUiy norihuford 
from the JtaUroadttation,] ** exceedingly steep and rocky, was covered by 
" a strong abatis in ftont of the entrenchment," the Tery place, as we 
have said in the text, where such an additional mean of defense was 
least needed. For these reasons, we prefer to believe that the American 
lines were not, generally, furnished with an abatis. 

* Vide page 272, ante. 

s General Howe to Lord George Oermain*y *' Nbw-Tork, 30 November, 
•• 1776." 

« General Heath said, {Memoire, 79,) '*the British having got posses- 
*' sion of this hill, it gave them a vast advantage of the American lines, 
"almost down to the center;'* and General Knox, in a letter to his 
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it necessary for the American Army to abandon the 
position, the work of strengthening its lines was con- 
tinued, with unabated industry.^ 

During Wednesday, the thirtieth of October, the 
King's troops were occupied in throwing up some 
defensive works and redoubts, on the Plain, in front 
of the American lines,* and an entrenchment on the 
summit of Chatterton's-hill ; ^ and, during the afcer- 
noon of the same day, four Regiments, from the lines 
on New- York-island,^ and two Regiments of the Sixth 
Brigade, who had been posted at Mamaroneck, 
after the Queen's Bangers had been so '^ roughly 



brother, dated "Nkar Wiiitb-Plains, 32 milks rsoic New- York, 1 
" Nov : 1776,*' said "the enemy's having possession of this hill obliged 
" us to abandon some slight lines thrown up on the White Plains." 

s There was something which required explanation in what was written 
by General Washington's Secretary and, undoubtedly, with his ap- 
proval, to the President of the Congress, when he said, " Our poet, from 
" its situation, is not so advantageous as could be wished ; and was only 
" Intended as temporary and occasional, till the Stores belonging to the 
" Army, which had been deposited, here, could be removed." — {Oohttfl 
Robert H. Harrieon to (he PreeidmU of the Omgreety " Whiti-PlainS, 29 
" October, 1776," 

" The Stores belonging to the Army," at that time and for some time 
previous, had not been so abundant as to have been burdensome ; aad. 
If there had been Judicious oversight, they could have been carried a 
couple of miles further, to a place of greater safety, when they were 
carried to the White Plains, saving the repeated re-handling of them 
and the construction of two distinct lines of works for nothing else than 
for the "temporary and occasional " protection of them. 

There is, generally, a prodigality in the expenditure of both money 
and materials and labor, in all which relates to Armies ; but there seems 
to have been an excess of prodigality in the use of all these, of which 
the American Army had such an insufBcient supply, if the only purpose 
of the two lines of entrenchments, one at the foot and the other on the 
crest of the high grounds, at the White Plains, had been only for the 
" temporary and occasional " protection of a few Stores, handled and re- 
handled, over and over again, the whole of which could have been con- 
sumed by the Army, in less than six days, probably in half that time.* 

If there had been, in fact, no other reason ttian these, for occupying 
and fortifying that position, there was reason for General George Clin- 
ton's doubts, when he wrote, ** UncoTered, as we are ; daily on fatigue ; 
"making redoubts, fl4ches, abatis, and lines; and retreating trom 
" them and the little temporary huts made for our comfort, before they 
" are well finished, I fear, will ultimately destroy our Army, without 
" fighting." ..." However, I would not be understood to con- 
** demn measures. They may be right, for aught I know. I do not un- 
" derstand much of the refined art of War : it is said to consist of 
*' strategem and deception." — {General George Clinton to John McKeeeon, 
*' Camp near the White-Plains, October 31, 1776.") 

« Colonel Robert H. Barrinon to the Preeident of the Congreee, *' White- 
** Plains, October 31, 1776 ;" Letter from a Oentlemau in the Army, dated 
"Camp near the Mili^s, about three miles North or the White - 
" Plains, November 1, 1776,'* published in The Penneyleania Evening 
J\m<,Vo1.II., No. 2S0, Philadelphia, Thursday, November 1 1, 1776 ; Me- 
moire of General Heath, 80 ; etc. 

T Lieutenant-colond Giatto (he Maryland Covnctt of Bafety, **Camp 
'* BEFORE the White-Plains, 2 November, 1776." 

• Vide page 230, ante. 
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• " His," [Geturai WaehingUm'e,^ " apprehensions are exceedingly 
great lest the Army should suffer much for want of necessary supplies 
" of Provisions, especially in the article of Flour. From the best in- 
" telUgence he is able to obtain, there is not more in Camp and at the 
" several places where it has been deposited, than will serve the Army 
" longer than four or five days, provided the utmost care and economy 
"were used in issuing it out; but, froiu the waste and embeaslement, 
** for want of proper attention to it, as it is reported to him, it is nut 
" probable that it will last so long."— (Cblonef Robert U. HarriMon to 
OoUmel Joeeph Tmmbull, Commissary-general of lYovisions, " Wiiitb- 
" Plains, November 1, 1776.") 
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'* handled" by the Americans/ joined the main 
body of the Army, on the Plain, for the reinforce- 
ment of it.' 

During the same day, [^Wednesday y October 30,] 
the Americans were not idle — they probably kept up 
an appearance of continuing their labor in strength- 
ening their works, while they were, also, preparing 
for an abandonment of them ; ' but no official record 
has come down to us, concerning their doings, on 
that day. 

Having been strengthened by the addition of six 
fresh and effective Regiments to his already powerful 
command, Oeneral Howe determined to attack the 
American lines, on the following day, [^Thursday ^ 
October 31 ; ] and, for that purpose, all necessary pre- 
parations were duly made ; but the preceding night 
and the morning of that day were very rainy ; and the 
proposed movement was necessarily postponed.^ 

During the same day, IThursday, October 31,] the 
Americans remained within their works, quietly pre- 
paring for the abandonment of them and carefully 
watching every movement of their enemy. 

Supposing that one of the objects of General Howe 
was to turn the flank of the lines ; to seize the bridge 
over the Croton-river ; and, thereby, to cut off* the 
communication of the Army with the upper country, 
General Washington detached General Rezin Beall, 
with three fine Regiments of Marylanders, to occupy 
that very important pass; and General Lord Stirling 
was ordered, with the Brigade which he commanded, 
" to keep pace with the enemy's left flank, and to 
** push up, also, to Croton-river, should he plainly 
" perceive that the enemy's route lays that way." * 
At the same time that the Army was being rapidly 
diminished by the desertions of the Militia,' to say 
nothing of stragglers,'' those who remained at their 



1 Vide page 253, ante. 

> Oeneral Hovm to Lord George Crermaine^ ^ Nxw-Torr, 30 November, 
« 1776;*' [Hall's] HiMtory of the avU War in AmerieOy 1., 209 ; Stednian'a 
Hittorp of the American War^ i., 216 ; etc. 

s How's Diary f October 30 ; LtUsr frcm Lieutenant colonel TUgkmoM to 
hie father, " WHiTa-PLAwe, 31 October, 1776." 

* General Howe to Lord George CfernuUne^ ** Nkw-Yokk, 30 November, 
" 1776 ;** [Hairs] History of the Cunl War in America, i., 209 ; Stedman's 
Hietory of the American War, 1., 216 ; etc. 

^ Ueutenant-coUmel TQghman to William Dif«r, "Whitb-Plaims, Octo- 
"bor31,1776.'» 

0*'Oiir Army is decreasiDg, fast: several gentlemen who have come 
" to Camp, within a few days, have observed large nnmbers of Militia 
" retnming home, on the different roads." — {Colonel Robert H. Harrieon 
to the iVemdmt of the Congreee, *' White-Plainb, October 31, 1776.") 

"It" fa reii^orcement,] **will arrive, very seasonably, and in part 
"make up for the deficiency occasioned by daily desertions of our men, 
** who are returning to their homes in the most scandalous and infamous 
*' manner. The roads are crowded with them." — {Colonel Robert H. 
Harrieon to Governor IVumbull, ** White-Plains, November 2, 1776.") 

1 ** The General, in a ride he took, yesterday, to reconnoitre the 
" grounds about this, was surprised and shocked to find both Officers 
*' and Soldiers straggling all over the country, under one idle pretence 
** or other, when they cannot tell the hour or minute the Gamp may be 
** attacked, and their services indispensably necessary. He once more 
** positively orden that neither Officer or Soldier shall stir out of Camp, 
** without leave:. . . " ((TmenoU Orders " Hxai>h)VabTrr0) Whit< 
" Plaims, October 31, 1776.") 



post were evidently diligently employed in preparing 
to move to a new position^ — an operation in which 
the great scarcity of teams added, very greatly, to the 
personal labor of the men ® — ^and, during the follow- 
ing night, that of Thursday, the thirty-first of Octo- 
ber,* the entire line of the Army, taking the extreme 
left of the line for the pivot," swung back, from the 
lines which it had constructed, with so much labor, 
on the high grounds, above the Plains, until its rear 
rested on the more advantageous high grounds of 
Northcastle ; " within a mile from the position which 
it had abandoned ; " and authoritatively described as 
" grounds which were strong and advantageous, and 
" such as they," [the King's troops,'] " could not have 
** gained without much loss of blood, in case an 
" attempt had been made."" 
A strong party was left in possession of the lines 



8 Colonel RobeH H. Harrieon to (he President of the Oongreee, " Whits- 
*• Plains, October 31, 1776." 

•Chief Justice Manhall, {Lsfe of George Waehinglon, 11., 606,) stated, in 
harmony with wliat General Howe also stated in his despatches to Lord 
George Germaine, {vide page 272, ante,) that the American Army was 
withdrawn from the lines on the night after the engagement on Chat- 
terton's-hill ; and that it was moved, a second time, during the night of 
the thirty first of October, to the high grounds of Northcastle, which he 
erroneously supposed to have been five milee from the White Plaina. 

We cannot reconcile either of these statements, without some qualifi- 
cation, with well-known facts which indicate, lieyond a peradventure, 
that the lines which the main body had occupied, from the beginning, 
were fully occupied until the evening of the thirty-first of October, as 
stated in the text ; and we await the appearance of new evidence which 
can throw more light on the subject, without permitting our own welt- 
considered convictions to be, in the meantime, disturbed by what ap- 
pears to have been written ambiguously. 

10** The left of onrGenemrs Division was not to move; but the re- 
**maiDder of his Division and all the other Divisions of the Army 
** were to fall back and form," on that stationery pivot, {Memoire of 
General Heath, 79;) the whole occupying a new line, without having 
disturbed the relative positions of auy of the Regiments or Divisions of 
whom the Army was composed. 

n Gordon's History of the American Revolution, 11., 343, 344 ; Marshairs 
Ltfe of George Washington, ii., 606 ; Oeneral Hove to Lord George Ger- 
9JMSIM, ** New-Yobk, 30 November, 1776 ; " [Hairs] History of ae Civil 
War in America, i., 210 ; Stedman*s History of the American War, i., 216 ; 
etc. 

i> Hail and Stedman erronoualy supposed the new position was North 
of the Croton-river. General Howe, very accurately, stated it was **one 
"mile back fk-om their entrenchments." Chief Justice Marshall, as we 
have seen, erroneously supposed it was five miles from the White Plains. 
Hildreth, {HMory of the United States, ill., 154,) said it was two miles in 
the rear of the first line. Irving, {lAfeof Oeorge Washkn/ton, il., 397,) 
said it was five miles distant. Loasing, {Pictorial Field-book of the Revo- 
Mion, ii., 623,) said, uncertainly, it was '^toward the Croton Biver.'* 
General Knox, in a letter written to his brother, dated '* Nsae Wmitv- 
<* Plains, 32 milks fbom Nkw-Tohk, 1 Nov. 1776," said **the enemy's 
" possession of this hill obliged us to abandon some slight lines thrown 
'* up on the White Plains. This we did, this^ morning, ^and ntired to 
"some hills about half a mile in the rear." 

As the left of the former line did not move fh>m the position which it 
had occupied since the twenty-second of October; and because the 
remainder of the Army, without disturbing the formation of the line, 
did no more than to swing back, on a pivot, into its new position, the 
extreme right could not have been mora than two miles distant fh>m 
the former line, probably it was not much more than half that distance. 

IS General Waehingion to the President of the Congress, ** Wuitb-Plaiiis, 
"6 November, 1776." 

See, also, Gordon's History of ihe American RevobUion, il., 344 ; Mar- 
shairs L{fe of Oeorge Washington, ii., 606 ; [Hall's] History of the dvU 
War in America, i., 210 ; Stedman's History of the American War, i., 216 ; 
otc. 
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which had been vacated;^ and, during the night, it set 
fire to several barns and one house, which contained 
forage ; and some Provisions which, for the want of 
teams, could not be removed, were also destroyed.' 

On the morning after the withdrawal of the main 
body of the American Army from its lines, at the 
head of the White Plains, IFriday, November 1, 1776,] 
General Howe gave orders for the occupation of those 
lines, by the Boyal Army ; but, again, a violent rain 
interposed; and the project was abandoned.* At a 
later hour, however, the Hessian Grenadiers were 
moved from Chatterton's-hill, and occupied those 
lines,* very poesibly as the beginning of a movement 
against the new position of the American Army, 
which, after a due examination of its strength, was 
conducted no further.^ 

1 Letter from a G^mttenumiM the Army^ '-Gamp mkab thk Milu, about 
** THRKK 1IILB8 NoRTH OT THE Whitb-Hlaiiib, November I, 1770,'^ pub- 
Itohed in Ih* Pettnaylvamia EiMnmg PiMt, No. 280, Philadblphia, Than- 
dtiy, November 14, 1776 ; General Howe to Lord George Germaine, ** Nbw- 
" YoBK,30 November, 1776 ; " [UalPs] Hulory of the Cieil War m Anwr- 
ioa, i., 210 ; Gordon ■ Hietory of the AmeriDom BevoltUiott, 11., 944 ; etc 

* Memoire of General Heathy 80. 

See, aloo, a Letter from a Gentleman in the Armjf^ dated *' Camp mbar 

**THB HiLLa, ABOUT TURRB MILBR NoRTU OF TUB WHITB-PLAINB, Novem- 

"berl, 1776/' published lu The Penneyhania Evening Poet, No. 28U, 
Philadblphia, Thnnday, NoT(>mber 14, 1776; General George Clinton to 
John MeKeeeon, **Gamp at thb old placb. hear tub White Plafkb, 2 
"November, 1776;" General Hotoe to Lord George Germaine, '' Hew- 
** York, 30 November, 1776 ; *' etc. 

General Howe and several others have fallen into the error of sup- 
posing that the Village of the Whlte-Plalua was alao burned, on the 
occasion now under notice : it was not bunied until the night of the 
fifth of November, when, after he had robbed the houMee, it was 
destroyed by a party of Massachusetts troops, commanded by Mi^ior A ustin. 

s In the cross examination of General Lord Cornwallis, by the mem- 
bers of a Committee of the House of Conmions, on the sixth of May, 
1779, his Lordship was asked, " Was there not a tiiuo. at the White 
** Plains, when our Army lay on their arms, Intending to attnck the 
"enemy, but were prevented by rain?,'* to which he replied, "After 
" the enemy fell back to the heights, near North-Gsstle, they left an 
"advance Corps on the heights of the White Plains; there were or- 
**ders given for an attack of that Corps, which was prevented by a vi- 
"olentrain. We did not lay upon our arms.** The inquiry was con- 
tinued by the Committee asking, ** Front the situation of tlie rebel 
** Army and of our*s, was that slurm in their or our faces?" to which 
bis Lordship replied, *' I do not apprehend that the attack was pre- 
** vented by the stonn of rain being in either of our faces ; there are 
** other effects of a storm, such as sfiollinir tiie ruads and preventing 
** the drawing of artillery up steep hills." The Committee continued, 
by asking, " Whether if the powder was wet, on both sldesi, the at- 
** tacks might not have been made by bayonets ? ; " to which his Lord- 
ship replied, " I do not recollect that I said the i»owder was wet ; " and, 
there, the subject was drop)ied. — (Almon's Ftirliuntenimji Hcgitler^ Fifth 
S rision of the Fourteenth Parliament of Gret»t Uiitain, xUi., 14.) 

4 General Howe to Lord George Germui i«, •' Nbw-York, 30 November, 

•» 1776." 

ft Although it was not stated, at the time, and notwithstanding It has 
not been stated, since that time, that General Howe proposed to attack 
the Americans, in their new position, on the morning after it was taken 
by them, we are sure that that was his purpose, when he ordered the 
Hessian Grenadien from Chattertoii^s-hill ; and made the preparations for 
** drawing of artillery up steep hills," to which General Lord Cornwallis 
referred, in his testimony ; and ordered or approved the movement on 
the extreme left of the American lines, of which mention will be made, 
hereafter. Nothing el»e than such a project, it seems to us, could have 
warranted all these operations ; and, certainly, nothing else could have 
ItHl some of the British writers, including Captain Hall, {Hietorff of the 
Cieil War in America, 1., 21(),) to consider the occupation of the aban- 
doned lines, by the Hessian GrenadierSi as a pursuit of the fugitive 
Americans. 



On the morning of Friday, the first of November, 
simultaneously with the movement of the Hessian 
Grenadiers and with other equally important prepa- 
rations — the whole, we believe, preparatory to an as- 
sault on the new position of the American Army, in 
the high grounds of North Castle, — a heavy body, 
from the Right of the Royal Army, with a number of 
field-pieces, was moved against the extreme left of the 
American lines, where the Division commanded by 
General Heath was posted, and opened a heavy fire ; 
which was returned by Captain-lieutenant Bryant 
and Lieutenant Jackson, of the American Artillery, 
neither party sustaining any loss which was particu- 
larly worthy of record.* A violent rain, however, 
again interposed; and the project, whatever it may 
have been, was abandoned. ^ 

General Heath has left a very minute description of the movements 
of the enemy and of his own preparations to oppose thoee movements, 
( Jfetaoira of General Heath, 80, 81 ;) and we make room for it, beiiause of 
its great local interest. In the vicinity of the White Plains: "Oar Gen- 
** erars first anxiety," General Heath stated, speaking of hiniseir, ** was 
** fur Colonel Malcolm's Regiment, on the hill, to the Eitst of the hollow, 
" on the left, * lest the enemy should push a Column into the hollow, 
'*and cut the Regiment off from the Division. He, therefore, ordered 
"Major Keith, one of his Aides, to gallop over, and order Colonel Mai* 
" oolm to come off. immediately, with Lieutenant Fenno^s Artillery ; bot, 
*' upon a more critical view of the ground, in the hollow, (at the head 
"of which there was a heavy stone wall, well-situated to cover a body of 
"troops to throw a heavy fire directly down it, while an oblique fire 
** could be thrown in, on both sides,) he ordered Mis|or Pollard, his other 
" Aide, to gallop after Keith, and countermand the first order ; and to 
"direct the Colonel to remain at his post: and he shonld be supported. 
" A strong Regiment was ordered to the hesd of the hollow, to occupy 
"the wall. 

"The cannonade was brisk, on both sides, through which the two 
'* Aides-de-camp passed, in going and returning. At this instant, Gen- 
"era! Washington rode up to the hill. His flnst question to our General, 
" was, ' How is your Division ? ' He was answered, ' They are all in or- 
" ' der. * * Have you,* said the Commander-i n -chief, ' any troops on the h ill, 
** ' over the hollow? ' He was answered, ' Malcolm's Regiment is there.* * If 
** ' you do not call them off, Immediately, * aajrs the General, * you may lose 
'* * them, if the enemy push a column up the hollow.* He was answered, 
** * that, even in that case, their retreat should be made safe ; that a strong 
" Regiment was posted at the head of the hollow, behind the wall ; that 
** this Regiment, with the oblique fire of the Division, would so check the 
" enemy, as to allow Malcolm to make a safe retreat. The Coramander- 
" ill-chief concluded by saying, ' Take care that you do not lose them.* 

**The Artillery of the Division was so well directed as to throw the 
" British artillery-men. several times. Into confusion ; and, finding that 
" they could not, here, make any Impression, they drew back their pieces, 
"the Column not advancing,** [pro6a6^ heeauee of the faUnre of the main 
body to adoanoe againet the Anterican Unee, in oooperaiion with this de- 
tachment, ae voe have already etated.] 

"The British Artillery now made a circuitous movement; and came 
" down, toward the American right. Here, uuknown to them, were 
"some twelve-pounders, upon the discharge of which, they made off, 
" with their field-pieces, as fast as their horses could draw them. 

" A shot from the American cannon, at this place, took off the head of a 
" Hessian artillery-man : they also left one of their artillery-horoes, dead 
"on the field. Wliat other loas they sustained, was not known. Of our 
"GeneraPs Division, one man, only, belonging to Colonel Pauldiiig*s 
** Regiment of New-York troops, was killed.'* f 

7 Tedimony of Lord CkMrawaHie, ht^ore a Committee of the Houee of 
Commona, vide Note 3, of this page, ante. 



* For descriptions of the various localities mentioned In this statement,' 
by General Heath, see page 252, ante. 

fThe Betame of General George CUnton'e Brigade, dated "Pbbkskill, 
" November 17, 1776,** noted that casualty, and gave the name of the 
man— William Phoenix, of Oaptaln Oaulmes's Gompcmy. 
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Having been thus frastrated in all his efforts 
to cut off the communications of the American 
Army with the upper country as well as with New 
England and to draw General Washington to give him 
battle, in a general engagement — in other words, 
having been completely outgeneraled by the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces whom his associates in 
arms had so contemptuously ridiculed — General Howe 
determined to abandon the attempt ; ^ and to with- 
draw his great and powerful command from West- 
chester-county, in search of laurels on other and more 
inviting fields. The two Armies continued' in their 
respective lines, not more than a long cannon-Bhot 
from each other, ' until the following Saturday night, 
[_November 2,] when the American sentries heard what 
they supposed to have been the rumbling sound of mov- 
ing artillery.' On Monday bight, the fourth of No- 
vember, however, the entire encampment of the enemy 
was broken up; and, on the following morning, 
\_Tuesday, November 5,] he made a sudden and unex- 
pected movement from all the posts, in front of the 
American lines, which he had previously taken* — ^as 
early as the preceding Monday, \_October 28,] evidently 
preparatory to this movement. General Knyphausen, 
who had been left at New Bochelle, with the Second 
Division of the G^man troops, to keep open the com- 
munication between the Army and the Fleet, ^ had 
been ordered to leave the Regiment of Waldeckers, 
who formed a portion of his command, at that place, 
and to move with the remainder of the Division, 
six fresh Battalions of Hessians, towards Kingsbridge ; 
and, on Saturday, the second of November, he had occu- 
pied a position, on New- York-island, near that place : 
on Sunday, the third of November, the entire Army 
had been ordered to provide itself with forage, for 
three day's consumption: on the following day, [^Mon- 
day, November 4,] Major-general Grant, with the 
Fourth Brigade of British troops, had been moved 
down to Mile-Square and YalentineVhill ; General 
Agnew, with the Sixth Brigade of British troops, the 
same who had been moved to Mamaroneck, on the 
morning after the Queen's Rangers had been so 
*' roughly handled " by Colonel Haslet and his com- 
mand,^ had been moved from that place to a bridge 



1 " I did not think the driving their rear-guard further bacls, an object 
" of the least consequence/* were General Howe's official words, de- 
scriptive of that very important determination. 

See, also, [Hairs] Hittory of the CivU War in America^ i., 211 ; Stod- 
man*B Hialory of the American War^ i., 210 ; Memoire of General Uealh, 
81 ; Gordon's HUtorff of Uie American HecoluUon, 11., 344 ; Marshall's 
L{fe of George Wa»}tmgton, ii., 506, 507 ; etc. 

*Memoir$of Genera! Heath, SI-S3 ; Letter daUd *' Nbab Head-Quabp 
*'tkr8, Nobtii-Gastle, Nov. 6, 1776," publishedin The FreemwiCe Jour- 
nal and New-Hampahire Giuette^ Vol. I., No. 26, Portsmouth, Tuesday, 
November 19, 1776. 

' Memoira of General Heath, 83. 

4 General Wathington to the Preeident of the Congreaa, '* White-Plains, 6 
'* November, 1776 ; *' the 4ame to Governor Livingaton, " White-Plains, 
"7 November, 1776;*' Memoira of General Heath, 83; Manhall's Lif« 
of George Waahington, ii., 607 ; Gordon's Hiatory of the American Beoo- 
Intion, it., 344 ; etc. 

» Vide pages 253, 258, ante. • Tide pages 262, 263, ante. 



over the Bronx-river, near De Lancey's Mill, [now the 
village of West Farms^'] in the Town of Westchester ; 
and the Waldeckers whom General Knyphausen had 
left at New Rochelle, on the preceding Monday, was 
moved to another bridge, also over the Bronx-river, 
three miles above the other, [then and' now known ob 
Williams* 8'bridge ;] and every other necessary prepara- 
tion for an orderly and undisturbed retreat had, in the 
meanwhile, been taken.'' 

During the evening of Tuesday, the fifth of Novem- 
ber, inspired by the teachings of General Israel Put- 
nam,^ and in harmony with the advanced New Eng- 
land ideas, of that period, with which the inhabitants 
of Westch ester-county had already become well- 
acquainted,' as well as with those of an immediately 
subsequent period,^^ a body of Massachusetts troops, led 
by Major Austin, of Colonel Brewer's Regiment, left 
the Camp, and went down into the Village of the 
While Plains, which the enemy has abandoned, dur- 
ing the earlier portions of the day. The purposes of 
that party were such as New Englanders of that period 
were apt to regard as peculiarly " patriotic " — they 
evidently went down to see what the merciless Hes- 
sian and British soldiery had left, when the Royal 
Army had retreated ; to select, for their own or their 
families' uses, and to carry away, into New England, 
whatever, of that remainder, should best suit their 
own tastes ; to dispossess the women and children 
who were mostly the occupants of the houses ; and to 
burn what they did not care to steal, sparing almost 
nothing of either public or private properties, just to 
''strike terrour into the Tories and influence in our 
"favour," as these New England thieves "patrioti- 
" cally " expressed it. That was the prevailing New 
England idea of the period, taught and illustrated by 



7 General Howe to Lord George OemuUne, *'Nkw-Yosk, .30 November 
** 1776 ; '* [Hairs] Hietorg of the OeU War in Ameriea, i., 211 ; etc. 

8«<The question beinx asked MisJor Austin, whether be bad any 
"orders for burning said houses, he confeewd that he had no orders 
"for It; but ho alleged, as an excuse, his being in conipauj witli 
" some of the General Officers, Just before the houses were burnt on the 
*' Plains,** [thoae containing the forage, etc., which had been burned when 
the Army eoacuated the lineei on the evening of the thkiy-fbret of October,] 
" and heard General Putnam say he thought it would be beet to burn 
" all the houses, etc ; and finding there was houses burnt on the 
"Plains, soon after, he thought it his duty to bum the said houet«, 
"as he did."— (XVeuceo/ATq/oriliMtMjbe/orvMe Oourtmariial, "Phil- 
" iFSBURa, November 12, 1776.'*) 

*Tbe render will remember the unauthorised raids of the banditti,, 
undfr Isaac Seam, David Waterliury, David Wooetfr, and other **pa- 
"triotic** New Englanders, during which the moat barefaced n>b- 
beriee of the farmers* properties, tbroushuut Westchester-oounty, 
hiiil iMen perpetrated by large bodies of armed men, from Gonnecticuty 
against whom the iwlated and unarmed farmers had been powerless. 

10 "The enemy have retreated from the White Plains. It wa« a happy 
" thought, the burning of a few houses, upon our retreat from thence. 
" The measure convinced them they had little to expect from penetrat- 
'* ing the country. They saw how much we would mcriflce,*' [o/ (he 
property of othtra,] " to the safety of our Army and disadvantage of 
" theira ; at the same time, it must have struck terrour into the Tories 
"and influence in our favour, from the strong motive of interest, aa 
"they perceive their dwellings, etc., depend on our success.*'— (Oofoa^l 
Jed. Huntington to Governor Trumbull^ ** Gamp, Nobtu-Gastije, 7th No- 
"vember, 1776.") 
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NewEnglanders of the most elevated stations; and it was 
evidently regarded, by the New England Major and his 
" Christian'' followers, not only a duty but a Virtue, to 
obey the. teachings of such ^* patriotic " and " virtuous '' 
preceptors. 

The Major and his men entered house after house, 
as they went down the roadways leading through the 
Village ; carrying from each, such articles as pleased 
their cupidity ; ^ hastening the occupants from the 
houses, without suffering them to dress the children, 
where there were children, " but drove them out of 
*' doors, naked ;" ' carrying the sick and helpless, out- 
doors, on their beds, and leaving them exposed to 
the rigors of that November night; ' insulting the 
females,^ with ill language and threats, in the presence 
of the Major ; and, then, setting fire to the houses.^ The 
Court-house, the Meeting-house of the Presbyterian - 
church, and the greater nuntber of the dwellings, in- 
cluding that of Doctor Graham, ' together with all, 
of furniture and provisions and clothing, which the 
rapacious enemy had spared for the use and support 
and protection of the helpless inhabitants, unless 
such portions of each, which the new-comers had 
taken away, to the Major's marquee or elsewhere, 
were thus wantonly and criminally destroyed.'' 

That great outrage, inflicted on the inhabitants of 
Westchester-county, called forth the denunciations of 
the Commander-in-chief, in the General Orders of 
the Army, ' and those of the Committee of Safety of 
the State ; ' the leader of the band of ruffians who 

1 " When she went out of the house, some of the men began to carry 
" things out of the house ; when she Mked them why they took those 
" things. Then Major Austin spake ; and told her ho should carry 
*' them to the Generars ; and alleged General Sullivan's orders for it.** 
— {Mn, Adanu'i Uatimonif^ be/ore the Oourl-marUal for the trial of Major 
iitit/tn, "Phiupsburo, November 12, 1776.") 

** Co the night of the 6th instant, he had been out on a scouting party, 
' * with Bb^or Austin ; and,on their return^the Major ordered him back.with 
*• Ave men. to the houses which they burned ; and told him to take g^ood care 
*' of whatever things he got ; to keep them safe ; and bring them off, to his 
*' markee ; " etc.— (T«cftmot«y ofBergeant ChurchtU^ at the same trial. '* Nov- 
" ember 13," in which Captain Keith and James Linser fally concurred.) 

" Further says, that what things were tied up, in two blankets, were 
** carried to the Mfsjor's markee ; and all the rest were left with the wo* 
** men.**— (TeirtiiMmy of TOley How^ at the same trial, " November 13 : " 
in which James Linzer and Captain Keith fully concurred.) 

s TnUmowy of Mr». Adame^ at the same trial. 

s Teetimntiff of Tittey flow, and of Jamee Umer^ and of Co^^in Keith, at 
same trial. 

• TeeUmony of Mrt. Adame, at the same trial. 

' ^ "Mi^or Austin told his men to go and set the other houses on fire, 
"as quick as he could.**— (TMftnMmir of Mrt. Adaw$, at th» same trial.) 

See, also, the testimony, on the same subj^wt, of Sergeant Churchill, 
of Tilley How, of James Linzer. and of Captain Keith, at the same trial. 

tt Understood, from aged people, many yean since, to have occupied 
the lower portion of the property now occupied by the respected widow 
of the late C. Halsey Mitchell — that portion of that property, indeed, 
which vras occupied, so many years, for the Law-offlces of Minott 
Mitchell, Esq., so lt>ng the head of the Bar of Westchester-county. 

' GeHeral Ordera of the Army^ " Hkad-quaktbbs, White-Plains, No- 
*< vember 6, 1776 ; " The Committee of Safely for the Blate of New-York to 
Uu Prerideni of (he Congren, ** In Comxittkb of Safkty roB the Stats 
** or Nkw-Yobk., Fibukill, November 28, 1776 ; *' Memoirt of General 
Ueath, 83 ; etc. 

• General Orden of the Army, **Hkad-quabtbr6, Whitk-Plainb, No- 
•• vember 6, 177«." 

• OotHmUiee of SafeJtfi far the State of New-York to the PreeUUiU of the 



had inflicted the great wrong, only after the most 
vigorous effort of General Lee, was mildly "dis« 
" missed from the service/' by the verdict of a second 
Court-martial, who sat in judgment, on the culprit; ^* 
and he was turned over to the Convention of the State, 
to be dealt with, in an action by the State, resulting 
in his escape from the Jail at Kingston, which closed 
the subject, on the pages of history. 

On Wednesday, the sixth of November, General 
Howe, with that portion of the Royal Army whom he 
had not pushed forward toward Kingsbridge, en- 
camped at Dobbs's-ferry ; ^^ and, on the same day, 
General Washington called a Council of his General 
Officers, to consult on such measures as should be 
adopted, in case the enemy should continue to fall 
back, on the City of New York." 

On Thursday, the seventh of November, the en- 
emy's park of Artillery was moved to Kingsbridge, 
under a strong escort, with a detachment of Chasseurs, 
to join the Division commanded by General Knyphau- 
sen ; ^' and his foraging parties were busily employed 
in collecting Grain and Hay, and in driving in Cattle, 
from all those portions of the County which were below 
Tarrytown, the Plains, and Rye." 

On Friday, the eighth of November, two Battalions 
of Light In&ntry and the remainder of the Chasseurs, 
with four field-pieces, took poet' on the line of com- 
munication with Kingsbridge ; '^ and, on the part of 
the Americans, the troops belonging to New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and the more Southern States, began 
to file off, from the lines which were occupied by the 
American Army, ** as fast as our situation and circum- 
^* stances would admit, in order to be transported over 
" the river, with all expedition." *• 

On Saturday, the ninth of November, the Division 
commanded by General Heath, who had performed 
so distinguished a part in the military operations, in 
Westchester-county, was moved from the extreme left 



Oongreee, "In Committke or SArxTT, fob thb Btatk of New Yobs, 
"FiSHKiLL, November 28, 1776." 

^^ Report of the GeMral Oourt-martial, held by order of Mc^or-general 
Lee, for the trial of Mqjor Auttui, ** Phiupsbubo, November 12, 1776.'* 

11 General Howe to Lord George Germaine, ** Nbw-Tobk, 30 November, 
'*1776 ;" [Hairs] HiUory of the deU War in America, i., 211, 212 ; etc. 

i> General Washington to the Preeident of the Congre$», " WuiTS-PLAiNii, 
"6 November, 1776." 

The Council referred to agreed, unanimously, that, In case the enemy 
was really retreating towards New York, it would be proper, immediate- 
ly, to throw a body of troops, into New Jersey ; that those troops who 
were Irum the States to the westward uf the Hudson, should be thus de- 
tached, the others to be subject to "the movements of the enemy and 
"the circunmtancee of the American Army ;" and that three thousi^nd 
men should be detailed to take post at JPeeksklU and the passes in the 
.Highlands, for the defence of those poets, for erecting fortifications, etc. 

1* General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " Nkw-Yobk, 30 November, 
"1776." 

^* General McDougnlto Colonel DeWiU, " Whitb-Plains, November 7, 
"1776 ;" Memoin of General Heath, 84. 

^ General Howe to Lord George Germaine, " New-Yobk, 80 November, 
"1776." 

1* General Washington to General Greene, "Hbao-quabtbbb, 8 November, 
" 1776." 
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of the line, which it had so honorably occupied ; and 
took u[> its line of march, towards Peekskill, where it 
was to be permanently posted, for the defense of the 
Highlands : ^ and, on Sunday, the tenth of November, 
General Washington left the White Plains, to take 
command of those troops who had crossed the Hud- 
son-river, and who, soon afterwards, were engaged in 
that disastrous retreat, through the Jerseys, and in 
that subsequent recovery of the greater part of that 
State, which so greatly distinguished him, as a com- 
manding General, and which have been recorded, with 
such entire approbation, on the pages of history.'^ 
General Lee was left at the White Plains, with his 
own Division and those commanded by Generals 
Spencer and Sullivan, generally New York and New 
England troops, with orders to watch the movements 
of the enemy; to secure and carry off the Stores; 
and, then, to follow the main body of the Army, into 
the Jerseys.' 

While General Washington and the main body of 
the American Army were thus falling back from their 
position, at North Castle, General Howe and the main 
body of the Royal Army continued to fall back and 
approach Kingsbridge. On Sunday, the tenth of 
November, a Brigade of Hessians* was moved to that 
place, to increase the strength of General Knyphau- 
sen's already strong Division ; * and, two days after- 
wards, [ISiesday^ November 12,] the main body of the 
Royal Army broke up the encampment, at Dobbs*s- 
ferry, which it had occupied since the preceding Wed- 
nesday, and, in two columns, moved towards Kings- 
bridge, resting, on the following day, [^Wednesday ^ 
November 13,] on the heights of Fordham, and form- 
ing a line, with the Right upf>n the road leading to 
the Borough Town of Westchester, and covered by 
the Bronx-river, and with the Left on the Hudson- 
river,' where it remained, until the preparations for 
the assault on Fort Washington, which had been rea- 
sonably determined on, had been completed.' 

The progress of the Royal Army through West- 
ch ester-county was distinguished by the outrages 
which were inflicted on the inhabitants, without respect 
to persons or sexes, on both those who were entirely 
conservative and disposed to favor the Royal cause 
and those who were radically and actively opposed to 
it — as General Washington described them, while 
forewarning the Governor of New Jersey of what the 
fate of that people would be, '* they have treated all, 
"here, without discrimination: the distinction of 

1 Memokn of General Htalh, 84. 

* General WaahingloH to the Prettdemt of the Oongreae, "Pbkkskill, 11 
*'NoTember.l776." 

*Itutructiom of General Washingtxm to General Lm, "Hbad-qUabtkbs, 
*'nkab the Wiiitb-Plainr, 10 November, 1776;" Beli»m of the Otmti- 
nental Troope under the comaiand of General Lee^ " Nobtu-Castlk, No- 
*• vember 16, 1776 ;" Memoinof General Heath, 84. 

* General Howe to Lord George Germainet ** New-Yobk, 30 November, 
•• 1776." 

6 General Howe to Lord George Germaine, ** Nkw-Yobk« 30 November, 
" 1774 ;" [HAiri] Hielorp of the CMl War in America, i., 212 ; etc. 
« [Hairs] Hiatory of the Cica War in America, i., 212. 



" Whig and Tory has been lost in one general scene 
" of ravage and desolation." ^ In that work, the Hes- 
sians and the British troops were equally notorious ; 
and what the soldiery spared, was frequently, carried 
away by the soldiers' wives and mistresses, who 
formed a part of the retinue of the Army." Indeed, 
the warmth of controversy called out from one of the 
most prominent Loyalists of that period, the following 
graphic description of the outrages inflicted by the 
King's troops : " The inhuman treatment alluded to, 
*' was the indiscriminate plunder suffered to be corn- 
emitted, by the soldiery under his command, on 
''Staten Island, Long Island, the White Plains, and 
" in the Province of New Jersey, where friend and 
e foe, loyalist and rebel, met with the same fate — a 
''series of continued plunder, which was a disgrace to 
" an Army pretending to discipline, and which, while 
" it tended to relax the discipline of the troops, could 
" not fail to create the greatest aversion, even in the 
''breast of loyalty itself, to a service which, under the 
" fair pretence of giving them protection; robbed them, 
" in many instances, of even the necessaries of life." ' 
But the sufferings endured by the inhabitants of 
Westchester-county were not confined to those which 
were produced by the outrages inflicted by the Royal 
Army and its followers. We have already alluded," 
incidentally, to the robberies of Horses which were 
inflicted on the farmers of that County, by Officers of 
the American Army, for their private uses, at their 
respective homes — not by the Rank and File, nor by 
the soldiers' wives and concubines, nor in a foreign 
country ; but by the Commissioned Officers of the 
Armv of Americans who had been moved into the 
County, for the protection of the inhabitants and of 
their properties. To such an extent were those 
robberies of HorscR, to be sent to the homes of the 
thieves, for their private uses, carried on, that, after 
several General Orderg^ bearing on the subject, had 



f General Waehingtonto Governor Liringtton, ** Whitb-Plains, 7 No- 
" vember, 1770." 

In a letter to General Greene, written on the laroe day, the General 
■aid, "They," [Otefarmem^ in New Jereey,] "may rely upon it, that Uie 
"enemy will leave nothing they find amonfc them; nor do they die-. 
" criminate between Whig and Tory. Wofal experience hae convlucpd 
" the latter, in the movements of the enemy, in this State, of this truth." 
—{General Waehington to General Greeue, " Whitr-Plains, November?, 
"177fi.") 

" The people who remained in that part of the countiy," [Wexlchee- 
ier-conntff,] ** through which they paas'd, have been most cruelly plan* 
** dend ; many helplees women had even their ehifli taken from their 
" backs by the soldiers* wives, after the great plundersn had done ; and, 
*' in this general ravage, no discrimination was made of Whig or Tory." 
(Leifar yVtmi 8eam/orrf, dated "12th Nov. 1776," published in The Free- 
man'e Jonmal, or New-Hampehire Gaeette, Vol. I., No. 28, Pobtshouth, 
Tuesday, December 3, 1776.) 

• [Galloway's] Replff to the Observations of Lieut Gen. Sir William 
Howe on a pamphlet entitled Ltttera to a Nobleman, 17, 18. 

On the general subject, see, also, Gener<U, McEkmgal to (Mo»d JDs 
Wm, '* WHITK-PLAIM8, 7 November, 1776;" LeUer to a GenOenutn •» 
Virgnda, " Hbad-qcaetrrs, WHrrs-PLAiNS, November 8, 1776," pub- 
lished in Vorce'B American Archive; V., HI., 603 ; The Oommiltee ofSafeIg 
to the Preeident of the Oongreee, ** In Com mrras or SArrrv roR ths 
*' State or Nbw-York, Fishkill, November 20, 1776;" etc. 

10 Vide pages 239, 240, ante. 
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been issued, without having checked the career of 
robbery, Greneral Washington was constrained to 
issue another, in these words, sufSciently illustrative 
of the practices and of his views concemiDg them : 
** It is with astonishment the General hears that some 
"Officers have taken Horses, between the enemy V 
*' Camp and ours, and sent them into the country, for 
"their private use. Can it be possible that per- 
"sons bearing Commissions and fighting in such 
" a cause, can degrade themselves into plunderers of 
" Horses ? He hopes every Officer will set his face 
"against it, in future; and does insist that the 
" Colonels and commanding Officers of Regiments im- 
" mediately inquire into the matter, and report to him 
" who have been guilty of these practices ; and that 
" they take an account of the Horses in their re- 
"spective encampments; and send* to the Quarter- 
" master-general all that are not in some public 



" service." * 



While some of the Officers of the American Army 
were thus employed in replenishing their own stabled, 
at their respective homes, from the stables of the 
farmers of Westchester-county, others of that Army, 
Officers and Privates, were systematically visiting the 
houses of those farmers and robbing them of what- 
ever was acceptable to them. Like the British and 
Hessians, they were not respecters of either the 
iriends of the American cause or those of the King ; 
nor did they hesitate to rob helpless and unprotected 
females and their families ; sometimes turning them 
out of their houses, undressed and in their night- 
clothes; and, generally, adding personal abuse of 
their victims to the crime of robbing them. Nothing 
whatever was unacceptable to the thieves ; and the 
bags of Feathers and of unmanufactured Wool, the 
Desks and Tea-tables and Chairs, the Book-cases and 
Books, the Andirons and brass and copper Kettles, 
the linen Curtains and Looking-glasses and women's 
Hats, the Churns and Washtubs, the sets of Sleigh- 
harness and skips of Bees, which appear recorded 
among the articles which were thus stolen by the 
soldiers whom Massachusetts and Connecticut had 
sent into the Army, very clearly indicated that while 
the Horses of the farmers of Westchester-county 
were stolen for the supplying of the stables of the 
thieves, at their respective homes, the Household 
Furniture belonging to the same farmers, and the 
Clothing of their wives, and their unmanufactured 
Wool and Feathers, and their Bees, were also stolen 
for the purpose of enriching the homes and the work- 
rooms and the gardens of those same " Christian '' 
New Englanders, and the wardrobes of their families. 
Among those who were thus robbed were Miles Oak- 
ley, who was the Landlord of the Tavern, contiguous 
to the Court-house, in the Village of the White 
t Plains ; ' John Martine, the grandfather of the late 

1 General Orden, '^Hkad-quartbub, White-Plains, October 31, lT7fi/' 

* On page 68, ante, note 1, we referred to a Tavern, also contignoos to 

the Goart-honae, which, in April, 1776, was said to have been the 



Caleb Martine of Greenburgh and of the widow of 
the late Thomas Dean of Tarrytown, whose home- 
stead is now occupied by Isaac F. Van Wart, of 
Greenburgh ; Talman Pugsley, who is said to have 
lived where the brick School-house now stands, oppo- 
site to the residence of Abraham Beare, of Green- 
burgh ; Phoebe Oakley, who was the sister-in-law of 
Talman Pugsley ; Marmaduke Foster, who was the 
son-in-law of John Martine ; and Solomon Pugsley 
and the widow Elizabeth Pugsley, whose places of 
residence are not known to us ; and their Depositions 
and Statements and the Schedules of the articles 
stolen from John Martine and his son-in-law, afford, 
at once, the evidence of the robberies and of the com- 
forts which were to be found in the homes of the 
quiet and industrious and intelligent residents of 
Westchester-county, at that time.' Among the thieves 
whose names have come down to us, were Major 
Bacon, Captains Gale, Shaddock, and Ford, and 
others, of Colonel Brewer's Regiment of Artificers, of 
the Massachusetts Line ; and Officers and Privates of 
the Regiment of Connecticut troops, commanded by 
Colonel Charles Webb.* 

In view of these great outrages, and of many others 
of which no records have been preserved, the Com- 
mittee of Safety for the State addressed a letter to 
the President of the Continental Congress, in which 
are these concluding words : ** I have the satisfaction 
" to assure you that the fortitude of this State and 
their zeal for the glorious cause in which we are 
engaged, is not abated ; on the contrary, we are 
** prepared to meet even severer misfortunes, with a 
** spirit and firmness becoming the generous advo- 



meeting-plaro of Lewis Morris and his friends ; to have been kept by 
Isaac Oakley; and to have stood until about 1868, when it was 
burned. 

Unless there were two TaTerns, in the White Plains, with Oakleys 
for their Landlords, in 1775 and 1776 ; or, unless Miles had succeeded 
Isaac, as the Laudlurd of the one Tavern which was "Oakley's 
"Tavern,** between April, 1775, and November, 1776, we were probably 
in error, in our former statement, concerning the name of the Oakley 
who was the Landlord of that Tavern which was, there, mentioned : 
and if only one ** Oakley's Tavern " vraa in existence, in the White 
Plains, at that time, it was among the buildings which were burned 
by Vajor Austin, on the fifth of November, 1776, (vide pagee 27({, 277, 
caite ;) and, therefore, was not standing until 1868, aii stated on page 68. 

We have not been able to ascertain the facts ; and so leave the matter 
in doubt. 

*PeHtUm of MUu Oakley to Gmeral Waekbtf/Um, ** November 9, 1776 ; *' 
DqKwttKm of John Martine and Memorandum of Ooode phmdered from 
Mm, ** dated November 13, 1776 *' ; DepoeitioH of Talman Pngtien^ "dated 
** the second day of December, 1776 ** ; PttUion of Pkabe OaUey to the Con- 
venUon of New-Yorkf and her Depostiioii, ** dated the second of December, 
"1776" ; DepomUon of Marmaduke Fbnter and 9k IM of Articlee taken by 
the eoldiere, from him, "dated the thirteenth of November, 1776" ; B&- 
leaeCf by Stephen OaUey^ "in behalf of Solomon Pugeley and the widow 
*'EHxabeth Pkgdey, to Captain Ford, "for the things that said O^ptain 
"Ford and his men did take out of the house of Solomon Pugdey, near 
" the lines of the enemy, at White Plains, on Philipe*s Manor ;" etc. 

No more Interesting papers, connected with the history of that period 
and illustrative of the morality and integrity of New Englanders of the 
era of the Revolutionaiy War. can be found, anywhere, than these. 

* DepoeiUone of Phabe OaJdey, John Martine, TaUman Pngdey, and 
Marmaduke Faeter; BeUate, by Stephen OaHey to Captain Ford ; Depoeitton 
of Ebenezer BurrUl, "dated the second day of December, 1776 " ; etc. 



(( 



it 



68 



280 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 



> 



" cates for Liberty. Unhappily am I to add, that, 
" amidst all our suiferiDg, the Army employed for 
** the protection of America have not refrained from 
" embittering even the calamities of War. At a 
" time when the utmost resources of this State were 
'' laid open to their wants, and the members of Con- 
" vention personally submitted to the labour and 
** fatigue which were necessary, on a sudden emer- 
" gency, and after frequent losses of Provisions and 
** Barracks, to supply two numerous Armies, aug- 
" mented by the Militia, with every article which 
" they required, the Court-house and the remains of 
" the Village, at the White Plains, which had been 
" spared, on the retreat of our forces, was, after the 
" enemy had, in their turn, retired, wantonly de- 
** stroyed, without the Orders and to the infinite re* 
" gret of our worthy General. Besides, in spite of 
** all his Excellency's efforts, wherever our troops 
** have marched or been stationed, they have done 
** infinite damage to the possessions and farms, and 
" have pilfered the property of the people. 

" I am directed, Sir, to submit it to the honourable 
** Congress, whether some effectual remedy ought 
" not to be provided against such disorderly and dis- 
" graceful proceedings. The soldier who plunders 
** the country he is employed to protect, is no better 
" than a robber, and ought to be treated accordingly ; 
** and a severe example ought, in the opinion of the 
** Committee, to be made of the Officer who, without 
" necessity or his GeneraPs permission, set fire to the 
" Court-house and other buildings, at the White 
" Plains. He is guilty of the crime of Arson ; and if 
" he cannot be punished by the Articles of War, he 
'' ought to be given up to the Laws of the land. If 
*' so glaring a violation of every sentiment of human- 
*^ ity should be passed over, in silence, if the Army 
" is not seasonably restrained from such acts of bar- 
" barity, the consequence must be fatal to the cause 
" of a people whose exalted glory it is to be advocates 
'* for the Rights of Mankind against the tyranny and 
" oppression of lawless power." * 

The conduct of General Washington, in the trying 
events of that memorable Campaign, in Westchester- 
county, has received the unqualified approbation of 
his country and of the world, and secured for him the 
highest honors, as a Soldier and as a commanding 
General. The conduct of General Howe, during the 
same Campaign, received nothing else than the ap- 
proval of the King, his step-brother, and that of the 
party of the Opposition, in the Parliament, of which 
he was a member, and which was, peculiarly, the 
party who was in sympathy with America. 

Both the Admiral and the General, commanders, 
respectively, of the King's Fleet and Army, were ac- 
cused, by the Press of Great Britain and in the Par- 



1 The CofumitUe o/Sa/tt^ to the President of the Oongreee, " In Commit 
** TBB or SArsTT FOB THE Statb OP Nbw-Yobk, Fishkill, November 
" 20, 1776." 



liament, with want of wisdom, in the formation of 
their plans ; and with want of vigor and energy, in 
the execution of those plans.' '' A connection with 
"the Opposition, and a resolution, assumed before 
" their departure from England, to frustrate every 
/'measure of the " pA^n] *' present Administration, 
" and, thereby, to bring them " [the Adminisiratum,'] 
" into disgrace with their Sovereign and the Nation,*' 
were, also, boldly charged on the two brothers ;' while 
others ^* shrewdly suspected that their poverty, not 
" their will, consented " — they said that it was " ob- 
" vious to all, that, had the Admiral destroyed the 
" rebel ships, in their ports, or effectually blockaded 
" up their harbors, no valuable captures of Tobacco or 
** Indigo could have fallen to thes|iare of the British 
" Admiral ; " and they did not hesitate to assert that 
large fortunes were accumulated, from that source.^ 
They also took advantage of the friendship which 
had existed between the family of Howe and the 
Americans, during the French War ; and they boldly 
charged the brothers with positive friendship for the 
American cause.^ All of these charges were, prob- 
ablv, more or less true. The two brothers were 
indolent men ; fond of company, wine, and play : 
they were, in fact, identified with the party of the 
Opposition: they did not attempt to conceal the 
sympathy, which, to some extent, they felt for the 
Americans : like other Commanders, in both ancient 
and modern times, they probably kept a sharp eye on 
the spoils. But there were, also, other circumstances, 
of which their accusers knew nothing and of which 
the world, to-day, knows only very little, which largely 
controlled them ; and it is only reasonable and fair, 
therefore, that the accused should, also, be heard on 
the subject — when a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons was charged with the grave duty of inquiring 
into the conduct of General Howe, during his com- 
mand of the King's troops in North America, that 
distinguished Officer made a written defense, in which 
we find the following words, relative to the operations 
of the Royal Army, in Westchester-county : 

** From the twelfth of October, the day the Army 
** landed on Frog's-neck, to the twenty-first of the 
*^ same month, we were employed in getting up Stores 
" and Provisions ; and in bringing over the Dragoons, 
" the Second Division of Hessians, and the carriages 
" and horses for transportating Provisions, Artillery, 
*^ Ammunition, and Baggage. Four or five days had 

* [GallowRy*0] Letten to a Nobleman^ 36 : [Galloway '■] Bepfy to the Ob- 
8erTatfoD8 of Lieut. Gen. Sir William Howe, on a pamphlet, entitled 
LeUen to a NoblemtM ; UUetfrom ** CSeero ** to Lord Itovfe, 2, 3 ; Wraxairt 
Memoin of hie qw» Time, Edit. Philadelphia : 1845, 163 : etc. 

•A LeUer to the Bight Honorable Lord Vieoount H 0, Edit. London: 

1779, 42, 43 ; Letter from " Oioero" to Lord H)ioe^ 196 ; Wraxnira Mem- 
oir9y 163 ; etc. 

*A Utter to the Right BoHoraltle Lord Vieeowt H c, 43, 44 ; I«tter 

from ** Oicero " to Lord Ilowe^ 1, 2 ; etc. 

» A LeUir to the Right HoHorable Lord Viaeount H e, 42, 43 ; Letter 

from •* tfrero" to Lord Howe^ 7-9; The MidtUeeex Jounud and Adver- 
tieer. No. 1207, London : From Saturday, December 14, to Tuesday, De- 
cembet 17, 1776 ; etc. 
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been unavoidably taken up in landing at Frog'a- 
neck, instead of going, at once, to Peirs-poiut, 
which would have been an imprudent measure, as it 
could not have been executed without much un- 
necessary risk. 

" On the twenty-eighth of October, the engagement 
at the White-Plains took place. But it has been 
asserted, that, by my not attacking the lines, on the 
day of that action, I lost an opportunity of destroy- 
ing the Eebel Army ; and it has been also said, 
that I might have cut off the enemy's retreat by the 
Croton-bridge. Sir : an assault upon the enemy's 
right, which was opposed to the Hessian troops, 
was intended. The Committee must give me credit 
when I assure them, that I have political reasons, 
and no other, for declining to explain why that as- 
sault was not made. Upon a minute inquiry, those 
reasons might, if necessary, be brought out, in evi- 
dence, at the Bar. If, however, the assault had been 
made, and the lines carried, the enemy would have 
got oif, without much loss; and no way had we, 
that I could ever learn, of cutting off their retreat 
by the Croton-bridge. I cannot conceive the foun- 
dation of such an idea. By forcing the lines, we 
should, undoubtedly, have gained a more brilliant 
advantage, some Baggage, and some Provisions ; but 
we had no reason to suppose that the Rebel Army 
could have been destroyed. The ground in their 
rear was such as they could wish, for securing their 
retreat, which, indeed, seemed to be their particular 



^' object. And, Sir, I do not hesitate to confess that, 
" if I could, by any manoeuvre, remove an enemy 
" from a very advantageous position, without hazard- 
" ing the consequences of an attack, where the point 
" to be carried was not adequate to the loss of men to 
"be expected from the enterprise, I should certainly 
"adopt that cautionary conduct, in the hopes of 
" meeting my adversary upon more equal terms." * 

The careful student of that portion of the history of 
our own country which relates to the Campaign in 
Westchester-county, in 1776, will arise from the ex- 
amination of it with the words on his lips which the 
Apostle Paul employed, in another connection : " God 
" hath chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
" found the wise, and God hath chosen the weake 
"things of the world, to confound the mighty things, 
" and vile things of the world, and things which are 
"despised, hath God chosen, and things which are 
" not, to bring to nought things that are."* 
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1 Speech of General Uoim before the CommUtee of the Houte of Cknn- 
mou9, AprS 29, 1779 — Almon's PaYliumentttry Reguter^ Fifth Seulon, 
Fourteenth ParliameDt of Great Britain, xii., 324. 

See, also, The Narrative of Sir WUUam Hotoe^ 6, 7, 

2 2%« Newt Teetavient^ Genevan Veiiion, Edit. London : l.')95, 1 Corinth - 
ians, i., 27, 28. 
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